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Lady Aberdeen described Yarmouth in her personai j o d  as "a very go-ah& 

littie town." This and other favourable impressions, offered by the Aberdeens and the 

press, reflected the booster spirit of the town. T'bis thesis uses the two-day visit of Lord 

and Lady Aberdeen, 27-28 August 1894, to unravel the promotion and the reinvention of 

the community as a tourist destination in the 1890s. Two preconditions for this 

transition, the diversification of the local economy and the political transformation of the 

town, are traced fiom the 1870s and into the1 890s. Through these changes cornpethg 

interests came together to form a consensus and in the process, Yarmouth was able to 

develop a cohesive community image. This thesis is about the people who shaped their 

community's identity, and the relationship between business interests, the development of 

local govemment and the community's ethos. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In a period of economic recession, the town of Yarmouth, Nova Scotial pushed 

ahead with urban development and sought new ways to expand the local economic base. 

By the 1890s, the community's identity had been reshaped by ennepreneurs who retained 

a vested interest in the town's economy. This change was manifested in the material 

transformation of Main Street. The rapid rebuilding of the town's commercial centre is 

evident by contrasting two photographs of Main Street taken in 18902 and 1 8943 one 

looking northward and the other south. The c o n m g  impressions are quite Stark. The 

quiet image of the t o m  portrayed by govemment buildings and churches is contrasted 

with the hustle and bustle of a commercial centre. Hoaes and buggies, as well as the 

absence of people, add to tranquility of the 1890 scene. Although both photographs show 

the Court H o d o w n  Hall and the First Baptist Chuch, in 1 894 the Grand Hotel, as 

well as an assortment of mialler building, mostiy businesses are also visible. Telephone 

poles, electric Street lights, defhed sidewak and an electric m e t  railway are visible 

signs of matenal propss. But the Grand Hotel dominates and symbolizes the town's 

modernity. The gathenng of people, and the buntings and flags decorating the buildings 

' Yarmouth, Nova Scotia is located on the Southwestern shore of Nova Scotia. 
See: Illustration 1 for a map of Nova Scotia. 

' See: tiiustration 2 for photograph of Main Stna, Yamiouth, NS, looking north, 1890. 

See: Iilustration 3 for photograph commemorating the visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen to 
Yarmouth, 27 August 1894. 



add to the impression of a lively town full of people.' 

The 1894 photograph commemorated the histonc visit of Lord and Lady 

Aberdeen to Yarmouth, 27-28 August 1894, an event which brought the community 

together to celebrate the town and the newly opened Grand Hntel. The question, how 

does a community reinvent itself, is addresseci through this two-&y visit. The thesis 

traces how Yarmouth's direction went fiom a worid renowned port of registry in the 

1870s to a tourin destination in the 1 W O s ,  by way of an industrial phase in the 1880s. 

The redirection of local capital created during Yarmouth's "Golden Age" of shipping, 

changed the town's economy from a seaward to a landward focus. As a remit, Yarmouth 

experienced several transitions fiom the 1870s to the 1890s. For example Yaxmouth 

industrialized, like other Maritime communities, during the 1880s. However, as in other 

Nova Scotia communities, growth through indusaidkation had its li~nits.~ Local 

investors continued to adjust to a changing economy. During the 1880s and 1 WOs, 

Yarmouth was the "gateway" to Nova Scotia's tourist attractions because of its 

geographic advantage of king the closest point between Nova Scotia and the United 

States, improved steamer service between Boston and Yarmouth and rail connections 

Ian McKay used a photograph as a way of Uitroducing his subject, the promotion of 
tourism in Nova Scotia See: Ian McKay, The @est of the Folk Antimoderntrm and 
Cultural Selection in Twentieth-Century Nova Scotia, (Monmal and Kingston: McGU 
University Pnss, 1 994), pp. xii-xvii. 
5 

Lany McCann, "The 1890s: Fragmentation and the New Social Order", in E R Forbes 
and D A Muise, The Atlantic Provinces in Confideration, (Toronto and Fredericton: 
University of Toronto Press and Acadiensis Press, 1990), pp. 1 19-1 54. 



fiom the town to other parts of the province. Local entrepreneurs, who saw the 

opportunity to develop a share of the tourist industry in Yarmouth, built a "Grand Hotel." 

The needs of the community changed through the various economic transitions, 

notably industriakation. In response to issues of urban development, businessmen 

persuaded the electorate to vote for town incorporation. Through this political 

transformation, public monies were used to fiaance infrastnicture improvements and 

services necessary to support manuf'turers, a growing population and an expanding 

service sector. Through the processes of political change and economic diversification, 

business interests became community intensts. 

As the oppomuiity to develop Yarmouth as a tourist destination presented itself, 

politicai, social, and business leaders joined in promoting their town. This cooperation, 

which evolved throughout the 1890s, was publically displayed through the visit of Lord 

and Lady Aberdeen. Furthet, a community ethos was developed which was not simply a 

rationalkation of economic interests, but a shared set of community values. This was the 

same "booster spirit" that Alan Artibise described in his study of Winnipeg. However, in 

Winnipeg, a business cornmitment to "bigger and better" and a failure of the local 

goverment to deal with issues of urban growth shaped the city's identity at the turn of 

the centuq? Whereas in Yarmouth, acceptance of an image created for the promotion of 
- - - 

6 

Alan Artibise, Winnipeg, A Social History of Urban Growth, 1874-1 914, (Montreai and 
t ondon [Kingston] : McGill-Queen's University Ress, 1979, pp. 28 5-286, 

Artibise used unmigration as one example of the local govemment's failure to 
deal with the city's social problems. As a resdt of Winnipeg's promotion as a "Gateway 
to the West", tens of thouciv~ds of immigrants came to the city. Although, population 
growth added to local prosperity, immigrants with few financial resources became 
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toesm, which accommodated not only business interests but community values, shaped 

the community 's identity in the 1 890s. Yarmouth's booster spirit was based on 

cooperation. Competing interests had corne together to fonn a consensus and in the 

process, Yarmouth was able to develop a cohesive community image.' 

This case study of Yarmouth, 1890-1 894, calls into question Elizabeth 

Bloomfield's dismissal of any coherent growth strategies on the part of Maritime cities. 

Although she acknowledged that much study was needed on the role of Marithne 

municipalities in promoting economic development, she concluded that in cornparison to 

other regions of Canada, "Maritime cities seem to have been l e s t  confident in their 

growth stnitegies."' While her conclusions may have been anected by the limited 

number of studies on Maritime comunities, they were aiso iduenced by a metroplitan 

interpretation of city formation. Bloomfield overlooked the importance of smailer towns 

and cities throughout the Maritimes that developed independentiy of the mettopolitan 

economic and social liabilities. The local govemment's reluctance to provide municipal 
s e ~ c e s  to these residents divided the cornmunity and contributed to its identity as a city 
serving private interests. Artibise, pp. 1 77- 1 94. 

John Taylor in his study of Ottawa noted the fhgmentation that characterized the 
dynamics of the community and as a msult the= lacked a cohesive community image. 
See: John Taylor, Ottawa, An lllustruted History. nie Hisrmy ofCunadian Cilies, 
(Toronto and Ottawa: James Lorimer & Company Publishers and Canadian Museum of 
Civilization, National Museum of Canada, l986), p. 1 17. 

Ebbeth Bloomfield, "Community, ethos and local initiative in urban economic growth: 
review of a theme in Canadian economic history'', M a n  History Yearbook 1983, 
(Leicester University Press, 1983). p. 66. 



reach of the larger urban centres? Yarmouth, with its own economic ambitions, bucked 

the control of Halifax and looked to Saint John as a prefemd metropolitan centre. 

Yarmouth provides an example of a Maritime t o m  that implemented strategies for its 

economic development and asserted its own identity. 

The pianning a d  activities surroundhg the visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen were 

part of Yarmouth's strategy to attract favourable attention. ïhis "event" represented a 

collective effort in promoting the economic well-being of the community, and in doing so 

illustrated a community ethos of "a very go-ahead little town." This midy examines 58 

individu al^'^ who were identified by the press as official participants in the planning and 

activities smunding this visit, as a way of illustrating the various intensts that came 

In her article, Bloomfield referred to Naylor's discussion of bonuses in Maritime bon, 
steel and textile enterprises, Lamy McCann's study of the towns of Pictou, N.S. and Peter 
DeLotiïnville's study of Milltown, N.B. Yet, she seerns to have based her conclusion on 
the failed metropolitan status of Halifax and Saint John, an interpretation of J. M.. S. 
Careless. Bloomfield, pp. S5,63 and J.M.S. Careless, Frontier and Menopolis: Regiom, 
Ciries, and Identities in Canada Befoe 1914, The Donald G Creighton Lectures, 1987, 
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1989), pp. 75-9 1. 

'O See: Note on Sources and Method, pp. 140-145 
Eight of the 64 individuals, identified by the press as official participants in the planning 
and activities surroundhg the visit, were excluded fiom this study. Four of the six 
excluded were either not residents of the town or theïr residency was unknown; two were 
minors. 

S e v d  appendices list the event participants, Board of Trade corporators, and the 
Grand Hotel shareholders. Tables and chans offer profiles of selected individuals, 
patterns of participation in the Yarmouth ecowmy anci cornparison of interests for 
various groupings of individuals. 

The liva and interests of the selected individuais were examined through probate 
records, obiniaries, cemetery records, t o m  directories, voters lists, t o m  assessment 
roles, local newspapers, minutes of the town and municipal councils, lists of shareholdets 
for various companies, acts of incorporation, vesse1 ownership records and other business 
records. 
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together to promote the town. These individuals were used as the starting point for 

examining the community's emerging identity. Even though these 58 participants did not 

necessarily have interests in common with aD the othea in the group, nonetheless they 

fomed a group wlth a common purpose. These individuals were representative of 

Yarmouth's stakeholders. They had financial interests tied to the town's prosperity and 

their involvement in the community extended to local politics, the Board of Trade and 

temperance societies. Their roles and status as event participants mirrored their positions 

within the comrnunity. There were four main groups: the Citizens' and Managing 

committees' members, the Flags and Decorating Cornmittee members, the women who 

participated in the meeting with Lady Aberdeen as the guest and the other participants not 

part of identified committees. In addition to these 58 individuals, the living spouses of 

the women participants were also examined, as their intensts were economically linked 

to those of theu husbands. Although emphasis was given to economic interests, the 

social issue of temperance was linked to the women participants. 

ïhis twofold approach to the study of the role of entrepreneurs in the process of 

city-building is modeled on the work of T. W. Acheson. In the £kt part of his study of 

Saint John, be identified and examinecl the community's leadership. WhiIe a range of 

economic, political and social leaders were included in his study, he found that the 

merchants who played the role of ". . . orgaaizer and director of the principal means of 

production"[' were of central importance in directing and managhg change in their 

I l  

T. W. Acheson, Saint John, The M a h g  of a Colonial Urban Communiiy, flomnto: 
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community. All business activity in the local economy was linked to these merchants. 

Other businessmen depmded upon them for financial accommodation and/or as clients. 

Merchants, as memben of an identifiable business elite, exerted an inordinate amount of 

influence on a commmity's u r h  development. Through the movement of capital, these 

merchants were responsible for industriabation. Through the reform of the local council 

and the political transformation of Saint John from town to city, they were able to 

legitimi~ their business interests as community interem. A consensus in the community 

depended on accommodating these merchants' interests. 

Acheson's snidy of Saint John is dmctly relevant to this study of Yarmouth 

because both Saint John and Yarmouth were involved in the shipping industry. Through 

shipping, wealth was created and business associations were fomed. As a resuit of this 

common connection, Saint John was an important regional centre for the town. 

Yarmouth's entrepreneurs looked to Saint John for business opportuDlties, investments, 

goods and senices, as well as a means of promoting the business interests of theu town. 

Acheson's snidy underscores the importance of examining the influence of those involved 

in shipping and poses the question of the influence of a business elite rooted in shipping 

on Yarmouth's economic and urban development. 

Two studies have exaxnined the origins of Yarmouth's shipping elite. Robert 

Aitken argued that Yarmouth's identity and its emergent economic statu as a sipnificant 

port of registry in the trans-Atlantic shipping industry were shaped by a dominant group 

. 

University of Toronto Press, 1 985), p. 53. 



of merchants. He identified sixteen key ship owners who, through economic, political 

and social interconnections, could be considered an elite.l2 These individuals directed 

Yarmouth's rise as a regional centre in Southwestem Nova Scotia Although Aitken's 

study ended at the height of Yarmouth's status in the trans-Atlantic shipping industry, 

some of the same individuais he had identified as important ship ownen also appear in 

David Alexander's and Gerald Panting's studies for the Atlantic Canada Shipping 

Proje~t.'~ Together they identified twelve elite ship owners whose investments had a 

significant impact on the rise and decline of Yarmouth's sbipping industry. Although 

their studies went beyond the tirne penod of Aitken, their analysis of the impact of these 

ship owners on Yarmouth's landward economy went only as far as 1889. 

This study builds on Aitken, Alexander and Panting by following the activity of 

elite ship ownea and others in the period 1890-1 894. Although shipping declined over 

these years, the experience of having been involved in the shipping industry was a 

persistent experience among the identified event participants. Funher, the "Golden Age" 

of shipping continued to be an important element in the community's identity. Alexander 

and Panting were able to attribute leadership to the twelve elite ship owners, based on 

Robert M Aitken, "Localism and National Identity in Yarmouth, N S, 1830-1 870", (MA 
thesis, Trent University, 1979), p. 56. 
13 

David Alexander and Gerald Panting, ''The Mercantile F l e t  and its Owners: Yarmouth, 
Nova Scotia, 1840-1 889", Acadie11sis, Vol. II, N o 2  (1 W8), pp. 3-28; Gerald Panting, 
"Cradle of Enterprise: Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, 1840-1889", in Enterprising C d u n s :  
Entrepreneurs and Economic Developmmt in Emtetn Canada, 18204914, (St. John's: 
Memonal University of Newfoundland, 1979), pp. 254-271. 
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shipping investments. Their auaiysis of the leadership of these individuals in developing 

Yarmouth's landward ecowmy was based on business records and information 

conceming directorships and investments. During the course of researching this thesis, it 

was found that available business records did aot always supply the kinds of information 

that would aliow an d y s i s  of cornmunity leadership. A variety of sources were 

accessed to ofEset the sometime scant availability of business records and to create a 

senes of investment profiles for selected individuals. In examining the interests of the 

event participants, the dynamics of the community were reconstnicted using patterns of 

economic and political participation. 

This thesis begins with the issues of economic development and political 

transfomation before embarking on the story that led to the two-day visit of Lord and 

Lady Aberdeen. In the first chapter, the role of the local entrepreneur in the 

diversification of the local economy is explored through individual investment profiles 

which show pattems of their economic participation. Shipping interests, business 

associations and investments in the various sectors of the local economy illustrate the 

formation of a new business cornmunity by the 1890s. In the second chapter, the political 

transformation of the town is examined through acts of the provincial legislatwe, and the 

initiatives of the local Town Council. The period 1890-1 894 was seminal for Yarmouth's 

urban devefopment Public monies were used for the improvement of infrastructures and 

the provision of senices. The urban env imen t  was upgraded in order to support a 

growing population, existing businesses and to encourage development of new business 

activity. In the process the Town Councl faciiitated a community ethos that accepted 
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business interests as community interests. Thugh  the issuing of bonds, the Couneil 

broadened a vested interest in the town's economic prosperity to al1 ratepayers. In the 

thud chapter, the Grand Hotel is identified as the key to Yarmouth's transition fiom a 

"gatewayl' for Nova Scotia to a tourist destination. The Grand also became the rallying 

point around which the community began to realize, the town's potentiai for tourism. In 

the final chapter, the story of the planning and activities of the event is told through the 

roles of the event participants and the obsewations of Lady Aberdeen and the press. In 

the end, this event illustrated how the town's business, political and social leaders 

brought the community together in this celebration and used a favourable image to 

promote economic growth through tourism. 



CHAPTER 1 

"A very go-abead little town": Yarmouth's Entetpriaing Citizens 

Lady Aberdeen wrote in her personal journal that Yarmouth was "a very go-ahead 

iittie town."l When she and Lord Aberdeen visited Yarmouth, 27-28 August 1894, they 

were enthusiasticaily welcomed by the town's political, business and social leaders, as 

well as its residents, who lhed the m e t s  and participated in activities planned for the 

visit. Yamiouthians not only celebrated the royal representatives' visit, they celebrated 

and promoted their "go-ahead little t o m "  Yarmouth took pride in the accomplishmmts 

of its citizens and highlighted its finest featwes. Processions and activities centered on 

Main Street where buildings and businesses were decorated with flags, arches and 

buntings. Lord and Lady Aberdeen stayed as guests of the t om in the newly opened 

Grand Hotel. It was a modem town with electric lights, a waterworks, telephones, an 

electric sneet railway, new brick commercial buildings and asphalt sidewalks. 

Lord Aberdeen noted that Yarmouth's enterpnsing citizens were the town's 

greatest asset. He was sure that Yarmouth would 

... prow by leaps and bounds, not by great inflation foliowed by depression, but 
fiom a steady progress built on naturai nsources and especially the firm 
determination and vigorous enterprise of the people. He hopcd that Yannouth 
wodd becorne more and more celebrated, not only as a commercial centre, but as 
a city whem high public tone is maintained, where citizens show it SM be an 

National Archives of Canada (hereafkr NAC) Aberdeen Papers, MG 27 1 B 5, Volume 8, 
Lady Aberdeen's JoinÜals, p. 5 1 9. 



easy thing to do nght and as difficult as possible to do anything wrongo2 

The Abetdeens' comments wen not the only outside reference to Yarmouth's 

entrepreneurid spirit. In the Saint John, Progres?, the importance of Yarmouth's 

commercial centre was underscored by the analogy of a town moving upwards in both a 

moral and a geographic direction away fiom its waterfiont.' As a remit of diversification 

of Yarmouth's economy &er 1878, the geographic orientation of the town shifted fiom 

Water Street to Main Street. During the 1850s and to the 1870s when Yamouth becarne 

increasingly involved in the trans-Atlantic shipping industry, ship owners looked seaward 

fiom the wharves dong Water Street. When the ship owners turned toward the land, it 

was because they perceived investment opportunities in the development of banks, 

railways, industries and utilities. Their wealth, which had been created through the 

shipping industry, provided the means to h c e  Yarmouth's landward development 

fiom the 1860s and on into the 1890s. 

'Special nom the Halifax Herclld in the Yarmouth Herald, 4 September 1894, p. 2. 

A feature article on the Town of Yarmouth appeared in Progvess (Saint John), 14 
October 1893, pp. 9-16. 

Illustration 4 shows an artist's rendition of Yamiouth in 1889. Note, this "bird's 
eye view" shows the town's activity fiom the waterkont area with ships in the harbour 
and industry belchhg the smoke of progress, to the upper sections of town with the 
banks, businesses, govemment buildings and chrnches. In the f89Os, Yarmouth's 
economic shift was visible in its geographic shift fiom Water Street IO Main Street. 
Yannouth's moral growth was aswciated with its churches, the steeples of which c m  be 
seen in this picture. 

Illusûation 5, a fk insurance map surveyed in 1891 and revised in 1900 shows 
the long skinny development corridor of the town with Water and Main Jtnets Mining its 
[mgth. 



The fim landward enterprises were related to the shipping industry itself and 

included banks and marine insurance companies. Yarmouth had two banks, the Bank of 

Yarmouth and the Exchange Bank, which gave local entrepreneurs an investment 

opportunity as well as a source for the fïnancing of new bus in esse^.^ The first industries, 

which included uon works and foundries, were developed with a focus on seMckg the 

shipping industry and were conveniendy located on Water Street By the end of 1 8 7 0 ~ ~  

landward development took on a different focus. Extemal circumstances such as the 

realities of Codederation, fluctuating eade cycles and the new National Policy may have 

influenced the decisions of Yarmouth's entrepreneurs. In the 18ïOs, Yarmouth built a 

railway, the Western Counties Raiiway, dong Water Street which gave easy access to the 

industriai sector. By opening up Iandward transportation and facilitating the movement 

of locally made goods to a national market, the railway spuned on Yarmouth's industrial 

development. Industry changed fkom supplying the local shipping indmtry to producing 

for extemai markets. 

In the 1880s, Yarmouth developed its factories which continued to sustain its 

economy even in the 1890s. a pend of worldwide recession. Yarmouth's manufactures 

included a Cotton mu, a shoe fatory, wood working shops, fish processing operations 

5 

The Bank of Yannouth began business in January 1865 with a capital of $400,000; the 
Exchauge Bank of Yarmouth was established in 1869 also with a capital of $4OO,OOO. 
Both these baaks operated ttuoughout the 1890s. The Exchange Bank became a part of 
the Bank of Montreai ca 1903 and the Bank of Yarmouth coiiapsed in 1905. 
See: Michael Fmcis Bemards, "Backing Industry and Brcaking Backs: The Collapse of 
the Bank of Yarmouth, 1905". (Carleton University, MA Research Essay, 1991); 
J. Murray Lawson, compiler, Ymniouth Part and Present, A Book of Reminiscences, 
(Yarmouth, N.S., 1902), pp. 586. 



and iron wvork~.~ Utility companies were fomed in the 1 880s and 1 890s to s e ~ c e  the 

needs of these new industries and a growing population. As a result of industrialkation, 

the town had experienced a population increase of 74.7% between 188 1-1 89 1 ? Recruits 

to its labour force were drawn mostly fiom the smunding hinterlands. "Yarmouth [in 

cornparison to other communities, such as Amherst and Sydney Mines] remained the 

moa uniformly Nova Scotian in ternis of its residents' birthplaces, but Iike Amherst, it 

acquired a large Acadian Mnority, mostly fiom its sunounding rurai communities."' 

This population growth provided the impetus for Yarmouth's businessmen to look 

upwarcis fiom Water Street, where the wharfs, the railway line and the industries were 

located, to Main Street. This commercial street was transformed by a building boom in 

which wooden structures were replaced with brick commercial buildings, businesses were 

renovated, and hotel accommodations improved, in order to service the needs of an 

Yarmouth had experienced an increase in the nurnber of manufacnuing establishments 
fiom 15 to 151. Capital invested in manufactuNlg went fiom $238,415 to $782,875 and 
the number of han& increased fiom 172 to 925. Source: Canacia. Department of 
Agriculture. C e m u  of Canada, 189 1, "Bulletin No. 12, Table No. 1, Cities and Towns 
having more than 5,000 inhabitants" (Onawa,l892) p. 27. 
The growth in its production output was significant enough that the report mentioned that 
"Yarmouth NS has made remarkable progress, having been in 1881 one of the smaller per 
head in rnanufacturhg, and in 1891 having reached the figure of $206 pet head, the 
population having in the same time increased 75 per cent." Canada Deputment of 
Agriculture. Census of Canada, 1891, "Bulletin No. 1 2"' p. 9. 
7 

Canada, Cennrs of Cana&, 1890-91, Volume 1, "Tabie W-Population of Cities and 
Towns having over 5,000 inhiihitants compared", (Ottawa, 1893), p. 370. 

D. A. Muise, "The Context of Inequaiity: Female Pdcipation in Nova Scotia's Paid 
Labour Force, 1871-1921 ", Acadiensis, XX, 2 (Spring 1991), p. 12. 
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expanding clientele. 

In the 1890s private and public monies were invested in upgrading and developing 

utilities, roads, sidewalks, sewers and other hfkstructure. Just as the railway facilitated 

the movement of goods to and fiom the town, a utility Company was organized to build a 

stmt railway for the movement of peopie along Main Street. The street railway would 

link the north and south ends of town, providing easy access to the shops, businesses, 

entertainments, govemment buildings, and churches along this commercial strip. As 

well, it would bring people to the factories which were located just one block away along 

Water Street. Although, the street railway was planned during the 1880s, it would not be 

realized unti 1 1 892. 

In the 1880s and 1890s, an improved ocean and land transportation system 

strengthened Yarmouth's position as a "gateway" to Nova Scotia In the 188Os, the 

Yarmouth Steamship Company established a regular steamship service between 

Yarmouth and Boston. in cornparison with the alternative of a long and expensive 

raihoad trip, its s e ~ c e  between the United States and Nova Scotia was fast and cheapD9 

At around the same time bat the Yarmouth Steamship Company placed a second steamer 

into service, a railway line fiom Digby to Annapolis was nearing completion. Prior to 

The Yarmouth Steamship Company Limited had two steamers in reguiar service in the 
1890s. The Yamouth was placed into s e ~ c e  in 1888 and the Boston in [1890]. Each 
vessels had a capacity of three hmdred and n f t y  passengen. Yarmouth Steamshp Co. 
Ltd., L m d  of Evungeline Route, The Yarmouth Line. The Shortest and Most Pleasant 
Route Between Boston and Nova Scotia and Cupe Breton, ca. 1894. 
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the opening of this rail line known as the "missing l i d ~ , " ' ~  Yarmouth's railway, the 

Western Counties Railway did not provide a direct connection to Annapolis, a major 

Nova Scotia tourist attraction. When the so cailed missing section of rail line was 

completed on 27 July 189 1, a contuiuous and direct rail route ran fiom Yarmouth to 

Haiifax via the Western Counties Raiiway and other rdway companies. This rail line 

brought passengen fiom Yannouth to Annapolis, Cape Breton and other touria 

destinations throughout the province. 

In the 1890s, Yarmouth businessmen had a choice: retain a share of Nova Scotia's 

tourists by tmnsfomiing the town into a tourist destination or remain a "gateway" through 

which visitors passed by the town. One of the suggested ways in which the town could 

entice tourists to stay a while was by improving and expanding its tourist facilities. This 

perceived need was first brought to public attention in 1888 just after the Yarmouth 

Steamship Company improved its service between Boston and Yarmouth. The issue was 

brought into the public arena again inl890, just before the completion of the "missing 

link." Gradually this potentiai opportunity for expanded economic growth and prosperity 

through tourism would b ~ g  Yarmouth's businesmen together on Main Street. In 1894, 

local businessmen with a vision of ever increasing prosperity would build a "Grand 

Hotel", would orgark themselves hto a Board of Trade, and would entenain Lord and 

10 

The ïnissing W' was the section of the Western Counties Railway and the Windsor & 
Annapolis Railway between Digby and Annapolis. This short but important section of rail 
created an integrated railway system throughout Nova Scotia. J. E. Kinaey. The Port of 
Y~lnnouth and i f .  Development, A RBlf Wistorical Sktchfiom the Emty Days to the 
Present, (Yamouth, NS: K i d s  Club of Yarmouth, 1930) p. 10. 
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Lady Aberdeen as guests of the town. 

As the town's economy changed fiom the 1860s to the 1 8 9 0 ~ ~  so too did the roles 

of individuals who had invested in Yarmouth's economic development. By the 1890s, 

Yarmouth's enterprising citizens formed a new business community. Two characteristics 

remained constant as the economy shifted fiom a seaward to a landward focus. Fim, 

many of Yarmouth's entrepreneurs could trace their roots to shipping. Second, local 

entrepreneurs' interests were intermeshed within the local economy. They continued to 

have a vested interest in prornoting the town's economic prosperity and growth. By 

examining these two characteristics, we ean see how s h e d  interests contributed to the 

cohesion of this new business community. 

Of particuiar importance to Yarmouth's landward development was the 

persistence between those who had ken involved in Yarmouth's shipping industry and 

those who developed other sectors of the local economy. Those individuals who 

participated in the landward econorny represent the fidl range of investors found in the 

shipping industry, narnely elite ship owners, prominent ship ownea, and others who had 

held shipping interests during the period, 1 860- 1 889. David Alexander and Gerald 

Panting, in their snidy of the Yarmouth shipping industry, identified nvelve elite ship 

owners who had the gnatea impact on the rise and decline of the local shipping 

industry." Because they held 23% of the registered tonnage in Yarmouth's ocean-going 

fleet, when they began to withdraw their investments in ocean-going vessels, the industry 

t t  

David Alexandet and Geraid Panting, "The Mercantile Fieet and its Owners: Yarmouth, 
Nova Scotia, 1840-1889", Acadien&, VD, 2 (Spriag 1978), p. 21. 
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went into decline. From tbe 1850s to 1889, these twelve ship owners took leadership 

roles in landward development through the5 investments and their positions on boards of 

directors. As a group, these elite ship owners ". . . held 46% of the dhctorships in local 

banks (1865-1886), 40% in textile fïrms, 21% in insunuice (1 858-1 886) and similar 

shares in utility companies (1 863-1886) and railway directorships (1 870-1 885)."12 

These twelve elite ship ownen were part of a larger group of investors whom 

Gerald Panting had identified. In al1 74 ship owners held 74% of the tonnage placed on 

the registry by Yarmouth residents.I3 The twelve elite ship owners were part of this 

group. Although the remaining 62 ship owners were not elite, they were considered 

prominent. Panting pointed to intemarriages between members of elite ship owners' 

families and these prominent ship owners to show the interconnectedness of this shipping 

fkitemity. As he noted, with the progress of tirne, a younger generation of prominent ship 

ownen replaced an older retired generation of elite ship ownen. Over t h e  these 

prominent ship owners also played a more visible role in developing landward 

enterprises. According to Panting, Yarmouth's business community, based on shared 

interests in shipping and reinforced through family comections, was a homogeneous 

Gerald Panting, ''Cnidle of Enterprise: Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, 1840-1 889" in Lewis 
Fischer and Eric Sager, editors, The Enterprising Canudians: En~epreneurs und 
Economic Development in Eostem Ca& Z82O-Z9M, (St. John's, Newfoundland: 
Mernorial University, 1978), p. 259. 
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group. l4 The time period for those shidies, however, ended with 1 889. 

By the 1890s there was less of a distinction between elite shipowners and othea 

who had interests in the Yarmouth economy. Part of this reason was age and longevity. 

Of Panting's twelve elite shipowners, seven were alive in 1893. Funher, two were 70 

years of age or older, and the remabhg five, William D. Lovitt, Loran E. Baker' George 

H. Lovitt, William Law and John L o v i ~  averaged 61 years of age in 1893. As the elite 

numbers dwindled and the econorny diversified, the business leadership became more 

inclusive, so that by 1890 it consisted of a broader range of entrepreneurs with more 

varied economic interests. 

Other ship ownea, merchants, businessmen and professionals took leadership 

roles dong with elite ship ownea. However, even within this new business leadership, 

there remained a continuity beween those who had held shipping interests and 

invesmients in other sectoa of Yarmouth's economy. Prominent ship owners who 

included, for example, Thomas Killam Zd, Nathan B. Lewis, Jacob Bingay and A.W. 

Eakins, had shared their shipping interests with others, and had continued this business 

practice of sharing in the risk as they ventured into new economic enterprises. Shipphg 

was the basis of not ody the wealth u x d  to finance these ventures but also the basis of 

business relationships. Even merchants, businessmen and professionals who hcluded, 

Furthet, these individuais had a common heritage. Theu anceston were New Engiand 
Planters and United Empire Loyalists who had contributed to the early deveiopment of 
the tom. Sharon Reilly discusses the influence of these New Englanders and British 
loyalists on the town's economic and architectural development in the 1 9 ~  century. 
Sharon Reilly, Selected buildings in Yminouth, Nova Scotia, Manuscript Report No. 262, 
(Parks Canada, Ottawa, 1977). pp.1-21. 
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for example S. A. Crowell and Robert Caie, had owned shares in Yarmouth's vessels. 

Since the ownership of vessels was based on the British mode1 of 64 shares, this meant 

that as many as 64 individuals could own shares in a single vessel. Although the nurnber 

of investon varieci fiom vessel to vessel, the more investoa there were in a single vessel, 

the less risk there was for any one hvestor. 

The concept of reducing shareholder liability in joint stock business ventures was 

not a new concept for Yamiouthians who had been involved in the shipping industry. 

The practice of taking shares financed the development of Yarmouth's banks, the 

Western Counties Railway, the Yarmouth Steamship Company, industries and utilities. 

The same business associations formed tbrough shipping, however, were not necessarily 

carried over into these landward developments. Shipping had k e n  a common business 

experience, but as Yarmouth's economy diversified, new busimss associations were also 

formed. These individuais knnw each other. In some instances, famiiy co~ect ions were 

ni11 present among business associates. Despite the changes, Yarmouth's business 

community remained a homogeneous group." Othen who had not sbared in shipping 

investments also participateci in the development of specific sectors of the economy. For 

example, machinia and manufacturer George W. Johnsoni6 and Main S t m t  businessman 

Yarmouth's new business community consisted of Protestants with British or American 
origins. Many of these individuals could trace their heritage to New England Planten and 
United Empire Loyalists who had settied in Yarmouth. Some newcomers were 
immigrants h m  Britain or the United States, while others were h m  families who had 
settled in other parts of Nova Scotia or New Btu~lswl*ck, 

16 

George W. Johnson came to Yarmouth fiom the Unitcd States. In 1867 , he and Joseph 



Joseph R Wyman had become part of the business community because they possessed 

technical skills or entrepreneurid talents which contributed to Yarmouth's economic 

growth. In the 1890~~ however, a new business community was king formed with a 

focus on urban development and a reorientation of the community as a tourkt destination. 

To bring the work of Alexander and Panting into the 189Os, this chapter includes 

the different investment profiles of nine Yannouth investor~.~~ These individuals were 

selected to illustrate the second characteristic of Yarmouth's new business commututy, 

that is, to show how economic interests were intermeshed within the local economy. 

Eight were also officia1 participants in the planning and activities surrounding the visit of 

Lord and Lady Aberdeen. Seven were investors in the Grand Hotel. All but one had 

participated in Yarmouth's shipping industry. The examination begins with five elite ship 

Burrell founded the h Burreli-Johnson & Co. which later becarne known as the 
Burrell-Johnson lron Co. The firm operated until 1899, at which t h e  the business went 
into liquidation. In 1900, the fm was purchased and revived under the name the New 
Bunell-Johnson bon Co. Source: YCMA, YMS 4, Yarmouth Business Records, Burrell- 
Johnson bon Co. 

During the early 1890s, George W. Johnson was manager of the fum. The 1890 
Yannouth directory listed George W Johnson with the Burrell-Jobnson Company, while 
the 1895 Yarmouth Dinctory listed him as pmprietor of the City Corn Mills. Reference 
was also made to George W. Johnson as pioprietor of the City Corn Mill in Progress, 14 
October 1893. 

These nine selected individuals include five elite ship owners, George H. Lovitt, William 
D. Lovitt, Loran E. Baker, John Lovitt and William Law; two prominent ship owners, A. 
W. Eakins and Nathan B. Lewis; one individual with some sbipping interests but not 
enough to be considered either elite or prominent, S. A. Crowell; and one individuai with 
no shipping interests, Joseph R Wymaa Appendiv 4 details the investment profiles for 
each of these individuals. 

AU of the selected individuals, except for George H. Lovitt, were identified as 
oficial participants in the planning and activities surrounâing the visit of Lord and Lady 
Aberdeen. 



owners, f h t  as part of the larger group of suMving elite ship owwrs and then 

individually. Although al1 five retained investments in the local economy, some also 

invested in regional, national and American enterprises as well. The profiles oftwo 

prominent ship owners and one other ship owner, illustrate àifferences in their business 

associations fiom shippiag to landward enterprises. Their business associations fonned 

through shipping did not necessarily carry over as hvestments shifted fiom sea to land. 

New business associations were fomed through the development of banks, a 

transportation system, various industries, utilities and the Grand Hotel. The one 

individual examined who did not have any shipping interests, Joseph Wyman, illustrates 

a more Iirnited participation in Yarmouth's local economy. Mer resolution of a court 

case involving the Merchants' and Manufacturers' Company Limited and the Yarmouth 

Gas & Light Company Limited, his local investment focus was his Main Street business. 

As a group, the eight elite ship owners alive in 1890 had participated in d l  sectors 

of Yarmouth's economy which included sbipping, banking, transportation, industries and 

utilities. As a group, the six eiite ship owners dive in 1894 also paaicipated in the 

development of tourism, with the building of the Grand Hotel. Although an examination 

of the investments of the five elite ship owners who were active in business in 1893 

revealed some variations in their economic intetests, these individuais were stiU 

intermeshed in the Local economy. For example, during the 1890s George H. Loin 

continued to invest in vessels and was listed in the Yarmouth directones as a ship owner 



with an office on Jenkins Street? While he had not invested in dl of the sectors of 

Yarmouth's economy, he had shares in both of Yarmouth's bauks and the Yarmouth 

Street Railway and the Lake George Water Company. He did not invest in the Western 

Counties Railway, the Yamouth Steamship Company or in any of the industries 

examined in this study, nor did he participate in the building of the Grand Hotel. A closer 

examination of George H. Lovin's personal property, as inventoried in his probate 

records filed in 190 1, showed that the greatest part of his estate, 70%, was in cash and 

bank deposits followed by stocks and bonds. Bonds included municipal bonds for 

Yarmouth, Halifax, Quebec and the U.S. Together this information seems to suggest that 

George H. Lovitt had chosen rentier investments. Except for utility companies, he was 

not active in developing new economic enterprises during the 1 890s. Yet, he still had a 

vested interea in the prosperity of Yarmouth's economy, for 14% of his personai vdue 

was tied up in Town of Yarmouth water bonds.19 

William D. Lovitt, in contrast to his brother George, had been involved as an 

investor in al1 secton of Yarmouth's economy, and was a director of the Grand Hotel. In 

addition to shipping interests (1 1%), stocks and bonds (3 1%), reai estate, Me insurance, 

cash and other property (29%), William lent monies to Yarmouth nsidents in the fonn of 

1890 Yimnouth Town Directory ( Yarmouth: Yarmouth Times, 1 890) pp. 73; Yarniouth 
Town Directory and Guide, John Miller, compiler, (Yarmouth, Yarmouth Light, 1895), p. 
70. 
19 

Probate Record # 3210, Inventory for the Estate of George H. Lovitt nled 25 January 
1901, original records located at the Yarmouth County Regimy Office, Yarmouth, N.S. 
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mortgages and promissory notes (29%)F0 Among those who were listed in an estate 

Iedger, June 1894, as indebted for a mortgage to William D. Lovitt was George W. 

Johnson, formerly associated with the Burrell-Johnson Iron Company, a Company in 

whifh William D. Lovitt held shares. Not only was Wiiliam D. Lovitt part of the new 

economy, but be was aiso part of an old mercantile economy in which merchants were the 

primary lenders to those who could not q u d Q  or chose not to borrow fiom the banks. 

William D. Lovitt was also representative of the elite ship owner who through death or 

age passed his legacy onto the next generation. Early in 1894, his shares in the Grand 

Hotel were inherited by his son, William Leslie Lovitt who would fil1 his father's role as 

director on the boards of the Grand Hotel and the Yarmouth Duck and Yarn Company 

Limited. He was listed in 1894 as a Yannouth Board of Trade corporator" and would 

continue to Iive in Yarmouth until his death in 1907. In addition to leadership roles, a 

pattern of diversification which had begun to emerge was also pasxd d o m  fiom the elite 

ship owners to the next generation. For instance, although William D. Lovitt had 

invested largely in local enterprises, a part of his estate was also Uivested outside of 

Yannouth. This later strategy was adopted by his son. By 1907, none of William 

Leslie's investments in stocks and bonds, which comprised 58% of his estate, were based 

Probate Record # 3 170, uiventory and Vaiuation of the Estate of William D. Lovitt, filed 
19 May 1894, original records located at the Yarmouth County Registry Office, 
Yarmouth, N.S. 

The original signors on the Yannouth Board of Trade are referred as "cofp~rators" in the 
registration documents. Throughout this thesis, uiis tenn is used in reference to these 
individuais. See Appendix 2 for a List of these corporators. 



in Yarmouth. Instead his investments were largely in American enterprises." So that 

while William Leslie continued to iive in Yarmouth, his economic interestsi wodd 

become less and l e s  intemeshed with the local economy. 

The other three elite ship ownea living and active in business in 1894, Loran E. 

Baker, John Lovitt and William Law, continued to participate in the Local economy. In 

the 1890s, these thne elite ship owners heiped shape Ymouth's direction as a tourist 

destination. Loran E. Baker focused his investments in the Yarmouth Steamship 

Company and the Grand Hotel. This move to concentrate in this direction began in the 

1 8 80s. in a letter, dated March 1 883, Baker indicated that he was rethinking his 

investment strategy. He wrote to A. C. Robbuis, another elite ship owner, thanking him 

for his kind invitation to take stock in the newly formed power knitting Company. 

1 am not prepared whether 1 can take stock in the Co. 1 will decide when 1 get 
home if there is any to spare-We have just begun our Railway negotiations and 1 
cannot say yet what the result will be . . . 1 am obliged for your kind offer of stock 
but [Il am getting into too many companies." 

Prominent ship owners, A. W. Eakins and Nathan B. Lewis, joined the elite ship 

ownea in business ventures which were unnlated to the shipping industry. These two 

individuals repment some important variations in patterns of business associations. A. 

W. Eakins was bom in Yarmouth but was not related by birth or mariage to the elite ship 

')$ - 
Probate Record # 3 192, Inventory of the Estate of William L. Lovitt, filed 12 September 
1907, original records located at the Yarmouth County Registry Office, Yarmouth, N.S. 
23 

Loran E. Baker to A. C. Robbins, 13 March 1883, YCMA, Parker-Eakins Collection, P- 
E, A.C. Robbias file. 



owners' f d i e s .  He had been a partner in the fh Parker-Eakins, merchants, and had 

shared vesse1 ownership with A. C. Robbins, an elite ship owner, who was also associated 

with Parker-Eakins. He had not participated in any of Yarmouth's banks, nor in the 

industries and utilities, examineci in this study. He had held shms in the Western 

Counties Railway but not in the Yarmouth Steamship Company. In 1893, however, he 

was a director of the manufachiring fhn Kinney-Haley2' which had a wood-workuig 

factory located on Water Street. Even though, he had not been previously involved in 

business dealings with elite ship owners Wiiiarn D. Lovitt, L. E. Baker, or John Lovitt, 

in 1893 he would join them to establish the Grand Hotel Company Limited. Further, in 

L 894 he was listed as a Board of Trade corporator and would act as its President after its 

formation? As illustrated by the inventory of his estate filed in 1937, throughout his life, 

A. W. Eakins' economic interem continued to be largely intermeshed with the local 

ec~nomy.'~ 

In 1884, the firm became incorporated under the name Kinney-Haley Manuf'turing 
Company (Limited) with $20,000 capital. The stock was held entinly by Yamiouth 
investors. In 1893, E K Spinney was president, John H. Haley was manger and A. W. 
Eakins was a member of the board of directors. Frorn its factory located on Water Street, 
the company manufactured such wwd products as firrniture, doors, sashes, bliads, hand 
rails, posts, baluters, mouldings, brackets, and fittuigs of every description in woodwork. 
As well they furnished churches, offices, and summer cottages. In 1893 thty employed 
25 men but had the capacity to employ about 50. Nova Scotia House of Assembly. 
Journal and Proceedings, 1891, "Appendix No. 12-Joint Stock Companies", p. 7; 
Progress, 14 October 1893, p. 12. 

?-' See Appendix 2 for a listing of the Board of Trade corporators, May 1894. 
26 

Probate Record # 1833, Inventory of the Estate of A. W. Eakins filed 15 May 1937, 
origùial records located at Yarmouth County Registcy Office, Yamiouth, N.S. 
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Although Nathan B. Lewis had not shared in vessel ownuship with any of the 

elite ship owners, he had been associated with William D. Lovitt, Loran E. Baker, John 

Lovitt and William Law in various landward developments. Notably, he had shand 

interests in both of Yarmouth's banks, the Yarmouth Steamship Company, the Yarmouth 

Gas and Light Company, and the Yarmouth Street Railway. As well, his economic 

interests in Yarmouth went beyond these investments, as he continwd as a partner in the 

firm of H & N B Lewis, merchants, which had locations on Water Street, as well as Main 

Street. Lewis continued to have economic interests in Yarmouth throughout his life. 

Further, these interests went beyond his partnership in H & N B Lewis, his stocks and 

bonds, to include mortgages and promissory notes." Like William D. Lovitt, Nathan B. 

Lewis was also involved in lending monies to Yarmouth nsidents, a practice reminiscent 

of an old mercantile economy. Arnong those who owed him money through a promissory 

note was W.L. RogerSZ8, another Main Street merchant. 

S. A. Crowell, neither an elite nor a prominent ship owner, had shared shipping 

and landward investments with elite and other ship ownen. He had shared in vessel 

ownership with elite ship owner William Law, and he had shared in a number of 

landward investments including the Exchange Bank of Yarmouth, the Western Counties 

Railway, and the Yarmouth Steamship Company with elite ship owners William D. 

27 

Probate Record # 3 156, Inventory of the Estate of N. B. Lewis filed 17 April1899, 
original records located at Yarmouth County Registry Office, Yarmouth, N.S. 
28 

W. L. Rogers was a member of the Flags and Decorating Cornmittee for the visit of Lord 
and Lady Aberdeen, Au* 1894. 
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Lovitt, Loran E. Baker, John Lovitt and William Law. As weU, he had invested in the 

Burrell-Johnson Iron Company and the Yarmouth Gas C~mpany.'~ In 1893, S. A. 

Croweil would join elite ship owners William D. Lovitt, Loran E. Baker, and John Lovitt, 

as well as other ship owners A. W. Eakins, Nathan B. Lewis, Robert Caie and E. K. 

Spinney, as onginai corporate members of the Grand Hotel Company Limited. 

Joseph R Wyman had not s h e d  in shipping investments and except for the 

Yarmouth Gas & Light Company Limited, he did not share in any of the elite ship 

ownen' other investments. However, tbis association became confrontational, as another 

company in which Joseph R. Wyman was a director, the Merchants' and Manufacturerd 

Company Limited, attempted a takeover of the gas company. The cornpetition between 

these two companies, illustrated how the old established business leadership of the town 

as represented by the gas company directon and shareholden, was challenged by a less 

established group of busiaessmen wtiich included other ship owners and lesser merchants. 

The Yarmouth Gas & Light Company was fomed in 1863 with the purpose of 

supplying gas for the lighting of homes in the Yarmouth area. Among the directors were 

elite ship owners Samuel Killam, President, and John W. Lovin3* Main Street became 

illuminated by gas lighting in 1872. Aithough the Yarmouth Gas Bt Light Company had 

Probate Record # 984, inventory of Estate of S. A. Crowell filed 7 May 1908, original 
records located at Yarmouth County Registry Office, Yarmouth, N.S. 

J. Murray Lawson, compiler, Ymniouth Past and Present, A Book of lleminiscences, 
(Yarmouth, NS, 1902) p. 586. 
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k e n  in active business for some years, the company only became incorporated in 18881' 

As gas lighting was replaced by electncity, the scope of the company's operations 

changed with the technology. The Act which incorporated the company stated that the 

purpose of the company was to sel1 ". . . to the town and muaicipality, light, heat and 

motive power, including electric light service, both arc and incandescent, and other 

improved systems of illuminating and fuel, gas and electnc motors for supplying power 

to hotels, printing offices, street railways and facto rie^."^' The Yarmouth Gas & Light 

Company installed electric Street lights on Main Street and service began in 1888. Also 

in 1888, a new joint stock company was incorporated under the name of the Merchants' 

and Manufachirea' Company (Limited). Directors of this new company included Joseph 

R. Wyman, William C. Rowe, Stephen B. Murray and Dr. Albert M. Perrid3 In a 1892 

R G Dunn Report, this company was described under thc category of electric light and 

powed4 During the 1890s these two companies became involved in a legal battle when 

the shareholders of the gas company accused some of the company's directors who were 

also connected with the Merchants' and Manufactures' Company, of illegal actions. 

3 1 

Nova Scotia House of Assembly. Starutes of Nova Scoriu, 1888, Chapter 127, pp. 398- 
403. 

33 

Nova Scotia House of Assembly. Journal md Proceedings, I891, "Appendix No. 
12-Joint Stock Companies", pp. 20-2 1. 

nie Mercantile Agency Refirence Book (md key)for the Dominion of Canado O G Dun 
& Co., 1892), p. 614. 



When irregularities were first suspecte& elite ship owner John Lovitt filed litigation to 

open the company's books." Further, the shareholders filed for and were granted an 

injunction which restrained the powers of the directors? The plaintiffs in this case, 

Yarmouth Gas Light Company shareholders, Hugh D. Cams7 and James J. Loviti3' 

claimed that the directon of the gas companfg ". . . fiaudulently procured a 

controllhg interest in the gas company, and then purchased the electnc light plant owned 

by themselves and their fnends at an exorbitant price, the resuit was that the interest of 

the plaintins in the stock of the gas company was wholly lost."" The final decision in the 

case d e d  in favour of the plaintiffs, Hugh D. Cam and others?' Following the decision, 

the matter was resolved through legislation which amended the Yarmouth Gas & Light 

" ~ a n n o u ~ h  Telegram, December 189 1. 

The Nova Scofia Reports, Volume XXIII Containing Reports ofcoses Argued and 
Determined in the Supreme Court of Nova Scoriu, Benjamin Russell and John M Gilbert, 
reporters,(Toronto: The Carswell Company, LtdJ 893), pp. 475-482 

'' Hugh D. Cam was a shareholder in the Grand Hotel. 

38 James J. Lovitt served as Mayor of Yarmouth fiom 1890- 1892. 
29 

These were the defendants who also held intetests in the Mercbants' and Manufacturers 
Company Limited. 

" Y m o u t h  Hertz14 16 October 1894. 
41 

Among the defendants was Dr. Albert M. Perrin, an unsuccessful candidate in the 1892 
town corncil election. ûther defendants hcluded Robert S. Eakins, E. F d y n  
Clements, Edgar M. Clements ail of Yarmouth and Linus Childs of Boston. 



Company's incorporation and aüowed for recapitalization? Shares were redistnbuted to 

twelve shareholdea and hcluded John Lovitt, William Law, Thomas KiIlam, Nathan B. 

Lewis, Bowman B. Law, Joseph H. Cann, Hugh D. Cam and S. A. Croweil." In this 

case the defendants were not able to outnianeuver the established order. In addition, 

when the Grand Hotel openeci, the Yarmouth Gas & Light Company would supply its gas 

requirements. 

Even though, Joseph R. Wyman, as a director of the Merchants' and 

Manufacnirers Company Limited, had been part ofthe business community which had 

challenged the elite ship owners and their associates in the Yarmouth Gas Company, he 

would cooperate and do business with these s m e  individuals when the Grand Hotel was 

built. His business furnished the hotel with bolstem,* as well it served the uicreasing 

number of visitors who were attracted to Yarmouth by the hotef. Wyman would also join 

with other Main Street merchants to form the Yarmouth Board of Trade in 1894. His 

Main Smet business was his livelihood. It was in his interests to promote and encourage 

any economic development that would add to Yarmouth's economic prosperity. 

Five characteristics of Yarmouth's business cornmunity are illutrated through 

42 

Nova Scotia House of Assembly. Statutes of Nova Scotia, Chapter 134, 1895, pp. 607- 
613. 
13 

The other shareholden included Charles T. Grantham, Hugh E. Cam and Linus M. 
Childs. 

Dalhousie University Archives @UA), Grand Hotel fonds, MS4-210, Corporate Minute 
Book entry dated 27 June 1894, p. 54. 
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these selected individuals. First, investors who had been involved in the shipping 

industry invested in Yarmouth's local landward economy. This pattern penisted in the 

1890s, even though there was evidence of a generational shift within the business 

community. Those without any previous shipping interests had a limited participation in 

the locai economy during the 1890s. Second, thae was a persistent economic 

involvement of the surviving elite ship owners in the local economy. The most visible of 

these elite ship owners, William D. Lovitt, Loran E. Baker, William Law and John Lovitt, 

invested in al1 sectors of the local economy. Third, while the same business associations 

formed through vesse1 ownership might not carry over into other landward investments, 

the practice of sharing in nsk was canied over and provided the basis for financing 

Yarmouth's banks, railways, the Yarmouth Steamship Company, industries, utilities and 

the Grand Hotel. These local entrepreneurs knew each other and were prepared to M e r  

their business interests as a group. This was demonstrated through their participation in 

Yarmouth's economic development, in the formation of Yamouth's Board of Trade and 

through their involvement in the visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen. Founh, Yarmouth's 

new business community included a broad range of entrepreneurs with varied intercsts. 

Newcomers and others with no shipping interem became part of the business community 

because they had special skills or expertise which contributcd to development of the local 

economy. A younger generation of entrepreneurs were establishing themselves dong 

side an older group of well-established businesSmen. And even those who had competing 

interests would cooperate to M e r  their economic interests in the tom. And lastly, 
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members of Yarmouth's new business community took on leaàership roles which 

extended beyond thek direct involvement in the local economy. Four of the individuals 

profiled in this chapter were invoived in formation of the Yannouth Board of T'raded5 and 

four would nia as Town Council candidates? 

The selected individuais represent the kinds of investors who had participated in 

Yarmouth's landward economy and contributed to its image as "a very go-ahead linle 

town."" Their involvement in shaping their town's identity was not limited by their 

involvement in the landward development of the local economy. Some of these same 

individuals were dso involved in Yarmouth's political transformation, which is the 

subject of the next chapter. 

4s 

The Yannouth Board of Trade was registered in May 1894. 
listed A. W. Eakins, William Law, George W. Johnson, and 
complete Listing of these corporators see Appendix 2. 
$6 

The registration documents 
Joseph R. Wyman. For a 

The following four individuals ran as t o m  council candidates (1 890-1 894): George W. 
Johnson, Nathan B. Lewis, Joseph R Wyman and A. W. Eakins. 

Of these nine selected individuais, seven were associated with the Grand Hotel as 
shareholders or original corporate members. These individuals included: William D 
Lovitt, Loran E Baker, William Law (a subscriber who later withdrew but gave a 
donation to the company), John Lovin, S. A. Crowell, Nathan B. Lewis, and A. W. 
Eakins. Although William Law bad subscribed to Grand Hotel stock, when asked to pay 
up he rem and asked to have his name taken h m  the subsmiption List. As 
compensation for his subsaiption, he donated $500 to the company. For the purposes of 
this study, Wiiam Law has been included as a Grand Hotel subscrîberfshareholder. 
DU& Gtand Hotel Company f d ,  MS4t lO,  Corporate Minute Book, enay for 7 
March 1894, p. 38. 



CHAPTER 2 

Political Tmnsformaâion: Yarmouth Becomes A Real Town, 18W-f 894 

As local entrepreneurs shifted their investments fiom a seaward to a landward 

focus, their attitude toward the t o m  changed. Increasingly, they saw the urban 

development of the town as a way of furthering their landward investments. Gradually, 

the ratepayers would also corne to see the t o m  as an investment in itself. Taxation was 

the pivotal issue in Yarmouth's uban development and politicai transformation. Frorn 

1855 and into the 1890s, Yarmouth's property owners were not always convinced that 

theu wealth shouid be taxed for the provision of public services. Through various acts of 

the provincial legislature, the local areas' responsibilities for taxation increased but so too 

did their capacity to manage theu own affairs. For Yarmouth, the electors' choice to 

incorporate the t o m  in 1890 was an important step for its developrnent, signalling a 

change of attitude which allowed the town to push ahead on civic improvements hanced 

through public monies. In the process of upgrading idbstnicnue and providing services, 

the local government acted as a mediator between competing interests, supported the 

formation of a new business community and faciiitated the cohesion of the comm~ty's 

identity. This chapter examines the political transformation of Yarmouth from the issue 

of taxation, the role of the local government in protecting the interests of the propertied 

nsidents, and the accommodation of business interests as community interests. 

In 1856, Yarmouth Township was the only distnct in Nova Scotia which had 

chosen local self- govemment under the 1855 act of municipiil incorporation. A local 



historian, George S. Brown described Yarmouth's venture into local seKgovemment as a 

short-lived experiment.' In 1858, Yarmouth's electorate reversed its decision for self- 

government through a vote anci requested a repeai of the act in the provincial legislature. 

While the administration of Yarmouth reverted to provincially appointed officials, this 

experiment altered its administrative district. Prior to 1856, Yarmouth was connected to 

Argyle but the vote for municipal incorporation created two separate districts, one for 

Argyle and one for Yarmouth. The new municipal area of Yarmouth included a rurai area 

and the town, each of which had different interests. The issue which led to the reversal of 

Yarmouth's self-governing status was the cos  of administration. According to J. Murray 

Beck, a political historian who wrote about the administrative development of 

goveniment in Nova Scotia, the purchase of a new f re  engine through a tax levied on the 

ratepayen was the point of contentiod This expendinire was seen as a benefit for the 

town and not the rural area. At this thne, Yarmouth investors were involved in the 

shipping industry. Their seaward focus would not begin to change until the late 1870s 

and early 1880s when Yarmouth's shipping industry declined and investors ~ n n c d  

landward. in 1858 there was a reluctance to support this kind of landward investment 

through a direct tax on their wealth. 

-- - - 

I 

George S. Brown, Ymmouth, Nova Scotia: A Sequel to Campbell's History (Boston: 
Rand Avery, 1888, Reprinted Argyle Municipahy Histoncal & Geneaiogical Society, 
1995), p. 3 15. 
2 

J. Murray Beck, The Evolution of Mimicipal Government in Nova Scotia, 17494973, ( A  
Study prepared for the Nova Scotia Royal Commission on Education, Public Services and 
Provincial-Municipal Relations, 1973), p. 17. 



In 1879, the issue of direct taxation and local self-governent again resuffaced 

when the provincial govemment passed the Couaty Incorporation Act. By dividing the 

whole province into municipal areas, the provincial govemment ". . . brought self- 

govemment to the dooa of the people."3 This County Incorporation Act set in motion a 

transformation in the administration of the province and was the first province-wide 

provision for local responsible government. htead of king administered by 

provincidy appointed offcials, qualified electon, under the County Incorporation Act, 

would elect their own officials to form municipal councils. The only entities not afZected 

by this legislation were areas which through acts of the legislature had secwd city 

charters or acts for t o m  incorporation. The Act created the Municipality of Yarmouth 

and placed the town and surrounding rural ana within the same politicai and 

administrative smacture. 

In passing this Iegislation, ". . . the Holmes government had emanged public 

opinion by its 'conspiracy of silence' ."4 The County Incorporation Act had been drafted 

in secrecy and pushed through the legislanue without coasdting the electorate or their 

provincially elected representatives. The province, in a state of financial crisis, had in 

effect downloaded the costs of administration and the responsibility for direct taxation 

in 1892, this was a comment made by Premier Fielding in bis adàreu to a group of 
municipal c o d l o r s  representing the various municipalities throughout the province. 
See: Nova Scotia Houe of Assembly, Journal and Proceedings, 1892, "Report on 
Conference of Municipal Affairs", p. 2. 

J. Munay Beck, The Evolution of Municipal Government in Nova Scotia, I749-IW3 p. 
28. 
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onto the local govemments, while avoiding the wrath of local ratepayem. Financial 

resources of the province had been severely altered with the division of fiscal 

responsibilities beiween the federal and provincial govements, and the grants, undu the 

better terms agreement, from the federai goverment to offset the resulting provincial 

deficit were coming to an end in 1879. Further, the provincial govemment had a 

restricted tax base because locai self-government was relatively underdeveloped within 

Nova Scotia. Introducing taxation at the local level was desirable yet a risky option. Past 

experience may have infiuenced the expedient passage of this act. When the provincial 

govemment introduced direct taxation for school support in 1865, it was met with a great 

deai of opposition. In time, however, there was an acceptance of this policy, pady 

because the locai level had been given a measure of control over the collection of the tax. 

Through the County Incorporation Act, the provincial government expanded its ability to 

tax, borrow, regdate, the and provide s e ~ c e s  indirectiy through the local govements. 

By passing on these responsibilities to the local level, the province was able to maintain a 

degree of control, and to avoid the direct tax baciùash. The height of the local 

govements' ability to manage its own a i r s  was achieved in the 1880s. Afkr this tirne 

the provincial govemment wouid begin to place limits on the local levels' authority. 

The newly fonned Munkipaiity of Yarmouth used its abiiity to boirow money 

through bonds and debentures to help finance various civic improvements, as well as, the 

Western Counties Railway? In January 1890, the last Annual Report of the Municipality 

- - -- -- pp 

5 

A shareholders list, 1883, for the Western Counties Raüway shows that Yarmouth 



before the t o m  declared its incorporation, the municipality's memo of indebtedness 

revealed a total value of $12 1,054 for bonds issued for the finencing of the Western 

Counties Railway, a stem fire engine, sewen and the court house. The majority of this 

debt was in railway bonds! As revealed through a review of the minutes and reports for 

the Municipality of Yarmouth, 1884- 1890, the municipality was concerned with 

protecting its railway investment Reports fiom the municipality's representative 

indicated that the financial difficulties experienced by the company resuited in delaying 

the construction of the 'missing link' and devaiuing the company's stock? The instability 

investors held 42% of the totai shares, 2100 out of 5000 shares, in the company. British 
investoa held the remaining 58%. The Municipality of Yarmouth held 47% of the 
Yarmouth shares while the remaining 53% were held by 95 individual investors. Among 
thes 95 individual investon were seven elite ship owners, William D Lovin with 20 
shares, A C Robbins with 20 shares, L E Baker with 50 shares, Aaron Goudey with 20 
shares, Samuel Killam with 25 shares, John K Ryerson with 50 shares and John Lovitt 
with 3 shares for a totai of 188 shares; three individuals who would later become Grand 
Hotel shareholders, Hugh Cann with 20 shares, Samuel A Crowell with 5 sham, and 
Dane Sullivan with 2 shares; Jacob Bingay with [70 shares] would later run as a candidate 
in the 1892 town council election; and seven others who would participate in the 
celebrations for the visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen, Thomas Barnard Flint with 3 
shares, Thomas Killam 2" with 20 shares, Town Councillor George Gilbert Sanderson 
with 10 shares, Town Councillor Augustus F Stoneman with 5 shares, A W Eakins with 
an unspecified nurnber of shares, Thomas Jolly with 5 shares and Frank Killam with 80 
shares. 
6 

Municipality of Yarmouth. Minutes and Reports of the Council of the Municipciity of 
Yarmouth in the County of Ymouth,  HS., (Yarmouth, NeS., 1890), p. 1 1. 

In 1887, the Treasurer and Agent for the Municipality was insaicted to receive a cash 
payment of S40,OOO and stock for $60,000 for the municipality's S 100,000 investment in 
the WCR "Report of J R Kinney, Township Director, Western Counties Railway," in 
Municipaliîy of Yarmouth. Minutes and Reports ofthe Council of the Miinicipality of 
Yarmouth in the Cowüy of Ymaouh, MS., p. 9. 



of this investment and the cost to the taxpayer may have contributed to the municipality's 

subsequent reluctance to support other private enterprises through public monies. 

This reluctance was evident in 1888 when Councillor Arthur W. Eakiris brought 

the aeed for upscale hotel accommodations before the Annual Meeting of the Municipal 

Council. Although Yannouth had two hotels, the Queen which was Located on Central 

Street between Main Street and the harbour, and the Lorne which was located on Main 

Street near the Pon Ofice, theu facilities could not meet the demand for quantity or 

quality. Eakins moved that the municipality should assist any individual(s) who would be 

willing to invest in a new hotel. In his resolution, he argwd that the benefit to the 

community would outweigh the cost of taxation. 

Whereas, the need of better hotel accommodations in the t o m  of Yarmouth has 
long been admitted and the lack of it deplored, as well by our citizens as by the 
travelling public; and whereas, this need has now, through the recent great 
improvement in the means of summer travel between here and the United States, 
k n  pacticulariy emphasized; And whereas, such an hotel as the place and the 
times demand would cal1 for a greater outlay of capital than the average provincial 
landlord wouid want to risk, even if he had it; And whereas, the lack of superior 
hotel accommodation is a great drawback to the material prosperity of the town 
and a direct or indirect loss to every Citizen; And whereas, it is a common and 
usuai proceeding on the part of the taxpayers of enterprishg and progressive 
toms to subsidize, if necessary, enterprises, the establishment of which will 
confer benefits much greater in value than the amount of the tax. Thetefore 
Resolved, that this Council publish the following offer, and if it is accepted that a 
cornmittee be composed of the Town Council k authorized to carry out, the Act 
enabling the Town to bomw the money having fkt been attained. 
The Town of Yarmouth Nova Scotia malces the foliohg offer. 
To any person or persons who will build in this town, and finish within a year 
from this date, a hotel, to cost with land, not less than $20,000.00, the t o m  will 
lend the sum of SlO,000.00 at 3% per cent interest for the period of twenty years; 
the offer king subject to the following conditions, namely, the location of the 
hotel and the plan of the same to be subject to the approvd of a Cornmittee of the 
Council; the loan to be made, only after the completion of the building, and their 
first mortgage security on the whole property taken for the same. The building to 



be constnicted by Yarmouth mechanics, and so far as practicable by material to be 
furnished by Yarmouîh de-.' 

After some remarks by other councillors, it was ordered to lay over the matter until the 

Council's May meeting. The matter was not reported on in any subsequent minutes or 

reports of the council. The municipality clearly did not want to pursue this issue at this 

The reluctance of the municipality to opedy support private business ventures, 

other than the railway, with public fùnds was evident in other ways. For example, while 

bonusing may have been a practice in other Canadian communities in order to attract 

induçtryg or othet economic development, there was no evidence of such a practice in the 

municipality's minutes and reports for 1884-1 890. Relief fiom tax assessments may have 

8 

The handwritten minutes are also ceferred to in this chapter because there is information 
included in these minutes which was not included in the published version. See: 
Municipality of Yarmouth. Bound volume entitied "Yarmouth Sessions, Court Records 
E, Yarmouth, NS," volume contains the handwfitten minutes for the Municipality of 
Yarmouth, NS, entry dated January 1888, pp. 499-500. 

R.T. Naylor in his examination of bonusing in uon, steel and textile manufàcnuing 
identified five t o m  and cities in Nova Scotia: Sydney, Pictou, Truro, Halifax and 
Windsor. Ail of these communities haâ practiced bonusing during the 1880s and 1890s. 
KT. Naylor, The Histoy of Cnndican Bur»Kss. 1867-1 914, Volume II, (Toronto, 1975), 
pp. 120,135,144. 
Peter DeLottinville examined the impact of the St Croix Cotton Mill on the local 
community. He noted that the community's support for the establishment of the Cotton 
mil1 in Miiltown, New Bnmswïck had included the practice of bonusing. The town 
couricil not only mbscribed to stock in the St Croix Cotton Mill, it gave half of its stock 
valued at $1 5,OOO as a bonus to American investors. I could not fbd any evidence of 
nich a practice in Yannouth. Peter DeLottinviUe, "The St Croix M a n u f i g  
Company and Its Influence on the St Croix Community, 18804892" (MA thesis, 
Dalhousie University, 1979), pp. 82-83. 



ken the only khd of incentive given to businesses in Yarmouth. However, a review of 

these minutes and reports of the Municipality, revealed that a majority of appeals for 

assessrnent relief were fiom widows, the elderly or other individuais with iimited meam 

of support. When business did request such appeals, they were not always gntnted relief. 

For example, in 1884, the majority of appeals were fiom individual property owners 

d e r  than from businesses.1° Mer the requests were revieweci, decisions were rendered 

which granted appeals to roughly half the cases. In the cases of the two businesses, A. F. 

Stoneman & Co. (Iron Mine Trap) received relief on its assesment, whereas, the Bank of 

Yarmouth was denied its appeal. 

Coa to the ratepayer through taxation was an issue that divided the Municipal 

Council and illustrated a ciifference in rival and urban needs. For example, in 1885, a 

resolution was passed concerning statute labour'' in the Town of Yarmouth that favoured 

taxation as the means of building and maintaining roads. The surroundhg nual area was 

not afTected by this resolution and continued to rely on the manuai labour of its residents 

rather than paying contractors to perform the work." In drafting recommendeû changes 

Only two businesses had requested reliefs, whereas over a dozen individual property 
ownea had appealed their accormt. 

Statute iabor was a system thugh which the province buiit and maintained its roads. 
The local govemments assessecl each of the individuais in their juridiction for their 
contribution to road work. This want that able-bcxiïed individuals were required to 
report at a desigaateâ place and time to locally appointeci supervisors with a pick and 
shovel so that they codd perfom their staMe labor. 

Municipality of Yarmouth M m e s  and Reports of the Council of the Municipoliry of 
Ymouth in the Corn of Ymnouth, NS, Jan- 1885, pp. 47-48. 



to the provincial statutes in 1886, c o d t t e e  members adrnitted that they had ". . . many 

difficulties in agreeing upon a law which would suit both t o m  and counfry . . . ."" 

Although the issue of improving the streets and sidewalks in relation to the needs of the 

town had been discussed throughout the l88Os, h d i n g  for such improvements by 

increasing taxation had been met with resistance. In the "Report of the Street 

Commissioners" presented at the January 1890 meeting they noted that, 

It has long been self evident that the h d s  at the disposai of the Commission for 
the repair and maintenance of the m e t s  is altogether inadequate to meet the 
pressing and Umeasing demamis of the public for better streets and sidewab, and 
we are glad to know fiom the notice of motion given to a council at last May 
[I 8891 meeting, that the Council intend considering this matter and we ask that 
you will give it senous consideration and if possible adopt some means by which 
a larger amount of money may be had." 

This resolution referred to by the commissioners had been presented by Councillor 

WymanlS, and appealed for a reqwst to the authority of the provincial legislature to 

bonow rnonies for necessary street and sidewak improvements in the town. In his 

resolution, he argued that, 

.... we believe the tirne has M y  arrived in our history of the Town of Yarmouth 
when the present laws governing the collection and expenditure of the Statute 
labor fun& and relating to the Management of the Street department generaiiy 
should be changed for other laws far better adopted to o u  growing present and 

'' ibid, 18 May 1 886, p. 67. 
14 

Municipality of Yarmouth M m e s  mid Reports of the Council of the MunicipaIity of 
Yarmouth in the County of Ymouth, N.S., Januaryl890, p. 27. 

The mlution was seconded by ComciUor Eakins. Municipality of Yarmouth. M m e s  
and Reports of the Council of the Municipality of Ymouth in the County of Ymowh,  
NS, p. 57. 



funue needs. And fiuther beliewig diat the public sentiment of our live and 
progressive Town not oaly demands such radical change but will humbly endorse 
and support ail endeavours which may be made toward improvement in this as 
well as al1 other matters. Therefore resolved. That the Councillors of the Town of 
Yarmouth be and hereby conshtuted a cornmittee with full powers to act in this 
matter, obtain the fullest possible information and prepare such an Act as will in 
theu judgement be the means of best forwarding the objectives expressed in the 
above presmble and this resolution including dl changes in the present laws 
relating to the subject as far as the Town of Yarmouth is concerned as may be 
necessary in the opinion of the said cornmittee, and m e r  givhg authority for the 
borrowing of a sum of money not to exceed fifty thousand $50,000 dollars on the 
credit of the Town of Yarmouth to be used in the improvement of the streets and 
sidewalks for the said Town, and al1 such other powers as said Cornmittee sbdl 
deem necessary in the carrying out of this matter, and forwarding such an Act to 
the next session of the Local Legislatue for enactment? 

Warden Burd1 requested that the resolution be laid over to the next session in May, 

because two of the five town representatives were absent. The already nval majority on 

Council would have been increased since these town representatives were the o d y  two 

councillors who were not present at the J a a w y  session. The "Road Resolution" was 

taken up and passed at a special municipal meeting in March. Only eight of the thirteen 

couacil members attended this meeting, but significantly al l  five of the councillors fiom 

the t o m  districts were present, giving a majority to the town representatives. When the 

original resolution was reintroduced, it was changed by the addition of the last line: 

"Notice was given that the matter of Charter of the Sûeet Railway would be taken up at 

the May meeting."" However, there is no record in the pubiished version of the minutes 

16 

Municipality of Yarmouth. Bound volumc entitled "Yarmouth Sessions, Court Records 
E, Yarmouth, N.S .," volume contains the handwritten aiinutes for the Municipality of 
Yarmouth, N.S., entry dateci, 21 January 1890, pp. 652-653. 
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Ibid, pp. 686687. 
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to indicate if the street railway had been discussed at the May meeting. By the September 

1890 Session, the electorate had voted in favour of t o m  incorporation, and the issues of 

Street and sidewaik improvements and the street railway charter w d d  be the concem of a 

newly elected t o m  council. Later in 1892, when the Provincial Secretary invited 

representatives of the various municipalities of Nova Scotia to participate in ". . . a k e  

discussion on the whole question of municipal govemment by those who are most 

directly engaged in working out the system."'! the Warden of the Municipality of 

Yarmouth acknowledged the dinerence in opinion between the town and nual ana of 

Yarmouth based on taxation versus statute labour. Warden Hatfïeld stated that the 

residents of the Town of Yarmouth were generally in favour of direct taxation, whereas in 

his opinion, the county as a whole was not nady for such an approach. Funher, he stated 

that he thought the system of statute labour had been satisfactory. Warden Hatneld's 

observation of the nual residents' nsistance to direct taxation for roads was echoed by 

other municipal representatives, but they predicted that at some point c h c t  taxation 

wodd be necessary for the improvement of the province's roads.Ig 

Note: this line was included in the handwritten minutes. The published version refers 
back to the original rewlution as pnsented in January 1890, and no mention was made of 
this added line in the published version. 

Nova Scotia House of Assembly. JoumaI and Proceedhgs, 1892, "Report on 
Conference of Municipal Affairs", p. 1. 

fiid, pp. 19-25 'The municipal representatives agned that in some areas of the province 
the statute labour system of road building and maintenance was not meeting the needs of 
urban development and would probably not be able to meet the future needs of the whole 
province. 
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Not long after the passing of the Town's Incorporation Act, 16 April 1888 by the 

Nova Scotia legislature, Yarmouth held the first of three votes on the issue of t o m  

incorporation. Why did it take three votes to win acceptance of the idea? Two possible 

reasons related to representation and taxation. in 1888, the town was at a numerical 

disaâvantage with five of the thirteen polling districts. If the rural residents did not want 

to support t o m  incorporation they could easily do so by voting agauist the initiative and 

win by an eight to five majority. The surrounding rural area had a fiscal advantage if the 

t o m  remained within the municipal system. As a local govemment, the municipality had 

limited means of securing revenues outside of its right to levy property and poll 

taxes." According to a summary of property assessment values in the Minutes and 

Reports of the Council of the Municipality of Yarmouth for 1890, the town districts 

contained 67% of the total assessed property values in 1888. If the town became 

incorporateâ. the rnunicipality would lose a considerable portion of its tax base. It was 

not surprishg that on 13 December 1888, the electorate voted against the idea of 

incorporating the tom. Nor was it nirprising that residents continued to request a vote 

on incorporation, until it reached approval?' A summary of municipal assessment values 

indicates that the town's portion of this total increased from 1 888 to 1 890. They were 

-- -- 

10 

J. Murray Beck, The Evohtion of Mmicipol Govenunent in Nova Scotia, 1 749-19 73, ( A 
Study prepared for the Nova Scotia Royal Commission on Education, Public S e ~ c e s  and 
Provincial-Municipal Relations, September 1973), p. 50. 

A requisition for a vote containing 100 signatures delivered to the sheriff, was aU that 
was required to cal1 a vote on the issue of t o m  incorporation. 
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69% in 1889 and 70% in 1890 of the total municipally assessed values." Town 

representation on Council was not commennnate with its share of taxation. in 1890, two 

more votes were held on the subject. On 13 March 1890, the result went against 

incorporation; though the margin against had k e n  reduced in cornparison to the 1888 

vote. In 1888, there were a majority of 1 58 votes against incorporation while in 1890 

there were a majority of just 22 votes, with roughly the same voter tumout both times. 

The third vote took place on 15 July 1890, with a 17% increased voters' tunout from the 

previous vote held just a few months before? By then, the needs of the town in respect 

to public sewices such as road improvements, a water supply, street lighting, policing and 

the enforcement of the temperance act had been increasingly filling the Council's agenda. 

The adminimative sepiration of the town fiom the municipality was necessary for 

the town to move ahead with civic improvements and senre the interests of business and 

economic development. Demographic change had also added to the complexity of 

Yarmouth's urban environment. The population of the town had increased by 74.7% 

between 1 88 1 and 189 1 while the surroundhg rurai area had experienced a population 

See: Appendk 5 for value of rateable property for the town districts in the Municipality 
of Yarmouth, for the years 1888-1 890. 

This third vote which resuited in favor of t o m  incorporation twk place afier a special 
meeting of the municipal council. It was at this meeting, held on 17 March, that the Road 
Resolution calling for increased spending had been passed. Were the niral residents 
willing to let the town go if it was clear that their taxes would be mised as a resdt of the 
town's push for road improvements through taxation? There is no evidence to support 
this argument but the possibility cannot be entirdy ruied out, since both town and nuai 
residents voted on the issue of town incofporation. 



loss of 18.8% during the same period? The town could not respond to needs which were 

compounded by a population increase, in a municipal systern where initiatives could be 

layed over, stalled or defeated because it held less than 40% of the representation on 

Council. The resistance to town incorporation was ülustrated by the fact it twk three 

votes befoie reaching approval. However, this tension between different interests was not 

limited to the niral and urban questions, it would resurface in the politics of the newly 

fonned Town Council. 

Town incorporation was a necessary step for Yarmouth's urban development. 

M e r  the vote in favor of incorporation, 15 Juiy 1890, the Yarmouth Street Railway 

refocused and began to pursue its objective of building a street railway. The Company 

held its fim annual meeting on 22 July 1890, mbmitted its bylaws to the Provincial 

Secretary, which were passed on 17 November 1890, and began the construction of the 

rail line in April 1 89 1. Electric street cars began regular trips up and down Main Street 

on 26 August 1892. The directors explained the reason for the delay fiom 1887 to 189 1, 

in the building a street railway, in tenns of technology. Rather than have a horse-drawn 

line, they preferred to wait for developments which would ailow for the implementation 

of an electric systern. As well as the technology and expertise which were brought to 

Yarmouth through the Edison Electnc Company, an electric street railway required roads 
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From 188 1 to 1891 the population of the t o m  iacreased fiom 3,485 to 6,089, whereas the 
municipality minus the town had experience a loss h m  8,372 to 6,800. Canada. 
Department of Agriculture. Ce- of C& 1891, "Bulletin No. 1, Population by 
Districts and Sub-Districts", (Ottawa, 1891), p. 22; Canada Census ofCanu&, 2890-91, 
Volume 1, "Table W-Population of Cities and Towns having over 5,000 inhabitants 
comparecl", (Ottawa, 1893), p. 370. 



with suitable surfaces. Besides a continuity between those individuals who had pushed 

for road improvements on Municipal Council and those who had ken  elected to the 

Town Council, there was also a stronger representation of those with Yarmouth Street 

Railway interests on the newly formed Town C o ~ n c i l . ~  This was a local government 

which could facilitate the building of an electric street railway through inf'rastructure 

improvements. As this venture neared completion, the local press noted: 

Yarmouth is particularly favorably aàapted for a street railway on account of [the] 
exûeme length of its principal street and the fact that its industries, public halls 
and places of amusement are so widely apart. There are no physical difnculties or 
heavy grades in the way, and the whole line is comparatively level and easily 
worked. The citizens of Yarmouth are to be congratulated, this king the first 
t o m  in the province to secure an electric smet railway and d l  will feel an interest 
and pride in the ~ndertaicing.~~ 

However, Yarmouth Street Railway investors were not the only individuals who 

would benefit fiom urban development. Main Street businesmen would also benefit 

fiom the completion of the electric street raiiway line and of other s e ~ c e s  that would 

improve the town's commercial centre. The town's new Council also represented these 

interests, 78% of its membea, 1 890-1 894, had businesses or business properties on Main 

Street, Furthet, the business interests of Town Council members were not confhed to the 

Yarmouth Street Railway or to Main Street businesses, as some members also held 

interests in the Yarmouth Gas & Light Company, a Company which supplied electricity 

2s 

Cornparrd to the 2 out of 5 shareholders on Municipal Couacil, there were 4 out of 7 
Uidividuals with shares on Town Council. Of these 4 individuais, 2 would becorne 
directors of the Yarmouth Stmt  Railway kfore its completion in 1892. 



49 

for the tom's Street lights. 

Elizabeth Bloomfield identified the role of local entrepreneurs in the formative 

stages of urban development and the influence they had on the quality of life in their 

communities. Entrepreneurs with their close participation in the community through 

associations like local boards of trade and local govemment ". . . could persuade rnost 

citizens that support of entrepreneurid initiative would serve the cornmunityTs best 

interests. Successfbl enterprise was also believed to depend on a favourable ciimate of 

community attitudes and acceptance."" Yarmouth did not have a board of trade in 1890, 

however, the Main Street interests of members of the Yarmouth Board of Trade, 1894, 

and mernbers of the Town Council, 1890-1 894, were almost identical." During a perïod 

of worldwide recession, town incorporation was one strategy that the town could use to 

promote economic expansion. Ktially, incorporation was a means of definllig the town 

as a political entity sepamte fiom the administration of the surrounding municipality. 

Through town incorporation, the role of the local branch of the nate increased through the 

provision of public services. Quality of life was e h c e d  by such civic improvements as 

the installation of sidewalks, hydrants and sewers. Protection of propeny and personal 

Elizabeth Bloomfield, "Community, ethos and local initiative in urban economic growth: 
review of the theme in Canadian urban history", Urbm Histoy Yearbook I983 (Leicester 
University Press, 1983), p.53. 

71% (30142) of the Board of Trade corporators, 1894, and 78% (719) o f  the members of 
Town Council, 1890-1894, had Main Street business businesses. 



safety issues were aàdressed through increased policing." While these initiatives served 

community interests, they were pursued by town council candidates and others who saw 

the need to protect business interests and stimulate economic development. 

Town incorporation was not just a vehicle to m e r  urban development and 

business interests. Local entrepreneurs used the authority of the Town C o u d  to rnediate 

conflicts among those with various economic and social interests. T. W. Acheson 

illustrated how an established elite was able to maintain their economic and social 

positions during a period of change and transition. His central question was: How did 

elites manage change? Through his study of the transformation of Saint John fiom a 

town to a city, he identified the economic, social and political interests in the community 

in respect to how well-established ship owners and so called "great merchauts" were able 

to maintain their dominant position, even though challenged by lesser merchants and 

more local businessmen. Demographic change added to the complexity of a developing 

urban enviromnent and weakened the dominance of an exclusive native-bom etite. 

Newcomen were accommodated only if they could strengthen the local economy and 

blend into the dominant culture. The local govemment became the mediator and the 

reconciler of differences between these conflicting interests. Resistance to the established 

Part of the increased policing involved a 'Scott Act' inspecter. Under the Canada 
Temperance Act, commoniy known as the Scott Act, local governments throughout 
Canada could enforce the act iftheir electorate supponed the initiative. Although the 
Municipaiity had mpported the Scott Act in principle, prosecutions under the act were not 
often pursued. The Town took a more strict approach to enforcing the act. An Uispector, 
appointed and supmised by the town council, had the authotity to amst individuais for 
violations and to seize contraband goods. Cases were ngularly brought before the courts 
and resuited in fines or incarceration or both. 



order was conîroiied through policing and other methods of regdation. His interpretation 

of change and accommodation brought in the notion of a new evolving economic and 

social order which had links and continuity with an established elite. Over time the direct 

involvement of elite ship owners and merchants on City Council became less necessary as 

theK values and interests had become incorporated into the policies and administrative 

practices of the local govemment?* 

Important cornparisons can be made between the Saint John business community 

of the 1850s and Yarmouth's business community in the 1890s. Both were changing to 

accommodate new players in the local economy. Both business communities had deep 

rwu in the shipping industry. Vesse1 ownership in the 1850s was a vital part of the Saint 

John economy while in the 1890s it played a less important role in Yarmouth's economy. 

Rather, in Yarmouth duruig the 1890s, it served as a common shed expience which 

had led to new business associations in developiag the landward economy. Through a 

new business cornmunity and the town's new Council, both of which included ship 

ownen, Main Street merchants and others with economic interests in the local economy, 

elite ship owners who had played an important leadership role in Yamiouth's econorny, 

continued to exert their influence. As seen in Saint John, direct participation in local 

govemment was not necessary for the business elite to protect their interests. Although 

Yannouth's elite ship owners were never elected to the new Town Council, as in Saint 

John their interests were represented by those who s h e d  an interest in utility companies 
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and other local enterprises. In 1890, when Yarmouth began its urban developrnent phase, 

public monies were used to upgrade roads and sidewalks and to provide services such as 

Street lights. Although these improvements were to benefit al1 the town's residents, in 

particular they furrhered the interests of both Main Street businessmen and shareholders 

in the utility compaties. As a result of a perception of se*servuig interests, the issue of 

taxation continued to be a divisive point within the community. By using property as a 

means of limiting the franchise and the candidacy for public office, the business 

cornmunity was able to elect representatives with similar propertied interests. 

The issue of who could vote was defued by residency, property and age 

requirements. An article in the Yarmouth Herald provided the following description of 

the general electorate's qualifications: 

A British subject of the full age of 21 years, who is by the last completed 
assessment roll assessed in respect of real estate $150; or in respect to personal 
estate $300; or persona1 and real estate together $300; inciuding widows and 
unmarried women who are British subjects, of the age of 21 years, and who in 
theu own right are assessed in the last assessment in the like amount statedO3' 

By this formula, fewer than 18% of the residents of the Town of Yarmouth were eligible 

Between 1890 and 1894, there were five elections. Annual elections were held for 

the position of mayor, councilloa stood for eiection on a biannuai basis. In a given year, 

' Yarmouth Herald, 12 Mach 1 890. 
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The 189 1 census nib-districts and the 1890 p l h g  districts seem to coincide with each 
othcr. The total population of the town which was 6,089; the total numba of qualifieci 
votets on the revisor's voters list which was 1081, 



the mayor and half the councillors wouid face the eiectorate. The qualifications for 

Mayor and councillors were outlined in the Yarmouth Herald, just a few days before the 

third vote on the incorporation question. 

The Mayor and Councillors must be British subjects of the age of twenty-one 
years or upwards, and the former mut have resided and been a taxpayer in the 
Town for at least three years before king nominated. He must be assessed upon 
reai estate of the value of at least $500 or upon persona1 property of the value of at 
least 5 1000. Each Counciiior must be a ratepayer and have resided in the Town 
for one year before being n~minated.'~ 

Given the higher property and residency requirements dong with the specification of 

gender for office holden, the entire electorate would not have been qualified to nin for 

office. In reality, 18% of the town's population detexmined who would be elected to 

public office, and less than this 18% would have met the qualifications for candidacy. 

The propertied class was electing its own. 

'fhe town's fim election was held 10 September 1890, the only time during the 

period 1890-1 894 that there was a contest for the position of mayor. The importance of 

the right people on Town Council was stressed in the Y m o u t h  Herald. "The position on 

Mayor or Councillor of a weaithy and progressive t o m  like Yarmouth is one of honor 

and ~sponsibility. The duty devolves on the electoa of chooshg men properly qualified 

to conduct the complicated and important details of municipal govemment on purely 

business principle~."~ There were two candidates for the office of Mayor, James J. 

Lovitt and Edgar K. Spinney. Both had business interem in the community. L J. Lovitt 

" Yarmouth Herald, 9 July 1890, p. 2. 

" Yarmouth Herald, 23 Juiy 1890, p. 2. 



belonged to the famous dite shipping family the Lovitts and had intmsts in utilities. E. 

K. Spinney was a prominent ship owner with no financiai interests in utilities. 

Mthough Spinney was bom in Yarmouth County, in the Municipality of -le, 

he was not bom into a shipping family. He started his business career as a clerk in the 

employment of W. H. Townsend, hardware and general merchant, and could be 

considered a self-made man. He had established digerent businesses with various 

partnea from 1873 until 1886, including the firm of Spinney, Eakins & Co? In 1886, as 

sole proprietor, he established the fimi of E. K. Spinney. Under this firm, he operated as 

a hardware merchant and an insurance agent. Through his various business associations 

and under his own name, he held shares in the Yarmouth Iron Works Company Limited, 

the Yarmouth Steamship Company, and the Canadian Woodworking Co. Limited. He 

had held shares in both of Yarmouth's banks. As well, he bad been involved in the 

establishment of new joint stock companies in Yarmouth fiom 1883 to 18%' which 

included the b e y - H a l e y  Manufacnuing Company Limited established in 1 88#', the 

Canadian Smelting and Refining Company established in 1 89 1 38, and the Mud Island 

j5 His partner in the firm of Spinney-Eakllis was R S. Eakins, brother of A. W. Eakins. 
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Nova Scotia House of Assembly. Jownal und Proceedings, Sessions 189 1-1 895, The 
Reports of the Provincial Secretary, Joint Stock Companies, for 1883-1 8%. 
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See Chapter 1 for a description of the operations of the Kinney-Haiey Manufituring 
Company Limited. 

The Canadian Smelting and Refhing Company was not listed in the Yarmouth Directory 
for 18%. Sham were mt hted in any of the estate inventories for any of those 
individuah in the sample. It is not known ifthis Company was operating during the 



Lobster Company (Limited) established in 1892 l9 . 

Throughout the period 1 88 7 to 1 895, he invested in shipping . The amount of his 

vessel ownership was significant enough to have him identified as a prominent ship 

owner by Panting? Members of the elite ship owuhg Lovitt family were not arnong 

those with whom he had shared vessel ownenhip. Mead, William Law, an elite 

shipowner, three other prominent ship owners and approximately thirty other investors 

were among his ship owning associates. 

His role as an entrepreneur went beyond participation in shipping and new 

business ventures. Although his estate inventory was filed in 1926, hû probate records 

revealed that he continued to have an interest in his fm, E. K. Spinney Ltd.", and 

provided loans through promissory notes and mortgages? A look at the names of those 

who were indebted to him revealed that local residents were approaching him for monies 

that may not have been secured through Yarmouth's banks. He was part of a mercantile 

economy which depended on the prosperity of the loca economy for the profitability of 

period of this study. 

Shares for the Mud Island Lobster Company Limited are listed in estate inventories filed 
in 1926. Shans for the Grand Hotel Company Limited are listed in estate inventories 
filed in 1937. 
40 
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endnote #46. 

"He reorganized and incorporated his fkm in 1 9 1 8. 
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his investments. As weli as acting as a broker, he was a Main Street merchant whose 

business served the local consumer?' His appeal to the electorate in 1890, demonstrated 

his opposition to increased taxation for large capital projects. Through his unsuccessfid 

bid for the position of mayor in the Town of Yarmouth's fint election, E .K. Spinney 

chailenged what was generally accepted, in other t o m  and cities, as a practice of 

borrowing monies to finance infrastructure improvements.~ 

James J. Lovitt was part of the famous Lovitt family which hcluded elite ship 

owners, khn Lovia and W. D. Lovit Their pattern of holding and securing economic 

interests was exemplified through f h l y  ties. James J. Lovitt was the brother of John 

Lovin and afler the death of their father, they became business partners. Together they 

had invested in ships. But in his own right, James J. Lovitt was a prominent ship owner. 

As was the case with other ship owners, his investments became diversifieci as 

Yarmouth's economy developed through landward enterprises. He held shares in both of 

Yarmouth's banks, the Yarmouth Iron Works, the Yarmouth Gas Br Light Company and 

the Yarmouth Street Railway. As well, he was a shareholder in the Yarmouth Steamship 

dong with other Main Street mmhants, in 1894 he would be listed as an original 
corporator on the Yarmouth Board of Trade registmtioa papm. In 1893, he was listed as 
a corporate member on the incorporation documents estabiishing the Grand Hotel 
Company Limited. And in 1894, he would be a participant in the planning and activities 
surrounding the visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen, as a member of the Citizen's 
Cornmittee, 

Throughout North America and Europe, local governments were fiiünicing civic 
hprovements thugh  the isnùag of local bonds. See: D C Platt, "Financing the 
Expansion of Cities, 1860- 19 1 4 ,  Urban History Review (Febnÿuy 1983), pp. 6 1-66. 



Company. Through his family ties, James J. Lovitt's interests went beyond his own. His 

brother had invested in the Lake George Water Company and later wodd become a 

subscriber of Yarmouth's water bonds after the town had purchased the Lake George 

Water Company fiom its shareholders. 

Theù respective approaches to the electorate highlighted some ciifferences 

between these two candidates. James J. Lovitt had served on the Municipal Council in 

the early 1 88Os? In his declaration for candidacy, he thanked the two hundred and fifty 

ratepayers who had requisitioned him to run for the office of mayor, and assured them 

that if elected, he would serve the town to the best of his ability. While E. K. Spinney 

had not previously nin for a position on the Municipal Council, he appeaied to the 

electorate on the basis of issues related to taxation. In his response to a "Requisition" he 

received from one hundnd ratepayers, he opposed an increase in taxes. He stated that, 

. . . Our taxes are quite high enough already, and we should be careful about 
embarking in new expensive enterprises which would inmase them; on the 
contrary shouîd see if there are not places where rehenchment might be 
introduced without injury to the necessary services. Above al1 shouid have care 
that the t o m  services get the full benefit of the taxes raised for hem, and that the 
laws enforcing the peace and preserving the health of the t o m  are rigidly 
edorced.j6 

James J. Lovitt was elected to the fim Municipal Councii formed in 1879 after the 
passing of County Incorporation Act. He was re-elected in 1 880, but was defeated in 
1882. The opposing candidate, Jacob Bingay refbed to take office and a new election 
was ordemi. in the new election, James J. Lovin was again defeated, this t h e  by A. W. 
Eakins. Not until t o m  incorporation had James J. Lovitt again run for local government 
I. Murray Lawson, Y m o u t h  fast and Present, pp. 132-1 36. 

46 Ymouth  Heraid, 3 Septemkr 1890. 
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James J. Lovitt was elected with 53% of the vote. Whether or not the majority of 

the electors had chosen him because he had previous political experience on the 

municipal council, this smail rnargin nonetheless reflected several factors. Certainly, 

47% of the electorate was not willing to support James Lovitt's leadership as rnayor. 

Whether this reluctance was due in part to his f a y  ties, his interests in the Y annouth 

Street Railway and the Yarmouth Gas & Light Company, or for some other reason, he 

would be acclaimed the following year. The established economic order of the town had 

succeeded in placing one of their own in a key position. nie town would continue to 

puMe those civic improvements which it had presented to the Municipal Couacil; 

taxation would become an important element in the financing of such projects. 

ïhe f h t  order of business of the new Town Council was essentially 

housekeeping? Cornmittees, police and fk wardens were appointed, and bylaws of the 

municipality were adopted. This early period of administrative transition was eased by 

the presence of former municipal t o m  representatives on the newly formed Town 

Council. Of the five municipal councilloa, four ran, thm of whom, Warden James 

Burill, and councillors Joseph R Wyman and Nathan B. Lewis were elected to the new 

Town Council. George W. Johnson did not run for Town Couocil in 1890 but would be 

elected in a later election held Febniary 1894. A. W. E a b  was the only municipal 

councillor not to be elected in this first town election. He would not nui in any other 

election during the period 18904894. He would, however, continue to be an active 
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member of the business cornrnunity and would serve as the first President of the 

Yarmouth Board of Trade in 1894. 

nie first real issue to be debated concemed the "one" ward system within the 

town. This issue was first raised at a Town Council meeting on 14 October 1890. The 

"one" ward system meant that in any year, the entk  electorate voted for three or more 

counci110rs4'. The uniqueness of this system was the subject of an article which appeared 

in the Telegram, 23 January 1 89 1. 

The prevailing system of having incorporated toms  divided into wards is causing 
considerable interest in Ontario, and strong reasons are set forth against it. 
Yarmouth has been the first incorporated town in this province to dispense with 
the ward system and no good reason cm be assigned in favor of cuning up into 
wards .... An article in the Toronto Week of the 9" inst. shows the duection of 
public sentiment on the question in that province afier long experience it says:- 

It is noteworthy that in the discussions which have been rife of late 
touching civic affairs, the press and the people, of al1 shades of politics 
have been in unusual accordance on one point. A11 unite in condemnhg 
the ward system .... The ward politician, the civic councillor who regards it 
as his special duty to his constituents to secure the largest possible 
appropriations of city fimds within the special ward he represents is, it is 
agreed, the naturai outcome of this ~ystern.'~ 

This 'one ward' system, unique to Yarmouth in Nova Scotia, was meant to facilitate the 

best interests of the whole town by eliminating the cornpetition of interests which was 

evident in the municipal system when the urban needs were placed at the mercy of the 

The nwnber of councilioa required for a full council of six depended on the number of 
vacancies that needed to be filled. Each year thme positions for council were placed 
before the electorate, this number codd be more if for any reason a council position 
became vacant. In Yarmouth, death of a council member was the most cornmon reason 
for these additional vacancies. 

'' Y m o u t h  Telegram, 23 January 1891. 



rural majority. As pointed out in the article, the intent of this system was to counteract 

the special treatment of one ward over another which was the nsd t  of a councillor's 

vested interest in his own ward. 

The town did not easily adopt a 'one' ward system. The issue was discwed at a 

town council meeting held on 14 October 1890'~. A resolution was ". . . [mloved by 

Councillor Lewis and seconded by Councillor Law, that the Town remah in one ward, to 

be represented by six Councillon."" Councilloa Wyman and Stoneman thought that the 

question of dividing the town into wards should be put before the electorate. Their 

motion was defeated by four to two votes. The opposition to the ward system can be 

understood by exarnining the consequences of adopting such a resolution. If the town 

was to be ciivided into wards there would have been a change either to the boundaries of 

the existing wards or to the number of repnsentatives. This would mean that the 

boundaries of the existing five wards which had been w d  pnviously for municipal 

elections would have to be changed to accommodate six wards or the six representatives 

would be reduced to five. 

The ward most afTected by this change wouid be the north end district of Milton. 

Milton had two representatives on Council, B.B. Law and James B d l .  Both of these 

councillon favound of keeping the "one" ward system. Milton would lose at lean one 

This was the fourth Town Councii meeting recorded in the minutes since the first 
election. 
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representative on Council in a "one" ward system. Further, Milton had the lowest 

proportion of the town's population, 13%' the lowest proportion of the total number of 

eligible voters, 16%, yet it had the second highest proportion of the town's total assessed 

property values, 22%.* A redrawing of ward boundaries would not have ken necessarily 

favourable to Milton, an area which contained the residences of such elite families as the 

Lovitts and Killamss3, as well as some wharf and shipyard properties? Supporthg the 

ward system were couacillors Joseph EL Wyman and A.F. Stoneman who resided in areas 

which could potentially benefit Although Councillor Wyman's area of Centre had only 

4% more of the town's population than Milton, this area had the greatest proportion of 

assessed property, 34% in 1890, and the highest proportion of electoa in the town, 24%. 

This area was mainly home to merchants and other businesmen who had business 

interests in the town, inciuding Main Street businesses. But these individuals were hardly 

in the same propertied group as those living in Milton. Rehwing the ward boundaries 

might not have helped Centre directly, but the redrawing of boundaries affecthg Milton 

might have helped Centre indirectly. Councillor A.F. Stoneman lived in the South End of 

- 
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See: Appendix 6 for population and property for electoral districts-Town of Yarmouth, 
1890/91. Note, this table contains information which is refemd to again in this 
discussion of the one ward system. 

The Ki11am family, like the Lovin family, is mentioned as one of the elite commercial 
group who had major@ s h m s  in the Yannouth trans-Atlantic shipping industry. 
See: David Alexander and Gerry Panting, p. 24. 

54 

YCMA, 1887 Town & Municipality of Yarmouth Assessrnent Rolls, YNS-7-3, pp. 35- 
41, 



62 

tom, the ana with the largest proportion of the town's population, 26%, and the largea 

French pop~lation.~' This area with 19% of the eligible votes, had more voters than 

Milton and the Court House districts but less than Centre and the Exchange Building 

districts. As a growing uea, it had the greatest need for s e ~ c e s .  There were more 

households per dwelling in this area than in any other part of the town? Representation 

by ward couid only help to b ~ g  attention to these needs and give the South End a 

stronger position on Council. By aot adopting a ward systern the propertied residents of 

Milton couid maintain their conml over the Council by putting forward as many 

candidates as they liked. As the composition of this fim Town Council illustrated, they 

were abie to obtain the moa representation of any m a  of t o m  with the smallest portion 

of the town's population and the srnailest proportion of the totai electorate. This 

objective, however, was not achieved without resistance from other couacillors who 

represented other interests. 

Resistance to expenditures for large capital projects through taxation was evident 

in the town's fmt election. Although the electorate rejected the anti-tax mayoralty 

c d d a t e ,  it took time before the community was convinced that tax dollars would be 

invested in large projects, such as a public water supply. The pwhase of a privately 

In the South End 29% of the population was French while jus 14% of the totai town's 
population was French. Set Appendix for population and property for electoral 
districts-Town of Yarmouth, l89O/9 1. 
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owned water Company through the issue of town water bonds represented a himing point 

whereby borrowed monies backed by taxation became the means through which private 

interests became public services. Eventually the community was able to agree on the 

benefit of a publically owned water supply, even though the ratepayers were reluctant to 

meet the shareholdea' pnce and finance costly hprovements to the water works. The 

town responded to this public need when pnvate shareholders were either unable or 

unwilling to provide the level of service necessary for health and fire fighting purposes. 

The need for a water supply for fh fighting purposes was raised in a "Report of 

Board of Fue Wardens" presented at the Eleventh Annuai Meeting of the Municipal 

Council of the Municipaiity of Yarmouth, 23 January 1890. In particular, the Board 

noted: 

We would especially cal1 the attention of the Council to the water supply fiom the 
harbor. The facilities for using water fkom that source has been cunailed by the 
building of warehouses across the heads of nearly a i l  the wharves b m  which 
water could be procured at low tide and has deprived us of o w  of the principal 
sources for ~ p p l y . ~  

Since the harbour could not be a consistent source of water for fw fighting purposes, an 

altemate was needed to senice the waterfkont and adjacent area As well as the major 

warehouses and wharfs king located in this area, the town's major industries were 

located on Water ~treet?' Between 1887 and 1889, fixes in Yarmouth had caused 

Municipality of Yarmouth. Minutes und Reports of the Council of the Municipcliiiy in the 
Corn@ of Yarmouth, NS, p. 40. 
58 

Provincial Archives of Nova Scotia (hereafter PANS), Insurance Plans of Yarmouth, 



minimal damage to indusûiai and business properties? On 26 April 1888, a fire bioke 

out in the Yannouth Duck & Yarn Co. mil1 located in the Water Street area. The fire was 

quickly contained by an intemal fire sprinkler system, which depended on a supply of 

water in order to be effe~tive.~' The business community 's representatives on the Board 

of Fire Wardens expressed their concem as it directly affecteci the sec- of their 

business interests. The board included Samuel Killam, a Director of the Yarmouth Duck 

& Yam Co. and at least one of his relations, John Killam.6' As weil, Jacob Bingay, a 

relation through mariage to W.D. Lovitt, a director of the Yarmouth Duck Br Yarn Co., 

also sat on this board." They brought this new problem of the harbour water supply to 

the Municipal Council's h u a 1  Meeting, the last regular meeting to be held before the 

favourable vote on town incorporation on 15 July 1 890. 

The water supply was not raised as a fim pnority of the new Town Couocil. In 

fact, it wasn't until 1 1 May 1891 that the matter was first broached by Council. If this 

N.S., nweyed August 1891, microfilm 968. See: Illustrations 5 and 6. 

J Murray Lawson, compiler, Y m o u t h  fast and Present, A Book of Reminiscences, 
(Yarmouth, N.S ., 19O2), pp. 3 50-3 58. 
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was such an important matter, why did it take so long for the c o d  to address it? 

Several events happened in the meantirne which eventually would d o w  business 

interests to profit from the resolution of this issue. First, on April 1890, the Lake George 

Water Co. was incorporateci through an act of the provincial legislanue which allowed the 

new company to take over the Yarmouth Water Co. The Iist of shareholders of this new 

company is significant as it included elite ship owners William D. Lovitt and his brother 

George H. Lovitt, as well as a relative through marriage and prominent ship owner, Jacob 

Bingay." The day of the town's first election, an article appeared in the Yarmouth 

HeraId announcing the improvements the company had made to increase the quaiity and 

quantity of the water supply.& It would appear that the new company was trying to meet 

the need previousiy identified by the Board of Fire Wardens. 

Before the new Town Council could address the issue of a water supply, certain 

administrative steps were necessary in order for the town to be in a position to obtain its 

own supply. First, the issue of negotiating a senlement between the town and the 

municipality in relation to financial obligations was necessary, if the town was to act as a 

separate administrative body. An agreement was reached in early March 1891. The next 

step was for the town to appiy to the provincial legislanire for passage of an "Act Relating 

to the Town of Yarmouth." This act passed on 19 May 1891 deciared the town and its 

operations under the T o m  Incorporation Act of 1888 as valid and legal. It provided for 
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the repeai of certain acts which had given the municipality authority over the tom. But 

more important, it defined areas in which the town had the legal right to act This 

legislation allowed the town to secure its own water supply, by negotiating with existing 

companies andlor by owning its owa facilities for supplying waterPS Once this 

legislation was passed, the Council set up a committee, consisting of the mayor and full 

council, to consider and report on the question of furnishing a better water supply to the 

town. 

in June 1891, an expert engineer fiom Boston was brought in to evaluate the Lake 

George facility. His report confinned that the ample quantity and the particular good 

quality of the Lake George water made it an ideal source. The facilities, however, 

required technical improvements to meet the town's requirements for fire fighting 

purposes." Neutrai reports by experts were used by the town and company as a means of 

negotiatîng improvements to the facilities, justifying the evennial purchase on 1 July 1893 

of the Lake George Water Company by the town and later jusufying costly improvements 

to the waterworks. in M y  1891, the town committee presented two options to the water 

company, fim selling the company to the t o m  and second requesting that the company 

rnake improvements to its existing system. In September 1 89 1, the Company replied that 

it was not willing to sel1 its faciiities to the town, but agreed to make some improvements 
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charging the t o m  an annual rate of $30 per hydrarit. By 21 March 1892, the Town was 

still not satisfied with the existing water supply. ïhk was heightened after a fke on 18 

March 1892 which caused considerable damage to the Williams Block, a commercial 

building on Main Street. Councillors Wyman, Stonernan and Law were intent on 

approaching shareholders to seil the company to the town. By 25 April 1892, the water 

cornmittee reported it had entered purchase negotiations with the company. This 

followed another serious fire, on 13 April 1892, which destroyed buildings, including the 

Moulton Building on Main Street. The negotiations were reported in the minutes and in 

the press as difficult. Jacob Bingay represented the company and w d  the expert's report 

which stated that Lake George was the best source of water that the town could obtain for 

its needs in the ana. The Council also used this expert opinion to justify the enonnous 

cost to the ratepayers. In order for the town to purchase the waterworks, it would need to 

borrow more than $200,000. 

What prevented the Town Council from reaching a satisfactory solution to this 

problem? The town seemed willing to purchase the waterworks but such an expenditure 

required public approval. At a public meeting, 17 May 1892, which was called by the 

mayor for the purposes of discusshg the water issue, Counciîior Lewis noted "the pnsent 

Company, on account of having exclusive h c h i s e  in the lake, had the town at their 

mercy, and although he thought the price too high, d l  he saw no other way out of the 

difficuity than the purchase of theu plant"67 Ail the opinions expressed at the meeting 

were in agreement that the Lake George water was the best source for the town's needs. 

" Yarmouth Telegram, 17 May1 892, p. 1. 
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While the water quality was recogaized, it was the quantity of supply for fire fighting 

purposes that was emphasized Even if the council agreed with the price o f  $240,000 that 

the company had proposed in Aprii 1892, public acceptance was required before money 

couid be bomwed for this large expenditure. Councilloa could at once favour the Lake 

George site and oppose the price but yet proceed to buy the fafilis, if they had public 

approval. They could not lose politically if they had the public's approval to proceed. A 

vote at this meeting was taken which favoured the purchase of the water company. 

In June 1892, the town offered the water company $230,000, but the company was 

asking $238,000. Whereas the town was willing to meet the company's new price, the 

company's shareholders were not willing to settle just yet. While the town and the 

company were negotiating a price, on 1 July 1892 Yarmouth experienced the worst fire in 

its history. The b e y - H a l e y  Manufacturing Co. was entùely destroyed by fin and 

many other buildings in the Water Street area were destroyed or damaged. At one point, 

the fire posed a threat to the entire comrnunity. The difficulty in containhg this fire was 

compounded by an insufncient water supply. "As the tide was at low ebb no supply of 

water was available from the harbor, and the steamers were obiiged to depend on wells, 

making a scarcity of water at the time it was most needed.'*qven &er this fk the 

water company and the town would not corne to an agreement on price and conditions 

untii September 1892 at which time the t o m  water committee and the water company 

reached an agreement in principle for the purchase of the water works by the town. 

not uaal A p d  1893, afier the town elections, held 7 Febniary 1893, that the acaial 

It was 

68 J. Murray Lawson, Y-outh Past and Present, p. 365. 



arrangements for the take-over would begin. The town received provincial authority to 

take over the water works through "An Act to provide for supplying the Town of 

Yarmouth wiîh Water," passed 28 April 1 8WP9 The actual pwchase would take place on 

1 Iuly 1893. The finai amount paid to the water company was 5238234.55 which was 

h n c e d  by the sale of water bonds. Several of the water company's shareholders put 

forward tenders for issuhg of the town's debentures. Three tenders were accepted by 

Couneil. These included one fiom a water company shareholder and one fiom Councillor 

N.B. Lewis. The town proceeded to seek expert opinion on the improvernents which 

were requixed to upgrade the water works. These improvements, however, would not be 

completed until 1899. 

The issue of a water nipply was argued primarily within the context of fire 

fighting. Yarmouth's established business cornmunity had placed themselves in a position 

where they could control the best available source of water for that purpose through a 

private company. They had interests in the Yannouth Duck & Yam Company, an 

establishment which by 1891 had an extensive fire protection system and access to the 

Lake George water nipply. They held no interests in establishments such as the Kinney- 

Haley Manufacniring Company Limited which had k e n  destroyed by the 1892 fire. The 

original intention of the water company was not to sel1 its facilities but to manage them 

for a profit. When the engineer's report recommended major improvements and over 

time ît was evident the company was either unwilliag or unable to meet these standards, 
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then the shareholders were willing to sell. However, the water company had the 

advantage over the tom through its exclusive right to the Lake George site and would 

hold firm to its price. Public approval was required for the town councïilon to pmceed. 

Even though there was mistance to the idea of paying the water company its price of 

$240,000, the mepayers voted in favour of a purcbase. Once approval was acquired, 

Town Council mernbers seemed quite willing to meet the company's pnce even though 

the opinion was that the price was hi@. The final settied price was Iess than $2,000 nom 

the original asking price. Further, the accepted tenders for the issuing of the town's 

debentues revealed that shareholders and Town Council memben alike were willhg to 

profit fiom the purchase of the water company. The sale of the water company not only 

relieved the water company of costly improvements, but passed the responsibility for an 

adequare water supply onto the town and the c o s  onto the ratepayers. As well, businesses 

and property holders in Yarmouth would gain security h m  an improved waterworks. 

The roie of the local govemment had been defïned by the business interests, a role 

accepted by the ratepayea. 

Reform of local govement was hardly unique to Yarmouth during the 1890s. 

Other urban areas, nich as Torontom and Winnipeg7' were seelring ways to make their 

local govements more efficient and business like. The transfer of private to public 
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services, such as water, was part of a broader trend in the expansion of municipal senrices 

throughout Nova Scotia and North Amencan Delay and difficulty in securing a suitable 

water supply was also expenenced in Winnipeg. Price in W i p e g  was a key factor in 

stalled negotiations, which is understandable when considering the company was asking 

aimost $300,000 more than die city was willing to offer." What is p d i n g  about 

Yarmouth is that a price difference of less than $2,000 couid be the actuai cause of delay 

in the eventual take-over of the company by the town. Rather the last delay, fiom 

September 1892 to April 1893, seems to indicate a n u b e r  of factors. First, the 

acceptance of the company's price was dependent on the ratepayers' approval for the 

financing of such a large capital project through borrowing backed by taxation. Second, 

potential investon, some of who were also ratepayen had to be assural that the water 

bonds issued by the town were stable and guaranteed invernent opportunities. This was 

dependent on the town's nedit rating and approval for borrowing fiom the Nova Scotia 

Legisiature. Third, the shareholders of the water company were able to hold out until 

their price was met. Finally, the evennial takesver depended on the success of the town 

council to mediate between the ratepayer and the shareholders. Town Council acted in 

For example, a review of the Statutes of Nova Scotia, 189 1, nvealed that at least seven 
other communities in 189 1 aione, approached the Nova Scotia Legislatwe for acts ta 
borrow rnoney in order to supply their townskities with a water supply. These 
communïties includeâ, Dartmouth, Antigonish, Amherst, Middleton, Pictou, Stellarton 
and Wolfville. See: Nova Scotia House of Assembly. Statutes of Nova Scotia, 1891, 
"Table o f  Statutes, Local Statutes, Titles", pp. vi-ix; See also: D.C. Platt, "Financing the 
Expansion of Cities, 1860-191 4", ü'rban Histo'y Review (February l983), pp. 6 1-66. 

* Alan Artibise, Winnipeg, p. 210. 
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such a way that the business interests of the water company were protected, as weii as 

ensuring that the community secured its own water supply. 

As E.K. Spinney had cautioned in the fint town election, September 1890, 

". . . we should be carefui about embarking in new expensive enterprises which would 

increase [ta~es]."'~ E. K. Spinney had lost the election to James J. Lovitt by just over a 

6% margin. Further, at the public meeting called by the mayor to discuss the water issue 

on1 7 May 1892 public opinion indicated that the ptice asked by the water company was 

too high. The public was resigned to the purchase because of the rights the company 

held over the Lake George supply. These rights were not challengecl by the Council. The 

Town Council wodd wait until &er the town elections in February 1893 before 

proceeding with take-over arrangements. This was an election in which the mayor was 

acclaimed and the thne sitting councilloa were reelected. in the end, the electorate 

supported the Town Council's decision to purchase the water works. The old business 

community, with its origins in shipping, had mcceeded in creating a local government 

which acted to protect its interests and thereby legitimize its dominant position. In this 

process a new business community was also king fomed which included othea who 

also had invested in the waterworks. Although members of the Town Council did not 

have direct investments in the Lake George Water Company, on other occasions the 

Town Council acted in support of other utilities in which their members did have shares. 

By seeking the community's consent before it proceeded to purchase the wateworks, the 

" Y m o u t h  Heruld, 3 September 1890. 
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Town Council facilitated the acceptance of business interests as commun@ interests." 

It was already noted that through public meetings, the Town Council had solicited the 
commUI1ity's opinion which was taken into consideration before decisions were made and 
that the electorate continueci to show its support for council as evident tbrough the reg 
election of council members fiom 1890-1 894. 



CHAPTER 3 

From a "Gateway" to a Tourist Destination 

During the 1 8 9 0 ~ ~  new brick buildings replaced several blocks of wooden 

structures which had been destroyed by fie. M e r  buildings were renovated and 

improved, storefionts were expanded and services were updated. On Main Street, a 

whole new visage was created through this matenal transformation. Businessmen, 

looking for new ways to expand their interests beyond their investments in indusaies, 

utilities and servicing a local resident population, saw the improvement of the t o m  of 

Yarmouth as a means of attracting new business opportunities. At the same t h e  Main 

Street was being revitalized, the Yannouth Steamship Company and the railway 

companies were developing a transportation synem which facilitated travel from the 

United States and into Nova Scotia. Yarmouth became a 'gateway' through which 

Amencan tourists traveled on their way tu visit Nova Scotia's attractions. Some 

entrepreneurs saw the potential for developing Yarmouth as a towïa destination. The 

entrepreneurs who fomed the ûrand Hotel Company (Limited)' were leading this new 

direction. The Grand Hotel would become the keystone in Yarmouth's transformation 

fiom a 'gateway' to a tourist destination. When the hotel was near completion, the 

business comrnunity and the politid leaders openly c o o p t e c i  in the promotion of 

See: Appendix 3 for a list of the original corporate members of the Grand Hotel 
Company (Limited). 



Yarmouth and the new hotel. With the officia1 opening of the hotel at a formai gala bail, 

its directors showed the community that the hotel could attnrct the kind of attention 

necessary to make Yarmouth into a tourist destination. Graduaiiy ail parts of the 

community recognized the potential of expanding the local economy through tourism. 

A Halifax correspondent zeroed in on the importance of the Yarmouth Steamship 

Company and the Grand Hotel to developing tourisrn in Yarmouth. 

Yarmouth, Nova Scotia's western metropdis, is a fining testimony to the vim and 
enterprise of her citizens. Thoroughly modem in d l  its methods and with that 
particdar map probably imbibed fiom the Americans, with whom they are so 
closely in touch, it is fast becoming a centre of trade and transport. Doubtless, its 
recent advancement has been due to the individuals comprising the Yarmouth 
Steamship Company, who have by their system placed their lines of steamships at 
public disposal greatly to the advantage of dl. 

Yarmouth is famed for its beautifid residences, its inviting w a k  and drives. Its 
citizens vie with one another in decorating their homes and kautifying their 
surroundings by faultîess lawns and neatest hedges. These conditions, together 
with the fact that a grand hotel is being built and which will rival any hotel in the 
provinces, must invite tourists fiom many quarters to this gate of the province.' 

Yarmouth's enterprishg citizens had ken  involved in the diversification of the local 

economy and as noted in the article, in the development of the Yarmouth Steamship 

Company. Although elite ship owners Loran E. Baker, John Lovitt, William D. Lovitt 

and William Law s h e d  interes& and developed the transportation systan which 

brought Amencan tourists into Nova Scotia, it was Loran E. Baker who founded the 

A correspondent fiom the Halifmr Chronicle quoted in the Ymouth  Herald, 14 October 
1893- 

3 

Shareholders lists for 1887 and 1888 reveaied that company shamholders, other thaa 
L o m  E. Baker* included Wiam D. Lovitt, William Law and John Lovitt. 
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Yarmouth Steamship Company in 1885, and provided the leadership which led to the 

company's incorporation in 1886. Baker continued to exert his leadership and control of 

the company fiom the time of its incorporation in 1886 until his death in 1899, for he was 

the larges single shareholder in the company, with 3 1% of the shares, and served as the 

company's president throughout this period. 

In 1887, the Yarmouth Steamship Company placed a new steamer, Yarmouth, into 

service which regularly brought tourists h m  the United States. In 1890, the service was 

expanded with the purchase of a second steamer, Boston: In the early 1890s' 

Yarmouth's "gateway" position for the province's growing tourist industry was 

strengthened with railway improvements. The building of a short yet important metch of 

railway between Digby and Annapolis created a continuous track between Yarmouth and 

Halifax. This enabled tourists to reach ail of Nova Scotia's attractions through 

Yarmouth. Just before the completion of this ''misshg Link" on 27 July 1891, the 

Yarmouth Steamship Company began to actively promote tourism in Nova Scotia 

In June 189 1, the Yarmouth Steamship Company appointed Thomas Anderson of 

the Boston Globe as its press agent. The province was described as a ". . . mecca of 

summer tou~ists,"~ especiaily American towists and Mr. Andmon's approach was built 

on this demonstrated appeal. Shortiy after his appointment, an aggressive campaign was 

J. Murray Lawson, compiler, Ymouth, Pust and Present, A Book of Reminiscences 
(Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, 1902), pp. 555-556. 

Ymmouth Telegram* 5 June 1891. 



begun which catered to the American press! The strategy was centred on press tours to 

various points of interest in Southwestern Nova Scotia which were located dong the 

existing rail lines and roadways linking Yarmouth to Digby and Annapolis? Throughout 

this period, other steamship companies also employed this w n e  publicity-seeking 

strategy. American reporters who were wuleci, dined and toured through specific touist 

destinations, wrote reviews of their adventures in their home newspapers. For example, a 

Halifax excursion in 1 892, compliments of the Halifax Steamship Company, was 

reviewed in the Boston Evening Transeript.' This same newspaper had also reviewed the 

1 89 1 Yarmouth Steamship and railway companies' fkt press tour? in the Amencan 

press, reviews of the publicity tour of 189 1, Yarmouth was referred to as the point of 

entry for Nova Scotia's attractions. Attention was given to the ease of travel in the fast, 

luxurious steamers of the Yarmouth Steamship Company. This publicity was aimed at 

Press representatives included individual's from the Boston Globe, Boston Journal, 
Boston Tmeler, Boston News, Boston Evening Trunscript, and the New York Journal of 
Commerce. This advertisement campa@ which began in 1891 and promotcd Nova 
Scotia for the purposes of tourism predates the tourkt promotions of the pMod 1895- 
1925 which Susan Phinney examhed in her study, "The 'Lad of Evangeline': The 
Dominion Atlantic Raiiway and Tourkt Promotion of Nova Scotia" (MA Research Paper, 
Carleton University, Canadian Studies), 199 1. 

The special train car which Lord and Lady Aberdeen travelled on h m  Halifax to 
Y amiouth took a route which was similar to these early press tours. Accordhg to Lady 
Aberdeen's journal their joumey fiom Halifa to Yarmouth took a route via Annapolis 
with stops at Windsor, Kentville, WolfMUe, Annapolis & Weymouth. NAC, Aberdeen 
Papers, MG 27 1 B 5,  volume 8, Lady Aberdeen's Journals, pp 64-65 

"Halifax and its Beauties", Boston Evening Tramcript, 16 luly 1892. 

"Through Nova Scotia", Boston Ewning Trunscript, 24 August 189 1, p. 5. 



increasing the market share in tourism for the Yarmouth Steamship Company and the 

railway cornpanies which collaborated in these tours. nie promotion of Nova Scotia's 

attractions was a means to this end. 

At the same time the Amencan press was giving nominal attention to Yarmouth, 

the local press was placing Yarmouth at the centre of this developing tourism. In 

Yarmouth the 189 1 press tour received coverage before and after. In the Telegram, the 

article, "An Excursion of Amencan Joumalists" described the purpose of the upcoming 

visit and provided an outline of the trip itinerary. 

An excursion party of about 30 Anmicm newspaper men wili ieave Boston on 
the steamer Yarmouth, Tuesday, Aug. 4, to inspect the new railway connection 
between Digby and Annapolis, and incidentally to enjoy the scenery and 
charactenstics of the Province. They corne on the invitation of the Yarmouth 
Steamship Co. and the Western Counties, Windsor & Annapolis, Nova Scotia 
Cenaal and Cornwallis Valiey railways. As their Msit will result in much good to 
the province, it is hoped that their brief stay will be made a pleasant one. The 
party will be in charge of Mr. Thomas F. Anderson, of the Boston Globe, press 
agent of the Yarmouth Steamship Co., and the itinerary of the trip will be as 
follows: 

Tuesday, Aug. 4-Leave Boston 
Wednesday-Drive through Yarmouth, inspect industries, etc.; leave at 
lpm by special train for Digby, drive through town; stop ovemight. 
Thursday-Special train to Annapolis, dnve through town (dinner); leave 
Annapolis by regular train for Kentviiie (lunch at station); take Cornwallis 
Valley train for Kingsport, retum by special to Kentville; stop ovemight. 
Friday-Drive through Kentville, special to Wolfville visit Colleges, etc. 
(dinner); proceed by special train to Grand Pre, the home of Evangeline; 
thence by special to Windsor, drive through town, visit King's Coilege and 
Clüton, the late residence of Judge Haliburton (Sam Slick); take 4.55 to 
Halifax, 
Satuiday-At Halifax, drive in fornoon, visit public gardens, etc., in 
aftemmn 
Sunday-Rest and go to chuch. 
Monday-Lave Halifax 6.60 am. for Middieton, thence to Bridgewater; 
stop over night. 



Tuesday-Leave Bridgewater 7 am. homeward bound.1° 

The report of "The New England Press Excursion" highlighted the Yarmouth portion of 

the tour and noted that "The &y was perfect and the intelligent visitors were enthusiastic 

in their expressions of the admiration upon the appearance of Yarmouth and its attractive 

surroundings."" The private homes of several of the town's prominent citizen's were 

visited as vantage points for viewing the town and its suburbs." At the residence of 

Loran E. Baker, the party toured the gardens and grounds before having lunch. An 

aftemoon of entertainment was planned before the guests dined at the Queen and Lome 

hotels." This type of local press coverage was directing the attention of Yarmouth's 

residents to the town's position in the province's growing touria industry. 

in the spring of 1892, another party of New England journaiists was chaperoned 

by Anderson. 'i'his time they came fkom Boston by steamer, spent a &y in Yarmouth and 

renimed to Boston by steamer later the same &y. They were d r i v a  around town by a 

number of prominent citizens and lunched at the residence of Loran E. Baker.14 The tour 

was reviewed by the local press but did not receive attention in the Boston Evening 

Io Yamouth Telegram, 3 1 Juiy 1891. 

Yarmouth Telegram. 7 August 1 89 1. 

12 

The dnving around of guests to show the natutal beauties and f i e  residences of the area 
was also part of the activities sunounding the visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen to 
Yarmouth. Lord Aberdeen and son Haddo were given the scenic tour while Lady 
Aberdeen was the guest speaker at the women's meeting. 

l3 These were the two main hotels located in Yarmouth at this tirne. 

l4 Ymourh Telegram, 27 May 1892. 
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Tronscr ipt . 

As well as the Yarmouth Steamship and railways companies' joint publicity tours, 

Yamiouth had ken promoted within the genre of the business di re~tory .~~  These 

publications of the 189Os, aimed at attracting and encouraging local business, typicaiiy 

gave a bnef description of the tom's attributes by including statistics and listings of 

churches, social organizations and govemment offices. The main part of the directones 

listed al1 the businesses and residents of the town, and provided advertising space for the 

sponsoring businesses. In 1893 however, the promotion of the town took on a different 

focus and tone. 

The Nming point in Yarmouth's promotion was exemplified by a feature article 

on Yarmouth which appeared in October 1893, in the Saint John, Progress. The Grand 

Hotel was under construction and political and business leaders joined in promoting the 

t o m  to potential investors and visitors beyond the irnmediate surroundhg area and to 

Saint John. No longer was business promotion limited to the local area as it had been 

with the business directory. Business associations with Saint John, which had been 

formed through the shipping industry, continued to give Yarmouth a regional connection. 

For example, Robert Caie, a shareholder in the Grand Hotel was a capitalist from Saint 

John who manied Sophie Killam, daughter of elite ship owner Samuel Killam. With the 

1 s 

In addition to the business directory, towns also promoted themselves with the 'bird's 
eye Mew' illustrations which visually highlighted the positive features of the town. See 
Illustration 4, Yarmouth's "bird's eye view" of 1889. Note the neamships and sailing 
vessels in the harbour, the indutries belching the smoke of progress and the churches 
represented in this view. 



building16 and the promotion of the Grand Hotel, the connection between the two 

communities was cemented and Saint John was used to promote the town to a wider 

audience. Besides enumerating Yarmouth's advantages as a location for successfùi 

businesses, the article iuustrated why Yarmouth haà a future in tourism. Although 

shipping and industry had been the basis for the town's economic prospexity, the Grand 

Hotel was identified as the key to Yarmouth's future success. This article pushed the 

promotion of Yarmouth as more than a "gateway". 

The Progress article emphasized Yarmouth's suitability for tourîmi, and set out a 

promotional image which would appeal to tourists. The economic and politicai 

environment enhanced the naniral attributes of geography, climate and beauty. It 

characterized and described Yarmouth as a town moving upwards not j u t  fiom a 

geogmphic" standpoint but fkom a commercial, intelleaual and moral point of view. 

Yarmouth was "a busy littie city" with d the conveniences of a New England city.I8 It 

was a progressive community with the nrst electric street railway in the Maritimes, well- 

The design of the hotel was au important element which reflected a regional versus a 
local trend with the engagement of the architecturai firm of Mott, Myles and C h a h  of 
Saint John. See: D.A. Muise, "'The Great Transformation': Changing the Urban Face of 
Nova Scotia, 1871-192 1 ", Nova Scotia H i M c a l  Review, 1 1 (199 1), p. 23. 
17 

The geographic standpoint refend to the move in the location of prominent businesses 
from the waterfiont area, where they had been during the days of shipping, to the centre 
of tom with the estabiishment of a commercial sector with banks, stores and srnices. 
This geographic shift was a visible part of the economic shift h m  seaward to landward 
enterprises. 

la Progress (Saint John), 14 October 1 893, p.9. 



stocked stores and thnvhg businesses. It was modem and prosperous, yet built on moral 

values of home life, temperance, sobriety, indusûy and in t em.  Yarmouth was proud of 

the attributes and accomplishments of its citizens, its 'Golden Age' in the tram-Atlantic 

shipping industry, its manufactures, civic buildings, churches, modem conveniences, 

cuinual and educatiod programs, homelike atmosphere, fine residences, leisurely w a k ,  

and heaithy climate. Yarmouth was portrayed as a desirable place to live and do business, 

but more important, Yarmouth was the perfect place for the Amencan tourist to visit, and 

to feel at ease.I9 

Yarmouth promotion as a tourist destination was tailored to appeal to the 

Amencan t o e a .  For tourism in Yarmouth meant "the easy spending American." 'O The 

feature article in Progress noted that it was an attractive destination. 

American tourists are beginning to dock to Yarmouth to enjoy the cooiness and 
the balmy breezes of its summer months, to drive among its pictmsque 
surroundhg kaches, to fish, to shoot among the islands and bath in the waters 
that have its sloping shores and to lounge in its pleasant hotels and saunter along 
its me-shaded and hedge-lïned streets." 

The establishment of a "Grand Hotei" in Yamouth was an essential part of the 

town's appeal to the American tourist. The idea of a ''grand hotei" was inttoduced in the 

This promotional image of Yannouth was based on incorpotating the modernity of the 
present with the values of the community which had roots in the past. This image is in 
contrast to the anti-moderaity image identified by Ian McKsy in his study of the 
development of tourist promotion in Nova Scotia during a later period. See: Ian McKay, 
Anti-Modemirnt a d  Cultural Selection in the Twentieth Centwy Nova Scotia (Montreal 
& Kingston: McGiU-Queen's University Press, 1994). 

Progress (Saint John), 14 October 1893, p.9 
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American northeast during the 1820s. It was, however, in 1829, that a number of 

innovations found in the Tremont House of Boston, transformed the notion of a grand 

hotel into a palace for people. This marked the beginning of incorporating the latest 

technological achievements and trends in scientific thought into the design and 

construction of a physical structure. The modernity of the sociev would be there for dl 

to see as they passed through its doors. it was a rerninder to the community that they 

were in the right place. There was no need for residents to go elsewhere to seek 

opportunity as it was in their own towdcity. Travellers for pleasure or business were 

impressed with the vitality and prognssiveness of the townlcity tbat a grand hotel 

irnplied. Merchants and boostem used the "grand hotel" as a way of promoting their 

towdcity." It was not an accident that a "grand hotei" was buïlt in Yarmouth during the 

1890s. For Yamiouth, the Grand Hotel was more than an upscale towist facility, it was 

an important part of a strategy to transform the town h m  a "gateway" to a touria 

destination. With the building of a "grand hotel" in Yarmouth, tourists would be 

accommodated in a modern, cornfortable, healthy, efficient facility which catered to the 

needs of its gwsts. 

Yarmouth's Grand Hotel was part of a trend in developing and improving tourist 

accommodation throughout Nova Scotia. For instance, in August 1893, "nie Sydney 

Hotel Company (Limiteci)" was incorporated with the same amount of capital and shares, 

This interpretation of the development and significauce of tht grand hotel draws on the 
work of Karl B. Raie and John Paul Jones III, "The City Hotel as Lanàscape Attifact and 
Community Symbol" in Journal of CdtwaZ Geogruphy, Volume 9, No.1, ( F W i t e r  
1988), pp. 1 7-3 6. 
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and similar objectives as the Grand Hotel Company. The Sydacy company was also 

undertaken as a joint stock company by local business interests fiom the area in which the 

hotel was to be established." The Aberdeen Hotel, located at Kentville, was another 

example." Fifty-three hotels were recommended to tourists in one of the Yarmouth 

Steamship Company's promotional booklets, ca 1894. The recommendation emphasized 

that, ". . . [tlourists will h d  the above hotels cornfortable and home-like. Large, airy 

rooms; good attendance; pleasant grounds, and lots of room for the Iittie ones to play out 

of do or^."^ The Grand Hotel was listcd as one of thm hotels in Yarmouth. The other 

two hotels were the Queen located on Central Street between Main Street and the 

harbour, and the Hotel Lome located on Main Street near the Post Office. In March 1891, 

the Hotel Lome underwent renovations which included "a light, airy and beautifuily 

decorated dining room.'" The Lome and the Queen hotels were both mid to higher 

priced, whereas the Grand Hotel was arnong the mon expensive and on par with the 

72. 

Nova Scotia. House of Assembly. JounurI and Proceedings, 1894, "Appendix No. 12, 
"Joint Stock Companies", pp.8-9. 
24 

Yarmouth Steamship Co. Ltd., aàvertisement entitled "Nova Scotian Hotels", in the 
promotional booklet, Land of Evangeline Route. Tlie Yannouth Line, The Shorrest, 
Cheupest and Most P leesont Route Between Boston und Nova Scotia and Cape Bteton, 
ca 1894. The daily rate at the Aberdeen was $1.50, a low to mid-prîce range. 
See: Illumation 9,'Nova Scotia Hotels", for a copy of this list. 

Yarmouth Steamship Co. Ltd., advertisement entitled ''Nova Scotian Hotels", in the 
promotional bookîet, h d  of Evungehe Route, ca 1894. 
See: Illustration 9, "Nova Scotia Hotels", for a copy of this list. 



Halifax Hotel located in Halifax? The Halifax Hotel was advertised, c a  1895, noting: 

The Pariors, Reading Room, and Chambers axe ali comfortably fitted up and 
supplied with al1 the modern improvements. Incaadescent Lights throughout the 
whole building, in both comdors and rooms. An attractive Conservatory and 
magnincent outlook over the Harbor, which is admired very much by tourists, is 
approached from the ladies' Parlor. 

The cuisine is of the fhea; and the Proprietors are safe in saying, that those who 
may hoaor them with their patronage will fée1 weU satisfied with theu visit to 
~alifax? 

By incorporating the values of the past with the ideas of a modem age, the 

directors hoped to compete with other tourist facilities in the province. Quality of 

s e ~ c e ,  value for money and a fkiendly, homey environment of the hotel highlighted 

American values of the past. The new Grand Hotel's management was fiiendly and 

efficient. The manager, Mr. Charles T. Wilson had, after dl, been the manager of the 

Tremont House in Boston for 20 yeamW The hotel promoted the American plan which 

included a flat rate for room and board rather than the more modem European rate which 

27 

Yarmouth Steamship Co. Ltd., advertisement entitied "Nova Scotian Hotels", in 
the promotional booklet, Land of Evangeline Route, ci11 894. 

The Lome and Queen hotels were priced at $1.50 to $3, whereas the Grand and 
the Halifax wen priced at $2.50 to $3 for the daily rates. 
See: Illustration 9, "Nova Scotia Hotels", for a copy of this l in 
28 

Yarmouth Steamship Co. Ltd., BeautzjiiZ Nova Scotia, ne ToMisr 's Eden, me Brief 
Story of the Suinmer ûutings in the Queen of Vacution Lanak wilh a S h  Descriprion of 
Some of its Delighrful Resorts, Quoint OId Historie T m  and Surpashg Scenery, c ê  
1895. 

The Tremont House of Boston is significant to this discussion as it was referred to by 
Raitz and Jones as the prototype for 'The Grand Hotel'. Karl B. Raia and John Paul 
Jones III, "The City Hotel as Landscape Artifact and Community Symboi", p. 24. 



was for accommodation ody. The food and service were geared to the highest standard 

of quality. The hotel appealed to families with its large suites suitable for accommodating 

chilchen. Within the hotel, men and women had their own spaces for social interaction. 

The men were provided with reading and smoking rooms, while women had separate 

w r i ~ g  rooms and parleurs. The modem age and its technical wonden were also 

promoted. The hotel was heated by hot water fiom "two pairs of No. 8 Gurney Oxford 

Heatm", the entire building was wired for electric lights and fitted for gas lamps, electric 

bells co~ected each room with the office, modem washrooms with hot water were 

situated on each floor and in the suites, and the guests' safety a d  property were protected 

by burglar proof tramoms with patent fastenings? As well, the healtIifiilness of the place 

was promoted on principles derived from the medicai knowledge of the day. Each room 

had a window and the design of the building lent itself to good ventilation. The air and 

climate of Yarmouth, in geneml, were regarded by experts as a remedy to hay fever, and 

the Grand Hotel, in particular, provided suitable accommodations for hay fever 

sufferers." Scientific management was also evident in the layout and efficiency of the 

building. The s e ~ c e  rooms were located in the basement and at the nar of the dining 

room. Staff was segregated fiom guests as their quarters were located in a separate area 

of the no& wing in an intexmediate storey above the kitchen area. 

Promotions for the Grand Hotel as a haven for hay fever &ers appeared in the United 
States Hay Fever Association's annual reports beginning ca1900. Sec: DU& Grand 
Hotel Company (Limited) fonds, MS4210, Conespondence 1891-1982, file 2, Peacock, 
Job, 1900- 



Although the need for a hotel had been perceived in 1888, the Grand Hotel was 

not completed and opened for business until1894. Several preconditions were necessary 

for the cornpletion and for the long-terni financial viability of such a hotel in Yarmouth. 

There had to be investon willing to take on this project. There had to be a cooperation 

between the Iocd govemment and business to foster an environment conducive to 

success. The comunity had to believe theu town could be a touria destination. The 

hotel's directors had to show the community, they and the hotel could fulfill the promise 

of attracting tourists and contribute to the overall prosperity of the local economy. 

Funher, the hotel needed community patronage in order to stay open al1 year round, not 

just in the touria season. These preconditions were not immediately evident in 1888. 

Over time, the shareholders, the town and the community wodd corne together to support 

the hotel. 

When A W. Eakins approached the Municipal Council in 1888, he did not 

ceceive any support for the idea of using public monies to help buiid a new hotel. In 

1 89 1, this lack of support was again evident for a similar rcsolution which was put before 

the town. The need for a hotel was the subject of a public meeting2 held in Yarmouth, 

nie importance of the "public meeting" bcld in Yarmouth should not be overlooked in 
respect to coaimunity development It is important to have some background on this 
concept as it relates to Nova Scotia and Yarmouth in particuiar. In 176 1, after the 
expulsion of the Acadians from Nova Scotia, the Governor of Massachusetts and the 
Governor of Nova Scotia agrred on a senlement plan which provideci land grants to New 
Englanders and populated Nova Scotia with a British presence. Yarmouth had been 
founded by a core group of these New England planters who bmught with hem the 
tradition of the tomi meeting. Even though the Govemment of Nova Scotia had banned 
the practice town meeting and replaced it with a Viginia style of govcmment, the 
practice of meeting publicly continued in one fonn or another. The nippon of the poor 



14 August 1 89 1. The requisition calling for the meeting was signed by 6 1 ratepayers. It 

argueû that since there was a need for additionai and better touria accommodation in the 

Town of Yarmouth and private enterprise had not taken the initiative to fiil this need, the 

Town of Yarmouth should encourage the building of a new hotel which would cost no 

iess than $40,000 furnished by taking stock in such a venture. The hotel would make 

Yarmouth ". . . one of the most popular summer resorts on the continent, thereby 

directly benefiting every local interest."" Two views were expressed in the discussion 

which followed the reading of the resolution. A.W. Eakins and Loran E. Baker spoke in 

favour of the resolution while John Lovin opposed the scheme on principle. John Lovitt 

asserted that ". . . [ilf the town adopted this as a precedent it would be quite in order for 

any business enterprise to ask for the same pri~ileges."~ The question was put to a vote 

and the resolution was defeated. The town's people were not willing to openly support 

through an act relating to poor relief legislation in 1763 and later school support through 
the Free School Act of 1864 ~quimi direct taxation and provided for a process of 
community consultation. In the case of the poor support "tom meetings" were held to 
vote on the assessrnent and collection of taxation, as well as the administration of the 
poor support. in the case of school support, boards and public meetings were organized 
for the same purposes. 

The County Incorporation Act of 1879 eliminated entirely the provision for town 
meetings as the newly formed municipal councils were to assume these fhctions and 
responsibilities. In the Maritime provinces at this time, Boards of T d e  had been 
established in Halifax, N.S., and in Saint John, N.B. Yarmouth did not have a Board of 
Trade at this time; it was established in May 1894. However, the fact that a public 
meeting had been held at the nquest of 6 1 ratepayers through a requisition presented to 
the Mayor. indicated that residents of Yamiouth were willing tu use the f o m  of a public 
meeting under the auspices of thek newly fomed town council governent as a vehicle 
for community and economic development 

j3 Yarmouth Telegrom, 28 August 189 1, p. 1. 



the hotel at this early stage, even though business was looking for their support. 

FoUowing the adjouniment of this public meeting anothcr meeting was held, organized by 

E.K. Spinney . A report of this second meeting was not included in the article. 

Aithough the need for a new hotel was recognized and some individuals in 

Yamiouth supported the idea, nothing seemed t have happened for at les t  a year. A 

letter to the Editor appeared in the Yarmouth Telegram on the 12'" August 1892 signed 

'Traveller'. This letter entitied, "Summer Hotel" pleaded for additionai hotel 

accommodation in Yarmouth noting, "[tlhere has been a good ded of talk and but littie 

work about this hotel matter.''35 The next time the Yarmouth Telegram gave news about a 

hotel, was on 16 December 1892. The d c l e  announcecl that a cornmittee had purchased 

a lot, situated north of the First Baptist Church, for a new hotel fiom Mr. Lloyd Porter." 

The Grand Hotel Company would not be officiaily formed until6 March 1893?' 

The local investors who joined together to form the Grand Hotel Company had 

known each other socially and through business. They included elite ship owners, 

prominent ship owners, merchants, Main Street businesmen and professionals." These 

jS Yurmouth Telegram, 12 August 1892, p.1. 

j6 Yarmouth Telegron, 16 December 1 892, p. 1. 

37 This was the date of the fust entry in the company's corporate minute book. 

niese first mbscnbers Listed in the corporate minute book were, W D .  Lovitt, H.D. Cann, 
L.E. Baker, SA. Croweii, k W .  Eakuis, John Lovitt, Robert Caie, as weil as G. Munay 
Dane and C.C. Roberts. These were the same individuais Iisted on the company's 
incorporation document, except for J. Murray Dane and C.C. Richards whose names do 
not appear on the incorporation docummt and for N.B. Lewis and Edgar K. Spinney 
whose names appear on the incorporation document but were not recordeci as king 



individuais had interests in shipping, the Western Counties Railway, the Yarmouth 

Steamship Company, andfor various other local enterprises which had included 

industries and utiiities. One of these original corporate members, Nathan B. Lewis, was 

also a member of Town Council and several others wouid be Board of Trade corporators. 

These individuals were part of the same business community which had shared in 

Yarmouth's mbm development and whose common interests were furthered by town 

incorp~ration?~ They took advantage of Yarmouth's geographic position, n a d  beauty, 

and modem conveniences by building an upscale hotel which wouid cater to an 

increasing number of American tourîsts who were arriving in Yarmouth, the "gateway" to 

Nova Scotia 

The extent of the relationship of these local investon to each other and the 

community can be illustrated by using the death of one of the original sharrholders in the 

Grand Hotel Company (Limited). When William D. Lovitt dieci, early in 1 894, four out 

of sixSo of his pal1 bearers were also sharrholders in the Grand Hotel. An examination of 

his estate and the invesmients of the other corporate members listed on the company's 

incorporation documenu" revealed, in part, the economic relationship the Grand Hotel 

present at the meeting. DUA, Grand Hotel Company (Limited), Minute Book, p. 1. 
39 

See Appendix 4 for profiles ofsome ofthese individuals. 

The six pal1 bearers incluâed the Loran E. Baker, Robert Caie, S.A. Crowell, Thomas 
Kiilam 2& , J.W. Mwdy, and Counciiior Nathan B. Lewis. Yurmouth Telegram, 5 
January 1894, p.1. 

41 The incorporation documents were dateà 17 April1893. 



shareholders had to each other and to the community. William D. Lovin was involved in 

the Grand Hotel to the extent of 50 shares out of a total of 400 possible shares, and serveci 

as a Director and Vice-president, 1 893- l894.'* He also served as Resident of the 

Exchaage Bank of Yarmouth, where he was the largest single shareholder hoiding 390 

out of 41 3 shares in 1893." He was also an orighai Director of the Yarmouth Duck and 

Yarn Co. and held 400 out of a total of 1500 shares in 1 88X4 He held 80 out of 3420 

shares in the Yarmouth Steamship Company (Limited) in 1893:' 

An examination of lins of shareholders for these same companies, which had 

been listed as part William D Lovin's estate, revealed that there was an overlap of 

individuals who invested in these companies and the onginai corporate mernbers of  the 

Grand Hotel Company (Limited). For example, in addition to William D. Lovitt, the 

Exchange Bank of Yarmouth's list of shholders  dated 9 January 1894, included Loran 

E. Baker, 18 shares, Robert Caie, 171 dures, Hugh D. Cam, 93 shares, John Lovitt, 17 

shares, N. B. Lewis, 72 shares, Samuel A. Crowell, 1 share and Edgar K. Spinney with 31 

shares out of a total of approximately 5,500 shares. The Yarmouth Duck and Yam Co. 

42 information h m  DUA, Grand Hotel Company (Limited) Minute Book 

Exchange Bank of Yarmouth iists of shareholders quaîified to at the Annuai Generai 
Meeting for Dec. 1889, Dec.1890 and Dec. 1893, found in DUA, S.A. Crowell fonds, 
MS-4-66, Statements: Exchange Bank of Yarmouth, 1889-1903. 

YCMA, Yarmouth Duck & Yarn Co., 1995:72/1/2, Minute Book, No.1, p.1. 
4s 

Yarmouth Steamsbip Company lists ofshareholden found in DUA, S.A. CroweU fonds, 
MS-446, I. Statements, file 19, Yarmouth Stuunship Company, 1889-1903. 



also included Hugh Cam and Robert Caie as original shareholders. " A 1898 list for the 

Yarmouth Duck and Yam Co.3 shareholders, lists Robert Caie with 65 shares, Hugh D. 

Cann with 124 shares, Samuel A. Crowell with 46 shares, and the hein of William D. 

Lovitt with combined shares of 400 out of a totai of 1500 shares. The Yarmouth 

Steamship Company also iisted among its shareholders in 1893, Loran E. Baker with 

1076 shares, Hugh D. C m  with 30 shares, Robert Caie with 18 shares, and E.K. S p b e y  

with 17 shares out of a total number of 3240 shares. These companies, with the exception 

of the Grand Hotel, were ail established before December 1883. 

Further, this examination and a Look at the shareholders of the Marine Insurance 

Company of Saint John, New Brunswick, ais0 indicated an investment interest in a 

regional Maritime economy during the 1890s. The Marine burance Company of Saint 

John was organizd on 12 May 1 890. On a List of contributon issucd 10 July 1 896, 

twelve Yamiouth shareholders are listed out of a total of sUny4ve shareholders. Of these 

twelve, the following names appeared, Robert Caie, Hugh Cam, Samuel A. Crowell, H. 

& N.B. Lewis4', and the estate of William D. Lovitt. 

The aim of the shareholdm and âirectors in establishing the Grand Hotel was 

reiterated at the second mual meeting of the Company held 28 May 1895. The following 

was read fiom the director's report: 

46 

YCMA, Yarmouth Duck & Yarn Co. Limited, Minute Book, No. 1, p.2; their names also 
appear in a Juiy 1,1888 handwritten 'List of Shareholders', found in DU& S.A. CroweU 
fonds, MS466, J. Statements, file 16, Yarmouth Duck & Yarn Co. Ltd., 1887-1 90 1. 
47 

N. B. Lewis was involved in tbis business partnership. Robate Record #3 156, filed lP 
Aprii 1 899 at Yarmouth, Yarmouth Co., N.S. 



The House was built mainly with the idea of attracting to Yarmouth and keeping 
here for the summer season a share of the tourist business which hitherto had 
passed us by, owing to the lack of suitable Hotel accommo&tion. To accomplish 
that end, the building, the Wshing, the management and the quality of service 
needed to be as near as possible to the standard established by the Hotel Keepers 
of the many favorite summer resorts in the United States and Canada . . . . 48 

Once the Grand Hotel Company was incorporated in 1893, the push was on to 

open the hotel for the 1894 tourist season. More than 150,000 visitors were estunated for 

the 1894 season, an increase of 40,000 fiom 18931~ The Grand Hotel had to be 

completed in the shortest possible t h e  without sacrificing design, craftsmanship or 

materials. This goal of a speedy completion was agreed upon at a directon' meeting held 

4 Jdy 1893 and became a prime consideration in the choosing of a contra~tor.~ Tenders 

subrnitted by contracton who could not M l 1  this requirement were not considend. It 

àid not matter if they were local or outside businessmen or if they had the lowen 

estimated bid. Five tenders were received fiom Nova Scotian builders which included 

three bids fiom Yarmouth contractors, one fiom a Halifax contractor and one fiom an 

Amhem contractor. James E. [Heustes], a Yarmouth builder, had subrnitted the lowest 

bid but he witfidrew it after discussing the cornpletion requirement with the hotel's 

directoa. "He said it would be impossible he thought, to get the building covered in this 

year before the fiost & it would niin brick work to be exposed to our  inter."^' A clause 

DU& Grand Hotel Company (Limited) Minute Book, p.66. 

49 Yarmouth Herald, 21 Augusî 18%. 

DUA, Grand Hotel Company (Limited) Minute Book, p. 18. 

'' Ibid, p. 18. 



94 

providing for an optional penalty of $75 for each &y afler the promised date of 

completion was added to the contract? The successfbi contractor, Rhodes Curry & Co. 

of Amherst, had a mid-ranged estimate of $37,590.00. Construction began on 11" July 

1893. The hotel was to be completed by the 1 jh April 1894, and ready for guests by 1" 

J~ne.'~ nie pace of the hotel's consmiction was viewed as unprecedented." However, it 

was not without coosequence. The Ymmouth Herald reported on Tuesday 22 August 

1893 that "[a] large number of brick layers and stone masons are rushing the work on the 

Grand Hotel'"' and on Tuesday 12 September that ". . . [a] staging of the Grand Hotel 

gave way yesterday aftemoon, precipitating a number of workmen and a quantity of 

mortar, bricks, &cg, to the ground. Frank Mallett, belonging to Tusket Wedge, was badiy 

cut and otherwise injured about the l~ead."~~ 

The hotel was sttategicdy located on Main Street overlooking the harbour and 

easily accessible by street railway to al1 of the commercial, social and culniral facilities of 

the town. The U-shaped building was erected on a lot 11 3 feet fiont by 300 feet deep, and 

52 

The Grand Hotel Company (Liniited) Directors sent a notice to Rhodes Curry & Co. 
Limited, dated 21 May 1894 advishg them they were goiag to hold them liable to the 
delay penalty of $75 a day for every day completion was delayed. See: DUA, Grand 
Hotel Company (Limited), Minute Book, typed notice tipped in between pp. 42 and 43. 

Ymmouth Herald, 11 Iuly 1893, p.2. 

Yarmouth Herald, 26 September 1893, p. 2. 

Yminouth Herdd, 12 Septernber 1893, p.2. 



was placed in such a way as to have ftontages on three streets." The fiont and entrance 

of the building were on Main Street. The building was four floors high which included a 

Mansard roof and a fully utilued basement. A veranda and balconies wrapped the eont 

and south side of the building. The froat entrance to the hotel was designed to give a 

f a v o d l e  impression. The origuial architectural design of the building was in keeping 

with the style of a "grand hotel." AAer a tour of the newfy completed hotel, one 

newspaper reporter described the experience: 

We were at once impressed with the splendid appearance of the office [reception 
area]. This is certainly fitted up in the best possible taste and is very attractive. 
Entering by the massive front doors nom the &ont verandah, the visitor at once 
fînds hirnself in an airy, spacious and beautifully fuiished office, with its imposing 
ceiling, in n a d  wood, its finely carved mantels and couuters, its adjacent rooms 
for convenience of guests, with the elegant hall and staircases leading to other 
portions of the b~ilding.'~ 

The original design of the hotel was so important to the directors that they were 

willing to pay an additional cost when the architect altered the drawings. The minutes of 

the directors' meeting held on 26 October 1893 reported that the atchitect, Mr. Mot&, was 

asked to explain why ". . . the building as it stands is not according to the perspective 

drawing which he submitted to the Directors & which they thought was a correct drawing 

of the building as it was planned to be built.'"' The architect had changed the design of 

the Mansard roof on the south side in oider to dehy cost, but had not consuited the 

n 

The builduig had a 1 13 feet front on Main street, 140 feet on Grand street and 155 fcet 
on the south side. J. Munay Lawson, Yarmouth Past and Present, p.609. 

s~armourh Herald, 12 June 1894. 
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directors on this alteration. This decisioa by the mhitect Mott, Myles and Chatwin of 

Saint John, made relations between the company and the architect uneasy. 

Throughout the construction of the hotel, questions concemhg the qudity of 

rnaterials, workmanship, as well as building to specifïcation and deadline became sources 

of confiict. It was, however, the window issue which brought this conflict to the point of 

threats and a lockout. The contractors had substituted a lesser quaiity g las in the front 

main windows and the directors demanded the architect to instruct the contractors to 

change al1 the glas to codonn to the original specifications. This issue escaiated with 

the contractors locking out the Directors from the hotel. This incident forced the directors 

to hold the Annual Meeting of the Company, 22 May 1894, on the hotel veranda. The 

meeting was relocated and resumed at the office of William L ~ v i t t . ~ ~  

There were other challenges that the shareholders haù to deal with in the building 

of the Grand Hotel. One was money. Various stategies were employed t keep the 

financial side of the corporation solvent. For example, Robert Caie, one of the hotel's 

shareholdea advanced loans to the company on a number of occasions in order to pay 

contractors for their smtices. As well, the Company offered stock as a payment option. 

For example, George J. Morton, the contractor who installed the hotel's heating supply, 

was payed in cash through Robert Caie's advances to the company6'; he also acquired 

company stock. The hotel also approached the town for financial relief on the costs of 

t o m  services. Before the Grand Hotel Company was formed, the t o m  had not been 

DUA, Grand Hotel Company (Limited) Minute Book, pp. 43-44. 

Ibid, pp. 30,34. 
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supportive of the idea of a new hotel. Now that the hotel was under construction, the 

Town Council allowed some concessions to the corporation. The t o m  granted the 

directors reduced rates on sewer connections, as well it extencied the sidewak, and 

improved the road dong the hotel's street fkontageP2 While these allowances may not 

seem Iike large concessions, this was nonetheless the extent of the support that the Town 

was willing to give to any inàîvidual private business at that time. 

Besides the importance of investoa who were willing to rake a nsk in building a 

hotel, the cooperation between the Town C o d  and business was also a necessary 

precondition for the completion and long-term financial viability of the hotel. Under the 

leadership of elite ship owner Loran E. Baker, members of the Town Council joined with 

other businessmen to promote the t o m  in the feature article on Yarmouth which 

appeared in the newspaper Progress, October 1893. The political leaders were portrayed 

as successfbl and efficient businessmen who govemed the town in such a way that served 

the best inrerests of the town. The article featured twenty-six mini-biographiesb3 of 

62 

"Town Council", Ymmourh Herald, 1 August 1 893, p. 2; and DUA Grand Hotel 
Coprate Minute Book, p 54. 
63 

These wnty-six individuais were: Mayor James B d l ,  town cou11cillors Joseph H. 
Cann, George S. Sanderson, A. F. Stoneman, B.B. Law, Nathan B. Lewis, J. R Wyman, 
and chic offîcials Thomas E. Coming and Hiram Goudey, Thomas B. Flint Federal 
Member of Parliament, and A.G. Hood Postmaster, eiite ship ownen A.C. Robbns, 
William Law, L. E. Baker, Main Street businessmen E J. Vickcry, SC. Hood, William 
Millen, E. K. Spinney, L. G. Swain, George Parker, and other businessmm Charles E. 
Brown retired, I. W. Walsh, A. Cam and C.C. Richards, and fuhue Grand Hotel 
sharehoiders S.A. CroweU, and J. W. Moody. Progress (Saint John), 14 October 1893, 
pp. 9-16. 
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prominent individuals and businessmen to illustrate the enterprishg and community- 

spirited nature of its citizeas. Iucluded were individuals connected to the Town Council 

and other govemment bodiesM, corporators on the Yarmouth Board of Trade established 

in May 1 8!M6', elite shipowners, Main Street merchants, other businessmen and Orand 

Hotel shareholders. Even though ail the major businesses were highlighted in this 

collaborative effort, special attention was given to the Grand Hotel. It was in this article 

that engraved drawings of the hotel, which was under construction at the tirne, were first 

published for public viewing. This article demonstrated a cooperation between the Local 

govemment and business necessary for the success of the Grand Hotel, as its viability was 

linked to the promotion of the t o m  as a desirable place to live, to do business and to 

visit. The Grand Hotel was unveiled in this article within the general context of 

cooperation and community support. By creating an environment that was conducive to 

business success, the Town Council also encouraged cornmunity support for the hotel. 

Comrnunity nippon for tourism and the hotel was incremental. Fust, the 

cornmunity's attention had been directed to the town's potential for tourism through the 

local press reports of the early publicity tours of 1 891-1892, which were sponsored by the 

Yannouth Steamship Company and the railway companies. By highiightuig the positive 

aspects of the town, these reports had suggested that Yarmouth couid sharr in the 

These govemmmt representatives inclu&d t o m  councilloa, civic officiais, the federal 
Member of Parliament for Yarmouth, and the poa master, a federal employee. 

See Appendix 2 for a complete list of Board of Trade corporators as per the May 1894 
registration document 



province's growing tourist industry. Second, the Town Council had visibly demonstrated 

its cooperation in the promotion of the town and the Grand Hotel through the October 

1893 Progress article. Third, the reality of the opening of the Grand Hotel demonstrated 

to the community that the hotel and its directors had the capabiiity to attmt the kind of 

attention that could transform Yarmouth nom a "gateway" to a tourist destination. 

Two events were planned for the opening of the Grand Hotel. At the first event, 

an open house held on 2 Juiy 1894, al1 the residents of Yarmouth were invited to tour the 

new building. The Yarmouth Herald reported that 

... hundreds of citizens of both sexes availed themselves of the pnvilege and were 
s h o w  around the different apartrnents by the directors, the manager and his 
assistants. All were surprised and pleased to witness so fine a hotel in our town. 
It is undoubtedly the most commodious, bea equipped and most elegant 
establishment of the kind in the Maritime  province^.^^ 

There was no mention of a reception or food as part of this open house. This public 

opening was a courtesy which the hotel's directors and management had extended to the 

The second event was an exclusive gala ball, held on 19 July 1894, for invited or 

ticketed guests who included members of the local community, as well as dignitaries, 

visitors and press fiom other parts of the province, Canada and the United States. This 

flair was organized as a publicity opportunity which resulted in rave reviews for the 

hotel and the tom.  This private formal opening had been planned by an organizing 

Yannouth Herald, 3 July 1894, p2. 



committee which included Loran E. Baker, W.L. ~ovitf', Robert Caie and A.W. Eakins. 

invitations were extended to prominent citizens fiom Yarmouth and the sunounduig area, 

business colleagues of the shareholdea~* and representatives of the press fiom Halifax, 

Saint John and the United States!' The evening's programme consisted of a reception 

and ball. As part of the reception, the evening began with a literary and musical 

programme held in the main office of the hotel. Most of this entertainment was 

performed by wornen readea and vocalists. Besides the local talent, Mrs. Alex C. 

Lassen, the wife of the editor of the New York Daily FiMncial News also participated7' 

Following the reception, a ball with orchestra was held in the dinning room. J. Murray 

Lawson described this gala event in Yarmouth P m  and Present. 

A reception and bail were given by the Directors at its forma1 opening on the 
evening of the 19' M y ,  1894, which was an uuqualified success and was, without 
doubt, the rnost bdliant social event of its character ever attempted in Yarmouth. 
Upwards of 400 guests were pnsent, including many m g e r s  fiom different 
parts of the United States; also fkom Halifax, St. John, Wiodsor, Kentville and 
other provincial towns. The Hotel was loobg its best, being moa beautifiiily 
and tastefully decorated with a profusion of flowers and shrubbery. Under the 
radiant electric Iights the scene was enchanting." 

Even though the gala openhg was restricted to those who could afford the "rich and 

67 Note, this was the son of the late W.D. Lovia 

68 See: NAC, SA. Crowell fonds, MG 28 III 3, Volume 9, Correspondence, 1894. 

There were press representing the Brookiine ChronicIe, the Boston Home Journal, the 
New York Daily Finoncial News, the HUI$QX Chronicle and the Saint John Progress. 
Yarmouth Telegram, 20 Juiy 1894. 

7t J. Munay Lawson, Yarmouth Past cmd Present, p.609. 
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elegantYy dress required for the occasion, it was important to the community at large. nie 

gala opening was a social and a promotional oppominity when local, regional and 

Amencan connections were sought and reinforced. The success of this event indicated to 

the community that the Grand Hotel and its àirectors couid attract the kind of attention 

that was necessary to transform Yarmouth fiom a "gateway" to a destination. In this way, 

aU parts of the cornrnunity were gradually convinced that tourism could contribute to the 

overall prosperity of the town. 



CHAPTER 4 

The Visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen to Yarmouth, 27-28 Augiwt 1894 

The visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen to Yarmouth in August 1894 can be 

interpreted as another opportunity to promote the town and the newly opened Grand 

Hotel. Just as the gala opening of the hotel had been used as an opportunity to promote it 

beyond the circulation area of the local press, so too was the Aberdeen's Canada-wide 

tour. Within the nrs< year of Lord Aberdeen's tenn as Govemor General,' His Excellency 

and Lady Aberdeen began a tour of Canada from the east to the West Throughout his 

term as Govemor Gened, Lord and Lady Aberdeen ". . . iogged thousands of miles and 

gained an intimate knowledge of Canada and Caaadians.'" John T Sayweli noted that 

few Govemor G e n d s  have more completely M l l e d  the mandate to ". . . visit every 

corner of his dominion and becorne for the Ume being, not only one of its citwns, but by 

adoption a perfervid son of each town and pro~ince."~ This visit of Lord and Lady 

Aberdeen to Yarmouth in the summer of 1894 was an event which wouid iikely be 

reported in newspapea outside of the local press area. 

The Aberdeen Canadian tour of 1894 setmed to have many purposes. Frorn the 

I 

Lord Aberdeen was swom in as Govemor General of Canada on 18 September 1893. 
For a description of his terni see, John T Saywell, ed., The Cmdian Journal of Lady 
Aberdeen, I893-1898, (Toronto: The Champlain Society, 1960). pp. xüi-ixxxiv, 
(introduction). 
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writings of Lady Aberdeen, the tour was a way of getthg to lmow d the parts of Canada 

withh a shorter period of t h e  t&n wouid have been the case if only one province was 

visited each year. As well, the opportunity gave Lady Aberdeen a way of promoting the 

newly formed National Council of Women of Canada (NCW), an organization aimed at 

bringing women of ai l  religious denominations together for the purposes of doing good 

works.4 The Aberdeem vent the mon, of August ,sihg various towns and cities in 

the Maritimes. From Halifax they made visits to towns and cities in Prince Edward 

Island, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. Visits to Prince Edward Island, Fredericton and 

T m o  were centred around agricultural conferences airned at inspiring civic pnde and 

improving agriculturai methods, as well as encouraging fanners to produce for export. 

Provincial chapters of the NCW were established in Hal& and Saint John. 

The visit to Yarmouth, however, was not centred around an agricuittuai 

conf'erence. Nor did the women of Yarmouth seem to require Lady Aberdeen's assistance 

in establishing a branch of the NCW, as they had already begun to organize to that effect? 

It would appear that this visit was more important to the Town of Yarmouth than it was 

to Lord and Lady Aberdeen. The comments made by a Halifax journalkt on the niccess 

of the event support this suggestion. He noted that this event neatly did not happen. 

Shortly before the visit was to take place, a message was received indicating that the 

Aberdeens had changed their plans. instead of the proposed two nights and one &y, they 

The Conrdian Jounal of Ladu Aberdeen. 1893- 1898, John Saywell, ed., pp. 1 17-1 1 8. 
5 

NAC, Aberdeen Papen, MG 27 1 B 5, Volume 8, Lady Aberdeen's Journais, 1893-1 894, 
p. 520. 
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wodd stay for only one evening and depart the next &y. This did not go over very weli 

with Yarmouth's leaden, for within an hour of receiwig the telegram a petition with one 

hunàred names was presented to the reception ~ommittee.~ These petitioners urged the 

cornmittee to relay, essentially, this message "Please do not corne to Yarmouth until you 

can give us enough iime to receive you in a mamer mdible to us, and that will give you 

enough time to enjoy your visit.'" Within a short period of the ,  news was received that 

the Govemor General would indeed be visiting Yarmouth as onginaily planned, but that 

Lieutenant Govemor Daly and his wife would not be accompanying the royal 

representatives. 

The Aberdeen visit generated favorable press reviews of the town and the Grand 

Hotel. As well, complimentary impressions offered by Lord Aberdeen would later be 

referred to in hotel advertisements. The activities surrouading the visit of Lord and Lady 

Aberdeen did much to amact the attention of tourists. The large crowds were noted in the 

press coverage. One reporter from the Ha& Herald noted, ". . . one of the most notable 

features of the Yarmouth reception was the large number of Amencans present and the 

-. . .- 

6 

The article did not uidicate who received the Aberdeen's message. It noted that the 
reception comminee had received the people's petition. The identity of these 100 
petitioners is not known. A search of the Lieutenant-Govemor of Nova Scotia's fonds 
and papers related to govemment house did not product any leads on this petition or on 
the visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen to Yarmouth. The reception committee who greeted 
the Aberdeens on their arrival, was composed of business and political repmeatatives 
m e d  to the Citizens' and Managing cornmittees. 

Ymrnouth Herald, 4 September 1894. 



sympathetic interest they took in the occasion."* ûne reporter fiom the Halifax Evening 

Mail echoed this observation: ". . . the large amount [sic] of American towists at the 

gathering was also a very noteworthy feature. These foreign Msitors seemed to vie with 

the Nova Scotians in the exuberance of their enthusiasm for Lord and Lady   ber de en.'" 

M e r  reports also noted that Yarmouth's streets were lined with large, enrhusiastic, well- 

mannered crowds consisting of local residents, individuais fiom the swounding towns 

and countryside, and tourists. 

Not only did this event attract touists to Yarmouth, but the favourable reviews by 

the press and the Aberdeens supported the promoted image of Yarmouth. A reporter 

fiom the Haiifhx Herald noted the entrepreneurial spirit and other positive attributes of 

the community. 

Yarmouth is a live town because it has live men. Next to Halifax and St. John, it 
is the mon thnving prosperous and important place in the lower provinces. It has 
three good newspapen, two solid banks, splendid watetwoiks system, gas and 
electric light works, an electric s tmt railway, pavements of asphalt, spacious 
stores, magnificent churches, paiatial dweiiings, with gardens, lawns, spnice and 
thorn hedges that excite the admiration of visiton; a beautifùlly kept cemetery, the 
h e s t  opera house in the province outside the cities; religious, philanthropie 
societies galore; the finest hotel; what may be said to be daily steamer 
communication with Boston; and now they are to have, not only a cornpethg Line 
of railway to Halifax, but for 60 or 70 miles of the new lïne, Yarmouth is to have 
two parallel cornpethg roads! But above aiî and most important of dl, Yannouth 
has a haif dozen, energetic, wide awalce, public spirited, liberal minded, fat seeing 
wealthy men, whose names wiii go dom ta poster@, not because of the materiai 
benefits they are accumulating for themselves, but because of the material benefits 

Yumouth Heruid, 4 September 1894, p 2. 
9 

NAC, Aberdeen Papen, MG 27 1 B 5, Volume 17, Scrapbooks, p. 63, HaIifhx Evening 
Mail, 28 August 1894. 



they are conferring upon Yarmouth and Nova Scotia.'O 

It was however, Lady Aberdeen who made the observation in her personal journal 

that ". . . This was a very go-ahead little town of 8,000 inhabitants, with an exceedingly 

good ocean service to Boston. Much communication between the two & many summer 

visitors here from the United States."" Further she noted the enthusiasm of the people of 

Yarmouth in their welcome, and the beautifid newly opened Grand HoteI. Lady 

Aberdeen's observations are particularly valuable because of the Aberdeens' extensive 

travel throughout Canada John Saywell argued that because she had a critical rnind, 

"Her recorded observations on people and places, usually accurate and pungent, are 

interesting and valuable. Her Journal is, on the whole, the best social portrait of Canaâa 

at the dawn of the twentieth cenniry that we p~ssess."~~ Her phrase "a very go-ahead littie 

town" indicated a successful "imaging" of Yarmouth, consmicted and promoted by 

business interests for the visid3 

There were several similarities between the earlier publicity tours of the Yarmouth 

'O Special fiom the Hafifm Herald, Yimouth Herald 4 September 1894. 
I I  

NAC, Aberdeen Papers, MG 27 1 B 5, Volume 8, Lady Aberdeen's Jouas,  1 893- 1 894, 
p. 521. 

l2 John Y Saywell, "Introduction", pp. xxviii->wx. 

Bonnie Huskins compares the "imagining" of two Maritime citics through the visit of 
the Prince of Wales. Booster's strategies reveaied how they used constructed images to 
attract favomble attention and economic investment. Bonnie Hudàns, "A Tale of Two 
Cities: Boosteriom and the Imagination of Community during the Visit of the Rince of 
Wales to Saint John and Halifax in 1860M, Urbrm Histos, Review/ Revue d 'hifioire 
urbaine, XXVI[I, 1 (Cktober 1999), p. 3 1-46. 
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Steamship and the railway companies and of the planning and events suttomcihg the 

visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen. Not only did the royal representatives travel a similar 

route which took in the major attractions of Nova Scotia's Southwestern shore, but some 

of the same individuals involved with the Yarmouth Steamship and railway companies 

were ais0 involved in the planning of the visit. But in 1894, unlike the earlier press tours, 

the Grand Hotel was open and became a focal point in promoting the Town of Yarmouth. 

Little is known about the circurnstances ieading up to the invitation extended to 

Lord and Lady Aberdeen. The visit was announced at a Gcand Hotel shareholder's 

meeting held 22 May 1894i4 and in the Yarmouth Heruld, aiso on 22 May 1894. Lord 

Aberdeen merely refened to the invitation in one of his speeches as having ken extended 

by representatives of the town.IJ These towa representatives referred to by Lord 

Aberdeen could have been members of the Town Council, who had demonstrated, in the 

1893 Saint John Progress article, their willingncss to coilaborate with business in the 

promotion of the town and the Grand Hotel. It may have originated fiom the forty-two 

corporatoa who joined together and fomed Yarmouth's Board of T d e  earlier that year. 

These individuais had signed their incorporation document on 8 May 1894 and received 

approval for the organization on 23 May 1894. Or the invitation may have been extended 

by the directon and shareholders of the Grand Hotel. The corpurate members, directors 

DUA, Grand Hotel Company Limited fonds, MS42 1 0, Corporate Minute Book, p. 47. 

This invitation was mentioned by Lord Aberdeen in his reply to the mayor's welcoming 
address. Yamouth TeLegram, 3 1 August 1894. In this article no mention is given to the 
identity of these representatives. This article was among those in the NAC, Aberdeen 
Papen, MG 27 1 B 5, Volume 17, Scrapbooks. 



and shareholders of the Grand Hotel were also part of the same business commufiity, 

which included elite ship owners and others who had shared interests in shipping, 

transportation, industries and utility companies, as well as the entrepreneurs who had 

vested interests in Main Street businesses and in increasing the town's overall prosperity. 

Among these individuals were politicians, local and provincial, as well as Board of Trade 

memben and other local businessmen. Whatever the circumstances surroundhg this 

invitation, the ment would not have been the success it was reported to have been without 

the full cooperation of the community. The most notable ciifference between the earlier 

press promotion tours and this event was in the range and number of participants. 

The visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen required the support of the town's business, 

political and social leaders, as weU as the community at large. Once the invitation was 

formally accepted, the Council appointed a provisional committee. This Citizen's 

Committee of fourteen individuals met on Tuesday 14 August, just thirteen days before 

the expected arriva1 of the royal representatives. Consisting of the entire Town Council, 

as well as other political representatives and members of the business community, this 

committee selected ten individuais to fom a 'Managing Committee' to pian and organize 

activities surroundhg this visit? Ilme elite shipowners," Loran E. Baker, John Lovitt, 

and WiUiam Law, together with local and other govemment representatives, and o h r  

l6 Ymniouth Telegram, 14 and 17 August 1894 
See: Appeudix 1 for a complete List of event participants. 
17 

These ttwe ship owners dong with W. D. Lovitt, who hisd died in J a n q  1894, had 
shared business interests in Yarmouth, TheU investments included the Yarmouth 
Steamship Company and the Grand Hotel Compaay Limited. 



local businessmen, were members of the Citizen's Cornmittee and were later appointed to 

the Managing Cornmittee. in addition to these ten individuals, the press eventually 

identified 54 othen as official plamers, organizers and participants in this event." These 

54 individuals included various small businessmen, professionals, managers and 

employees dependent on local businesses who were part of a Flags and Decorating 

Comminee; women who had social interests in the community and also had their own 

economic interests, as wives, widows or spinsters, and paiticipated in a women's meeting 

at which Lady Aberdeen was the guest speaker; and others who were official participants 

but not necessarily part of a cornmittee and also had vested interests in the Town of 

Ya~mouth.'~ 

The spirit of cooperation and the participation of the town's social, economic and 

politicai leaders reflected an ethos which accepted business interests as community 

interests. The visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen broadened this cooperation and 

acceptance to the community at large. The official participants who planned and 

organized this event mirrored a hierarchy in the community. At the top were members of 

Yarmouth's shipping elite dong with other businessmen, notably members of the Town 

Council and representatives of the Board of Trade, who had also participated in 

Yarmouth economic development fiom shipping to toutim. Below this top level of 

leadership were the social leaders, as represented by the women, who through the local 

18 

See: Note on Sources and Method, p.136, for the listing of newspapers which were 
consuited in i d e n m g  these 64 event participants. 

l9 See: AppendUr 1 for a üst of event participants. 
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temperance societies had pepetsuaded the t o m  to accept temperance as a community 

standard, dong with Main Street merchants, bushessmen and professionals, as well as 

employees of local business and govemment. All of these participants had interests 

which were linked to the prospenty of the town. AU of these individuals would benefit in 

some way nom increased business due to tourism. 

Collectively, the event participants reflect the same characteristics discwed in 

relation to Yamouth's new business community: the penistence of the common 

experience in shipping, the continued involvement of elite ship ownea, the inclusion of a 

younger generation of entrepreneurs who were establishing themselves alongside an older 

group of well-established businesmen, and a willingness to cooperate in hirihering a 

vested interest in the town through leadership roles which extended beyond their 

involvement in the local economy as demonstrated by their participation in this event, as 

well as political, business, and social associations. E s  part of the chapter discusses these 

characteristics for three of the four groups of event participants. The fourteen other 

participants have been excluded nom this discussion because their interests and 

participation in the comrnunity were similar to the others in the three groups. As well as 

an examination of the women participants, their spouses have been included to 

demonstrate an economic link to the business comm~nity.~~ 

Citizen's and ManagiDg committee members have been treated as a single group 

for the purposes of this analysis because of the fourteen individuals on the Citizen's 

20 

See: Appendix 7 for a compatison of the participatioa of the event participants, by 
group, in the development of the Yarmouth ecowmy, by sector. 



Committee, eight were appointed to the Managing Committee. The remaining six 

individuais included four town councillon and two businessmen. Collectively mernbers 

of both these cornmittees represented the tom's poLitica12' and economic leadership in 

1894. As a group, they formed the core of Yarmouth's new business ~ommuni ty .~  Of al1 

the participants, they represented those with the mon shipping and banking investments 

and those with the widest range of participation in the development of new secton of 

Yarmouth's economy. Their cornmon interests began with their shared shipping 

investments dating fiorn the 1 850s and continuhg throughout the 1 890s. Thirteen of 

these committee memben held shipping interem. They included three elite ship ownen 

and six other ship ownen who were considered prominent. Through their participation in 

the shipping iadustry and the landward development of Yarmouth's economy, these 

individuals knew each other and had shared business interests, 

A change of leadership cm be seen through the committee mnabers for this event. 

Six elite ship owners were dive at the time of Lord and Lady Aberdeen's visit in August 

18%. Two of these individuals were 70 years of age or olde? and the other remaining 

Withui this group, politicai leadership went beyond the Town Council. Loran E. Baker 
was a Liberal Member of the Legislative Council, Wüliarn Law was a Liberal Member of 
the Legislative Assembly, and Thomas B. Flint was a Liberal Member of Parliament. 

Many of these individuals have been discussed in earlier chapters of this thesis. Profiles 
for six of them can be found in Appendix 4. 

John Mwhy was 71 years of age at the t h e  of his death, 23 September 18%. A.C. 
Robbins who had reportedly retired h m  active public Me by 1893, Progress 14 October 
1893, was 74 years of age at the the of Lord and Lady Aberdeen's visit in August 1894. 
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four were al1 in their 60's. Prominent and other less visible slip owners were filling 

leadership roles which had been opened by the declining numbers of Yarmouth's past 

leaders. The involvement of these less prominent ship owners in shippinf and the 

development of banking, industries, and utilities were important to theu positions as 

community leaders in the 1890s. Ten ship owners, six of whom were considered 

prominent joined the three elite ship owners, Loran E. Baker, John Lovitt and William 

Law, as members of these organizing cornmittees for the visit. This change in leadership, 

part of a generational shift, is m e r  illusûated by an age break down of the committee 

memben. The average age of the Memben of the Managing Cornmittee was 55 years of 

age. These individuals represented the mature well-established male citizens of 

Yarmouth. The six Citizens' Committee membea not appointed to the Managing 

Comminee were on average 45 years of age. These membea represented a younger 

group of entrepreneurs in Yarmouth's economy. Together these committee memben 

acted in the same way that a board of trade did in other cities and t o m  throughout 

These committee members' shipping interests cm be described in the following way: 
The three elite shipowners who were members of the Managing Cornmittee included, 
Loran E. Baker, William Law and John Lovitt. Other members of the Managing 
Committee who were prominent included James Jenkins Burriîl, Thomas Kiliam 2' , and 
Augustus Stoneman. Thomas B. Flint had held some shipping interests and the 
remaining Managing Committee members Joseph R Wyman, George G. Sanderson and 
Paul L. Hatfieid had not owned shares in vessels registered at Yarmouth at auy time 
during the period 1 840-1 889. Citizen's Committee m e m h  who were not appointed to 
the Managing Cornmittee included prominent ship omets Jacob Bingay, E. K. Spinney 
and Nathan B. Lewis, as well as those with some shipping interests, Bowman B Law, and 
Joseph H Cann, and one with no shipping interests, George W. Johnson. 



canada? When the Board of Trade was established, five of these cornmittee members 

would be iisted as corporatoa in the registration d~cuments.'~ 

The Flags and Decorating Committee was composed of fifieen individuals 

engaged in occupations as businessmen, clerks and managers. These comminee 

members, whose average age was 36 y e d 7  were much younger on average than those 

individuals on the Citizens' and Managing cornminees. For thirteen individuals whose 

occupations could be determined, eight were employees and five were businessmen. 

Some of the members of the Flags and Decorating Committee may have been recruited to 

this committee by their employers since young able-bodied uidividuals would have been 

required for hanging the flags, buntings and arches fiom the various telephone poles and 

buildings. This may have been the case, for example, with Inglis Hadield, an employee 

of William Burrill & Co., a Company in which James J Burrill, Managing Comminee 

member and Mayor of Yarmouth, was an active partner. In contrast to the members of 

the Citizens' and Managing committees, only one of the members of the Flags and 

Decorating ComMttee ever had any shipping inteiests. However, even with these 

committee members there was a shipping connection, for six of these individuals had 

$5 - 
See: Elizabeth Bloomfield, "Boards of Trade and Canadian Urban Developrnent", Urbun 

History Review/Revue d'histoire urbaine, vol XII, no 2 (Octokrloctobre 1983), pp 77-99. 

26 

These cooperators included: Managing Committee members, William Law and Joseph 
R Wyman; and Citizens' Comminee members, Jacob Bingay, George W. Johnson and 
Edgar K. Spinncy. See: Appendix 2 for a list of the Yarmouth Board of Trade 
cooperatoa, May 1894. 

" The ages of oniy 11 of these 15 individuals could be detemiincd with any certainty. 
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relatives who did have shipping interests at one tirne or another? This group, the Flags 

and Decorating Cornmittee mernbers, collectively tepresented those individuals whose 

livelihoods depended on the enterprises of merchants and midl businessmen." Only one 

comminee member, Augustus Cann, had ever nin for a position on Town Council. He 

was a ntired Master Mariner who was in the dnig business during the 1890s with his 

brother-ui-law C.C. Richards in the firm of C.C. Richards & Co. As well, he was the 

only individual in this group to be listed among the Yarmouth Board of Trade 

corporators. 

Nineteen women were identified in the press as having participated in a meeting 

which featured Lady Aberdeen as p s t  speaker. Lady Aberdeen spoke to the women of 

Yarmouth about the new organization, the National Council of Women of Canada 

(NCW). Aithough, as Lady Aberdeen observed, the women of Yarmouth didn't seem to 

need her help in enablishing a branch, a provisional committee for a Yarmouth Branch 

was appointed at this meeting. The purpose of this new council was to provide a 

nondenominational, nonreligious organization to advance the interests of al1 women. In 

Yarmouth, however, Protestant women were already organized in the Women's Christian 

Temperance Union (WCTv), an organization for the advancement of temperaace. It was 

not surprising that this burst of organkational activity to establish a local branch of the 

Five out of these six individuais had father's who had owned ships. 

29 

See: Appendix 7 for the participation of event participants, by group, in the developwnt 
of the ecowmy, by sector. 
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NCW was the only activity to be recorded for this new organization during the 189Os.'O 

Collectively, the wornen who appeared on the platforni and participated in this meeting 

represented the religious and mord interests in the community. They represented the 

main religious denominations in the town: Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Episcopal 

(Anglican) and Roman Catholic. Three quarters of the town's population were 

~rotestants,)' 26% of whom were Baptists. The Baptists were particularly involved in 

the temperance movement and in issues of morality. The religious affiliations of fifteen 

of these women were detemiined with some degree of certainty. Al1 were Protestants, six 

Baptists, four Methodists, three Presbyterians and two Episcopaliam (Anglicans). Out of 

these fifteen Protestants, six were active executive members in the local WCTU. Men 

the four provisional directors of the local branch of the NCW were appointed, each 

Protestant denomination was represented and two of these positions were filled with 

executives from the WCTU. Further, eighteen of these women spoke English as their 

In his "Introduction" to Lady Aberdeen's J o u r ~ I ,  John T Sayweli argued that women 
who were organized in the WCTü did not easily cooperate with women of non-Protestant 
denominations in this new organization. Further, he noted that hdamentalist 
Protestants, specificaliy the Baptists, were largely represented in this temperance 
organhtion. in Yarmouth, the Baptists were represented in the WCTU and also in the 
tom. Three quarters of the Protestants in Yannouth were Baptists and 26% of al1 town 
midents with an identined religious affiliation were Baptists. The reason Yarmouth 
women did not actively partkipate in the newly estabiished NCW branch may have been 
due in part to a nluctance of the WCTü members to cooperate with non-Protestants in 
the community. However, there was no evidence to indicate that this situation, as noted 
by Saywell, also existed in Yarmouth. 

These percentages were derïved 6om statistics in Canada Department of Agriculture. 
Ce- of Canada, 189 1, "Table IV-Religions", pp. 250-25 1. 



mother language and were fiom American, British or Nova Scotian ongins. The ody 

exception may have been Mrs. Cereno Johnson  entremo mont? 

Although these women had an impact on the social Life of the tom,  their marital 

status wouid have determined their political and economic presence in the community. 

This group of nineteen women inchded wives, widows and spin~ters.~~ niirteen were 

wives of businessmen, professionals and clergy. Three were widows and two were 

spinsters. Two of the three widow? held sunicient property to qualify as voters in town 

elections; two spinstea eanied their own livings as school teachers." Al1 of these 

women, except for Mrs. Cereno Johnson D'Entremont, were identified as residents of the 

Town of Yarmouth? Although married women were allowed to hold property separate 

As very linle information was found on Mrs. Cereno Johnson D'Entremont , she was 
excluded nom moa of the analysis in this study. 

The marital statu of Mrs. Cereno Johnson D'Entremont, as a wife or a widow, could 
not be detennined. 

The three widows included: Mrs (Capt) William E. Trefiy (Susan H. Chipman Trefiy), 
the widow of a Master Mariner, who had held limited shipping interests; Mn John Young 
(Lydia Hibbard Young), the widow of a prominent shipowner ; and Mrs. Helen Webster, 
the widow of Dr. J. L. R Webster a physician. Mrs. Susan Tnfiy and Mrs. Helen 
Webster were listed as qualified voters for town elections in "Revisoa'List", dated 22 
January 1890, YCMA, YM S  7-3. 

The two spinsters included: Miss Eudora Hilton, the daughter of prominent shipowner 
Benjamin Hilton, was in her early 40s and conducteci a private school out of her residence 
on Pleasaat Street; and Miss Antoinette (Nenie) Forbes was aiso a school teacher in 
Yarmouth. Yarmouth Town Dfrectov and Guide, John Miller, compiler,(Yamouth: 
Printed at the Lighr Office, 1895), p.48. 

Yamouth Town Directoty and Guide, Job Millei, compiler, (Yarmouth: Printed at the 
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fkom their husbands during the period under study, the extent of the property held during 

their lifetimes is not easily detemiined. For example, for those married women who died 

before their husbands, no probate records could be found at the Yarmouth County 

Registry Office. The only indication of their personal property was fiom business records 

available at the the .  These records reveaied that none of the women- mamied, 

um&d or single-had any interests in the joint stock companies, 1883-1894, nor did 

they have interests in any of the industries or utilities? Their interests were found in 

bank and Yarmouth Steamship Company stocks. For example: Mrs Margaret Crosby 

Goudey, wife of crockery merchant Imel Goudey, held stocks in both Yarmouth banks; 

Mrs Esther Hohes Lewis wife of businessman and Grand Hotel shareholder Henry 

Lewis, held stocks in the Exchange Bank; and Lydia Hibbard Young, widow, held stocks 

in the Bank of Yarmouth. Mrs. Mary Isabel Creighton Baker, wife of Loran E. Baker, the 

President of the Yarmouth Steamship Company, and Eudora Hilton, spinster, both held 

stocks in the Yarmouth Steamship Company. For a better indication of the economic 

interests of the manied women participants, the interests of their husbands were 

examineci in relation to the Yarmouth economy. 

The husbands and relatives of these women were also kaders in the town. For 

example, three women were rnarried to clergfa, one was manicd to a temperance 

Light Office, 1 895). 
37 

See: Note on Sources and Method, pp. 143-145, for a lia of the companies and the 
business used in this study. 
38 

These wives of clergy included: Mrs. Margaret Ellen M i h  wûe of Rev. E. D. Millar, a 



l e c d 9 ,  three were married to professional medo, two were married to businessmen 

who were also shareholders in the Grand Hote14', two were married to merchants4* and 

Presbyterian pastor; and Mn E. B. Moore wife of Rev E. B. Moore, a Methodia pastor, 
and Mrs. J. H. Forshay wife of Rev. J. H. Foahay, pastor of Fim Baptist Church located 
on Main Street. 

Mrs. T. M. Lewis (Jane Hunter Flint Lewis) was married to a temperance lecture, as 
well as, king the sister of temperance advocate and M.P., Thomas Bernard Flint. 

These wives of professionals included: Mrs. Marion Alice Cameron, wife of Aeneas 
Cameron principal of the Yarmouth Academy; Mrs. Isabelle Byers Harding, M e  of Dr. 
Alvin C. Harding a dentist; and Mrs. Georgie Durkee Rowe, wife of William C. Rowe, 
the chief engineer of the Baston, a steamship which went between Yarmouth and Boston 
in the s e ~ c e  of the Yarmouth Steamship Company. The president of this Company was 
Loran E. Baker. As well, Mrs. Cameron was the daughter of elite shipowner A. C. 
Rob bins. 

Mrs. Loran E. Baker (Mary Isabel Creighton Baker) and Mn. S. A. Crowell (Mary Edna 
Corning Crowell) were manied to businessmen who were both original shareholders in 
the Grand Hotel. Loran E. Baker, an elite shipowner, had tumed his shipping investments 
into banking, manufacturing, transportation (railways and steamships), utilities and the 
G m d  Hotel. S. A. Crowell was prirnarily a merchant with limited investments in ships. 
He had invested with othea in two vessels, in one of these vessels William Law was the 
major investor. Although he invested in a variety of landward enterprises, his main 
business interests were S. A. Crowell & Co. a firm of hardware merchants, and the 
Croweil Shoe Store. S. A. Crowell, Loran E. Baker, Wiiam Law and other businessmen 
were profïied as community leaders in the featwe article on Yarmouth which appeared in 
Saint John Progress in October 1893. In the 1890s, one of S. A. Croweii's investments 
outside of his commercial businesses was the Grand Hotel. 

The wives of the merchants included: Mrs Margaret Crosby Goudey wife of crockery 
merchant Israel H Goudey, and Mrs. Esther Holmes Lewis wife of Henry Lewis parmer 
in the firm H & NB Lewis. lsrael Goudey was a ctockeq merchant wbose business was 
located on Main Street. Although, in the past he had some shipping investments, his main 
investments w m  in his business and in real estate. Henry Lewis, a retired Master 
Mariner, was a prominent shipowner in Yarmouth's trans-Atlantic trade and registered 
vessels fiom 1855 to 1891. In the 1890s he was a merchant in the firm H & NB Lewis 
Ltd. which had Iocations on Main Street and on Lewis Wharf on Water Street, He had 



two were manied to  manufacturer^.'^ In relation to shipping, nine of the thirteen married 

women's husbands had shipping interests. Eight of theù husbands had interests in the 

banks, industries or utilities or a combination of  these. As a group, these women and 

their spouses represented the social interem of the t o m  as well as a broad range of 

econonic infere~f~.'~ 

These t h e  groups of participants illustrate the interests in the community that 

came together to plan, organize and participate in activities surrounding the visit of Lord 

and Lady Aberdeen. Since this event has k e n  linked to the promotion of the Grand 

Hotel, one might expect that most of these event participants would have had investments 

in the Grand. But an examination of their investments showed that only eleven out of 

sixty of the event participants and spouses were shareholders/subsctibers. Five were 

among the Citizen's and Managing cornmittee membea. What is significant is not the 

number of shareholders/subscribm, but the similarity of interests between the event 

invested in various manufâcturing enterprises in Yarmouth and eventually became a 
shareholder in the Grand Hotel. The inventory part of his probate record filed in 1922, 
shows shares in the Graad Hotel. He was not among the original shareholders. 

The wives of the rnanufacturers included: Mrs. Lois Anne Horton Williams wife of 
Edward S. Williams; and Mrs. Anne Roweiy Moody Viets wife of Edward Martyn Viets. 
While Edward S. Williams was a tinsmith by trade and held interests in the establishment 
Lincoln & Williams, Edward Martyn Viets was formerly a merchant who twned to 
estabüshing a knitting mil1 with another metchant, Charles Dodds. Edward S. Williams 
had limited shares in two vessels, 1866-1 892, while Edward Martyn Viets had never held 
shares in vessels. 

However, none of these husbands were listed among the corporators on the Yarmouth 
Board of Trade registration documents, May 1894. 
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participants and the Grand Hotel shareholders. Comparing their economic ïnterests 

revealed that the Citizens' and Managing committees mernbers most closely resembled 

the Grand Hotel shareholders' economic interests and participation in the development of 

Yarmouth's landward economy. Both these groups of individuals had participated in the 

development of Yarmouth's shipping, banlung, ocean-land transportation system, 

industries, and utilities? These individu& s h e d  a vested interest in the local economy. 

Although the range of investments in the local economy varied among the other 

participants, their interests were also linked to their community. By bringing ail of these 

participants together, this event enlarged the "booster spirit" which had been fostered by 

Yarmouth's political and economic leaders. 

The role of the participants in promoting their town can be best described within 

the context of the event. Activities highlighted the positive qualities of the town and its 

enterprishg residents. Every effort was made to make a positive impression, so much so 

that Lady Aberdeen noted in her journal that "the cordiality was extreme." On Monday 

27 August the Aberdeens joumeyed fiom Halifav to Yarmouth in a special train car. 

From hapol i s ,  President Frank Killam and General Manager James Brignell of the 

Western Counties Railway accompanied the royal reprcsentatives to Yarmouth. While 

both men were residents of the town, little information is available on James Brignell, a 

See Appendur 8 for a cornparison of the participation of event participants to the Grand 
Hotel shareholders/subscribers in the development of the Yarmouth economy, by sector. 

NAC, Aberdeen Papers, MG 27 1 B 5, Volume 8, Lady Aberdeen's JOUM~S, p. 519. 
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railway employee. Frank Killam on the other hand was well-known in Yarmouth. He 

had a career as a shipbuilder, ship owner, commission merchant and politician. 

Politically , he had served as a Liberal Member of Parliament representing Yarmouth, 

1869-1882. In business, he had been associated with the family frm, Killam Bros., suice 

1869 and had been an investor in oiher local enterprises, such as the raiiway. The 

Aberdeens were met at Weymouth by membea of a reception committee which included 

the Managing Cornmittee members, Mayor Burrill, T. B. F h t  M.P., Warden Hatfield, 

William Law M.P.P., Hon. L. E. Baker M.L.A., as well as County representatives Sheriff 

George H. Guea and Albert Pothier M.P.P. Sheriff Guea was the High Sheriff for 

Yarmouth County, and Albert Pothier an elected representative for Yarmouth County in 

the provincial legislature. The viceregal visitoa amved at Yarmouth at 8:30 that 

evening. At the Yarmouth depot, more membea of the Managing Cornmittee, J. R. 

Wyman, A. F. Stoneman, George E. Sanderson and Thomas Killam, greeted the visitors, 

as well as members of the Municipal Council." A guard of honour was formed under 

the command of Major Thomas Robertson Jolly, a newcomer to the t o m  of  amio ou th? 

A torchlight procession by the fîreman and the Yarmouth Band unâer the direction of 

NAC, Aberdeen Papers, MG 27 1 B 5, Volume 17, Scrapbook, pp. 63-65, HaZifrn 
Evening Mail, 28 August 1894. 

He was aot bom in Yarmouth. A native of Scotland, he sealeci in Yarmouth in 1864. He 
had established the nim Dodds Br Iolly with business partner Charles Dodds, which was 
dissolved in 1 89 1, owned shares in several vessels untü 1892 and operated a dry-goods 
business since 189 1 on Main Street under the name of J. R Joiiy & Co. In addition to his 
involvement in the Militia, he was listeà as a corporator of the Yannouth Board of Trade. 



Professor Metcalfe4' escorted the visitors and the reception cornmittee to the Grand 

Hotel." Once the Aberdeens and party reached the hotel, the Mayor and Mr. Flint M.P. 

dincted them to their accommo&tions and then left them alone for a quiet supper at the 

hotel.'' 

The ne= day, Tuesciay 28 ~ugust 1 894, was full of planned activities in which the 

Aberdeens were guests of the Town. At 10:30 am. the officia1 programme began with a 

saiute and a civic welcome at the Court House. The Yarmouth Garrison Anillery under 

Major Jolly, and Lieutenants Lewis and Seeley formed a Guard of Honour." Aithough a 

large number of  people weR presented to the Akrdeens at this gathering, only two 

individuals were noted in the press, Alex Lawson and Henry A. Grantham, who were two 

esteemed citizens of Yarmouth because of their long service to the community. While 

49 

Professor Metcalfe had arrived in Yarmouth in March 1892 to take charge of the 
Yarmouth Brass Band. He taught music out of the Bingay Block on Main Street. 
Previously, he had k e n  a choir leader with the Presbyterian Church in Windsor, NS. 
Linle else was written about this newcomer in the Yarmouth papers and directones. 
50 

NAC, Aberdeen Papen, MG 27 1 B 5, Volume 17, Scrapbook, pp. 65-66, Haii$k 
Chronicle, 28 August 1 894. 

NAC, Aberdeen Papen, MG 27 1 B 5, Volume 8, Lady Aberdeen's Joumals, p. 5 19. 
n 

NAC, Aberdeen Papers, MG 27 1 B 5, Volume 17, Scrapbook, pp. 68-69, Halifm 
Evening Mail, 29 August 1894. 
Idormation which would indicate the identity of Lieutenant Lewis was not easily 
obtained. Lewis was a common Ymouth name. Lieutenant Thomas M. (Melvin) 
Seeley was the editor of the Yannouth Ligh, a local newspaper. He was bom in 
Yarmouth County and came to the t o m  as a young maa He had worked for a number of 
local aewspapers before spcndiag w>w tirne in Saint John, N.B., where he completed his 
d e  as a primer. He had recently retumed to Yarmouth and resumed his afnliation with 
the Yannouth Garrison. His involvement in the ganison had begun in the 1880s. 



both men were newcomen to Yarmouth-Alex Lawson was bom in Scotiand, Henry 

Grantham in England- they had married women whose families were welî-established in 

~armouth.*~ Alex Lawson had served the commun@ as editor of the Yarmouth Herald, a 

supporter of the liberai cause in Yarmouth. Henry Grantham, a barrister and the oldest 

Queen's Council in Canada, was registnu of probate for the County. 

Afier lunch, the aftemoon's activities resumed with Lord Aberdeen, son Haddo 

and escorts tourlig the tom and surroundhg countryside. In the meantirne, Lady 

Aberdeen toured the Old Ladies Home and was the guest speaker at the Yarmouth 

women's meeting. The two parties met up later in the aflemoon at the Court House 

where Yarmouth school children sang and the YMCA boys' brigade formed a guard of 

honour. Two children, Miss Dorothy Murray and Miss Jennie Corning presented 

bouquets to Lady Aberdeen. These girls were the âaughtea of chic officiais, Stephen B. 

Murray, Municipal Clerk, and Thomas E. Corning, Town Recorder. Although boih of 

these men wrre barristers by profession, at this tirne ody Coming was practising law with 

a hn. He belonged to Corning & Chipman. 

The evening's entertainment centred around the Grand Hotel. At 8:30 p.m. an "At 

Home" reception began and, according to the press," nearly a thousand people proceeded 

to meet and greet the royal representatives in the parlours of the hotel. Following this 

Alex Lawson manied Frances A Weddleton daughter of Capt. John Weddleton. Henry 
Grantham married Margaret Collins Farish daughter of Henry Greggs Farish. 
54 

NAC, Aberdeen Papers, MG 27 I B 5, Volume 17, Scrapbooks, Hulif i  Mming 
Chronicie, 29 August 1894. 



reception, the Aberdeens viewed an illuminated procession fiom the verandah of the 

hotel. J. R. Wyman, A. W. Eakins and 0. J. Morton were in charge of this procession of 

fuemen and bicycles? At the end of the procession the fimnen lined up in fiont of the 

Grand Hotel for an address fiom Lord Aberdeen. The ha i e  of the evening was a brilliant 

display of fireworks set off in fiont of the Grand Hotel. The following &y, Wednesday 

28 August 1894, the Aberdeens boarded a special train back to Halifax. 

In a thank-you letter to the Mayor, Lord Aberdeen gave his impression of the 

event ' s activities: 

. . . the effective appearance of the Guard of Honor at Yarmouth and to the part 
taken by the Escort of Firemen with their torches, and then on to the excellent 
accommodation at the Hotel when we were so hospitably entertained. Also to the 
proceedings at the Court Houe on Tuesday, and again to the interesthg drive 
during the aftemoon when so much was seen of the sunoundings of the city and 
valuable information obtained regarding the resources of the district; a furthet 
notable feature king the excellent specimen of bicycle riding which was 
displayed by the members of the Artillery Escort, and furthet the extremely 
efficient arrangements and tasteful decorations prepared by the ladies in 
co~ection with Lady Aberdeen's meeting at the Music Hail. 
And in the next place 1 might speak of the charming appearance of the gathering 
of the children and their pleasing singing, and furthet of the evening reception, 
and the subsequent procession and spectacdar display by the well-equipped Fire 
Brigade, and together we could not fail to recognize the thoughtfbl consideration 
which led to the avoidance of crowding too many engagements into the tirne 

55 

Al1 three of these men were merchants. J.R Wyman and A.W. Eakins were members of 
the Board of Trade. J.R. Wyman and G.J. Morton operated establishments on Main 
Street w h e m  A.W. Eakins operated h m  Water Street and the wharfs. A.W. Eakins was 
a partner in the fïrm Parker-Eakins Co. Ltd, with partnea Edward F. Parker and A.C. 
Robbins (elite shipowner). A.W. Eakins had k n  prominent in Yarmouth's shipphg 
indutry having held shares in a number of vessels, as weii he invested in the landward 
development of raüways, manufacturing, and the Grand Hotel. He was one of the 
original shareholdm of the hotei and a active promoter of the town. 0. I. Morton, a 
merchant plurnber, served as the Chief Marshall of the Fire Brigade. He had installed the 
plumbing and heating for the Grand Hotel and held shzms in the hotel. 



The outside press recognized the efforts of the Town of Yarmouth, for exarnple 

the HaIi@ Morning Chronicle noted: "The people here are taking great pride in their 

reception to the Earl and Countess of Aberdeen. They have every reason to do so, for so 

far the affair had been conducted in a very admirable mamer."" As well, the impression 

that Yarmouth was not to be outdone was also conveyed as a reporter fiom the Hal* 

Evening Mail observed, "It is not too much to say that in elaborateness of preparations, 

the whoie-souled enthusiasm of welcome, Yarmouth' s reception has not been surpassed 

by that of any other town or city in wtem Canada"58 Of particular note was the evening 

program of the 28 August. The program included a torchiight procession and an 'at 

home' reception held at the Grand Hotel and eamed the praise of the press in such 

comments as, "Last night Yarmouth exerted herself to the utmost as a hostess." The 

Weymouth Free Press also noted "Nearly a thousand people attended the 'at home' in the 

parlors of the Grand Hotel to-night, and it was the most brilliant affiiir ever held." 59 

56 

NAC, Aberdeen Papen, MG 27 1 B5, Volume 17, Scrapbooks, p.86, Ywmouth Times, 4 
September 1 894. 
57 

NAC, Aberdeen Papers, MG 27 1 B 5, Volume 17,Scrapbooks, p. 67, HuIif4x Morning 
Chronicle, 29 August 1894. 

58 

NAC, Aberdeen Papers MG 27 I B 5, Volume 17, Scrapbooks, p 68, Halva Evening 
Mail, 29 August 1894. 
59 

NAC, Aberdeen Papers MG 27 1 B 5, Volume 17, Scrap~ks, p 84, Weymouth Free 
Press, 3 1 August 1894. 



Some of the subsequent publicity read like an advertisement, "Their excellencies 

are guests of the t o m  at the Grand Hotel, fiom the rooms of which they have a good 

view of the harbor, the islands, the country around, and away out to ses? The fact that 

the Aberdeens had been guests at the hotel during its est season was noted in a 

subsequent hotel advertisement* 

The 'Grand', during the few months of its existence, has earmd for itself an 
amount of praise and flattering eulogy that is not only unusual, but quite 
extraordinary. The House is classed by its guests as one of the thm best in 
Canada Among the guests entertahed last summer were His Excellency Lord 
Aberdeen (Govemor General of Canada) with Lady Aberdeen and suite, and His 
Excellency volunteered the most complimentary remarks regarding the House and 
its managemedl 

The Grand Hotel was also important to this event as a symbol of progress, just as 

the business interests, the event and the hotel npresented, were important to the 

prosperity of the town. The Grand Hotel as noted in a later advertisement ". . . stands as 

a conspicuous monument of public spirit, for it was built by a syndicate of the moneyed 

men of the place, not so much with a view to a profitable investment as to give theù city a 

hotei worthy of Yarmouth's position and rep~tation."~ Rais and Jones argwd that the 

"grand hotel" was an important building in the urban environment which infiuenced 

60 

NAC, Aberdeen Papen, MG 27 I B 5, Volume 17, Scrapbooks, p. 68, H a f i f i  Evening 
Mail, August 29, 1 8%. 
6 1 

Yarmouth Steamship CO*, Bemtzfd Nova Scotia, p. 71. See: Illustration 10 for a copy of 
this advertisement, "The Grand Hotel, Yarmouth, Nova Scotia" 
62 

The Grand Hotel, Ymmouth, Nova Scotia, ca 1900, p.15, Microfiche of the originais held 
by the Nova Scotia Legislative Library, Province How. 
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urban life and fonn. Further they suggested that while the hotel was an important 

symbol, the key to it inspiring pnde and confidence in the community was success? The 

Grand Hotel had been built by an established group of businessmen fiom Yarmouth as a 

way of taking advantage of an economic oppomuiity created by an increasing number of 

tourists to Nova Scotia. These individuals were also building a tribute to themselves as 

entrepreneurs and projecting their idea of the place onto the commuaity. They were 

taking an active role, and the hotel was a vehicle for their vision. 

Yarmouth's hotel was a symbol for al1 to see, for both visitors and residents. The 

hotel was part of a "booster spirit" which was driven by a single vision and kept others 

who did not fit in this vision on the margins of a middle ciass community. This exclusion 

was evident in the press reports of the event. The "at home" reception was remuiiscent of 

the hotel's gala opening. Those who could dîord to participate were welcomed and 

noted in the press. Fancy dress was the standard accepted by the town's residents for the 

"at home" reception, just as it had k e n  at the hotel's gala opening. But this display of 

social status was in contrast to the low-key approach taken by Lady Aberdeen. The press 

noted that "The dresses wom by the ladies were very beautifid and costly and in striking 

contrast to the quiet and unassumhg costume wom by the Countess."" Lady Aberdeen's 

comments conceming the town's Acadian population were also in contrast to the image 

63 

Karl B Raitz and Job Paul Jones III, "The City Hotel as Landscape Artifact and 
Community Symb~l", JournaI of Cultural Geography, Volume 9, No. 1 (FalVWinter 
1988), pp. 17-36. 

NAC, Aberdeen Papers, MG 27 I B 5, Volume 17, Scrapbooks, p. 84. 



the town portrayed of itself. In ber pnvate journal she wrote, "Ail speak so w d y  of the 

Acadians-the most thnfty of famiers. Ail the servants in Yarmouth are Fren~h . "~~  It is 

the only reference during the occasion of the visit, public or pnvate, made about ethnicity 

in relation to the Town of Yarmouth. The population of the town in 1891 was 14% 

Acadian, drawn fiom the surroundhg hinterland as new recruits to Yarmouth's labour 

force. The portrayal of the Acadians as famien and servants may have had some mth, 

but the other reality was that a significant portion of the young female French population 

was employed in the Cotton miIl, just a stone' s throw away nom the Grand Hotel, as low 

paid waged labour. These women and girls did not have the same econornic, educational 

or social advantages as other females residing in the tom." Their participation and 

options were limited in part by their ethnicity. They did not fit into the promoted image 

of the community. 

The hotel was upheld as a symbol of business success based on principles of 

temperance. By adopting this approach to business, the directors had acknowledged and 

conformed to community standards." An article h m  the Ham Journal, reprinted in the 

65 NAC, Aberdeen Papen, MG 27 1 B 5, Volume 8, Lady Aberdeen's J o d s ,  p. 521. 
66 

D A Muise, "The Conte* of haqualit.: Female Participation in Nova Scotia's Paid 
Labour Force, 1871-1921", Acadiensis, XX, 2 (Spring 1991), p. 3-30. 

The Town Council had responded to the ratepayen and the commun.ity's temperance 
advocates by appointhg an inspecter to enfone the Canada Temperance Act, also known 
as the Scott Act. Prosecutions were punued and violators were fined or impnsoned. 
Besides those who were anested for dninlemess, businesses who sewed dcohol were 
also charged under the act. In piuticuiar, violations by the Lome and Queen hotels were 
noted in the local press. In the case of the Lome Hotel, the owner resorted to selling the 



local press, emphasized this point. 

Those who daim that liquor selling is not necessary to the prosperity of a hotel, 
may have a fl~~t-class object lesson in support of their c l a h  in the new and 
popuiar Grand Hotel at Yarmouth. It is an absolute impossibility to procure 
intoxicants of any kind beneath the roof of this superb hotelry, and the people of 
Yarmouth are very proud of the fact. As a result, the lady guests of the hotel may 
be seen at any t h e  of the &y or evening seated in the large and elegantly 
appointed office, which fionts on Main Street, and which they seem to prefer to 
the parlors. There is no trouble about the Grand Hotel not "paying" either, for up 
to the present time the trouble has been, not to find guests, but to fbd beds for the 
cmwds who have been thronging Yarmouth ail through the season. Temperance 
principles have certainly not interfered with the prosperity of the Grand Hotel.6' 

The community's acceptance of the promoted image of the town and the suppon 

for the Grand Hotel came to fsnrition through the visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen. Not 

only had the community participated in the activities surroundhg the event but ratepayea 

paid for expenses associated with the visit. The Town Council paid more than $750 for 

entertaining the Aberdeexdg The hotel was fully reimbursed for the accommodations, 

receptions and related cost~.'~ Through this event the t o m  openly supported a private 

enterprise and M e r  used a private facility as a public space. 

establishment and moving out of town when he had been charged for the third time. The 
community was able to esiablish certain boundaries. While the prosecutions penaüzed 
some businesses, othea businesses, such as the Grand Hotel, accepted temperance as a 
business principle. Y m o u t h  Herdd, 8 hue 1 894 and 4 August 1 894. 

Yutmouth Telegram, 27 September 1895. 

The actuai amount noted in the Auditors' Report, January 1895 as recorded in the Town 
Council Minutes, p. 151, was "Governor General, enteriaining, $779.48." 
70 

DUA, Grand Hotel Company (Limited), Minute Book, p. 59, Directors' Meeting, 
Tuesday 18 Febniary 1 894. 



CONCLUSION 

The visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen was more than just an occasion to promote 

the Town of Yarmouth and the newly opened Grand Hotel. It represented a culmination 

of events that had led to the community's portraya1 of itselfas a tourist destination. 

Through the event participants, the town's econornic, political and urban developrnent 

were linked to the graduai realization that the town, as an investment, couid be a vehicle 

for promoting their vision of ever increasing prosperity and growth. These individuals 

demonstrateci a symbiotic comection between their community and their businesses. 

Community support was necessary for business success, just as business success was 

necessary for the economic prosperiy of the town. 

Diversification of Yarmouth's economy fiom a seaward to a landward focus was 

the firs? precondition for the transformation. The strategies and the adaptability of local 

entrepreneurs created a diversüied local economy, which sustained the econornic viability 

of the community. Of underlying importance was the common experience of Yarmouth's 

entrepreneurs in the shipping indusûy. Not ody their wealth but their ways of doing 

business provided the basis for landward development. Although business associations 

formed through shipphg were not necessarily reflected in their landward investments, 

the principle of sharing in risk with people they knew fbelled development of various 

secton of the local economy, including banking, transportation, industries, utilities and 

tourinn. Whiie a great many individuals participated in developing Yarmouth's 

economy, its diversification led to the formation of a new business community by the 
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1890s. A generationai shift and a continued presence of ship owners characterized this 

new group of community leaders. Specificaily, elite ship owners Loran E. Baker, 

William D. Lovitt, William Law and John Lovitt were joined by other ship owners and 

entrepreneurs with special skills and talents in developing the various secton of the local 

economy . 

The political transformation of the town contributed to the cohesion of the 

community. Yarmouth's urban development was pushed ahead when the town became 

incorporated in 1890. Entrepreneurs with Main Street interests filled positions on the 

newly formed Town Council and facilitated the uniting of business and commuaity 

interests. During this period, public monies were used to improve infiastnicture and 

provide services, Yarmouth's commercial centre was revitalized, and membm of the 

Town Council joined other local entrepreneurs in promoting their town to outsiders as a 

desirable place to live, do business and visit. The newly formed Town Council acted as 

a mediator in protecting the interests of business while at the same time addressing the 

needs of an urbanizing cormunity. This role was exemplified through the tom's 

piirchase of a pnvately owned watemks. In the end, by acting within the limits of what 

the ratepayers would accept, the Town Council was able to protect the interests of the 

privately owned Lake George Water Company's ckectors and shareholdea, and secure a 

quality water supply in sunicient puantities for health and fire fighting purposes. With 

the issuing of town water bonds, as a means of financing the water Company, the 

ratepayers had a vested interest in protecting the credit rating of the t o m  and maintainhg 

the confidence of the bond holders by encouraging economic prosperity and growth. A 
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change of attitude toward taxation had Led to the redization that the town itself was an 

investment. 

Creation of a commWUty image and promotion of Yarmouth as a towia 

destination would not have been possible without the leadership of Yarmouth's 

entrepreneurs and the support of the community at large. in the first stage of this 

developing tourism, local entrepreneurs took advantage of the town's geographic 

proximity to the United States, and developed a regular steamship service to bring visitoa 

fkom Boston to Nova Scotia Improvements in the transportation system which included 

both steamhip and rail connections strengthened Yarmouth's position as the "gateway" 

to Nova Scotia's t o k a  attractions. In the second stage of this developing touism, local 

entrepreneurs sou@ ways to retain a share of the province's tourists. The building of the 

Grand Hotel was pivotal in transforming Yarmouth fiom "gateway" to tourist destination. 

Both the promoted image of the c o m m ~ t y  and the advertised features of the hotel 

combined middle class community values with business interests. The image, created for 

tourist promotion, embodied the values of home life, pnde of ownenhip and temperance, 

which gave the impression of a safe, moral cornmunity. Technologid conveniences 

such as electricity, telephones, au electric street railway, and nianing water added to the 

appeal of c o d o n  and modernity. This combination of values fiom the past and the 

advances of the modem age were also wd to advertise the Grand Hotel. In effect, the 

Grand Hotel became a symbol for the town's aew image. 

While the potential for retaùung a share of the province's tourism was the 

economic incentive for building the hotel, the business community depended on the 
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support of the local community to transform the town fiom a "gateway" to a tourist 

destination. The Town Council, local businessmen and investors in the Grand Hotel had 

joined together to promote Yamiouth's funûe in tourism just as the Grand Hotel was 

nearing completion. With the successfbi opening of the hotel, its directors had 

demonstrated to the community that they could attract the kind of attention needed to 

make Yarmouth a tourist destination. The collective effort of the town in entertainhg 

Govemor General and Lady Aberdeen demonstrated the final integration of the 

community's "booster spirit." 

The community had developed a cohesive identity which reflected the interests of 

its propenied residents. Excluded from this identity were the town's Acadian minority 

who worked in the towa's cotton mil1 and other factories. Just as Lady Aberdeen had 

noted the image of a "go-ahead little tom," she also made linle mention of the Acadian 

presence. This image served the needs of business in appealing to the American touria. 

While tourist promotion for the province in gened described Nova Scotia as the "Land 

of Evangeiine," Yarmouth ornitted the Acadian heritage h m  its appeal. The town's 

appeal was based on contrasting itself with the hot, shiffy summer conditions of Boston, 

New York and Philadelphia. A healthy climate, which would relieve the symptoms of 

hay fever, beautifid scenery and lovely residences, which would add to the enjoyment 

through resthil waiks, and culturai activities, which would entertain the visitor, were 

highlighteà as part of the town's features. 

The t o m  used the visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen to promote itseif and the 

Grand Hotci. While this event only lasted two &YS, it illustrated that various imerests in 



the community could corne together as one to promote their tom. It showed the crucial 

role of Yarmouth's entrepreneurs in redenniag their community's identity and in 

developing new sectoa of the local economy. In doing so, they made a lasting 

contribution to the community's prosperity through tourism. Even though tourism could 

hardly be the "raison d' êtren for Yarmouth's existence, it has endured to this day as an 

essential part of the local economy. 

Was Yarmouth unique in its "booster spirit"? Within Nova Scotia, other toms  

aiso pursued strategies for urban and economic development at this tirne. For example, 

the t o m  of Kentville had built a new hotel, the "Aberdeen," which was visited by the 

Govemor General and Lady Aberdeen en route to Yarmouth. In particular, the towns 

dong the Southwestern shore of Nova Scotia which had been included in the press tours 

of the Yarmouth Steamship and the railway companies d u ~ g  the early 1890s either 

upgraded or built new facilities so that they could share in the province's tourist trade. 

Unfortunately, few studies of Maritime communities examine local strategies for 

economic development. Peter DeLoninville provides evidence of bonusing as part of 

Milltown's strategy to a m  economic development. The commmity demorispated its 

support for the establishment of the St. Croix Cotton Manflacturing Company's Cotton 

mills by purchashg Company shares. ' Nolan Reiliy examined the role of the local 

entrepreneur in Amherst's industriaikation as it related to the events that lead up to the 

1 

Peter DeLottinMUe, "The St Croix Manufituring Company and its Influence on the St 
Croix Community, 1880-1892", (MA Thesis, Dalhousie University, 1979), pp. 82-83. 
Milltown is located in New Brunswick. 
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Amherst general strike of 1919. Although, Reilly's study focussed on the transformation 

of Amherst through industrialization and later deindustrialization, important cornparisons 

can be made with Yarmouth. He amibuted the prosperity of the Local economy to the 

ability of the local capitalists to take advantage of new opportmities and showed how 

their economic, political and social connections within the commun@ created a cohesive 

elite. Amherst businessmen controlled the town council and were able to rally the 

support of the community against threats to their dominant position. He also provides a 

contrast to Yarmouth because Amherst had only a periphed involvement in shipping, 

whereas Yarmouth had deep roots in the shipping industry. Amherst's entrepreneurs 

sought ways to compensate for this disadvantage by pushing for the building of the 

Chignecto Canal, whereas Yarmouth's entrepreneurs built on this advantage and used 

their experience to develop new sectoa of the locai economy.' 

T.W. Acheson had demonstrated how a business commuaity based on shipping, 

was able to retain control and manage change in Saint John during the preConfederation 

period.' Yarmouth demonstrates that those involved in a "Wood, wind and sail economy" 

were flexible entrepreneurs who retained a vested interest in their town even in the 1890s. 

Yarmouth's shipping heritage was part of the community's common experience. It 

infiuenced ways of doing business and extended Yarmouth business connections beyond 

J. Nolan Reilly, &'The Emergence of Class Consciousness in Industrial Nova Scotia: A 
Study of Amherst, 189 l-l925", (PhD Thesis, Dalhousie University, 1983), pp. 13-49. 

T. W. Acheson, Suint John, The Making of a Colonial Urban Community, (Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press, 1985), pp. 4846,246-248. 
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its locale to Saint John and a regional economy. It was reidorced through family 

connections and social interactions. It was integrated into the image cmited by Yarmouth 

boosters. 

Yarmouth provides an example of a community whose LLbooster spirity' was based 

on cooperation. Ship owners, local entnpreaeurs and inveaors, Main Street merchants, 

Board of Trade corporators, Town Council candidates, temperance advocates, and the 

town's ratepayers came together in the common purpose of promoting their town through 

the visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen. The town had created a cohesive community image 

that was the basis for its promotion as a tourîst destination. 
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NOTE ON SOURCES AND METHOD 

Event participants were identified through aewspapers accounts of the planning 

and activities surrounding the visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen to Yarmouth. The 

following newspapers were used: 

National Archives of Canada, Aberdeen Papers, MG 27 I B 5, Volume 17, 
Scrapbooks, pp. 63-69 

Halifax Chronicie, 28 August 1 894. 
Halifax Evening Mail, 28 August 1894 and 29 August 1894 

National Library of Canada, local newspapea available in the original 
Yarmouth HeraZd, 21 August 1894. 
Yarmouth Telegram, 14 August 1894 a d  17 August 1 894. 

Since a number of individuals had the same name, it was necessary to find the 

vital dates and some family information. A variety of records were used in verifying 

identities. These records included tombstones and cemetery records for Mountain and 

Chebogue cemeteries, Sweeny's Funeral Home records, probate records, obituaries, local 

histories, town directories and genealogical records. The personal information gathered 

for each of these individuals was used in conjunction with shareholders lists and other 

business records. I was able to determine, with some certainty, that the individuais 

narned in various business ventures were indeed the individuais selected for this study. 

Similarly, this method was used to verify the identity of elite ship ovmers, t o m  councii 

candidates, Board of Trade corporators and Graad Hotel skholders.  

Once the identity of these individuais was detennined, other so&es were w d  to 

identiQ their business and social interests. While gwd records were available for the 

Grand Hotel Company Limiteà, the Yarmouth Yam & Duck Company Limiteci, the 
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Exchange Bank of Yarmouth, the Bank of Yarmouth, and the Yannouth Steamship 

Company, the records for most other local businesses were scant. Government records 

such as acts of incorporation, court cases, and Records of the Provincial Secretary were 

also used to identi@ corporate members, directors and shareholders. Local newspaper 

articles and obinianes, t o m  directories for 1890 and 1895, and probate records were also 

useful in identifying the economic interem of these individuais. In particular, probate 

records were most helpful since they often included an estate inventory listing and 

describing the extent the deceased individuai's property. These lists, used as the basis of 

dividing up the estate among the various heirs, are swom statements by the estate 

executon and were fïled with the County Court of Probate. Since business records were 

not readily available for the Yarmouth Street Railway and other local businesses, probate 

records were a valuable source in recreating individual investinent profiles. 

For the purposes of examinhg the economic participation of these individuais, the 

local economy was divided into six secton: shipping, banking, transportation, industries, 

utilities and tourism. Shipping interests for each individual were determined by 

searching the Atlantic Canada Shipping Pmject CD Rom of British records on vessel 

ownership.' From the Certifiate of Registry records, it was possible to detennine how 

many vesse1 shares an individual owneà, al1 the ownm of a single vessel, port of registry, 

name and description of vessels, as well as openhg and closure dates for registry and 

Ships and Se<rfwers of Atlanrc Cana& The Atlantic Canada Shipping Project, St. 
John's, Newfoundland : Maritime History Archive, Mernorial University, 1998. 



139 

disposition of vessels. This idonnation provided the basis for determinhg the business 

associations formed through vesse1 ownership. 

The participation of individuals in developing Yarmouth's landward economy was 

deterrnined by examining the business records of fourteen local companies. These 

companies were selected, partially on the basis of available records, but also because they 

represented a spectnim of activity in the local economy. The following description lists 

the companies which were examined, as well as the availability and location of these 

businesses' records. In addition, local newspapers, local histories and probate records 

offset the scarcity of business records for some companies. 

Bank of Yarmouth 
Shareholders lists and /or Annual Reports for 1870,1874,1880, 1882,1883-1885, 
1887-1894: 
Yarmouth County Museum Archives (hereafler YCMA), Parker-Eakins 
Collection, YMS P-E. 
Canada. Parliament. House of Gommons. Sessionol Pupers, "Rehims from the 
Chartered Banks of the Dominion of Canada", 1870-1 894. 

Exchanne Bank of Yannouth 
Shareholders lists and /or Annual Reports for 1874,1882-1 884, 1887,1889-1 894: 
Dalhousie University Archives (hereaftet DUA), S A Crowell fonds, MS-4-66. 
YCMA, Yarmouth Businesses, YMS-4. 
Canada. Parliament. House of Commons. SessionaL Pupers, "Returns from the 
Chanmd Banks of the Dominion of Canada", 1882-1 894. 



Tnnsporiation: 

Western Counties Railway 
Shareholders list 1 883 : 
Provincial Archives of Nova Scotia (hereafter PANS), Killam Family Papers, MG 
1, volume 526, file 6. 

~hareholdei lists a d o r  Annuai Reports for 1887,1888, 189 1-1 895: 
DUA, S A Crowell fonds, MS466. 
YCMA, Parker-Eakins Collection, PE YMS -4. 
YCMA, Yarmouth Steamship Company Limited, YMS469. 
Kinney, J.E., Hisloricai Descr@tion of Activities in Connection with Sea-Borne 
Trafic Between Yarmouth, Nova Scutia and Boston, Mussachusetts Fron 1855 to 
1928, Yarmouth, NS: 1928, 

Industries: 

Burrell-Johnson Iron Co. 
Information about the Company and its directors, management and shareholdea: 
YCMA, Yarmouth Business Records, BumU-Johnson Iron Co., YMS-4-9. 

Canadian Woodworkine Company 
Business records not available. Newspaper articles, local histories, town 
directories for 1890 and 1894 and probate records used to identify management, 
s hare holders and direc tors. 

Yarmouth Duck & Yarn Com~anv Limited 
Shareholders lists d o r  Annual Reports for 1 883,1888, 1890-1 894, Corporate 
Minute Books, 1883-1 894, and Insunince plans, 1890: 
DUA, S A Crowell fonds, MS466. 
YCMA, Parker-Eakùis Collection, YMS-PE. 
YCMA, Yarmouth Duck & Yam Company, YMS-1995: 71112 and YMS-1995: 
72f1/8- 

Yaniouth Iron Works 
Shareholders list 1 879: 
PANS, Provincial Secretary Incorporation Records, RG 7, volume 366. 



Yarmouth Woollen Mill Com~anv Limited 
Incorporation documents, 1882: 
Nova Scotia House of Assembly. Statutes of Nova Scotia, 1882, "An Act to 
incorporate the Yarmouth Woollen Mill Company LUnited", Chapter 90 

Lake Georee Water Com~anv 
Incorporation Records, 1890: 
Nova Scotia. House of Assembly. Statutes ofNova Scotia, 1890, "An Act to 
incorporate the lake George Water Company, Limited", Chapter 13 1. 

Yarmouth Gas Lieht Com~anv Limited 
Shareholden lists d o r  Annual Reports for l89l,l89jY Incorporation records for 
1883,1895, and Court records, 1891 : 
Nova Scotia House of Assembly. Statutes of Nova Scotia, 1888, ''An Act to 
Incorporate the Yarmouth Gas Light Company Limited", Chapter 127. 
Nova Scotia. House of Assembly . Statutes of Nova Scotiu, 1895, "An Act to 
Amend chapter 127, of the Acts of 1888, entitled 'An Act to incorporate the 
Yarmouth Gas Light Company Limited' and to provide for the re-capitalkation of 
the said company, and for other purposes", Chapter 134. 
The Nova Scotia Reports, Volume XXII, Containing Reports of Coses Argued und 
Determined in the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia, Benjamin Russell and John M 
Gilbert, reporters, Toronto: Carsweli Company Limited, 1893. 

Yarmouth Street RaiIway 
Information about the company and its directors, management and shareholden 
Bye-laws, 1 890, and Incorporation Records, 1 887, 1 889,1893 : 
PANS, Provincial Secretary, RG 7 volume 367. 
YMCA, Yarmouth Business Records, YMS-4. 
Nova Scotia. Nova Scotia House of Assembly. Stututes of Nova Scotia, 1887, 
"An Act to incorporate the Yarmouth Street Railway Company, Limited", Chapter 
93. 
Nova Scotia Nova Scotia. House of Assembly. Statutes of Nova Scotia, 1889, 
"An Act to amend chapter 93 of the Acts of 1887, entitled, 'An Act to incorporate 
the Yarmouth Street Railway Company, Limited"', Chapter 124. 
Nova Scotia. Nova Scotia. House of Assembly. Stututes of Nova Scotia, 1893, 
"An Act to amend the Act to incorporate the Yarmouth Street Railway Company, 
Limited", Chapter 186. 



Yarmouth Water Com~anv Limited 
Annual Reports, 1882,1887, and Incorporation records, 1879: 
PANS, Provincial Secretary, RG 7, volume 367. 
PANS, Public Health, RG 25, Series C, volume 1. 
Nova Scotia. Nova Scotia House of Assembly. Statutes of Nova Scoria, 1879, 
"An Act to incorporate the Yarmouth Water Company", Chapter 76. 

Tourism: 

The Grand Hotel Com~anv Kirnitedl 
Corporate Minute Book, 1893-1 900, Shareholdea lists, 1893- 1 894, and 
Incorporation records, 1893 
DUA, Grand Hotel Company Limited fonds, MS4210. 
YCMA, Grand Hotel Company Limited fonds, YMS427. 
Nova Scotia House of Assembly. Journal and Proceedings, 1894, "Provincial 
Secretary's Report, Appendix No. 12-Joint Stock Companies", pp. 8-9. 



PRIMARY SOURCES 

Manuscrbt Collections and Materials: 

Dalhousie University Archives (hereafier DUA), Grand Hotel Company Limited fonds, 
MS-4-2 1 0. 
DUA, S A Crowell fonds, MS-4-66. 

Municipality of Yarmouth, Bound volume entitled "Yarmouth Sessions, Court Records 
E, Yarmouth, NS", volume contains the handwritten minutes for the General Sessions of 
the Peace for the Township of Yarmouth, 1877- 1879, and for the Municipality of 
Yarmouth,l 879-1 895. 

National Archives of Canada (hereaAer NAC), Aberdeen Papers, MG 27 1 B 5. 
NAC, S A Crowell fonds, MG 28 III 3. 
NAC, Illustration, "Bird's eye view" of Yarmouth, 1 899, D D C k e ,  Publisher, 
Moncton, NB, PAC 16638. 
NAC, Registrar Generai, RG 68, Town of Yarmouth Board of Trade certificate, lib/fol 
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YCMA, Parker-Eakins Collection, YMS-PE. 
YCMA, Sweeny's Funeral Home Records, 189 1-1 960. 
YCMA, Town and Municipality of Yarmouth Assessrnent Rolls, 1887, YMS-73. 
YCMA, Town and Municipaiity of Yarmouth, "Revisor's poters] List", 1890, YMS-7-3. 
YCMA, Yarmouth Business Records, YMS-4. 
YCMA, Yarmouth Duck & Yam Co., YMS-1995: 72/1/2. 



Contem~orarv Publications: 

1890 Yarmouth Town Directow Yarmouth, NS:  Printed at the Times Office, 1890. 

Brown, George S ., Yarmouth, Nova Scotia: A Sequel to CampbefI 's Histoy, Boston: 
Rand Avery, 1888; reprint edition, Argyle Municipality Histoncal& Genealogicd 
Society, 1995. 

The Grand Hotel, Ymouth ,  Nova Scotia, ca 1900, Microfiche of the originais held by 
the Nova Scotia Legislative Library, Province House 

The Mercantile Agency Reference Book (and key)for the Dominion of Canada, R.G. Dun 
& Co, 1892. 

The Nova Scotia Reports, Volume XXIII, Containhg Reports of Cases Argued and 
Deternzined in the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia, Benjamin Russell and John M Gilbert 
reportes, Toronto: Carnvell Company Ltd., 1893. 

Yarmouth Steamship Co. Ltd., Beautifil Nova Scotia, The Tourist 's Eden, The Brief 
Story of the Sunimer Ourings in the Queen of Vacation Lands wW a Short Description of 
Some of ifs Delighrfitl Resorts, Quaint Ofd Historic Towm and Surpassing Scenery, ca. 
1895. 

Yarmouth Steamship Co. Ltd., Lund of Evangefine Route, The Ymmouth Line, The 
Shortest and Most Pfeasant Route Between Buston and Nova Scotia and Cape Breton, ca 
1894. 

Yarmouth Town Directory and Guide, John Milier compiler, Yarmouth, NS: Printed at 
the Light Office, 1895. 

Government Documents: 

Canada C e r n  of Canada, 1890-91, Volume 1. ûttawa, 1893. 

Canada. Department o f  Agriculture. Cenîus of Canada, 1891. Ottawa, 1 89 1. 

Canada Parliament. House o f  Cornmons. Sessional Papers, 1870- 1894. 

Municipality of Yarmouth. Minutes and R e m s  of the Council of the Municipaiity of 
Ymmouth in the Counv of Ymmourh. Yarmouth, N.S., 1885-1 890. 



Nova Scotia 
House of Assembly . Journal and Proceedings, 1 889- 1 895. 
Houe of Assembly. Statutes of Nova Scotia, 1 879- 1 895. 

Town of Yarmouth. Minutes and Reports of the Town Council of Yarmouth in the County 
of Ymouth,  Nova Scotia. Yarmouth, 1897. 

Boston Evening Tramcript (Boston, Mass.), 1891-1 893. 

Progress (Saint JO hn, N.B .), 1 893. 

Yarmouth Herald (Yarmouth, N.S.), 1890-1 937. 

Ymouth Light (Yarmouth, N.S.), 1898-1 9 12. 

Yarmouth Telegrum (Yarmouth, N.S .), 1 890-1 93 1. 

Yarmouth Times (Yannouih, NS) ,  18904918. 

SECONDARY SOURCES 

Acheson, T.W., Saint John, The Making of u Colonial Urban Community, Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press, 1985. 

Armstrong, Christopher, and H.V. Nelles, The Revenge of the Methodist Bicycle 
Company, Sunday Streetcars and Municipcll Reform in Toronto, 1888-1 89 7, Toronto: 
Peter Martin Associates Limited, 1977. 

Artibise, Alan, Winnipeg, A Social Histov of (lrbun Growth, 18 74-1 9 14, Montreal and 
London: McGill-Queen's University Press, 1975. 

&ck, J .  Murray, nie Evolution of Municipd Government in Nova Scotiu, 1749-1973, A 
Study prepared for the Nova Scotia Royal Commission on Education, Public Services and 
Provincial-Municipal Relations, 1 973. 

Beck, J. Murray, The Government of Nova Scotia, Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 
1957. 



Careless, J.M. S ., Fronrier and Metropolis: Regions, Cities and Identities in Canada 
Before 191 4, Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1989. 

Forbes, E.R and D.A. Muise, editors, The Atlantic Provinces in Confideration, Toronto 
and Fredericton: University of Toronto Press and Acadiensis Press, 1990. 

Kinney, J. E., Historical Development of Activities in Connection with Sea-borne Trafic 
Be~teen Yarmouth, Nova Scotia and Boston, Me~sachusetts, pont 1855 to 1928, 
Yarmouth, N.S., 1928. 

b e y ,  J.E., rite Port of Yarmouth and Its Development, A Brief Historical SRetchfiom 
the Early Duys to the Present, Yarmouth, N S :  Kiwanis Club of Yarmouth, 1930. 

Lawson, J. Murray, compiler, Ymmouth Pas and Present, A Book of Reminiscences, 
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, 1902. 

McKay, Ian, The @est of the Folk, Antimodernism and Cultural Scetion in Twentieth- 
Century Nova Scotia, Montreai and Kingston: McGill-Queen's University Press, 1994. 

Naylor, R.T., The Histmy of Canadian Business, 1867-1 91.1. Volume II, Toronto, 1975. 

Reilly, Sharon, Selected Buildings in Yarmouth, Nova Scoria, Manuscript Report No. 262, 
Parks Canada, Ottawa, 1977. 

R a ,  Eric and Laura Bradley, Images of Our P u t ,  Historic Yarmourh, Town and Corn 
Halifax and Yarmouth, N.S.: Nimbus Publishg Limited and The Yarmouth County 
Museum, 1997. 

Sager, Eric W. and Gerald E. Panting, Maritime Capital, The Shipping Indusny in 
Atlantic Canada 1820-1 9 14, Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen's University Press, 
1990. 

Saywell, John T., editor, The Canadian Jouml of Lady Aberdeen, 1893-1 898, Toronto: 
The Champlain Society, 1960. 

Taylor, John, Ottawa, An fllwtrated History, The History of Cunadian Ciries, Toronto 
and Ottawa: James Lorimer & Company, Publishers and the Canadian Museum of 
Civilization, National Museums of Canada, 1986. 



Articles: 

Acheson, T.W., "The National Policy and the hdustrialization of the Maritimes, 1880- 
i9lOf1, Acadiensis, 1 (Spring 1972) : 3-28. 

Alexander, David, and Gerry Panting, "The Mercantile Fleet and its ûwners: Yarmouth, 
Nova Scotia, 1840-1 889", Acadiensis, Vn (Spring 1978) : 3-38. 

Bloomfield, Elizabeth, "Community, ethos and local initiative in urban growth: review of 
the theme in Canadian Urban History", Urban History Yearbook 1983, Leicester 
University Press, 1 983, pp. 53-72. 

Bloomfîeld, Elizabeth, "Boards of Trade and Canadian Urban Development", Urban 
Histov ReviewMewe d'histoire, XII, (Octoberfoctobre 1983) : 77-99. 

Harvey, D.C., "The Struggle for the New England Fom of Township Government in 
Nova Scotia' ', Canudiun Historical Association, Annual Report, (1 93 3) : 1 5-22. 

Huskins, Bonnie, "'A Tale of Two Cities': Bosterism and the Imagination of Community 
dining the Visit of the Prince of Wales to Saint John and Halifax in 1 860t', Urban History 
Review/Revue d 'histoire urbaine, XXVII (Octo ber 1 999) : 3 1 -46. 

Muise, D.A. "The Industrial Context of Inequaiity: Female Participation in Nova Scotia's 
Paid Labour Force 1871-1921 ", Acadiensis, 20 (Spring 1991) : 3-30. 

Muise, D.A., "'The Great Tdormation':  Changing the Urban Face of Nova Scotia, 
1 87 1 - 192 1 " , Nova Scotia Historicd Review, 1 1 (1 99 1) : 1-42. 

Panting, Gerald, "Cradle of Enterprise: Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, 1840-1 889" in Lewis 
Fischer and Eric W. Sager, The Enteqwiisng Conadam: Entrepreneurs and Economic 
Development in Eustern Canadu, 1820-1 91 4, St John's, Nfld: Memorial University, 
1978. 

Platt, D.C., "Financing the Expansion of Cities, 18604914". Urban History Review, 
(February 1983) : 6166. 

Raitz, Karl B., and John Paul Jones III, 'The City Hotel as Landscape Artifact and 
Community Symboi" in Journal of Culhaal Geography, Vol. 9, No. 1, (1 988) : 17-36. 



Guides: 

Bishop, Olga, Publicutions of the Government of Nova Scotia, Prince Ehvard Island, 
New Bmrtswick, 1758- 1952, Ottawa: National Library of Canada, 1957. 

Gremmill, J.A., editor, The Parliamenrary Companio~ 1897, (Ottawa: J. Drurie & Co., 
1897). 

Johnson, J K, editor, The Canadian Directory ofPurIiamenï 1867-1 967, Ottawa: Public 
Archives of Canada, 1968. 

Theses and Research Pa~ers: 

Aitken, Robert M., "Localism and National Identity in Yarmouth, N.S., 1830-1 8 W ,  MA 
Thesis, Trent University, 1976. 

Bemards, Michael Francis, "Breaking Industry and Breaking Backs: The Collapse of the 
Bank of Yarmouth, 190Sn, MA Research Essay, Carleton University, 1991. 

DeLoninville, Peter, "The St Croix Manufacniring Company and Its Influence on the St 
Croix Community , 1 880- 1 892", MA Thesis, Dalhousie University, 1 979. 

Phimey, Susan L, "The 'Land of Evangeline' : The Dominion Atlantic Raiiway and the 
Tourist Promotion of Nova Scotia" MA Research Paper, Carleton University, 199 1 .  

Reilly. J. Nolan, 'The Emergence of Class Consciouuiess in Industrial Nova Scotia: A 
Study of Amherst, 189 1 -l92S", PhD Thesis, Dahousie University, 1983. 

Other: 

Ships and Seafarers of Atlantic Canar14, The Atlantic Cam& Shipping Project, St. 
John's, Newfoundlaud : Maritime History Archive, Mernoriai University, 1998. CD Rom 
containing information on the Atlantic Canada shipping industry, derived nom two 
British record sene~ertificates of registry and crew agreements. 







Illustration 3: Photograph commemorating the visi t o f  Lord and Lady Aberdeen to Yarmouth, 27 August 1 894. 
Source: This photograph was taken by one of  the Parker Brothers, well-known Yarmouth photographers who had a studio on 
Main Street. The original is  held by the Yarmouth County Museum Archives. 



Illustration 4: "Bird's eye view" of Yarmouth, N.S., Duncan D. Currie, 1889 
Source: National Archives of  Canada, Yarmouth, N.S., 1899, D. Currie, Publisher, Moncton, N.B., PAC 16638. 





Illustration 6: Section of Yarmouth's core showing the location of the Grand Hotel, Burrell Johnson Iron Company, and the 
railway 
Source: Provincial Archives of Nova Scotia, Insurance Plan of Yarmouth, N.S., microfilm reel#3991. 
Map No. 7 1,  surveyed 1 89 1, revised August 1900. 



Iilustration 7: Yarmouth's Fifit Town Council. Mayor James J. Lovitt is smunded by 
counciliors James B W  (top), A.F. Stoneman (right), G.G. Sanderson (right), Joseph R 
Wyman (bottom), B B .  Law (lefi), and Nathan B. Lewis (left). 
Source: J. Murray Lawson, compiler, Ymouth  Fast and Present, A Book of 
Reminiscences, (Yarmouth, N.S., 1902), page tipped in between pp. 128 and 129. 



GRAND HOTEL. 
'Che Grand (see page 609) is one of the notable Hotels of Canada. Built i n  1894 by the Cnnd Hotel  

Company, Limited, and openrd under the maiiagetnent of a gentleman who  had had many yean' cxperience i n  
conducting firstclass Holels i n  the United States. it at once took rank w i t h  the best Houses in the Dominion, and 
has ever since I m n  widening i ts circle O€ friends and satisfied guests Before the opening of the Grand the 
unusual advantages of Yarmouth os a sutnmer resort wen almost unknown <O touristn Since then, and with the 
incrcnsed faccilities for tnvel, oiir tlelightfid summer temperature, na iu rd  beauties of scenery, and attractions for 
lisliermen and sportsmen, are taken aclvantage,.of each rewon by inknasing hundredr In some paris of the 
UniteciStates the pop leare  subject t o a  nialady they cal1 "hay fever,"which comeson thein in theautumn. I t  
is quite unknown here, and i t  has been found by persons r h o  are subjcct to it i n  the States, that if they cdme to  a 

Yarmouth they enjoy perfeci immunity from it. This fact has been the means of niaking Yarniouth a favorite 
resort for 4t Iiay lever" patients. b 

Illustration 8: "The Grand Wotel" 
Source: This was in the advertisement section of J. Murray Lawson, Yarmouth Pas! and Present, A Book ojleminiscences, 
(Yarmouth, N.S., 1902). 



Nova Scotia Hotels. - III 

Tourists wiU dnd the nliove hotels comforhl~lc and 

home-likc. Large, dry rooms ; good attcndancc ; plcos- 

ont groniids, an J! lots of room- for thc littlc oiies to pl:ry 
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Illustration 9: "Nova Scotia Hotels", ca 1894 
Source: Yarmouth Steamship Co. Ltd., Land of Evangeline Route, The Yannouth Line, 
The Shortest and Most Pleaunt Route Between Boston and Nova Scotia and Cape 
Breton, ca 1894, p. 12. 
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Appendix 1 : Officiai Participants in the planning and activiüts for the Visit of Lord 
and Lady Aberdeen, 27-28 August 1894. 

M- and Citizens' cornmittee members: 
Loran E BakeP 
Jacob Bingayt* * 
Mayor Jaws B d *  
Joseph H. Cam** * 
Thomas B Flint* 
Paul Lc Hatfield** (not a t o m  Rsident, Warden of the Mimicipality) 
George W. Johnson* * * 
Thomas Killam 2& * 
Bowman B. Laww* 
WUam Law' 
Nathan B. Lewiss** 
John Lovin* 
George G. Sanderson* 
E. K. Spiriney*** 
Augustus F. Stoneman* 
Joseph R Wyman*+ 

B Managing and Citizcns' cornmittee mcrnber 
8 Managing Cornittee member 
'** Citizen's Commiatc member 

Charles F. Brown 
A* J. Cann 
Augustus C m  
Henry Churchill 
Arthur S. Cook 
John Guest 
John Haley 
Inglis Hatfield 
J. D. Kirk 
J. M.. Lawson 
George C. Lems 
John G. Richards 
W. L. Rogers 
Arthur Stoneman 
Charles R Stoneman 



Appendù 1 : Officiai Pa&cipants in the p l d g  and activities for the Vbit of Lord 
and Lady Aberdeen, 27-28 Auyst 1894. 

Women who ~artici~ated in the National Council of Womm meetinn with Ladv 
Aberdeen as nuest: 
Mrs L. E. Baker (Mary Isabel Creighton Baker) 
Mn. A. Cameron (Marion Alice Robbins Cameron) 
Mn. S. A. Crowell (Mary Edna Crowell) 
Mrs. Cereno Johnson D'Entremont (not a t o m  resident) 
Miss Antiomette (Nettie) Forbes 
Mrs. 1. H. Forshay 
MIS Inael K. Goudey (Margaret Crosby Goudey) 
Mrs A. C. Harding (IsabeUe Byers Harding) 
Miss Eudora Hilton 
Mrs Henry Lewis (Esther Holmes Lewis) 
Mrs T. M. Flint Lewis (Janc Hunter Flint Lewis) 
Mrs E. D. Millar 
Mrs E. B. Moore 
Mrs William C. Rowe (Georgie Durkce Rowe) 
Mrs William E. Trefiy (Susan H Chipman T*) 
Mrs Edward Martyn Viets (Anne Rowley Moody Viets) 
Mrs J.LR Webster (Heien O G Webster) 
Mrs Edward Williams (Lois Anne Horton Williams) 
Mrs John Young (Lydia Hibbard Young) 

James Brignell 
Jennie Coming (minor) 
A. W. Eakins 
Hmry A Grautham 
George Hutchinson Guea 
Thomas R Jolly 
Frank Killam 
Alex Lawson 
Lieutenant Lewis (idmtity unknom) 
J. D. M e t d e  
George I. Morton 
Domthy Murray (minor) 
Albert A Pothia (not a town &dent, MLA for Yarmouth County) 
Thomas R Seeley 



Appendix 2 :Yarmouth Board of Tnde corporators, May 1894 

Bingay, Thomas VB 
Bingay, Jacob 
Cann, Hugh B. 
Cann, Augustus 
Cook, M. Pickles 
Crosby, Lorenzo 
Demis, James Duncan 
Eakins, Robert S. 
Eakins, Arthur W. 
Haley, John H. 
Haley, Alvin 
Haley, Samuel C. 
Hall, Thomas 
Hatfield, lob 
H d ,  Henry A. 
Horton, Jonathan 
Johns, Thomas W. 
Johnson, George W. 
Jolly, Thomas R. 
Law, William 
Lovitt, W i l liarn L. 
McLaughlin, James 
McLaughlin, Daniel 
Millen, William 
Parker, Edward F. 
Porter, William Lfoyd 
Purdey, William C. 
Richards, Charles C. 
Richardson, Hany A. 
Rogers, Joseph R 
Ross, William D. 
Ryerson, S.M. 
Spinney, Edgar K. 
Stontman, A.F. 
Stoneman, Thomas W. 
Taylor, George S. 
Tooker, Nonnan B. 
Van Home, Arthur R 
Vickery, Edgar Jenkins 
Wetmore, William R 
Wyman, Joseph R 
Wyman, L.B. 

banker 
ship owner 
metchant 
merchant 
merchant 
metchant 
merchant 
mcrchant 
merchant 
manufacturer 
manufacturer 
manufacturer 
merchant 
insurance broker 
metchant 
trader 
bank manager 
manufacturer 
merchant 
mtrchant 
ship owner 
merchant 
merchant 
merchant 
merchant 
mcrchant 
merchant 
merchant 
bank manager 
insurance broker 
merchant 
merchant 
merchant 
metc hant 
merchant 
tailor 
merchant 
mechanic 
merchant 
merchant 
[merchant] 
merchant 

Source: National Archives of Canada, RG 68,liWfo128/244, micmnIm a l 3 9 9  1, Town 
of Yarmouth Board of T'rade Certifiate, pp. 244-246. 



Appendix 3 : Grand Hotel Company (Limited) subscribenlsbareholdtn, 1893-1894 

Loran E. Baker 
E. B. Cam 
Hugh D. Cam 
Robert Caie 
Samuel A. Croweil 
G. M. Dane (for T B Dane & Son) 
A. W. Eakins 
Henry Lewis 
N. B. Lewis 
John Lovitt 
William D, Lovitt 
William L, Lovitt 
J. W. Moody 
CI C. Richards 
E. K. Spinney 
D. Sullivan 
G. S. Taylor 
E. J. Vickery 
William Law 
J. G. Hail & Co of Boston, Mass. 

Corponte Memben per the incorporation record, 17 Aprii 1893: 

Loran E. Baker (First or Ronsional Director) 
William D. Lovitt (First or Rovisional Director) 
Robert Caie (First or Rovisional Dimtor) 
Hugh D. Cam (Fim or Rovisional Director) 
Arthur W. Eakins (Fim or Rovisional Director) 
John Lovitt 
Nathan B. Lewis 
Samuel A. Croweil 
Edgar K. Spinnq 

Sources: 
Dalhousie University Archives (hcreaficf DUA), ûrand Hotel Company Limitcd fonds, 
MS4-210, file 18, Corporate Minute Bwk, 1893-1900. 

Nova Scotia House of AsJanbly J o l o ~ l  md Proceedings, "Provincial Secrcta~~'s 
Report, Appcodix No. 12-Joint Stock Companies'*, pp. 8-9. 





Appendix 5: Value of rateable property for Ihe town districts in the Munieipali4y olYarmouth, for the yeam 16ûû-1898 

1 District 1 1888 

1 7-Milton, north end of town 1 $972,580 (27%) 

I 9-Centre, commercial section $933.1 60 (26%) 
of town I 

1 1 0-Exchange Building 1 $640,650 (1 8%) 

1 1 1-South End 1 $420,455 (12%) 
- - .. 

Total values: 
-- 

$3,586,095 
67 % of total municipal 

1 assessment 

$3,866,047 
6% of total municipal 
assessmen t 

$3,879,872 
70.h of total municipal 
assessment 

Source: 
Municipal i ty of Yarmouth. Minutes and Reporîs of the ~ouncî'l of the Municipaiity of Yarmouth in the County of Yarmouth, 
 tate te ment showhg the Value of ~ateable-prope& in the ~lection Districts comprising of the Municiplity of Yamouth", Yarmouth, 
N.S. ,1890, p.84. 










