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Israel has many meanings that are ouad to the andysis and interpretation of uiy 

resolution of the Israel-Palestine confiid. With the Middle East Perce ptocess 

initiated in 1993, both Jews and Palestinians have begun to rethink their relationship 

to theu homdmds. But negotiaticms take plice within an amna w h m  two nations 

daim one tarit-, anâ whcrc m e  natian .bo daims a "diaspond' relationship to 

h o m h d  URng anthropologieal and dhinl studied appto.dies to nationdisut, 

diaspora and the @ t h  d location, I aplom how Notth Amdcan Jms conshad ud 

expcrimce th.p relitioMhips to Iard.  Travelling on organised Jewish tours to israel 

and partiapating in numemus J e d  annmunity m n b  wer a4-ycn period, 1 have 

eumincd how the "Israel" displaycd and enadcd as a Jmish homeland and nation- 

state through 1sraeJ.i nat iodbt  and Zionist nuratives is "taken up" or intaprctcd by 

J- in diaspora. An identifiable, shad, tragic past, and ammm an- helps to 

define d l  Jews as a nation, and Imel as theu homeland, but, signifiantly, not theu 

home. Jews in diaspora envision Isrwl as the Jews' homeland, and as modem nation 

date. It is a symbd of the Jews' uennplislunents and survïvai as a NU But Ulnr 

primary focus is on the relations of nation and feelings of cesponsibiiities towuds otha 

Jews. These practices and ides  requin a reaithg of ideas of "national" identity 

which assume t&tor*lity, so as to indude the practim d detemtor*lised 

identifications with the nation, or what 1 a U  "diaspora natiodism." Mmover, 1 

suggest that the 'diaspora nationilism" of Nocth Amaicm Jews is part of a g m d  

post-Zionist phenamenon. 
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S E r n O N  ONE 
LOCATIONS 

Poiiticd thought is reptcsentative- 1 frmn an opinion by d d w i n g  a gïven issue from 
diffcrmt viewpoints, by making present to my mind the standpoints of those who are 
absent; t h t  is, 1 cepresent them. This pmcam O€ repmmttation does not blindly dopt 
the admi vicws of those who stand somewhere dse, and hence look upon the world 
from a diffanit m v e ;  this is a quution Mither of ernpathy, as though 1 tned to 
korto~Iütc)(~mcbOdytlsc;~dcwnaiy~.ndp~raupntybutof 
beingurdthink@inmyidnititywhcnrcturllyIunnot. T h e l l ~ t ~ p e o p k ' s  
standpoints 1 have premtt in my mind whüe I am dering a given W and the 
bdterIcmimrginehowIwauidfedandthinkif /=' w e r e i n t h r i r p ~ t h e ~ e r w i l l  
k my ciprcity for qmaentative thinking and the more vaiid my fiiul condusicms, my 
opinion- 

Politicai philoeopher Hmnah Arendt in w c e n  P m @  (1%11 
1 S3: 241 and 223 (see &O Mulch-ult 199!5)- 



"A Great Mirade Happened (fmael) 

"A Great Mùacie Happened ma (Canada) 

1 begin with a boy that signifies the spirit of Han- alled r dreidl in Yiddish, sevivon in 

Hebrew, to ail- my appmîdr in the disscrtrlim project. huing Hanukkah populu grrm of 

chance is piayed with a &dl, a decivative of an old Carnui p & h g  pme, playai with a fout-sided 

top containhg a letlas on each W. Each iet!er stands for one w d  of tht phme "A grert murdc 

happened there". If you happen to be playing the game in Israei, the last letter stands for "here" ("a great 

miracle happened here"). That the words on the dreidl change kotn "here" to "there" depending an 

where Jews ôuid themselves serves as an interesthg representation of Jewish identity. iike the toy top, 

whose spinning mass impub movement and stability, Jews who live in "diaspora" expe&ue their 

identities resonating within contexts that destabilise traditionai ideas of Wonging ôxeâ to parti& 

place, instead osdating ktween thdnarratives of be-longing "here'' and "there" - "diaspotaW-Lmd 

and/or Israel-"dias,mra". 1 am seeking to understand how a people living elsewhere use the national 

terms of identity to place themselves in relation to "their" nation-stak. 

Ln this dissertation 1 examine Jews' diaspora cultural practices: th& production of narratives of 

history, nation, identity, culture and territory. 1 focus fint on diverse narratives that identify ïsrael as the 

Jews' "homeland," and then on the muiticultural and muitinational identifications of North American 

Jews that in their reception and interpretations, encompass and subvert these narrativcrs. 

Those writing on nationalism discuss how the concepts of place, home and nation are abstnd 

ideas tha t can be concretised and ma teriabxi as they are tmitoriaüsed (e-g., Anderson 1991; Giddens 

1987; Hutdunson and Smith 1994; Smith 1991). How a people daim a national place! k t  chey do not îive 

in - how a nation can be transformeci h m  a geopolitical space into a culturai one - is the paramount 

question of this dissertation. 1 examine not diaspora existence but diaspora nationalism, and this leads to 

a different unders tanding of the multiple locations of cuitures. 1 show how for cultures set in 

transnational and transborder networks, attachments are multiply recast as much as they are 



spaœ into a culhinl one - is the pwmount q d o n  of this diaaatition* 1 d e  not d i v i a  

existence but diaspora nationaîism, and ihis h d s  to a different undcntanding of the multiple 

locations of cultures than one that is c t h n o g r a p h i u n y - f o d  on one communty's evayday 

habits or that simply assumes that a diasporic dationship to homdmd aists. 1 show how for 

communities set in transnational m d  transborder netwaks, attachments are mdtipiy recast as 

much as they ue simultanebusly d t u a t e d ,  and how (&y articulate other brm of 

mdtinatiod and not simply rndticultunl communities. 

My rubjects Jews living in C M d a  and the United States who u e  q y e d  in the 

practiœ o€ idenüfying Iad as hondand whiie iivhg outede ifs t d o r y -  la part t h e  ptrcti- 

are inEormed by Ziorusni, the MW movement to found a shte  h r  the Jews, as wdl as mon 

genenl thearies on diasporas, mtionaiism, and pop* culture. 

in Uus dhedation, 1 explore di- prspectives in order to povide insight into the 

debate about structure and cultural meQnings created and p d d  by hunun su- in 

community - in thïs case as audienas, towists, or members of communities, With the 

"globiilisation" of th- and the postmodern hun against essenti.üsm, identity hs b m e  

identities and pluraiities, and the discussion bas moved h m  purity to hybridity; natiocrplisni to 

multicul- homeland to diaspora. Or has it? The fundmmtai mwmptions that such 

theoreticai moves have taken for grantd are put of what 1 eumine hem. 

The underlying abjectives of the thesis are dsa ta cansider ways of thinking outside 

some of the dominant paradigms of identity and nitionriism. 1 accomplidi this tylt by ihowing 

how Zionist and Jewish nationdist idem about identity ue mhuircd in multicultud and inter- 

national settings, where what 1 call "diaspora nationalism" aliows for a debration d life and 

prosperity away from one's homeland while dso mainWng a relationship to it. 

While the primary facus is the exunination of the ideas of the nation mû identity, the 

seconduy focus is on how to aitically position cultural subjects within culturd contexts th.1 are 

deeply enrneshd in compïex nationai settings. That is, 1 seek to understand how su- ue 

national subjects within multi-national, i n t e r - ~ t i o d  anà multicuitunl c o n t e  nationai 

subjects within g l h l  contewtg and Irrtly, diaspora saabjects within mdti-mioii.list amtewts. 



Thm are hvo "naîïcmdities" t h t  idsitify iscael/PdesoM as th& homeland: the Jews 

and the Prlestiniuis, and by Whie d th& 'lautions" - in the &te, outsidc the s t a k  in diaspora 

and, for m a t  Pdestuiiuis, in exile, - imagining the n a t h  and their place in the wotld in 

relation b th& homduid is a very different pnctice h r  cadi p u p .  The literature about i s r d  

and Palestine aNin ly  pesents very pduiaed prspectives on identity, homeland, hiotory u d  

the conflict in the regkm (Armstrong 1996; Ben-Ze'w and Ben-&i 19%; Ccmer 1991; F r 4  

1% K r h h g  1992; Rue!her and Ellis 1990). 

h h " ~ < ~ - b d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ g ~ . a o m c ( h l l y ü k c t h i a T b e ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ t h r t  

inhistorythttheJwsucnotdeMkssIhyhveLhdrownst.te. ïionismistheiumebta 

movcwnt t b t  l i h t e d  the Jews and (omis the poiitid id- that guides the date of brrl 

and its devclopmcnt. lsnel is a jewel in the mugh crown, a Eutopaui, Wedembd st.C and 

Westem d y  in a q i m  dominated by rnti-Zionist, anti-Isrd and pre-modem, mti-democntic 

(with dictators and monuchs) poüliul sensibilities, and süll caught in a form of Jew-hatred a 

anti-Semitism. This namative cxpl.ins the ongoing danger in the Middle East and the d for 

Istaeli müitary and politid defensivenessl. 

The "pmPrlestiniui" or ''prc+AraôW perspectives run a pui lkl  cour# to the p m k d  

po6ition. I s r d  is a aettler state society arising out of a form of Europeui adonid-nrtionaiism, 

named Zionism. The P d e s t i ~ n s  and other Anbs have dered  the fate of this odonisuig and 

Westernising movement. Palestinians have bcm and continue to be displaœd fiom th& homes 

a d  bnel's diance with Western powers distorts the eccmomic and pl i t id  systema of the 

1. For a di- though not o a m ~ v o  set at "prdsmeî" ssc~19l;Frkar)uim1918; 
~ ~ l ~ ~ u d h . n L d 1 9 8 P ; ~ d R u b ~ 1 ~ 1 9 1 8 ; S i i u i m d S i n i i l ~  
Sthoarbrum1m 



region. Monuehs and dictatas have been suppocteâ by the Ammean and Western E-pean 

aühia,  cspd.lly during the b l d  W u  aas and in the poatCuü Wu or "New World O r d e  

ers. lsnel is a "racist" or e0inocentric &te whoee crdusionist n a a d  politics and western 

milittary dimees undermines and endangers d of its neighbours. And haily, it is Western guilt 

over the Holoaust that has met the Arrb and puticuluiy the Pdestinians their liws, their land, 

and th& autonomf. 

These perspectives form the axe of h a s t  any discussion about Israel, the Jews and the 

P a k d h b m  And the probkm is not so much that e h  has r position or -ive. It is that 

l~b~~chash.vtnrclyWccnthcümcb~owr,bksensitivebamindfulofthe~s 

peqecüves. It is as though writas ud reaearchers choose a aide and cmœ there. stake their 

daims 

When it cornes to a consideration of t k s c  issues, 1 ôeiieve 1 have both the privilege and 

the distinct advuitqe of hving p w n  up in r farniiy deeply committed to r peauhl and just 

reamaliation of the kael-Palestine codict. My f d f s  history* and my own continued inhest  

and activîm br just such a resoriciliation or hnsfomrrion of the c d c t  have informed my 

interpcdaticms of w b t  people in each of these ~mmunities considem aiticai for the 0 t h  to 

understand. 1 was born in kd b a Jewish mother and r P d e s ü n h  father. My nutemal 

grandparents eoupd the hottors of the Hdocaust by aeîtiing in Israel in the euly 193)'s. Some 

xnembera of my m a t e 4  pndmother's family perished; 0th- m~ruged to escripe to France 

.ad to I a d .  My matemal grandfathde f h i y  was rescued by my grandfathet and his brother 

and brwght to M. My mother and her sider w a e  born in Mandate British Palesthe, prior (D 

the dedaration of the state of Israel. 

My fithet was born in Paiestine. As a result of the United Nations Partition Plan oé 

1947, my hther and his immeâïate family were retnoved kom th& home in Beisan, .Ise known 



by its Hebrew name as k i t  She'an, They becune " i n t d  in the Gdike region of the 

new date of kael.  Their home and property in Beisui wece deciareâ OIf-Limits for " M t y "  

r e m  and, dthough they became Israeli dtizens, they have mr been allowed to rrd.im it. 

The rest of his family membets beclme refugees in -non during the same peciod- Some, 

though not ail, have since moved out of Lebanon to live in Cyprus, Engknd, Canada and 

Austr l l i~  As fu as 1 know, no f d y  members have ever been allowed to return to daim theh 

property or b gain citiaenship since theh expulsion. 

Teîling thjs per#,d history moves soaw to undemtmd that t h  is eome conunon 

ground for didogue to begïn: h t  both pcoples have ken that bdh -les have b 

used as pawns in a w d  where intematiod poiitid designs are mmetimes ù e y d  the powa 

of individu& and their communities- For others, the story suggests that the mnftid is t w  dep, 

b ~ p w u u L u d h . e r t m h g p c e i t i o n e d U I e c n m * s q ~ o n e u p t h a .  Li&.erwords,(h.t 

there is no ammon ground. 

My aperienecr and imrginings of bneL are pnmuily as my h s t  home, and the home 

of my extendcd fmily members and numerous friends. 1 have tnvelîed to I s r d  on my own on 

muiy ocusions, visitimg fimily and hicnds and spending one BUmmer working in E S t .  1 grew 

up in Canada, œiebrating d of the Christiui, Muslim and Imdi-Jewidt traditions, in a 

non-religious way. For example, for each hdidry differcnt groups of pople would corne to 

celebnte with us; someümes everyone would corne tagether sudi as at Christmas. This 11I 

aeemed very ncmnil to me. 

Although both of my parents haâ been aigr@ in Middle East pcra .ctivism in my 

home city, I have g e n d y  been protected fiom the more politid mp&s of the tclrtionship 

between Jews and Arabs as 1 was gmwing up. 1 am as attiched to the Jewish presenœ in I s r d  as 

1 am the Palesthian. While stories my matemai grandpuents bid me about aettüng and 

building a modem &te in Palestine and îater lsml were Zicmist, 1 never interpdd them on 

political terms; they were simply stocks of my frmily's past. Similuly, *ries told to me by 

Pdestjnian family and hiends were ruely onenlteû b tk Istrel-Pdeshe confiid. While there 

were rrZkctions on the hudships they faœâ in I s r d  thae was Ittle d e  d the fret that they 



were living in Istd as aecond-class atiaens, Even when I bok a trip to Beisln with my hW8 

eldest brotha and 1 was totd about the f d y ' e  acpilsion and the e~propcbtion d th& luid, 

thece wm litfle slid about the Isnel-Palesthe confiid during our t h e  togethet- 

Consci~u~nese of the P a k t h h n  national enovement and the Paiedinian stniggle wu, 

rahed only at the undcrgrrduate poet8econduy level when 1 was introduœd to a pdeseot who 

was actively engaged in the promotion of Face  a d  rrconeüiation in the cegion. I only theii 

became .wue that muiy of my puents' a d  fimily friends - hwyers, writm and politicians - 
Pdestinhs and Isndi-Jew8 - who had come to visit my home h m  had wcir ray much 

invoiveâ in pcqreeaive politics within hd, most rs Communiats. AU wtre involved in peace 

bdding initiatives -cm Phi th iam and Jews a3 wdi  as towuds the dedopment of p a t e r  

civil and humui rights for d Isrrelis, inciuding Plilestiriiuis within OK date of kd. 

This thai Corme the brdrgiound to my mtroe into this M d  msemh. 

Ocspitemymurytnvds,thttouttnpItodrurputofUiisns#rchprqcctwaeOw 

ûrst trips mund the &te as a bdst This made ior eome diqundivr cnperi«iees. For example, 

as we passed my home in Hùfa or Nazareth on the tours, 1 wmted nothing more than to simply 

hop off the bris and 60 in to visit my aunts and uncks and their thildnn mw living them. 

As well. on dl of the tours, once tour partiapnts jound out that 1 d d  speak and 

understuid Hebrew rnd that 1 had liwd in I s r d ,  they lslred for my amistance and knowledgt 

about the everyday aspects of i& in Isael. For cxunpk, 1 hclped pcopk get to the ban4 buy 

bced and madu. erpl ind how to w the cumny whcn hppi iy  using tui. and buses, as 

well as tekphone& I dao explained what I knew about the d u c a t i d  sydan, kkvision 

ptognmming, newspapers, housing matters and politid parües. These are sirnpk makm but 

they are vety much r put of knowing .bout eveyday lik in kael. While moet k l t  likr 

stnngers, or tourisîs, in their homdand, 1 nwer fdt that same distance- When comparing my 

~ ~ ü o ~ p  to kael to that of the tourists, 1 would say that rny rctrtionship is mu& ihc m e  u 

that of other immigrants' dationstipç to thar first homes. In that seme it may be undastood as 

*r graundeà m ideologially-ncdlteâ ntprpnas and avnr in evayday pr.diccs ud 

enawntefs. 



What 1 snight ta discover tlvMgh this c(hnography are the vey pmcesaes by w w  

p j d e  who hm no direct f d y  a personai apr*nces  in hael devebp a have d ~ c b p d  l 

relaticmship to the state, which is w vay differmt h m  mine. This is not meant to m g p t  thcir 

relaüonship is soxnehow îess r d ,  howmr. Rather it provoked me to explore just how nid, 

relrticmship endures and what are its fundamentai tenets. Each of our relatiollships to I srd  is 

difkrent, but Mther one is more kgitimate than the otha. While my trips home ta bne l  are 

mudi üke muiy immigrants' trips to their € k t  home; the trips the tourists taice are for them a 

h d  of homemning too. Stiil, 1 am in no wry suggesting that the nktioirehipe devdaped ta 

israei by Jews in diaspora me aomehow less Iegitimate than thoee of fsrreli-Jews or of 

P d e s ü n h a  niisexplontionis~mcuitinanywaytoddegitimiseiny~ps'amtùidor 

enduring relationship to I s r d  or Pdestine. 

It is thia very p m s s  of understanding bnel as homeland thit is important to thb 

maeuch and it is the lilthtopdogiul d o d  -ethnugraphy -of investigaüng the vay  SIES ES 

of identity-making and the vwy fluidity and patterning of t h e  p- of idenafication Uut 

infonn this meuch. 

Since 1993 and with the signing of the Ded.ntion O€ Prinàples (DOf) (Govanm~nt O€ 

Israel1993) between the state of Israei and the Palestine Authority, an opening €or di.byc 

among Jews and Paiestinians in diaspora was created and people d p t h s  in ways that thqr 

h d  never done before. nie WP, better known as the =Io Accords, reaqpbd  the right of 

lsnelis b a Israel in the Middle East, d the right of Prlestinians living in the West Bank 

and Gaza to live free of Israeli milituy occupation. As a result of aome of theme dcvdopments, 

and due in part to the fad that I have been interested in promoting peace between Jews and 

PalestMans, 1 was invited to speiik at many community events in Jewish community settùys, 

including i t  Temples both in Gnada and the Unitd States, local community centres, and for 

women's pups invdved in chelopment pmjsts  in Isnel. 

In my own pmzsentations at community @vents and in individual conversations, 1 

diaose not to focus on dibences but nther to tell stories d disphcement and disamiinrtion in 

the hap that people will oomc more fully to understand the confiid in the region. 1 &O ty to 



rpeak about the regional d d  m tcims Uut moves the focus above and bymd the poliOcs of 

leaders and their hand stuliring, and beyond ihc W t e d  represenbti- that O* p a m t  

mem*. m müitny a molutionuy gub. 1 h o p  to direct listenem to the vy persoiial amts (or 

each "side", as individuals and as members d a dedive, as well as to the actions each group 

has taken to resist violent confiid and gain amtact between the groupe involved. 'fdling these 

stories is not enough, of course, 

In this dissertation, 1 sairch for the rtmb of individuai and collective ties to a 

perspective. Exposutetoar~edIawli.ndPJdiniuipaspective8ontkQWlfljdmdene 

mindfui d the faet that thece w u  a "aide" to Ume arguments Uut 1 did m t  rediy undemtand at 

& a ~ w U u t I h d ~ b a n a p a s d t o i a m y o w n h w i e . a u a r r u l t o f p e r s o d  

experience. ïhat "side" wrs the Nocth Ameriun Jrwish p i p c o v c  1 therrbDic decided to ûnd 

out just what Jews in North Amaiu were being tdd about kwl ud how they had =me to 

undartand their rehtiociayp to ka& how thq  hd a ~ n e  to judge bndi pditio, culture and 

histoy, in grnad, and the Ismeli-Pllestine amfiid, in puticulu. And whal if mything, ddùud 

them as "in diaspora, " that is in the most simple tame, as living in a "home away from ho-'' 

Beyond reding the litaahrn in the I decided t d e d  to do at two more 

things participate and observe Jewbh eommunity events, p u t i d y  Uiac whem lawl w u  the 

focus; and participate and observe organisecl tours to Istrel that were designed and oriented lor 

Jews Living in North Amena. In this way I would k able b aee how kaei w.s ioprsented to 

JWS in North Amena while in t h e  home eommunities,, as w d  as how Isnel was repemitrd 

to Jews from North America while in kael. 

Key to this proces8 was to listen ta the "&ciai" narratives about b r d  and Jewish 

identity for North Amerïun Jews and then to ûy b understuid how and when narratives of 

h l  and jewish idmtity might k "Wun up" by their audiaices. This w a  an aininition of 

how and when contcmpory, lsneli-Zionist thought dhcM at Jcm h m  North M a  might 

g d  "'Wrm up" by its audienas. What 1 invatigate is the aaaai of nationai medngs m h  

public and pop* cuihrnl events and muiy dtheir d and paliticril int-. 



Thus while in the communities and on tour, 1 obsend and putMpated in the 

communities both as "outsidef and as "insider" (Abu L w  1986; AEoulry 1997; JIclrson 1987; 

Kugkxnaas 1988; Naraym 1997). I am r Jew and r Pakstiniui; a Cuvdian and an h e k  8 p e ~ e  

activist and an anthiopohgist. 1 say this not b suggcst that one "side" was in or out, only to 

prcsmt the "poeitionings" 1 found myself shjfting in d out of (eattagli. 1995; Borna 1990; 

Harrway 1988; Rich 1984). 

There is an enormous seope to the litemhut atploring Jewmh identity, history, and the 

pncticœ of Judrism in North America. One signifiant eianent of this rr#udi is that it 

prcsupposeb "A" Jewbh couununity. Th.t is, deapite the faet that Jews live in rommuniCKs a- 

North Amcric. (Belcovcsh.lin 1995; Bcytn et d 1% H. Cddberg 1987; Ku@mss 198%; ÇIrlur 

1982; Zennu l w ) ,  they are generaity definal as M g  part d one oommunity. in generd, the 

Nath Ammcan Jews m prraented as 80dOIdOIIOmidy s u d  and adive in bcrl and 

natiorul politics They have built strcmg and effective community dcvebpmart ocguiiertions 

üut  fund and support instituticns such as Jewish cammunity centres, Temples and S y n r S o g ~ ~ ~  

gdrtnc rpsidenœs, day schooh, as weU as Jewish Studies pros.ms in uniVCISitice (Bdbar- 

M a n a r  et ai. lm Brym 1993; B y m ,  Shaffir and Wcinfcld 1993; Cohen 1- David8 1983; J. 

Goldberg 1996; H- 1969; Liebman and Cohen 1990; Li+ 1999 MyerWf 1978; çh.ffV 

1983; Siclare 1982; Tuur and Weinfeld 1993; Tuldiinsky 1992). 

Within this widcranging üterature, mchbgists and demogmphcrs newtdng Jewish 

identity have defineâ rata d tmvd to and support la lavl r important vrriibks (Bdbar- 

Nemer et 11 1993 Cohen 1983; Cohen md Liebmln 1% SMk 1%). Howmm, as 

u i t  hmpdoght Jack bgelmass (1 988) points out, su& p d œ s  of support fa h a d  'are aomc of 

the areas that n d  to k considemi in an eîhnagnphy of Amaicm Jewry" (198&i3). 1 igrr 

rvith this critical assesmmt and Wu up the chaüenge to explore these rrlitioriships and 

pnctices. 

In many ways, this dissertation is about the poiitia d hoion: îhe kation of Jews "in 

di.sponwUlckaoaidJnvsinIsnd.thebuoondUrpicrntrtionotnun~~udUic 

location O€ the lEst- and mmders of those narmtiyies, But "locrtionn hm more tîun A 



geogmphiai memhg here. By "location," fbiiowiq feminist miter Adsienne Rich (1- 1 

mean the place bom whkh we see the wwald and the phce we are set into in the word. Subjec(s 

do not d y  make m i v d  reiidingq thdac subj&s uc roe*lly and muitipiy positioned. 

And e d  positionhg depaids on context, history, and politia Thus "location" is not just about 

paspective, it is about how peqectives are multiply ast and cmativeiy mergent while &O 

rocltable" in sociai positions and historiai contexts (Born 1% U i f k d  1992,1997; Gilray 19%; 

Hu;iw.y 1988; Kcith and Pile 1993; M e  and Swedenburg 1986; Fruiloenburg and Mani 1%; 

Rich 1984). 

I w u i t t o ~ e s t r s w ~ U i i t m ~ ~ t h c i r p . n c t i a ~ 8 o f i u m i n g p s o p i e s  

by whacthyuebutedgcogiphially-that is,namingpop*.asiivingind*rpaaor~r 

diaspora culturrs -me they do not live in thea "otigid" tenitosies. 1 w d d  q u e  thrt 

diaspora must be understood re r "location" in Rich's terms. ïhat is, not as a geosrphid 

location but as a p.card celath to barnluid. It is the pnctices of idcntifiation that define the 

Jews with whom 1 ttaveüed and pned in commimity events celebrating israeI as M g  "in 

diiisporr." Jews who do not idmtify, who do not fea ury attachment, or who do not participate 

in Imd-ts ihwld not k dehed as liviw 'in diaspora" since they auy not at d roCrte" 

themselves as such. In fwt, they miy not primuily identify as Jewr and auy lmply define 

thdm as Cuudians or Amecicans, a by the aty they livcd in, esw Tocontonhm a New 

Yockers, for that matter. I s r d  may not even matter very much. Whik 1 did not do reaeuch with 

the p u p ,  1 wUI h w  how ihac iseues n important br undcntinding the positicming of 

thosc who do h v l e  rttrdinienb to Istrel. 

1 am adchg then to understand and contextudise, h m  No& Amenca, Jewish 

May, Je- identity and Iew*h popuLr pt.cticcs and identifïatiom dand with land. The 

pubüc and popdu narratives and practias that 1 examine were pasenfed and Qerformd by 

Jews for &vs and a b u t  Jews. 



Whüe the officiai period of my Mdwork kgan in the Spring of 1994 and extendd 

through to the Summer of 1998,I begm b attend aommunity events and make contacts with 

pople in the two Cmd*n communities w h m  1 p b e d  b do & in the F d  of 1993. 1 

i i v d  in one large city with an estinuted population of 1 7 5 m  Jews for a oncysu @od and 

then in a nearby smda community with an estimatecl popdation d5,ûûû Jews for the r a t  of the 

~#iearch period. Whik Living in Un# cilies, 1 obeervd and participatecl in numcrous public 

coaununityeventsincwununityoentres, libnrice, a n d d ~ c d e n t r e s .  WhmI 

livcdinUK~a~I~11yhavrlled(~aCinqoruibui~~rehoda0conünueto 

attend aouwtunity evenb and meet with peapie. nie mehopalitui q i o n  in whidi 1 conducteâ 

thereseardihascmedthchrgeutppilrtionsof JeusinCanadaand t h e d h b a u n y w d l -  

established Jewhh cwimunity institutions and r n n d  wents, Uiduding km& film and mu& 

festivais- As a d t ,  1 hrd many opportunities to develop dtionships with people as w d  as to 

attend numemus pubüc evarts. 1 attended at le& me public event a week o v a  the course of the 

much paiod, but often rttcnded two and tluee ewnts a week betwen the months of Octakr 

and May, them tendeâ b be a higfier n u m k  of activities. 

1 cxrimined the Noch American Jew's interpretation d their telrtionship to ï s r d  by 

attending thoee community events that were about Israei, &ut Israei-PIJestùie relations or 

indudd isneli pereonaiities ot dekities, fot example, musicians, filmmrilras, or authors- 

ïheae Uicludd public kctmes, Confarnces, and book rdings m p o d  by commwui 

institutions (e-g., Jcwish Eornmunity cent-, synagogues); fundrajsing and bbôying 

organisations (e-g, United Jemsh/lsrael Appeai, Jewish Nationrl Fund, New b r d  Fund, Peaœ 

New, F-ds of Bu I1.n University [M], Fcîends d the Hebmv Univdty [MJ); urd 

uni-ty piogrrms (es., Jewish Studies, Middle East Shidies). Isneli- and North Anterian- 

Jewish pditiciuis, audemics, and writers as w d  as prominait leiders and activists were 

at these events. Community œiebrations of Jkawalem'ci 3006 Birthdy, Zioriism's 1w 

UV, uid brwl0a 5@' B ' i d y  induded public pardes and mucha. ktivrls, and 



musid pakrmmcr wac often rponracd by major organisations such as the United 

Apped and Jewish community antres. Li addition thm wefe U U I ~  book, f h ,  and cultural 

festivds (y., Ashlrenrz, a Yiddish M v d  Festivd) as wdl  as educiüond events (e.& H o b u &  

Eduution Wd). When invited, 1 dao attended Boud meetings of some of the comrnunities' 

Jewish quiisltions involveci in lobbying and fundeaishg for Isneli prajects. 

1 subscribed to the C.Mdi.n le- News as well as a number of griugogw and 

community neusleMers, aria 1 leuncd they were impottant murces of information for 

communitymankn. T b c ~ ~ N m s ' c l l a d ~ o f « m b r w d r i b m u i y r p c d i l  

ineeds, (e.g, cm cckbnting 1 0  ymm of ZbnLm. Jemdeds JO00 Birthdy, h d ' s  S(r 

Anniversmy), p o d  to kMpfdguides. Newuabut Iitial anducicies written byC.ndiuu 

ü v h g i n I s m l w e r e r r y l P f e a t u r e s i n t h e ~ k v i & N ~ .  Redingthcscpesiodid 

hdpd me get a g d  pnpectâve on the way n e u s  about h l  is fnmed lot and by a j d  

NorthAmcricanaudicnœ. I ~ k c l m c a m c m k r o f , a w r r r p u t o i i t h t n u i l i i y ~ f o r a  

n u m k  of I m e I - M  pups that have fundrahing organisations in Cuuda. 1 was thus .Me 

to ro<eive th& newaclters and notim of upaoming cvents. 

I was .leo inviîd b joui a "Jewish lundi" th.1 met cvey Tuesday. It u d y  i n v d d  

510 padiap.n& u>mc aadanies and th& formerarccnait graduate dudents. 1 mgddy 

attended for approwimrtdy two yeus stuting in 1995 and then kse uid leae frerlucntiy dter the 

initial fieldwak period m. 1 did not attend rdigiow d e e s  in the communitïe8 unkm 

invited to do a, cm qœâd ocusions (es, wcddings and mgaganent putieg h r  and k t  

Mibah's). 1 dao spait a kief but produdive t h e  in one US. city h u a  the tout soup w u  

made up prinapdy of tesidents of that aty [see below]. 

1 was invited into the homes and Iives of many people and 1 formed a number of 

biaidships in the vuious communitk during the fieldwork period. Extendd diamdons with 

these frieiids have hclpcd me form a richer sense of jwt whrt is at strke for many O€ t h e  who 

have made fsncli poüacs and culture an important bP.ture of their lives. Thwgh theze wcrc 

muiy dhpementb ,  it is m these discrissicms with this p u p  of friends that 1 kuntd a pst 

dcrlabait~wh.titm~forsomt~smN~~niericatobeüedtoIsd. nic#hicnds 



have rbo guided me to s e  what the possibilities and pitfdb of any promises f a  p œ  and 

rrc~ncili.tiari dght mean to t h  as weU as for d invdved in the brd-Palestine coriflict. 

In addition to spending the in cornmunitics and attending community eventb, 1 dume 

and d v e d  permWon to partîapate on ümx Cuudi.o&ad orginird tours to bml. T h e  

bure gave me the opportunity to ''exprienœ'' h a e l  with Jews living m di.spora 

1 choœ tours of a type ppilu in the cornmunith 1 wis engagd with. Aimost 

-one 1 met haâ either tnvened to I s r d  on ame d these tours in the pst, cspeg.lly on that 

&&trip toIsrwl;ortheypLriMd todososometimein thefuhur:ortheyhd Laownothasthat 

hd tnvekd on aKh a tout. 1 was able therebre b dismm6 erperienœs d such have1 even with 

lhoa who had aot k e n  on any of the toun 1 travelled m over the annsc d the rr&uch period. 

Chooeuig tours organiseci by kael-focused community orpûsations ( d d b d  

bdow) involveâ not taking other types of tours given the expemes invohrcd. I chose not to 

putiapate on c0mmaci.l taud aviilrble ai a q d a r  b g u  to any North An\ericm intesestcd in 

travelling to Isne1. I fdt that these tours wouid be iess ociented to the ccmedhg/linking 

prinap*. 1 was Beeking to understand among Jcws in North Amerka. Thar was littk to 

parantee that the tourists would be Jewish and speaking to a n u m k  of tour agents aude dsu 

that t h a c  trips would be trieated as leisurie tours rather than dudy tours. nius, my own rreurdi 

intcipsts - how and what tuurists get to know about l s d  and how they get alled on to 

putiapate in nation-building and statebuilding pradices - would not be the focus of widi 

kisufetauts. 

Ah, 1 decided not to travel on reiigious tours. 1 wantd to go on tours that anyone in 

the Jewish oommunity -0rthodox and ncm43rthadox - a d d  easily and do frequentiy .coess. 

Duhg the Gddwock pecioâ, 1 did not m& one penmn who hid -on a reiigious t a u .  Gomg 

o n ~ t a t n b m e a n t s t u d y i n ~ a r a y d i f f e r e n t  kindoitrip-octhatIwaildqp 



would k f u  dosa to i pilgrhage - than the kinds of trip 1 was intwted in rhd- -0- 

1995; BOWIIU~ 1991; Eade and Sillnow 1991). Whik it awld be Oud that the tours 1 puticipu 

on h d  dcmaits d piigrimage (espc*lly in Jerusalem), the tours were wt defined as such a d  

the totuists never defllred themselves on thaee terms. 1 wmted to k w  on the maurings created 

in, 0% ud through Uu tours of Israei as an extension of the -8s produad rbait 1sr.d in 

communities outside of Israel. 

Last but not k t ,  1 chose not to study the "Mar& of the b*" tours. Theae ue tours 

UutWcctrri~(oHolouirrt~itninEuropandthniu~~"(obtrL Thaeuemd 

re.#)(~sbr~nottoti lscpartontheaetoura T h e ~ d t h e L i v i n g " t 0 ~ w c n  

.wcythck.stcomnrodytmdlcdbunimayUKpcoplCImctpah.pkcr~Uwycirr 

aKh 8 m phaiocnenon in the ammunity and beause many of these t aaa  are dirrcted at 

teenagers r a b  than adults. AMt&r rraaon: my intetest ir in North Amaiun jewish idcntity 

anddigpom-lnvl rdrtions inparticulu. ~ o f t h e t i v i n g "  t a m  aredcsyied b d e b m t e  

Jewish &vil dter the Hdoaust, as w d  as to ammemotlte and leam more about Europe's 

Jcwish axnmunities. As such, they ue about Jewish coaununities outside of Isrd, but they are 

~ p r i m i i ü y ~ m t h c & I h i t l S r d p l . y s i n Y ~ " ~  fheactoursare 

iLo t a u .  1 waild mt want to take myaelf. Having been biayht up with stocies about the 

Hdoclust h m  my own grandpumts, I, üke my mathet, have nra even becn abk to watch a 

film about the H b u s t .  Ttawlling to concentration and daith camp Wtcs is beyond my 

~ a n o ü o i u l a p . b i l i t i e s .  Butmoretfunthat,Idonotîèei~tyhWrdorprrpMdto 

work in mch a highly emotionally c h q d  ahnorphere, such as a tour d Auschwitzorguiised 

for a group of Jemsh teenagers. 

1 requested and Perciveâ permission ftom the spoiisocing organisation to go on euh of 

the tours 1 t m k  Each organisation teceived A letter of requcst, a copy d my p n i p d  and 

a,nsai t fotmstobe~ùythttmrists.  Inoneusethispr>cesssceniedliiFEnathhgm~ 

t h u i r f o d t y , u r d n o t h h g d s i s n i f i ~ l ~ e w . s d i s c u s e c d w i t h î h e ~ ~ k  In 



another ase, members of a Board oé DirrcQn d the c p m o h g  org.nisition w m  involved in 

mytauplinning. hfa&whaiIgotottodradpiotb(hcurivddtherrrtofUugaipin 

kael, 1 w u  met by an kdi staff nianber wrnting to interview me f a  the ocguiisrtion's 

newsktter (1 d d n d  the i n t m m  but q p d  to m e t  the staff mesnkr). In vite of the hct that 

I lud m a c  contact with thia rponsaiiy gmup than n y  other, 1 had moic trouble cm site than 

with the others (more on this below). With the Iast tour 1 not only had pembion, 1 wrs 

ùitroduced in the w e l w  ktter to the toutists aidi of whoai was informeai &out my 

b a c k g m u n d a s w d i a s m y ~ i n ~ b .  T h o s c o n t o u r w a c e n ~ d t o u n d m e U i ~  

-ch & i n t h t o t h n ~ , m t d U K I # p c # n t o n t h c t n p ~ b p u t i a p . t c m m y  

p m  but it was with th .  group h t  1 hid îhe -test oppahuiity br a~nv11a.tion and the 

numbets of o m t e  interviews were gmter ()Un on the previous two tours. 

Fiddwodr rt Home 

While p o p l d s  perspeaives on haeî  uoec in the questions they rrised on tour and in 

the lectures in comnunity, 1 ûso set out to explore dations to Jewish identity and larel in a 

s&es of fbrmd interviews with thoee I met in the community md on tour. ïheae inkrviews 

fwm the third and key part of my field ceseuch. 1 met with over 100 people with whom 1 h d  

discussions .bout I s r d  and its place in thrV lives. Quite a few basme eloet fricnds, 

becune acquùntinas; mme 1 only came to know cm tour and did mt have m y  opportunity to 

meet agrin. AU of h p p k  guideci and taufit me about the riole th.1 kael phys in theh 

persoiul histories, th& aenae ofJmish identity, and the dqzee to which it a & d d  thrù iives in 

North Amaia.  What fdlows is a brief description of informuits and subjects of the &. 
AU but one of the families 1 met were Ashkeiilz Jews - me* Jews w h  hmilies 

were Eutopean and whoee 'traditional" Imguage is Yiddish, aithough this gencntioii may not 

have spken it. I met one frmily who wcre in fact Prlesrinian Jews - Jews who h d  üvcd in the 

CIlilae uea prior to israel's founding in lWS, They would be defined as "0wknt.l" Jews beame 

they were"fn>mW rn "Anb" luid and their "traditional" ûnguage is h b i c .  1 did not meet any 

Sephudic~-~w~fimiliaw~apl*din(hc1Paahtyhmsp.in(S~in 





C)mdmygo.lsin~thaUbfo@vcmdcnnawuenea,of whatisatstakein the 

many debates on Israel, Jewish identity and the & a b - h l i  conflict. Cceating an ethn-aphy 

has rffoded me the means of getting a far more compkcated v * w s  of national identiîies titan 

those furnished by scholars on "idmtïty" and, as pmblematicdy, by the political players - 
leaden and activists aiike - of this bubled region. There is more at stake than resr>unt"rg the 

history of Zionism or cpnœntnîing on the &te or politid ideolosy of Zioiusm. People make 

sense of theit lives in wry complicateâ and eomeümes in uirrintiapatcd ways despite the ngid 

ideologies they are ex- fo. 

The dhstat ian is  diridd inb laa sections and twdve duptar. The first section of 

the dherhtion "On the State of Idedogid Affüir" comprises Eau chaptcn. In Qpter Two, 

"On the Sate d Idcologiai Affair~,~ 1 begin by critiaüy examining rnttuopologiul theories on 

diasporas, hybridity and qucstioning th& contribution to undcrsturding the dhspocic medngs  

examined hem 1 llso examine some of the theorics of nationllism, puticuiuly Anderson's 

"imagined communitieg (1991). These theones hdp to guide my examüution of the narratives 

of nation that 1 waa q m d  to on tour and r t  eommunity events. 1 uae culturd h o c i s t  Michel 

de Ccrteau's the0tetic.l contributions on how pcopie a n  gcnetaliy play an active d e  in mllrùy 

meanîng because de Certeau anphashies the aitical potential of everyday "ieodîngs"(l964,1986). 

In Chapter Three, "bcating Zionistn and Israelm I provide a brief bwlyound on 

attitudes towuds diasporas deveioped within Zionism, the Jewish national mowmait Coudcd 

in Europe in order to cstabiish a state for the Jews. 1 provide a broaddde survey d the 

dominant themes in Zionist thought, its values and mission. 1 pay puticular attention to Zionist 

perspectives on life in "diaspora" and the need to have r state for the Jews. 1 bricay highlhht 

samc of the ky idcas of Zhnism as they were articulated in various ways in the narratives of 

nation presented in the la ta  chapters, 

While shifting politid alliances and degianees since the foundîng of thc state have 

aurlrcd brad-dhsporr dations, t h  has ka, a great d d  of su* Ea tnd .may Nath 



AmeriunJews. Disputes haveoarnrrd at theorganhti0ri.l W ova theemphuis on 

diqrih(0 d i n  laul)ast.ying inNorth Amenca, particulady d u r i n g ~ h o r g ~ f i a i s '  

coqpstmi (Levitt and S m  199J: tivni 1995; Kiufnun 19%; Sudamin 1993). Nevertha-, 

it has kai genedy accepted that Jews WÜL provide politid and mord support for I s rd  whüe 

amtinuing to live in North America. 

J w s  and Isnelis am thus "iocated" by politics and ideologies motivated by Zionism - 
whem the dominant thcmes are feu, oppcssian and the îiberation hom that oppression -as well 

u b y ~ - Z i o n i m m d d i u p a i n i o o r u l i r m - w h a c 1 & ~ o f ~ . L r n d c h o i œ . s  weii 

u a œkbmtion of iiving creative livee outside d the *.tc but in dation to the date, foqpund 

theirpct ica InWdu~,Ihighiightand@~m~oonkrtbthc)ryid~.sthyuisein 

h t a  ehaptexs, rrther t)un attempt an overly duetive acmunt of histo&s a iustifiatians. 

In SCCfiO(l Two of the dimedation, "Natïondist Namatives of khmging," 1 move fnnn 

th~dd~~of~t ionr l ismandpopuluculhattothcpncCi~e8Ieumll icdUimy 

fkidwork on tours Uuough kaei orguiised by weü-lrnown and active Jewiah institutions, as w d  

as at community events in North Ameriu H e  1 peecnt rehtd namatives a b t  I s t d  and 

Jws p w t e d  on tour, whik in the iisxt erction 1 presait the namatives about lsnel and JWS 

m t e d  at community evenb. It is in these narrative repr#ientatians of Iind that am nationai 

dhinl vdues and traditions are encodecl. 

Vay M a r  narratives of Israel and behging oceur rt nUmCIOm events and uiae in a 

fidd of ampkx inMrtionships. 1 euggesî that the content of thc nurativm, the oonkxt of 

thcit pmentatioii, as wdl as thek inter-nlationship -or intertdurtity - dCEUKB than as 2iorllst. 

That is, rt th& am, each Zionist narrative "imagineg (Andemm 1991) di Jews as a nation ud 

butes the Jews* homeland within Israel. Thy do not ' ' i m r ~  diaspora, UKy lll~ativiae and 

imagine the nation. This is what 1 cal1 "diaspora natbmhn." 

In the third aee!ion of the dissertation "Shifüng the Ground(s) of 'identity'," 1 begin Co 

amrave1 the na- d thc recqtion of these narratives. Here 1 preaent proéùes of mme of the 

popk 1 met in the h c u n i t y  and on tour. These pio6kr suggest Uut Jcm who have f q ~ e d  

diiepon i d e n a  - Jews living in North A-a who have l o d  a nktiondiip b and an 



identification with Iriwl - do so in compliuteâ and rrrptive ways. Th& longings fot b t a d  me 

süwted in thea mtqmtatiom of themselves as members of a rution, the Jews, anâ within that 

fnming, r popb who have a duty 10 one a n d k ,  what anüuoplogist Pnina Wecbner in hec 

study d diaspora desaibes as "CO-mpmibüity" (1998). 

In thc final ecetion and chapter, "Relocating Jews 'He& and T h d , "  1 wmwiae  the 

d b  of the rrrarch and theh irnplicatims kw thinking .bout the emergent identities that Jews 

in diaapa have t181ted in their imyhhgs  of h a e l  as Jewish homeland whiie belonging to the 

With theseidar in mind, 1 d e c t  on whether or not the piopooitiai lhrt Uwac who h d  

them~e l~cs  in the multinilturd milieu t h t  is North Amcria might idmüfy as hykids or multi- 

national~ in their drims ta two temithai homes - i s r d  and the United States or C.nda. HOW 

do Jews in d i a p r a  brm attathments b their hmdand and naticm+hte? 

In pW as a lcbp~nse to the territorial disputes defining the politics of territory and 

identity ocamiq in hael-Pdestine, uithrapolagist Jonathan Warin and culturil theorist 

Daniel Bqtuin m a t  that Jews mu& rethink themdves as a ''diapra" nation rrither than in 

tenns of th& dations de6ned ty the temtorialisation embdied in the nrtiondate iâea th.1 is 

isrre1(1993). I wiU suggat however that rather than needing to reorient Jews to "(re)imrgine" 

themselves as diaspora, as the Boyarins agate, my cthnographic findings show Uut Jews iayiac 

and form tdationships b b d  that are already interestingiy detemtocidised - what f 4 a fwm 

d "dUspon nitioniüsm" - Uut may bring us to the same utopim moment Uut the Boyuins, 

d Moufîé rck - dtelming identities tha t aie unoppressive and non4omi~t ing .  And findly, 

in this dupter, 1 I on what %ddiry" questions of identity has rneant (or me as rrrucba, 

activist and mcmkr of two communities seeking to tranttfom the Ismeli-Paküne dt. 



In this dilpter I exlmine some of the thdes of nationaiism, puticululy Benedict 

Anderson's (199l) "imagined communities." Since tepresenting "Historf' is a significmt 

chraderistic ot nationrlist (8Iidone 1991,1992; Eshm 1W; Geüner 1983; Handelmm 1990; 

Hudk 1988; H o b h w m  1- Hobsbrwm and Ranger 1984; Hutchhm ud Smith 1% 

Hutchimon 1994; Kohl uid Fawœtt 1995; bwenthl19BS; Smith 1986,1991; V d e q  1996) as 

w d a s  âhpom practïes (Bay& 1992,lS; Boy& and Boy- lm Chdiand and Rageau 

1995; Qiffad 1997; KI.usiier IBl), the muuicr in whidi nations o f f i M y  repceeent their past in 

public cultiw is importuit to grasp. 1 .Ise dnw an the work of Aru Mui. Uoriso (1938), R o b a t  

Paine (1989; 1995), and Don Handclmui (1990). The# theones M p  guide my crrmmcitiori of the 

narratives of nation that wexe pesented on tour and at community cwnts. 1 thedore consider 

thie literature spcaficaîiy in the cocikxt of the hsights 1 d m v  h m  it ibr understanding the 

-ch findings peeuented in this dissertrtioir. 

Since 1 am not ody interestd in how nationalist m a t i v e s  of kad ut repmmkd to 

diaspora audiences but rather in how thoee audiences might inkrpret the narratives, 1 rleo tum 

to cultural thcarist Michcl de Catwu's (1984,1966) theoreücrl concributions cm how -pie 

rkct"poich"andgarnllypl.yinaLavcidcuimilriiynuntivapnavllymauiin~(ia 

.Ise Ailen 1992- Fisk  199% 1993; Morris 1992; Nightiqrle 19%). Whik thoœ mithg on 

nrtiondism and the representation of the past ernphasise the poütiul memings of narratives and 

how th- amot be iedrted from the intentions of theit institutiorid nurators, de Certeru 

cmphasises the a i t i d  potentiai of everyday ''rerdiqs" and consumptioii. He rlso r eqnhes  

that while the intetpn-tations of lurntives a n  be idedogid or institution4 they a n  a h  mark 

a break with acœpted practiœs. 



th- who lire outside it, iive a a ''diaspora." But rather than acapt this as any more than a 

desaiptive term .bout the "bution" of Jews Iiving in Nonh America, the purpoae of th& tharis 

of dhspcxa ud that we remUn open to r vuKIy of situations and ptrctKes Ult  might 

define culhues in diaspora, in fact I have found r numkr of "dehitions" of diaspora quite 

constitute the kqr tenns for this definition of dhqmra. In addition, and perhaps more 

importantly, wtut is usehil .bout such A description is ils e m p W  on pracîiani rather than on 

phce or geographid ktrtion in the wald. Funduneritai hae ie the d lor the coIkctivity to 

"tnnsmit its hiaory," its identity," and while idiptmg to c h m s b œ ~  rHer its 



Inmidy, this emphasis is in contradistllrdion to the definitions t h t  a number - 
though not di -uithiopoîo@ts have ban worücy with. in the 1990.s uit)uopdogists and oUKl 

socul scicntists began to hke interest in groups such as "des," "tourists," "migruits," 

"immigrants," defined by OLen roclttion" outside the bounds of what had up until that time been 

tdmed to as "nations," "cultures," or "minority" communities. Unddying mury d 

these ugumaits wm an uneaae with the "old" deûnitions which, it wur ugued, had simply 

reproduced epistemologid models tfut were u d  to lahl  and define people8 (Huidlm 1988; 

Dominguez 1989) rather thui investi@ng just how peopk might be rmlilng meanin6 of thuee 

tenns. in addition, feminist postooioni4 literuy, and poeûnoâcrn k o s b  b d  dcco~truckd 

modeniism's epistemdogid "givem" of * f r m i k / ~ "  œd/otha," "Oiicnt/west," 

"trib.l/date," and created new epistemologid tems br considention and debrte (eg., Butler 

and Scott 1992; Gnh.m-ürown lm Mohrnty 1984; Said 191& SQivak 198; Trinh 1986,1991). 

New concepts such as "btavel," YCOUKWKIpes," "duspon," "acile," "geography," "aedisation," 

uid place," md "border cultures" mierged in d e r  to describe a g l c h k h g  w d d  and 

cultures unbound by the parameters of a modenust anthropobgy (eg., Appaduni 1988,195Q 

Qifiord 1% lm; Clifford and Muciis 1986; C a m k  lm; kathastone 1990; Mer 1991; 

Hurner~ 19%; hvie and Swedenburg 19%; Mdkki 1995; h u f t  19%; M q  1% Olwig lm; 
Olwig and Hashp 1997; Robertson et al 1% Rodman 1% Said l*; Smith and Katz 1993; 

stnthan lm). 
Wiîh these shifts has c m e  an h t m t  in Wh mm-tcmtorirl "locations" and the 

uitiuted pnctiœs of place. For exunple, anthropobgists Smdu tvic and Ted Swedenbuq 

write that: 

... the phenornena of diasporas cdls for reimrgmed "upas" of ares studies and 
devidopnaits of anaiysis that enables us to mdcrstind the dme of trammatid 
cultural and cconomic proc~arcs as weü as O chJby the amceptuil Mt. impœd 
by national and ehic/raciai bounduies (r9%:14). 

But w h t  those 'conceptuai" limits are is not r d l y  made expikit. What is diffierent, Lor example, 

about living in a "ttammtiorul culturai and e c o d c  hom üving in a "apiwirt" 

world? Are dhpoms the uinmipnt"  a "ethni6 annunities d the pmt? It is mt dcu what 



to atmthet p h  that its membem 6th- "ame fron " or 7aig W. But doming h m  another 

p h  and longhg (ot another place axe very dükrrnt practices and may imply vety different 

Anthropologist Jimcs Clïfhcd in a dekation of "travelluig" d tu re s  .ad the "mots 

ud routes" that cultures and communities trlre, seems .Ise to celekate "invocations of diaspora 

theo&s,[md] diisporic disco& (1997) without specifmg why "diasporic" praetiœs ue 

Clifiotd'r motion of "'ioation," and 1 would d d  his idem &out 'diapra" and % ~ d l i n g  

In the same vein, uithropologist Arjun Appadutds conania about the prcviws 

privücsng of the kud and the repcwentationd in westem d y œ s  of "native* peopks (lm, 
have drawn him towud r cekbcation of deterritori.lisrtion in his dhamïon of "d- md 

difkrmœ" in the new çultunl mediasapes of Iate capitrlism (1990). In "Global Ethnotmpes: 

,. t h  are aome brute facts about the world of the twaitieth cent- that an 
ell~rgrafiy mwi conh~nt. Caitmi -ng - 6tcîs ia thc âmmgïmg mxml 
territorial, and cuiturrl reproduction of group identity. Aa groupa migtrte, v u p  in 
new loeittions, mmnstruct theû histories, and m m d i p r e  their c0uiic 'ptqects', the 
ethno in ethnography takes on a slippery, non-Ioaüzed @îy, to which the 
descriptive practiœs ofanthropdogy will have to respond. The luidacapes of group 
identity - the h p e s  - around the world are no longer famibu mthropdogid 
abpcts, indu rs groups are no longer tightly territocidid, spatiilly buunde& 
historiaiiy inselfcoiiscious, or cultunlly homogemous (1488c191). 

A1-h 1 rm sympathetic to the "projecr oC pogtmodemism (Cab 1389; Hut- 

196% 1989; Rose 199l), the .nthropobgicd modeis about diasporas providai me with little 



cpistemologicd potenhi of the t a n  "diaspora" (aee aiso Wertmer 1998) but have bem limited in 

Uw uulyscs of wbd 1 cali "pnctiœs in plaœ." 1 usc this phnsc to 6 to cxeative pactices 

h t  popk m e d n g f d y  engage in as the way they "loute" themselves in celaaonaiip to pl- 

- whether at home or in th& envisianings of h d a n d .  

But it is not simpiy th J mrne .nttvOpologists are using absttiKt definitions d diaspora. 

TO begin with a desaiption of diaspora as a nom nther than as a v d ,  i.e., in Ui of a dation, 

suggests that some people are eomehow "out of place." And 1 would argue that anthropologists, 

a m p l e ,  oontinue to have a rrltionship to anlaha phce.' 

Thus uithropoiogial "diasporas" indude "exiles, migrants, and nhigecd. &vie and 

Suedenbutg 19%; Appdwai 1991), and the oniy aomnion denominatm for di d these peoples is 

in tmns of nation-state or territorial bounduies -as "ddemtosblid" subje&. h this way, 

some uithropologists have moved h m  mapping nations onto people to definirtg t h  by th& 

historieal ot traditional or indigenous homeland, assumes that that population h.s mahtriired a 

reiationship to "home," defines itself in relation to home, or wwtd retum "home" givm the 

7. Foracimpk8 t)u w a k  on irfugces by Liaa MIlllli is vety diffcr#it and invcsfigafes the very meanhgp 
~ l e n \ b ) E L 8 d t h n t s ~ i d m t i b i s i n r e s p o r \ # b o b d n g b o t h d e n n e d . s ~ r n d ~ b  
Li* in rdugsc amps. Thy are nationais atone the8 d u ~ a t  uiothcr, and thc enany at a m t k -  This 
w~mtdyrihu~pop&withùiabaiddplrc,itiboill~howthcy~mqiiie!~riccha 
p~~wd~sthar"plrc"in~tobeingboundedgccographially~wdlr~bythridarti~thy 
mc g i n  by iOt exampie, humuii- -es, and that thy ublrc," is "rchigcQ" 09%; 1997). Compme 
b Lavie (1996) who wribes about PIkaiiiian Arab authots' rrpcriaraes in kad .s "crilrr" Becs- muiy 
d t ) r s c ~ ~ n o ~ w i i k i n H c b ~ ~ ~ t h m n i t i ~ l a n g u r g + d A r a b i r , L v i r ~ d a i p n r b s d t h c m  
uexdd in the %dcmme" that is %rdœ. But is tha a * ? Whymarik"ttvm -r)uentitksaw 
n i b r c ( i a i d ( h c p ~ ' H i n o a y d ~ m t ~ n r i Y - ~ ~ h o r Y i I I Y , w h e n < h y . r r U d r a d . t 7 P m z "  
astktitkofherirtidcadiatis? W h y n o t s p e a k i n t h t t m m d t h a r ~ t o t h c d i œ c i m i ~  
ptwticesoftklsvlistak? - - .  N o t e t ) u r t I ) u i v e n > ~ m e n t w i t h h a t h e s i s t h a t ~  UidAtabWritas 
.fitd#nmirilrbsdr&aiiiarndhccarnmousdifficulties~swri~ B u t M m L t g ~ w b i i v e i n t h c  
~ d l r r r l a W m & i n g n r t i y w h a t I t h i n k ~ h p ~ w c m & k ~ c a h h i l . b a i t ~  

i n p b a o i i t o f p k f a t ) u h d a n w ~ m e t i p ) r i c l i l o œ ~ a a m a t i l c " .  Thc Ei!2mam m M ~ m t a i t o f p l a œ .  Thyrrcriatanlat P ~ r d u ~ . r , a i k d  



opportunity to do ia This perspective negleds to historiàse popks' butions and y9n mp l 

hoaclud ait0 th& identities when it rmy or may not exist .a i signifiant put of thar d- 

identifiutions. What .Ise ia the advmtage of plaehg peoples üving away h m  home into one 

utegocy? Furthetmore, i t  w h t  point un people daim to Hong to diaspora, as memkis d a 

nation who iden* with but do not live in thar homeland? Wiii they brieva be daUied 

people out of place? And so then what is "phce" or "home" in faet? Do we not return b the age 

d d  dichotomy fomiper/ friend, df/other with sudi detinitions? 1s it not more dmg-us to te- 

situate on the buir dorie's abüity to - a maintain territorial d g q m p h i d  

dominuice? Are we witnessing a new esaentidism while aearching fbr hyûdity? 

For anthmpoiq@b whose "science" b in the lad, to bring îogetha mach v d y  

difkrent experhccs of "phce" as those of "exiles, refugees, and migrants" unda one Wory,  

"dipspora," is &O quite troubling. ALI of this is to suggcst that we need to be cadiai not only in 

our "definitiod and "dadi~1üocis" of peoples brsed on th& location, but rlso in out 

.aeurnptians about the meuiings of home and homeland. We need to pay attention to 

how much UKse utegozks have becn idiwmed by and cepmduœ dominant cultural modeis 

brsed on nationdte politics. 

In addition, as 1 dected on those postmodem understandingr of dhpm whieh ue 

more disaiminating, that is, where the "diasporaa under investigation exdudes people who are 

dugees or d e s ,  1 rediaed that much of what was being celebtlted wm the d v d  of 

"tradition" and the pcrsistence of communai and coiiective identities . m o q  thme w h  

experiences wcn  at k a t  in part defined by a relationship b what haâ been h i s t o r i ~ ,  ritudy, 

or administntidy defined as "their" homeiand (eg., Boyarin and byuin 1993; Brown 1998; 

Qiffod 1997; Güroy 1996). In an academic world that saught to rupture h vay 

a~wtuiIisrtions (OMg lm, these anthropologists were taking "di.sp0nw w k  stilt 

eUmining the "inmMkm" of culture (Wagner 1981; see a b  Pteston 1999) in mremmeqent 

communities and the dationships of people in, uncmg and across "ini.gincd communities" 

(And- 1991). hi other wods, the terms fm pcticing phce -of mancny, annmuniîy, and 

h d i t i o n - = k i n g a u n i m d h m u d i U K ~ m e w a y i s ~ h d i n & p . r t  Odythetmnsof 



identifying 'JEW" identities, for amipie as ' ' 'dMtoridida ntha than as ''minorities." have 

C m P d -  

in tact, then, the eh.llenge yet to k met by mthropologists is to keep up with the new 

kms of disawse dl whde ayaging with and uiwe auny ~ommunitks Uut continue ta define 

their p k e  in the wcxld on the b i s  of "idmtity," "nation," and *culture". Thus, while many of 

t h e  schdus are wriüng about lives lived m a p k e  away from what has ben defineci as Uieir 

"homeland," they are not writing about pople's amtinued relationships to home and homeîand. 

which is what intercets me here. In otha words, whiie alebrritions O€ hyûridity within 

"disphoed" dommunitics were the intemet of sdiolus k P d  G b y  (19%) and Jacqueline 

N.ry Bmwn (lm), my empbis  is on tk -ces and en- of homdud. or the 

rehtionship developed to a homeland, in ways that 1 ugue wouid define pcopks 8s living "in 

direfora". 

This excursion thnnigh the litentuce on d ï a p c a  led me b.dc to the literature 

t h e i n g  natioiuiism; the d e  of hietory and national identity; and the d e  of public culture 

ewnts. Each O€ these litentures foims the ôackground for the exuniiution of nationrlist 

nuntiws d kbnghg t b t  M o w s  thb chrpter. 

lkspite the faet that 1 introduad this d o n  with an diegorical pmentaticm of JM 

living in diaspora, 1 ch- to fnme this discussion with a brief ouiline of theoriee of the aertion, 

prwentation ud prformativity of the nation. 1 will argue that Jews living "in di.spOn,m t h t  is 

North Amcrican Jews who identity Isnel as homeland and who have fonnd a tclrtbdüp to 

IstreL are cespondhg to and subverting, to vuying de- iutionJistic narratives of the bus' 

be-longhg in kd. S i  in the next chapter 1 aramine nuratives of the nation and the 

natioii.list dbunme w k h  brut the context within whidi thoec living m diapra  give medngs 

to their exprimas of Israei, 1 think it is important to provide the contours of the horias 

undedying my adysis. 1 be@n with a bria overvicw of the contributions mde ôy d d a r s  

Uibeakd in nathdiam and illtioiul idaiüty. I suggd that tlas liknture an provide a ridi 



deaaiption of hav îhe narratives and temponlisitiom of the past w t e  and territafidise 

national "histoy" und cmnte i nrtioiul place. 

Xnkrestingly emugh the theoris& of nationriism dwiys uume a rtite poiitics and Mt 

an out-dacite a diuipric identity. Despite the yp*  d because they are derling with 

"nations," 1 u y e  thPt much d what they have to say is devant to the kinds d identifications 

thit Jews bving in diaspora mrilre. Thua wkther one lives in the t e m t q  of one's haginings 

(Andemon 1991), or not, the narratives of the rution48te dm beame the nuntives of the 

mtiori; thosc~itivc6uc#kdcduidtl.imcd tobenutitiv~bdonghg bigmupofpsripk 

-8 t0 th.t ~ w h  

of nationai identity are oftem found in the litaahiiie on the politics d 

natioii.lism (Gellner 1983; Hutchhon and Smith 1994; Smith 1986,199l) but lit& of thh 

Merature inhragtce the intaptetive compbr e q c r h c e  of d e d i v e  identity (&don 1991; 

wuin 19% Paine 1995; V d q  19%). Most commody the .im in th- icdottnts of 

nationaihm ie to loute its historiai origine in the mtiondate and 0th- phniouma d 

modanity, such as crpittrlism, industnllism and globrüsrtiom. In such accounts the COI\* aC 

nationai identïty is often treatd as the wtcome of certain ddopmenb,  lot instuice, in Emest 

Geiiner's argument, of the pcssur~ of industrial society to produœ "luge* cxmtrdy ducatde 

cul- homogeneous units" (Cellner 1983: 34). 

the historieai origins oé mtionaiism, he makes a usefui attempt i t  a conceptuai definition d the 

nation. Anderson defines the nation as an "imagined pditiul community": 

It is irmgined membexs of even the smrllegt nation wiU never lrmmt moet of 
thek fdlow-mcmkrs, m e t  them, a even hear of thcm, yet in the minds of crdi liva 
the image of theh aommunion (199M). 



on the Yinvimtiorrm a "frbnation" or Y f a l s i ~  of nationai communion (as rgunst the kind d 

tht "imrgiti.tiw" and "ctc~tive" production of community. He writes tiut "Conununities ue to 

be distinguidd, not by their iaisity/gmuineness, but by the style in which they are ixnagined" 

(19916). In k t ,  he mgpts that "ail ammunities... ue imagindm (199M). Idcntity is a 

"communion" which cm only be one of the imagination; it utmot be othemise beuuse 111 the 

people of a nation CM have muete relations with no more Ihui a few of its membets. 

Furthcrmort, "regardkm of the a c t d  inequrility and exploitation that may pmrd in each, the 

naücm is Jwayu ammved as a deep, horizontai comradeship" (i991). And- adds two more 

spedicaticms to hia definitkm of the nation: that it is imagind as limited - it riur finite, if elastic 

(19919). Whik these latter specifieatione d e r  to the territorirlity and sovemignty of nation- 

dates, 1 do not bclicn this should limit the use of Andemon's theo y fot understanding diasporir 

identities that are at once national and detercitoriaiid, or out of date. 

The virtue of Anderson's appmch is that it ceprieeents hou iutionhad ot a of 

identities - k they nationû, regionri, I o 4  - are, in one way, ail repeaentations d kknging. 

Where people think beyond the immediate ptesence of others, they "üxugine 8 annmunity" to 

which they k b n g .  

form ot erpericncing which is d y  possible within the mht ot the tcchnobgid and emmmic 

changes that poduceâ modem societis. He writes: 

... the vezy powibility of imagining a nation ody amae historidy whm, and where, 
thiac fundamental dturai conceptions, di of great mtiquity, &t îheÏc M m t i c  @p 
on mafa minds. The fmî of these was the id- that a puticulu script- o f f d  
privileged ICCCSB to onblogial truth, pc9#ly betluse it w.s ui#puabk put ofthat 
truth. It WIP this id- that caied into king thepat  ttl~oontïnattd rodûitia~of 
Chn'stmdom, the Jshtic Umm& and the rest Seaond was tk klidthat mcidy was 
iuturully qanïzed uound and undet high centres - mollltdlb who w a e  pcrsom 
aput from o t k  human beins and who tuled by rome hm oécamdqiai  (diwine) 
d"pcirsrtion Hunan l o y . l t i e s w e r e ~ h i a . t c h i d r n d o a i t r i p c t r l ~  
thtnikr,Iürk~dsaiptwrsamrdcd~to~rndMhcrrntmiL niird 
w u  r conception d îemprlity in which camdogy and hisoy vvlrr hdHn@sh.Mt, 



Thus, Andena, s u ~ e s t s  k t  the poarrr  of d modernity wbe out of the deciine (Uioqh 

not the dizappearma) of other culturd pnctiœs emeqing out of the s a d  and d c -  

univerd languages dQiriatirnity or Islam, and the dynut idy d e d  communities (1991SS) 

which offeird theV own dentations of the world. The b&own of these œdainCicls of 

addence, induding praptionr of the w d d  in t a m s  of time and rpue (e.g, the pooaa d 

cmaîing u n i d  ulmdriul  amC: making ma- and usin6 census data), unda spi- 

~ n t i o r u l i s m , ~ . f c d a ~ . c u u m i n c u l h i r d o r i e n t r t i a n u i d " t h e ~ w b ~ 0 1 1 , n ) 1 0 ~  

for a new way of linking fcatemity, power and time meuiingfully togethet' (199196). 

Imcigining nation-mm is essentidy a c h i d  in litaate .a*tia wi8h wddevdopsd 

d i a  btructures. So for exunple, it is an imagination encouragd by reading the a~mmunity 

and "natioiula newsprpers. in titis way, the effects d m m  media develop the upacity to - 
adirute the imq@ation d socid time and spwe, md encourage people to imagine the 

simuit.n«nis OCCLUICI~CC of events that are sptially distant. 

Andemon's apprordi offers an ac~dllilt of the processets by which idcntifiatiori with the 

r a t k  abetrad notion of a 'nation" becornes possible. But he a h  offers an accwnt of why the 

culhard imagining of nation-ness becoimes a dominant brm of cultural identifidion. Andemm 

writcs. In a wodd in which the n a t i d  &te is the overwhamiry nom, dl of 8his meam k t  

naüonu can now be imqined without lin yist ic  communaiity ... out of a gumd aw.rrncss O€ 

what modern b r y  tus d-st nted as possible" (1991:135). In other wo&, the "mm" waa 

for .LI communities to becorne identifid as nations; their evolution or culminrtion would be in 

their eventurl formation as nation-stites. 

in rummuy, Andmon's position is that natiod identity is a pîiculu rtyk of 

'imrgining the community" made possible by how historiai and soall features aombured m 

~0mpIe.x wrys to p m o t e  identification with the nation as the dominuit form dcultunl idaitity. 



The attraction of Anderam's account fa my *sis of diaspora is not d y  its 

definitions of ~ t io iu l  identity as a highly msdttd type of bdariging,, but as a definition which 

Andemm mys ahould be "tterted as if it klangd with 'kinship' and 'religion' n t h a  than with 

'liberrlism' or 'fascism'" (199l5). That is, natiarulisni diodd be examind as a sociai pactice 

rather UIM simply a politid or ideologid Corm. 

AU this points to the need to undastuid natioruiisni iri inteqmtive nther than in 

spaüalised and temitoitliad pditid tenns, thus avoiding the WC of "this people lives on this 

I . n d " u i d ~ ~ i s t h c i r ~ ~ ~ ~ u i d r l l ~ w i U u n ~ t e r r l t o r y i r r t h e i l c i o r r d  

"natioiui signiüunœ." Thinlong .bout aitionil idmtiîy in th* way problematiscs the ~jnpk 

vkw Chat ~ t i 0 d  identities ue cultural klongings lOOIed in deep qumksutud att.dimsnb to a 

hameland, on the one hand, or genmtiody and M o o d ~  m the d e r .  Rathec thy are 

conceived of as complex culturd constnicücms mmqing w t  of syndic hiatoriul amditions. 

Since national mbjects are not -y in direct ~ ~ m m d  sdiduities, the "haginings" d 

~ t i d  couununities are liwd thrwgh rcprcsentrtions. Pudoxiully, wh.1 -me 

rnthropologids and other twill scientists daim to k the proeesses of glob-g the world, for 

example institutions of the miss media (eg, Apprdumi 1990,1991; Fertherstom 1990), And- 

attributes to the ri= in communal identifications. 

Anderson's discussion of nationrlism sugpts aome u d u i  ways of thinking about 

national identity and ib implications for this Quticulu discoume in the face of globdhtioii. He 

argues that identiQing with the nation d w  c e p h  cultural idcntities iorined .rwnd the 

culturd "givens" that suppücd the a0stenti.I caluntks and "aitoiagicil acauity"' (Giddena 

1987.218) in the W. He strrsscs the "imrgined," essentidy d t e d  nature of this belongin8 

and the fact of its pcruüuity to the bruadet oo.l conditions of moddty, in partidu the 

"~~~\vergenœ of mdd ~ p œ  and timea brought .bout by tedinologid rdvu~ces in 



The Nation .ad 8île P u t  

Alth@ Andereon's K h M p  piwides a doCIPCtive to the schduty wock on 

nationdiam prim b the mid 1- he d o a  aot take up the hcd a qquities of naaoculirt 

repccsaitations that pople m y  aeatively engage with as they fom a relationship b or idmtify 

as members of a nation? As a range of schdPI  paints out, ~tionrl culture and naticmai identity 

require amœpts Wre natioiirl hmtage and traditimr (CnrüuhiaL 1995: KPp and Levine 1991; 

Lowenthai 19855 skinez 1995; White 1997). The niin ugument is Iht such cepraaititions of 8 

people's "p& m md within tenns that d d k  lhac pdim and coaununiües as not aily 

''authentic" but more importantîy, as stable. In interesthg wrys, the "tnditions" pr-t M 

invuirnt hiatory and schoiars wriüng about theae "ùivmtions" do îm with vuyiry degrecs of 

deMitivity to people's power to -te and w a t e  the# hieîo&s. For example, some chint 

"tradition" is cmateâ by and agrinst elites (e,g, Hanson 1989; Hdxbawm and h g -  19Be. 

Kcesing 1989.19912 whiie 0th- aoIus on "tradition" as a praeücc ntba than m "idcob@crrlW 

aoctstrud (y., Badone 1991; Trask 1991; Linneliin 1991). Becaube the field is eo widerangin& 

and 1 have limitd gorils in mind, 1 ch- to iook onty rt a k w  wri- who the 

comtruction of the pt and, in mthropologists Ana Mui. Aloii#, ( l m ) ,  Don Hurddmrn (1990) 

and Rokrt Paine's (1989; 1995) c m  who lodr at how state events c m  mulr and imagine 

communities as "national." 

what cuihinl  M t  Roland üarther dkd "myhlogies." in his book ([lm] 
lW2), Barthes exrimines myths as discursive forms that naturaüse r a k  than historiciee 

...- lus the task of @vins in historiai intention a mhml justi6utiori. ... Whit the 
world suppües to my?? is an historiai d t y ,  defhed, ... by the way ni which mai have 
produœd or weâ ik and what myth gives in cetum is a naturd image af this d t y *  



in otha wadr. myth is not f h  cm much as it is a reworlong of "historid Iierlity." This 

Myth dœs no( deny things, on the aoatruy, its fundon is to taik about 1&m; d p l y ,  it 
pudies them, it m h  thmi innoamt, it give8 them a niturd and e(emrl justifiutbb, 
ü~saUKmtdvitywhidii.~th.tdanexpl.nritionbddaddanaitdf&.... In 
pr*cy hom history to na-, myth wts econddiy :  it tbobhes the comphuty of 
huaun a&, it @ver them the rimpîiaty darnœs, it d o a  away with di dirlectics, 
with my goiiy bult beyond w h t  is immedirtdy visible, it o r g d  l world whidi is 
withouî anitradictioris becawe it ir e u t  dcpth, a wodd widc open and wdowing 
in the mident, it estabbhes a bliesful cMy: things a p p u  to neui smeWng by 
thmdve8 (lW2156). 

crnnot tdl you mythhg about it. Thus, myths are creative poductions. M d  in- in 

Buthes' . p p r o ~ h  ie hb formulation of myth 1 er~ritive a d  dhkt ïu l  Kfivity in which history 

betom naturaiised and escienti.liaed. He d~ not suggest, of coume, that what is being 

depoliticid (1972.156) is important for any understanding of the tde that natiodid nmtivee 

h her exmnination of the ''representations of the past" in Mexico, anthtopdo%ist AM 

Muil Alon#, (1988) argues that whik &ncdict Andemon's (1983) 

mntributes to UUIyaing identities, the "œntnlity d hiaorics to national haginhg8 -.- irrmino 

Thus, histoly is not oniy "naturdised," (as in &rthes) it is rlao natiorulised. Aloiiso goes fiatha 



Here Aknro echoes much of Buthcd argument in ([1957] lm) but s k  suggests 

two important dditiaie to an undershnding of the upacnt.tioaof thepmLw Li thennt 

phce, ahe undcrstrnds that îhe pmcesaes of vloice and narrative stnwhrric" idd m 

Next, Alonao describes how histarid disaourses and practices are m d e p u t i ~ " .  

That is, they how "me emptied of the meanings whidi tie them to conmete aontexts, b definite 

ofaibordinateâ and irgiond historiceurapptoprirîedud d u e d ,  
in ***=- wth mw meanings whkh reproducc a hcgemonic nationrl ideology and the 
dations of domination it configures and iegiümrites (î988.45). 

In 0 t h  words, loul a re@onai histories d i q p e u  in the face of i i l t iodh ïq  ce 

crrriting one histoy where Ume are many histories. &ah, it m powa that dc(nminer whoae 

And f idiy,  Alonso desnilm the p c e s s  of " i d a t i o n u  whereby "the PIBf is 

deured up, rendered paiatable and made the embodiment of natiorulist vdues. ... Pasb whidi 

annot k ineorpomted ue  exduded by national history" (1988:4!5), in otha words histo&s a 



dœs not .ssume that ody mondithic histories are aaited, but rather writes th.1 "popu)u and 

Buthes' and Aloriso's modeis both p v e d  hdphrl for undesstanding the mtiorulist 

narratives of kael  as they u e  pesented on the tour and in the cwimunity (see below). Suice 1 

have definal the fours to Isnei as w d  as the community -arts as public culhue periormm~~8,I 

tuni next to anthroQdogist Don Hmddmui's insights on the dationship O€ the nation to what 

he describes u,"pubfic ewnts," puticuluiy his d y b i s  of thme wents that are perfarmmes 

Hutddmui aumincs sites of "communications that a m v q  putiapants into versions O€ meid 

orded". Public cvents "are devices of praxis that mcrge horizons of the i d d  and the r d ,  to bring 

"struchPa" with "rehtiveiy high d w  of ceplicability" (1m12). He ergues that these events 

prisent moments fix an "encoding d national histoy" which rias impwtuit amequencea for 

Handelmm is interested in the de&gn of these performrnœs as they poeitticm the 

audience in a way that mets them "intoa the nation's history thw not only setting up r p u t i e t a h  

uqhins the mies of the rwtatives I)Us w.y: 

F a  aimplr. the date mqr set aside and repuence nationil days of memoririisrtion, such as 

Hoioairst Rwinbrance and UidcpndaiceDayr in such a w i y  Uut CMLS and "dects the 



importance aca~ded to the encoding of culturd üme in [the nation] ...." So br sumple, the 

themes of uhsbphe  and cebirth c m  be "piayeâ out" in the narratives and c~mmem~titive 

p r d e e s  of the Holocaust Remembnnœ and Independence Dey, since one aeipmonirl day 

Mows the next in that order. nius, Handelmm writes: 

It is in part through tcmponl rhythms t h t  ~tiorirl history is geriented, and it is 
within this eîhnc+histoy that this nrtionstate is iegitimated in luge meurure to itself. 
This hegemony of ethn~histoq constituts a maal eeonomy of the, one keyed to 
innumerable injunctions to temember, and so to ce-member (1SMk231). 

thrit d e c t  ait. amcentrate, and interdite themes of existemœ - Liwd and hagined - that are 

moir diüuaed, dissipated, and obscwcd in the everydiy" (199â15). F a  Handelman, the 

opporhinity to @OIII\ the nation is rbout i timeoutef-thcbrdinary- Furthennom, a public 

ewmt is "pnmuily 'apeosive' in its emphasis on the muhillity. reaectivenees, and soliduity of 

toge th^^^^" (1W19). 

Anthropologist Robert Paine (1989) considers the 'ontologicd hues" invdved in the 

f-tian of national identifications. çceillng to understand "Jewish identity and cornpetition 

He mites that within Istaei "th- are groups who enad t k  lives as thoqh they ue living in 

diffixent Israeis from one 11w)ther. Each group, ad, 'Isnel' is an attempt to condiMe Jewish 

identity in bncl in doing ro, Paine ïs articuiating the diffrileneca between Fwah idaitifi~.th~ 

with lrrrl but rituating those diffccences in iddogiul tams that are anmphcited by 1 1 0 t h ~  

üme and pha.  Moreovn, he suggests that we study "TwWm as a Jewish q d  about me- 

and means of redemption" (196%130) and he writes: 

...one should cxpcct dialectidly arranged fwoes at play uaind Zioiiism and Judùsm 
d *baiy Jewish" today, and &O expect thcm to be embedded in hisaiogiphy 
(19mlm)* 

1 will h(a demonstrate that on orguùsed tours to lad. the pcsaitation of numerou8 sites and 

evaits ir designd to cvpke perioûizuthns and ftmponlisrticms of the nation. Oftentimes tk 



sitea are (O be "#periaiceda and the narrative8 performed m sKh a wrg as (0 "siturite" the 

toutistswithintheaontextofthcrmmori.lieed"cv~nt"or"hrQpeninss". 

Ae within di#ussione cm natioiill identity and ~tionrlism in genenl, in Andemm 

(199lX Alonso (lm), Handehm (1990) and Punc'~  (1999; 1995) ümwïes outlined above, t k e  is 

a tendency to amme that individuais do n d  have toom to "spe.YI ba& to uticdate 

oppoeitions to, or to intapret and imagine the national in ways üut vuy with "affidd" and 

instïtuaoruüied m t a t i o n s  and nuratives d nation. koiudy, thm. whik aooic theories of 

natioiulism ud mtiorul identity d d b e  p o p K s  activitiem aa ~ ~ 1 t i v d y  "imrgined" thrrr is 

more &out how rirprcsmhtions d the nation IR inueii\.tiveiy ~~# t îeâ  and tittk &out hOW 

imaginative iutiorul mbjeets ue in interprang such mpmmtt.tiocis. 

1 do not argue in this diseertatation that the aastaiœ of e u t i d  ini.ginuies are not 

formed within r ''ferla wotld of "ideas" ud prctices, or bound withui a raqe  of llltnti- Uut 

cury with thcm aorm ddmninmt of the seope d what nationrl idenüty and a nation is. But 

such im.ginin%s must k contexhulised in d e r  to underst.nd the ccmshints as w d  as the 

freçdoms to imiginc national identities and the nrtiod cpmmunity. 1 do not rt di dniy t h t  

officiai nuntivw of the nationai exedse influence individual rcüon~, but this eort of influence ib 

not Ihe same thing as interprding thwe ideolagies or officiai "imrgùiings" in a toWsâng mrnna. 

This iduenee must itdf be exunined and d y s e d  in contart. 

With this in mind 1 rcformulate M i d d  de m u ' s  theorks on ''podhg" in orda to 

exunine the way in whkh peopk interpret and cxpa#iœ lllttltiws d nation, the past, and 

Oieit place in the w d d .  

Michd de Cateru (1984,1966) ahares with dher postmodcnrists, m ~iphrsis on the 

criW pokntirl of peopie's ability to wrest d co-opt nuntiviee (Collins 1989, Fmke 199& 1993; 

Hutcheon lm; Morris 1992; Nightinpie 1%). A ~ ~ ) t d i n g  to de Certemu, an an plusis on 

"eonsumption," or ~ception and interpretation in this c19c, need not invdve RPrtmg either r 

~ ~ r i a l c o n t a t t a ; h e d i u r c t u o t ~ n u n t i ~ s d t u n l f i d d d p r o d u c C i o n b u t ~  



pedomanaa Foilowhg de m u ,  1 deseribe central moments a standard pr6onnanoe8 of 

power (the namatives d nioa) with the intent of showing Ihc pmducaai. ümits and spedfiaty 

d comnonly acœpted narratives. By showing how the dominant modes of reprrrntation have 

qrnised, 1 ihai a b  show how narratives dght k read otherlwir. dthaigh I must d d ,  

're~ist.nce" ddengen amumptions about dominant r d  id-ul Lamr and dcmuids thit we 

think differently about the oonsumption or interpretatkm of thac i d d o g i d  ~OCIXW. 

(de Certeau 1- 2% n dao Knauft 1996:166) the p o w d  rppopri.tion d disaMIcs and 

the pmmt back to the past. Foucault's "genealogy d modemity," .ccading to de m u ,  

aacp(ed the dominant structure d modem power and in n, doing, i p x d  ahcr powahil  ad^. 

De Certeau o&m hia own work in contrast to Foucault, as r theocy of the 1.ctias whidi cui 

subwrt and make uae of dominant or " ~ u n d e d "  p w e r  structures. He write~: 

A soacty is thus a o m p d  of certain foregrounded pncbice6 its n o ~ t i ~ c  
institutions and of innummble 0th- pactiar that tanain "W, d w y r  there but 

R,?'-T 
. . 

mt quûaing discbufsesrnd prrsnuiii arem.iiuddiffffait 
(inaitution4 scieniAc) h y p o t h  fa t t rwetg a r athem It l thL mdtihiricms 
and silent "rrrsve" of pmacdures tlut we should bo* for ''eommnef prd-  hi* 
the doubk durKteribtie, pointed out by Foucault, of kng able to oqpiœ bah sploee 
uid Iingurge, whether on a minute or a vast tude (de Ccrtcau 1984:48). 

Thus de Cerieau's modd suggests that we not only u~om and daaibc dominuit dlanincr a 

nutitivar but th& in d e r  to understand their "effect~,~ the a ~ f e x t s  and in-tive 



pnctiœs engqed in by thg ' 'mwuned a audiences must k oumincd (sae h AUai 1992; 

Fislre 1992 19m Morris 1992). 

Whereas thScries of xutioii.Lism locrte the effects of a nurative on a polity, 1 use de 

M u %  Uwoiy of tactics to shift the emphasis to the interpretabns made by the national 

ai- for whom these national narratives uc intcnded. De Cedeau's theory of pldicc 0984) 

enables a EDcur both on the poütid cMeds of a namative and m the poeition of the d e r .  Wha, 

theay à ippLicd to the interpehtion of iurntives in this way, anything üke a single totrlising 

id- eoUrpses, bot not only are audience mcmbers u p a k  d i n t e g  the lurntives in a 

number d ways, the nuntive i W i s  ~~onceptu.liiiied as a site of "phy" d the in- is 

r e à ~ . r a i e n g a g d , a c t i v e u i d ~ ~ ~ ~ t i v e a i b j c d .  FoUowingdeCcrteruthen,Ibeghby 

pswrmthg th.1 "eonsumers" of xutiorulism are able to amtest a dominu\t order of qresentatkm 

and th.1 context, c011111lunity and the intention d the nucatiw's producers c~nnut a m t d  the 

function of thocle nuntiVe8. 

While de Catau argues that an audiena member is capable d a kind of ''-6" a 

interprehtion which dters the rules d interpretrticm and mnsumpth, his thcay is not h p h /  

a akbntion of individuil inu@atiai. These adcm are dways locrited within a 6eld of rohl 

~butkauru&afiddirdynimic~ddiifting1&plbüitiakramumpoaiind 

interpretation are multiple. Ncliterthdese, the interpreter has to tely on what is avlilrbk for he a 

she unnot '"trlllscaid" th- &/culturai forces by u i y  Kt. But while the inkrprcter a n  not 

%ape" cultural a #KUI fOtCLg, heor aie un subvect or min- the 'amventibiis" of 

puticulu mterpreüve practiœs. 

Thus in this ptoject 1 use de Grteau's theories of 'poadiing" and coeisumption in ad- 

to undastuid how J&vs rmy creatively Unagine their relations to I d  and how their own 

intaptct.tioris of their p h  in the worid are accomplished p W y  by "porch&"' consumin& 

uid intcrprieting the national nmacives of I s d  whik on tout a at public culture and 

community cvaits. ïhese then are what I am ltrlling their "pnctices in place." 

ïhcxies of"hu@d eommunities" and the repeeeiitatioiul pt.Ctiœs and 

~ ~ d c b d t h c m ~ r s ~ ~ t h c ~ ~ ~ ~ o f a u d K n ~ ~ m c u l l n s , d  



''rdnrcture" this ethnogmphy. in the dupfas in Section Two, 1 discuss how k a e l  was imyincd 

rrpacntcdmdpaloimedEad~~~hüeinScctioaThrrcIwüldiscussjuahowlhac 

narratives and practkes were "poshed" by 1 met whik on bur and in coaununity aetünga 

It is the cichnese of the ethnogmphic thvt telle the awipliclited d complex dwtive 

identi6cations Jews make in dation to W. It E to tb prrctiœs in, of and out of phce that 1 

then tum. 



CHAPTER 3 
u L O C A ~ G " P O N I S M  AND ISRAEL 

in this dupter 1 pmvide a brid outhe d the orientations to Life br Jews in di- 

with the rise and bandormation of Zion*m thrr>ugh the ZD. œnhuy. Zionism b a large extent 

defineci iife in dirspora in taims of passivïty, loss, sacrüïœ, punishment, pain, and suffdng. The 

amtext fa ai. w r  E u m p u i  &aimination ud mti-Semitimn. The expar ia i  in Zionist tarnu 

W.S .bD mpaicd  by a aet of ideas of f rd-  redcmptiw. ~icvolutim. likratioa and 

n<nmaihtion. In this duptcr, 1 pay puticulu attention b how dirspom hm kai d d b e d  and 

d h d .  Zian*ni informed the iddogy and foun* documents of the date of tnd. and 1 

outhe Ly Ziaiid ideas ha.  because thy  are uticul.1d m various ways in the narratives of 

~ t i o n  in the chaptem thrt foUow (D. Goldberg 19%; Eisen 1986; H e r t z k q  1916) 

M m  recently, post-Zonists have beyn to queatkm mme of L d ' s  founding 

narratives, apP.lly those infonned by Zionist interprebtions of hirtay ( f a  ovavicw on these 

dcbita. e SilôemWn 1999). While no post-Zionist narrativa w a r  pcrnted on tour or in t k  

a>aiaiunïty pllbcnbtions, 1 wül Iata sugged that some Jews in diupora do &te to larl on 

post-Zionist krms. 

A . I i n d i c i t c d i n C l u p t a O n , t k i r h . s ~ a g c r i t d d d s u ~ h I m l ~ g  

North Amaian Jews (Shder 1986). Disputes at the axganisati0ci.I knl ova the rnph8sis m 

al* (dtiing in I s w  a staying in diaspora have wisen and do uir (KaufmM 1996) 

but it is 6 d y  .mpted that the Jews in North America WÜI stay in North h a K .  and 

continue to pmvide support la brael. 1 wül q u e  that Uw uump(in, has dao h d  

implications fot how Jewish identity has tieen anaîysed and "measureâw by d uhtists 

interwttd in differmccs and simhrities lmong Israeii Jews and "diaspora" Imm. 



Zionism, a poiiticrl niitiauüst movement Uut embuked upon the bunding of a 

nation-shte En the Jcws in the hte ltXDs, devebped in rrrponse both ta the cise of nationaiid 

movanents thnnighout Europe as well as, in no wnaii mernne, in nidiai to the conditions 

under which Jews had been f01d to live in Europe, puticululy in Eastern Europe but not 

exduâing Watem Eumpe. As ru& Zion*n was a national movement that was crested "in 

diaspora" and thus dl Zionists, while a l h g  for a nationstate ior the Jew% were siturting theu 

perspective within the hger one of w h t  it n w t  k w  Jews to üvc in dirspora" (Bide 1964,1992; 

D. G o i d k g  19%; Evmn 19%; Eisen 1966; Hertzbeq 1W6; W h é p i t d  1W). 

Each ZioNst, depending on his politicai orientation, d e d  h t  the Jews were a 

cuîhvll-historiai mtity, r religiotmnaticmal entity, a "race," a "people," r nation or a 

combination of thetje utegories and charwteristics. While th- were difkent emph.ees an how 

to rwive a remte the Jews uid Jewish identity, aU Jews were poctrryeû as being endowed with 

the scime right to a "nationai" home. The maprity of Ziosust writings at the ~'urn of the œ n h q  

histOncised the Jms' condition within ahistoricd ftlinings, suggesting t h t  Jews w a c  eng@ in 

an =present aoiinict with the "Centiles" (or non-Jews) and h t  the Jeus wete ckrrully 

condemncd to iive aiienated and insemm lives unless thqr had r h d  or territory of k i r  own. 

These crllings cmmnated for Jews who were living within Euilopean nations where mtiumitism 

w u  pewasive and where, in Russia fot example, date poüàes pwented Jewd fiedom d 

LIW)YCII~~Q~ and conscripted male subjects into amies for lonsa î h ~  nm4-t- Essaiti.l to 

the Zionist id= wrs the idea that life for Jewry outside of a territory Uny d d  d th& own 

was pfesamed to be diaicuit and insecure. 

Refiected in -ch Zioiiist's program was a position on what codi thought was necessq 

for the "likntion" of the Jews (Eisen 1%; D. Goîdberg 19%; H m  1416). Thene p o s ~ s  



llso pteeented the conditions from which the Jews needd to "escapeR. Ammg the mmy 

Zionisîs theme wem th- who focused on the d e  of mtiimnitian, in part atîributing it to the 

Jews "abtwnrml" datus unong the nations. niqr c m  on the Jews to gain the eelfdetermùung 

status thit the F-ch of France and the Cerauns of Germury had, ptesenting the political 

ideology of Zionim (e.g, Theodt H d  Il8961 1976;). For other Zionists, the Jeus' condition 

was attributable to theh dienatecl relaticmship to working the iand. According to these writas, 

because Jews h d  not owned or wakd  the h d ,  they were llienated from the I.bour necegsuy 

to becorne mcmbera of a fdk. These thinkers mirtoicd the dod.ljst moviemcnts uound thexn and 

c~iuted a kind of eodûid Zioairm (e.6- AD. GaQn [ ls i l ]  lW6). sein olba Zionirti kümd 

Uutaurrhunmto~wuputofameaiinic~indformedaWdrrligoiuZion*n 

(e.g.. Rabbi b u c  b k  [1930] 196). Thcin was 8 naüauüa religiaus project that mu@ b 

"returnw the "choeen peopk" b their "Hdy Luid." In dl d thesé the asmmption wrs that 

with the kunding of a ~ t i o m t i t e  for the Jews, the diaspora wodd d b a p p r  and with it the 

"rbnonnd" and ineecurle condition in which d Jews tived. This is mmetimes tderred to as the 

"negation of the diasporaw (Ahad Ha'am [1909] 1976). 

Thm wae Jlo Zionists who aought to estabiish a nilturil centre ébr Imry in P* 

whüe not at the slw timeexpeding that di Jews w d d  "cetuma b the Lnd. The n a t  

important poponcnt of this rultunl a spiritual Zionism wrs A a k  Zvi Ginskg, better biown 

as Ahd H d u n  ((1897) 1976; [19ûl] 1976). Born in 1856 to an uistoartic Runrirn Ultranian 

funily, A h d  Hdun kunc a Jewish didp d phüaophcr who audedi@ to Pi*ioac 

w h  he w u  b die in 1927, p r h  to the founding of the state. A h d  Ha'm'r ~~ la the 

Jews in diaspora wcre rooted in his fem that the Jews would assidate and t h d d e  ioee th& 

identification with the greater Jewish purpcme. For Ahd Ha'am, with the "restontion of the 

h d v w  would e m q e  a kind of "Hebmv cenahancieu whkh would sîrengthen the will d thoae 

Jew living in diapra  CD p- Unir J m i r h r r r  (Ahd Wam [1M] 1976). Ahd Ha'an's 

ZDnism raiwd a continucd rehtîonship betweem the- &te .ad its "dhapod"' His 

~ ~ ~ h i r l i s r t i o i u r d t h e b h t o y d t h c J c m I i ~ ~ ~ ~ o ( b a p o p * r d i w a y  

h m i ( & u ~ ~ ~ t r c " - W - w u u n g a ü n ~ ~ d h i r û o a i r t o a i t a n ~ u i e s .  



Udike them, howevert he did not believe tlut the Jews would "duma to the h d  ewn if it 

beclme possible foc them to do m. And beawe he was î n t d e d  in the twivai and 

nuintenana d Jmirh culture beyond the spirituai centre, he assumed Uut thi~ antre would 

become important f ix  t h  aurvivd of Jews living ebavheze. 

in its first fifty yeus or m, Zionism wrs not a miss s d  movement in Europe. in fa& 

few Jews mignteâ to I e r d  in aompuisori to the United States durietg the arme period (''Aiiya" 
. . 

luid; D. Goldberg 1%). With the de& deshcthn and 

b o f  EcimpuiJewish owrminities durimg theSLQnd Wald Wuand with rlmost dl gatcs ta 

CuudaandtheUnikdStatesdcmed to theJewsflioprand Akl l .  1963),themdforaphœlor 

the Jews tadc on a new -y. 

Zionists who hrd moved to Paiedine in the preworld W u  Two ye- hsd, m n g  

otha t h g a  crrited politid, a t y ,  and w*l insütutiau such u the JewW Agency; wed 

their diplornatic contacts to get pimission h m  the Ottoman TuiLidi dw (who mupieci the 

mon until19l7) to buy h d  in Palestine h m  abcentce hdlorâs; after theend of Ottoman 

TurLLh ht s u c d d  in getting the Briüdi who hd a mudate over Pilcsoac, b d d u e  the 

thte as a Jewish homeland in the M u r  Dedaration of 1917; founded kibëutzim in the Cdke 

and Negev desat; founded schoob and sW.l m i c e  agenciæ in aomc of the a- and buüt a 

numba of "nationrlW institutions s w h  .s the Hebmw University in Jaurlna (lm (Eisensi t d t  

19% D. Goldberg 1996; h q u w  and Rubin 1985; Tcvc(h 1987: W h e a t d  lm. 
T h e  u e  many annpting narratives* of what fbllowed but 1 wül aily provide a buc 

bDms ftrmework h m  to m e  as a foundation for my later chapters. Af(er the Çcmnd Wald 

W u  and with the end of the British Empire, the UN d d a d  the Putitiun of Pûestine in 1947. 



This Putition w u  deaigned to acannmodate whit hd ban detined as the two interested puoe* 

the &ab of Pd- and the jews. k u g h o u t  1947 and 1918. Anb -tries that namunded 

P.Icsfinc, indudi- 3 d . n .  Egypt, and Syrh kameengageci in müituy b a t h  with îhe Jews in 

8~vrounding &tes. On Mry 14 I N ,  the Jews annound the Independent Stateof I r r d  

With sudi events in the background, the founding documents of the date of Israel were 

bound to d e e t  both the negrtiw churcteriatics of k for Jews outside theit "own" territory as 

w d  as a triumphùiaan with the ioimding of the m date. Hem is an acexpt of the Dsd.ntiai 

IntheMdtneltheJcwishpopkcunemtobehg. inthisZmidw.rrhipdtheïr 
spiritu4 niigious, and natioail chuiba. Hemthey iived in aownign indcpndawe 
H m  they m t m i  a cultuceof national a d  universai impoct, and gave b the wald the 
etenulBodrofBodrs. 

Fiird by this attachment of hietory and tradition, the Jews in every generatim strove to 
rerrcwthatrodsinthe.n9enthameluid,uidintecentgenentio1\8thy camehanrein 
th& multitudes. 

Vetcnn pioneas and dcladae, and moDnar bravhg blodude, they aude the 
wildemem bkm,  mvivd theh Hcbrew ton- and buiit viihges and towns.Thy 
foundedathnving~ditsownsconomyandculture,pursuine cebutabkt0 

dediuted to the ittainment of sovereign independence... .. 
P" d e h d  itseif, bciqing the bI&g of to ûi the inhabitants O the Land, 

The H b u s t  that in aur time debtrqrtd millions of Jews in E u r o p  .gain pmved 
~ o n d d ~ t h t ~ p U i n g n c c d t o d ~ ~ t h c p ~ o f ~ h o ~ u i d  
dependence by tSe m a l  of the Jewhh d.k in the iand of whkh would open 
wide thc gatem of the home&nd to cvcy Jeu and endow the Jewimh papk with Uir 
statue of a nation with eq- of nghts within the bmily of nations. 
-te cwry huddiip, hindnncc and pet& the remnant that survived the grim N a  
hughter in Eutopc, b@er with Jews fmm 0th- cwntries, pmmed on with th& 
d u s  to the Luid of Isml and amtinued to .ssert theV right b a life of dignity, 
frdom, and honest toü in the homeîand of th& pople.... 

It is the natunl right of the Jewish peopie, bke any d e r  people to control their own 
d e y  in th& aovaeign state.... 

The state of I s td  wiiî be open to Jewîsh imniptioci and the hgathaing of the edes. 
It wiii devote i t d f  to deYelOpUlg the Lmid fix the g d  of .LI it. Uihibitank-.. 



birilding Ur ahte on the bais of M and aquil atizenship and due repesentation in di 
its institutions, piovisi0ii.l and permrneiit.... 

W e  extend the knd of peaa and good-neighbouriinese to dl the rWcs uound us and 
to thci, peoplcr, ud we cill upon them to c o o p t e  in muhul helpfulncss with t k  
independait Jewbh nation in ib Land. Tbe dateof lawl is prrpued to nike its 
aanhibutitms in a con- for the dvanœment of the entire Middle East. 
Wedupaitht~pcoplethro~htthcdiuporatopinbrarwithuein 
hmigmtioii and cm- and to k at au right hand in the g m t  mdeavour to 
fulâl the agcdd b@g la the redanption d Istia.... ("The Doclurtion of 
Indcpendaice Pmnphkt," Independence niu. Eretz Inal Miacun. nd.). 

Embedded within this document are 1 number of Zionist "sienifieis", or " m u W u r  1 pefer to 

The Jews whiie not di born in Isnel crn retum to it becatm it is the site Oz theit nation's 

birth. Thy are the choeen people and it is th& chosai iand. 

The Jews have yeamed for return evet since their "exile". 

Thc h d  the Jews had come to wm a "wildanese". The Jcws had "rehamed" and 

crerted a ''thrivùig sdety" as though none existd there before. They are dedicated to 

"brhghg the bleseing of pqiess" not ody k the inhabitants but a h  to the entire 

mgkm of the Middle East. 

The Jcws8 "retum", nstoration, rcclamatkm, mmnsütution, and redemption in their 

n a t i d  home identifies them as orgmic to the land und nonjews as simply its 

"inh.atrntc 

The Holocrust pmveâ that the Jews' " a b d n  situation of "homeieae1~~8 and 

dependence" was a matter that d d  be reeolved d y  by grantimg thcm the   statu^ of a 

nation" among the "famiIy of nations." 

The "newcomas" are "phneers and ddenders". 

ïhe  Arabs are perpetratom of %ladude" and uee vioknac k a h &  the Jcws ~~ 
them to "d&dw themdves. 

A m b  who "dweii" in and "inhabit" the hnd are gmnted "equrl and a'' *tus as 

afiPllb in a Jeui8h mtiondte. 



Jon uound the wodd are d k d  upm to "[fuifii] ... the dream of generations" thro- 

mimigration a support for M. 

AEnvyaus.f)athcOecluation,dhünio€aCansütution,anunkrd&acLws 

w a e  dnwn up, the m a t  signdicant of whkh w r  the WC L w  d Retum. Formulrted in lm, 
~ i a w ~ a t c a u m r y  J ~ , w ~ h e m r y k , U K n ~ t t o c ~ m e t o l s n d m . n d c l r ( a k w  

immipting to M) and krwre an b r d i  am" (Ist.4 Ministy of Foreip Afflirs, WC 

Laws Dmmait, nd; aee aho Laqueur and Rubin 198!5:128). ïhe Hebmv word &h cornes frwi 

t h e w o r d d ~ w h i d i m c c i n s m t o . g c e n d R r n d i n t h e ~ ~ ~ ~ b ~ d t o Z i o h  bits 

uiglicired vccbiori "to make dm" meam to 6 or eznigtlte in Isnd. 

Mmy of the dudies on hdi Je* identity b w  highlighted theœ ud otha Zionist 

themes. In thcir crplontioris d Isneü Jewish idcntity these sdioh have f d  on the 

"&d.1" rep-htioiib of history in museums and uchreologid si& as wdl  as public and 

populu culture events (es, Abu Ei Haj 1998; Azoulry 1% Baumui 1955; Ben-David 1997; Ben 

Ze'ev and Ben-Ari 19%; Friedluider and Srligmui 1% Golden 19%; Gmevitch and Ann 1994; 

Utrid 1991; Sdwyn 1995,19%; Shenhav-KeUer 1993; Shdut lm Silberman 1990,199!5,1997; 

Stein 1995; Zcnibavei 1995a, 1995b). AU usefuliy "kate" Zonism in the text and km this rueon, 

1 have found thun hdpW fot my uillysis O€ the narratives presented b Jkws in dUSpom 

But Isfwl's b r y  tus not only been mulred by the iiberaticmist hidoriography d Zcmhm, 

i thrshbannwludbymi i iu i sm,  1snel)uskenengrgedinrwuincvnydcedcdits 

cribtcn~c (IiLYY 1997; s.fnn 1978; Slfty lm). Among the most sigdicant m e  

a The 1948 "Wu of indcpcndence": a w u  with Isriel's mhbouriiy ah- induâing 

Egypt, Jordan d Syrir. It led to the end of British rule in the acea and the expansion 

d Ietrel's borders to include aome of what had been "desigiuted" as ahe Anb -te in 

the 1947 UN. Putition Plm. 

O Thc 1967 Six Day Wu": a w u  with IsraeI"s neighbouriry dates, induding Egypt, 

Jdin and Syrii and which led ta the "mnifiation" of Jemdm and the occupation 

of th&" d P ~ "  (Wat Bank and Cam Strip) md the of the Cda Hcights. 



8 The 1982 Peaœ for Gdike wu: a w u  with Lebanon aimed at desttoyiiig the "terrPrist 

b.#s" of the P.leetinian Liberation Organisation then k t e d  in B e h t  ares afte 

hwing ken expelleci h m  Jordan in the euly WU'S. 

The 199l Gulf Wu: I s td  wrs tqetted by h q  in order to undeimine a d i o n  of 

Anb and western hies lllicd rglinst iraq. 

Isrriel's more -t history t u s  llso been markeû by a series of peaœ rgreanents - the 

most important ones being the Camp David Accords signeci with Egypt in 1- which retwned 

SUiu to the E m  and the eed.ntioci of Prinapks (D.O.P.), a the Odo Accords rigned in 

Oslo, Nomray, by the Ist.elis and the P d d h i m s  in 1993, which îeâ nd oiily to the withdtawal 

d k d m i l i ~ ~ h o m m d d t h e ~ T d t o i i e s o r U i e W d W d C l p S i n p ,  

it hd to peace agreements with 0 t h  &ab dates, induding Jordan (kvy lm; 1994; said 

19%; shl.im 1994). While the Oslo Accords have not been fuily impleaentd, contind 

negotiations mg* that this agreement will be finaiised. Ali of these actiom have led to 

discussions and negotiatians with the Syrians and L.ebanese about security arrangements for 

retuming areas occupied in 1967 and 1982 This era has muked the fmt time in kael's history 

when an officiai "peace" with its neighbours ~eems f indy on the horizam (Kamh 1994). 

Son a h  the state was estabîished, debates about the "phce" of the Jews which hrd 
ùegun during the formation of the Zionist movement continwd puticulrrfy ktwan North 
Anteriean JCWs and Israelis with each side definhg and tedefinint Zionimn to mit ib  own 
pditial d s .  m i t e  ls&s invitations fix ail Jews to iehun to Isnd ad the aupport fix 

Zionism and Isriel rmong Jews in North Amcricl, very feu Jews hPm N d  Amaiu choee to 
relocite to h e l .  Jewish institutional orga~sations' "mission" statemenb, including thoee ot the 
J-h Agency, dedeci thse  patterns and shifts in interpretaücms d Zionism with a ü s  to rmltr 
alm trlllng on ka and kr 4nificnce, and the responsibility dJews in N d  Ainesia to 

provide hanciai and politid support ior the stak p w i n g  in sigdiunœ (D. Cddberg lm 



In the hte 197% and 1- when r numkr of 4 scientists begm to exrimine the 

( B d b u - M e  et ai. 1993). Them uie two issues th.t uise out of these studics that u e  of 

kael. Cohen descri'ks why he uscs the term "pIstwlism." He contends that " p ~ ~ m a  is 

a mate accurate term to d d û e  US. Jews' att.chment to Istd becruse d a m i d  Ziorrist 

pspec(i- on diaspora are not apcsscd by Jews Uving  in the US; ud aZionistsa in the United 

States '[la&] my distinctive analysis of Jewish Mea in disispora (198334). In othn wads, 

Zionism's d&d emphasis on "gaiutmu or a3c is net part of US. Jewy'a "Zionimn". 

Wndly, m o n g  the many "ptlcüees" Cohm uses in his quantitative uuly- a 

measurements of Jewish identity he indudce the rate of "attrchment" Jews have formai to 

Jewbh State" and the d y s i s  of "rttitudinrl ampomnts O€ q p o r t  Cet kdœ dMh@hd 

for her government's internationai pdiaes," In the rwo W o r b  of 1- aome of the d t s  d 



Cm the of d mmreys, we tcd mmktable dividing Anaan J e ~ s  into thme 
biod utqaics about aicthitd are mhtidy indi(faait b ïsraed, .naha Ihud u e  
dmtdy ~ I s n e l ,  and a third are pu8oiutely prdmei. In the nnt gmup are 
lhor who say in th& zqxnwesmto au qu&bn&e8 h t  they do not "often tdk abnit 
brad with friends and rel.tim, or have no intentions d ever visiting he!, a me not 
inkrpstcd in having their chiidmi visit kael, or rrject the view that -carhg about kae! 
~ n y i m p r t u i t p u t o f m y b c i i y i F w . ' a r c t t K m s e l v e s . e m m > t v a y ~ " t o l s ~  
a do not yia with the statement It b d  w a  destmyed, 1 wouid feel as if 1 h d  
attlmd one of the -test tragedies d my km Abait tw&ds of Amsiun Jews 
anmer mch qudions in a way that shows support fiw ha& about oncthud do not. 

Whde Cohen and Liebman are constriined by the Iimitations of all quantitative -uch 

methods, 1 think it important to point out a few of the wulrneu*, in thek a p p d  as Uiey d a t e  

to their "deiïnitions". As 1 reid these "results" 1 am lett with many questions about just how 

Jews might iden* with and d a t e  to kd. For example, using the term "pmisraelism" to 

identify th- who are "attached" to I s d  is suggestive of a favoutable attitude bwards the &te 

of israel as a politid entity. But is it tcue t h ~ t  people w ho are rttached to I s rd  are rleo 

suppit i~c of its policies? Oc is there some 0th- Iund of attachment kirtg described here? 

Moreover, the question: 'If kad wcre destmyed, 1 wodd fird as iE 1 had suffered one of the 

greatest tngedies of my life," does not teveai just what mmnin8s people might have for Isrrd or 

what is "embodied" (Boyah 1992; see rlsd Rodman 1992) by such a relititmship thrt its "end" 

d d  be considerd such a grave "tragedy." Finaiiy, in this @sis, u in oMcn. laruüe and 

Noah Ameriaxt Jcwy a locrted" by the politics of Zbism. Th.1 is, the definith of North 

Amerian Jews as as living in diaspora is informed by Zionirt poütKL Why Iio( desaibe thcm in 





SECnON TWO 
NAnONALIST NARRARVES OF BE-LONGING 

In this Section "N.aoiillWt Nuntivtb of &-hg"< 1 invesügate nuntives of Israel 

as nrtion and date. As Bcn+dict Andemm (lm), Aiu Mui. Alonao (ï988), Ikii H a d e h m  

(1990). and Roôat Paine (1989; 1995) ruggest, mtiona are h a @ d ,  m b d  ud pcrfarmed 

for their nationai audiences, Hem 1 d n w  on such "imagkjngs" and "rrpnwntatioru" of ~~ 
th- pnscnteû on guided tours through Isrd ocganid by North Ameriun Jewidt coamunity 

imütutions. n K # p o p u t u d h E I d p m c t i ~ . f i i n d d m e r n ~ f y t o b o i k a t t h c  

i n k r c o ~ ~ d m c t r p h o r u r d  mteri.lity. Discursiw ptrctiœs -the m a t i m @ d I m d  

- formed a )Uy component in the development of materid pmctices, the vuy ams8naction of 

h e l  as the nation and date of the jews. 1 examine both what happead on four. ud what 

toutists wcrt told &out h d  and the Jewd idaitity. Thest tout namtives kuwed on ccnrin 

moments in Ismli history and pcsaited conttemotuy h e i i  concens. 1 annot gïve a 

amplete briefing hem, but 1 bdieve that by putting togetk the namatives as I have, any tourist 1 

ttaveUed with would be f d u  with them, They would llso recophe th- narratives as 

nationrlist narratives of bdonging 1 try to point out the themes that undergMd t h  04 

perspertivc~ king pmented on these tours. Whik 1 recognise thrt thcrt ur counter-nuntivcs 

or counter histories for every narrative presented, 1 do not present them hem. though 1 have t c i d  

to signal (sometimcs in the lootnotes) where 1 know thqr crist. However, 1 hvc not preaentd an 

exhaustive list of counter-hïstotics ot evPn theh counter-cwnter-histories. 



Each of t h  tours in which 1 putiapateû wm orguiiscd by a gmup invdrcd in some 

(anioffirndnising~pojcclsinisrd. WewacWccnto~~whacwewaatddUut the  

contributioris of- in diaspora (though not ircasirüy Uiae of the people on tour) h d  made a 

differenœ in the liva of L r A  Amoirg the hmdeâ projeda were coxnmunijr œnttcs, muniapd 

puks, w.fCT reaerv0i.r pmjects, trcPplurting pojects d wock prqrcb supportiiy innerdty 

Ethiopian teienrigezs, and batterd women and chüdrcn's she!tem for the Orthodox, Thcee 

p- w a e  not nm by state rgeneies but by the Jewiah ntmaovemmentrl 

o r g ~ ~  (and other organisations), but many ovdappcd rqadbilities of the date. 

Nevenhcless, tour putiâpants ~eemed to take less in- in mites where there wrs no 

history told or inionnation given about the rounty a its -le, for example, rt ûeephnting 

sites a i t  loolwit points where plaques of lists of domurs wexe the centre of out attention. The 

tousists were rlso vay a w m  &rit at one point a motk on the tour thy would k .dcrd or 

encouragcd to "give." On one tour, the North American represaihtive d e  the mist.kc of 

q d c i n g  .bout the fund's muiy pqccts on the fird moming'a orientation iruinn, pirimm 



quite a nimkr  of tourists to say h t  Uiy d d n ' l  believe the "pitch" h d  aome so edy! 

The guides are central to my r d  b u s e  it is the narratives that they p~~sented 

(Cohen 1985; Fine and Speer 1985; Katz which f d  the data for my undacrtuidhg d 

how lrnd uid diaspora are represented whiie on tour. &ch of the tour organisations ~ i g d  

an brdi tour guide who wur accompanied by at least one other Israeli and one North A m m m  

representative h m  the same rgency that had o r g W  the tour. 

IrpoirctoeuhdUKLmli-bg+dtoia~d~ddira~dUut.IItout~d~in 

ï m e l m c l l t a o m p l e k t o u r i s m ~ u i d k ü a n i s d b y t h e L s t ~ g o ~ t  inddioai.it  

was often the a ie  that each guide ieceived additionai information from the arguiisuy 

inslitutionUutUKyddtorMypriortothc~w,udh*>mcmdia~p~toauUriv4 

they w a e  taken to some of tht aites h t  we later visit on the tout. 

nie rsmÜ guides w e n  responsible for giving us i n f o ~ ~  ibwt the Isrdi 

hdsupe, p p h  and Wary as w d  as ùiforming us about some of the aintempotuy issues 

k a e b  f&. Two of the Uirsc urignd guides were Istwü-born. Taih on Uw lnwl M Fimd 

(ILF) tour w u  in her midws while Sivan on the kael CÏvü Society Fund (ICSF) tout wre in he 

late 30e. Amie in his 50's guided us on the israd ûevelopment Fund @IF) tour and w.s rn 

American-bom Isriai who had made diph or immigrated to kael in the 191(ls. 

1 n o t i d  -me differenœs in the way that each of fhese @des repmmted IsncL 

Somctimes thrt diÉCcrmn wrs aight, but the cmphasis by those who hid nude pl* such me 

Amie, but .bo other guides such as L.uM and Stephanie (sa? k b w )  was on the uniqumi. of 

b l  a state fiw the Jews. ~ l i ~ r n  guides, indudins Talia, and h a  assistant h i ,  M LndC 

born repfwentrtive d the North Amerian hael Land Fund, as w d  as Sivan, emp)uaecd that 

h l  while ashidy a state of and Eor the Jews ww .Ise a "nomai" state. So, Éor instance, k d ' s  



poliution and t r a c  pobtems were d d b d  in a way that enpiusad the dinuinese h t  

M h p ~ p w e f o r a n y s t a t e , o r w h e n t o u i i n g m " ~ t s "  t h e y d d w  thecmhnd 

design of the aputmmts and the d ü e s  avlilrble lot each "neighbourhd." 

Thae were often silcrpdnc guides m wdl. So. ta example. w guide d the N d  

Kedumim site, burie. is a staff member of the "bibiid -." At Kibbutz Revivim, Stephanie 

who iived on the kibbutz and was part of its "pubik &airs" couunittee was aseigned to guide us. 

The ISCf; was r "study toui' so we someümes had as mmy as six prwentations a dry by 

jowdhb, politiQ.iis. hwyem, aetivbb, and st.ff m c m b  from the grmh 8pWk8.1 was n0t 

~nnpan i ron toaud io t .pc thscpoaod ingsadwhüc Iwu i Ibwd(o~nota . Iw .s i t  

tims vked by i X F  ~ t a t i w s  mt to indude oNin drtcmcnta This didn't dkci the 

rcaearch to the degcee thrt 1 thought it uüght rince the KSF kdi pide. Sivan, grvr me fuîi 

~ n t o d . U o f h e r n u n t i ~ ~ ~ a i b u r , w h c t h c r o n U K b ~ a t ~ d i M E I C n t ~ t e s .  As 

w c l l o n t h c I ~ t w r w e ~ i k d ~ o r t h t s i m c m ~ u o n t h c o t h a t n i n . n d v a y ~  

narratives wese pteecnted. 

On di of the tours, North Americui rrpamtatives d the quiisrtioris accompuiied 

us in Isrwl. They were t h  to'amke sureeveqbody ishappy" rsJemny,oneofmuiy No& 

Amerian repr~dentatives on the IDF tour put it. That is, to mJrc mare tht the tavide were 

siiti~fkd with the orpbation's itinerriy. rcamundatioris, and plually u w d  to promote, 

highlight, or aimpiy pmvide urforni.tion about the organimtion's "good wotlrs." These 

irpnaaihtivw were aometîmes aaked to pc#nt their Parpctives or kmwledge about l a r d  

politics or cultuir while we wexe on the bus or as we w a c  driving t o w d s  a .w.y from r mte. 

Fat example. Kutr, the ICSF's North Antecicm cepmmtative and Jemny on the IDF but 

providecl r good deai of information and background on the fsneli projects and the need to 

support their mqectiv~ organisations. On the ILF tour. the o q ~ t i o n * s  Isneii-born North 

AriHncan rrpte#ntative. Avi, who had ken a Brigadier Cenerrl in the Isnel Dekncce Forces 

unal his m m t  retirement (at 55 yyeus of y) was often put in the position d presenting the 

Wtuy nuntives- AU of UKse gmçy repnsaihtives pacticipated ai n intermittent basis 

howevct.mdmtheend,itwasup toIbtfrwü~d~btodomatdheexphiningadthe 



guiding. 

AUd~tau~d~muugd(odmbpa~dlyuidhdphiliies1tiorishipbmat 

memkrs of the tour g a i p  but each hd theit own p1obkms as weli. Bolh negative and 

aommmts about the tour guide's knowieâge or emphasïs m attitude wodd uiac .nay the 

touri8ts, but dwrys out of aiishot of the guide. Many of the touzhb would m e  to me to 

discuss their aeelings about the tour @de, in part 1 think becluse they thought 1 was studying 

this rspect of the tours to Israei. At the same tirne, hvo of the tour guides, T A  and Sivan, 

dcvdopedarrl.tioridiiptomeasa~wIsndi. Atonepoint,T&whowrrfriirtnkdby 

aome of the touristd rrsponses to hu, spoke to me h t  how difficult it waa to guide Jews as 

~ m p u r d t o ~ w b d t o h . w a ~ t c r a p p l + c i . ~ o i w h t t l i y ~ w . n d w c r t  

f u  ksrr demuding. T A  immcdirtdy d y d  the situation, BtAting that 8he b d h d  th.t 

"dhspa" Jews hrve littk amtd as a "minority" eommunity in North Amaita ro they m r t  to 

c o n ~ g k h . v i o u r s w ~ t i œ y g e t a n ~ t y t o d o a o .  k i rno tha~oc ,S iv rn  

w u  quite o w d  when it was discoverPd a i t  the orgu\iscrs frw, the United States had 

not bmt rmwmed of my rrsaudr by the Cinadian dice rnd that they h d  8 b w n  mme 

ambivalence ibout my putiapation. Sivan, who was wcll-ükd by the ICSF -tatiw ud 

the touM&, came to me immdiately upon heuin6 of this ttihtiori, S e  p k e  to me aa a "hdlow 

W" sryin6 she wondered if the US. ICSF cesponse to me was due to the s ~ e  'insecrrritf 

that .II "diwpora Jews" feJ, but particulariy thoee who am pomotuig an dterxutive agenda for 

hd. Whm 1 mked her to explain what she maint, she sud that she thought Uut Jews in 

diaspora n d  to beüeve in an i d d s e d  ïsraei and that they me da id  to critiche the stite, 

whereas in Isrrel aitiâsms of the state are made fmm a position d power and are ccmsided 

normal- Whrt was inferesthg about these moments was the way h t  the Jewr fmm Nocth 

M a  were said to be expresging a "behaviour" thit d d  be attrîbuted b k i r  "diapra" 

altatus. 

ArnîeandIdid n o t ~ a c h u i œ b s p e i k v e r y m u & o n O i e I D F ~ , ~ I d i d  

d m k p  a dor hkndrhip with one of the ~anisat ion 's  North Amaiean repesent.tivc% 

Jecemy. W e u t t q c l h a u d s p o l t ~ . b a d t b e r i ~ . n d a n ~ p . b a d L w l ( r c W o u .  



Tilding Questions d Identity"). 

AmnrpdrcOmcMyoMdiaingtbefùuldayoftkb. AUdthetauùtswae 

sitting and chatting in a mom owrlooking the Red Sea in EiJat. A nmber of the tourists h d  

prwented us with th& dieetions on the tour and the tau guide8 and ocganîsers w a r  presented 

with smdi gifts. When Amie ud 1 had a bcief moment to chat, he asked me what part of Persiia 

my parents had come hm. Amie did not lcnow my history and had assumed becluse of my 

"physid fatufes" (as he put il) that 1 vas Tersian." When I told him about my history an t h t  

firulday,heaeaned quitetrlsmabackmd wassiknt fortherestofthetime wewt mxt toone 

amthet. 1 didn't undecstutd his mpme a the thne, arpcrirlly kcrube it was cm thm (Dur that 

ddat~ap.ntshdka,~tahd~bingwhoIw.sandwhitIw~doiayaithc 

tour. 1 spdre to a number of haeh  f d y  m e m b  and they Mpd me ame up with at last 

one expluutiaci: Amie, who would have been 8iven "accwity" bahhg for guiding tours in 

Isnclni.yh.vtkcndiaiirkd bythefactthat hehadn'tredidüuta"Prlestiniui"hd km 

onboard! 

Amie, who had .Ise guided an IDF tour in the pa& and wrs known to the agency's 

kael  and Cuuda tcpreaentatives, developed an easy mrinner with dl of the toiirirtr, getting to 

know everyone's  mes and chatting with than whenevcr he could. Tdh and Sivan s p n t  far 

lesa time with the tourists than Amie, going to their IsraeIi homes to be with thai m e s  when 

they could in the evenings, and chatting with bus drivers and other tour guides a tour 

q p i s e m  nther than with the tourists dunng many of the merl times and down timcs. 

AU of the tours in which 1 partiapated were designed and orguiis+d by p d b i o d  

&&of the d W t  fund-raising oqmisltions in North Ammica and in bml, The tours w m  

g a i d y  kn days in kgth. The accommodations were at hur- and fi-& hotek The priees 

rmgd hom -2500 lo C)4aK) which induded airface, trrwl thughout  Isrd, artrance to 

designated sites, mœit meals, and accommodations. The two majacotginiutiau 1 tnvekd with 

h .d ta inp l .nncdTork twcen; rODind lO~ iapu ikddwbomwacmtn la t thenne  



thne. Once in kael, t h e  luge gmup were divided inb d a  gaips of appt0Xini.w 25 (o 

4û mie, d y  divided by municipal mgions .O kt, k example, Jews who h d  travdbd to 

krel h m  Taaito or Montreai were put a busa with otha Tomntonhns or Montremks., Tht 

malier tour 1 participated on had approltinuteiy brty pcüapants who wac drawn nwi areas 

aaioes No& America. 

The itineruies for the tours were sent out k -ch parîkipuit at leret a couple of weeb 

phor to the depuhu. for Israel. Although a general outiine of the tora w u  d w y s  ~3.bk the 

~culr,deliücditinauyw.rno(av.üibleunaldaabUndcpuhirditc. Onc~ylauI 

~ w e M W U w a ~ d T d A v i v : W d J ~ r w d r h ~ h c d Q t y , ( & J c w i r h  
. . christi.n and A n n e n h n Q u u t a s ; a k i i t z ; a n ~ a i a t e ;  theColuiHeighW îhe 

G . l i k c u i e a ; t h e J o r d u i V i l l q t ; a n d t h e N g e v ~ ~ .  Andoncvaytouratlastom 

di@tuympvanmentof f ic l l l ,m&isaauyor ,crb imL~,u idmo~~the  

RimcMUiister,~ura~eld~mespcdipiia(o.ncvrntora~rpcchaitünyk/ha 

pogition on a parti& poiicid a aociai issue. 

The tours on which 1 wrs a participant took phce in late winkr, in spring and in the 

f .U ïachtwrhadathcme= 

To œ l e b r a t e ~ s  3000yeu.nniversuy (ILF t m k  

To celebnte the regionai perce agmmenb and democrcy QCSF tour); and 

To cekbnte ïsrad's AMirrnuy (ïDF tour). 

1 have yrccd not to nune the ~UiiSlCioiis that e p m m d  t k a e  tain and have done 

my k t  to lvcp their identities hidden. But 1 think it is important to desa ik  k*dy w h t  sdi of 

the community quueit ions does, the pqœxs of its fundraising both thioughout North 

Amecica and in Istwi; as well as what i b  coles in Jewislt-munity building uid - d ~ "  - 
Israel relations. Thebe detiils are important as they highlight aidi w t i o r i ' a  niche both 

within North Amdca and in W. At leiist two of theseo~misations are wdl bwmn mthin 

the North Amdean Jewish ammunity. Eich tout oqpnhation pmvided the tourbb with a ict 

of readiqs. The opning H e m  of introâuctioii and wdcome by the organisation d.ff in each d 

tht tours' itincny bodJcts hint at the themes, ccmœrm, and irLtemsts that rrc highii@ed on 



Out organisation's tour. 

Isnel in Uic uau of mourœs, M. and w a b  d-ment prc+zb. Exarpted hwi the ILF's 

"Putiapuit's Guide": 

d e d o p e n t  d kaeh avü mxiety. 1 have iuncd it the tnd Ci*ü Sodty Fund 0. As the 

ICSF's tour "ïtinauy Guide" drùnm. 

[ICSF] hm k e n  at the fwchont d the movancnt to build a  axkty  deâiateû to 
tokrmœ, jurtiœ and phnahan. Now, its e f h b  are even mac iinpntivc (o acik l 
a v i l e i n w h i c h  t h e r i g h t s d c d i a n d e v q a t b n  mrrrpctcd. 
TheSMyTauyou~joiningdhriryaitheoppoauni bgainfir6t-h.nd L knowkdge of the iseun t h t  [w deab with on a  d d y  . Y m  will .Ira have i 
di.ncc to sce the politid and meid miitarts in whirh varieû atiamd initiatives 
operate (P. 1). 

concentrates its fiandtrisin6 efbrts on the dcvcbpment of rwid &ces and couununitiæ in 

k e 1  and in North America. The IDFs "Rcsoum Book" which wrs a part dour tour plduge, 

States: 



The sites chasen by tour cmganisem as w d  as the naratives presented d these sites are 

ammgcd sa as ta 'phœ" Jews, th& histories, and the survivd of their traditions into the social 

body politic h t  constitutes h l  today. Th- narratives beek to locate the Jews as a nation to 

the tercitory that is isra& to show thrt what the Jews have bcought to k a e l  rffirms it as iheir 

own, and to show how the J w s  are a threatened population within a "chlotid' and 

"und~m~cntic" Middle East. They t h d r e  must aecure their manrivai as a nation within the 

~tiondate* 

In what fobws, 1 h a c i  on nunüves of lwrd and Jews' identity thrt are presented as 

"narratives of belonging." Tîut is, the Jews not oniy belong in let.et they have ionged 

h u g h o u t  history to Meng in M. Tht Jews in diaspora ue h h d  to@m not only as a 

nation-the Jews-but rlsowith thekrritory-tkstateotkd-as t h e k b i M i a i u i d m ~  

h& theJews' hisboy, tradition, and the pesait are iinked. Pnscntrtioris h t i n g  the Jews' 

hisîay on the h d  in a minna that Btibüshes this gggraphic spaœ rr exdusivdy the Jews' 

rightfd phce were made: (1) about bibiid and .n&t sites; (2) about Holouust mentotiilising; 

d ( 3 ) . b o u t u i d r r w n d J ~ .  InamethismxthnP"'nting'Return'to0ne 

Nation/One Land." 

In the next chapter, 1 explore the nanitives thrt loclte the Jewd retum to h e l  as part 

of a modanising trajectory. With th& retum, i s d  bemmes a modem date (e.6, Siid 1978; 

Shohat 1989). T i ~ p a  of return rnd redemption infuse nuratiws .bout dcydopment 

pafticuhdy in and u w n d  the Negev DeseiL And, demoaicy, r e a @ d  as ai impat.at 

progressive prinap4 forxns the background for understanding the cumtives that "recogniseu 

Uut non-Jews live withm the stiâ. 1 n m e  this chapkr lanl as MOdcm Nation-stak 

Cclebnting DNPlopment and Demoeracy" 

in *ta Six, 1Mendùig One Nation/- Land: 1 am oon~~n\ed to outJine how it in 

that namatives of belonging are linked to the need to d b d  and senire what is preaented as 1 

-thym mtionstite, arrrounded by ber- Examples indude nuntiws about 1) the War of 



Independen= 2) the Six Day Wu; and the curent Conaicts with 3) LRbuion and Spia. 

In Chapîer Seven, SeCuring the Nation," 1 oramine how the nuntives pnaart 

"eettling" on the M as gecueing the nritiai pYaculuty in 1) theJOtdm River V d k y  usrr and 

2) the Uppr Gdüee ArrL Included in the sedion "Scwing Pesia," 1 examine the 

representations of the Race Agreements in the region, fdlowing the narratives that were 

primdy on repcesenlitions of the perce agmment between Istaei rnd the Pllestinirns, the Oslo 

Accords. 

1 have dao induded di#- of a numkt of tourist "rebistUlœsa to the nuratives 

p-td cm the toum 1 indude tlrcsc in ocdu b indide aumpies not only of the lcvd of 

engagement apericncd by tourM~, but .Ise to anpluaiae that h am mamnhg-mahg 

p a f o ~ e e s  by both the tour guides and the twrists (e.g, Cdren 1419,1985; Fine and Spca 

1985; Frow 1991; MKCinmll1992; Seiwyn 1995,1996; Urry 1990). That is, the latter .R in the 

~ d ~ u i d d c P d i n g h o w m d w h t b n e a i i a g u l u d t y i i y t o a u l p r n s c b o t b d  

the narratives themsdvc~, and of their own pmmd "locrtiod within such narratives and thus 

.Ise "within" the nation. 

Whik~wacmmybitcsdaopiesdCbCnkdonrllthreeotthc~Iuniiotdo 

thcm .II justice hem 1 have dwrsm to focus my attention on Uoa topics th.t are the markus or 

signposSs t h t  forge the conmcüons between Jews in I s d  and th- living in diaspora. These 

topics formed Un bmia fbr muiy amvasations during the a>uree of the touiri a at the tour sites 

and were topia d aonv~~bltion with tourists rftn we had corn brdr home, as weli is in 

ditmsshs  rt community cvrnts and intewiews. 

Wtitten texts (tourist guiddnmks and materiah provided to t o m  by îhe oquiieing 

institution, oftai indudirtg h r d i  government documents), video and audiatrps 1 d e ,  as w d  

as my fieldnotes, were .II m k w e d  when prepuing these aco~unts of narratives on Jewish 

commmity orguiisitionapoiiso~ t o m  of I sd .  



C0-n ta di the tours were narratives that tied the Jews to a bibfid LInd of kael  in 

aich a way that the luidscap kumeordusivdy 188001îed with the J&s bggk and mission. 

Jcws w m  p l i d  into Un M and the M w u  pliad into the J&s history (8oyuin 1992, 

On the ILF tour we were î a h t  to Neot Krdumim, an I L S m p m d  bibliul @en. At 

W e  w m  brought to a dielterai uu h t  dowed us to overbk the rest of the gudma 

bus and out of doors. Laurie told us that 

w e ~ k d W y r t a r y k n g t d i t i a i w h K h g a s b K L t o U w ~ b c g n n i i y o i I &  
Bible, justükethcCudendEdch~ And whatwebdrattheœttingoftheBibk 
whatwe'nlodruigrtisawcietywhere 1euefumenr.Th.t'swhyweh.ve 
trditionsthatarerboutfaming., ~ u t ~ ~ d o f u h a v e p m v n u p a a h i m . n d  
b try b understand why we do what we do ., (uid) why we have oatWi tmdiiam, we 
h.vctopb.drinoraimr~aOnmdIhrYawhyweh.vrthirplrct,bhdp~ 
undemtand, S o w e ' v e ~ ~ ~ ~ t e d h e r e a o ~ ~ t i s ~ p a r i n g b o a i t h e w a l d  
But, in m e  wqs, we have a conncction b u b c  no uutter how muy rem& or haw 
uuny mails, a how many c i tk  a how many buildings you b*ld, if you pluit a 6g 
m, if you plant m olive tree it's to gmw d y  the srmc way it did a)(lO y- 
rgo. So acxne th- never change, Okay. So that's why we'ro hem 

Never devïatM from the bibiid roums. burie linked the pncticee d the luad with the 



b important holidays -Pascmver, b g  B'ûmer, Sukkot -and expredng them in terms 

of the wak on the M. Whethec she was e g  to us about wiid plants, like h y q ,  or the 

prruiiousness of the weither and its effMs on pluited wheat or oüve tm MOS~OUW, it is the 

Jews' t r a d i t i d  or rihaai proascm that are & in the context of this land: 

...A lot of the plants that gai h m  kane rynibols d something in the Bible and the 
hyseop beurne a symbol of monuthy... For example, the exodus ... whcn the IsneLiW 
w anceston, left Egypt, they were told to slaughter a Lmb, and îake u>w blood and 
p. int Ihedoor~roth.t~plyucwddpusovausandauhocucpmdwh.1 
were they eupposed to do it with wrs with a bunch of hyseop and one of the 
interpretations is that they w a e  auppod to mnain hocicst and humble; not too easy 
tortheJeuSmryk- 

the gardeat had been *.uacd by Uw ladi gavicrnment in 1- a d  h t  ambody wmted it.' 

mnpty and m d y  for 'rp.pûnhg'by thosc who are now taking are& the gden.  At mi time 

did Luric's Nrntive make uiy referonce b the hd that hyaop. figr. bonds, whcU and 

cspwrlly dives pew priot to this 'gardeneres" amival. The irony is that this guden's "aopd' 

w m  .Ise UK basis d the Pllestinian paisrnt cconomy pior to the bunding d the rtate ( M o  

Zubi lm; Doumani 1M; Kiir-merhg and Migdal1993). 

Near the end of out visit, burie commentai on the 'unusd quaiitiee of the dive bec" 

which have symbolic meaning for the Jews. She told how in the Jewish tradition, dive o l  was 

u d  to üght the m-ah and to anoint high pics& and üny. And, rhc ap*ind: 

If yw're an olive fumer, and you wmt to piant new olive tffes, you dcm't p h t  the pits 
becauge it talces tao h g ,  you take one of these littk shoots that cornes out of the bme of 
the bnmlt and this is your nart grneration of dive trces. .... YOU eut the shoot, 1 will 
stay fmh even for a few days and you put it in the euth ud it wili atart growing. That 
îs the qecid qudity O€ the dive trre; that it reproduca t h  h these rhm(r -. b 
t h u i s t ~ i m ~ e d t h e s ~ t h r t u e t h e i m r t g e m n t i o n ~ t  Te olivetmeThexeisa 
very niœ verse in... Psalm 128 that smys Tour  diildm are iike divc trees u o d  your 
tabk". This is the next gememticm oi the divt trse. Your natt gamation is dtting 
mnind your tabk And the nid of tlut Pulni uys  Tou shouid œe chiidzen of yan 
diüdren have paceon W." This is the wish, îhe hohop. br ewsyboây; the cmtinuity 
of the gmerations, [and] pem on Imd. This is what we wish and hope tor evaybody 
udth.tmthewahthnIwouldüIrc(ok.vcwdwi~jDymdfrmily,ridpvcon 
Isrnl- 



TO this d.temait, many of the tourists rrsp~nded with "Amen." Lurie's comments prompkd a 

rrbmd R d a m  Rabbi who w u  a pa(iaprnt on an (au and who hd runwwd attentive though 

v y  quiet thmughout Lur*'s actipturd pmenhtioris, to rUe h m  his aeat at this time to say: 

Thete are many homilies on the oüve and ocie interesting one: just as tk oiive has to ôe 
beaten behe  the oil rises b the top, BO the Jewish people s u e  petsecution but 
ulonUtely, dcrpite evesything ... WC r k  to the top, to which I a n  d y  5 M. 

Larie m d  muiy of the tourists were thrilied with this int-n. It not only reïnfocœd much 

The nost widdy mqpid d the muiy bibiid and uiQait nuratives Ih.1 üi* the 

but in Je& and non-Jews' popi lu  imrignrkiai d lrwl - pir(ly kuw d its popilYuibon . . 

with the movk "M.sld.", putty kuua it is ueeâ in ad-ts fw b.vd to Isrwl - this site 

orgUÙ8Ltions hrd opthai tours to MIsrda avrilabie, and .II the touiists who hrd neva ken to 

Masada took these t a a a  in this way, despite the fKt Uut M a d a  wm mt on d of the hcafici.l 

itinenries, Masada generated muiy discu~ions ~moiig the touriste on dl of the tours. 

1 have been on guided tours of W a  in times plst and 1 bund the IDF premeni.tion 

of the Masada story was much like the 0th. We remched the mounhin's top by tiding on the 

w l y - b d t  f\w* Some tourizûs were quite m o u s  fiw as we dimM highet and higher. 

the wnid and (y- min in the desert is u n u d ! )  aWt and mayed the vehide. Stiü the 

excitexnent was paipbie and, once at the top, -one wmted to go off ai his or ha own 

diredionandbdrattheaavateduain A r n * ~ t o g a t h e r u s u n d a a r r n ~ t e c u e a -  



this time skltaing us from the aod rain - uid began by teUing us that the name Maida  "simply 

pesiod of " H d  the Great", describai as a "Roman puppet kader," a "king," "paranoid," a 

"strange Mlow," uid a "great buiider," Amie told us that Herod built M I s d a  as a possible 

thexnael~ee, At this point in Amie's t&g, one tourist srid t)r word "suiade." Amie 

immcdutdy v n d d  to this with: Who Wd suicide? [ft was a] XMSS d d  and W g  r t  

But, d w e  than aplrin this oormtiorZ Amie bld us we wouid have to wait to heu 

site. As we s t d  within the rerorisüucted waüs of the "synagogueD, Amie &id us he h d  

A f e u  y- ago my son had his Bu Mitzvah, hem .,.. mut when] he nd his To&. 
he w.s ~ b ô i n g  dbows with thoeeJews from M d r .  ïhq wcre wearing Phylrcraiee. .... T'bey w e ~  wcuing payer shawls axlo yem ryo. And 1 mid to him: Son, 
deâde w b t  you want to do with p u r  11EC; as W what definilion IpU C I K X > I C ~ ~  JCW. 
But today you take one commitmenk that you pam cm the Torah, the word, to the next 
genencion. The minute the link is bmkcn we'te fiiiiaied, like the Edomifes, the 
Mabites and emyoiie A. We'U just sinipiy disrppait 1IliL is bden]. That*s 
put of tk mauiing of Masada. Thy wcrr peopk who beüevd in the Jcwidi Mdyk 
T h y m r y h v e h a t r r m i r t a b u t t h y w a i t b l h c c n d ~ t h t ~ w . r a i l y  
onewaybhandthat was@hewayo€aJmuid t ~ l u v e n * t ~ a i i t h a t  
mudi, 



J w r  in the pia. He had donc a within thc w& of an mcient synagogue, imôuing his words 

not only with its o . c d m s s  but ùao with thc maniryfulnesr d Jwd pracüarr around the 

wodd. But .e imQorturtiy, uii. 'ordinarya ptwtiœ, was n»v phcd  into the context of a site 

mvdoped with a Iond of mystique and mau*nbm, with evay Jew bein8 d e d  upon to 

After we had visited the Roman brths, storerooms and other sites on Masada, Amie 

W h y  he h d  c)iosm to d d k  the k t  drys of the d t s  re a murda and m t  a d a d e .  He 

Acooding to Amie* the Jews wem not happy with ELieær Ben Yiu's pioposrl that di the &ts 

leaders made a decwicm. At this point in the narrative, Amie retumed to the tourid's d e r  

comment driming that t h e  had been a suicide rtop M a d a .  Amie forahilly nunted hie own 

Hem and, in their last breath, they died as fieeJews. The bottom Illie hem.. [it was] mt  
suicide. 'Le bottom line here is not murder. It is the desire to resist a er empire 
W g  their will upon you, They wanteû to die as f&e Jews.... [Suicide? "P Th.t*s mt it- 
[It wasl rcsistuicc: the sarrll agUnst the luge (uid] the just rglina the wicked. It 
happais m muiy piam and these were the people Uut todt their lives, brsed u p  tlut 
undastrndhg of who they wem Bain as Jews* [they] died is Jmm For that remm w t  
ustdb-notsomuchtd.y-swauinowumOUIPddivisionhae.,tdl~ddicrs] 
that thq are the continuation d the k t  d h d s  at W.. Ihy were the end of the 
Second Commoriwedth. We are the mw independent state. Thy u e  dehding îhe 
date as thtme aerlots died hem on Masada. î h t ' s  the connccüoii, W e  eay "Masda 
auii mt fdi ryin." It*s a little Jewbh purinoir bearisc thùys havwtt duiyed mwh. 
W e k  the minority in a wy tough neighbouhod. W e  have large ammtcits 
~tanid us. W e  have Saidam H d  who, in one day? crn tip the worid this way a 
thtoCherw.y,justlikdhat Onepisoninafoughnei@boududanhunawfd. 



pteeent. From the prst to the piesent, Jews' livea u e  mukeâ by cebellicm d sesistance to 

pditiul powers in th& quest far autonomy and froedom. While he pmented one of -y 

On the Iml Lnd Fund 0 tour, T.li  prrrnted us with the b i i c d  tale of Jahui in 

the V r l l y  of Ayilon, a vdky we were drivuig h g h  in order to get to 8 W h g  

ceremony in the Negcv Dcsert. Linking bibiid and anciait storics to more contemporuy 

exunples of the Jeus' ~ûu&, T& mmageâ ta draw out attention to this rite as a site of 

~.TheV.UyofAy.lon,asr matterdfad, is thephceof lotsuid bofblood 
poumi- W e  kmwP [in the] second ~enhuy B.CE, when Judah Maabkc w= on his 
waytoJenrorlnntofightthe Assynins, hehadtofighthiswrythroughthe~alleyof 
Ayrlon, ka- it is cm the way to Jenisllem.... 



In israt times, in 1917, it was Cawril AUaiby. the B n b h  Cenerd AUaiby .- who h d  
to @ht the Tiulu har m the 8.W of A y h  .- And dushg the War of tidepenàenœ 
therewereEaubattksthattookpliœhac, TbydfiüeduidthbiswhyUuV.Uy 
dAy&nwasap.cùageüutwenotpotdbrnL ItwrrputdNoM.o'sLand,md 
we muid not go to üuough the Valley of A y k  untill%7". 

Tdh, namin8 a number of biblicai, rncient and ceœnt heroes of the Jews - Joshua, Judah 

M.ubee and Cenariai Allenby -and scttllig each into the iandscape, desaibed the V d e y  of 

Aydon ur a p l i e  asdatecl only with the Jew's stniggle for rutonomy. Important in this 

her dbow the paiod of the Patrhrchs, David and the Temple. The ihoulder of ha other um 

rrpesaited the deScnidion of thc Tempie in the year 70 CE; her eibow. the 'rcturn from aileœ in 

On the h a e t  Dewlopment Fund (DF) tour. there were a numkr of people who did 

not u n d u  the tour guide's historiai demncing and .Aer muiy mked me about it, 1 todr it 

upon mysaf to ~k Arnie to explain it to tvayone. Hc u w w d :  

... 1% been tiuowing out time p e r d s  and I l l  ûy to do [a] eimpk (atphmtion],, 
Cmi.nite piiod. Thy were UK ociw inhabitants of Lnd. .- So, the Cuuuiitea 
formtda~dst.gepcople. Thyweseuisidetheluid~3300yeeraBCE. Notice 
the dates i'm hiking now about Jcwish historiai dtes. BCE, which is Before Cornmon 
Era. - (With the] conquest of the Isnelites in 1250, ...the Canamite [period cnded]. 
M Inwk period, Kings of is& tmm that time priod 1000 Ba up untii the 
dcstntction of the- first Tempie, BabyIonims 586. Seumd Tempk period up un&. 70 
CE... And, fmn then on himds, it's simple. It's Romans, it's Roman Byzmtim, it% 
Mudim. Crusaders* Mmduks, Turks, Brits, and we're on to the pmsent. 

This penodisrtion ofkaei's d y  history was b a d  primariiyon bibi id urcnai: "Cuuurœ,'the 

~ t e s w .  Tanpk paiod". etc &pnd the ûiblid period, tk W w v  on thaœ who 



mon. Tlut & th- wur no mention of the ps~plcs who l ivd in the region, ody nirntiv- of 

the "occupation" of the îand by successive invadem. 

On the ICSI: tout, refaenoe wrs o h  a h  nude to uchre0logia.i sites whae findings 

'pn,vedw the existence of the Hcbrew or Isnclite tribes in the uer. While travelling in the 

ihr~u& the brriclite, Roman, Crusades, Roman Byimntïne, M.ai.luk Ottomrn and British 

periods. Note that except for the Isrielite P m d ,  these aas  ue repmmteà in tenns that -est 

that the luid hm been "ampied" until the mrcturn" of the Jews a d  that "P.kstini.ns" or 

dknc ing  "system" that m a b k  hose who, by locusing on the occupiers. a n  thm negkct to 

speak about th- peoples or "nations" who have tontinwusly Lived in the ulcsi. Of anuse, it is 

not musual fa uehamlogists too to narrate the past in an order th.1 is idaitified with a 

p e &  w K s  histoy (Jones 1997; Kohl and Faweett 1995; Süberman lm. k c h m d q î s t  

Kath White lw 0996) yues that kd's  history is limited by the bibihl uehada@ul 

d Nd* Abu Ei-Haj show that natiaulism rb Un yenda (a the Ifdt.4oiogid 



h ~ t i o n p n c t i 0 e 8 b . m t U N M & d t h C q i o n d i n h b i t r n t . u i ~ u d i ~  

wry k t  *>mc hidones rimplydtippar. Thesenuntives 'locite" the j e w s u d  cm&ged th81 

untii theiz "retum," thae have been peopkr "ocarpying" the iand nther than ùihibiting it. The 

distinction is important for it suggests the otpnidty, or Monging, of the Jews to the land. In Ous 

way, "othef' histories are hidden by the dominant diacwrae that aitutes Jewish and biMial 

history in the region. 

But whether or not the Jews are indigemms to the Land of isnd is rnother complicated 

matter. Whik#imtdhirdthco~ugucthritthctcl.tio~pdthcJtwsfoIsrridhrsbeen 

denmdbyadctan~nthcrthrntaritai.ldirrpoiicism,thyrtillmUnt.inthttharm 

dao an authochthomw or ïndipmas dationdiip to that eune luid (e.6, Boyuin and Bay& 

1993). But a doa mdiq d the populu and pubüc mtioml nmrtiv- do not mgpt 

indig-; r d  t h q  -est that whik îhe Jews m ~ y  not have bsrn thcrc "ûrst", the Lnd 

is~ku~#itwm"chosen~~fhcm~dthywm~choscn*toliveonit. Andin- 

seculu tenns, they are the hd's oldest living muvivom. This suggests that if r p u p  & thc 

"CMunites" iud "survivedu, it might be thar lrnd todiy. I n d d  this ceabation miy expiain 

the dieippuanœ of and d ~ t m i ~ t i o i i  of the "othas" who iiw in hael ud why such 

~ t t i t i ~ e ~ ~ s i a v i v ~ m n \ . y ~ t e w h c n t h n c i s a d o n d  Jcwsbauintunoert.in Jcwirh 

pnctices of survivai. 

This stmtegy oblitentes locll histories and mor#,ver, it helps to bunc what -le 

might actullly "ad' as thy tour the country. Far exampie, when Sivan d&bd the 

atch.edq@d finds in ~mrthern Calilec as %kmonic C.W%he p h d  the ûnds within a Jewiah 

historieal frrime of derence to Solomon, a when Amie dUmcd that the "tancingn - a process 

of building stcpped waiis that prevents soü aosioa on hiUy dopes - we sce .nnind us "ames 

tight out of the Bible. This [ia the] Judean mountrins and dl of our a@culhit.l kstivds and iaws 

corne out of this luid," he mglctted to orient the toruists in suât r wry that they d d  'ad thrt 

the peopk "terracing" the h d s  in the uea are P a k ü n h s .  It ie thqr w b  hve maint.ined this 

@ce in this rru and yet t h q  are made to disrppear. Nmning the acea the Tudain 

mountains" dao rdums the past nune to this phœ m the preea~t. 



On dl of the tours, Jenisilem was central to the nuntive of the aiertion and 

bet0me8 mdonymic of the J b s '  past and cetum to IwvL 

Each iünemy inciuded a tour thiough modern "West" Jerusalem as weii as the wakd 

Cnd City. W d  Jenadcm is the site d modern kaeh institutions swh as the Supicme Caut the 

Knesad, the lanl Muamun, the Hebmnr University; modem (French Hill, Gilo, TdpOt) and 

Yehudi Street, King Dwiâ Sb&, ad Nahdat). W e  were .bo takm to rites ni- 

important milituy vicîorics in Ur uei (see Wou). On no taur wac WC tJ<m b œe the 

ciumpk, as WC ârove into Jcrusrlem La the hct time on the i u r d  Devdopncnt Fund ta?, 

Amie explrincd the importance of the city for the Jews in this wiy: 

Nowmuyo(hapeoplehoidJendunsad. FortheQvistUnsitis[.bait~tklul 
w d ~  in UK Me of Jeai. in jmiailem. Howevu, they have 8L(hldwm. Nuirr(h. [ad] 
LamanyC.thdi~),Romcmdo(hcrahrinesdaMdthewodd. ThcMuliauhdd 
JCLU61)Cm u d  kaur of Mohammd's ~ g h t  m., Tby Jio h v c  Medina and 
M~cains.udiAraôiaoholyaties. WwhenitannestotheJeus, .~there'~dyan~ 
holy aty, and that is Jemulem. And d k e  many people8 . n ~ d  the w d d ,  we bok 
Jesumkrn with us. We caildn't physially visit, we couldn't get et.... b uauid the 
Pamtmct Sder rt the end of the Çeda... cvcy Jew, whethu they iive in Sweden, 
P o h d ,  Mocuxco, Kurdistan, or in Yemen, they ended the Pasrmver, the exiie stoiy. the 
driveq stocy, with fierdom in Jerusûem. That wm the w;'sh of the Je people. 
Thece vcy k w  dhws in the wald, or people, that take cith with than. 

continue to îive and who have lived in the city over the caiturîes (cf. Ben- 1996)- 



Later when Am* apLuKd why the fùul p y e r  in the Pasaover Seda - "Nat year in 

J m "  -hm km duiyeà in lrrrd b "Next year in the rebat Jerusalem," he attributcd the 

diange to the fact UUI the Jews now ûnd 

...the Wd is uamd us, the buiidings uound us, the kids in the the ubIs, Ben 
Yehuda Street. This is Jexwaiem, As  Oie Prophet h i a h  pphesised: ...ah 
desttuction,.ftet 'on, will we heu the chiidilen's voiees in the streets ance again 
ami ümt w b t  it is?-t, 

Thus the aty'e non-Jewbh inhabitants do not arist. It is as though Jerusaiem was thete to be 

Wrni h m  whomever wrs living thae and "cetumedm to the Jews who eddy and legitimatdy 

the Jewr Reitenting th* nuin point and linlting Jerudan to dl Jawd identity ud histoy, 

Amie siid: 

Amie hished this nanative just as we reached the laokout point on one of Jenislkm's 

mountùns, Mount Scopus. We ail dimbed out of the bus and as we looked mer the âty, M e  

led a fcrrst. On the Isnel Land Fund tour, a mbbi who was on tour with us kâ s i d u  toast. 

ThatwacLhiauitaestingdemcntsin Amie's t e  1) theJcwsdthepastwmdonnectd to 

thoaedthcp~~2)JL~setqe(haua'popk:uid3)UKJnvrwcrrakbnCd.s 

" ~ h W u d u d & d ~ d U m e w . s a u t 1 6 a t h c ~ n l i n u c d m ü a u y d ~ d ~  



1 want you to jwt take one moment. ThinCr of your immediate faniiy or po6eibly Uwiet 
who uc not hem with you nght now -mi* your chiidren, nuybc y a a  parents - who 
are not here with u r*ht mw- Inylr are] spiritrillly bar with y-. And nnmnber 
i & d ~ k n d c n o f ~ ~ w i h ~ l ~ w h c ( h a ~ ~ h t i n ~ r ~ ~ i n ~ u i o ~ ,  
whetha they fwght in the cwp, wheUIcr thy hught in the h d i  Aimy [or the] ... 
[hrdi û e h œ  F m ]  pilob... If thefd kni amund fifty y e m  40, m r y k  b y  
would have been written in a compktdy diraacnt way. W e  are one M y .  We are on 
people. Thisisoneaty, ThisiSou19". together. 

In this wry, ciùms to Jetusalem were both sacrakd and m. 
in addition to the d.ims to Jecusdem as the spicituai and traditionai centre for J h s ,  on 

the N tour, Um w.s a a p t d  opportuNty to akbrate Jerudeda XMByem biilMiy. But we 

the Old City, or m m  in the b e s ~ &  Ratha, this œkbmtion took piaœ on Ammunition Hill, the 

site of the J0rduii.n ômkem in the Sir-Dy W u  of 1%7. Hundrcds of -tu had bun aman@ 

in the pack to hm a hdf &de in front of r uîage .nr, dt.mrticdiy lit by t h  for the evening 

aremony. Songs and folk danoc8 w a ,  perbrmcd and the qdcem that night induded ILF 

dignituia and govanmcnt oHitirle, inùuding the deputy maya of Jerudem. One O€ the lmt 

W e t h t ~ c d c b n t e t o d . y a h d i d a y -  ~is)ahdidayofthemanifiationof 
JmmkmEot29yeue. B u t w h r t i s 2 9 y # r s i n t t w h i b ~ d ~ â v ?  Thiscity,acity 
ofpc~c- I t i s a t r u c h r t o y w i t h t h t ~ ~ m r p l e u i d  Jenarlcril Thuttheonly 
aty h t  Jewa mvier M. In the whok tûstocy of the JCWibh people, Jews w a t  living 
bmnexnkcing J e r u d e m , n o ? o n i y h , b u t w ~ t h e y w e s c  AndIkücvr 
h t  mmy dyou ~ir with US to&y O* of O- ~.#m: Beuuse Jausikm is 
the bemtîng head of Jewish [people]. It's r aty of happ- and a eity of -W. It'r a 
City that witnemaî, in its s t d ,  kingdoms [ ~ n g ]  and f-. , But it is îhe &y that 
wis dways the capital of the Jcwish p o p L  My m t i o r i  w u  1 to libmte 
Jenisrikm. Twenty-nïne yaus q o  - young people thoqht to ïikrate ausdem.. And 
wed,  ~ , ~ b e r t h e a o n g ~  

9 
o€Cold"] and whauver we hsud it on 

thtndioduRngthewuIbeketliltrllofueh.dtcusin[our]yea W e û ~ ~ u l d  
remcmk (the soidicrs] making it podeiMe f a  us to be hem in the unïîed Jausrkm and 
remember thern wayday, not only today. And we ." promise to kecp Jausrkm and to 
keep it d e -  

On tour, it was the Old City that the tout putidpuits were most exated to sec. 



the saute route - h m  the Armenian Quarter through the Jewish Quutet, through the Christian 

9ii.acid.lomthepriphayofUKMwhQwi(cr-on.LId(hctours. IntheArmesian 

Quark, we wac t d d  about the histary d the Arawalln Christian institutions in the s u d  

quader, as weU as the Turlgsh nussacre d the h e n i u \ s  in the 1920s- W e  were trkcn into 

md gift  shop on each tour and told that the Aimcniins in the mes are famou8 for theu 

âistinctively païnteâ pottery. The Christian Quartet tours indudd waiking aiong part of the Via 

Dohoeu, the f.mous mute of the ~~dfixion, ie w d  .s a brief tour through the Ch& of the 

HdyScplldito. ~ ~ 1 1 1 1 y , w e o n ) y w . U c c d ~ a p . r ( o f U l c m n l o ( ~ a o c i b i y U r  

peripherydthcMuaümQuula. WewereneverWratotheboüedMu~îtsrinJccu61JcII\. 

UicDomcofthcRoJr.ndIhc~l~~~pucsin1&plai.iabwmn.sAlHrnn,Alsh.if 

(OC Nobk Suictuuy) and the Temple Mount. 

On i(1 of tht tours, it wrs the Jewirh Quutcr that thrilkd moet p p k  most d the time. 

Situatecl in the mutheaskm of the Oid City, moot of the orynJ buildings and diops m 

the.rer~~ipcithcrdemdis~rndrcbuil tamodctnibcdinthemrssivr~ct#,nuid 

restontion of the uea t h t  o d  after Isnel's 1%7 vidory. The hutifiution of the uea 

stand8 in a~tnst  to thc oldcr, aowded d u n r e c o m  Muelim, Christirn and Armeniul 

quartem. TkJewiah Quuter is whdly JewbhY and mdud- diop, îi* quntm, 

uduedogicd "nrins", yeshivot or religious seminuies, and the holiest site, the Western a 

WUling Wd p h -  

On euh of the twrs, we waikeâ through the iiving quartem of thc Jewish Quuter, and 

sioppd at several cxc1vated sites labellai '"Semmd Tempk P d "  as weli as at qmagasies that 

had ken destmyd by the Jordmian h i o n  (accordhg to the Iabeis) m the leLs w u  but whkh 

have s i n e  1967 been partidy rebuilt. These synagogues were rt up as aitdan mweums and 

mernorials the "befcjce" and "H phobpphs and narrations d g  aa remindm d the 

Wu of Indcpndence" and Un d a n p  of lilt kt the Jeus under h b  rute. At ther destiibyed 

16. A 1 9 8 1 I i r r ü S u ~ ~ n i l i n g p r o h i b i h , ~ c ~ . f i r i m b u y i n s ~ u i t h c J c w i r h ~ d  
the OCd City djàudan 



guides w d d  take the oppodunity to commmt on the difierences ktween A t h  

ud W. Anb ledm d o w  Jnvish institutiocls to k destrayed whik kdi leaders proteet .U 

leligiow institutions - ChUrches and mo8qUe8 -within kd. 

We ibo w d k d  dong w h t  is caiied "the Grdo," an exavateâ "main street" h m  the 

"Bpntine'" period, which hm now been trdormed Uito a wide main tharoughaie hed with 

ceamshded Byzantine columns and a Judaica boutique rree, and wfüch is locrtd rtoceys 

Wow the main living quarters. 

Oncrchdthetourgwewerrt.Isat.lrmtotheWUliiyaW~~W.U AiaorriUsd 

thcKotd(hH&rm)this~om~thcm~~dofJcwiaisites(~S~-Pcirzmd 

Coldbesg 1994). In Jewiah tradition it is the Wall of the Çeeorsd Tanpb and iî ù the site w h m  

Jcmhnna>antopnyisw~~toI.mmtamw.irthcnntudrcadtcmpk.'dcstniction~ 

The p h  uea immcdi.tdy in front of the wrll is divided in mach a wry rn to q u a t e  mem and 

b o y . h w i w o m r n a d ~ .  ThehrgestirsiisrrraindIwwonhipùyllUkbV Almostdd 

the tour putiapanîs rpprorched the Wail when there wur m -ty to do m. Some h d  

writkntheirownnoteutopiaceintheawicesof t h e W d  whikotherscarridrmterthybd 

km @ v m  by friends and famiiy. 

Diammione of the apirihul impatince d the pl- h o w m ,  w- kept to a mùiinium 

and wae not highly rcligious or ritulliscd. For example Amie h g h t  h g  m e  poems, not 

scriphirr la m d .  On the ILF tour, a long Jerusakm Dry mudi throwh the modem city markin6 

Jawrkm's 5000* Birthday culminated at the Wdl. But once in the p h  thm wcrr m 

dimmsbms and mort of the tour participants left pria to sundown, cetunkg to th& h d  

rooais to mue for the Sabbath dinner nther than wait to l ista to Isnd's Chid ILbbüute and 

oth dignituiee who had prepad welcoming cemarks 



On the ICSF tour t h e  wm iittle time spent at the W d h g  WIU. Siva the tour guide 

gave a wy brief history d the importance of Jemdem for Jewd warhip (u .bon). Howeva. 

it wrs on this tour that we were trten to the Wcsteni Wall Tunnel- 'This tunnel r nurow 

corridor from thc W.iüly Wall's piam dong the Mushn Quuter's w d s  and into the Mus& 

Quarter. This w d  "divides" the Jewish Quuter fmm the Muslim Quuter. Some Jcws teoogriize 

it as a mcred site clahhg that the wdi dong the hrniiei is the w d  of the Jews' mcient S a n d  

Temple Mount. The Western Wdi  hinnd is a c a n t r o v d  site for it is &O unda the Muslim 

Quuter,mdthcM~d.imüutexava~inthe.rryrtruchurllywcllIeri,thcMrulimhdy 

dtes (Al Harun Al Shuit) "rbavic" thc tunnels (ct Aimdnmg 1W; &nVClWfi 1% Goidberger 

=m. 
E v c n w i t h i n t h c W c 8 k r n W . U h i n m l s ~ ~ o r y m d ~ m u l r r d a t t h c  

site That is, the kbels wcr, drawn not fiom M h  digiom uzitings a kaditicme; th- am no 

p i i m s  or rabbinid st.timcn& but ointpie s ï p s  such r the wattrance gate b the Tcmpk 

Mount" a a 'medievd b.scmcntCL. 1 ex*, though 1 un't k Qtiia. th.t a rrÿious (our would 

have kd to ditEant Lrinds dapLnrtions by t a n  guide3 as w d  as prtup euiphinl mdiiys. 

T h e ~ t r o v w s l l l a t . h i s o f ~ ~ b m c o n k m p o ~ . r y p o i i ~ w m ~ i n O u w r y  

difdmnt tour guidas d d d  the tunndd importance- On the K 9 - a  huid owrided by 

many b be in the peace camp - Sivan, the tour guide did not diow us to w.Us thmu@ the 

tunnels, ie&g Uom the W d  Fima and i n b  the Musiim Quuter. Ratha thm wdk atraight 

thrr>ughthetu~&neuthecxit bthcMw~Quuter, wewereturnedrmundand wewere 

.SM t ~ ~ ~ o u t w a y b r d r t ~ t h c ~ t r ~ œ .  ~ s p u t d o m w d k t h r o i y h ~ M + U  

on the KSF tour we h d  been tikon to sce the Western Wdi T u d  "exit" whidi wm guuded by 

anny and security per#mnnel. 

So whik w u t i t i e s  b sauaiise these sites amse, they waic kept to a minimum and 

vey Ecw detds d the Jd Spirituai pnctices in, or the spirituai sisifiance OC thast qaces 

were presented. It wrs thus nationai cather than teügious narrati~tiocis that we wtze 

presented with at theae sites. 



Thus while Jeruidem wrr da<iy dcnnd as the Jewd spirituai centre, much of the 

discoune on the tau. abut Jausrilcm c o n d  the d ud politid *ce that Jaurrlem h a  

phyed in israei@s and the Jews' histary. 

In the next subeection, 1 examine the meniori.lisrtion of the Hobaust on the tours. 

The Jews' h e r o h  and wurage mcognid md mcmoriaüsed at these sites. These themes 

pmvide r continuum h m  the bibiid and ancient narratives îhey rPcogniee the e n d e  

quaiity of the Jeus' h o p  for th& rchini to their *a cm this Land (Friedhnder and Çeligman 

1% Huidelmrn 1990; Handeùnan-Shungu 1997; 1986,1993; Young 1993; Watz 1997). 

1 hclude the Hdocriust mcmorirl nuratives in a scctiori of the chrpter entitled 

the Holocrust, and of non-jcws who d them, and decmphrsised the victhinatiorr d thr 

Jews. Yad Vmkm, or thc Mweum of the Hdocrus! and Hem- wrs aet up by a k w  of the 

Isntli Kncseet in 1953. Situted on Jenisrlem's Mount H e d ,  the amplex is put of what is 

~ R e m c m b n n œ H i l l , s i t e o t ~ d y t h e m ~ o f t h c H d o u ~ u r d H e r o i s m b u t O t  

ïmei's N l o o d  CcriHky and the tomb of visionuy and father of Ismli Z h i m ,  Thcoda 

Henl (Young 1993)- Awociated with the M~~seum of the HdocPust and Hcroibm prc the Avenue 

of the Righteous Gentiles, the Warsaw Ghetto PI.u, the Vdey of the Dcstroyed Cornmunitics 

and the Childien's Memoiiill. It is fbr this reason that, Mount Henl  and Ranunbcanœ Hill are 

ail mphysidy" uid 'aymboiicdy ~oMected," Amie explrintd. 

nie premttations on the IDF tour and the I i F  tours fi;ocusecd on the haoium of the 

people resisting the Nazis md the hemism of those who founded the date dtu the devastation 

of CIO many communities in Eutope- Often it was implied that this œkbmtion of hemhm d d  

d y  k appreciited in hi, where Jews are the aujaity- As we stood dong the pap.th leadhg to 

the Wuslw Ghetto Plaza, Amie exphineci: 

Unlike many Hdocrust muswms chat we have in Washington, Lm hgdes ,  Miami 
u d m r y k ~ i n C I i u d a , i t h . e a d i f l e r e n t o u ~  ItLîhecmlypLatinthe 
wodd where it is the Jewish p p k  aelling the day of what hippncd lo tk J d h  



peo* hom the Jewish standpoint. It is n d  a mrecum ia i country when? Jews ue not 
the nuprity,. 

Amie impM that the muaeums of the Hdocrust outside the a.tc of hl, in Washington 

(LüenOul1997), for example, are v a y  much about the victimisrtion of the Jews in Europe nthes 

than a akbntion of sunivil and resistanœ. This is Mt a graveyard ... This is a mernorial 

made to respect the victims and honout the haok , h h d  [and Auschwitz in pli<icdu] is a 

œmetery and i pvyud...." in intetpipting the d e s  f0i us, Amie emphu*cd not d y  the 

the Mumam d Holoc1ust and Hcloism there is r i q e  lour-put sculptuftd m d  Uut Amie 

ïhis is the p h  of heroism. 1 told you this is Lsnd. Thc herocs are importuit to r 
youq Jimish nation. Tky still are important to t h e  who -ped hnn the camps, 
thoae who h q h t  in the ghetto6, those who blew up aemrtoriums in the umps rt 
Auschwitz- Bùkmow,, One d [the m t o r i a ]  is blown up by a k w  womai fmni 
ouide the amp. , And this püLr, straight up, mpresents strength.... Again [this is 
fw]aywngcountry. Lhisisamcmori.lbouthcroes~thattimepciiod. 



H-, in I s t 4  the heroea aiso indude non Jews. There are ove  6,000 dedication piaques and 

Cuob hccs pirrnted, inciuding aie foc the famous Oemr Sdiindk, Jong the Avenue of tht 

Rightcais Gentiles. Why Camb brrr? Amie tdb us: "You eut them down, îake out the he, 

On the IDF tour, Ony (see ProLilee, Wou) one of the putiâpants, dood Mbre a tree 

dediated to the Rightgus Gentile who hd aecured h* famiiy'r d e t y  a Europe. He told us the 

...b word] "Hokœaust" ... ia [a] word [that] is mtt of t h w n  uound. is a] 
Cwbod*n Hdocrust, a Rwmdan Holacid, [and], [an] coolo@ul Hdocrust. [But] 
6r*nd..'Hdocrustœisartprioddtime. H o l o c a u s t w a a a i l y [ ~ a t ] a a c p o p k  
k t  were Wntten down for a finai de& wlutioii. wis] ody ocœ. That w a r  
~ w h o w a t l c i l k d r n d ~ w h d h o m o # n u l r ~ n ~ p a n d o t h a p o p k - w h o  
said, "listai these people wae Irilkd," Truc, Fm not piryiry thit down at ail, but 
only one pcopk [and] oniy one ethnie group had a atamp of de& (and] d .Mihil.tion 
ad, that was theJews,. 1 don't want to cy about it. Peopie siy, "Well he's 
[What about] the gypsh? You don't hem about than2 [And, "Whrt about the ] 
twdtn milliori Rumians [who] died in the W d  World War?" [But] thrt'e not the 
point. Only theJmr were put on an indwtri.liscd dm& madunc, fK>m the minute 
t h t [ t h y ] w ~ â n g e r e d a t h a i t r a J ~ , ~ t u p b U i o r l u t m o m a i t s .  -1 
Hdocrust hrppcncd to the Jews and when you mix it in with tribal wrtfue, [or) with 
c(hnicdc~~-which.rrut.stmpha~dhonibk-ithrcr[thcmciniiy~ -Wt 
partirulu tirne period and what happened to out people. 

Again, the anphrsis was not on the victimisation of the Jews pw se, but on the uniquentss d the 

Jeus' atpstience as a -le. In the use of the Hoiocaust, they were hgeted fa 



in a wry that no o t b  p u p  lus  apa*nced. Amie's ùaim that the H d o u w t  was 

Jews as a people. This p n p c t i v e  is in v g  with a bng iine of thinking within Jewkh 

trdition that thue is a -te teîedogy that is unmxkà to the Jews' *choeemesn. Whit 

hppens to the Jews is m t  to be re.d in "nonnai" historiai terms but nther within the fnming O€ 

the Jews u Cod's choeen pople (Fackenheim 1W8w; d Maunis 1967). 

Although m>n d the taur guida went into the dctU* of the Holouwt, ad, rs the rise 

trinsta inb Lban and dath camp, (di put of Uw niin Mubcum's exhibition), an the IDF tour 

in this dQ8Qipticm, the mutder of the Jews is prrsenteà rs r weli-pturned and wdl4esigmd 

p œ ~ 6  that had not d y  tugeted r population, but had t&rgekd cwn ib m t  vulnenbk 

The path hding to the Chiidrem's M«norul waa ümd with brokai stone pülus which 

aduithoad. Wdkng thmugh Oie Chiidren's M c m d  Mrweum br the aeccmd time on the IDF 

eyes to aâjust and ît wis  then that I began to see the fi- flrmes of w h t  lodrtd like 



hundreds d undies alI -und me. Though 1 m d i d  that it was i simple mino- effkt i h t  

aeited the illusion of r, maiy undies, it was ali my struyely uyd* uid 0-helmingly md. 

A womui'r voie crilkd out i child's niune, hislher age and whae r/he w.s in Enghh. 

Hebtew and Yiddish. Dedicrited to the estimateû one and a hdf million children iisted as victims 

of the N d ,  we w a e  told that it t h  this tape, running h m  8 am to S pm, 22 m o n h  [on 

another tour 1 was told it trLPa aeven y-] to ampiete ite cyde of naming. Whik it had taken 

lese than a minute to wdk thn,ug)i, bng dter leaving the mm, the images and the voice 

hrunted me. And 1 wrs not &me. On both tours, #imc of the îoitrieb wue overcomc i t  this 

poui~rndt1thcrthrnm~1libthcMu#um,drorctow.uEb.drto~titaicWuarwGhetto 

P I . u b e f o z p ~ t o w i l k t i u o u g h t h e M ~ .  

The Hobaud M m  iW houses a pcnnurent exhiiit primujy of ph0bgr-h~ and 

documents aOm the umps urd from Ganiuiy during the 1- and 1 W ,  dironiding the rbe af 

theGennanNIPregimerndtheresulttingamage. ThereueiIsophoaogrphshkenbya 

Gennui aoldier who seweû in the Wusrw Ghetto during the height of the Caaun occupation of 

the area. The exhibit indudes photos of begging, stuving, dying and derd ghetto inhabitanta 

Theswareeoaeof t k m o e t h o n i f i c p ~ a p h s I h a v e c v c r ~  Whiletheeignatthecntruicc 

of the exhibit, "Wuning and Witnessw hinted at the ambience amteci, what immdùkly stnick 

me was t h t  it wrs BO vay different ham what 1 had crpccted, hving h e d  ro much h t  

heroism and reswtuice prim to entering the Musmm itself. Once in the muaeum, most toiirists 

wrllred uound, mding the aptions, and qmke to one motha in wbispaal tona. It is a dark 

museun, di of the photos and laids aric and phin. AHer kving the mweum, a p u p  ot us 

on the iLF tour e n t e d  an adjohhg building where we found a dark n>om lit only by bni.II 

fiames that nwie k m  smdl pits in the floor. Each etenid nime wrs kbelled with the iumc of a 

camp and commcmonte d t h e  who died. On the ILF tour, the Rabbi who wui a tour 

putiapuit m i t t d  the Kddish - the Jew-sh prayer Cor the d e d  -as we stud by one O€ the 

flanes (Handehm and Shamgar 1997). 

Lkr we were taken to the Vaky of the Destrayed Communitics, where in r courtyard- 

ükc.rrrbahUicaFandtheR)F~uiirnhddaspidhul~onyUutiMhrddthc 





While Che ICSF tour did not include a tout of Yad Vlshem, we did corne to a roam 

commem~nting the H o b u s t  in the Diupori Museum in Tel Aviv. This cwm iud imn-made 

colunns hanging hm the ceiling whieh iooked vexy much üke k g e  rmdrr sîacks. This disply 

w.s crlled 8 %exnorid Cdumn." we w8ikeâ under it and lodrtd up and into the "stacks". 

Though very simple in design, these me, heavy, bbck Vori structures cvoked a sense of 

ind ustnilisrtion and danger as they hung hmviiy from the d h g .  T h e  were no photogtaphs 

or d~cumcnts in this room multed simply %emember." Sivan, the ICSF tour guide, asked a 

ywng kmrSc ûmrht to read the only hbel on the w d .  

tour participants brokc down and @y wept .s w d  1 bâieve that whüc the anothd 

Adilrciriiz WS; Jews most rffected ûy the trageây in Europe. As su& theae sites reacmated for 

thac pUtiap.nC in a  way that dher sites did not (H8nddm.n and Shamgu lm. 
The'dempticm" of the Jews was continuûiy king t i d  to the loundation and aeation 

of the stak of kael at such sites. Redemption trops are rlso embddeâ in the cdebntory 

IsRnl ( A d  lm Fabian 1 s ;  Rosaido 1989). It is to themes that 1 tum to crlminc in the 

next Ch8pter. 



CHAP'ZER 5 
ISRAEL AS MODERN NAI7ON-STATEi CELEBRATING DEVELOPMENTAND DEMOCRACY 

In the Iast section I looked at how the Jews' nation is situated in a history within the 

land of kael. in this ehapter, 1 tum to the cdebraüons of ïsrael's modemity of the productive 

nature as weN as dcmocratic a "western" principles of the date (Asad 1983: Fabian 1983 Roddo 

1989; Said 1978; Shohat 1988,1989) 

Thc N v .  A Tmp(olo@iul D e a d ?  

The infini~~ld datement 'a peopie withaut a land b a iand without prople' was the 

mod deuty uticUi.ted notion in the tours uound the Negev D d .  Over ud -Un the touri~ts 

heard desaipticms of the emptiness md barmume oé the land priot to the urivd and, more 

often, the "retum" of the Jews to the Land. 

The Negw Desert narratives n important to examine for h o  reamns. F M f  the 

implications of #(11uig and colonising the d d  ue seemingly hss harmfui than in other puts of 

the counûy. The dcrit is popu*rly repiamtcd rr aily a barmm lad,  without villagetif without 

people. in o h r  words, who dse would want it? ' l d ,  it is through the Neg- nun tâve~  and 

thcv a d a t e d  practices that the Jews' relationship is "natudid. '  The Negw haert 's  

devdopment is àteâ as Israei's mirade. The Negev Desert narrative goes emdüng Iilo thk 

the land is pu= but burrn and h u  the potential la ddopment .  Ever rince the Jeus *il the 

Imd, t h e  was nothing. What was once a rich productive land k u m e  a wasttluid; dmedükd. 

With the Jews' m m f  it becune a nurhuing site (with its communal stnietuns M e  kibbutzim 

and mcshavim), and a site of production, not only d agriculture but rlso of a new civitiscd 

human culture 

On the Isnel b n d  Fund tour, we spent an intensive day m the Negev Desert We kft 

Jmdeut  e d y  in the rnorning and as we descended from the mountains into the desert -4 

Talia, our but guiâe described what we were gohg to sea Tour participants wac very mger to 



heu 111 about îhe Negev. Tdia begm by telling rie: 

The Negw ie two-thirds of the krritoy of M. The large put of the Nqev, whidi is 
ülathcnalhaa~ofIhcN~cv,irnobiyaadd. F o c n u n y y e m i t ' s n , k ~ a  
d a  dthocgh it was a detmt. But ... you WU ra, we mide it into a fiowcring 
guden.... 

who h d  wandered a d  had d o n  Cod's bidding and yet they had brrn p h  in the 

and creativity in a d a  to unive.  Thae th- wece cepcated on dl tbc taurs. 

The narrative Out di guides more or iess aMerod to, evat ihough emch gave his a hn 

in their orgmic conmctioii to, and work on, thcir nation's luid. The bur guiàes W e d  on 

temponiiàng the Negev W in nationrl tnrms: the commonly known "B.CE" a B e k e  

Cornmon Era and CE. or Common Eta wese rp.follllulated so thrt often times we h e d  

narratives beghming with I&fatc Zionism" agAAcr  Zionism." 

Acewdhg to the ail of the tour guides, this demption wrs the dnrm of Istwl's firat 

Minister David Ben Gurion (see also Goldstein 1991; Gomy 19%; Teveth 1967). With the JCWidl 

Rchn\. the hc Negev is irnprovcd; it becomes a n i u t d  and nuiauiiy aite, beuhg fruit 

.ndthemirksdcivibdculhuc. B y f i ü i n g a n d d e e m i n g t h e i a n d , ï t i s ~ r d  

m a t e c i  hto a g d e n  again, On the Israel Devehpment Fund tour, Amie, the tour bpide pit  it 



this wqK 

The British Muidrtoty P d  sent a p u p  d btpvqrors to the Arava V d e y  hac in the 
euly1Ws[toldb]ch~wtthtwrtag0~t~ee,chedr~esoilsuidtdlus what wear i  
do down t h e  and the bottom Iine wm "minhabitable,   bit ab kg And until 
David Ben Guricm and the g a d n g  of the Nepjev, there w u  no one hem Thrt's the 
mid-s and nothing [was] hem on this mad, nothhg wh.l#rcvet, and you're gohg to 
.a what's in front of you in two minutes"" THLS is w h t  is d e d  'uninhabitable' : 
theae are hot howes, you dcm't have to heat them, lyou] just nad the sun down hac: 
[ t h e  are] fbwefs, veget.bhs, waii to w d  qpiculturd pmdudion with compukrid 
b l i .  .. wats .y*Qis audc in Td Aviv. niey*rr cvën apoi(ed dl thc wodd. 
Deeat, Suid. THE is what crin be done! 

On the I s d  Land Fund tour we were .Ise told a more parr>nil @tory. I t  wrs the m b q  

of T W s  own ooming to kiow the She was süli r t-CI at the time, on k way to hcr 

u m y  &ce at Kibbutz Ucim, one of the first dCVC(OPmcnt towns in the d a  and she wid: 

WC were tiiiren by hck ,  ' ing and ha fmn Td Aviv (but] litîle by iittk people 
atm riiyuy; [ ~ m c  w q  no tms, m%wers, -. "Oh my god, [we thoryhtL 
whar ur wegoing, whcn are they takhtg us? Sn[to] the middle of nowhere?" I t  w u  
reaüy depressing. But it dœm't look Lilse t h t  mw, of aniisc ïhhgs have chan@ 
tranmdausly and whm you go uito one of the kibbutzim. thare is no aigri w h a w  
that this is desert, exœpt br the heat. 

Later, as we prepared to ka- out picnic in r d d  puk - it ius been luidsaped with d 

that this is d e d  desert? This is calld desert! C m  you imagine? h k  how kutihil it W 

Houever, the m a t i v e s  of the N-ev Desert are about more than making the desd 

bloom. Thy are .Ise about the mrlun6 and cemaking of the Jew. Key to this pmœm was one d 

reaqpising one's orgmic and "chosen" relationship to the hnd, and tespo~lding to that 



recognition. This is the way Uut Aniic. the IDF t a u  guide, rn Ameiican-bom Jew who had 

madedi@, tdd us of his "awakenhg" in the desert: 

1  got off the bus in 19n in Ramber, right km, t h  wis mthing n d ,  Imd] 1 
didn't know whac 1 was going. 1 waiked with baclrp.& down this rod right hm into 
a d fanning eoamunity, biocld on the doa  of a f&y, who spke vay Little 
Engüsh d I had an awakening, a spirituai awakemhg. not mxeamüy in synapgue or 
in Hcbmv sch061 but hm in the Anva [Valley]. 1  [srined] a little bit d (a] d c r p r  
undmtuiding [ofl what it is to k a Jew in the land of fawL m t  -y h m  a 
ieiigiaus rspct but bang Isneli and a Jew put togdher is probrbly the main r e m  
why rm standing here in hont of you today. if the ûrst expericnce is positive and 

t h a i i t ' s a l o i y ~ ~ u i d l h i s i s d y h o m e f o t m e . w h i c h i s d l i l c e  
B~t Iaa .~ ju*n ,nnyf rn t rs t ickhacü* i iyL iLhea i iddkd  

m w b  [with U t ]  pheahg  hûping one anohr.... It's the km4 h t I  firut 
n w m d  methexethataoctdgavwnethat iittiepuhthat dmddif 1 w r . b a d y  
JewiehImayaswddoithesc 

ïhus the pmœœe8 of making the desert tropid and nrril;ing the Jew ue linktd. The ability to 

tr.nsform the lurd into an 'inhabitable" place scms ur evidence d the qechî linlt bet~een the 

In addition to the troping of rcturn and redemption, the d u e  of coonomic 

dcvdopmait and "prosipss" was made explicit on aU of the tours. nius both "culture" - 
modern knowkdge, slrills, and techndogks -and agci-euifurie were brwght to the land by the 

Jws uid were cvidence of the bountihil nature of theic 'retum." 

The main idsr is to make qnculture into an industry. It's not going to be m undlllkd 
f u m a  that gœs out to the field and plants what he wants; that it will not be aeamd,  
th.1 it will k rn indubty that wotks rU yeac round and -tes the cight mvircxunent 
BO thrt thy u n  hire people for pnnunn t  jobs .II yru rormd and wiil get d t s  cvery 
month of the yeac- The Nepr is 6û% of Isrrel and the ptcnt iJ  har is @cultue 
flcrlia on the ILF tour), 

Thc whole h v a  VaUey is  one plastic greenhouse pwîng hot houae bmatoes, 
pas, cucumbers, eggpluits, for export, not even [just] for the local famers; 

and the] flowers! You've got to fly over this area to understand what's going on hac; P" 
the Ltest in rgriculturil technology, hydraulics, the waks! (Amie on the IDE; tour)). 

-.. hem is a kibbutz which (hm only ken] hcre since the 7(8 and p u  wiii aee the 
krutiful thing of having gtem fields whcre the [kchndogy h.s ken dedopeci ro th.t 
the] smdy and sllt watec is being poured with a lot of fredi s w a t  w.ta k t  p u 8 k  the 
d t  kvel down in the ground and then you cm put in .U sorts of a d  and g r ~ w  
wakmdons, melons and even papes... There are vlliqrards here &O (Sivan on the 
ICSF tout). 



The most reœnt chaptet in the tecovey of the desert is the use of techndogy - whether 

biotechndogy or water technology with desaii~tion plmts, irrigation technique% +y 

desi* green haiseq 6sh fums and o t k  aquiculhinl techniques, watet mruoirs. and 0th- 

innovations. 

Thepow~fofMience~dm~metoavilisethedéaert. OntheILFtauwewere 

taken to an arperimentd gramhouse in the Negev. The prqcctr thece w m  parîly funded 

a n d t h e i r o 0 m ~ 8 ~ ~ .  Inthepmentaticm,Duiitaldusth.tinthisg~thqr 

"have the ibility to produœ fîowcts and vegetables;" and that this m r producüvie undertaking. 

He highlighkd jus4 how mu& of di of this production wrs a matter of Whly mphietiuted 

seientific dcvclopmait. For instance, in this muse they "amttd night temperature" in the 

At mother site on the same day, we w a e  k what w.s d e d  r "RecliimPticm" site 

by the ftF tour guide. In the Negw &sert, near the town of ailam md mntherist d ûeer 



.na<plnion~drrrlirdvayqdythitUwwu.nMQYdllnig~afirture*afuture 

d deaect.hwd-bgreen-space. He pDinted in the dirrdioa d T d  Aviv and tdd us Uuî, whik 

in the North of ï s r d  "0at mrr' with "deep a d "  eould be cuitivated and aigated with treated 

mage  waters. in amas such rs we were now h t e &  the "steep dopes," *aullqrs." and "shdow 

soir made it impoesible to aimply plant as one might in &a places. He then desaiùd how it 

wur thrt 'twothousmd yeus ago t h  were fan ne^^ in this uerr [who hadl d the I d  

resources f a  agriculture." But, he -: 

uound k Sheva and amand O- œttlements in the N q p "  that he ud Scllaw eàmtists wece 

?qhg to impfove," 'hyine to rrhibirtrtem by ''impv[ing] thci vdue b c  gr8zin& [and] br 

towsail" In -perrition with the Atid Lands CoricK>nium in the Unitd Stritcg the United Sate8 

Forest SnvKe, do- with other scienüats and institutes, he and o h m  weir their 

"know-how to othcr countries." In reqxmse to a question h m  one of the towbts, Y d  

i d m t i 6 e â t h e v ~ t i o n w e w e r e b d a n g ~ u s .  Heexplrinedtiutputdtheproassof 

rehabilitating the h d  induded 'managcd gcazing" which induded h e d s  of 8edouins 

(sic) ta this uai." 

This then wm not r leseon in tret phting at d. Rather it wm a ks#ri describmg how 

peoples in the past hm4 destrayed the Irnd, and how the Jews h d  ''cetumeda to ''rdaht" it. 

implieâ hem was that the "Ismeiites" - who by dl guides' uanrnts i ivd  in in region aome two 

thorismd y e m  .go - had fumed the l a d  with great a= but with lhcit arpilsion from the 

lad* the "Nouuds" h d  corne and hwl o v e r g r d  and negkded îhe M. TheJeu8 havins 
U rdahed'' the h d .  are now usin& theit knowledge to revive, cehabilitate and rceover it. 

of "nomads" in adet to "revive" the area's fkm! 



and pesent, the extensive ~~Ilectiori and desipted uses d water .Lso points to a fiature- 

On theILF tour, weweretaken tomarea inthedesedthat lodred very muchlikeanail refineiy 

station, with huge containers, pipes and vy d q  nahuai and man made vrlkys that weie M t  

to cury pmxious tainwater from the desert mwnhins to the reservoir area. H e  we were 

i m p d  with the gtllldnese of the very structures b e f e  us as weU as by the mounts of water 

the pluuiers estixnated would be cdleaed in these stations. Taiîa on the ILF d d b e d  the project 

astute people but d d b e d  the pmœse of ttrnsforming the d d  into r veritablc &od mne! 

Lady, and idlowing from this point, we were told by Amieon the IDF tour that Oiis 

Now Isnel )us plenty of products, much more than it d q  and of course we ue 
cxpocting whatcvet we an. Anything frorn abusf high q d t y  oüve oii, b.nuus. 
avotado, and more and m o 1 0 ~  

The o r i g i d  gudm hur been redesigned so that an imgated desert ùbmcms nat only with fruits 

and wgetables but now &O with fiowers. ïhh point is important for it repesaits an I e t d  

sWety enjoying not only an abundance of produce but now also having the luxury of flowering 

Although the conception O€ dempticm by the Jews lies rt the core of theae ~\lltativc~, 

denigrrtion of ib inhaùituits, brhghg "culture" to the ueq and civilising the popk is .lao put 



contrist to the simpiicity of non-Jewd "innatcP C.UH UYll mentiâc knowiedge of the land. Nok 

Jaicho w m  not given any stahr as aop produan but weze tathCr pmaented as if thy were 

handed the geagnphicai lu& d the oasisdnw: 

Note as weti that the trfierene to past cuit- wrs d d  in adwoiogirri ('"mdthic min") 

not culhinl krms, qain a u b h g  m clision ot the histories of oüms who have eettkd in the 

wem presented rs bene&ng from the Jms' %rem Ikroluticm." Sivan cxpîained: 
. . ... Pakstmms would corne from ... .II the villages uound. They depnded on that 

[woek] as a mura d living. More and m e  y- amid œe trucks ud 
wiloding. ... ~~rcnitcnainCiübniirwahiheMa*Pubciryunbddhom 
buicsdthmpickdby~dotthcd.y;(uid]~ibhowitfun~~d 
cnybody pofitd from thal in a way, cven the Jorâuùms pdited hwi ha* thae 
beautifid twtücmcnts hem [in the " J d m  Vdky"]. Do you know why? Soacthuig in 
goslphy - which U d e d  ~ ~ p h i c a i  difhuiai. E v m  if m [didn't] have fbmd 
awithcb with Jordan, the dripping systan, eomdhhg that wm inventd in iaricl... 
[which]movedtotheothcrside. ... Itisvlcyintirtstingtoseebeaweifyailodr~t 
aup, .cnil maps of jadan and this put [of the Jordan V g Y ]  klac 1%7 and &a 
'67 you will m x  a great change. . .. 

n e  Pdestini.ns' productive labour in h e i  and b o n d  is diminished as a produet of h a d i  

initiatives. 

Scphudim and 0riait.l Jews - Jews who eaügratd to Isml from such h b  and f i a n  

countries as MOIOCCO, Iraq, Yemen, Algeria - as unskikd peoples who had been moved into mw 



we dmve by a "development town" in the Negev: 

The h r p t i o n  of new immigrant. w u  dways huge pioblca You never knew if YOU 
wac doing the cight thing, esprLUy in the beghning. At îhe ôe@mh& people wem 
wming~m.Ilov&i&600,~JcmIdt~Aobcan~[nd]1&ywm 
mgaged in a w u  of aumivd, niy h d  , [to leun] to iive... Thy hd no idea. And 
abtdmistakes~eremade~abt.... Ayiatkewacpsopiefmm,.h.lnq,orYcmai. 
or North Aaica that emigrated hm.... In cKh me, they put, uh, israeli-bm 
youngsters who wereaperts in agriculture, thq  put them in ûurge, they w e  the uh. 
uh, the teadter, and the brothcr, and the brbysitter, and the instcucîor, thy were 
cverything. The people were given bols, but not as a pcwent, just as a iuan. niy were 
~ ~ a E m u i i m r i l a , ü t c c a ~ . ~ u h . u h . m ~ m d t h y w a r t i u g h t f m m A b Z a  
how to do thinga. f i t  was pmh&diy  agricultud, pdemiod... way to Cuh 
thanhow to do it. 

opporhWty to M t  one such developmcnt town that had keomc, by virtue of the developmmt 

funding pmvided by the IDF, r veq keutiful kibbutz town. Amie desuiôeâ wtut h d  

happcncdinthepastuid whythetown weiudvh î tedhdkena ,~ foraokng:  

Fw yeus ago with the wrves of -ts h m  Maoca, and h m  Romuii.. kd 
did nothave thebolstoput uphhousîngthat theyluveîoday, t o g d * - ~ t  
wehrvetoday,tohavethe~pmgmmhg. FiftyyeusyowewcrichndiryoUt 
food ahmps, [thou&) there w d t  W. It wasa nm umy ... = w b t  h8ppcird to 
[the town we uc viPting] - md ninety 0 t h  neighboduda and aties were that w y  - [wos th8tj they ncim pulltd thcmsdves out 0fth.t Situatian w h m  ltny wcn 
unduated. Muiy d the new immigrante -ted fmn [p&ab] whac they didn't 
have the sküis, whem they came from piaw thy did not ha= nmning w a h  and 
dcctriaty and [this kîbbutz] rim t d  into an cdcaic baekwakr of a ho& The 
guai was not nccesauily to tum P this piadel into i nice mid* aommunity; it 
happncdthatway. T h e ~ w w b k . t h ~ l o d p c o p k t o n u i t h m o w n i i ~ ~ b c ~  
give thcm thrt type of training, and b hdp them dong, to make a amn&hn.- 

So dthough the single degoy  7 ~ 3  defines the national W s  of the coileetive, in UKsC 

narratives a "cuiturd" distinction is made among them. Uknazîm are Western Europcrn Jws 

who corne )rom "modem" cwntnes in Europe. ïhey are represented as Jews who brought a 



(Siid 1978) perspective to be "pe-modem" a "primitive". Thp latter group of Jews wme moved 

into the communal stnictum in d e r  to be "avüiaed" and in ader that they develop the poper 

skiiis needed bt modemising I srd  (on Zioi\ism and sephudic Jewry see Shohat 1988). 

Th- the tour narratives coristmct s e v d  tropes: maot impoctantiy that of the visionary 

leaâem, pion- and scimtists who dtivated the dezmt, subeeqmt to cenhing of neglect, and 

the desert cultivated new Jews, who have mtumed to revive th& choaen land. The pteciae 

nature oé the rehticmships betweai people and Irnd, calotmiser and oobniaed, newmmer and 

nativewasneuerputintoqwstioii. ILtherthe~~tnr~bpedomthetrslrofcseatingalineu 

~oricllp.th.nd~N~Daa(irpeasitcd.rimir.clcd~Jdnhan: hoaii 

negktd p8d to adecidedly Jewish future. 

InnmqiathcN~nuntivrsUlc~sirriiisaiM.r~rni~liatrdtoUKhd. 

ItP thcUrehvnlothcIndUiordcrto~#l0vait.p0tClla.I~d(O~~~it~t bfund.maill b 

uy undesstanding d why the d m  biooms. The qrniaty d the Jeus' rdationship ectr the 

fnmingEatlw"'atior\." OUishistoriesdtheMud*popksontheluiduc 

mrde ta disrppsiror ue ubordinated and it is assumed that pior to the Jews' rehun, the luid 

was empty, skrik, brnai. The nitudishg of th3 cco(~>mic, pditid, and dhrd dominuice is 

thus UicxtnabIy linkd to the Yiscowsies' in and the ''mmvq" d the N w  DssnL 

I have not discuseed how it is h t  the Beâouin, somc d who live in the Negev L h d ,  

are rrprrrnted wîthin t h  Negw narratives. In th* subsdicm I piiaurüy wrnted to describe 

the productive .rpclr d the Jews' rehun- This rtay wic the pr imq nurative on the Negev. In 

Uw mt suMion, 7lccogiismg Arabs", 1 will Wre up the iuc of jus! imw the Bedouin, as w d  

as the Dnræ and Pdestinims were represented in nationaiist aumtivw d belonging. It is here 

that the second trope of a mdemised lsraei was represented: lsml is i demmtic, blennt 

date thrt r e m p k s  its "others." 



I have mtitleâ this submxüon "Recogniain . - g Arabea first of di, becruse th- narratives 

et out how to distuiguish mong and rempise the A t h  who iive dongside the Jews in b e l ,  

Arabs as ciüams in the state of hael  fbrms the hon#>ri for ninatives about the democratic and 

tolerant nature of Istaeii ewety (- Pded 1995). 

populatiom. Thc caitrai thane of the distinction U that the DNa and Bedouin are fiends of 

Iani who, by virtue d their duties to the &te, have cights that the P a b ü n h m  un not enjoy. 

priesentations about the Bedouins and Dniae xwolved lesa uound their -b to the 

Isneli &te thm that they are stiiî in many ways 'traditiorill" and "primitivea paplib (La* 

199% Mohmty 2984; Shoht 1988,1989). Thus, wtrile the Btdouina and I)Nac are 

p-td as "on side," îhe narrativee h t  them are pesented with mate didance. 

h e l  on the ï s rd  DNelopnent Fund tour, Arnie, our tour guide arplrined: 



drded;, Thy voiunteicr [oî W b  depenâirtg on what digion, [dl depending on 
what exteadcd h d y  they W n g  b, and many of them are doing duty in aerviœ 
inside d Lebrnon today. .... [Alnotiter isroon why Uly CM buüd 1&r homes, [is 
uUt]rtaathcyânirhUw.imyor~yiathrumy-thy~Ipca.lbauingbuisjust 
~ J k w i s h f ~ a J e w b h d d i e s s ,  and t h i s i s o n e o f t h e ~ n s w h y t h y c u i  buy 
these or put up these private homes. 1 want to again put let you know Uut mot 30 
ycur ago, t h e  popk wac  living in k n t s  d w a t e d  ." tin metd huts on the top 
of this W... IThy are oncl big a t a d e d  f d y  [in thb vülqe]. -. 1 thmk if you look in 
thephonebadrinthisuaiyoumryândth.tlhcreuelhreealOurUKnrsuiddtheni, 
and t h e f f ~ n o ~ ~ i n t b c v i l l r g e , . [ s o ] y o u ~ s t . d r  Thisisthepartdthe 
world where yau ask "Do you know ... aomecmeœ and everyone kmws who thqr are 
and they'il eend you there. 

Stilb the tour guides mninded us t h t  this p u p  of Ar& maintin eomc "oid wdda  pKtiœse 

euiier made thc distinction betwccn those Bdouin who live in the North and thoee who 

continue to live in the South. He crpluned: 

The wad Bedauin coens hom Arcibic &dosc. M o u  is r uun in the deaert, a people of 
the d e  'fhe Bedouins who are living ... in the Judern Demst ut no bngcr nomrdic, 
like the traditionai Btdouins who w d a e d  from oa& to oa& with th& tcnb and 
guatsandthcllshap. Thyueheirdtheüme. Theyaresqurîters. Thydonotown 
Uie*hndat.U. Thydcm*tpaytaxes. Thyliveinthàrtentsrndhutbouthereandthey 
have tmcûm where they have the water bnkem They go to the govrcnmait weib, fill 
thcmupuidbv in~m~watanxtb t )H i r tcn ts .  AgredauPritydthemmw 
have di phones [becauzœ with cdl phones] you dodt have to put in tekphone linca 
[Th- have] battery-oparkd tdtvision sets iiiside the tmts and m o d y  S u h  fiont 
whd drive vehides, Thqr traded the amels fcn the Subuu.., 

Mmy, thouah not .II of these mutheni Bectauin have made a ammitment to the bdi state. 

Rather than give uiy expluration for the conditions under which thy iive, Amie simply 

desaibed them &no longer nomadicm and peoples who squat Wrist they have no luid and 

pay no taxes. Tkre were no reaaons given foc Bedouin Living conditions and it was implied that 

they are kcoming modem because they own tell phones, W s  and motor whidcs. That thcir 

migratory routes are not open due to the secure borders that atist between the &@badng 



one o h  ocusion, Amie commented that the Bedouin's nomadic pnctiœs came to good use in 

theIsr~.nny:aomewaedasYtndrets"wnt  tonnd udr.d.rnisand toYtra&"to~i f  

Pdestinim had aoseed into any ma, paOculdy mauid the Ded Sea. Thus the Irraeli 

umyuse the "instinctsn or "tutunln taients of the Bedouins when necessory. 

In fact, however, empiusis m these narratives was h a r t  dways on thc d to 

modaniee, a weiî as UN effects of modemising the Bedouin (Shohat 1- 1989: sec iIso A d  

1973; Fabian 1983; Rowido 1W). On the Isnd Civii Sxidy Fund (ICSF) tour we wcre taken into 

h o m a i n a B c d a i i n ~ w h c r r w e m c t w i ~ . n a ~ ~ o i m i w o a u n . w h o m I d H . n u i .  

~ ' m f n h a r h d @ ~ h a p a n i d o n b a ~ d a ~ h d m l i n H u f c ~ g a u n l l y  

r r r r v r d 6 o . t h c b o y r ~ g C I \ C I I U Y ~ ~ ~ m t t o l i ~ a w . y 6 m m ~ ~ o m n u n i ~  

untiltheymmy. hhahvm~~Hunuiwalrcdmarodilw~inUwbulhighsdiod~ Shc 

h d b c m a u d a ~ p d a ~ v i s t ~ e w o m m w h o h d l a n s d a w o m u i ' s ~ u u S r t i w ~ e  

y a n  eul ia* Hanan rpdrc to us about a range d dïfûcuitiea f d  by ha amununity. Thac 

indudeâ .ntlyiiy fbr laKti govemment fundiiy for auch immediate 4 s  aa t!e a e  day- 

tare and even a high sdwol. Until rolcentây, the government had rrhucd to b d d  a high dm01 in 

the h t g e  k c r e  it k.rrd that it w d d  bcrom &.Muia Bir Zcir (a P h t i n i u i  Univemity in 

the West Bank that was often cloeed down due ta activism by its f d t y  and &dents)* Huun 

dao tdked to us about the bias of mate duationai pogtunmes, partidufy thac dsigned la 

women. F a  example, mûy into d J  w d  pmgmms is maewed for womcn 20 years of age a d  

dder. ~ ~ ~ 1 6 t n r m ~ 8 , a ~ d ~ t o H . n u l t h . t a w o a u n h . s ~ h n , y c u r i n t h c  

milituypriatoaita*gvni~tybcauscmatgùls~pkhi~rdidbyUietinicthy.rr 

18 yeus d agc However, lot Bedouin women, the d e  mems waituy out the two )nus, or 

more often than not, getting muried instead. 

With di d these issues on the table, the k t  fm questions pcmed by the tour 

participants (o Hwn wemz 'Why did your hmüy support you in a way th.t w u  o unripurl?" 

ad.  "Are th- many difieffnces unmg the tribes' treatinent of women?" H8nan tdd ur îhat 

dKhd b c a i o m d f i ~ d i i l d ~ d w h o m o d y o m w ~ a ~ n d U u t i s a y ~ @ i i l ~  

n o t i c e d h o w h e w u ~ t e d a s i f h i s i i k w a s ~ .  Sbemnan~alwayswrntingto~ainthe 



m p x t t h a t w ~ d y r r s a n d f o c m e n i n k a x n m u n i t y .  Whenduwasonly14,rhe 

appmrdnd ha hthcr about gchg to high rhod ouliide ha mgion and h a  fatha suppoited 

k, though he "dered" for hW deaeion becauae it wrs an musual one in her community. She 

Mt her f.k wur diffeiart becruse he h d  worked in the "Jd sectoi" and had observed 

Jewish fathers' treatments of t h  daughtas, so he was mare open to the possibiüty th.1 his 

daughter might wuit eomething diffiwent. 

The mmt ùisaisitive quaooiu pad by i tour partiapat kt HuLn wcrr about the 

av.il.bility of œx cduc~tion, the aeœmibüty to bitth amüoi, and opamem of the oommmity to 

theuuaoi~urüty. ~ q u c i o a i s i g u l k d b m c ~ h o w W d i a k t h U w h o l c . f f U r ~  

was. Ikltonlyawip.l.ia,laHninoidlaUwaha&dor9nwonmwithha.dofwhw, 

would have amidend such dhmmiow shrmdul in puûiïc and puticuktly so with my men, 

ic, the tour putiapuib, in the room. Hanan hrndkd the queaion wd,  ümiting îhe fOCUb to 

women's heaith in g d  Whm askd about thc ncw luid rgircmentu tM h d  ''eettki'' the 

viUige, Hman said th.t emmti.uy the ppvernmmt buys up €O% of the land owned by the 

EJedouin and @ves them back only a046 to buiid on. S e  said th& nuny iuve refwed to be 

~ g h t o u t , b u t t h . t t h c h v o t . m i l i c s i n k ~ w h a h d . g r r c d t o ~ d d h . v e ~ m e v a y  

rich. ~pointedoutOirtrllofthenmhouseswehrdraiinhct~ewaenomanthui 

three yeus old. 

Thus Hmrn trllsed about how difncult life wrs for the Bedouin and how dependent 

they hd become on govenunent support, particululy uinœ th& m&tkmmt. And yet she rlao 

presnited the Jews as bringïng with thean modemising phcipies, au& as women's r ighk  

A patronising attitude pewaded the narratives tdd by the tour gaides .bout the 

Bedouin and their Viuiges. On uiother octrsicm, we were told a littie more h t  how the 

Beâouin w a c  rffeaeû by the b d  govmuncnt's Lnd and sethnent policies, apsCi.ny th- 

poiiàes dcrling with what me ofnaaiiy aileci -- vinagesa. Thcse villrges do wt 

have the rights provided to ' r e q p h #  viiiages iike the one whae Hanan îived. Whai 

dkussing the poüy to m&tk the Mouin, a 1~4unded iion-govecnmenlil ocgdmtiorr's 

q m k m p m m  refkdd on what die alled the Ismli governmcnt's "kemitivity" to the Bedortin 



The Dcuze were the second gtoup of Israei-Arahi d&bd as h~viirg n e  duty b the 

&te of kaeL Very similu ptesentations were made rbwt the Dniae on ail of the tours, 

dthough cmiy aie of the tours indudeâ r visit to i Dniæ villige d thrt donsided O€ a h l f h  

stop to ehop in a Drute muket bii;uu. 

As we h v e  towards a s m d  Dnize viM y e  in the northem put of I s r d  on the ILF 

tour, T& toid us .bout the Drum. She said that the Druze m descendants of Muslims though 

they are ditlncnt 6ron the Sunni and Shia "secta" (who Eoim the xnajtxity of Muilins in the 

Mid& E.et)g A d i n 6  to Taha, thy are w m h  of i rcaet religion îo whidi only a feu dite 

bcholus ud rdigious leaders h m  withïn the community have full m. T& bld us that 

"thy ray mueh lilrz the h s "  h w e  they ue "doedrriit", =they iive cmuxvative Livd 



though they have "no formil obeervanœ of idigion" and th& 'moUla is jurt L5e t h  Jewidi 

mother." And fiiully, "tk ûruze IR dways @ai to the Jews- They are biothers." In the -y, 

Pdestiniuis [and] (hy ue vy toiyh ro Uuy usuaüy get etigned to P d e s t i n h  towns and 

Amie bld us a vy gmüu story as we w m  driving Uvngh the Golan Heights ares 

on the i s d  Dedopment Fund (DF) tour. H e  said: 

Thus both tour guides wmtcd us to know that the ûcuze are v a y  much a part of bneh roacty. 

Their Anb identities n hdpful to the israelis b u s e  the Druze can be u d  ta Mtrr i te  

Palesthian mcidy within isrnl as well as in the Oceupied Territories of the West Builr and Glu. 

nie faet h t  the DNac have no "national aspirations" (ia, deoires for a &te) of their own 

However, the Dniae who live in the mnexed regions of the Gdrn H&ightr are not put 

of the 19443 Istd-Druze pad and thqr n d e d  to be explained in other terma. ThQc Dmze 

iause to acœpt Irmli aüzenship and are thus, in Arnie's terms, "uught in the m i d W  This 

was part of Arnie's description of the Dnue in Golan: 

Now on the Gdrn Heights the Dniae are in a little kt of a difkrcnt dturtiocr, Thy 
were in Syrh until.67 (uid] loyal Syrhs, and now they'm unda Isneü idmllllstntion. 
kd has annexed theGdan Heighlsl [and] they're (under] brYü hw hs 
hnn) Isneii liœnse ph@, I s d i  identifia- cuds. The D ~ a e  were given the option 



The contempt for this group of Dnize was d e  very dau in Amie's tone. ïhey have ai! the 

barefits of being a part of kd and yet they refuse to fuUy partiapte (i.e, a c q t  fsraeli 

atinnrhip). Thrt they have bem part of a f d  mmxation by the Istaelis got downplayed and 

in an ironic twist, the Pdestinirns living in IstK1 were discuesed cm the  tau^ h o e t  

dusivlcly in krnrs of thek atiaenship righQ, induding the* rights to vote, and their (ICCCB~ to 

governmmt fun-. Thus in the &sammes of the tour guides, the P.kstini.M u e  t tc i~fornd,  

by virtue of th& ercluuim from the otkr two graups who are "traditiod" and "hiendly," Uito 

a p u p  of aüzens. The Palesinians living within the state of Ismel wem M y  the topic d uiy 

d i m m h s  on the IDF or the ILF tours, exœpt with to thek diffaa\ces hom the Mouin 

a n d t h e W .  U m ~ n w e p u s c d b y . n A r r b ~ b g ~ l h i e f . c t w o u l d k p o i n t d a t t .  The 

most important point made wur that the Araôs, "indudmg the P.leetinùnsa, have the privikge 

of voting in k a &  dections and cvcn have theh own politid parties. 

The ICSF tour ta& the moet ure to dimass not only the f u t  that the Pde6tWam h.vc 

demoaatic rights but that there are many disadvantages that t h q  face aa ati;acns of ut ladi 

date. Stiil, t h  w u  iittle or no mention of the history of the structural inequdities that the 

Palestinuns have a i d u r d  within the &te of Israel (e-g., Lavie 1986; Peled 1992 1995; Sh.lev 

1969,1992). Nor w m  amples made of continuing PIkstiniui resistuice to eu& pc.cties as 

the expropriation of thek land, the denial of building pennits, and th& inac&ûilitp to îmdng 

(e.&, Hdper 19% kbinowitz 1997). Rither, the presentations were rlmost adwivdy h t  the 

PJestuiiurs' wah to mapite more M y  in an I d  &te. The P.latini.N' poiiticd 



puticipitbfi ntherthmeccmomicand gBrildfdebmnizmtion, w a s t h e p ~ c o n c e m O i  

thecienuntives. 

kael's structural ineqwiity vis-.-vis the Pde8tini.n~ and 0th- Istreli-Arabs was only 

diecussed on the KSF tour. But these presentations wen done m such a way that the 

Paiedinians who spoke to us, aidr of w b m  wip a participant in a poPct funded by the I-, 

cuely had the opportunity k bcus on the inequdities they endure or the te8htanœ thq have 

been engagcd in. The p m e n t d  focus on posrmnWg and füuncid needs ehifted the 

orientation of thcse to the Pakaünhd dcpndny on intemational funding -ries 

for their devdopmcnt, maintenance and aontinued Livdihood. 

I n f ~ w f i c n m ~ d t h c i n e q u i l i t i c s k t w d e n l r r w l i J c w s u i d P ~ ù i I a i d d i d  

kcomepartof thediscuseion,itnudceometoutputidpanbasdm toutofgullaers,vcry 

u n d d l e .  At onc m t a t i o n  in N d  we weze pn#ntcd with the a m l y  low 

kvd of rsndi govecnment funding made avlil.bk to the Ar.b ducation &or. When 

highiighting the culhurl aspects d these âimdvmtagcs, the P&stinhn eduation expert 

mggesteci that perhap a sepuate but quai d u u ~  sdiool ayutem would better pornote 

cultural awamness, pide for P.kstini.ns dudaitts ud perhrpa gain higher rttention mûs lot 

thoae shidmb. Howevcr, many ICST tourisb rrfkckd on th* ptopoerl in tams of the 

segregation poliaes of the United States, and expcwaed th& dissrtisfrction with such a sepuate 

but e q d  pmposrl fot kaeh Arabs. Rather than seo this su- as a f'om of rfnnnative 

actiom, as in the tradition of the %an Ameriun mikges in the UNtsd States, the reac&ion of the 

tout parüapants was that as atiaens of the &te of 1- these frfestiniuis should learn unda 

kaeh guideiïnes. Whm the presenter explaïned that the PdesMrns didn't want to teedi their 

children the Mary of Paiestine from rn kaeh  perspective but rather h m  a P a M i n h  

m v e ,  p p k  wcre silenced. They shifted the topic and Socusecd insted on the funding 

difkrientùlsapticncd by the &ab vihges. in thb way, thehcvious aociil inequrlities and the 

culturai diff;irencés that were not being bridged by byhg to asaidate a whde cuihvrl group as 

"atiansn of kd could be ignorecl and attaition diwxtd to the 'bifer" subject of Pakünim 

dcp"d=Y* 



Ai(a we left this d o n ,  we met with a gnmp d Prlestinhi women who ur p h  of an 

ca>nomic dmbpawnt pqsct Uut is putly funded by the ICSF. Ayih this ru ion *d to 

further queBfim from the tourists rbout the remurœs and servicm avrilrble to Arab women in 

At the end of the day when we wac  di brdr on the bus and on our way bwn N M h  

back to Tel Aviv, Karla, the North Amaian ICSF staff memkr, decided to give some oontext to 

what we had heud eulier in the day. She came to the microphone and Wd: 

One womm who wrs in het 4CYs and who was on her first tour to I s r d  r a k d  just why it 

w u  that the Jews would support the &ab communities and why the A d a  waai't -cd ta 

provide mappod ior theh own conmunities. To this Kdr  responded: Timt of dl, la& of 

interest...." Then h o s t  as if she needed to cormet what she h.d said, begm .gUn and 

To kgin with, it wrs ilkgal. It's vety hard to do it when it'e iJleg.l Bemase the 
Go-t w- concetned about subverswn a wbteva, - I'm tcying to k fair, m it 
was ikgai. On top of i t  the truth is these wrsn't that much. You b w  the Jewish 
eommunity is d y  unusual. People erg- we orguiiae to take a r e  ofour own hr 
masons ... historidy if we don't take cue d out own who's goin8 to take a r e  of us? 
The Atrb community d-'t have that mne tradition to the samedent. Thcrr are 
lorsofneedsintheArrbworld;theArab worid w a s a n g r y r t t h c P ~  that 
d q d  hacr and didn't hve. Y w  know there ace a wktoie bundid... [LCI#M%] 



In reaction to what Kada md, one of o h  tour participants, an dder man I di Gabriel, 

attempkd b cosmet Kul.'e version of thc &ov, by tellhg her that in faet b i i  of dollus had 

km by the "Pllesthian diapra". She then correded hmi and said that ther funds w m  

tlised for the 'Territorid (the Ocmapied Territories of the West Buik and Glu Strip) but th.1 

we're talking about in Isnel proper. Pmpie didn't ... want to stmmgthen the Anb 
bectoc in b l .  There was retmtment, [ad] them wasn't the slme tradition. 

The 'peup1eW Kuta was rdemng to are heii-Jews, of muse. Kulr muuged to shy away from 

communitics, and the Anb nations am so politiully mdtivated as to deny otha in this 

ase the P.laoai.a* MY support. Whüe the ICSE h d  opnrd a diKurion .hait diElwcnœ and 

u\eIlurlity, r a t k  th.n dïmwjs the naticmahm üut undergide Isrreli h d  and roeirl pdicy, for 

a w p k  tk prrsatations prphuted racïst assumptioM about Uw victiins d nich poüciæt A 

patmnbixtg attitude extendecl to the Paiestinians who werr mpmmted re incapable of fmiding 

for thcmsclvcb onoc again. 

No krs pdkmatic was the k t  that on many ocasions, P a k t h h m  were rrpesented 

as thicns. On the 1- tour, this portrayai oaumd Ma. In one pamhtni d the hudships 

agricuiturai tods, equigment and evm cus, ad- b thàr "pioncennd. Jcwieh 

süuggles in thia way: 

"" u a matter of hct  <they have enormous ptoblems now rlong the Autotmny b d e r s ]  
ud the 0 t h  u ~ l s  where the police, Palestinun P h ,  is in ciurge and that is the thcft 
a€Igncuituraî b i s  because most O€ these villages ded with agrieuîture and -8 a 

km that was not yet solved, just lilre the pl.gue of stelling urs. in the ares of 
aib h t  is not as problcautic shply because this is nwh a uged ame, m m  csy to P" 
huidle thut other areas in Juda and Samaria. 

Attention was rrfocused ont0 the petty aimes Oiat P.kstini.ns amunit mther than the fad that 

thy have iïved unda k a e l  occupation or that they have I p d  a dnip apicultud labour pod 



Onmotheroccrsiori,aloulguide who hdbeemassigned todriveourgroup toisiteon 

the Golui Heights arid that the local "Anbea were r probkm becruse they had s t o h  fmh 

produœ to t h  home to their f d e s  trom the ûeids in which thy worked. As a result loul 

farmers had begun relying ori foràgn w o h  to wotk the h d  instead. This news SM 

some tour pdiapants who were sirrprised that foreign wotkers had beai brought "this fd'. 

They h d  rssumed that brieign workers had jobs in factories in Israeii tawns and aties uid not as 

f u m  l&ourem. 

The npcscntation of the Arabs who live in Isnel wm thus &dd. As r non-Jewish 

popdation, u e  a piOblem fot t h  who ansider lrntl b bc r modem, demuuatic and 

tolarnt date. With thia as the background, hou does one aecount for the ##rl and eamomic 

di#Jepmcies between &ab and Jew? As weü, the Anb pesenœ intexmgab the degm~ to 

which Jews c d d  daim that the kibbuttim and d a v i m  ut the Jewish cdkcciw idemiid as 

Jewish oommulul sûuchircs, since they seem to rely w heaviiy on the dKIp labour providd by 

the Pdedhims or more recmtly, "foreign" workers. While this ismre b never fully uticuhkd as 

such, it seexns to me the other "problems" (ciocmm of the territories, theft) t h t  ri, discuseed 

p d u œ  a diajuncture that feu of the tour participants miseed in their interpmtaüoris of what 

h e 1  hrs beoome* 

In the next subsection. " S e c u ~ g  One Nation/One Land" 1 examine the milituy 

nuntiveti as they were prrsented on tour. Most notibie wrs the trct that whai amtexts shifted 

to dkuss the &ty of t k  isml as a nation for the Jews, the paspccüve d the place of the 

Paktinians and 0 t h  Arabs k g e â  quite dramaticaily. 



C-R 6 
D&FENDING ONE NA'ITON, ONE LAhfD: 
MILITARY STRUGGLES AND m~ STATE OF I S R A E L ~  

In this seetiotb 1 examine how the tour namatives dehe and desaibe istlleli milituy 

confiicts in the -ion. 1 begin with hinorial  shggles thrt shapeû hael's borders and her 

relationship to h a  neighbours. The first struggle, in 19474& is desaibed u the W u  of 

independat~c.~ This w u  mtrblisheâ Uw itate of Iinel'a borders until1967. The -nd 

signï6c8nt miiituy -le occum!d in 1%7. ï"hb ia mat often d e a d d  w the SU h y  Wu.- 

This w u  not only expndeû Isncl's borders; it wam hUkd for ~reuniting" JmisJan. in addition, 

the ongoin6 d c t s  with L+brnon and Syria were issues M on t h e  tours. Aithorgh I 

recogniae thrt Isndis, Pahiniam and other historhs me debatiq these dcfaiœ rnd d t y  

narratives (Levy 1991; M.hla 1997; Sükn(cin 1999)" J do not attanpt to p-t dtenutivc or 

counter-histocies to the narratives hem My purposc is limiteâ to an explorath of the narratives 

pmmted to the tour participants. 

On the 'Wu of IndepeadenCCr in 19474 

P i o d n g  and Dr@ding Kibbutz M o i m  

On ail of the tours* refisence was made to a p u p  of de- kiiutzixn that wwae 

founded and settled 'practidy overnib;htœ in the p-te penod. nie pionwriry cffolt of the 

founding of these LiWuhim fonned a key rompocient of the nuritives k t  the Negev (as 

above)- But when there was an opportunity to tour one of these sites, mther th.n focus on 



"experimentrtion" in the desert, cg, agridturd production, the mat ive  fimm was on the iok 

the site of Revivim, Ihc ny 6nt and the maet mtheriy-buted of the eleven kibbutzim founded 

as eqxrhentd dations, 

The tour of Revivim induded a film ud a wûk thnnigh a srmll histatid m u m m  h t  

h d  been designed by the kibhtzniks (kibbutz members) in the 19ars to celebrate Revivim's 

history. Over two hundred tourists were gathed  into a luge hdi and ahown a film on the 

history of Revivim The fiim begm with 

This "in the kginning," G m s t d b  . . 
introduction in the 6im, sustrins the myth that the luid was 

empty and that it was the Jews' viwori to d a i m  the iand that rwived the Negcv Deeat But it 

d m  introduces that the sites' aims were net only "sweuch" but &O "dedem~~.~ We were then 

told that the OJewish Agaicy [the officiai Wodd Zionist Organisation's institution in P.kstiiK]... 

bought lud ior Jewish aettlemenr dthough 'the British, who cukd the -try i t  the t h ,  

bued Unir White Papa [prohibitins J the @ablislunent of J& œttianents." In the fihi, Jewe 

oommitted to the dement  piocess wac m t e d  as a heuty p u p  of ''- wanting 

oimply to settle and do lpgeuch on the tnd, Thus, living in 'a u w  which had been d as a 

cistem in Byzantine times," "the new settiers ... studied wata murcas, cliautic dkt and 

did, as w& wis "chart potentiai mdways with Haganah patrds". The H . g d  or 'd- 

outpost had shown that Jewish settlement in the Negev wrs posetie," and 'new Settlements 

were estabüshed." 

Due to "Reviuim's succes," the film's namator tdd us, the settiement of dcven new 

agriculhurl outposts f6Uowed m 1 W  and "lla) additiocirl aders  wae  ôrm@t to the Negw in 

rcaordurce with the Master P b  fa ademmt and d h = "  Revivim was &O 



paaited as the impeha for the UN. cornmitteees decision to rrcomrnend that the Negw be 

induded in the M h  %te in 1917. According to the film's nurator. I t  w e  the ficd such 

riceommendation by an internationai forum." 

ïhe füms nnntor, havins eshbüshed Revivim's impoztuicr in the 'Masta Pian to 

settle the Negev," went on to say that "[i]n b b e r  of 1947, Bedouin neighbours" and "rgitatots 

fiom H&mnn were put of a strategy that led to an "imbush" of one of the pioneen, who was 

"escorting the morning hnsport." Afte some CPBUiLties, neventuaiiy Revivim formed r single 

fighthg unit" ud with other aettiements behg cstrblishtd in the mes "wrs cent to acbion" 

F ~ ~ ~ U K B n ~ h k f t P ~ i n M r y 1 9 4 8 . M v i m h . d t o g c t n i d y  

fa an attack by the "Muirlim Brother)iaodm md the "Egypüan invasion h œ w  wnt in to amis! 

them. The matta& on Revivim" begm in July of 1948 and d e d  in Deaemkr whm Air Force 

rr inCot~~m~~\tsame and t h e T g y p t h o f f d v e i n  theueacollyr#d." Onœagain, the Anbs 

wcrr m t e d  as on the offemîve, this time attdciq a mte th t  wm presented as littkfonifiod 

and rgricultunlly-bd and the d t m y  impctmœ of the kibbuh w.s downplqd. Had the 

narrator highüghted the importance of Revivim as a milituy outpost in the Negcv, the slme 

nuntive would have m88es;td the W v e  nature of nich &tkment practiœ~. A f h  di, the 

" h c r P i c " c o m ~ t o f s u c h s c t t l e m e n t p c t i c a w . s t h i t t h y w e r e d ~ i n o r d « b  

subvert and bypam the British White Papa O€ 1939 which had k n  set in p h  in order to 

picvent Jewr hom setüing more land in PlleJtïne until di puties - Jews and Anbe - could mach 

an y e n t  on the future of PIlestine. 

What was downphyd in the fiim was highlighteâ by what we hter hcPd and mw on 

our wdkïng tour t)iraqh Revivim. Our kibbutz-guide, Stephanie, who tud d e  cilm froai the 

United States fourteen yeus eeriie~, began ôy t e h g  us to 'temember, in 1943, there's nothing 

herenotcventhebunks,noteventheùaikdw*cr A U U u t w . s h m i s t h e d e a d ~ t h e  

w d s ,  one a hvo smdi, ma& mnaü trees, and nothing e h ,  nothing."" Again we wae 

preseited with the s t o y  that net* existed in this desert prior to the Jeus' scttling in the iand. 

nie h d  was "buught by the Jewish Agaicy" fiom a 'kw BeûoiPn" and -Arabs who didn't live 

in the dounûy anymod Wht w r  inteesthg about SIephuiic's pmmttation w u  t h t  she 



adwwledged emly on tlut the "main pupose- of Lhis rite in the 1- was to k w b t  she d e d  

r"I5-dP-t' 

Whiie th* narrative focus pucilleled with the nuntives pmented euiier in the film, 

we weze now given the opportunity to scc the Revivim historiul museum. We w m  fmt wrai 

to a me tower and told Uut it was a replia d w i t a  towers used O "establish a hct, a presence 

onthepund." Watertaw~wacthe6udrhuçhusbdtLiordatoarkc~d.imud 

symboliee an "apRimaitai station". Ma we willred down off the water touer, WC w a c  talcen 

i n b a a ~ . h u d u r r w h m w e w m b l d ~ t T h i r n n t c i ~ ~ m t I h c o ~ i n i l a v e t h t [ t b c  

pDnars] livedin Wit'sabimbrthitIhyd~outh>racooinundpo*br~umy~.[h] 

1918. inside we saw the repiia d the communitiücms and miütny equipment wed at tM 

tinte At one point, T A  the iLF guide who h d  accompuiicd us on the W v i m  tour, was mked 

Isweardegi umwiththisgun...u.8Bigncd tomebythcHyuuh~uiisrticmin 
Erek hi, 1 will fight ... the enemy of my popk for my country with no wutender, 
with no km, and ...@ring myseif to do mything, rwœsaay. 

What anidc me at the time of this tour was that we wen never taken to uiy g d e n  site, and 

We were pnmuily left with r raidition of the d h s i v e  milituy struggle of the first Isrreli~ (e 

*eV 1984). 

The nuialives d siege and defime were repeatd throughout the tau i  of Lnd not 

d y  at tJte kibbutzim but at sites primady defird by t k  di* hirioy. SufpWngly 

enough, Jerudem, r aty 1 ex,-- to be narrativiscd in terms of its spüitual impottrnœ wrs 

more often rrpinaited as a aty continuously under siege and putinJ.ly r, between 1- ud 

1967 when it was M y  ïiberated" and "reuniteâ". Of mme signifiane then wrs h t  on the 

IDF tour, the fi& and second stops duruig our first WL day in Jerus&m w m  milituy atæ, 

C.stel and Ammunition Hill, wheie acmrding b out itineruy, we wodd "œe how jemsakn 

was secufed in 1948" and "see how Jenrsrlem was united in l%7," rrspcctivdy- 



W e  diSem- from the bus and wrllted towuds the first m a r k  at Castel. The aïte 

itself wm no more (hm a sparaely-treed hübide, with official s i p  mapping the 194748 w u  8t 

different points dong the prUI 10 the top. It was str.iydy quiet and th- were kw buildings in 

the immediate ueo. W e  did not visit this site on the other tours but similu narratives wcte 

repn%arted cm the U tour and IM tours. That is, ïsrael is tepmentcd as a .tate continuously 

under siege, dwrys  bdly equipped and sadly outnumberd ôy its enemie~. The Arab states' 

mpomws to the UN.% Putition P h  and the Isruü ~~ of *te, for exrmpk, W- 

again& the b s  and thàt &te. 

At c.6td Amie from the Istiei Developmait Fund (IDF) t m k  us to the first muk 

wharthmw.sanupofthckdateofPdegtine. Atthispoint ,Arnic(ddu~thit~Myd 

the Battle at Wei and the W u  of Indefendence kgins in April 1 W  with the UN'S 

reanmmendation to putition Palestint. He fmnd  the riffected communities' mpmaes in lfris 

way: Ambs don't want it. The Jews say 'O& we've got ocothing to br.'" ~ i thokt  

"plrining why the 'Anbsn might have rejected BU& a plan, he jumpeà into the desaiption d 

the batîles that kgan v a y  soon rfter the Ddaratîon of Independme. He told us that 'the battle 

started in the aties" and 

on the iords (with pople] attKking buses". You [ w d d ]  drive h o q h  an Anb 
vikge, put down the windows and wait to sa what hppened. bus] had syrds 
over the wheeis ulaund it ao it wauldn't take any b d h  and it hd 8 bttk rcoop in 

b u k d  wire and nails thrt w d d  *off the tires of the bus. 
driving in r brCined vchicle. 

T h e  evecyday Lives ur Jews, evai those in civiliui vehides üke buses, w e  peaarted as 



measure, this action too w.s trimQd within the m t e x t  of the need for more fully defensive 

nieasures to better prote the Jcws in the region. 

As we amtinucd b w.ü thmugh the bunkers lad tmcha at the site Amie stop& 

gathexed us togcthcr and gave us 8 brief description of each stage of the battie. At the midway 

point he continued: 

point, nepter the top of the Hill, Amie tdd us how it ûi ended: 

[O]n the C.skt the corm~ndcr of the Arab fo-, Abed W El Hu& is Ialled, 
a d  that night the Anb defendas trke his body and they .budon the site lor his 
fumnl. The ncxt day in Jerudem, in the mmning attadc, the midi] ûghtets who 
couldn't take the hill , comc up. was] no opposition what#mnr. The Castel is 
in Hebrew, [or] in Jcwish huids.., 

Had this been a lucky break or a miracle? h i e  haâ left us b ponde this point as we continucd 

to waik up to the top of the hiU. Once there, a number of tourists hd quesüms about the 

sunoundhg areas but they wem heid off as Ar& wanted us to h w  about one 0th- importuit 

battie in the Jeeusilem a m .  Using the battlefield mdel  at the site, Amie told us abwt  the Battle 

m the Butma Ruad. Again the nuntive tocused on the immense suffering of the Jewq 

particularly those held 'unda siege" in the city of Jerusalan in the aumer of 1948. Thc Bink on 

the Burma Roaâ was r brttk for the mad needed to get suppiies to thebe Jcws iiving in Jcnisrkm. 

More fkightening &il& Amie told us, "Jerusalem was almoet lost." But, he continu& "m thh W ~ S  

i modem mirade for the Jeuish people. The world had written off the modern state of kd. In 

1948, k a e l  wrs] written off. Sa this is what the Castel's di a b w t '  The Jews' hcroic -6ghting 

spiritœ and d h c e  of 3emsaIemœ was the icey to this narrative. 

While 1 annot hem represent the "alternative" history of the Wu, one vrry eezious 

e f k t  of Amie's presentaticm was that his representation of @the Anb" offiaisive repeeented .II 



this mcuit thae was no distmction between the P l l e s î i n i ~ ~  and the Arabs repcwenting dher 

that non-indigenou8 miiituy foira. ruch as the E g y p t b s  and the Jordanims, were invdved in 

&thg it. Amie's narrative hïghlighted the Jewd exphmees of siege and EDnuas on thcir 

uisùig hom his fraxning of k iauas. Not di d the putiâprats would wapt  hU 

interpretation of the War and aome p W  the P h t i n L N  bKk into the narrative. [SLC TolUid 

Resist.nce, W w . ]  

On the ILF tour, w t  wcrc .I#> told of the httks br fendem. But ntha thui trkc us 

to m y  parti& site Tak, the tour Ndc ,  mkeâ us di to, 

... try to miyirr whm you bdr di over, [.II amund] yai. during the WU of 
independence, t hq  w a c  shcliùg Jmdem from that p h  above the m d  we uc 
driving -1, Jaudan w.s tiny thcn ... and (the Ank] had the advantage point 
and they waoshelling hervily Jaiidem". 

imagining this rp.œ on t h e  tenns mnkmcd the siege nurative As WC drove don6 thae 

rards we were surcounded by hills and vdeys, which were d d k d  to us at once ~ a y  

k . u a h i l u i d d ~ , t a t h c y . r c . L o p l a ~ a i I w ~ u e d ( m d i t b i n p ü c d o a J d r y i n k  

u d )  to hide ' a t t a h n  T& dso bld us t h t  during the W u  of Indcpaidenœ, the J h h  

community was "besieged by the M u h  ammunity d Jendem," and a "Surviving Pluin h d  

to be drawn up to i~scue the Jews. As we deove akmg this mate, Taha dm pointed to numkr 

of wry old4odring trucks wt dong the nmow ridge d the rodway. lhcit iisUficma, we 

the aiege of Jairsllem. TaLa .skd us again b iook out the windows d out bus and Ad: 



Arab villages uc mtes of ''umbioh," "s'shdang," and danger and, signifïe~t1y, Uny .ie p m t e d  

as on the offensive. At the same üme, the simpk means by which the Jews struggled for theV 

survivd was eontindiy emp- in the nurative. 'Ibis wrs a people a p h t  whom di odds 

werepard. E m p ~ h c i F w c r r t h c c 6 É a b d a d ~ p d p s o p l e . n w # l i y Y f ~  

fonnd to copc with the aimpiest of tods - "hud boW, Youtdaîed trucksa unda h g e m u s  

dmmist.ncee. Highlighted were the Jewd ingenuity and common .s a minority in the 

ficc of a highly cootdiiuted, wd-umed "Murüin mijolay". The awmy, on the otha hmd, 

appucd  to have h i n a t e c i  their efforts b dcbtioy this maIl, piocieering enterpria? that is 

hl The Jewd vietory was nothhg lese thm minculous in lighl of dl of the difiidties thqr 

f a d  

The# intezpretations of the W u  anphmiad the dangwua and illegitirnate rok of the 

extenid &ab forcesas w d ,  though thcrewrsiittkcffwttoexpl.inordekminejusthowcn 

whm t h e  forces kamc a factor. Li the KSF tour. the empbis w.s on the skge of a kibbutt 

that was attackd by Un Emtiw during the 1W w u .  Thiscmphriad Uut the "enexnies" are 

ckmeonnwhentheymightseemfuaway. Lithis~~~mpk,Ulcbi~pideaplrinedhowthe 

Egyptian loms crcmeeâ the "enth N q e v  De#rC" in tkir ctiorts b maeh -. What in 

suggested is that no city or -ce in Israel could cver d y  be mk from u iy  Anb shte wanting 

to i e ~ h  lsrael puticuluiy its capital. Thur, the 19474 W u  h o m e s  a metonym for b d s  

history as a country in a constant date of siege and its vietaie0 are pmented m mimilois 

rithet thrn sttrtegic miiitary texm~. 



(Rc)WngJmua&m 

The Six-Day Wu or the Wu in 1967 was, by aü t a u  accounts, the tuming point for 

Istrei, boîh within the state and eirr>und the world. On rll tours, the "cetum" and "rwnification" 

of the nation's "traditionrl" capitd, Jerusakm wrs hghlighteâ in every narrative. This was 

preeented as the w u  that secmd Isnei's pnrncc in Che region and dcnnsd h a  as a müituy 

force to k rtclrantd with. 

On the ILF tour, a tout œlebrtuig Je!mdeds rXX) yeus, we kud a i i s  from the 

M.yadJ~~wdl.smitituyuidrgarcy~nndwhogecdedue,to~niaer 

"united Jaurkmœ and the "heroes" who united the aty. In many ways, the 1993 tour of 

Jemmkn w u  more d a akbntion of the 1967 wu's accornplishments, Uut is the ' ~ a t i o n  

of the City," than r oekbntion of uiy  puticulu rok t h t  Jcnisrlem plrys in contrmporuy Iardi 

gociety. 

On the IDF tour we were tiiren to the Auununition Hill State Mem0ri.l Site and 

Muaeum, =ted to the Reunification of Jerudem ûuring the Six Day W u ,  1967." F m  1948 

to 1967. this uea sawd as Jordan's cornmuid poc~t and W C I ~  donge oenttc. 'This Memoriai 

Site and Muaeum is set within the reconstmcted underground bunker and -ch system. 

At this rite, the w u  of 1%7 was pffsmted as r hemic wu involving bnei's &te 

politid and military leadership. After wrllllirg amund t k  hmdrcs, WC w a r  taken inb a d 

auditorium anâ h w n  a film &out the wu. 1 have chonen uocne parts of the fiün'e nuntive in 

ardar to highiight how the w u  was presented as a defensïve national w u  h g h t  on khdfof  the 

mtire Jcw*h nation. In ail of the narratives, the Anb fhas, in parti& the Egyptians and 

Jordmhs, were pmented as the ~ggiléssors, atbcking or pluuiing to rthck M. ïsraei, cm the 

o t k  huid, w u  paai ted  as sûnply Pepuing to "defend i t d f  ud. eventdy, ô h g  fomd 

into r "ewnter-attrdc" 



The füm we watdicd prraentcd one WWS pmpctive on the 1%7 wu. He desaibeâ 

his c d  to duty and his f d b v  collvades-- two of üuee of whom died in the bat* At 

each stage of the brttk ht tdd us whrt he erperienœâ. F a  aumple, 

We're about to en& the Jewish Quuter. More me is the Dung Gate Breathe deep, 
wc%caboutbniYlcadrrimtorrhvnbUieOldCi~ InthoacmomentsIfdtUutI 
d d  Q p t  cvaythuig: di the sights of wu, the w o d e d ,  the amoke. I had built br 
myeeif a rat of pmtective wd". W e  wem movù\g under the w.Ua and fbr a moment 
my oawe blurred. h d s  of shooting biought me brdr to mdity, we aontinued 
deknding , the Old City., 

This was 8 moviiy preaentrtion during which uaUny €ire and the noise of battle filled the 

auditorium as da&, hry dide photo8 WKn of the battie sccns 6iied the m. The film's focus 

on an ordinuy per#,n8s rqonses to the chlos of w u  wis wry effective. This pcsentation not 

only desaibed this individuai's h d c  e fhds  in batUe, but the wu's resdting spiritual 

was pres~nttd as the nation's vicfor~ and tk battk w u  desaikd in mach 8 wry that it eeems it 

was the Jws' ~ t i o n i l  mission to take the aty. 

Typial of .LI the militacy narratives w.e the fKt that these was abaolutdy no cefaonce 

never givm u i y  infpcllutioct about the d i s r i p p a u ~ e  and dcstructioii of wh.1 b km 

consewatively estinuted as over 300 Pilestinian v i l l a p  in the 19474 period. Nor were we 

given any information r h t  the hundreds of thousmds of PIlestinirns who fied and W ~ O  wese 

displaceci nwi Urir homes during the samc period, or in the piial since, inciuding d w  and 

since the w u  O€ 1967. 



ImmtumtoauiniaetheSyrù,Isne l i~dnunt ives~~  werep~mtedinthe 

Golan Heights fegian. Syrù was one of the countries invdved in the 1%7 w u  with Isnel; other 

eonûagraions occurred in 1WS74. Tite GoLn Heights area wrs occupied by b r d  as a r e d t  of 

the w u  in 1%7 and was of6idrlly (and illegdy) ~ n e x e d  by kael in Docember of 1981. 

On the ICSF tour we spent the night in one of the origirutl kibbutam in the Cllilee 

riegion, just muth of the G o h  Heights. ïhe neit day, iftn a morniiy tour of the lribbutz, we 

descziptioins of the loai tedidents and kibbutzïm in the area but when our guide wis about 

the milituy issues in Oie ura, he dd that we wait to meet Pinhas, mother ioal rosident, who 

wrs waiting to tdc to us about these issues. 

Appximakly twenty minutes iater, we d imnhked  fion the iecp, and we hund 

unyingapinitshdstuoniiiship. Antiapa~Ithinkthat~hadaninformedriudience 

before him, Pinhas very d d e n t l y  begm to 1+11 us about the Coian, waming that he would do 

w "without getting inside politics." Pinhas inhmted us that we had corne at a mitid moment in 

put "beuuae right now no one d y  knows nothing. Maybe nsrt yeu we'U n d  p-prb hcR 

a maybe not!" He sulzgesteâ that the Isnelis - and pmmmably h&Jews mthcr than Iamli 

Dniat oc BedOUUI -in the region woic living with the feu of the unknown. 

Aeeording to Pinhas, the mlationships imong peoples in the Golur ares were cordial 

until the middk of %e 19Ws. Until that time, "simple famm [bved on the W&em dopes and] 

thqr even used to triade with the Isrdis down Wu, sellin4 ho- whc.t w h . m  thy 

got*" It wrs not until 



From thrt point on, acaxding to Pinhas, there wre "shoothg and s h d h g  mody with Russian 

d e q ,  R u a e h  t.nnans, once a w& twice r week on difknnt Israeli kibbutzim ud 

moshîvim." Betw- 1%4 and 1%7, Isneli timilics M g  in the region were f d  to live 

"inside the bomb shcitecs." He then dced us to 

y o d  [.s) one of tk M i  fumas who use(d) to go out to fum his 
land an of awrse. this was lleo r good -et for the Syriui cannons. niey see one of '"i"$" 
the kaeü tnctors wtside, [and] thy to shoot. 

According to out guide "aii th- pobkms continued unti1°67." puih.s then arpl.ined why 

mounhin unda h m d  to up;ure the 'yriui bunkers on top" and beause the cbtiauted risk to 

Isneli liws was too p. Still, the Isrielis rcluctuitly agreed to take the ofnensive on this fiont. 

that lanl would ohmrise chocme to enter into r w u  with it. It was oniy when "a d m h h ,  

a smaii gmup of peopk" from the northem kibbutzirn met with Lavi Eshkd, the lsneli Prime 

Minister of the tirne, that a disrussion kgan and it was: 

mus, rcaicding to Piahas, it was only as r rcsult of r local populist mowment th.t brd en- 

into the w u  with Syria. Whik I s r d  was on the ofhsive, it was aill priescntd rs a ductant 

participant. The resultïng vidory then, w u  nothing short of mviculous. On the fifth day of the 

Si* Dry Wu, and with fiew military mumices on hand - "the Air Force was not eo big" and wis 

"bugr d o m  South" - 
...[S ]tep ûy step, ... we -cd vay earîy in the momïng... [using] ôig buîidozers [with] 
mehi stiiclds of ciwrse, tanks, and inhntry units .... [It wm] ... only in the rftanoon 
[ t h a t ] t h e ~ b n ü d d i e r ~ d [ r t ]  thefirstümdSynuibunûers,aimoettheumc 
place we u e  standing [in] e h t  now. 



Stüi, accordhg to nnhr, it was ody .fta the aphuc of the Coian Heights that one d the 

kibbutz 6ghtem would mount bar he h d  "cedisai w h t  a big thmat we goî fmn the Sycian 

Anny." in other words, it was a defaiàve w u  rtta d. 

vidory to the contemponry situation. He atpluncd: 

...[Y lai must understand the big argument in Iarl tody m n d  .bout givùig back the 
M. We are mt taking abut the Ind. And ib it's not about bringing baek th- 
people that axe living in the 32 Iarü aetUanaits on the Cdui Hei &&.. thc only 
ugummtinIetreltodayisifwec~trusttlrSyiiuis. Tîtbistheugument. 

ud public relations that the w-Isrwli CbllQict ts gate~aiiy miarcpresented to the wodd: 

"Thqr aiwciys =y. .. the h d -  .. the Lflciia 'aptured' or 'took m y '  h m  SyrU" But, he 

mggested, the ral Uua are 'it we a n  îrust Syii.n/ and " w b  wmts to be responribk fot th* 

decisio CL-" S U  Pinhas admitted, that Isnel too wts a thttrt for the Syrirns. He .sked us to: 

"Imagine yowae1.f j.s a SynuiL [and] the Ist& tanks are Sitting two hours ride h m  the sycian 

u p i t d  aty, f m n  Dunamm and, d caur+ it'e dao a big Uueat to Aaui." And y&, it is bml Uut 

wanb the and it is isr& who "me t i d  &om @vin6 yeam in the umy. Al1 of us 

are tired from giving one month in the reeervc untü the age of 6 or 50. AU of us wuitb peaœ." 

And he added .nothCr waming: 



ThacwarUucca(oiupl.asI*cUwdovatkûduiHeighk T h î s w a s i h a  
d p k e E a v ~ n t o t h e s y n i n o f f i a c ~ 8 ,  ~ w u ] w a t e r . . . a > ~ 6 r o n a  
~turd". undeqpund spruig. Thy built. mull 7 pool". ï t ü s w u r s m d  
dub, [with] roomr- and even i raid anteai.... hy u d  to di cdd 
drUiLsmdcvaylhiiymd[Oiae],waavayhnyb~dJumar, Nowthere 
is maha wondeifui doy îhat the lanlis .. [WL .bout] in-. diLkrrnt kibbutzim uid 
moshavim in thg uecl The people.... [said Uut] cvy week Uiac was d y  one day 
[of cvay week] Uut was quHt w u ]  no s h o o ü n ~  no r&lüiy no nothing. 
U w U y  Uiis was Thursday. Now this is why. ...Every T h d r y  .Aaaa>i~... [a] 
r d  bus wd to pitro "r the diffemnt Syliui binkar  This was a big red bus loded with 
womcn inside and, kt's ry in  ce words, thoae womaw (sic) were jud f a  fun to Lhe 
SyNn offieers. Now the stay is t h t  every T h d a y  rfternoon, when the Istaelis 
[who] iived in ki'bbutzim and moebvim... 
the mi bus-. hd the Syrian bwilren, [tJhey ~t&[d] 
olba [-rtonight we dodt n d  the bomb 
night.... 

description d ütek shipidity. This ahrpidity is coatnsted with the devermm of the kibbutm*s 

who easiiy dUcoverrd - ushg i simple set of binocSn  pointcd in the right direction - Uut 

T h d a y  8ftemoons W n t  impromptu cease6re pedods. 

It w u  interestint that mas stayed away fiom diScussin6 what many c d d e r  to k a 

lyr issue d confiid in the Golan mgion: water (Sclürtu 19W). V a y  mon d e r  we returncd to OU? 

bus, howcver, SVIL\ distussed the confiid in k m e  very terms. S e  erpl.ined: 

...(W)hen in the eui 'a kd as a &te deddeâ to ôuild a natioii.l water [* the 
Goian H e h t s  heig K t and naturd gmvity to br iq  the wata d o m  through the Jotdui 
Vdey]". the S y r h s  oùjeded bittaiy... At Qa they hWd [to in(avcac] with the United 
Na- and then [when it) was -... that lstrd m mtitied to we the witer, w 
then[theSyrbns]startd [torhoocus]withutikyuidtheaewachcrvy,~~ 
fighta.. at the place w h m  the pumping station ahaild have kai.... [AIS a d t ,  the 

ping station could not be buiit and it hi. movd down to the Sci dGdik- NOW 
the]'67Wuwrollsoarlled t h e " W u O i m T h c W l k r . " S m e d y o u m a y ~ k r  t- 
(h.t~[inrapaiactothcwatapcijclt~tthclrnclirhdplandkdtiücdlobuüdJ ... the syiians mventeà that id- of diverthg the water in a di- canai lhrt w P  
&&upwhthc-dUuJabnRiva,at&airrr." andtheyrtutcdUK~.& 
aiul with the fininad aid of many Arrb muntries. They h d  .LI the niony ac td ly  
and they stuted [buüdiiy] - the divertin6 d meant ih.1 the Jadm fiver 
water would stop COllUllg down to the Sep of G d i k  but [would] rdha ... end up in 
Jadui mid Uut was l very major thra t  to h l .  And whai [the htwllr ceachedl -. the 
G o h  in '67, the canai was bund. It was h a e t  completely M t .  

Iawrs occupation of the Golan Heights is mthing amce than i dchriiive poshur. E- the 



knign occupation. with no popuiatiai rdva r ly  I&hd by that occupation. in faet, what was 

presented w a  m occupation thrt sexures lad% northem M e r  as wdl as its much needed 

We were presentcd with miIituy nuntivcs abwt the Cdm region when we stoepcd 

at a p h  crlled Xissinga's Rampa, a phce in the Cdm Heights ovedookhg the now - 
atundoned man village of Kune i tn  Bo(h Avi on the N and Amie on the iDF tours exphinal 

the importance of the Ramp m vy rimüu terxns. 'Th& narratives d d b e â  a marprk~ attack by 

the Symns in 1973 on Yom Kippur, me d the Jews' hoiiest drys, and Uie haoism of one 

induccd pmic becruae it was the first time t h t  the k d i s  h d  kcn caught off@ and iii- 

In 1973, on Yom Kippur moming, -îhe Syrhm [and] Egyptims opend füe on the Suez 
CiniludthcSyiirnqinr~ta*i~.ctioamgadl#l0tak.onUic6rontUnc0f 
the Golan Hei8hts. Thit is the l y l t  col~~ntrrticm d u m a ~  in îhe hisroy of modem 
wufue. Thac wm't  one batîle in Wotld W u  Iï, that [involved] ISûû tanks.... And 
ihcSyciansnrIudthetuibandamc~theGotrnH ' hta [T]heSyri~18,within 
a mtter of hotus, cwipietely destroyeâ haver  133 m?tuilrs- ai the -th- 
fi& Not one ta& w.s mobile rfter the initial attaclt On the northem hnlc just on 
theoUiaddedWdllt iod-(~~upthehülUwrr.WsaVSyciUcd t h e V d k ~  
otT~uidoi\eunithclddfOKMwthcrnr~uid~dtby~syri.nr. Itwaskd 
by a Yanenik Jewish oaicer, Victor K.hluii who b mm [the] Miiiista of P o k  and 
intcrnrl Sccunty in the govcrnment. And he d d  Ucrc with 13 tiniy 6 O€ hm 
lLnmObik, 7 ...gohg up and d o m  ihc umc camp ud ehmting at tlw Jyiiina [md] 
they held out into... the culy  evenhgs. The man parakxpm.. cornmuidas 
. .qtured the Hermon Mountains. Thy took the brdi pmitiorr on top d the 
maantain and started theh way down. Thy-. ùnoeked out ap utüky uni& [and] ... 
the mtim front Lin Fcn a œ p t  br one spot rt this V d k y  d T e u a  At [the indi 
b' dekd ] t h c ù c o m m ~ 1 d u , V i c t o r K . l i 1 ~ w c r c ~ a t ~ ~ t U K y  
di 0 tœe. Aii U#ysr iwwar thcrhot r ,h f l . i iK . . .Udap .wdrhoot forT  . 
They didn't [even] see the tank in the d u k  M d  out until- midday nad day 'til 
these was 

were] hud 
Hcny  Kimingu QNS in (uid] says OK the Syti.ns; they'rc fhiahd mw. They're redy 
to corne to the negothting table. Thy've got nothhg k L  IcR, wmt the] krür to 
hcd back to the Volunic Ridge and thai thhgs wüi &art mlbg in the Gohn H w t s  
for negoktiona Isrrielis #id no way. You an't imagine w b t  thib r i d e  b oppoeite 
O r n u r u  IKissu\ger] landcd right hem,. Ifs a tank position. [He] took out the map 
u d m d c a d c O s i o n t h . t w c ' d @ ~ b r d E K i m c i t ~ t o h ~ u i d ~ t h c R i d ~  
nirus why we're hem tody in 1998 ...mt wm] the situatioil [in the] bt w u  [in] 73. 
ïherewasrtot.lmt&g~l~~fdîout, T h e ~ m d ~ w e r e p t r n n i r y t t o  



attab. .. (TJhymrpekà us and h t  won't hapjxn again beuuc here in the Gdm 
Hcigits it's mdmem di the thne. It's m a c  tanks and it's more ioldiar.... 

Note the mpsentrtion of the nusivamm of the lcryrian's a t k k  power and the diminished 

that 1-1 would eventudly .nmx the tenitories w u  proven to be a d one lnd annerd the 

usq despite the Jynin DNZr populrtion's resistance, (err above "Rcwognising Ambs") in 1981, 

The bûmon-brd d d  was pcsmkd to w on the k a d  M Fund Tour at a aite 

d e d  "the G a d  Fence". On our way to the Caod Fence, WC purecd Kiy.t shmoii., 8 

dcvdopmait town that hm km the site d frequcnt d d i n g s  h m  LRb.non. T.l* hd US ta 

tell us about the town: 

Hem the w u  of Lebancm WLP ptr~ented as a w u  that striengthened the people'@ (and, as in the 

Negw Narratives above, it is the non-European Jews who are r e d e  (Shohat lm, 1969)) 



Soon .fto prdiy thioyh Kuy.t Stunona, we u r i d  at îhe "Good ka," a pask and 

wanted us to kmnv th& though she was not a soidia in tk L e h m e  w u ,  site thought we ~hohould 

get rn Isneli atiaen's perspective belore getthg An's (the retked Brigadier Genenl who was her 

accompmying guide) perspective on the conflict. 

'meUiingfuhmœ of this incident in t h  way: 

Now this wrs a vcy rneaningéui incident, bea- this incident showeû tk fumar of 
* t h L e b u K > n t l u t t h e ~ i s m d y ~ I s r w l [ m d U i r t ] I s n e l i s u c m t ~  
viliains. And it talces a while but littie by littk, they [clme] in for heip... And they 
&an to trade-.. And they &art getting a day's permisoion to oome to wock for a day... 
You have di kinds d frcititics that hclp out the fumers & S o u t h  fr).rnan. Now 
k d ~ [ ~ s w ~ ] m o p p o n u i i i t y t o ~ w o t l p i n e w i t h t h c S w t h ~  
milit* Sotheyjtrain]thcm. Thy~i~Lhmimiîihrydothiiythy@ve]them 
milituyvehicks,and thereuealotof amncctionsbchvcenthetwo. 



popdation in the South Lhcicsr m a  and thcir request lot mihtuy .id was thus prrmted as 

iegitimrte Yet they m a d t h ,  nther than, fa example, an rmiy conmuid. Taha later said: 

As a d t  [of the continuhg "ch.aa within LabanonL differerit tcrrorists dut[ed] b 
infiltrate into the vihges, and aPt[ed] to shoot t o w d  the border and t o w d s  the 
difkent I s t d  aettlemcnts .long the border. The situation is getting worae and 
worst.... [and theJ militia carmot prevent then from infiltrathg into the dlages and 
the siturition is pw ing  gdiu l ly  wonc The Sou# LRbuiese M 0 d y  on lrnd and 
they prrrsuic Iael into helpmg them out. in the meantirne Wyat Shmona and .II the 
kibbubim dong the border rleo prruuic lawl a d  that results ... [in] Isml mteting 
into Lebanon in 1962 

not ody about its own botdem. It was now aaked to mfCI and a neighbouc u q h t  in the 

aoliatrtioii and the defcnsive 4 s  of the Isneii border population. But Tdi8 must dao e x p k  

why h a e l  amtinues to occupy the ma.  

The war was over and rgrin, ï'm not going to get into the poiiticril situation dteswuds, 
but the decision was made that most of the Isneii forces wüi puii back behind the 
international line. But-. a -in number of people will dl be within what is W n  
as the "eecutity aone".,(Thej idea [was that] kae l  was to trPin with [the] South 
LebuKse miiitïa so weii that they rould hold on and do the job by thernselws The 
muth LRbiinese did advmce a lot but still they cuuiot do it d by themdves. So what 
happens todry, they have posts side by side and aometimes togctha. 

nius, Isnci's continumi presence in Southcrn Lebanon and the ~ b o c a t i o n  between isnel and 

the South tcbuKse were dso defined in terms of Isnel 'smuity" and the deknce of the nation. 

Afkr we left this site and b d e â  the bus again, the Brigadier Ccncrd and W s  North 

M e a n  community repcc~entatiw who had been assisting Taha on the tour, stood up at the 

front of the bus and h a n  to fil1 in some of the 6aps he fdt she had Mt out of hcr nuntive. Avi, 

a reüred Brigadier Genet01 had served in Lebanon for two years and was the "iast coaunander in 

the Bcinit uieriw befwe Israei's 'withdrawaIW h m  Lebanon. H e  was his desaiption uid 

...n] he Conaict with labanon started dter the Six Day Wu.... [qntil Oic Six Day W u  
it wrs a uiet border between k a e l  and Labrnon. ... [A]& the confiid with King 
~uwpeinlof Jordan] with the Paiestinians na( of the P.lestinun orguiisrticms moved 
han J i d r n  to Lebanon and h m  '68 untii to dry,. ( h m  auy have been] m e  dry [ t h t ]  
waa quiet ôetween bml and Lebancm. E w y  dry [them wm] motha 
than.ndweüiedtodour)3hingwithLcbuKm, 1anremindyouwe 



kirut, the capital d lcb.noa. Th* w r  the Paoc br [-1 War and we stopped... 
thi w u  with the big idea [that] maybe WC can change the govwnmait in Lebancm and ,. ~dlteanewLcbrn>nwithrgooddaaaishipwithLnd ButmLRbanon,rryau 
hm, live Christlln, Musiim, S ' a ,  Dnizim, Sunnim and ali ot them arc Lebanon's 
atizens. And the aviliui w u  in Lebanon etutcd in 'W.... And from this time until 
May, cvery otha manth they have .nollnr conflid h e e n  the p u p s .  espeaally 
h c s i  the idigau grwps, (Le,] between the Musiim Shi'a ud the auLaan. Pt is 
Uiej sune [as the] situation in Yugoehvh. 

In other words, Leù.non's multi4mic and rndti-religioua country was bound to cause it civil 

strik and, in fret, Uut civii strife had been part of the counttry'e hieta y br eome time prior ta 

etrrrtegic phüoaophy, was kgitim8te. Note as w d ,  that Avi ustd the 0nici.l nune for the wu, 

Ti lu  had d c 8 c n i  the wu) to the deknœ of the northern puts of btaei, the C.lilee m a .  Avi 

then tumed to describe what he thought was the crw d the matter. It was not jus4 the 

Palestlliiuis who h d  moved th& temcist organisations O liebanon fioui J d m  that wae the 

He later addtd: ",.(W[e have [no] problems with the avilian peopk., in the muth of 

The d y  questions mkeâ by my d the tourisSs dter both of these presentations ame 

h m  Kevin, r middk.igeâ medicd doctor fmm a âty outside of Toronto. He .drcd "Whai was 

this wu? [and] Wh.1 were you doing fighting this wu?" Avi uid "1982' but hi8 infkcoon uid it 

dl. He was uxunistdubly t.krn aback with Lhis quesion. Both he and Tûia hrid methoâidy 

were not being "politicdu in th& cepmentaticms, though i n d d  they wae not p-ting the 



their d e  to "dightai" thoee who tmlr mch a poeition. Fa, in hcf thh was 8 war that hid Split 

the Jewiah cummunities both inside and outside d kael d was the brsis foc the focmation of 

Isnel's Me& peace inovement, the Race Now movement. IbU w u  .I.o the w u  that led b the 

infamous LRb.neeae Muaute Chnstiui ~~ d Pilesthians living in the Sabra and Shatiiia 

h g e e  camm a mmsac~p h t  led to rn h e i i  goventment inquiy which bokd into lsneli 

milittqr mpmibihty fot the mamacre (Cianmu 1990; Levy 1997). At the tirne, I thought that 

Kcvui might have been oonhrstd by the fad t h ~ t  T& and Avi were both using the Istl~!li 

miiitaaynameforthewu-the"PeaœCorC.Lila" wu-ntherthuisimpiydeeaitnngitui the 

b l i - w  wu, 

On theothcr hanâ, noone dulkngeâ Avi or T u s  interpiietrtion devents M i n g  to 

the invasion and the continueci occupation of Lebuioii. Avi had ugued h t  the reuron for the 

invasion of LcbuKIn wur that Pdestiniui groupe had set up th& tcrrorist organisations there and 

that kaei needed to her ~~ rgWist t h .  T&s siightly diifertnt version is 

interesüng oniy beause site never once p i c e  of the P r l e s t î n i ~  but ntkr highlighted the 

tebinese need fa b r d  intervention. She a h  evoked a eense of desice and need for 

the modem unenitics avûiable to them boni b r d .  

Overuidagain, tkconaictwith Lebanon w u r W  totheooiinicct withsyriaondof 

the tours. As Avi d b b d  above, it w u  a surreptitious action that Syria wrs undertaking nther 

than a dcduriticm of w u  rglinst i sd .  Isml was newr o n e  d d W  as iikgdy occupying 

the southan put of Lebanon on any one of the tours. Inskrd the k u a  was cm the "peaœfd" 

relations lsml enm with sane of the South labrnese. The fact that Hezb0U.h -œtCl10tibf8œ in 

Avi and Taüa's accounts -continue to faht in the southexn Lebrnese area and are responsible foi 

hitting somc sites in tk northem put of Israel was never exphined in tcrms d thcir tesistance to 

the occupation d SwUi kbanon by laad. Thnc ocganisations were not d ~ ~ d l i  as 

~ d i g e w ~ r t o t h c L n i t a y n n m n ~ s ~ i ~ t o I m ü o c c u ~ t i o n .  R.UatheroWw.ron 

UKirInni~~uidSyrYn~lppafni~ngthyueay@byatcmillynthathnintanrSly 

ddgned priaritics, The n e d  loran IsmekonbUed milituised nme iioIlowa this bgk. And, in 

U i i . w l y t h c ~ d c o & d w . r ü n l r c d ~ y ( o t h t t n d b y i t d O n n i d r w u ~  



nad for the oontiriuation d isrreli "deknsid inaütutlocis in the area. 

Foc the milittasy nuratives to be understwd from an b e l i  perspeaive, it is the WS 

who are rightfidly in theV plra uid d e r  W e ,  mummded by muiti+thnic, rnulti-teligious, 

picmod- chiot*. dangeram, and un6ovemable othexs. It is lsnd that behmgs and its phce 

mut be secrned militdy or dl that is d a t d  with it, democracy and modmty, will be k t *  



In this chapter 1 expiore the "secuiiv ninatives that underlie UK ~ ~ n t a t i o n s  of 

eettlemait policy in regions in and amund h e l .  1 llso exunine the way that the new Pace  

accords, particuluiy the Deciurtion of Rinciples signed by I s n e l  and the Pdesünians, more 

popularly known as the Oslo Accords, ue representd to the tour participants. And W y ,  1 

look i t  how touriats ayyed with as they qrwstioned the Iogic of the d î y  namatives 

ptebcnteâ by their tau guides and ho&. 

On d of the taus, the uguments for settling certain uers of land were connectd to 

the uqency b 'secure" the land. In this section, 1 present th& issues nised in relation to the 

neeâ to mote and maintain security corridors. While at times these issues were f Med withn 

druia icdQCUti ty  m, the main üuust of the arguments was that settîing the luid would 

secure it as the Jews' luid, rgaînst any t h t  of future displacement or negoüations with the 

Acabs, primuily the P d c s t ù U ~ ~ ~ .  As a result, dthoqh these bccutity nuntives une at times 

about milituy oc ddmce nds, that wrs not theh p i m u y  f w .  Mead we wac pzeœnted 

with the detnopphic politics of a Jews* date in an Amb Middle East. This w u  îhe caœ when we 

traveiled to the aettlements in the Jordan Valley, and as we toured the Grlilee region. 

Although th- had been ui unafnad peace between J d m  and ïmel br some t h e  

prior to the signing of the Peace Agteement in the 199ITs, Iscdi-Jewish settlemcnt patûms 

explWHd the n d  for setücments in the Jordan V d e y  despite the fad that i Peaee -ait 

had ben signed between Jordan and I s d .  Shc w a m d  "8ehind Jordan there is k.q, ... W e  ... 



O the nointains up hm. Thirty h ~ p e  is [nothhg]." The implication was that th- is a d to 

a i t e  œttkments in this mount.in,us region - to contd the high gmmd - to enable the 

surveillrnœ of the Jotduiiui eide of the Jotûrn V a k y  ama. But Sivan rlso ciaimed h t  

" a m q m  the W" - that is, eettling the h d  - wur necessuy not d y  because it d d  

pment the uae of scuds or 0th- b d s  of miesila fmm ieridiing these sites, but b u s e  a 

"country or date is not amquered... unkss [and until] p u  have the trwps going on the ground, 

bringuie [in a] supply of W, btinging people in, [and] uihbiting the m q d  luid." In other 

couid ensure thrt cvcn if them wm a land settkmait with the PdestWam in the future, the 

Isntlis would 'not kt theae mountrins k owned by Prkainiuisw. in this w q  the distinction 

ùetwcen the milituy and the civiiian dimensions of security cdlrpses. 

ïh is preaentation was very simiiu to one preaented on the hrd Devebpment Fund by 

oui guide Amie who explained that "the word '&rleniaitr today basicaiiy means m y  Jewish 

town or city over the 1%7 borderw or that is put oé the Occupied Tenitories, However, he said, 

"th u e  di&rmt types of settiements. He explined: 

W narratives dedt primarily with Isml's d fot thr continued surveilknœ of 

and P.ksoniui tercitories and .osumcd that land not pcseatly tœttkd by the 

P.*sonLnrcaild k u d  by the I d i s  for rcurity purpoee~ Landsapurrd during theSix 



M t y  in the mgion meant that the effects on othem, particuluiy non-Jews, were compkteiy 

Scnuity was .L.o presentcd as the rrua, b r  "settling" the M around Jenor3cm. 

W e  w m  dl sitting on the bus at this point ovedaking a rnull P a b t i x ü ~  vibge h.d 

deeignated part of Grukr Jerudem. Sivan aplained what this "ainapt" dGreatcr J- 

wu, based cm: 

The ainapt is that, o-luy* we had Lml and [West] Jrmvkm ...[ and t h  w u  dways] 
aparôilitytoarpudtothewest. Sowe*remt~~(~ccrmdwithtbir W e u e a m a r r d  
with the future war or hlture situation d dividing... a giving bdr p.h O€ Jerwiak~ 
And ao we have to secure Jenisrlem by buildin ncw neighborahoads to the muth, to 
ihc to noiUi land] to tbc Nortiwest. -blc m cntitlcd [to an M. v e i g d  to 
LRd in 19481 but., we're nd.. [mtïtkd to theme areas in the Ocaipied Territo~h~]. It'r 
wtanutterdweevebsmhereanotbefore. We'icjud oing(orcuicabig[ara] L ledint to the north. ,[P~tidy the undemtanding is t we rhaild nat -te 

su~d~d~icmoftheciibuicmtms. Wemwtdapthal BrarmipkL- 
thae's (the P.ktin*n aty ofl Bethkhem. ..a]f we don't have [tba JcwLh sethmente 
ofJ Gik and Taipiot blaclllng the spac Wan Whkkn and Jausrkm] on &y, 
[the P d e s t h h  centres wül] gmw out and meet with th.1 put of m. .A by 
dehg that you aetudly secure the sepuation of Muslim areas a PIkainiui meas fnom 
this aide [hael]. 

if it wem not fw new I d  settkmmts, Prlestiniuis would one day* by virtuc of the mhurl 

population gowth, surround the aty of Jerusalem. Furthcnnore, the Jews muat 6 the areas 

in orda to pcvait the Prkstinians fiom forming a conüguous territory and daiming a majority 

in this ursl. This danopphic ccmtest was diimisetd in plain pdicy tams. 



But, even uc.s that u e  not immediatdy within theCmter Jenisakm hub w e  

drimed for I a d  For exunpie, hW& Adumim, whcre we were told between 3 0 D  and &,CUI 

Jews cu~llontly resïde, h d  been deciand "by comemw" and %y the Labour Govemment" to k a 

Wuse Jausllem is one, ,. it is mt to be divided and ites charader shdd be Jewish. 
Thete may be Paiestiniui hsidents in it, but we must ensure the fact thrt it's going to be 
veq, very Isrleli and not my 0th- type [of setthment]. 

By d.iming that Ma'& Adumim is put of G m t u  J d e m ,  the sctllcmait komes a site that 

is Ynon-~otirbk" in rny lu id  f a  peacea d d  k a -  Isr#li poücy dtcs Chat "Jerudem" 

ahdi  aiways nmuin the "undivideda apitrl of hael and the JCWR Furthermocc, nccordiry to 

both Sivan rnd Amie on th+ IDF tour, Ma'& Adwnim pmvides r mute in and out of an uea that 

the isrrelis envisage will oiie day k within the Pdestiniui Autonomy mes. As such, Ma'& 

Adurnim beawies a settiement within the Aut01~)mous ames which legitimrftes Istrei's 

construction of w h t  ue d e d  %y-p.ssœ rords; roids whidi îitcnlly byp- the Pdestiniui 

urban centres, and provide routes to and h m  Jewse eetüements both within the Occupied 

Territories as w d  as in and out of Isrd. Note then that the contiyity of Jerusrlcm with areas 

settled by Jews w a c  of prirnuy conceen to the Iareiis and to the tour guidm the 

setthnent options and poliam. Thus, as Sivan Wd, Jemdem mu& remrin "hdifid" by " W h  

settlers or Jewish inhabitantSn (for mon on this issue, see Champion 1997-t, 1994; Lustick 

1996,1988) 

Settling the Catiln 

But the a t m 1  "other" is not the only threat to the Jewish state that a n  cmiy be 

"securecl" by setüing the land. On ail of the tours we wem told of an internai duycr thrt was 

iIso dedt with by establishin6 aettlemmts. Thrt internai "thmat" was .Ise cme b.#d on 

population danopphics. In the M>rthern part of h e i  d e â  the a policy of "Judaishg' 

or "Hebrewising" the Cllilee was M y  implemented in the 1 S W s  (aee hbinowitz lm; Y i f k W  

1991). Whik di of the tout guide8 gave a d&pt"n of th* poliy when we h a d  in the region, 



each enphisiscd a different part d the pnctia. Neverthdess, d ad<mmkd6ed that this w.s a 

pattern d 8ettlanent meant b m a t e  a JwLh maprily in an area that had p r e v i d y  hd rn 

Arab majority. Sivan on the 1- tour exphincd it this way: 

Dac was] a piocess of b ~ g i n g  a many Jewbh pople  to the Gdilee, a ~ U S S  that 
stuted in the 7 V s  aùnly. Ben Gurïon [ W s  hnt Prime Minista] had this idea first. 
me prwcr w.r a matter of] d-6 Ur Jnvuh popdation in the Negev. But Unn 
at some point the Cllilee -cd to k 00 sary, b u s e  the Arab population was the 
vast mqorityO and since we are demiing someünws with the question of w h a t  you have 
an Arab mapri ty... that is land that -y k qotiated in the future.... To WIL out that 
opportunity the kadis  started in the 'Ws, and then mwity in the W s ,  a program to 
b ~ g  those settlexnents up to the top of the mountains. They don? -py v d q s  
down ôelow whexe thac are temaces and fidds but ta* &t up &ove. A d  ao them 
are mmy, many #ttkmatts iike t h  hii(&r uaind the G.Lürr bmc di it the 
Judrisrtion, Hebmvisation, [ar] bradhtiori of the r-.like.... Thib is the t a m  
t h a t w u u d  [ t o m a n ] . ~ w t 0 ~ ~ p p i l . t i o n [ i n t h r . r c u ] r > h t a t n o  

t [in the future)... [would the# ucis] k q o t h b k ,  CithCr. Iter not the taribck~ 
of the West Bank]. It is not a mntested m.... nie m w t y  of israeii Anbs live in the r 

Caiilee and not dstwhece. 

Amie desaibed the ptactice in simiiu terms, adding, "it w u  very successfui. The's now a 

Jewish maprity in the Gaiilee..-" The need to -te and then maintun the Jews' maprity in uleis 

u w n d  laiel is presented as a simple given. How land might have come to be "ownd" by the 

Israeli-Jews or what prwents the PPlestinirn popdation h m  expanding its land brr~c was never 

explieated. Implied instead was that these new settlements were estabiished in uninhabited 

nther than "ternd" terrain, as though land not "terraceda might not ai- be owned or 

inhabited by I d  Pdestinians. The continued resistrncc to these poücies by Phtînians in the 

uler, induding the annual Day d the Land demonstratim in the GaMm were aise not presmted. 

Suggcsting that these imds w a c  not "contestedm was thercfore misleidhg in di cases. 

Sectuhg T e a d 5  nie Oda Accorda 

In this section on security narratives, 1 discuss representations of asmmhated i s r d  

Prime Minister Yitzhlk Rabin as a peaœmlker, as weU as the representation of the peaœ 

agreemait d l e d  the Dedaration of Pnnciples, more popululy hown as the Oslo Accorda that 

he signed. On dl of the tours, we wem takm to üœ site of Rabin's massination in Tel Aviv as 

well as Rabin's Tomb on Jerusrlem's Mount Herzi and eadt timc we wcre p t e b ~ n t d  with 



narratives of his place in heli adety. 

The nnt of the -10 A d s  w.r siped in 1993 between the &te of k n l  und- the 

leadership of Prime Minista Yitzhik Rabin, d the leader of the Palestine Liberation 

~ ~ t i o n ,  Y& Arafat. The basic contours of (& agreement were: the phased withdrawai 

of the 1smi.i military from the Territaries occupied by h e i  in the w u  of 1%7; the creation of a 

new entity superdhg the Palestine Likntion Organisation and named the Pdestïne Nationai 

Authotity to aàministet th- and the -ent to continue negoüating kr a 6nai 

agreement which wm supposcd k have ben  impkmcnted by 1998 that dedt with such 

uoutstmding" t.us as the fitc of the Pilatiniin d q p s  living outside of the Mte  of israel as 

w d  as the Occupicd Taritmies, and the rights to ud bounduies of "Jenisrlem" (Foreign 

Minisûy of Isnel1993; Kush 1% Said 1- 19%) 

The -10 Accords, which had in many arena - media, politics, pubiicaticms - been 

d e d d  as paving a new roid to p a œ  fbr lari and her nejghbntn were rarely the focus of uiy 

on- thqpund attention on the ILF or IDF tours, in fact the Accords and disagreements over 

Palestinun territories in the West Bank in parti& ceœived fu less attention thm any of the 

otha d c t s  in the region, and artiinly fu kss on-the-pund attention thui that given to the 

current conQict with bbmon uid Syrh. On the ï'ï,,F tour the Pace  Agmeawnts were repceaented 

as having aeateâ more uisecurity for I s r d i s  rathcr thrn any p a t e  hope for peace between the 

peopks of the region. On the IDF tour, the then-Prime Minista Bcnjunin Netanyahu pccbcntcd 

us with his miagivïng about any attunpt by a demoemtic Iwrcl to uuice peaœ in r dictatoc- 

ridden region- Prior to Rabin's asswhaticm, Ndanyahu had ampaignd agabst both the Odo 

One and Oslo Two Accords. Only the ICSF twk us into the newly d d &  "Autonomy Arei of 

Jaicho" whae we had the oppdunity to listen to a Palesthian v h t i v e  of the new 

Pdestinc Nationai Authority. 

Yitdilk Rabin's ammsination in No& of 1995 came as a shock to mmy in ï s d  as 

w d  rs uound the worid. Whik the site d his asumimtian iU5 mow b u t e  a f o d  mcmorirl 



rrraainrtiaii, At a& vïsit to the site. the tour guides told tour partidpuits what he or she had 

km dohg at the lime of the assassination and how he a ihe hrd heud ibwt  it. AU describd 

how the country hid d d d y  rtoppd, and enphasid h t  people dl o m  kmel and the wald 

w a c  ihodrld ôy the went and completeiy OrriCDme with grief. E.di guide iI.0 noted that 

hael's y o d  h d  cespondcd in w y s  that sucpcised (hat dders. No one had apected thb 

'apolitid" and 'Amcrianised" seetor of krdi society to have paid so much attention to such 

tour guida. The tomb itsdf stands out h m  othcn in the ametay. Riring fimm the ground, two 

aubk tombames, wwhite, h.lf-bU< split in the middk are drikîngly difkent fmm the flrt 

black slrbs of muble that muk 0th- state leaders' tambs. 

But whether we stooâ at the site of Rabin's rssrssination in Tel Aviv or by his tomb site 

in J d d s  Mount H d  his 188155U1*s motives - ending the implementation of the Oslo 

auinpie, whik b d h 6  in fmnt of Rabin's tomb in h h m t  H d s  miîituy cemctay uid be6b?e 

taying a wrerth at the site, Amie fkom the IDF tour, had this to sry: 

...RI his country has diil not comc out of the shoek of the fad th.1 out Prime Minister 
w u  asmmiruted,. by a Jew and the fact that our Prime Minas w r  m t e d  by a 
J ~ w h o w u w e ~ a y ~ \ U U U o n h i . h a d . I t ' a o ~ ( o ~ a  

&e nin aivisioncd the p t ,  pr r rn t  and the futam d ahte of 
Sabra [Irtrcli-ôom] Prime MUWla.  [He w u  a] w u  hem (who hrid] p r o 4  himaeifon 

d. [k wm a] tough, iton-fdd pditidrn. And th«L at a œ r h h  
to the reaiisation that we had won the w u  but we'd last the peiae. 

And (with] that understanding (he] toak thrt inaedible step [of aigning the Peicc 
Accords with the Pakstinims]. If you., look at the film of Arafat and Rime Minister 
Rabin (and bdr at the "body language' ofJ that handdmke on the hwn at the White 
House [yai wül notice that while] it miy took a kw seconds [to rhake bands], I U h k  
Yitzhrlr Rabin (had gone] h g h  hours and h m  &inking of how it was gohg to 
h a p  [ad] w h t  hc w u  wiiy to do. A n h t  watt t o w d s  him ad, in bi. own way. 
as the otd mldM W i n ]  sbwly put out his W. It wis a vay. v a y  difficult moment 
[Eoc him] but maybe that was his gzeatness.... He knew how to ovacome thost types of 
hesitations. That w u  his patness... 



Uttn-Orthodox Jew, had kilied the Prime Mùrister. W wwrs no mention of the amassin's 

moüves or of his association with 0th- anti-peace, ultra-nrtiondst extremists who had, in their 

i u t i o d  -pu'p, d e d  Rabin a "traitor" for having sïgned the P a a  A v e n t  wiîh the 

"enetnies of the Jws". Not one tout y ide  pointed in this direction. In fact, many descrikd 

Rabin much rs M e  hrd. He was an cxcmpluy Istleli-bom polititian and tniiitary leader. With 

that only Rabin couid have takm Ismlis to this point. Even w, the "oid rdW couid ody  

with bis long-timc manies, Arafat and the PdestinUns. 

On the ïLF tour, discussion of the Oslo Accords tuniecl to the suicide bombings in the 

Diængoff Shopping Centre in mid-town Tel Aviv. Descriptions of suicide bombers were the only 

Q"nt of entry inb any discussion of the peace agreement betwm kael and the Pdestiniurs on 

the ILJ tour. As we drove p s t  the busy downtown shopping âistrid in Tel Aviv and past the 

Diænpff Shopping Centre, Tdia said: 

Unfortunatdy, muiy of these phces nuy rins a M foi people not b u s e  it is a large 
shopping centre but duiin6 the Pace  Negotirtions with the P h t i n i ~ ~  beginn@ in 
Oslo, this ib whme we hrd our first w.uUbie suiade imanbers in Td Aviv. Cmming the 
street with, just on r regulu day in Tel Aviv; thm wrs a m h  of bombingr rt that time 
udcmedthemwashereattheDiEcirgoffCcnlre~ Iorrly~ythattojustmnindyw 
thrt wc c u r y  on our lives cm r dry to day. You'ce in downtown Td Aviv mu, pu# 
are rt work right now, p p l e  are out i t  the ah.... If m wae to stop, or mit cury on 
our nad life h m  after these incidents, the counûy would eventudy anpty out. 
You have to continue on, things get deond we mnemkr those who w m  kiiied, 
injured, mUmed but the quicltest answers to ose rcts of tenorism is g d  back to 
business, try to ded with it, on going. 

x' 
Olher suiadtbomb sites were afso pouited out to us whenever we p d  them. These wicrt the 

oniy moments when Talia spent m y  time discuseing the Oslo Acmcds with us. Avi, the 



about this narrative, is not just the faet that Orb seemd b povoke more imecwity Lhui the 

promise of security, but that the namative ptesents kwür as t a h g  .U of this insecurity in *de. 

h e l i  life is 'normalœ ewn unda the most Ui#cute of cimimstances. Isneli d t y  is 

purmount and the israelis uc stoidy continuhg to l ad  'normal" livcs, and are ais0 "haoie" in 

doing so. What is ''normal" foc thmi is not the daiiy mutine of the toutjsts living in North 

America, of course. 

Interesüngly as weü, little a no mention was nude of the Pdestinian resistanee in the 

Oceupied Tcnitork, lrnarn .Iio u the in- ot II-6 in discussions ibai t  the Oceupied 

Territories oc the Oslo Accords. In faet, what was *nit &out Amie's prwcntrfion in puticuiar 

w u  that it w u  pcOIcly this Paiedinian resïstance in the Occupied Territories Uut I d  O Rabin% 

"hn-ûsted" pdiaes. He d e d  on soldiers patrolling in the Occupied T'tories during the 

to " b d  bomr" nt* than kiil teenyeâ Palestinians involved in the resistanœ, becruse 

knel was gaining a bad reptation foc the high number d deaths due to the occupation (Fu#nin 

1997233; McDow illl989). 

On the ICSF tour we were takm to Jericho, one of two of the h t  Autonomy Areas 

declared in the OsloAccords. Sivan, the tour guide, told us thrt she had spent a put of her 

military -ce there and she was quite a â t e â  to see the changes to Uu buncks that she h d  

lived in, now t h t  t h y  wece in Paledinian hands. Once we h v e d  at the site t k e  w u  littk to 

a ex* what looked ükc a place that had once ka, an umy barcacks! Pdestinians d d  in 

green uniforms and bemts were standing and tdking. T h e  were no civilims th- nor were we 

taken into "town." 

We were cscotted into a vcry m a &  plain portable building where we wem mkd. 

There an ICSF staff m a n k  i n t m d u d  US to a public .nUn dfi6.l hom the Pmkstk Authority. 

I c d  him issun wdcomed us ail and in the first Irw moments of his tdk said: "f don't 

want b 60 baek n histoy beause histoy is history and m wodd eanphuise and talk about the 

time kiiy and the p h  in whidi we am living now? Thir d.kmcnt iaimediatdy 8 i p d d  Q 



th- in the audience who wen d d ltnowkdgdle &out this confiid, that he was not go- to 

go hto the det& of what hd happcned 0 the P.latiniur in 1947 and 1967 or einœ. With this 

comment he nude it dcu that nthu than nut with a na>unting and an accounting of "hiaory" 

or "the p d ,  he wurkd to &art with the lm OsIo Peaœ Accords which he deeuibed as hrving 

provided a new bginniry Eor Palesthhm and kaclib ùiùe. 

and Pdestiniui" each b v h g  h engaged in "tngic struggles- since the Wodd Wuœ. He 

h t  Nehyrrhu hrs problans of his own dcrling with what imam aikd 'artrcmist r d y o ~  

d t e n c e  (uid] thc d a t i o n s  between both pcopk." He w d  that œif we are not able to 

change the rnentdity of .il our people during thb üme ,. it will be difficult [fot the] eoming 

We u e  rimuig now, fiom the Pdcstini.n aide, to change the rnentdity of the new 
gaieration m the Pdestinian amp. Our kids, [the) new generation, should change the 
mentakty and shouid accept the idea of ~ c n œ  becluse bdh Prlesthhs and J e ~ s  
u e  liviq on this Sand and [thq have] no otha pire to go,. Nàtha the Paîestinians 
n a  the I s n d i s  b v e ]  any other place to go. 

And, in d a m c e  to the infamou8 t h t  that di Jews h hed,  he said: 

We are not going to thmw ms into the aea and the Jews t.nlt throw the Pdestinians 
either into the œa. Both popk have to iive side by side with new ideas and new brsic 
things on the p d .  1 have diildrcnu. and 1 uscd to kll them we uKd to fight 
the I s r d i s  and m uaeâ to ûght the Jcws b u n e  done, two and three and four... But 
it isimmodin theneu UiinLng [to continue to do -1, In the New Wodd, ( t h  i m  a] 
newwaydlivhg. (Wcan'tôe ~ . b o u t t h e b r t t l e s d S O o r 4 û o r 6 û y e u s ~ o .  
,- We iIr b0king ht0 l JWW f'huir, 8 Mw -hry, t0 cst.blidi 8 XWW &th ktwcen 
us and out mghbours ktrudc it is the age d pemœ- 

In this way, fssrim aeeined to k massuring his Jewish audi- the PdeStini.ns will no longer 

rPsist or tewh th& dddren b rcsia h l  a the Jkws; d coexistence is the way of the future 

and is in the interest of di of the peoples d the region. 

ISBM wglf on to tell us that in orda 'to achieve [pemœ] we started a dem~cntic 



RegndlQo of the p q r e s s  the Pdestinians w m  making, h a n  siid they continued to ?face] 

curtently in pqress. He then made it deu that he klt Uut no matter what Netanyahu did to 

block the pera, hé would evenhdy have 'no citoice. He is going to be the Gorbachev of I s r d  

who's gohg to put this right.' ki 0th- wods, bmm klid that Netanyahu üke the former 

Soviet Preaident Gorbachev, would resist his own Ultmconsenrative dissenters, and move the 

But ûnaüy aii d us laows, [there wiii k a] P.kaùiiur and [an] Isndi [state], Two 
mtateswouldkinthisuea. One.,aPikstinùn,theotherrnisradistate. l'kW 
ihip will k dccided of the uea... ,.. If dter 10 yeua the people 
decided [on) am unite a we build a ##cty and we have a 
coniaon pohtid [ ~ t i t y ]  ... Cod knows wht'r g d i y  to hppn in thïs uu h h y k  
[one day] we'li have a pint ". Istieii Pakstmmn * .  [and] Jèwbh P.lesthian parties, and 
G d  knows what's gohg to happai .Wei 10 [ a ]  15 yem. But kt the time h g ,  our 
dations and nepüatiarr with O- h d s ,  the kdis and us, [WU bel bucd in [the 
recognition Cor] coexistence, [and]full mspect fw both sides ... 

What h a n  saw as a hopefui future - the proôabüity of a twortate adution and the pmibüity 

for bi-nationaihm - eaused great consternation for some, though not dl of the tour participants, 

ev idend  by the vwy heated exchanges that o d  hter in the day. At issue was that 1s- 

had suggested that h c l  might in somc distant future beaome a &te shved by Pdesthhns and 

Jews, and not an ardusively Jewish state. 

bsam d e l 4  into oniy two issues that deeply affeded the everyday l ivs  of P.Iestini.ns 

who Iived in the -pied Terrïtories. F i t  of di, the Netmyahu govcniment's d t y - b d  

ciowueb of the Occupied Tmitories b p t  Prkstinirns who work in hael from their jobs, and 

t h d i e  th& pay. And, sccondîy, the govemment hrd grertly reduœd the number of kaeh  

work pimitsi fa these Paledinians. Such pdiâes were leadhg to g a t  hac*l h r d d i i p  

the f ad ies  d thotie workers. But ratha than give us a detrileai account of this or reiated 

piobkms, he again mmed to rntiapate his audiema's concems and, in orda (0 irrunirr th- 



md the temcîst acts wiii ôe minimised *a 

AN #e issues Iserm r a i d  wete deuly directed to an audience of Jews. He terided to ~save his 

audience h t  what the Palestinhns wanted wrî simply coexistence, p c e  and gaod relations 

with Israel. niae was little in his speech about the tramfer of luid or the rights of Paiestinians. 1 

thought throughout this event that a PIlestinian audience would have wuited to lmow about a 

nry of other gnnsP 

The tour participants rsked lssam questions aonœmed primuily with the issues of 

niuneid .id, rccountrbility, and the development d s  of the Pakt inhw Ii* in autonomous 

t e r r i t h  He noteâ that whik internationai financhi aid was rppirciated it oftm urne in the 

form of ticd-aid, meanhg that the monies were ticd to the corntries that f inand the Ud. issam 

felt that th- donating monies should be reminded that there is plenty of professional arpertise, 

induding bts of engineers in Pdestine, and that what they needed were fewa d t a n t s  and 

more direct financial remUrces in order to build their own infnstnicture, such as mads, sewage 

and water systems. 

On the I s d  Devdopmemt Fund tour we had the oppottunity, and #>ne considered it a 

privilege, to hrve the-then Rime Minister of Israel, Benjamin Netuiyrhu give us a lecture on 

perce in the region. We hrd been wuned a day e u k  thit we would hrve to endure a security 

check (i wrs pi- out of the crowd, had rny pume and canera h&d, mwaed a frw 

quesüons and thai rdeased) prior to entering a large lecture h d  in om of J h m d e d s  1- 

hotels. One by one, approximately a30 D F  tour participants, dl of whom h d  trrvelied from 



internatid k k b i o n  a e w s  stood uound. nit buists wrre audibly exated. Ftiaids and 

After a k ief  introduction nrime Ministec Netanyahu came out fmm behind a cwhin 

and stepped up to the microphone. He set the teno1 d his prrrntation by desrhg  to the ment 

iraqi, United Nations and United States threab and countathrrats o v e  chexnicd and nudeu 

weapom poüaes. He said: We've M a reœnt reminder of the quality of the neighbourhood in 

relig"u8 d o û y  that is Umcd at mnoving us.' He yucd Uut whüc in 'the h t  19 yeam of the 

"we were [on] a nuiow stiip on the Meditemanean toast," the SkDay War %ad made the 

physical conquest of Enrrl impossible' and Isrvl M e n l q e d  its territa y fmm "mughly 10 

miles, or 10 km wide in aome places, [to] ail of a sudden an enormous county. [It w.s now] 70 

that the Six Day Wu victory h d  kai important not simply becrubc i s d  h d  grincd what he 

d c d  'rtrategic depth' but because it had gaincd "the addition of dntegic height? He expldeâ 

that: 

Between 7û% to d l a d s  population Ava on Uut amvded madine dong the 
M d i t ~ ~ t l l l l ~ a n  [Sa] and any potcntid of nid of Anb amies n o w  [ m e  hœ] a v a y  
~ o t n ~ a v c y h i ~ h , v c y 1 . l l d o l l t w . l l U i . t Y o v c r a ~ ~ w h i d i i r  
the mountuns of Simaria and the Mountains of Judea. .,,, ïlut is the fundunentrl 
change in kael's position that malces p c e  possible. The Atrbs could attadt US, whidi 
they did subsequently, but thq, couldn't conquet us. And the minute physid conquest 
wrs temoved as an option, the peaceopüon came to b6hL 

Due only to nidi a vKby, Netanyahu qped, muid p a œ  agreements k signeâ with Egypt and 

moze n t l y  wîth the PIlestinians rlthough, he added, h t  latta proceas "aiU has 80 k 

eompieteâ? But he said whik I d  wished to 'complete the allde of [we] annot 



pmpoed Uut lanl rrhun to h a  'pc67 boundmïe~' would 

\ 1 ~ . ~ c l d t h e ~ t h a t  WC hvemade.... ôeauseifisrael yainbgomcs an 
inddcnsible and nihiaable country the peaa [agreement] may k put on a piece of 
paper but it won? hdd in the d world. 

Netanyahu then wuned thit 'peaœ -en& lieatks, international amtracts in this 

put  of the wodd hold only as long as p u  have the powa to aiforce themw beucpe "wh t  

distingubhes this put  of the wdd.. . [are] dictatanhips and undernouatic q i m e s i  that are not 

accountaMe to their people" NetanyAu o f f d  w h t  he caiied "the central 1-n of the 2ûth 

Sppking of tk N d  ai. he said it had 'pmduœd the greatest crlmity in the histoy of nations 

and the gmtest ulamity in the history d our nation, the Jmidi nation,' hc charaderid that m 

&O as an aimple  of the hile  of those who had %mfud the two kinds of peace.... Th- 

[had] pnctised the peace of democncy, the peaœ of concession, the peia of appgcmmtw with 

a diciator, and much like any agament with hq's Saddm Hussein, 'you cannot Qifoicc a 

deknd [these -ents and] thy wili no( lut" In th* way dl Anb cata- which were 

Imeli-Jews now 6nd therndves fa&g simüar amunstances (a th- faced by E u o p u i  Jews 

during the Holoaust. 

ARLI @g that the Face agmments with Egypt and Jordan are sawc becruse they 

ue strategidy defensible, Netanylhu tumed to dixuss the brsis for any pucc with the 

Palestinims. He told us ttuk 

,the P.kstinirns happen b üve on the proteetive w d  d the mountrins of Juda a d  
Sunuil They want to k able to nm th& lives without us, whidi we acœpt. We wmt 
b k &le b run our lives withait king thmatend by them. How do y a i  d~ tkr 
hvo issues? Well it's important to understand that one wry to d v e  them is not to @ 
offthat wdl , fo t thereascmsï 'vesa id~  



The paith of Ihc istreli Prime Mnhkr was becoming demer. The Pdestinians, as Arabs, 

unnot be hasted to a "democnüc" p œ ,  thadwe the oniy perce passible with them is one 

b d  on d t y .  The lands Oiat Pdcstinllns lirppen to live on" are also lands that are 

ncossyr  kir d t y  pwpmes; the population it.df îs of no atrategic import and would no 

1 don't krow if you're aware of it but, th- is no mote Isneli occupation, it's 6nisM! 
The Paiestinians now control98% of the Paiestiniîn population. 296 of the Palestinhm 
live und- Istldi juridiction. 93% of the Paiediniam now live under a Palestinim 
authority. 100% in the Gaza district, S% in Judea [dl Samaria on the West Bank. 
Thy are no mon go& by us. How did you not know h t ?  98% O€ you don't know 
k t  98% of the Paicbtinians u e  üving now unda Pdestinh &!! 

While it nuy have ben tme that the mrjorijr of the Paiehian population living within what he 

d e d  'the West Bank, or Judea and Sunuiam wcr, living under Pdesfuiim administration, 

Netrnyahu had cedirectcd everyone's attention from the withdrawrl of the Istlelis from 

Paiestiniui land to a withdnwai of Iscaeli military authdty over the population, the 

PdestùWns. Netanyahu lmew, of course, that it was pceciseiy the withdmwai of Istaei h m  

Paiedinian lands that was the condition of the Oslo Accords that his govenunent was not w i k g  

Of the iand itself, Netanyahu would describe it as -empty land, empty of P.lesthiam 

but essentid for Ismei's securityem And, 

It is a b  land that we have a very deep attachment to becawe it is out rncestni 
homwland. It is Judea, whece the word Jew cornes from. It is the mountains 
sumunding Jerudean, which we have -me rttdunent to, and so on. But even if we 
didn't have that attachmmt we have a d e u  aecurity interest in maintiullng th- 
areas". 

Netanyahu made it deu that in order "never [to] saaifice kael's h t y "  he had dctcrmllicd 

h t  the Paktinians couid "fully determine their own fate, run theic own a..." while stiîi 

pviding l a n l ' s  mirity only if "certain powecs" are "curtaiied a kept in b d s  handi." He 

e n d d  hW spmh by saying îhat 

... W e  wmt to wish [foc] the best but we cannot base the futute of Israel just on wîshful 
thuilriiy,.. As you and I and ail the fiiendr of ïmd and œhiniy the pst Jewirh 
psopk uound the world, even thost who Iive m this diminutive and andi, ccmehkd 
c.iud&!) YOU surcly wiu ~ d - w t i ,  rm BUC, th.t -CC O= put, 



Netmyahu v t e d  the essentiai points of his piatform thtwgbout his m h t i 0 1 1 .  It w u  dear 

ih.1 lu id la peact,. whidi had been the peacccrmp and the Libw Pnty's slogm, h d  k e n  

~~ unda hb leadership to 7 n d  as d t y  lor pice* Involring d i e t a t~~~h ips  and the 

pre-modern &tus of israd's "neighbours," Netanyrhu owld h o p  that support la his position 

wouid k won on the basis that his priority was suuring the land for the bnais- The h d  wis 

of impottrtKe to the nation of Jews (cg, it was t h e  ancesbai Lad) as w d  as militarily d 

strategiealiy important for th& natirnatate (e k v y  19W). 

'Ihcf&thittanp.rOapantrdidndg~ct~oppabmi(ybapricnœ(&orcult 

g o ~ d  impiic1tions of th- peace i ~ t s  w u  signiûuat. F a  exampie, tours m and 

uound the P d e s t h h  Autoriomous with pnscntitions .bout whcfe the Jeus wodd 

continue to live, where the Pakstiniins would k dowd to live, whexe the bypass roads wodd 

k Mt, and even the experienœ of going in and out -h the chedc-points, would have @mi 

tour parüapants a betta smse of how the Oslo Accords might k experienced by the people 

living in the affected areas. 

Despite the fact that iittle time was devoted to the Oslo Accords on the tours, it was 

dear that *>me tour participants h d  a ~ ~ c  with prevîous conceptions of l srd  and, in particular, 

the peaœ a d  becunty issu- fa- the s t a k  1 turn next to expiore mme d the ehillaiges anâ 

objections thue participants made ta tour guide's interprehticms, puticuldy on aecurity, 

dlements, and refugee issues. 

On d of the trips then were a numkr of tourbts who dulhyd the tour guides' and 

lechuwd ïnterprct.tions and narratives at mme of the sites. These dulleryea w a r  oftai 

e x p d  as more than m d y  a dif fhnœ of opinion. The chdien* as wdl  is the amtat for 

thcm s u g g e d  that the tourists wac not as wilîing to l.h upm thc id-ul p d t ï o n h g s  that 

were presented to them and, in theV own wry, they hrad altanative narrative pmœntatioiu i t  

muiy of the sites. 



In Uis section, 1 exadne toutist "msistancen to the twr guides. While there were many 

instances when individd tourists dirllenged thc guide or the lectunr. 1 discuss two occasions to 

show the inaccuncy of rnosl'tourist literature imply or do not even bother to investigage 

accotant9 that tounds are simply passive. These two cumpies Jso give a bmad indication of the 

kinds of issues Uut engaged the towists who were willing to d h t e  these issues in such a 

'publicn way. On each of the tours, these discussions or "debatesa helpeà people define t h e  

positions on issues as weii as hdping them to rrcogiisc other tour putidpuits with whom UHy 

Whüe on the lnael Developmmt M Fund (IDn tour at the Castel, the site markmg 

the 19474 vidory of the J w s  against the Ar& Legion in the J d c m  ama. at leist two tourists 

chailenged Amie our tour guide. Uthough Amie had not pte~ented the histoy of the w u  in 

1W8 h m  the Pdestinian perspective, some tourists were mare of this gap. At the v e q  fùst 

market at Castel, Faye, a strong-wükd woman in her fa(*p, asked Amie about the %lue dots" 

which represented Arab towns, aües and villages and Un "yellow dots" which qrrsented 

Jewish r l t IanentP on a map of Palestine at the t h e  of the 1948 Dechration of -te. Faye then 

said she was nvpnacd by the n u m k  of %lue dots" and w o n d d  what b d  happmd to the 

p p k  living there. Amie cespondeci by a s h g  that we mnn dl of air questions until he had 

finished tellin6 us the whole history of the Battle at Castel. When we reached the top of the hiü, 

Amie tunied to uiswer Faye's question: 

... and before we leave here muse 1 think it8s a legîthate quesüon, 1 thinls Faye asked 
about the v p l e  .... in the h a b  villages [and whnc those p o p k  uc tod.y]. We have 
to lcsep in mind that the 1948 war was a war of survival. If we didn't win there was not 
goin6 to be any continuation (of the &te of istael]. The Mufti of J d e m  was vay, 
vcry dcu in aü of his ddarations. This will be a jhrd [ M y  wu]. This will k a 
cieIllbin6 of the land. This will be ethnic cleansin6. T h e  will not bc one Jew Mt m 
thb part of the wortd. They will be pushed into the -an. Which meam the ones thit 
didn't die here w d d  eventdly k v e .  That8s the type of w u  it w u  m 1948. With aü 
the p.in and understanding of refuge situation and these ppt#r] situation, 1 only 



say to them t d y  [to] look in one direction and üut  is thek na t iod  leadership who 
bdicved and tricd to anvince than thrit it was gohg to bke a few w d s ,  bh6 bang 
boom, more finiuhed, hunty day, you a n  go buk to beur villageJ, [ d l  you un 60 
bdc to [y- town],  m d  you can go back to... a littie viüage on the entrance to 
JeniSrilem, and e v q t h h g  would be hurnky docy. It's been 50 yeats now that they've 
lived in the situation that thy live. No one hm forgotten about them. They are stiü a 
part d the negotiations, evenhul negotiations, that n i y  take place some day but they 
wiii not k d o w d  to p badc to *es where they lived becriuse they made a big, big 
mistake. That's how 1 would look rt th& situation. 

Faye then responded: "OK they made a big, big mistake, they are no bnget that geiieration- 

You know it'a," But Amie inkmapted ha  with: 

Oh thq atill are The Anbs rnd Prlestinians have maintuncd a wee mcntrlity in 
the next gmaat i i i a  Jotdan did not .How Paiedinian diagees to kave the camp. 
They w 4 d  loae th& UN educitkm. hccilth and wâfare bene&. The minute you kft 
your camp, [ p u ]  didn't set it mymocc. So they buüt a system maintainhg refugees, 
d inside Paldinian ammunities eamc will pnnidly tell you that they are refugees 
even though they've n v a  mr seet this vülagc They don't know w h  it is, wdl they 
know whae it is. put]  [tlhey have maintaincd h t  foc 50 years without any problexn. 
(Thy thinlr] [tlhey are stiU rehgees. 

S U ,  Faye continueâ to press Arnic to rnswer the question more d i r d y  or at lead ded with the 

dilemma she had put Wre him. She said: 

What if Unrr w m  1 mean hypothetically, what if t h  are those [prlestinirns], the 
kids, [or1 the vandchildim who sriy weed lilo to go ba& We have no iU frding but 
wc'd like to come b.dr because this is where my grandparents and my p t  
grandpulaits [lived] and we want to resettle in peace? 

A flash O€ mger seemed to atm Amie's face md with a wave of his hmds, he veiemently stated: 

F'inishd! I'U tell you why ifs finished. Todiy in h a e l  1 believe that the Anbs who 
stayed. and t h  were Anbs who cwldn't @ out, 1 d d t  wrnt to make it di, you 
Itnow, W... WC want to live in peace [with them]. ..., Thme are Arabe who've l ivd 
in the Jmish date rlrcady for 50 y-. No one is lsking them to go any place. They 
are put of the population hem. W e  believe that they're part of the d u n o m g  here. 
And anyone who ame from any piaœ else and sùd they want to comc back, as f u  as 
out poky is concemed, this is a Jewish state. The Right of Retum is for Jews and not 
ftw someone whosc parents or grandparents Ieft, for whatever reason they wmted to. 
W e  do not have open immigration policies. As disaiminatory as h t  sounds the 
pref&mtc is for Jews in a Jewish country even for the second or third genemtioii of 
p p l e  who Id.. these o t k  vilhges. 

He ended with a quick rrfennce to the h c t  that Canada is now a membet of the ammittee 

l w k g  into the "refugee probled and that "it's rn issue" that will not have "an o v d g h t  



Thus, Am* had dcdua l  that t h e  w u  no possibüity for the retum of the Pkt inimr,  

that the dgandants of tho- who had been âispîaced h d  iîiegitimateiy amtinued to daim land 

they had aeva ''stxna and Uiat, in the end, it was th& huit uiyway since they lost a w u  that 

their k a d m  wionwly led them b fight M d  ironie, of course, was Amic's use of the Law d 

Retum as a legitimation for the denid of the P.lestinians8 own retum. Yet the vay  foundation 

for such a liw wrs that it wrs establisheà to "return" the Jews to the land they had "longed for" 

but hadn't 'd for nXX) y-!!= 

Amie wi. immediateiy .SM uiother question a f k  he tcoponded to Faye. The next 

question ame h m  Aaron, a fit-lodting iOytu d d  who had haveUed to l s d  fo r ty~ne  ye8rs 

priot. As he lookeâ out h m  the hüly vmwe of Wei, he ulrcd Amie w h m  the a m t m v d  

Jewkh settlements w m .  Amie pwited to and nimed some of the settlements, each b d t  over 

the Green Line, that is, built in the uea  occupied by b e l  in the Six Day W u  in 1967. Auon 

then immediatdy questioned the rnatter~f-fad m.nmr in whidi Amie h d  been prsaiting the 

*factsm of the settlemaits. He asked Arnie: 

So why wouldn't [you build J the JewIsh Settlements, instead of bang bqrond those 
a be down hem in front of the trees where it's just got ternces? 

In cffect, what Aaron was asking was why don? the lsraeiis build new settlements within the 

Green Li- that is, within the pre Six Day War bounduy of Imel? Amie seemed disquieted 

with the question and seemed again to have kcn th- into a defensive pcsition. Op until UUs 

point, he had inswered the tourists' questions with a certrin quiet guidance. He had shown a 

cornmitment to quietly discuss and debate differmt pspecüves with the toutisb. But Auon's 

question semeci to shîft Amie's disposition and he b a n  passionately to lecture us. He Sud: 

Why? Because the 1%7 border is gone, finished! As fu as israel is c o d ,  it8s 
finished. Even moderates and M-wingers in I d  wül agme with that, It was 
uniiveable, uniiveable, And amund J d e m  thete's areas now d e d  Cruster 
Jenisilem. It's Creater Jerusaiem. Why? ï'm not tillwy about thc dgious or 
histarid standpoints now, Fm hiking about the cedistic standpoint 'ause 1 could giw 
you .LI sorts of nrronr why we d d  or why we should. The people who would üke 
to go to the '67 Border, let's just finish it, h t ' s  Palestine, this is ismei and finish it off. 



But &tas not aiough [br the Paiestïnia~] and thm they un ask w d  why d t  the 
pople  60 ôack to [Uûs vilîage], why craat they go ôaek to [that vüly]? Weil it's 
obvious. if #ey went brdq thedd be no Jewish country! 

With Amie samed poised ta convince Auon #at th- was 8 more*redistic shIldpOhtw 

hom the one he h d  taken. Amie had not only m d e d  that with nGceater Jemsdem," bml had 

in effect annexed the East, (and thecefore, acrotding to Amie, Uere was noüüng left to negothte), 

he had iIso poesmted Auon with a number of d&c siippety dope Isriel+enüed arguments 

against retuming to the 1%7 borders. Namely, if Ismeli-Jews conceded to any Pdestinian 

demands, tliey would have to give the Pdestinirns . . .U th.1 they might demuid. Furthemiore, 

Arnie thrcjiteneâ, if Paiestinians w a e  &wed ta return to their villages, b l  would no longer 

k "Jwish." This datement fit the logic of dl of the q u m a i t s  Amie had d Uvayhout the 

tour: the Jews must stand strong on prinaples that pmtect them first. if thq. venture away from 

the nationai goal of r s o v d g n  and powerful Jewish state, they will lose their place in history, 

both literally and figuritively. The Jews are endrngered and might dislippeu as r people. 

But Aaron w u  not one to be easily convinad, He then asked Amie to show us where 

the controversial Jewish settlement of Hu Homa is. 

in 1997 the proposed Jewish settlement of Hu Homa (dso h o w n  as the Pdestinùn 

villqe of Abu Ghoneim) becune the site of some considaable dehte  and protest by P k t i n i a n s  

and members of the Iscaeli peace camp. The Iscaeli government unda Prime Minider 

Nctuiyahu daimed that the settkments were perfectly within the spirit of the Odo Accords and 

put d the Creriter Jerusalem policy. niy denieâ accusations thrt Netmyahu w u  tyiiy to 

scuttk the peace negotiations by ailowing the settlement to k built. 

There were two hindamentd objedîons to the d e m e n t  from the Palestinian and 

p c e  a m p  side, First, whiie Palestinims were cefused housing pennits and hccd dernolitions 

when building without pennits, new homes for j e w s  were k i n g  Bven the p-ahed. SLmnd, 

thfs g ~ g a p h k d  arer was consideced to k part of the finai s h b  armi6emenb for Jerudem. 

Abu Chaiein or Hu Homa is the k t  in a ~6 of villages "mcirdinga Jerusalem. in o t k  

words, rllowing H u  H o m  to be M t  wwld -te new mfacts" on the ground pria to any fuut 



statu8 arrangements over J d e m  and would give the Inwüs the advantage in any clairn ovcr 

the area. 

Amie, in hïs mponr to Auon, said that we w d d  drive by H u  Homa Iata  in the day 

and then d d e d  that Uiis 'Mghbourhood ... would bbck off any territorid conünuity to e s t  

Jerusalem for the East Phstinians8' implying that this d e m e n t  was naasuy f a  Jerusalem's 

d t y .  His position reflecteâ Netanyahu's poütics on th situation. We never did get et Har 

Homa on this or any 0th- tour but it was dear that Auon h d  asked Amie about Har Homa in 

such a way th.1 helpd to paition "settlwenb" b o n d  the 1967 Gilcn Line as a probkn; i 

position Amie was very uncornfortabte with 

One of the many examples of tour participants 'resïsting" interpretationr pmmted to 

them occurred euly on the Isnel Civii Society Fund tour when we met with the Netrnyahu 

govemment's Minister of Securiîy, Victor Kahalani. He was introdud to us as a milituy hem 

who had k e n  the milituy commander of the Golani Brigade that had " i e c a p t d "  the Colan 

Heights h m  the Syriuis in what was presented as a bloody "David and Gohth"4ype battie in 

1974 (#c above). He was dso a member of the Third Way puty, a d t i o n  putriet in 

Netanyahu's Likud govemment. His prty was daaibed to us as one that promotcd peace with 

the Paiestinùns (ir., the return of West Bank and Gaza Strip terrilories) but whose central 

platform was its strong opposition to the retum of any G o h i  tenitory to Syria and uiy Jodui 

Valley scttlement amas to the Pdestinians. 

The most interesting aspect about these interactions was that a Minider of the k a d i  

goveniment and a decorated military hem of the Isradi Defenœ Forces was chaiienged about the 

pragmatism of his milita y rssessments. 1 do not present the Ministefs lecture but rather the fimt 

thm questions posed to him and the answer to the third prîmuily beause 1 am interested in the 

&rltextgc~~ but dso because in each of his answas, he repeated the themes of his opening lechne. 

So for example, Wofe, a man in his Ws who is very active in Peace Now, am Istreii-based peae 

movancnt that wrs k e â  in the 1Ws8 and who had travdled on aitemative tours Ouough 



A number of Ccnemis and 0 t h  say tfut Bven the elecCn>nic ~u~veillance equipment 
av.iliMe to the Ibtdis, *if is impossible for any miiituy buiid-up by the Pdestinims. 
Scvmty-five percent d Generds say that Settlements are not the wiy to go. And, 
mmndly "what do you think of the cheJtpointsœ that the Pdestùrians must pass in 
order to g d  to Isnd to wodc. 

Another tcnuist, Gaùriel, a aoft+spoken businessmm in his eariy S@s, who seemed to have had 

aome long4em engagement with Paiestiniui &airs aslted: 

You d e  a datement that Isml s h d d  move out of Lehanon. Why don't you feel that 
theJordrnv.uyCOUldbeanneMothe?Lcb(~llon? 

Expces@hg some frudration that the Minista was not at rS1 interested in dcvtbpiry tniding 

mhtionships with his Arab naghbaus, one tout participant asked Kahrluii to disnies the 

possibilities for dmloping budUg daiaiships that could k based on 'protectionœ and 

'defenceœ €or both peoples and with a %dance b e t w ~  these things." To this the MUùster 

cespondecl with a story: 

There was once a cartoon that he had seen as a child. An Amb had drawn a map of the 
uai with the Jew in the m a  and the Arab said, 'This is your end.' littie boy] saw 
this and mked hW father what this is ail about. And h m  that day, [this boy] had 
decidd 'to quit leuning how to swim- addiq that 'none of my kib wili [km how to] 
!Wh.' 

The Minister b e b d  that some "Anbs" wodd 

drean to p h  us b s ]  out to sea. 1 dont trust them, any of them. Look what 
happened when we opmd [the WÇstern Wd] T d  (in Jmdem]. -We have to be 
StrO¶tg. un not naive. 1 don't trust anyone in the w a d ,  just thoœ who live hese that 
must protect themseives. 

The questions from the tourists to Kahiluri reveçled that some of thc to&& had bem 

reading about and aigyed in ünking seauïty and human rights tseues in Iawl and the 

Octupied Territon- of the West Bank and Gaza Strip as well as the Celui Heights. As wcll, 

these toutists did not defer to a man who had km in tduœd to us as an k a d i  mititary hero 

and Miniskr in the Knesset. He wrs, in faet, the highest4evel govemment official we were to 

mceC on that tour. Whïle he may have b d  the questions posed to him provocative, he showed 



were eondeacatding in tone and impW th.t the ody Jews to be b t e d  w m  Unne with whom 

~~hdbliVCUlClWjfhwhOmonehridto~lebLiveinbd. 

T h e  clumples show that some of the torasts were troubled by at le& -me of the 

d h r i d i c  ~ t i 0 n d b t  namatives presented to them. To have North Amefiun Jewish b d s k  

suggest that th- mi@ be alternative implications uising hom the W u  of Independence, 

aitmrtives to the poîicy of "Green Luie" setüements, or aitematives to militaristic security 

policies were di fiirly drmutic moments for me to witness. Of course, it would be inaccurate to 

asmame that one ddenger representeâ participants on the but, dthough 1 never wiûmœd 

any tourist ebpct to uiy one of the -ers cithe?. chdhges wne na0iu rare, puticululy 

o v a  îhe issues of war and peace, nor were they ~~~cceptabie to the other tourists. M 

putiapuit scemd to t h  the moment as another put of what one tourist d e d  r "steep 

leuning eume." This attitude suggcsted openness amcmg m e  tour partiapants and a 

wiiiingness to leam about more th.n "one side" of any issue presenteâ b them. It iEso signdkâ 

t b t  many tourists were quite awue that there wexe possibilities of reintqceüng and reading 

the p u t  in multiple ways. Moreover, eadi challenger mded a boldtigs and security as he or 

she p o d  these diillenges to our Israeli guides or hosts. So, for example, to challenge an isradi 

Minister of Security and 8 miiitary hem as if he hdd no more than mothu perspcaive w a ~  

evidaice of certain invuin«rbility. 1 think the fact thrt these tourists are privilqed (ie. upper 

middb dasa profcbsjonds) must sucely account for some of th& d t y ,  but as 1 wce to find out 

ovu the counc of the mœarch priod, th- Q r =se O€ thh i n M i l i f y  unong m n y  Jews 

living in North Ameria. This duracteristic ïs somtthing that 1 think thoee studying "Zïonism" 

whether in Imel or in North Ametici have not yet becorne fuîly aware of. The Profiles wüi 

highlight mme of these very tendencies (below). 

In the next chapter, I shift the 'location" of narrative 'leprésentations of 1 1 1 1 t h  from 

b l  to the North Amerian setting as wdl as someof the rudiawar' iapoiua ta th- 

fepte~cntrtio~. 



in this chapter 1 examine the narratives .bout I s d  and Jewish identity pmimted at 

aommunity events in a metropditan m a  of Canada. It is in these narratives of k a e l  that axe 

Jmish nitional dtwd vihur and traditions uc mcodeâ. Vay similu nuratives d IsraeI a d  

Jcwish klonging ocau r t  numerous wenb and uise in a M d  of campkx u i ~ c i o n s h i p .  1 

suggest that the content of the narratives and the context of th& presentation as w d  as th* 

inter-dationship -or intertextuility - defines m e  of them as Zionist and others as pst-Zionist. 

T)ut is at th& cote, each narrative "im~uies" (Anderson 1991) di Jews as a nation and locates 

h a e l  as the Jews' homeland. Stiü, oiese narratives do not 'imagine" the Jews' diaspora, they 

nuntivise the nation. Some narratives imagine tsrad as the Jews' nation (of and for di Jews) 

and othem as a date of its Jewish citiaens. 

Ovct the course of approximately b u s  y-, I rttended community events induâing 

ktumsf book-ceadings, filmsf and community feaivais. 1 was interested in the rontext within 

which these narratives were presented as weU as the prrcüces d a t e d  with "being t h m a  in 

my exunination of the nrmtives of Israel as ptessnted to Jews in North Americl, X have limitai 

mydf to narratives ptesentd at public culture wents thus adudiq 0 t h  kinds of 

representations, such as those on television and in newspper and magazine uticles. Watching 

television, reading magazines, and 0th- such rctivities are private activities and though 1 h ~ d  

m.ny diruasiais with pople about the utides Uiy read, or th progr.mr they wakhed a 

listened b, f have chaai b examine the namatives presented at pubiic svaitr d l o r  in 

aillcltive settings. The "private" and ''personda views of favish âdentity in the interviews ur 

rcportd in the nmct section of the thesis. 



1 ltso exunine the range of publidy '&da dhweions, as weli as the interactions that 

occurred betwsen spehrs  and audience m c m h  in the question and mswer d o n s  that 

foUowed many of these tdks in d e r  to explore just how some representatbns were "taken up" 

by Jews living "in diaspora." 1 attended many of these ewnts on my own, dthough when I ww 

invited to join with community memûers, 1 did m. 1 fdt it was important to get as h d  a sense 

as possible of what goes on m and across the communïty; attending with from the 

community gave me the opportunity to ieam moio about them. 

Whik 1 attcnded mmy couununity cvaits, the ah- number of them pmluded me 

from a t t e d i q  them aü. In the grerter mctropditrn u# in which 1 amducted my iacud 

aœpt for the high-holiday perioâs, t h e  wrs at le& one Ismd-Cocused event ta attend per 

wedc and at ümes t h e  w«e up to thne evcnts in one night. in the smrller city, th- were 

fcwcr events. After some tirne 1 rroticed that the most w d  rttended wents were those in which 

israelis were the Iectums, puticularly Israeii politicians, authors, and academics. 

Generdiy sperking, many community membes could be counted on to attend these 

events. If attendance was free of charge, the lecture m m s  were often quidy fiUed to and 

bqrond capacity. If there was a charge, tickets would often sdl out weU in advmce of the watt. 

1 could not attend many of the fundraising events held in the community b u s e  b o  often a vesy 

high price was diatged for the tickets for such evmts (thqr often rriised millions of dollars 

annuilly). Ticket priees for these events were well beyond my 6nmcU1 maeh and, as r rwult, it 

was onîy as the guest of one of the families in the communities thrt i was o c c m i d y  givm the 

opptunity to attend such &airs. 

1 was dm givm some opportunities to attend baud meetings for organisations 

supportin6 -ce and reconaliation among Jews and Paiestinians. 1 attended these m-s at 

the invitation of rt least one Boud member. t do not discuss those meetings here, howevln, as 

they were not public events. 

1 m m  leamed that c~nmunity attendance was highest at Temples, Synagogues, Jewbh 

Community Centres, and some public puks. High attend- m.y have simply naected the 

community's .ffili.tions and commori meeting pmcties and not thar kvd of in-t in the tupic 



kuy preuented; but the pur ia i  and M d n y y a n e n t  1 witnard suggests that many 

audience mexnkn w m  th- bcciuœ h y  were vay intaated in the diseuion. 1 would atCn 

meet people rt comnrunity events whom I had prwioudy met at othcr cwnts or in &et 

conterts. ïheae meetinp often led to other invitations to attend upming events. 

What k c m e  obvious very soon &a 1 begm thh mseareh wrs that the Jews in these 

North American metroplitan centres were conccrned with many hues that had litüe or nothhg 

to do with IsraeL In fret, despite the turnout i t  bnel-œntrtd cvents, Israel did not at dl 

dominate the topics for public debateor kdures F a  example, thm wese murrent kctuces on 

topics ouch as the hi@ rates of "intamurirgem imong Jews in North Ameria, cr lkd 

'mhihtiona; or the right of Hdocrust vicüme uid/or Jewhh org8nis8tiom to dum 

compensation for money moved to Swiss brinlrs d u ~ g  the WU y-. North American Jewr 

were rlso mgyed in œlebntîng their own aduevements and culhue at Yiddish as w d  as Jcwieh 

film and book fcbtivds. And durhg the a n n d  Holocaust Educalion W& films, lectures, and 

worlcshops wac used to eâuate the wider waimunity about the Holocaust 1 attendeci many of 

the events as weli, in the hope that 1 would see what wur of broad intaest to those living in these 

communitics. 

The density of and high attendance at community events that had little to do with kwl 

supports Ooiers' claims that Jews in North America ue in- and active community 

meenbers in a range of issues (Brym, Shaffïr and Wcuifeld 19% Lipaet 1990; Shdfir 1983) not 

nccessirily or primuily ocd to b d  as thcir tulturd. spOitUd or btoxid œnûe (es, Hcilmui 

1999; Liebman 1999)- However, k a u s e  1 am most conœmeci in this themis with thc dathmhip 

of North Amaiean Jews to IsraelI wiU examine d y  those events where Isnel and kd- 

diaspora zchtions wcrp the dominant themes. 

After dose to four yeus in the field, 1 cm say with some confidence that the nuntives 

dcventsIhmdiomtoaimineucrrpamh~rcddmayennkfypidof(hr~~d 

mwistceam pe~P#tives thrt many Jews living in ri large community in Norîh Amena have 



ban apacd to? As importuitly, taken as a who103 ther narratives are .Ira ceprrightive of 

the rangeduticles in pcriodiclls and newsprpas written for and b y h s ,  cspcc*üy in such 

Jeyilj8h~rientd publications as the c.nudi.n 1- N- C0mmCntriV. 

and * f a  F o r w d .  AgWL 1 must niterate that I did not attend nligious d c e s  

or events s p o d  by Ulh-Orthodox iutionllia attmnists. 

As fu as 1 c d d  discern, and h m  whrt 1 l e d  from othm uound me, the events in 

which 1 participatd were dl events attended by "rnabtmmn" Jews in the community. ïhe 

people in attendance wen, generdy rpeaking, neither u î ~ t i o r i . l i a  nor Utr-ox, n a  

puticululy rctivist in thCu orientations to I s d .  These wcrc public culture amione for peopie 

who werc interesteâ in and, judgïng h m  the& rwponses to the e, who thoyht they w a e  

f d u  with current issues ficing the I s r d  society. 

In addition, these events were commUNty- and not nccessuily Ismeli s t a - p o n d  

events. So for aumple, synagogue and community cmtre hlks were funded by intanil budgets 

dotted for public speakers and, in some cases, endowed lectutrships. University pmgra.ms, for 

example, Jewish Studies pcograms, typidy sponsored university-ùd lectures. Othe  

eoaununity events wem sponsored by organisations that support pmjats and universitics in 

IsneL So for example, h e î i  peace organisations like Perce Now, urd universitics such as the 

Hebrew University of Jerudm have fundnisin6 u m s  in North Ameriu errlkd "Frimds 

P a c e  Now" or "FMnds of the Hebmv University". Each of these organisations uekr "frimds" 

or mcnrkrship thrt support their woric in Isnel. By r d e n t  mcmkr of aome of 

these oqanisaticms durin6 the fieldwork period, 1 wrs sent notices of upannh6 evmb as w d  as 

mers apperiling for rontinued financiai support. These events wese &o rdvertiscd in the 

N w  or lad newspapers and synagogue newWers and ap+d both to 

"bimdd' and the widcr pubüc to attend. Each of thue organisations uaeâ the oppurtunity to 

nisc awacenew about hl, th& organisation's p o d  works, as w d  as to rpped for mw 



members. 

in North Awnun community eettings, hael is prrsaited in wayr Uut axe aemi- 

offichi and, on occasion, 1 found m y d  "on tour" in a North Americin urbm e g  such 8s i t  

whit 1 cali the Exp. More commonly, however. 1 bund mydf at diverse pamht ions ,  o f f m g  

a range of vRws, often in mnûict with one another. Thac evmts soaietimes involved 

emotiondy explosive debates between ledurers and audiences. T h e  were ilao many -6s 

of prrrntations on the h o &  urine philosophies of Jewishdate relations. But cvai UKK issues 

were ones with whieh audiaiam mcmbc~ showed f a d h i t y  and an uncxpeeted engagement. 

Thcr events in No& Amerian œttings .Ise prwide a pubiic v*w d the tc6p0nse8 of 

Jm in diaspora to rrpaaitations of i s d  and its dations to jews. As 1 s h o w 4  eulier, when 

we were in Isnei, there were momaits when some tourists chailenged the tour guide or the 

lecturer. On the one hmd, the events in North America show which issues and debates engqed 

th& audiences, who activdy foilowd the minutiu of intapretive strategies addmmd to m h  

history. philosophy, w o n  and Iaw. The audiences and queetionas in North A m d a  had not 

necessady made the khd of hancial cornmitment that those on tour had made, but th& 

interest b beyond doubt. H m  W s h  identity is not only of active conani; it hm obviously 

indved  considerable inteIlectud and educationd investment. Yet the pubiic meeting 

discussions dm showeâ that many in the audience were dso out of touch wîth daly Me and 

pditics within I s d  ilsdf, a point emphund by same Isneli speakers. In some wiys theae 

audience members n e d  to be on more f.miliu ground when disamimg "officul" 

repmentationr of the pst, than events and ideas about contempony politicai stnkgics and 

dileuunas fa&g Isrul .  When confmnted with more diverse views and critiques of I s d  date 

politics as weil as aontemporacy confiicts, some audience membess adopted very consewative, 

yet ruthoritative, positions as 1 WU show klow. These positions oHen d m v  on images, ideas 

.nd "keons of the jmt," ( m e  as "ofûud" guides pteacnted t h  on the tours), to the 

hustration d =me of the Isneli speakers at events. As 1 will show in the Protiks in Section 

T h e  d the thesis (kbw), these positions are not the whok stay. Ncvathdcr, J&us in 

dh~potl a n  k scat taking up w tiwir own views the very npresaitations and .rnimptiollb 



a i t  are pnsaitd by touiid guida and the m m  "offieid" lecturarr in Nosth AaMu and -hg 

these views to think, tiUr and argue h t  I s r d  and the Jews. 

The events set out in the foiiowing two ch.- give the reader a sense of this range of 

fimiliuity and .Ise the inaersllrg diversity of views and passions unong community membem. 

The nnt section aets out events that pcscnt pdominantiy dassial rrp.saitations of Israel 

within ZionEst terms: Israel is homelrnd of and for the Jews, its land is Jewish and its polity is 

jewbh and dernouatic The la- bcuses on aitial mpresentations of israel set within what 1 

will d a Pd-Ziorùa 6rmework (#c Silbemtein 1999). b e l  is a democmtic date which 

normrli#d the JCVYibh nation thoiyht not within 8 p u t i d y  Jewîsh tdeoioby (Enon 1995). 

Whik not daiying that L m 1  is the Jmd date pod-zioniscs anph- the normûi~tion d the 

Jem and thus of Ismd's n a d  to nomalie its pditia. Tha, emphasis s W  h m  fulallÿy 

diaspora politid nads b kndïng to reghaî a h d i  politid d s .  Thus IsrwiiS who *t, 

whibwa(iiytha1NathAmaican Jewsowcthemrespectforhavingtoiivewithdthe 

discomfarts of I s d  Lifc. a h  Isscned that they ned not cepment diaspom-Je~s' Perspcctim 

a desires unless t h q  are rlso in th& interest as Isndia In addition, these speakers cmphrsised 

that the- of ''existentid" crisis over whcio the Jews k b n g  in hisby is ova; Uic Jewr of 

modem timcb have a plaœ to dl theh own. Taking up the issues r a i d  by Rabin's amamination 

and the peace process with the PalestuUuis, heü-Jews insisteci that thqr iive m a skons secure, 

denoctatic and modem state; and with th& stmtegic d mord strength, IwaeLis are in the 

proar of nomulting the& relationship b otha dates in the region. 'Ikr are no( nrirrativcs of 

an b d  unda siege or in leu of her "iieighbours." 

At di of the cvents 1 attended in which lsrael wur celebrated or d h u a d ,  there was 

never MY question that h a e i  ww the Jews' nation4ate. An interesthg aspect of these cwnb 

was that thy misecl questions about just whieh "Israel" J b v s  in Nath Amena w d d  want tmr 

could idaitify with flropi. 1996). 1 have tricd to hi8hiight not d y  the taken-foqpanted mpds  

of these p-tations but aiso how thqr p v i d e  a much more complex tepremdation of btrel 

and braelis thrn the namatives prescnted on the oqanised tours through I s d .  And, dthou6h 

morne aimpkx issues wete niscd during the tours, thq wae never fuüy r d i d  and the ovlarll 



tone of even the ICSF tour, which dedt with some issues with some degme of depth, wrrs not of 

an .Lrerdysecun and "normal". Moreover, there ewned an intemai bgit to the tours that f a r d  

r %.lanceu of the perspectives: for wery "pmgressive" position there was a more 

Y ~ a t i v e "  one as weU. 

In 1998, the k u s  of a 6ood numkr uf cwimunity cvcnb was tJm cdcbmtion of the 

Atuùvasuy of the SI& d kd. Althoryh 1 athded uuny bd-aaitreâ 'momnib in 

Wory' (y, Jerudean at pa) [in 19961 and 100 y e m  iinœ the dcrrbpment of ZiaUan 11997)) 

&rations - leetum, festivals, marches, exhibits - planneâ by community organhtions, the 

luwlatWmn~w~mm~Unm~Clrrbantcddcbm~mnt.Iobsand.nd 

putiapated in ova the course of the fiddwak period. 

Foc #impie, the israd at Fw pavilicm at the Expo p u n d s  in the metmpolitan uri 

w h  1 amducted my ceseuch was, at lûïfoa> square feet, one of the kgCa and mmt cxpa"ve 

country p.vihmm cva cxhibited. Sponsored by the brwli C 0 d 8 k  and 175 W h  couuwuni3f 

qanimtions, over 10al volunteets worked in the p.vilion Qt the t e d r y  duration of the Expo. 

It was llso a display of I d  that v e y  d d y  correspondet4 with the mulsers or sipposts 

üîustnted on the organiscd tours t b g h  bncl that I had tnvâled on. The Chair of the 

collboifium that plurned and designed the pivilion tcpoitedly #id: "poibaying the divctaty d 

Imel was a chdenge, 'ro we twk the euy way out and decided O rbow you a lit& bit of 

cverythiiym Jewish News, Aupst 27,19983). 

This pavilion cefebnted an I d  that has a modern economy and, in particuiar, r 

country that is bemming a worldwide commercial suc- in compter and engin#nng b a d  

technologies. Thar were .Ise over fi@ vendot's b t h s  &g uiything han ~iaimo undab 

to non-aicoholic & and Uifotmation promoting 111 m m e r  of thinjp, h m  opportunities Eor 



finanad investment in Isncl to vrcrttioning in b e l ,  to the n a d  to fundtaise for peae ducation 

in kael. An ut exhibit entitled "Echoes of the Pasî - Visions of the Future" feitured piintings, 

d p h u c s  and phofoslpb, -me depiethg d a y  life ind seenes aOm present-day hl, 

others wokhg îhe stmggles and pains of the pas& In mother mer in the Pavilion, a large 

colouiful munl that took an Israeli m s t  2û yeus to paint wur desaibed as rbstrady depictina 

U4ûûû years of Jewish history." The ashibit's centse stage, its bacMrop designed as a 

Mot imprrrive at UW exhibit w u  the 1- -bot "Negev Desut" display 

columns ainoundcd by srnd 1 a k M  Usada-; live umcl rides for the childrm uaund the 

,. a df-contrined wcid and economic unit in which ddskms are taken by the 
asmnbly of its mcmbers and ptoperty and means of poduction ut c o m m d y  
owned,. Traditionaüy the backbcme of Isrreh a ~ ~ t u r r ,  kibbutzim are now .Ise 
engagcd in indusûy, taurism and savicrs. 

Nearby a four fmt square wooden structure, with plastic covering and filled with plants wrs 

Iabeiled "Grcl«ihousc" and ik growing mdhod dcsaikd: 

Pmtcctcd agriculture ... another technique that comenm wrtec because it d u c a  
waporation. In addition to providing over 90416 of i s d s  food, greenhoam 
throughout Israei gmw many aups of highquality huits and vqetables which are 
cxported to Eutopean and North Amenun markets. As we& t h e  is an enormous 
export market of flowers and ornamental plants. 

And very neu the %ceenhouses- in the W" there was a smd bed of plants, with pipes 



Ieading in and amund the plants. This w.s marked "Inigation systema and b i s  expked how: 

The œuch for waîer nving techniques l u s  the deveiopment of cornputer- 
eontrdled kr&atian systems, induding the 'p method... The drip method not only 
dranutidy d u œ s  the amount of wrtcr n d e d  for irci6ation, it llso dows f u m a s  
to use poor quûity water; the saits in braclrish water do not damage the leaf canopy in 
the way U t  reguiu sprinlrlcer irrigation w d d -  
Oranges, grapefmits, melons, avoados, wine from isrleli grown gnpes and kesh 
flowers ue mong the products Out have responded wdl  to drip irrigation and now 
tepiesait a dgdicui t  export market* 

This narrative was vay s h i b  to thotie rd heud on the organised tour Pd taken more than tiuee 

pfwided on the ILF tour. 

columns, one brokm r t  the top and the other slightiy tüted to one side dood on a phtform of 

J b 8 d a  ir one of the m-t intriphtg ud r i t e r i n d i d k a d .  In70AD,.ft« 
Jauscrkm was destroycd, the fewiah Z d o b  to b d a ,  the kst-foitifid palace 
built by King Heiod. They held out on top of M.sda for three 
Rorrrmu, evm though they were no more th.n 1,000 atrong and 

ztdotsru4tuncd 
Roman wuriors. Through intriate water Qdan and industriou fumiiy m e h d s ,  the 

themaelves foc the W e a r  batüe. In theycu73, uitiapating 
imminent defeat the a W e  p u p  ratha tiun rurrmda, amunittd auKide. 

Whiie this wm a diffanit veraion of the Masada stoy thm the one prcscnted by Amie on the 

Israel Dcvclopmmt Fund tour, it is the most couunon version of the doy. in fa& M e  

uuss suiade mtha thrn mutder. 

in the centre of the Negev Deser( uier of the pavilion, young mai drcssrd in "Anbu 

~ u b  tepresenting the "Bedouins" of the Negcv Desert w a e  taking M d r e n  uounâ on bve 

eamels thit hid bmm brought in for the exhibit. These 'rides" Mowed a cimilu path neu the 

one of the only &bits or p o p u l u e n ~ e n t  events in which any q m e n t  of the Anb 

population of h e î  wrs teptesaiteci. in addition to this qxesentation, among the muiy 

vcnding ûooths in tht "shopping districta of the pviiion, oiw âîspîayed "a bazad' of "orinitd" 



At the main entnnœ to the "synagogue M d c  Wr" was a iarge plaque entitled 

"Revealing an Anasit Messagen that d d b e d  how and when the mosaic h d  km uneuthed 

and stated th.1 the site whcre it was found, Sepphocis, was "put of the GIlilee not hr from the 

city of N d '  One could read that .the town wrs built in Roman times, about 20Ul years aga, 

and prospd  as a centte of Jewish lif'e thiough the later Roman and Byzantine @O& (3rd to 

7th centuries CE). What the m d c  "mededm wcs: 

Al1 of the "synagogue" iabels had k m  culcfully written to depict the Jews' choeenness and 

b e d  history within the Jews' kame of déremce- For sumple, the description of the 

synagogue flaK b more about 'the story of promise and ndcmptionœ than an opportunity to 

diseusa how it is that "mine elements are cornmon to the Chidiin art of the period-" This 

commonality is simply a temporal matter - the Jcws' time in the Caiüee hrving b e n  dateâ within 

this peciod of the Byzantine cnt Rather than conjecturing that the 0001 depicted the hybndity or 

intermiring of rystems of bdid at the time (see Alcalay 1993, the h r y  wis thrt it wis ibout 

the "story of prumise and redemption .-central to Jewish belief," r W that "promises" ta 

"pmteetw and "maice them into r great nationw (see also Elon 1997; Silbemnan 1995; lm; Whitelaxn 

The d i t  at the Expo had as its inspiration c1assiil Zionist inkqmtations and 

iderlisrtions of Irrraeli mciety; there was very litUe of the current culture, politics or cveryday üfk 

of Israelis. White one could pidr up "informationœ about diverse topics, these were not part of the 

"irpresentation' of the nation-state- So, for exampie, the Negev "&douinsU rcpreaenfed w- d e  



pditïcised and exotieizieà as unel haders, whik the Pdestinians and the w m  h p l y  

displryed on a plrtform at the m t m œ  to the main stage mes in an d i t  d We-sizd figurines 

celebnting the "culturd msaic" of i s r d i  culture (Shohrt 1989). hch  figurine's identity was 

m u k d  by a stereotypicd tepresentation. Fm example, a W h  covered the head of an 'Arab 

manœ; a roman d d  in a bhck embmided dress carcying a basket on her head was a 

"Paiestinian womd; and "Orthodox" Jewish men b d  long white bards, and were d d  in 

blrdr suits and hats. Al1 were equaîiy sterrotypcd in this dieplay. 

Whüc moet 'populu entertainmenta events debnting I s r d  in North America often 

ptescntd a simplified, key- î ike  v#siori d kd, there wcir othe mort I d  

rcpesentations of Ibrd and if üs 14 th- that 1 want to twn m y  attention now. Wh& these 

ocasions were not -f---tacvar& thy w a c  deufy d-cd for the Jewidi 

g e n d  public mther thm Eor an audemie or speciriliscd audiencc 

haginhg h & s  prst as the Jew4 pst was vey cornmon rt mmy of the ramrnunity 

events. 1 did not audioltape these events but 1 did make extensive field-notes uid the 

pxwentations klow am basd on my notes, with any dinct quotes afed as such. 

On the tours, Isnel was presentd as the mdle of the Jeus' bibiid and mcient hisr- 

and it was intasting, though not surpris@ to s e  how the same efforts to umstruct the qace of 

1-1 as the Jews' luid and rightful "phce" occurrod in North Americcan settûqs. At one such 

event, a Dsid Sci Scroiis' scholu hbm a US. uni-ty profesmx w.s gcekd by a roomful of 

interested community people. The lecture was the second of two and rltbugh it wur held in r 

University lechue h d ,  it was open to the public and t h d o r e  h a d  in s a p e  and content 

Accordhg to the coaimunity member with whom I attended the event, the scholu had desaibed 

the sites and histoy d the ScroUI' discovsy in the first iectute, 

The purpose of the second lecture, whidi 1 attende& was to debunk the myth thrit the 

Dead Sa Scmlls were only of importance to C M t y  and to show that the ScmUs M d  dues 

to understanding a very important historieal pnod in Judlisni, in puticuiar, the profes#,r 



q u e d  that the Derd Ser Saah were written in a period whm major shifts were occuning in 

Jud- shifts that cstibbhed -me Jews ptcsentdiy pra'tices. He beheved it was unforhrnate 

that the Sapua' cesearch agenda had ben  set by New Testament and Quisaan studies. As he 

put it, "a person who s t d  the Dead Sea Saolls h m  the Jews efkdively steals a part of Jewish 

heritage, especidy if they are taken to be only a matta of Christian history." 

Although the pdessor acknowledged thrit the ScroUs could iIso hold the kqr to 

understanding the of Christianity, from his paspcctive, the Dead Ses Saolis are very much 

about grievmces between jws, and n tieâ to a cornmon tndition that l r t a  becrme the b.sis for 

contunporuy Judrism. He a p l . i n d  t h ~ t  h w+n thm iccQ of practising Jews durùi6 this 

per iodd OirttheSaollsrefkcted the~cb.sisfurcmedtheaeoects,ûSeSduœes. ïk 

1ecturer poùittd out Oirt dthough there hrd neva ken a time in J u d a  whm there was only 

one seet, this btcrluway pup' s  theoiogicd parpcctivcs were to have a btïng déc i  on the 

J m s ' r d i g b u s ~ y .  Heugueûtha t .Uthnco€~~pswereengaged inpo l i t iu l  

disagreements over topia mgin6 from Jcwish h w  to politicai action to thedw, .II evidence of 

a rich culture which wm to set the terms and scope of debates within Jewibh histoiy. 

Furthennon, whik these hrd ken pd debat- am- the Jeus, the n# of Romcin nile. the 

m*gn of H d ,  the rbe of Christirnity and the d e s t m d h  of theTanple influenad Olt gmwth 

of a new Jewish musianism and sam one p p  was taking to cevolution, inta-Jcwish politid 

violence induâing msassinations. The profusaor ended with the suggestion that su& an 

undastanding of the Scrolls' history should iead us to d d e r  kwm for contanporq Jews' 

seligious debates. He suggesteâ that inteqmup discumions d to k protecteâ kst they lead 

to mdiulisation as they had in the pst: the Iesson of the Saob is that debrtes mon6 Jews 

could and should k peacefd ones but that they could &O Iead to violence. 

The UIt#rsting point of this pmf=sot's narratives, for my purposes hem, is that he 

represaited a nurowly daimd k t o y  of the time and s p ~  within which (hesc Saob wae  

si@ficant. The periodisation he used was b a d  on Iscaelite and Bibhcd uchaeokgial 

refi;eren-, ï t  w u  about the history of the Jews and of ao 4 import to 0th- popk The piiod 

hcbpoIttdwumtdatcdh(hcpiiodof.nu~nc*ntbnd"athamdycthem~dtoad 



the name rSrae1" ont0 Lat past (Silbennui 1992). in hct, it is imnic that a professor who cnild 

see that the Saolld retmrch had been domllrateâ by New Testunent interests, could not llso sec 

the hegemony of bibiid and Istrel-centred uchadogy foi the ''hisbry" of the Middle East in 

pjenerai (for iin extended discussiofi see Whitelaxn 19%). Following the standard ptadices of 

those doing biblicd Udlaeologid research in the Middle East, ihis d o l u  noted that the 

'Qumran seet" was a "group of pople who sepmteâ off sotmetirne afts the Macakui Revolt." 

The Maccribees w e e  a "Hebrew ûibe" who m l t e d  rgainst the Romuis and ue often eited as 

important adors in the story of thc Jewe in the mgion. Hnc he used the contemparuy name of 

the site whac the Scroils werr found, "Quauan,' to nrme the "meet," and then .b#)Éi.ted the 

Suub with the pied of the U a t l b ô e ~  Revolt." In this way the hlu  rihuteâ the Jcwd pmt 

and the Saolll aommunity in a pment place, contemporuy M. 1 .m not suggesting t h ~ t  this 

profkaor was involved in an idiosynmtit pnctiœ. Rather, this is the dominant historicising 

discwrsc in the mon and, for Jewish audiences, it mry only mnforn the elrim h t  the luid of 

Israel ù aciusively, or most signiticantly, about the Jewd history (Elon 1997; Silbamrn and 

Smd 1997; Silbennrn 1997; Whitelam 19%). 

The question and msww session was most interrsting becaube it too w.s as much 

about the pment as abut the past. With Nonh A m d m  Jewish oommunity leaders and 

members engaged and enraged by the 'who is a Jew" debate, prirnuily a d a t e  .bout who has 

the authority to define 'who is a Jew" in lsrael, the questions were as much about present 

divisions as past 'seetarianisrn." indeeâ the first que8tion h m  the audience wis. "How do you 

ampare the d s  of the pst to those oi the present?" And the mswer wrs üut the 'movements 

of the past" were "not about religious ptactices" per se, because "evayone practised Judaism" 

and "sûictly adhered" to its religious laws. On the o h  hand, "modem dîsagreanents" and 

"rieligious movtments" i r e  defined by teligious and "not politid practiœs." Still, the pmkclsot 

managed to avoid discussing the legitimacy of any one sidds claims for the reli@ms authority to 

perfonn conversions and define who is a Jew. 

Nart, the speaker was asked if the ''Zeelots of -da" were "membem of the Essenealil 

1 h d  vsumed Uut M w d i  would k invokd in this setting and 1 was no( dhppointed. AAa 



dl, the s t q  of a sect living in isolation and rebelling yl ins t  a dominuit politid authdty 

wouid r*md very famiüu to anyone who had read a heard about the Masada myth (Zenibavel 

1995a)- Thc apeaker quickiy reiterated, as he had earüer in the tak, that the *scroUs were f m d  

in a phœ vrry difkrent? from Masada and that thq had been "written sometime befbre Roman 

nile" in the region. Explaining that the "Zedots were rebeb against Roman de," he 

disî~inpbhed thmi h m  the "Qmmn sect" who wcic a "more peacehir pople. Howmr, he 

added that "j about -one rebeUed against the Romansa except a very "few uistocntic 

Jews"livïngin"theChMee"atthetimc. 

An* audiaice mcmkr then M if the "diMnenas mong the groupa in the p.st" 

couid k cornpurd to the differenrcs khveen Orthodx, conamrative, Reform and d u  

Israelis? The proksoor exphincd that Jthough there were "rame simiiuities" in the past it w u  

the ase that "946 d the population" l i v d  a kinâ of'a>mw>n judWmm a d  "oaly 10% d the 

popdation" pmctid in a rcorntd" and "rituil m m . "  He added thak 'thc average Jcw is 

Jesus- he came from a smd town, he terd Torah, he knew Hebrew, he wrs an average guy in 

the Land of b e l P  And he q t e d  that the differonces .mon6 Jews today ue b d  on 

intetpretations of rcli#on, while in the past the disylccments were "politid". 

Later, a puücululy interested and wdl-r#d audience rnember rsked how it was that 

the professor lmew that the "documents dated ptior to Roman" &vil in the area if it was cleu 

that the Saolls .Ise induded information about the Romms. The profesor's respoirsrr ewsyone 

in the region knew that the Romans wcn coming and the "Wu S a o U "  thrt the audience member 

had d e r d  to, cwld be r a d  as a warning to dl of the expectation of war. Thc pro- Mt 

that this position was consistent with his argument that the Qumran sert believed they were 

living the "end of days," so they were spreading such news constantiy. While dmowledging 

that many seholm would disagree with him on this point, pcticulariy his datins of the SaroUs to 

a point prior to the Roman's amval, he said that he beüeveâ thîs intetpretation wis mis- and 

a misreading of the ScroUs, 

M y  purposc for anaiysing this ment is to demonstrate that the audience membem were 

d e d y  linking israd and the jews* pment histoy with that d a  pamveâ  conmon and m a t  



pmt. This prdezmt, bke Un guides on tour and the many other repmientrtionr avdabk d 

kd, h d  .bo limitcd the seope d the attention of hi. listemm to bating the J m r  in th* plam - 
h e l  -and the biblicd importance of these sites to them done. 1 would 60 so far as to argue that 

whik this event and 0th- iike it wese o p n  to non-Jewish audiences, 1 am not sure that non- 

Jews could make sense of the lecture unless they wero interiested in either Bibliul uchamlogy or 

the history of I s d  h m  Jewish-or Ismekenûecl perspectives becriuse of the proéessor's 

emphuis on Jcwirh historiai periodiution, cg, the Miubkui P a D d  the H d h  Pciiod, 

and the Temple P a ;  his citation d certain mcht  kxts, su& m Wup written by 

Jasephus; and hia deratce to piiwiiinent b& such as Yi@ Yadin, k d u  mcrt pmminait 

nationdist  CO^ (Silkrnun and Sni.ll lm; Siibennan 1990). T h e  wrur m d e o n  

of non-Jwmh communitias of the t h e  and, as with the hm, the a m a i  ai@ficance w.e 

dcâned within bibiid and historiographially Jnviai-td tenns, and as i badtdmp to the 

history of the J h ~ s  in Isnd (Abu E l a j  1998; Silbennan 1 W ;  W h i t h  1996). 

At another evenf orguiiped by Cuudian hndmhem a d  nipportem of o n  of W s  

uninnilia. a gmup of c l a c  to 100 people gaîhered in a Cmmvative S y q p p d s  auditorium. 

One of the Synagogue's bouâ memôers opend the cvcning by telling us that 7t is the 

remembrance of the p s t  that makes this country (bel) what it is? W e  wac told thit the 

uninnity had for whidi lhey wtze fundnising that tvaiur~ had "bridgeci W u  pmt with its 

future' As an exampie, he tdd us that its remarchers had m u ~ ~ g e d  b bring 'acicnt pnyersw b 

the p m m t  in the form of a compter disk that hoids ''Tl00 ycus of knowledgc? Invikd as the 

pest of honow by the University's fundcaisïng organisation, (cded the Thends of" thîs 

university), the guest of honour wrs întroduced to w as a mm who iud "aontriôuteû to the 

biblid and spirituai knowledge of o w  bdoveâ Lnd of Isneî,' r ont d the Mivemity'. 

lecturers in udiamlogy, and as one of Jerudeds Western Wd Tunnel tour guides. He had 

bem invited to s p a k  to us about the univenity's cecently spoiuorrd exavations and interest in 

the sites uound Jerusdem. 



would k preeenting u with a Mentifie and udiaeologicai pnpccaive on J d e m .  He told us 

that "Jenisrlem h a  a vuiety of stoties. But, he said, in ordo to understand the sipifiunce of 

one's findings, one needed to know the historid dimensions as well as the geographical and 

topographieal nature of exclvatcd sites. When mearûüng Jaisdexn, one shodd hun to what 

the hidorians: F order] to understand [the J F i  Temple (one turned to] the Bible [in 
order to understand the] Scond Temple, [one tumed to] the New Testament, and 
Joecphw, etc. 

Our spllrer, w b  had euiier been conœmed to tell us th.t he had dways a s a u a d  hdings on 

the brr* of g c d  sekntific researeh (e.g, using topoatiphicd mip),  now ated bibücd and 

damsical u K a t  Jewish tacts as important "historidn texts and the meam by which he paiiodised 

his findings. 

Admitting h t  his intapretation of the findings were am- to those of o t k  

uchaeologists wotkllig in the ma, he nevwtheless w e d  thrt what had been acavated in and 

around Jnusikm was evïdencc that the Temple Mount site is in faet "Dividic"; that is Je rudan  

was i n d d  the "Cîty of David." Having cstablished the importance of this site fw the Jeus, the 

archado@t went on to say that such findings legitimate the d for continuing b acavak in 

and amund the Western Wail tunnels. 

He then dected on what he crilled the -euphorie swift victory" of kd in 1%7 and 

aplained that for yeus since t h e  have "ken excavations of a tunnel h g  the Westem Walln 

k a w e  neither %abbis nor Muslîm Sheikhs would allow the d i m g  [of the] Temple Mwnt, 

The Ternpk Mount is tmditiondly known as the place where the First Temple was built but it is 

aiso the site of Al Haram Al Shuif or the Muslim's Noble Smrhury. For these remns, the 

iectunt explaineci, uçhaeolqists h d  been Idt to dis domg the Wall, leuning 'hm the outside 

what was b i d e  [the Temple Mount].* He explained that ''thce stone tiers [a layeml in 

Jerudemm cepresent periods in Jerusrlem's history as follows: (1) "David's time or the FVst 

Temple P M " ;  (2) Un "tinte of the Chtuch d the Hdy Spuichre" and the "Second Temple 



Period. and (3) the "Tunnel piid and the period of The Wd?" 

The achreologist went on b d d b e  how a~. I l ruig thtough the tunnel is one of the 

most aciting" acperienœs foc it not aily reprwents the interval h m  'the Second Temple P d  

to modern times" it &O highlights "the ccntraüty of the Temple Mount in tk history of 

Jerudem.'' Here rgrrin, history was limited to r hming h m  the perspective of the Jews. This 

pcoœss wris achieved in a m m e r  evan more ndid than on uiy of the orguiised oc pcivate 

tours of Jenisrlem on whidi 1 had putiapaîeû. For even the ~occupiers' since the Serond 

Temple pdod -indu* the M d u k s ,  the Ottorm~, and the Brithh - have diuppeued into 

" t h e t u d ~ d t h e p e r i o d d t k W J L '  

Vay a a t d y  the rpiLi. then d c r W  that a gmup of UdUCbIogists had mœntly 

decided to explore why it wis  that the *preaent Tanpk Mount is 4 am@ to the one "in 

the MiShii.h". [whm] the Temple Mount ir [deauibcd .r king] SOO by 500 cubic feet or 23û by 

230 mbic meters.- To this 

And jwt in caae th- in the audience did not understand the a i g n i f i c u ~ e  of what he had just 

srid, he cxpl.imd that di of this mernt h t  " H d  dîd not invent tk site. He knew what w u  

t h e  WONP." In 0th- words, the hilrukes, a Hebrew tribe, and not the Romui's King Hecod, 

wem irspoiisible for the Temple Mount stnictwt- A-dw to this kcturer. this reseadt 

b the Romans (and King Herod in puticulu), could m w  k dumed as the invention of the Jews' 

kin. the Macabees. Furthennote, the purpose for future excavations in the are* w d d  

1egitixn.tely be 'Ao 6nd . . . [this] expmded vision of the Temple Mount." 



first imrgllied gives d e n c e  to atremist ultn-~tioiillist Jews who not only daim the entire Al 

Huam Al Suif mes rs the site where they would iike to "tebuild" îheir Temple. it dso 

Iegitimites th& contmversial and *al squalüng and purchrse of lands in the resi of Musiim 

East Jerusalem (Armstrong 19%; Boyarin 19%; Abu El-Haj 1998; Elon lm; Goldberget 19n; 

Lustick 19%). 

Findy, the speaker dso spoke 16 us about how cvay tourist who viwts Jmsaiem cm 

now wdk üuough the Jewish Qu& of Jenisrlem and appreciite the mie that uchleology has 

phyed in the recomtniction of the area. He q h h d  üut "becauae Seamd Cmhuy J d e m  

w.saRo13~naty,.~wemsdto~v~thtRominpaiod(I.ya)inOICI~to~thcJewish 

struchucs, Jewish Iryers. Thus it is appropriate to acavate Jkmdan in d e r  to get to the 

burid hhtory of the Jcws. L~yers c m  be dug up in or& b rwed only th* histoy, and 

Wtion;  the pmt is thtir country, not fomïp at di (cf. buenthai, 198s). No other peoples' 

histories n d  to k prc#rved since tfiy are just ovahys, CO* eamitid Jeuish structures 

(Abu El-Haj 1- Hon 1997; Silkrman and Smrll1997). 

Thn+ was ncva any discussion of the non-Jewish hithcornmunitid dationships to 

the aty of Jerudan (Bcn Ze'ev and Ben-& 19%; Beiivenisti 19%). in fi& tk only derences 

made b 0 t h  rdigious k a d a s  or religious sites wcrt Co the "dKürhs" who do not .Uow 

excavations on "the Tanple Mount," and the Christian's Church of the Holy Sepulchtc as a site 

eseential foc studyiry the Seeond Tanple "üer." Otha "nationai" communiües and their 

hidoncal urd/oo indigrnous tics to Jerusrlem vuiishcd. What wrs pmmted wrs i "City of 

David" l ivd in, planned for and designd by the Jews in t k  past d mm thrt it has been 

ceaptured as "Jerudem," it cm be newlysravated, and reconstructed for the Jews. Any 

excavation is important only for the Jews' histocy and the Jews' traditionaï link to the City (Abu 

El Haj 19%). 

In the narratives above, much like on t h  tours, the ".ncicnt" land d e d  h e l  is 

mnceptullised only within the terms of the Jews' existence in the p s t  and theü comtinued 



&vai and thedore legitimite rontempony ''rrhni" to it. Oaly the Jews amoq dl the 

"mcimts" muld clailn a, ongoing tie to the region. Thy have this tie and th& "chosenness" to 

teturn them to the land (Sibermm and Smd 1941; Whiteiam 19%)- 

lstael u th Jctrn' Statt end thc Irroirk Statc 

While it was taken-for-granted by dl the ledurers that israel is the Jews' nation-state, 

the question of how a state a n  be both Jewish and dmoartic w u  takm up on many occasions- 

On wd-attended and mort intereshg distussion took place in 1996 in a unïversity mure M. 

nic~fa~cvmtwrs.nddatyprohdkwfrom~affardsmastp&~0~8 

univemiües. In his ptcsentrtion thepmkssor set out to &ass the d u t i o n  of phi&mphid 

understmdiiys of d posuibiîiics for a Democntic Jewish rtate. He kgan by outluiing the 

philomphid kli& hdd by t h  important Jcwmh phdoqhers, Maimonrides, Spbzl,  and 

Mendbhn .  The proféseor commentcd thit the debates curmntîy mghg withh h d  and 

ammg Jewish #holus (and sometimes adusivdy 1111ong the Orthodox) r e f k d  these eulia 

philomphid debates. The question w a  will Isnd become a Jewish demomtic date that 

emphasitm its demoartic nature, rn b l  ior ï s r d s  atizens; or wüi Istd  becorne a dmoartic 

Jewish date emphasising the Jewishncss of the date of the Jeus? 

The pcckmr begm by usiirig that Octhdox Jews who live in I s d  todiy hce an 

"acute dilanm~" He expluid that dthough m ~ y  of than have micccptd demomcy," 

evidmad in luge put by tk fad h t  they hm institutionai politîd rcpresentition (eg. the 

Shtus Quo -ent of 1951 gave the Chief Rabbinate of kad juridiction o v a  such matters is 

muriage, divorce, &aty hws, for the Jewish inhabitants d hael) and that they putiapate in 

date elections (eg, the National Religious Puty is but one example of ri party that hm wieldd 

some influence), thy still fïnd it difficult to reconcile Judaism d the redity of ri modem Jewish 

date. According to the lecturer, the reaction of the Orthodox îus ken to hke one of two 

positi- on the one hand, there are thme who deny that Israel is an authattic Jewish -te; somc 

have gom so f u  as to dùm that I s d  is -the d d  of Satan* and =a hindmœ to demption." 

niac mrmkn a *orthodor c ~ m m u ~ t y  hi- =CIUM thcmsdv~ thc q d a y  



politics of the 8t.k and, in mme casesC have even wotlrcd with "enemüesa agùrst the date (e-g., 

the Prleshhm). On the othn hmd, thae are the who )uiw a m-c understuidhg of the 

aite kael wrs the authentially JCWibh state and Uinyh it mry not have reached its "ided" it is 

put of the Io+-for @retum." Accotding to Uiir pcofesumr, the miprity of Israel'8 Orthodor 

Jews m Ifnlirted with 16* Mer way of thînkhg. They thedom participate in what to thern is a 

permurmt memuiuiic struggle br the ided Jewish state. 

The prohmr gtpluned that in order to understand these d e ù a e  one needed to rdum 

to the fwndation of modem Jewish thought i t d f  and, m putirulu, to thret thinlrnr who 

aitmiptai to idam drrÿion, nation and date in iine with the irlyous and politid 

mmmptiom of the modern wodd. The# ue Mmes Mummidee who iived in the 12th Century 

(11354204) and who wrote (S+r Ha-Mitrrrot, Heb.) ammg o t k  peat 

woilra; &ncdiehis de Spin,= who iived in the 17th Century (163201677) and who wrok A 
. . . 

@O me4imesrefaisdQrs"ïheTmtisc"ot 

7ractatc"); and MOCKS Mendûsohn who lived in the 18th Caituy (17291786) and is laown fa 

h i s w o t k ~ o r . O n ~ o n . P o  . . 
w MO- othe~.  According to this 

profCssot, Ume philouophem transfomd the conception of the nation ud Cod, and in thtir 

dipcuaaons of the tmwce!ndent uid the corporeal, pditicird teligbus aaghL 

Bncdy the ideas of egn. i f i~nœ accordin6 to this profemr wcre as Éollowg. 

Maimonides amdcmned th- who W i e d  in the "corporulity of Cod." Thus 

Cod is spirit not body and t h  should be m, worship of a hurmn "mamiah." One 

should nthn QUow th& spirîturl caüing. 

Spinoza offereâ a seculu understanding of Judrism rnd wrs the Virst d u  Jeu-' 

in his Spinoza had ciII4 on the Jews to "oyetcome the Jewish tradition" of 

"awaiting the messilhm because it "hinded their prosars;* Spinoza d e d  on the 

J m s  to engage in the world and to participate in human "Histoy-" Spinou had 

Ibo tad idy  tnnsformed the conception of the dationship of the Jews to Cod: 

fmn a Spinoâan perspective, di -les have been elected by divinity. in this 

way, Spinou undcnnuicd the Jeus' c h  b F w h m m r e ,  Spimm 



qued tb.t the Jewr could achieue redemption through reason, rathef than h g h  

p t y a .  And firC.uy# Spinon w d d  have felt comfoit.ble with m- 

Zionisrn for it was an idsology guided by the yeaming tor a national uid thde 

d u  trther than hriwcendat state ideai. 

Mendebotin had written the "mtithesis b Spinoza's daims" and in the proce88 had 

aise "t tdormed Maimonides' clunis." Mendelsotin ptomoted the Spinoziui 

perspective of "ent-g the Jews into history but against Spinoa," he fdt thete 

was "rdicpous and ~tioiul significanœ of Torah'' for Jews. 

e c o n t c m p u y ~ ~ f a a i y ~ ~ r p c r i i t c r ~ d t h . t " I s r r e i U a  Rdumhg b th 

Jewish &te" with a Jewiah "tcligionœ and that any move "to sepuite date and w o n  wm 

mong" for "neitha wm true to or in man's best inter&." He uycd thrt evay person und evcy 

~~Utctivchrsspiiihiil.swd.skmponlaonacrnsuidthy~mr~of~tiauidduty,ind 

th- was role for ôoth r d i e  and state in these miitkra Thus he Wd, ''rdigh ud date uc 

not dükent  in their thy are differait in their means." The "state may be Coeraw" 

whereas mercion is the "mtithesis of fÙthn 

Furthemore, the speaker a p W ,  retumhg to Mendhhn's thesis* (herr wm *only 

one tüne" when thtn was 'no tension betwam state and di@m." This wm the paiod of the 

"Mosaic Constitution" when "Cad wrs King" and the dmïnistntion of the "civil uau wm 

sacnd"; any Wfenœ against niigiouz Iaw" was in off- agrinst avil h w  and the 

"enfimement of dïgious I l w "  wrs the "same as the QnfwcQment of ad hw." suice t h t  üme, 

and up until the creation of h d ,  the speaker queâ ,  the Jews had to pc t iœ unda "rnotha'r 

sovefeignty" and had thus to "perfocm their duties to their own Cod" wWe living unda otha's 

administration This Mendelsohnian theology ww eventuaiiy to form the bwis for Raotm 

JuduSm. 

Having ouüined the main points of the debrte mong t h e  tiuee impodant 

philosophers, the lechuet stated the main question for the -. "C.n a Jewish date be r 

dcmoaatic *te?" He dismiseed Jewïsh religious leaders who belicved that t h  d d  not ôe a 

J d h  demouatic state, b u s e  any Jcwïsh date P an impsibüity. He feît it w u  wmag to 



assume that Rabbinic Judaism's concepts of powa funduncntdy dash with dm-. He 

emphlsised that the rule d h w  (rg, Supmne Cairl judgements) in lrnd is not the resuit d the 

role of WC J u d a  but rather of a "cultural Jmrishness": a Jewishness b d  in luiguage and 

tradition. Thus fbr this speaker, Judaism md  Jewish national identity ue W d  to the way that 

foiîoweâ Spinoza whohad defined seeulu JmUhness. Where others emphasise a democracy 

with Jewishness "added on,' (i.e., you build a democtltic state and you make it Jewish if th- is 

mmething in J u d a  that improves the democratic rnodel), our speaker nther rerommended 

that we think what about the abiliîy to aeote "a b.l.nc+ of Wh Judaism and demomcy." He 

s u g p t e d  as w d  that üüs r p p m h  had guidd the dnfting of Isrwl's mwt mait h i c  t w s  

that emboây 'the .band dimensions of both J u d a  and dcmoclllcy.' 

In addition, he explaincd that it was important to understrnd that for Orthodox Jm it 

cemains "difficult to separate duty and divinity" h u a e  to UHm duty and the divine ut mutual 

aonsidaations. The Orthodox cannot rtcept this œpamtion for ' the  is nosingk individual 

s p h d ;  to the Orthodox "every action is for and about the coUectivity." nius, for example, the 

pranisc hr 'humui rights' is defind as b t  in theh beliefs about the "metaphy~id notion 

of m u t d  reqomibility" and "not individuai desires-* b r  this remon, withh Onhodox 

couununifi-, "my individuai sin" is thoqht to cirate the paibilitics for "coktive damage." 

ïhus this speaker desaibed an Israd confronthg its h k h i c  tradition. It is a seculu, 

l i k n l  date, a w e  of these contradictions and striving to "baiance" the distintion betwenr the 

private and the public, accordin6 to our speaker- The symùolic meam of iden- raxiacnce 

.mon6 ceiigious and seculu Jews are important and rcmain put of the pngautic or 

'complementary approich" takm by bnel's legislators and Irwmakers who have .I#, m m j p i d  

- that these contradietions can never be resolved by denying one or the other's practices a 

sensibilities. 

Still the ptofessor adrnowledged that whüe the population is îmgdy mdmmmt dl 

have to cope with the Orthodox. Refemng to the "who is a Jew" debate as an exampie, the 

speaker ugued that the ciash of avilisations is mot just intemai to b ; d  but hw on Jews 

living outside the date as wdL In this way, bmli statchood poses a c î d h g e  to Jews both in 



h e l  and th- Living outside the date 

The- thus mtiorirlised the current dcbita Occuning between the d u  and 

rrligious sectors of haeii eoeiety as dhpements that wac rodd in Jewish phiioqhy 

nther thui u a funetion of Un pcul*r cimmutinas fa- astate daimhg to k both Jewish 

and desnomtic. Although he hrd omitted from his main discussion the fact that the isnel i  state 

governed non-Jews and k t  the "baiance" he spoke of was d no devance to th- who have no 

duty to Rabbinie ruthmïties ot theh füth c011ununiüe. This Ltter point h a m e  an issue r a i d  in 

the question and anmu- se&on. 

member, ui dderiy man, &mi: "How do we rcspond to r Fwid\ genaation that doesn't 6eem 

to know its own hiaoy, tradition, or identity?" nit probeor a n s w d :  

We annot ieave this room uaia\iiy that th* ir simpiy a pat-Zimiat or pat-modem 
moment. ... Tbe Anb popuiation h.s its own pobkms of identity with tk state. -. F a  
who is an Anb in a J&h date? 

He went on to say that the "poscZionis< concept of ~" is one that dates that h e l  "shouiàn't 

be Jewish at di," but th.1 it shodd be "a state of its atilens" (for oventjew aee Sükrstcin 1999)- 

Obvioudy not in f.vwr of such a dution, the profcssor offcrrd that tk proMcm this jewish 

gen-tion f r d  owld k d v d  thraigh cducation, and hc dded: '[we] can only k hopaul 

that the eqerimmt of Zionbm w i l  succeQd.' He wait cm to sry U t :  

ThereareomnJmd intdauniestothecunœptoftheJewishbite Theaniflict 
ia nat just rbout whether or not the stak  sbuld k Jcwùh, uid dcmoaatiç 
The prob1an in a Fwish state is'How a n  a non-Jew idcntity in an cthnidy Jmndr 
date?' and What happais to r m h  ZoNa &te with non- Zionhb m if? 

The pmfesaor endcd this discussion by stating that nohvithstrnding the cmtempomy 

understandings of human rights and demoaaq "the b w  of Retufn should be accepted k a -  

it is [lml] the only JCWiSh date- even though it disaimhw against non-w~-~ 

This paaitation ülustrates the crnnpücrtd dationship of nialan fcmns of Judaism, 

the state and ideas of democncy. The profesgor's thesis w u  thit to SOUR dgrce, h e l  had 

zeconciled Orthodox and positions and h d  kcome a dcmocrrtic Jeu* date. Isrrol and 



the relaticmship of Jews ta the &te, to demmey and to Judaism, am pte~ented in mu& more 

compiex tams than thocie 6cmrSly pcesmted on the toM. Wilhin such narratives, Jews do not 

have r simple dationship to the Jewish state. nieir difknnces u e  philo8ophid and politicai 

and theV individuai or coUective orientation to the date is infonned by vuious historiul trends 

in reügiws, phit0~ophic.l and poiitiai thought. In addition, th- was at least some 

rckmwledgement îhat within the rtate's botder, there are non-Jews who may not "identify" with 

r date defineâ as Jewish ud /or Zionist. However, the gpeûcer did not argue that this 

recgnition rhould fundrmmtdiy shift the deûnitiori d dcmo~lcy  foc, in the lad instance, he 

dcfUIed lsml as the Jmd date. T'hacfOn the date is iegjtimateiy dmggliiy with the 

phiioamphid and thsobgial constitutian d JCWibh livw and traditions. 

In theee pirscntrtions b d  is desaibd dong a more a hi chssid Zhüst trqcctory, 

as r nrtt tid to the Jewd past traditions as welî rs a d o m h g  to and ddoping into a mode1 of 

a W h  date. h d  is a &te c~nfronting ib màmt and tndiîhnd pria -a date such 

existentid dikmnus as how to refonnulite Jewîsh traditions into the date anicturt - whik in 

the process of -üng the Jcws' presence and "present" in the luid. 

In the next chapter, 1 hmk at how Istrel is npresentcd in aommunity narratives aa not 

d y  a date tïed to the Jewd past traditions, but as a  m d a n  and p t - Z i W  etate. It is a staîe 

that hm truiscended its existentid aises and resolvd moet mrtters of Jewish survivd. It is now 

deiiling with the more "nomid" dücnimas hœd by ccmtempotuy states and r poiitia detinad 

by demouacy and peacc. 



CHAFïER 9 
IDENTIFMNG WZZH) ISRAEL AS NAnON-SI'ATE: TO WARVS A POST-ZIONlST ISRAEL 

IIrrd u Nation and Strtc 

Among Ziom*sm'i Ioftiest "goals" was the god to "nonnalise" the Jmr This rneant 

b ~ g i n g  the Jews into the course of History defined by statehwd (DI Goldberg 1996; Heckberg 

1976;Wheataoft 19%). 1 argue herc that a number of ptesentations in the coaunuriity assumed 

t b t  I s d  hd entered a pat-Zidst n a whm the Jws h d  becorne "normalid" (6hm 

1995; Silbastein 1999) and the Jews wcre deaihg with imues f i d  by adha dates. The fbcus of 

theae prwex~trtions was on the maturing q d t y  of the new relaticmships that Jews have to one 

-the? (withiri kd) as w d  as to the wcdd (Le., with its nei6hbouring &tes)- No ioqer living 

in as a nation without a state, Jews now cdebrrte the f d  dimension of living in and in t time of 

the Jewd date. But these ceicbntions .bo niain that Jms in diribpora rhould tilIe on a new rdc 

vis-a-vis the state I t  is no longer neœssdy  a state that defined th& intaests; it is a state that 

primdy defïned the intemsts of ifs inhabitants, puticululy its Jewish cithemi (Sithtein 1999). 

It ï~ to thme cepffsaitaticms that 1 now tum. 

At one community evmt, sponaored by the local fundnising um of b d s  mat 

prestigious univcrsity, an israeli was invited to speak about the relations khueen ieculu and 

rtlîgious Jewry in Israel- The cvent was very weil attendcd with about n)I) guests conmathg  

in a pubiic ares of a museum hall, chatting over wine, ch- deseri, and CO- Abwt an hour 

der the reception haâ begun, we were moved into a lecture ama. Soon .fter the welcoming 

icmarks by the prcsidents of the I d  and national "Friends" chapters of the kadi univesity, 

and the ChUr of a Jcwish Studics progtun in the city, the lsmeii philoeophy pkssor who had 

been invited to s p d  was introduced to us. He was d d b e d  as "a voie of m d m o i i  rmoq 

the modern Orthodox in I s d . "  He had been rsked to speak to us about the datioriship 



fractious and ineconcilable in the I d  Jewish as weii as in the international media h t  yeu 

The spe- began by rrmùidiiy us that he was biingiiy "an l m l i  pnpective to the 

problem" and rskeâ us to d th&: 

FodyNm y a n  aga, [author Arthur] Kadk Ume to viet the n m - b a n  state... He 
mote a book with *>me anaiysis of the future and had predicted Uut in over two 
genemtiam h d i  socïety wiii beaome non-Jewish ... VeMai said if Zionism succeeds b 
bring the Jews to Pdestine, thy WP isdite themselves and the wodd wouid l a c  the 
JWS 

He yucd that in d e r  to undaauid ' w b  w u  ci@" and "who w u  mmy' WC 

garerations." But, he wuircd, 'there is a danger" when we reprement sudi a rrltiauhip in teans 

kael "shwldn't k a auprise to ur [kcrubc] -thae is a M o n  within Zionism i t r l tœ He 

apiùned that on the one hand 

Zionism w u  a r d i a i  miution, pexhap the m a t  d i d  revolution M... [it wu]  
much more radiai Uun any d e r .  [in orda for thu irsdutiai] b s u d  [we d d ]  
to LtViw (hc nation [that wi.] without th t a ry ;  [to irk peopk lo] b v e  a tantay (D 

-le in a new onc; (uid to] revive a motha t m ~ .  Mothem h d  to kun the WC 
awi th& cküdren. d e d  to] mate hom nothiq a mmlution. Whem do dha 
d u t i o n s  get th& myths? The future. I&n] ZiaScn Wra the put, the -ce, 
the ancient homeland, and tums back and look t o w d s  the p.st, 

For di of these reaaons, the speaker argued, Imel would n d  to d d  with the tension khween 

the past and the future. It is inhermt in Zionism's idcology. Furthrr, he otpLwied 

t h e  is no histocid anai= d the h e v d  of a spoken hnguagc; no p d e n t  d lrhun 
of popk to an antient land-. 1 mention this not (ot the dp d ZPniat ptap.g.nda, 
but because [o]n the one hand, we want to mnmrlise and we have to 60 thmugh an 



But he believed "the numbers" ue evidenœ that the tension is not between Judaisrn and Israeü 

culture and ated these statistics to p v e  hïs point: 

23% of kaelis say they do not turn on their radios on Shrbbat. 75,7996 fast on Yom 
Kippur -. and =y y-, whm rsked if thy perccive themaelves to be pod Jewa 2096 
Say no. 9% b e k e  G d  gave the Bibb to the km in S.muia- [with rrspct to] 
rcligious Orthodoxy and setulu Onhodoxy (thy are repies~nted at J 2û% each. 
Ewyone else is in between [the two extremes], 

powm v i ~ ~ - v i s  the state) w e  -no longer arriitfulœ br either "mdeœ. 

First of di, he nigpted, this Agrecmcnt which h d  set the ternis of the dationship 

daunni!Utor." He cxplailted th& 
0 

Each side [hd]  k k v d  [that] the other w d d  diuppeu. Ben Gurion, [dwayr the 
politid] prrymrtht, [had kütvcd] en-6 into the A v e n t  wouldn't posc any 
Murc hum to the stite. (Hc rssumed that thc) Jcwd ûrthodox digious practia wcre 
'a ptiaiomaion of d c '  [and once] in I d  tk J m s  [would keomcj normahd [urd 
the] Orthodoxy wouid dinppeu [or, at the vay b.st kaiaw eva mrc) 
mugimiid,. [It was rlso] p&ps for naddgic mmms [that] he yrerd to deaste 
the Orthodox [hom any] military service [to the SU&]. 

On the o h  hand, for the othet signatorics, th+ Orthodox Jws, 'a acculu Jew is rn 

oxymon>n." In faet, as ouf speak explaïned, Riv Kook, k d ' s  first Chief Rabbi, WU "onc of 

the most tokrant of O r h d o x  Jews" far he, unlike mat  Orthodox Jaus, had believed the retum 

to bc one 'from Eoreign lands to the Hdy Land," anâ had cdebrated the oubstitution of "the 

finign tangue fbr the Holy toiyue." But Kook had llso kiieved h t  the Jews had esapd  " h m  

wsimilrtion to JcIYiShne55'' and that eventdy serulu Jews would àhppear. To K a ~ k  and his 

Wowem, the rculuirm of the Jcws was mmply a "symptom d lik in dupon" 



Accordhg to the speaker. up until vy mentiy, each "side" had tolmted the o h  

and "the hegemony of muhul tecognition" prcvliled. He explrind howcwr, that the situation 

in lsml h d  chan@ to such a degree that the Status Quo Agrameiit no longer embodied the 

expedaoOM of ather p u p ,  ating the foliowing aumpks. Füst, when the m ü i t y  exemption 

wis granted to Orthodox Jews, there were "vay, very few of th-" No one expeeted that, in the 

future, th- wouid k a large and poütially important Jewïsh Orthodox seetor. The f N y o w  

Zionisb," on the 0th- hand, had "dowed for tuùqbs" to k driven "on Sabbat,'' believing 

that k u u d c  thae w d t  muiy pcopk who ownd am at the time of the m e n t  the dnAs 

would "alwaya mnaîn practicllly cmpty"! For these and a serie~ of other simil.r h d s  O€ 

unpcdiftrbk historid changes, each "side" now sees "what they have losr ratha tiun what 

"Oiy gUncda as a d t  of the Agreement. Accordhg to Uiis philobophy pmbsor, this hrms 

the background fot undcrstuidiq~~ conkmporuy tensions betwcai the coaimunitics. 

And firuHy. the professor said that he Mt that the Stltus Quo Apmnrnt wis "no 

longer efficient" b u s e  %melis feel more d d e n t .  ïhey no hmgn bdieve thy need to " d y  

together br fed' of th& own disappearnce. "Puodoxidy." they no Ionsec fd thy "neeâ to 

6ght" in ordu b iccomplish œUK h p k  thing$ they now wmt th& own 'idedqicrl needs'' to 

k "Md." In 0 t h  words, Isrrciis a n  now afbrd to .sk ht more beaux thy iuve pater 

8ecurity. 

Sqing he did not want to ieave us W n g  as though h l  was in a t d l e  date, he 

argud  that hr saw .U of these developments as evidma of "the accomplidimcnb of M" ud 

thrt more mcmtly they haâ resuited in a number of 'important d t d  dedoputents." FOI one 

thing, he @, there has been a œtremendous revival" in the study of d.gsid Jewish texts 

UnOn6 " e k  smik kadisa  who, though not interested in religion pcr se, believe that t h e  ter& 

=body 'our cuituraî manoy, and our histoy' and that the ü l t r ~ o x  ase "not capdie of 

-8 these* c u i t 4  mernories for secuhr Jews. 

Sccondly, he mrmised that the "codicts over the t rw of Retum" rnd "who is r J& 

couid k undastood in tams not of "who is r Jew" but ntha 'who ïs a rabbi". It wrs, a c d i n g  

to thb rpcllrn, amflict over Rabbinicd authonty. ït was the Rabbis who wese q u i n t  over 



who h.d the authority to dcdue who rnay or may not be rtcepted as r Jmr. If the Orthodox 

maintain their monopoly owr the oonvmwion of Jews and thus the confirmation of "who is" 

Jemsh, then the majority of Jkws who convert in North A m d g  wheie Rdorm and 

Conmative Rabbis form the mrjjonty, will be denieâ legitimacy. Thus it is not r matter of "who 

is Jew" but whidi Rabbi hm the authorïty to d e h e  80-e as r m. nie pdkam then 

gleefdy pointed out that the vay opponents of this b d e  for authotity are the vay people who 

"once oppuaed" the " Z i W  strte: Lubavitches Rabbis d Refwm Rabbis! in the pas& neither 

The piofessor mded his lecture on what he thought was an *optimistic notem. He 

pmudly noted thrt 

Thus, the speaker had set the dcbate betwcen b d  and Odhodox Jcws within i s d s  

the pragmatic acts neœmacy 0  te the sstte. The prdaror had presented L d  as a county 

workins through the dways unpredictabk p- of state-ôuilding, and undergollig vcq 

"normd" procems of maturation and devekpmart. 

were expliaüy problematised as w d  as œkbnted. It w.s .bo cl- that for this pdemm, the 

Jew's c u i t d  centre is in Israel, and that the problems that IsncIis were q q e d  in resolvîng ue 

c m a d  to theJcws* cultural, and not simply nationai or spiritu4 dCVCIopmcnt. This presentation 
. . diminishd any sense of the havoc tlut the OnhodoxScculu brtties have wreaked in Istwli 

SOCjety. atuy hitead more p i t i v e  deveioprnents, such as the continucd tnditionrl ptlctices of 

Jws in kael. And, as importantîy, the speaker didn't w h t  the ment Isrid4iaspoca 

d i l m  the mwho ir a Jew" monopoîy tiut the Oxthodox nWML continue ta hoid ïs 



datrrai~gEaJcwrindirspo~whouemae~tokUiilirftdwitbCoiwenati~.ad 

Refonn authorities. Most inkmsüng then is that the speaker piie8~nteâ no d e  for Jms in 

diaspora and taok no time to represent thai intaests. WMe he was alebrating Zionism's m d d  

of h l  (ic, to k fully mgaged in Jewish dhm and poütics, yni should iive in lad), he 

presented hie audience with a pt-Zionist -ion of Isrd.  The d e n t i d  crhes d a t e d  with 

the Jewd survivd have disrppeared to be r e p l a d  with the luxury of ch-g how to üve as 

Jews in a Jewish date. 

At r eoniamœ on the reiatiorwhip betwem I s d  and G ~ d i u i  Jewry hoeîeâ in l 

R e f m  Temple, a much more orninous tone wis ad with mqect to the continued conflicts 

between Ultrr(hthbd0x and bcculu isrrdis. On this OcCrsion, an lsrnli proksew dimcbbgy 

~tht~overthcisaiesfaCCCIbymlsndtryingbcopcwithr .bbinidpowuth.1  

chrllenged &te kgbhtom. Religig~g authority was repmieated as a thmat to the demomtic 

development of bel. 

Seeking to examine what he d e d  the 'conniet ktwcnr the rule of hw, demomcy and 

Rabblliic nJingsm and the d a t d  issus d"i l lq iürm and d*okdienœ," the roadogd ulccd US 

to think about 'what happens when hplpchp becomes politicistd?" He q u c d  îhat whm "a p u p  

d Zionist rabbis" announce that "no Jew" should encounge or help "remove Jewish dWs" 

currently linng in the Ocnipied Tetntories, they w a e  asking îheir followem b ''dkdively 

d i q u d œ  what d d  soon "kcome Iaw." He ateâ W s  mmaehaticm as an arimpk of an 

"illegd ad" t h t  had been "inated" and supported by "rdigious nationdists" and "dgious 

authorities." He m d e d  that when he had w d  a Canadian audiaice that "the cynid 

exploitation of religion' w u  very d a n p u s ,  he had n e d y  been attadod by some d his 

audience membem, This had occurred only two w& pior to Rabin's aaw&ationt With thir 

comment, the sociologist had impiied that North Amaicm Jms had ken ruive about the 

rehtionships of the tdigious leaders to Israeli politics. In addition, he said that many "isnnlis 

were dismryedœ that many "in the diasporaœ had supported the "politi~tion of the iislsrk.u 



Whüe the sociology profisaor adoiowledged that muy d current halachic debates p* 

date the foundaüon of ïscd, he added that mme of the issues are new. In puticulu he mid Out 

'the rok of Gentiles on the Land of bel"  had onty become an issue "after the 1%7 War-" He 

bhmed the cunent situation in brd, or what he uUed "a gap ktween the rabbinid d n g s  and 

the ptiticd parties," on the 1%1 Statw Quo Apemait sied by kael's ômt Rime Minister, 

Ben Gwion and the "Uittr43rthodox dgious leride& of the the. He q p e d  that the teligious 

puties h d  'demandeâ' r 1ieavy pfiœ" and that t h q  have since that the, not ody to 

d d i t e  their powu but have Jro m dhct hdd the "'balance d powd men wbüe 

e~mtïtuting no m ~ ~ r  th.n 15% of the population, He Wd U t  in a *ptDpcrtY hindionhg 

dcmoc~aq* it would k 'inamceWabk" that uiy "doilcctive" irprcscntiiy such a "minority" 

should k d o w d  to "disrupt the I i v d  of the gaieml "public." 

O n ~ ~ M w ~ p i n # n t t d ~ a ~ t c i n w h i d i ~ I . t a ~ a n d t h t m ~ t y d  

ib population have to rtniggk with and wmeümes ~~t ib rabbinid kadcra In fa& for this 

young pmbaor, the kdi politicai system has what he a l leà  a "Ir& of qamtion" betwcen 

date and di- and thrt Uiis situation "distortda isrrel's politid sûucture. "Rabin's 

ammseination" w u  oaly one "sympfdm" d a  much d a p r  poMem in I s r d  and thu prohm 

w u  a "vay d m g d  om. For this s o c i o ~  democmcy and the powa helâ ôy rdyous 

ruthotities annot be nconciled- 

The role of rdigious leaders and thaV nlrttiunship to the kaeh date w.s pobkmatised 

hem, a position not put fomrud by the othn speakem rcClirnd to above. W e  the Jewiaincu of 

the state was not the imrw, the s p a k d s  objection to rabbinid npmentrtion in rudi a a1.k 

was. While othn presenters dlimed that Isnel was r state movirig to become more 

repmentative of its Jewish atiams and that Zionism had mana@ to def ine  the datioriship 

of Judaism and Jcwidinam to date pditics, aiis presenter chîmed that lnad wis undemouatic 

by vuhre of the v a y  rdationships that h.d devdoped betwcen Isneli legislatom and Jud.Um'8 

repcesentativs. In fa& I s d  was presented as undcmaratic by vühce of the fKt that its 

r+ligious minority has mamgcd b maintain a good d d  of potitid power. And withwt mme 



rolution to this powcr i m b b c e ,  the sociologist pndided m more violence was on the 

horizcm (see rlsa Champion 1997; Lustick 1968). 

The questions aimmunity membas vked th* speaker locuMsd on the ability of any 

d e  of h w  to prevent such h-us actr as the atmamination of a Rime Minister. Foc oumpk. he 

was uked: "How can any cwit prevent a pn<ia hoai commitüng these a& individudly or 

from acting on matters O€ conscience?" and "If violent acts had ken predicted, why were thy 

not pmented?" In his r e s p o e  to these questions, the speaker conceded that no court d d  k 

acpected to pmmnt people h m  acting inâividdy but, he said, the p o b h  in Ind is h t  

individuab who coaimitted ther acb were doing ao u "manbers d 8 a v e , "  and in 

"- (0 ib 'ladakm He qhhd th.8 hoai 8 œ8Mdy h@ -veu (hac lerdm 

could have been "diargeâ for breakin6 the Iiw", Lc. EDr "inattmatt" to auae violence, but 

Imeli politid lemdar had "nmrillicd inactive" in orda to -id "furthes poluùrtiona between 

the scnilu and rdigims pups  in "Istaeii sockty." Hc fdt that "prior to Rabin's mmminrtion", 

israclis h d  k n  molüncd by the "myth Ulit no Jew wouid ldl mouin Jew." But he wmed, 

there muid k "mort bloodsheâ betwcen Jeus" if future ~ c n b  "orda scttlers mnoved" 

h m  the Occupied Taritories. He srid that hc mnuncd "seeptiul" that rny "kumns had betn 

leunedu h m  the nccnt pra or that any actions would k talcen to "prevatt vidence in the 

future." In hW tone, the speaker seemed to suggest that the questions p o d  by the audience 

were quite naive &out the condraints under which hadi  politid diances h d  kai 

constnicted and continue to k maintained. 

While the rdc of religion and demodlaq in h r d  wm to commrind the attention of 

many audiaices in the community, th- were dso mmy lechues and discussions about the 

future of Imel. Many of the lectures and presentations dedt wïth the pmspect for peace in the 

region subacquent to the 1993 ûecluation of Prindpks that were signed by ï s d  and the 

PdestZNms. And another aspect of israeii ü k  and the ïsraeli date w u  repnsaiteâ. 



in 19% an ka& gqpphy prokseoc but one of kael's desert univedies ume to 

the ma metropolitan area where 1 wotkd to q m k  on "Israel After Rabin". He had presented 

Icmins to two other synagogues: one bnsewative* one Orthodox. On the night 1 attmdd. he 

sp&e at a Rcform Temple. The room was Mled with many pople who lud attended the 

previous ktures. I a p o k  to two eldedy m m  who said they h d  kai i m p d  by îhe e& 

lectures but thrt they di hrd a feu more questions b put to the speaker. Appmximately 50 of 

he was not rwlriiy to 

I thought at the time that this was a very dclmdive dakmcnt to begin the nîght, but it w r  not 

untilthequationandanswersessionat t h e e n d o f h i s ~ t h a t  I r e a i i d  thermmnhrfclthc 

needed to open the cvenllig in this wiy. 

The pgmpher explaineci that while Prime Minïsta Rabin hrd been .sslssinated by 

Yigd Amite for "idïdedo@ul reasonsœ in orda to "prevent the amanuition" of the ppmoca. 

the 886srJlurition had* in hct, "pmmpted the o p p i t e  iadion" to orna. The n a t  rrontly 

signed y t s ,  the Oslo iI Accords, had in fact been implemented virtudiy aco~rding to the 

deadline as ad out by its signatones. And he remulced Uut it was "stnngea that OsIo 1 which 

was "1- f u  ma-" had not been implemented in time "while Oslo F with "more at dake" 

and "mm luid to nt- was ùnplementd" on time. Mo* next b e x p h  what 

'ünpiemqitation means- he explùnd that it was "the trader d puer to the P.kdin*a. in 

Gaza uid the West Bankœ and the holding of Prlestuùan dectioris. He said "the transition of 



people [the Pdcstinirns] who don't puücululy lîke us: 

In addition, the -@et ~ommented that while "many ue eager to look at the 

negative siàe of the peaœ pcocemj* weryone d e  to look at what has ben  aduevd ... and to 

-nise that aich prrty weighs the cost-bmefits diffaently, depending on their pditical 

leullngs." As an cxunple, he said that despite thar histocks of aontlict, Jordan's King Hussein 

and Egypt's President H d  M u b d  had attnided the funetal of Min d h.d even offered 

condo1ences. Who would have believed that these people would arrive to say dogies, cven in 

a4cold'puac?- Stillitisrlsoironichtit-the-iiutianof mbndiPrirne Ahbkrby 

a Jew to prompt this? 

N ~ t k ~ p I r C C d r n ~ ~ A ~ t n u p o r i r n o v n h c r r d p q e e t a u r d  

commentcd that whik "thm is no Iogic to th+ map at h t  glanc-. It look iike sphtters of 

~ y c i i o w ~ . a d w t y b m w n ' U w r r w . s a n ü o d d a i g i b i t  HeapLincdthatOsbiihad 

estabbhcû that the Occupkd Territories would k divided into "thme oawr d redepiaymcnt." 

The Agreement had xumed these zones " h a  A, Arer B, and kea  C." 

Area A are ue.s when the "majority of Palestinians live." These hciude "d the Pdedinim 

towns cxœpt Hebm". Towns in A m  A have kcn "tnnskrnd to the PakatùiUn Authoriîy." 

"!XI% of Pdestinian cesidents who do not live ui Arrr A, live in Ana B." This uer aovws the 

"nual qione." On the whole, Israeî has withdnwn h m  these areas but d l  h a  "some 

administrative rontml in -me pwts of the land." 

Area C i m u i n s  "under Istreli control." It is "compîetely conbdkd by the kadis" and 

indudes '"dl h e l i  scttlements" and areas where "bypass roads am king co~tnickd" or whac 

they will eventudy be "built to cross" thmugh Areas A and B. ïhe r d s  that have ken built 

are "'=me of the best mads ever constructd in Iast 50 pars," for example, the Terieho bypus 

mads." 

With the map us. the pro- commented that "îhe ~ lup  i t d  is paet-mod- it 

is lbwt exdaves and enclaves (and] disconnected temtoneEm nther than h t  œtüng out 

territorirl bounduio betwccn dites. I t  bars Little relation fo most maps whae the boundarhs 



ue set to d u d e  aome and indude others.' C i e  too it "ir net the m p  ...." 
The geogmpher pcedided that the finai negotutions wouid concetn tk fixing of the 

bounduies of a "Pdedbh state" that w d d  mean thrt there "WU likely be two peoples living 

within those bounduios.' Nohg  as well that îhe Oslo II Agreement had corne about because 

lstaeiis did not want to d d  with the oewish] aettlanenb in the West Buils right away," the 

gqppher  6ud that he expded that 'in my case" the day w d d  corne when thezie stnlers 

wodd %ve to be moved" and that it wouid be a 'humatic eventw In o t h a  words, the Isndis 

had postpcmcd the inevitabie and d i f 6 d t  p b k  d its own aüzcns out of the 

occupied temitories it htd povided incentives for thcm to move into. He ad: "It is an bmli 

probkm...anditwillcomc? 

Ncmnton toap lun tha t  undaOsloILIsraei iudinsistdthat"notenihy"inAtas 

0 or C wodd k lirinded ova" to the Mcstuiiu\ authority and Out the nup hrd been designed 

in this way in d e r  to '''ptokcc" ucm wh«e the asdiers lived." And, rlüiough the 'new 

bounduy will be redrrwn to indude W% or 7096 of the the Isndi govenunent will 

protecting the adtks .  It U f a  this cemon, the speaker condudd, that most ï m e b  ue 

c o n c a n d  that theh govmunent continue to mrinhh its mqmnsibility for thcme citizens. 

And Iastlyf the pgrapher deûareâ that the then u m  isrreli el&ions -CM 

the "antiGb focces of Benjamin Netanyahu" and the mOsIo suppo~ers" behind Shimon Pnrs, 

would k &a mkendum on the peace agrieemcnts" and m@t k the 'aioa important [ekctions] - 
in Israei's hirtory.' He cnded his kcture with this medote: 

A year ago, 1 was in [this aty] dealhg with some difficuît questiom po#d to me by 
aome eouununity manbecs. (One of the questîom came fiam] rn individuai who s ü d  
h e w . r n o t i n m p p o r t o f b h e p s i a ~ t .  He~d 'E~anewui t tspuacbutwe  
ueademouaqf whiietheyontheothersideuicdict.totdups! Whatwiüh.ppmifwe 
mrJrt an rgnmcnt  with one& thcm md m m  rruirisites THEIR Wd! 



Thus thc geographa ended with an ironie reficction ori the chaiIenge of pcetenting kae l  to 

couunwity diil caught in r p d o  vision of W. Despite the hd that the geqpphcr aent up 

this~gn&~hehidatthe~gdhi.kcture,hcwudullciyedonne~.UdthepQnb 

he had made. Note (ht this occumd despite Ur fact Uut the geogapher had spoken of the bw 

for and the problems d the perce agreement from an I s r d  perspective, highhghting strategic 

and politid problems that might mise fot I s t d  He had said nothing about the Pdestiniîns 

who continucd to Iive unda occupation in orda ümt the '10 or îû%' of israel's population c d d  

amtinue to live in the sdeme!nts protected by rn umy; nor did hc tdk about the huûship that 

a redesïped "mrip" of the arc& had acated h r  P&stinim who are now forctd to 6nd dtcrnrtivc 

routes in and out of what uaed to k contiyais work a d  liWy spaees. 

S U ,  as 1 thought Lta about the p.aiaute nrponrr b the geograpWs prrrnhtion, 

1 rersiscd that he had done one wry d i c d  thhg that night: he had used 8 rmp vay unüke the 

ones made avdab1e to us on the ocguiird tours, a in any pmnoücmai iiteraturc about lrnd a 

those used at any of the other pnsenhtions 1 h d  attended in the eommunitîes. Neariy ail of the 

offiad mips of bnd u d  on the orguiiscd (wis thraugh lard and in much of the p r o m o t i d  

Literature at such events as the "hael at F i  pavilion h d  nptesented a kd that induded an 

"annated" Oceupied Territories or West Bank and Gaza %p. i b t  is, t h e  were no cleu 

bounduies designahg these amas as 'ocmapied territo~ies.~ (in fact, on the l s d  Deve40pmait 

Fund t w ,  the tour guide hrd used a bladr m u k a  b dnw in some of these "boundaries" on the 

map that he hung i t  the front of the bus.) 

1 m a i i d  Iater that the g q p p h e r  may have prmided his audience with one of th& 

6nl oppomuiitia to see the poüticised boundarks of IsraeL. to see a nup in which areas were 

being desïgnated as out of bounds to one group or another (Ela& 1997). Mo& importmtly to this 

audime, the gegt;ipher had presented a map of "Id" (ht aduded Jews hom parts d 'its" 

tmittories. For many this simple map may have highüghted the vey fragmcntug nature of a 

land that they h d  up until that moment perhaps considmd, and perhips wodd forever 

consida, "whoIeœ. And t h  reaüsation may have a b  f b d  audience mcmbem to cansida the 

müit*r that the y t  wouid .Uow two &es to shnc  the M ta mate e x t ~ t .  1 



wonda. then, if the p . s ~ a u ~  seactions to the -phes wac promptd by the unusuai 

'viswl eue" and graphie sepriesentation utiljsed* more than by his narratives of fragmentation 

%tever their interpmtatiuns, r number of the audience nwmbers w e i ~  k l y  not 

p l a d  with the p q e c t  the p p h e r  h d  m t e d  and reacted immediately after he 

eompleted hîs Mc with questions in a m i o n  that grew heateâ very quickly. Every question the 

6-her answered geemed to cause -me d e r  audience mcnrber mure dis-. Below 1 

present mene d these a c b g c 8 . I  have editd theee portions, keeping aily what 1 Mt w m  the 

rmmt important questions and stakmmts; h a s t  dl d than ue m t e d  in the ocdu t h q  w e  

Question: M a t  speaks a diffemtt *iyiy [depndhg on his audience, and the] 
Pdedhbrm 1.Lc whit they wanl Why don't we nav n y  'No more!' [And] what about 
thecoveMnPz 

Answec in p a c t i d  tenns, 1 with Arafat thit the Cavenant é irrclevant since 
Pikainllnsueasujub1etopwh Isrdhintothem todriyasthy w ~ 1 0 , a ) y e u s  
%O- 

Answec 1 do not shue your pcssimism [and] t do not hy to be an arprt on the Ar& 
M= 1 have a diffidt enough timt tiying to figure out what I m d b  and Jews wuit. 
~ustto]reiterate:lawlisnotp uedbdircurtheG~rsmLiM.~thebounduy[if 
d y ]  k a u s e  d the setthwnts?nd it is] important O note [as wdi  üut] Ur few 
e x î n  miks [that would te] inncxed are hies of dwated areas. [Note too h t  tk] 
uummooiiot o f t h c W c s t & n k i s h d ~ n ~ t i ~ N C X i d ~ d ~ .  ... 
[And My, a aide riid w h t  it wanted, ach  d d  u y  it wanted the wbdc 
without the otha! [I beiievc that) i nation makes pœ. [Tht] Pdestinians are 
no üueat and they won't be, even rs a date. 

in both of these questions, Jews in diaspora expressed f e u  that a ''sznder" I s d  would be an 

insecwe tsrwl and that the Pakstinians would continue to k untniaworthy and threatening to 

IsraeL Ci* the pngmatism of ïmâ"s position, the gcographer attempted to &y these kw. 



But he was genady unsuccesafui and the next feu questions repeatd the thme d hael's 

Question: Amesian d experts [siy that btrd rhauld] hold cm to the tedories. 
[ E x p h  why WC shouiàn't. 9 

Question?' if Ank have writta, a red iine in the und. why darn't h e i  put say 
'nou? fIhyDre] ge4ting evcr)nhing they wmt. 

Answ= Thece ue difkront negotiatians bcing dcscribcd hem than the ones 1 know 
and have bun pnvy to. Isnd h.s said 'No' muiy, muiy tirna. You jusî don't have a 
~t icpcrspcct ive  on th-bmes. 

%me audience manbers, not convinccd by the geographds eulier uiswenr, continucd to mist 

thrt the Oslo Amrds would make I d  Uwscuff and now dtd US. Gmads aa -ea who 

were similady ooncaned. The iectucer seemed at this point b get fbbated with his audinice 

mernbers' derences ta authorities in a way that dismisseâ the b d  position and integrity on 

these matters. Note his rhetorial questions in puticufu. 

Question: [Do the) israelis take into account [the fact that thc) Pdestllii.ns of Jordan 
rruy topplc King Hussein [and] trkt over the military? b ]  P.kauu.ns [do] brm [a] 
m8jority there* 

Answe. nier0 is more lilrelihood of that happening a F i d  Agmmen1, and mt 
Mon. [You're right] Jordan is demopphicdly r P a k d b h  date but tht) 



Questiono: lsnd seeks pwe and security, while the Pdcstiniw want land and a 
state. what are THEY giving up? 

Answec Each mde feeb atnordindy Uwtmed by the 0th- and yet each side 
continues to k a q m i d  by the other. me] P d ~ ~  [are often] surprised [to h e u  
that t h y  are a] threat to Iml [ad]  they say things ükc we havedt got the upability to 
drive you out or mn to get rid of y m  fiom îhe Weot &nlr. -. Remember, the 
Paleainians under -10 get 23% of whit they would have had in 1948. mo them it 4 a 
lot b give up. ir] mnethhg we might find huâ b understand. 

Here the g-ph peicnted the Pikstinia's Ydkhf mt only unda Anb rule but .bo 

when living in the h a d i  Ocmapied West Bank, that Pdestiniriis do not iden* with 

the Jordmian state and dcbunkhg the myth that they have .nothCr Aiab p h  to go b. He .*O 

pmamted an dtemative interpmhtion d what tk Pdestinirm w d d  "gain" u a mul t  d the 

which to understand the Pdestinian -se of 106s. The geopphet rcfaiod in this instance m t  to 

Isnd and the 1%7 borders but rather to the terms set in 1% when P a k t i r ~  W ~ S  putitioncd 

into an Arrb and Jbvbh -te. While not suggesting that the k m s  of tk Putition W- 

now legitùnate, he w u  mder ir ig  the Palesthian larr in t h e  t a m r  T b  is more d i c d  

than any terms suggested by the Oslo Accords. 

Qu-on: If t h e  had been two niillion Jews in the territorks, would things be 
diffrrrrnt? 

Answct: Ycs, the govemrnent would have to be responsiiie for whoevcr U th- 
[ b u s e  it] prwided dl the incentives Ito have t iœm move thcic.] With di due rrrprt 
howevcr, the two million are in the diaspora and NOT in I s r d  and if you thinlr it is 
THAT important then it seems your answer Iies in üut veq frct, 

This bit question seemeâ to have agitated the lecturer mote than any other. His anmer WU in 

muiy ways illustntive d the frustration he secm4 to fcel- Hem he wls, a man whu h d  d e  

diph, ha* to point out to Jews in diaspora who were not cod&abk with bndi withdnwd 



h m  the Occupied Temitories that t b y  couid get what they wmkd if thy  wouid make thek 

own commitm~?nrs to üve in bnd. The geopphee h d  not ody had to delend a peaœ 

agreement d p a œ  proceas that he obviously fclt stmngly in favour o t  he had llao km forced 

to do so for people who seemed to mggest that the Iscaelis did not luwrw anything about secufity 

matters and wouid put th& own futures at risk The geographer ended the question paiod with 

this very emotiond pl= [precis] 

1 want to end [ùy saying h t ]  it bustrates me to ûnd that in the diaspora thexe are more 
people qainst the p a œ  agreement îhan even mcmg the I s d  right wing. We may be 
pubi~butwearersymmetridputncrs* I t i s l e 6 i ~ t e t o o p p o r e t h e ~ œ  
8-t but it m illegitiaute b just dy the LmYI ud th& g~vrtnment, I do not 
rmrntouythataJyimdisIhaildrp.lroutbutthedSadil[amr @îucbdthe] 
dUoaor h [thb atyj h. gone w.y kpnd [the bounda of nuDn a d  m a y ]  kadb 
u e ~ b y t h e r k t o r i c i n t h e  . W i s t h e p h c e w h e r e ~ ~ ~ ~ S O f k o f  
the M h  population [wiü mntuûly we have to build the future u a m d  a 
awcty that h.s m o d  and ethicrl valuea. W e  have facd the eriskntid ai#a. But] 
think about what is m d  important f a  us to u i w t  in now? ., eduation, not M. 
[ km temitory to amtrd] miy mcrn we have mon time to devote to the jewish people 
ud th& devdopmmt, [which is] more important 

This presentation and the question and answer session that followed it, pnsented isncl 

as a date isidy ta move b o n d  its "existeirtid aises" and to the pralpnrtic conœms of ~ a y d a y  

life for hdis .  It is an Israel that is sccure; demoaatic (the elecüoiis would dctide if the Peam 

Agreements would continue) and ready to confront a new p e a d  hiture fot its popdation; a 

people ready Oto devdop" in the wrys of culture (Cohen 1995; Silbtein 1999). And, 1 ïa an 

Imel that is independent and stmng, not solely celying on its &CS but dcciding itn own fate, 

hiither debate. S o n  ifter, he w u  whisked away by his sponsors A number of audience 

members had deuly ûeen upset by what the speaker had to say and tontînued to debate the 

issues mong themselves as they wdked out of the lecture hail and inb the Temple's parking lot. 

The condexension and didain of Jews in diaspora toward Indi. and vice vau aim 

w a mupise when I first observed it, But this madion and counter-maction tumed out not to k 

unique. 



On mother occasion Ïn 1997 r memk of Knesset and the daughter of one of Israel's 

Zionism. ïhe  Wlr took place in the ly kmue theatre of a Refonn Temple. AAa h a  talk rhe 

was eonhonted with a sudl but voai p u p  of people who opposed her position on the Peace 

taks and she was forced to vigotously ddend ha position. What she had to say in her 

pmm~tation wrs as r a d i d  as whrt she said to k cfullengers in the question and m w e r  

intcrcstiiy but linlsed qucbücm and rnswa aeuuh which k a m e  quitt loud rnd bohtemus. 

ïhe s p e h  b q p  by rcknowledging the role of the tvenin6'r sponsors as wdl as that 

of the Temple and saÏd, 

W e  jews are di b@hec W e  do dure r couunitment md there is an ongoing 
coMCCfiOn.mongus,~ddthoughtheb 'esof ' ndmn6e wemrvive.... The 
qucaiai isnobiyawinthmkink~htm=tbdddInvlwll l thack 
u i d w h a t ) r i n d d M ~ c m k b c w i t h h J c w i a i ~ .  Iwouldlilrcto~ 
us up to d i tc ,  F i i  1 will begin with drtcs, Evm though thy .ic ut i f id ,  at thc aid 
of the rniilknnium we have h d  la0 y a n  d Zioairm, 50 ycur sinœ bml [wu ematedL 
bar yeus ~ c e  OsIo [was mgnedl- [and] two ycrirs since the of W. 
f i t  w e u t h t  todry~ .bout thc~t iondrPr imcMinidcrwhotnsdb  
bcing peaœ. But thir rnuai;ri did not just mma~iiute the peace pro ce^, he dao lrintd 
h e î i  danoarqr.... This m Ï n  h d  nothing to do with being Je or with king 
demoeratk but kt's not say he was ao awgid.  W e  need îo qriinst him and 
popk lilrr him. Did you know that out Supmne Court j udp  d to k prutccfcd by 
bodyguds b u s e  of thraits drom the Octhodox? Thac are aiu îots of people who do 
not wint the peaœ we am taikïng about. Thae are othem k Y' ai A&.. Yigd Amie 
supporten. & I t w H h o u t p ~ c . n d w i t h a i t d ~ m ~ ~ ~ r n y [ i n t n d ~ t h a c i r ~ ~ t o  
support or k paid of. And what kind d p.ce [do we w a t p  Muwia] Bibi 
[N&ny.hu] won the ekcüon ... But he stoppd the peacc and the Lna ÏS iamd. 
Thccadaftaiorhn~tobcrprconditiaitop.~cbutwPbc(bcm.uWdp.a. 
Arrht c m  only be strong with thc support d the US. and us. He a n  do more the 
shonger he is. ... 1 hope my government is not stupid cnough to put the a t d  of ~ S X C W  as 
a pncondition. It's not a aro sunt game. Bibi thinks when Arafat ioaes,, Isrwl is 
winning. But when we win, thy win. If both sides are winnhg thar is r motiv~tion to 
continue the dialogue Othnwisq whit motivation is that for the Pakt Ïnhs?  What 
kînd of peace is thac for the Pdestûûms? It is süli m occupation. ...= of kadis 
support r PdIcstuiirn state next to the &te d Isnel How a n  we thllilr of depriving 
thmnofthis? Arewediflrnnt? Arewesuprior? Thyhnretokiyitfromus? Thy 
have r mhuJ cight îike dl poplas they have a rÏght to a M. The on ood thhg 
îhat's happened to BibÏ? He's 6ndy dcrling with the end of r furtaq! TLwinnol  
be a Gceater t m l .  ni- is no Likud iddogy  mymore. Most of the sdanento are 
goingtokîeftùehind, W e U f o c p # i m t o f t h t ~ , u r d w e w i l l @ ~ t h c  
Pûestini~av*blcpkceoflad whichwülremoveanymotivation6aaolfüd Thac 



is mthing but despair and despente Icdoys  whenever mother settlement and moUm 
Hu Qoma L buiît, in addition to the h u q e ~  and the bcuces [thy sutfa]-- b that 
motivation. ..? W e  don't wrnt to live in som«me e W s  home ". The Bible îs out 
liknture, au hisbry, our w p h y  but it is not a politid science diktat!. .. Thar 
ancc8tots are then too. ...Y ou don't go to the UN to present bïblial reasons. Israel is 
strong not only in tams of w u  [and tk milituy] but in terms of compromise. This is 
for us. We cui't stand the i m m d t y  of the oecu ation. It doesn't adhere to u iy  Jewish 
motdity. This is the denid [to] Ourrhumuu [dpthcir righ ts.... Instead of Wng 
about the nad w u  whether in Lebanon or Syru a againat the Paiestiniuis, Inqis, 
whocvtr; we need to tdk about the next perce. This shouid be presented as mmething 
of vdue to the world because we know what it is ta k opptessed and we œrtainiy do 
not want b infîict pain on othiers. ... niis dratgth is given to us in order to m* p e e  
not to maice a plaœ of conaiet and sadasr It b m our own hands [and] we rnust do 
what îs right, what is of value, of stcength. We have to give up territory to 6et UN 
coveteâpeace. W h m ~ ~ d o n e w i t h a i u l l ~ w e w i l l d o i t w i t h ~ ~ t h .  

Jcwish foe. Shc that it wrs the of peaee and not milituy rtreqth that should 

hoid the @de of phce (see Levy 1997). She hhtd that the Pdcstirwns wac humui and 

to commit aimes rnd that they therefore cequimi Isndi-Jewish suppott- Giving the Paiestini.ns 

a dite would not threaten Istael but would "remove the motivationœ for hirthcr conflict. Strting 

that IsncLis don? want to live in "somcane else's home9 or that "theh Ipdestinùn'r] rncestors are 

t h e  too" w a c  some of the m a t  radical public statenients 1 made by anyone during the 

fiddwork. Note too that rlthough the speaker W known for hn perce rnd rctivkn, h e  is not r 

rnember of any radiai puty in I d .  In fact, she is a manber of the establishment trbour Party. 

At the end of her lecture, audience m c m h  lineû up b e h d  microphones in otda to 

ask thtir questions. The mom held approximately 300 people and i t  first thm weze b u t  n) 

people who were lined up for questions. The first question a& the tone foc the questions that 

foiiowed and wery mwer prompted more people to line up in O& to ask the speaker uiather 

question. 1 have ikippd the usud preambles and present only the question asked; .gain this is 

not b d  on a verbath transcript but on notes tiken i t  the event. 

Question: Why do you dl this an 'occupation'? It is our land. 

Answe What w d d  k ywr propal? What would you do with Hcbcon or CIpZ 
Aricyouformncltrtion? ThdcGodeventhe~twhgPiimeMiiustirh.sgivmup 



on W idea. It is not ours! How muiy times crn it k sud: it is not an empty land, 
These are -le th-. They irc r diffknt people. 'Rwy have r différent culture, a 
ditknntluyusc.inl948,aiotd equeutionedtherightofpmpbtosdf- 
detamination. Jewid\ness is not o r & t  a di@m but a b  a n a t i d t y  and 
Zioniem was to give us a homeland. ... How un we now question another people's 
right to r home? 1 don't sce such a bttg line of people hont [this city] to corne. And 
why should you b v e ?  Tm not saying that you h u l d  lerve, You are ail big heroes 
N t ]  we just want to live! ., About the PIkstllii.n covamnk There is r headaehe about 
it but evcn Bibi has given up on it. 1 are what WE do, not what M t  does. Everyone 
is an expert these drys... But we h say terrible things ùicluding "slaughtcr the Anbs." 
This prce b what we want fa W v e s ,  not for others! 

Question: Y o u u c r v o i a o t s u i i t ~ u i d i t ~ m y p k r s u i e t o h e u y o u ~ t o d a y u i d I  
qree with p u  that p c e  is more important than d estate. But the issue is not p c e  
aiand. ~ ~ h i v e b o f l u i d h t t h y d m ' t w . n t t o w I ~ ~ ~ p I o b 1 c m .  

gcmdthcrcior30yem* 
Z i t  juat don't want ua t h .  Thy've been waiting thae in the Weat Buik and have 

Annva: ThePJCitini.MuenotIraqisaSuâk Theyutamtiori. Thydonothave 
otherhd.  H a v e t h q c o c r k n i i n t e g m î e d t o J o d r n [ a ] ~ ?  It'rnotinaur 
hands to give ttKm iand hae or therP. W e  have to take are  of them beause the 
situation as it is, is bad for M. Tin n d  of ywr statancnt b pltronisinge 
T h i s ~ h a s m p i a œ i n t h e J ~ h w a l d .  c [is11\1attitudethatmanyisrdis 
and Jewr have thit we ue dealing with r primitive, uneduutcd p p k ,  and Uut t h q  
are benefiw fnim the occupation. T h e  am more univmity grduites in the W& 
Bmkth.nperupitrinIsml. Ifeeiùadth.tIevenhvctowythb... Mymspnseis 
t h r i t t h y u t u i a d v u ~ d ~ , . n C d u a t e d ~ , ~  Iwüibepmudtoktheir 
*hbauruiddurca~withthcminpcrœ* 

Quedion: 1 hopc you uc nght about tk Palesthhm RLncmba the fou t  girls that 
w m  lrilled by Palesthha ktrame the Amniun negothtors were on thcit way? And 
whataboutHamas? T h y h r v e t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e ~ t m q o n t t y o f P a k s ü n h ~  
and i f t h e P & e t i n i a n s g e t a s t . t e , a n d ~ ~  howdowepro tec toumd~ 
f r o m t h ~ w h o u e ~ ?  

Answct: What is your answu to this? How uc WC going to proteet d v e s ?  
say you'n cight. Arc wegoing to shod  thmn ûl? Let THEM piovt to us that they c m  
providedty.  .... ItirnotbuaIhmmntppatkHM.$itLamiiioaity[thit 
supports them]. And manber there is r b i t  ta powa. Not Fmnœ not evm Amaica 
anoonhol f .111t ic~mOtivat iona  Thcirisnoiudithiryul~pcvmtiorr. 
W e  wete evaywhere a for 30 yeus, [wt were -1 in d u  to amtrol. We 
produœd an in-, T h e  is a limit to this way. 'I'hia limit is whae the cights of thC 
oüm begins. No one a n  6ght a guerrüîa or r bcrdom fighter, ïhc Pllleainiui cause 
can cither motivate for peacc or it a n  motivate others to violence. We must have a 
dial-, and confidence-building. , If we w h  Anfat, how can we motivate them 
to fight Ea peice yainst Hamas when we have b d d o n n ?  .... 
Quedion: The 11110unt of peam is related to the d q p e  of out d t y  but if Anfit 
can't t e  us peae, why should we gîve him land? 

Answec R a h  didn't take m y  risks on security when it clme to the Plkstinims. Thq 
don't have land, not is th«e any symmetry at dl. 'Rb symmetry idea is ndiculous. 
They are dl under our control in e e e  cunps... 



At this point aome aavd  m e m b  &artai b diout out at ha. One pefsun ydlcd out: Who put 

You canmt tefa b PdedbÜans in the same t m s  8s you d e r  b the Isrbais. mere is a 
degsa of exaggeration mong us ... out t a d e n y  is to perpctuate ... to s e  out8elva as 
vidhns. [brmc~ Piime Minik, hhachexn] kgin did this a lot. He w u  part of a p u p  
that fclt that there is a n d  fot b e l  b u s e  of the mhesiveness of the hrtred of others. 
ï k e  is more to us ., l)im mti-Semitism. We are 5.5 million le in Israel. 2.5 million s8 k t  a k W  children wdk in Isnel. W e  go to school. This prrrnoiac way of 
annot wak in the atriccts [this] is not hl. ,, The only aolution is if we get out of this 
situation of occupation. No one thmate!ns the existence of Israel. 

speaker w u  dd: 1) what wiU h.ppa with J d e x n ?  2) why don't we hcu more hom 

enlightened Pakdinhm like q o k q e m m  Hanan bhrawi? 3) why are the Pilestinuns 

''demuidhg land and pad' hon us... "They want to kick us b UN W." Why didn't they u k  

Ilod.ni.nr, or Egyptims br a date?" Tky jwt don't want w thcrP, piiod. 4) Ndanyahu h m  

taken the position thrt he wmts M a t  b 6ght terrer. ïhis eeems nosoniible and it is put of 

Oslo- If you don't rcœpt i t  lemt that, then w h t  is peuce? Of what d u e  are thaee Pdestinian 

commitments to Oslo? 

And, the evening speaker's answer wrs: 

Abait J d e x n .  Thm is a coawnsce mong JI the k a d i  and ZDairt parties that the 
annacation of East Jerusllcm will continue dthough thar are diffefencg as to the 
&tus of the pcopk there. They are r total of n]O,000 people who üve t h e .  We un 
annex t k  land but not the people. Thac is a da-ce between mnaation and 
confbcation and giving than th& atizen's Wb. W e  ma& than b d  but we did 
not let them have building pennits, no schwb, and in a populrted spact, this is r 
temptatkm to eviL Tk negotiaücms wiii amtinue. No oountry in the world a- this 
mnexation of ppr East J d m  and the 2ûû,ûW who live thue.... The Pdestinian 
capital is JI put of the final agreement and it h negotirbk. 1 h o p  we will k aeative 
enough to find the Bolution to this, 

About 0th- Pdestinians speakers, I don? know who you get b met. There is Nabil 
Shi'ath. I've appeared with Hanan and t h e  is no q d m  that we q d c  with the 
rimc puion.  Fùarl Husscini too a Abu M . u n  and any d these kda wodd k 
6 d .  W e  corne togeth- but there are some teduiiaî differrnces, but the p d  with 
whidr we tdk .bout the pmspcct of a twoatrte soiution, and attitudes b Hamas, and 
attitudes to tmor are di the same. 1 would k ddighteà to bring the otha side with 
IMI 1 find 1 have to spedc on th& behdf but they c m  apc& for thcmsdves. It is not 
necæsuy that 1 do so. 

F a  thoae pople who have the feeling that ail they wmt is to get rid d us. Thac are 
romtwhow~ttog&~dofua,butwedon'tnstdthtP.ieStllii.nr~it Thcilcbthe 
en& A& wodd agaînst us. You thide the E ~ ~ M s  iove us? , That wrs mva a 



w u  with the Pdestinians. 

A pmm yelled out= "So what?" and she uisweiled: 

So wlut? So we an 60 back in time or we un 60 forward. ïhey know üut by w u  you 
wiU not get rid of the Jews. They trid and t h y  frikd. You think Sadit Idl in love with 
us? They couldn't beat us, that's all. 

There was loud rpplause in response to this comment. 

Aboutolio. Weuenot lrc lPlyOibaswei lutnyinn& IfIthoughtthitMat 
m d y  eonûolleâ t a m .  1 woddn't rry this. W e  have weakemd him and WC have to 
undeestand his pwa is lïmicd. If we puWh hûn it bwas his M t y  to contd 
uiythiii4atd~drenews(support]lotH~. T h e P ~ d o n o t i u p p o r t  
-but i f w e q i n . d v . n a t h r l t h y ' m n d ~ ~ o r I . n d t h r n t h y h r v e  
n ~ t o ~ t w x n a n y p ~ p k h i n n d h l l y t o b c c -  Evmthedovcluenotrhrpid 
people. It's our diildrcn. It's not only the rÏght win$r diildrrn. If 1 thoqht for o n  
minute that etronger d-ds h m  M t  would save diildrcn's livm ... but the 
distortion of it is UK pmblern and it is the oppaite d w h t  you ..p. Whm the Zbiiirt 
OquiMtiom of Amaica p ~ t s  pieturcs of childim i n j d  by trrrairt bomk, it ir pis 
porngrriphic and it is a rncons to incitement whm thy wr ik  "Arafat 
n i p p o ~  timniasm above the pictures. Thrt'r just what 1 d l  Believe at. Anfrt is 
unda pessute. And this kind of support we get hom USJewy! You lrnow dl tht 
gucstians ttut wcre asâeû hem t-ht were in the New Y& Ti- today. AN of then 
as&d today were &ut the covenmt. niose who are for the peace, kt Y O U ~  voie k 
hcud 

By the end d the t suc  ni6ht. she received good applause kit it was obvioiu h t  rhc h d  

quite a im in the ûUed4~apaâty hall After the pmmntation, 1 met a numkr d pewple that f 

h d  corne to know in the community and eacfi geemed both exated and amewhit rhockeâ by 

what he or sht had heud. Unfortunately, the evening h d  been a long one and we had d y  

littk time to chat af'tcrwuds. 

tom of nuny of the prwentatiow about the Peace Apanents made by I s d  to d-a 

audiences that 1 rttendd during the course of the field& It shouid be mted h o ~ e ~ e r ,  th.t 



Agreements. T h m  are lrndir who w d d  yia with and q u e  from the same positions which 

many of the speakers' diaspora chiUeiyR took at tlwe events. Howcva, most of the p p l e  1 

had m e  to know in the communities as weii as on tour aeemd interestecl in events very much 

üke these ones. 

It is dso important to note that the same questions uose owr and over aglin rt  each 

and e v y  peace piocas d M o n  1 attendeâ. E v m  Peaœ Now meebgs hdd in the comrnunity 

indudecl these kinds of questions and often pmaipteâ simiiar kînds of resp0n.a. The issues of 

seamity, ûust and thc future of L d  w a c  of mrpr ccmcernb to those who ittmded. And in each 

-on, the passion and vdieiiwnœ with which the bmdb were chden* and oon60nted 

surprùcdmc B.scdinputonthw.y(brtpopkhd~ta,ofL~on(hctain.rwd.r 

how they hrd described thcm in the intcrviws, 1 h d  # to greiter defcnnct and 

respect for hdis .  1 wrs a h  most interestcd to sn that it was ody at the Peue A w t  

discussions that the isrwlis chaiIatged the diaspora audience memkn. not only with resp& to 

their views on the p a œ  pmcess, but .bO with respect to UKit 7 0 ~ t i o n ~  m the di8spm eg., 

chdenghg than to rnake &y&. 1 would add that the prescntations about Oslo wcre very 

different from any 0th- pcesentatioas about I s d  k a u s e  thy h u m d  the Prle~tiriim, 

aplrined and n a m d  thcir positions moJt fürly and with some d e p e  of empathy. These were 

the only presentation in which Anbs appeared as people with histories, communities, and 

identities, and as people who had politid rather than p r i m o f i  motivations. The Peaœ 

Acmtds dearly rrised some of the most contmtious issues fh public dimassion un0116 

mainstream Jews in the communities. 

in sum, the events in the community oriented Jews in diaspora to Isrlel in r n u m b  of 

ways. ïhe his tond narratives placed the Jews' history and the si@- of that history w a 

nation in the land of Israel. Many of the themes Chat oriented the tours in I s d  w a e  repeateâ in 

tht mmmunity, induding the modernisation and development and democratîdion O€ the date 

of kael .  

Judakn's role in contemponry Isncli sonety was ated by socne as having an 

impatuit mie in the normaktion d the Jewïsh state, while Cor o h  the iel.tbmhip to the 



date was a troubling one. 

And 6naiiy, Istieli spedcem presented the m m t  politicai agreements signed by i s d  

and the Pdestinians as hopefui s i p  for a future of peaœ in the Middle East. Interestingly 

enough, some audience members exptessed r dtep seme of mianist of the Paiestiniuis and 

Arabs as w d  as feu that the ïcm& had put thanscives in a dangcrous situation. Theit concern 

was fa the becutity of the Jews and not tlk iand acept insofu as it might provicie that acnuity. 

One h e i i  uüst that 1 met in 1999 made it &as that her p d m c e  was to d diaspora 

Jcws aimply "Jews" whik thme in brd, rimpiy "trndis.m Shc uid: W e  uc different. We live 

our bves very diffffcntiy. WC dways have and we dwrys wiU. Why wouid you alî us Jews? 

WeucLfnlia TheyareJewa- inthenext~Iexaminethtextenttowhidisucha 

comment is nprcscntative d the perspectives of Iews in diaspora on theû dationships to ïmel- 

in t h u  own wotds, 



SECnONTHRFE= S-G THE GROUND(S) OFlDEKfil lES 

CHAPTER 10 
NARRA77NC RELATIONS iN DUSPORA 

in th* section, I begin to unravel the nature of the teception of nationaht namatives of 

Isnel and bel- narratives presented on taut and in aommunity. 1 dut with a rdlection d 

the success of Zionism m t e d  by a prominent R a b i  in 1947 at a amimunify cvait œkbntùig 

lCIlycusofZiOnidrn, ~~ve~trueof~uidoOiaiimiLrdiscussionsbn@unthit 

points to what I d the "negaüon of the negiticm of d*rpai." Th.1 b, ZioaPm u u m d  the 

estabiishment of a date for the Jews would "nepte the diaspora". Jews wwld no tonger iuve to 

liw "in di.sporaa b u s e  they wodd have th& own eutiondate and their iives would become 

normrlistd when they becme nation& within such a state. As such. Zionisb rsmimd thrt such 

a pnrccss of n d s r t i o n  would occur within the date of bml. What happened Uisfead, 

howe~er. was that not only have istaeli-Jews betome "nornulised" in thc Zionist mue. but thoee 

in diaspora have dao become "normllised" by virhie of the fact that thy too have r state to c d  

theu own, as well as citizenship and rights in 0th- dates. What was once a toiigïng for 

nomdey and h e l  has now become a Bdonging for Jews "ui di.sp0rrW. Them was a mae th.1 

they felt they belon@ both in 1s-1 and in a North M a n  sttting. Hodmd ir not home. 

This rhift is m t  one that the dassicd political Zionists, and those who foundd and devQIOped 

Israel such as David Ben-Gunon, rould have predicted. Only M I d  Wrm, the spiritual Zionist 

who died pria to the founding of the state, cornes close 0 mccphing that nidi a datioarhip 

ktwcen jews and Israel might eUst ifter the bunding of the *te (Abd Hl'rm [1897] 1976; D. 

Goldberg 1996; Wheatcmft 1%). 

b u s e  history loorns large in discussions by Jews in diaspora, f ve ocgullsed the next 

three chrptaa of this section to give vo ie  to history; b reflect, however biic8y. the d e  that 

hïstry hm pi@ in their "envisionings", " i m ~ a t i c m s "  and ''arperiaiœs~ of kd. What these 
1% 



popie h d  to u y  about h i r d  tenected w h t  they Mt about th& relatkmship to tnd and th& 

p l i a  "in diupom," as Jews who have choden to airintain a daliauhip to Iawl whüe lim in 

North Ameria. How thy imagïned i s n l  w u  due, in puf to their own uidcntudings of 

hael's own histkc ai narratives 

In the next thtee chapters, 1 prrsent profiles of aome of the people 1 met in the 

community and on but. Identifications with and h@gs for I s d  ue situated in each Jew's 

interpntatiom of themselves as manbers of a d o n ,  the Jews, and withiii that framinb rs 

people8 who have a duty to one another, what PNiu W a h s  in ha description of diapra  crills 

"~~.ciwpollbibil i~ 0. 

Thcr poa*l q g e d  that Jews who have furgui diarpora idcntîba -Jews Living in 

North Am«ica who have formed r relatMnship to d idaitifidion with kael - do ro in 

aompliateâ and mative ways. 1 have oqpnid th- proûks in thne duplaa dcsaibin6 Jewd 

cnpeticnœs during what Jeuish histocian Hudd Troper a ü s  (1) "the dam~icril2bnist crr, 1948 

to 1%7f (2) "the u a  of new Zionimm, 1%7 to 1982;" and (3) "the m of w t a t i o n ,  rince 1982" 

flrapcr 1996). 

By way of introduction to theee chapters, 1 begin with the comments made at r Rcform 

Temple meeting by r prominent consmmtiw Rabbi, Jewiah hiaorirn and h l u  who 

h d  km ïnvited to rd& on the meuiiiy of Zionism &a 100 yeus. Afkr dcduing that "there 

is a vast difirnnce ktwccn those who dudy the t a t  one h u n d d  thtes and th- who 8tudy it 

one hundreâ and one times," this Rabbi said that though he had studkd Zionism for a vcry long 

tirne, he had ken under the "delusion" that he had .ctudy known what it meant. Only a couple 

of years cuiicr, he had corne to the teabation thrt he had had to rcthink his former asmwments 

of the movemcnt. He dUmd in fad that he had not undctstmâ what ZioiiUm a c u i t  in the put 

and that he was "on a joumey" ta gain a Wter  understanding d wiut he now d d e r e d  to k 

"the -test of r~uolutions." 



ï h e  Rabbi rdod audience m e m b  to rt-rssess Zionism h m  the perspective of 

s o m m e  who would have l i d  in the 189th He dUmd that in that m the Jews had b e l i d  

Uut "anti-Semites wem the hooligans" and that 6 t h  modernity would corne the end of anti- 

Semitism. But, as thia Rabbi aplrined, it was in fad "the inîeliigentsia" who did not "speak up 

r edy  wanted was to simply get rid of the Tut d Russia at îhe the .  He then ated politid 

philosopher Huuuh Arendt's contention Uut the rïae of t o t a l i ~ m ,  and N.brm in 

buse suddeniy Jcws w a e  bidding 6a r c h  in Centile soeiety. ... Nineteenth Caitury 
antiscmitian w u  not dirccted at theJews who w w  peamnts but n(ha at the 
inteUigentrU .mory the Jews. 

Thus, actotding to air speaker, "Zionism anives out of a situation in which the Jewish 

intelligentsia lors  hop" k.wy the Jtws with ody two "dutionea: cme is the Bundist puty, an 

anti-Zionist party that q u e d  that in order "br Jcws to 6et out" of the situation tby wae  in they 

had Co "radiaMy di.iye the rystan." The other wrs the pliticil Zionism uti&ted by 

T h d o r e  H d  who u i d  "where we u e  cvaywhne p o w d e ~ ,  we m u t  evacuate tk Wcstem 

wodd; we must ceaae ôeing a powdess people." Exdrimllig that the moet pmbouid ni- d 

the Zionist revo~ution was th.< the hoüest plam in the wodd w u  not the kotel, he a p l d :  

Yes, 1 go these [the M d ]  but 1 get t d  cvcy time 1 wdk from Ben Gurion Urpon to 
the dak w h m  1 have to present my -pot It is the one place in the wodd w k e  
someone un't say'We don't n d  anpore Jovr' ... Hcnl lrnw Uut we d d  not 
î e a v e t h e l î ~ ~ o t l w r J e w ~ i n ~ h d s .  Sothecurtoms~mTclAvivisthe 
phcc 1 ay [OT dl who did not have the fak b g& T h t  ir (& tow- 
rdlltvcm«rt in Hcnlirn terms.... The aecond adiievcmatt dZionism U Out it 
dian@ the way we stand; we no longer stand 8s the poa man at the door .iluag ba 
fa vouts.... ïhe conternpony Jewish eommunity thinks and &s not as vidims but as 
vieton, and not nily in relationship to Israd.... Une of the two îhings that modem 
Zionism did was to end the othemess of the Jews.... 

i l u s  the Rabbi suggested thae were hvo monumental adiievexnents that Hed,  Zionism's 

pdioul faunder, would himseif k piwd o t  t h  is now a d e  havai foc ail Jm and r a 

dt, ail Jews now have a sense of power and pride of place- Morrova, the h c b i  s q p t e d  duc 

to &nisen, thece is now a rok for th- Jms Iiving outside d X s r d  thq u e  the Jews who 



are the holdcrs of Ytrrdition". in fict, the speaker argued it was the Jews of the duspor;i who 

have retumed Jewish tradition to a d u i d  brrdi state. He explained 

Zionism was created by those who d t e d  aglinst the Jewish past and Judlism. Thme 
were no h h e r  hotels in the 1950's [in Istrel]. Now the hotels in Israel have becorne 
kosher because WE corne thcre.. . Tht brdb aieateû r d-t cult rue.... The 
countarittack [to h e i i  d u i s m ]  b a n  in the l%Us as some drimed that thb 
d u i s m  had gone owrboud. Thy decideâ thy needeâ more Jewish culture and 
tradition.. . Remember (Prime Minider] Rabm's fuiKnl? How his son was breaking his 
tecth on Kaddish when he h.d to read the Anmuc... He had deuly never been to 
Synagogue. The embmaseunent wrs too pst. Thae is a sense that in h a e l  the Jewish 
~ p k h . v c b e e n ~ ; t h y u e ' g o y i m w h o ~ H c b t e w . '  ...Thaeisa 
profound - now thrt we c m  cmtinue by bnil9ng with the p u t  but by 
reshrping ud linking d v e s  again b it, 

diaspora) and ruggcsted that life outside of the date of h e 4  h r  the J m s  wur more Jewish, more 

tradition4 more relyous? and had m o n  m-6 in put beause I s d s  foundem had hbted 

upon a break wîth the Jewish prst thrt had gone "too far" h.ving m j e d d  Judiiam's mots uid 

traditions. 

I p k e  thc Rabbi's rdections here as an exampie of a fundamentil shift in perspectives, 

Érom Zionist to what 1 would consider post-Zionist (a Zionism after the founding and securïng of 

met are neœmady mnsaous of th- shifts, but I do think that the p d e s  m u t  be re.d with 

this kind of shift in mind. 

Pnini Wcrbnds definition of d i v a  as a math  of "c~.lpbpollsibility" pioves u s d  

for rading these p a i l e s  as weli. Studying Pakhtmi and Muslim migrant wockas, her 

...qpment begins from a definition that seeks to rehin a piior emphasis on the 
cornpelling nature of the obligations 'diqmcans' feel IUOSS spaœ and nitional 
boundary (l998:12). 

communities of cc+ccsponsibility, mcognising mot simpiy th* loydty but th& 
existentid C O M ~ C ~ ~ O ~  to diasporans ehewhcn, or in a home aman*. ... #nse 
of a~~ponsibi l i ty  is expressed in tangible materid gestures of charitable givin6 and 
cornplex fotms of poLitïcal mobilisation (199%12). 



S b  suggests as wdl that within public amus, mord and pdiüul mbjeetivities are fomed such 

that "ethniaty and nrtionrlism cmerge didectidy bw, a rewocking and tnnrmdençeof l d  

disputes ... and in the 1 0 4  negotiation of shued symbot. .*" (1998:14). 

Ln order b organise these profiles, I have used the periodisation Jewish historian 

Harold Troper outiined at a conference on bel-Diaspora relations. He fnmed the changing 

rehtionships as conespondhg to t h  periods refiecting: 1) the classicd Zionist en, 1948 to 

1%7; 2) the en of new Zionism, 1%7 to 1982; 3) an era of fragmentation since 1982 (19%). 

Accotding to Troper, during "the d.sgicrl Zionist em," there was a p t  d d  of 

support and pride in kael's achievrments. The second pcriod, 1%7 to 1982, wm distinpisid 

by îhe J&h couununity's ruponse to the 1%7 Wu or the six-D8y Wu. C.iildhn Jews 

œieôtrteâ Isnel's victory and Jewish community oqurisrtions h a n  major fimdcaîsing 

campaips ior pmjKts thmughout I sd .  Any crïticism of kicl by non-Jews was ulled rnti- 

Semitism and if atpcesd by Jews, was brrnded as self-hrtreû. 

The 1982 [arcü w u  with Labanon, the continuhg conflid with the Pdesthhns, the 

begimungs d the "who is a Jew" debate, 111 form part of the background that diiftcd the 

m v e s  of J w s  outside of Israel towarâs the -te. A new er. of what Tropa d e d  

"fngmaihtiona was "ushereâ in." So, for example, with I d  peaœ groupa Iüc Peaœ Now 

and Yesh Cvul mere is a Limit) pubkly and massively demonstrating Isrreli-Jewîsh aiment, 

C m d h  Jews were i o r d  to take notice and many subquentiy shifteâ th& own perspectives 

in rwpoiwe* T~opr suggested thrt we have entemâ inîo r timr whm a new genmtion of Jews 

(Le, youth) mry not be m d y  to support israel. He explaird that this p u p  is temponlly 

removed h m  the crisllr of World War Two and the formative years of I s d  as a date s t rugghg  

to airvive* Morcover, they have not at al1 endured the anti-Semitism that their parents or 

grandparents atperienced (see Bourne 1987; F a h l  1990; Lemer 1% Piwisow 1991 as 

mpresentrtive of these shifts in US.; see also Heiiman lm tiebaun 1999 on US. Jewry'r 

changing perspectives on Israd). 

Fdtowing Tmpds  piiaiïsation, 1 have organisecl the ptofiles in a way that refîects the 

aperienœs that hc had ouüineâ. The fi& Uust pidües of Jews in dirsporr, Uyrnr," "Wuinn 



and Sarah,'' and "Auon" are of Jews who have had some identification with h e l  since the 

faundhg of the state and who have t m l l e d  to the state more thia cmœ. Thy are compüed in 

the ch apte^ "Langings in Dùspon." 

Thc second g n i p  d Jews in diaspora, cornpisad of "Mulene," 'L~Iw" Xum and 

Paul," are profilcd in &Layiigs in Direpon". They m Jews who dcbnted and idaitified 

with i s d s  post-1%7 ide- and, as a r d t  of th& puent% or Oiàr community's activism, 

had devdoped a relationship by travelling to Isnd loi the first time dter 1%7 and sime. 

I n t h e I . s t d u p t e s o f t h i s s r e t i o n , ~ i n ~ "  I p t o f i k ~ ~ 6 w h o d e  

theirfinttriptoLndiRa1982. Thceedthorpoâledwaton1&ufin<tairtotmlwhenI 

metthmi. T h y u c ~ s U i d j i b p o m w h o h . w ~ ~ t l y ( n , i n U K 1 ~ d ~ d e a i o ) c o m c  

to "knoww Isnd. My interest in the people protikd hem is their iIc&caorie on and idcntifiations 

with a mxently diM.nvincd "bnd." 

1 bdieve ht, i a d  tagether, the Weidacopc d paitiona, rrtlcc(ionr and atpr*noa 

rdected in these prwfiks are reprwentative of the diversïty cd pcspecüves 1 met and cailarrd 

with over the coursc of the ~ r c h  perbd. These profücs do not p-t the @tories of dl of the 

p~pleImctd~UnanuecofUnrrruchpciod,dcp~howevaP~duawhdc.uch 

pi?rson 1 did mctt would 6nd aspects of th& own "tniths" and identifications with kd aa 

homelanâ, nation and nationahte. 

Thus Unr pmnkr. pmvide more thui mach/ a '6iimpae" into the daticmship d Jews 

in diaspon to 1 6  they offer a rich d a g e  of the diVCIbjty of vieus, " p d K d a  nurrttive~ d 

cornplex cmtions and identifications with the nation and the date. 

These intaviews were conductecl in people's homes, workphœs, at meetings we had 

unnged d public restaurants and, while on tour, in hotel rooms, cd& and at outdan rites. 

Only two interviews were amductd over the tdephone and both w a e  with tour phem/fund 

orguiiaers with whom 1 had had at Ica& one persmai visit 31ct the tour they hdpd to organise- 

Çonn f ini ly  htccntws w w  conducted with bah spows at the r w e  time - whicb w u  th& 



p d m c e .  Othe eaiplcs agreed to k intaviewd sepuately (dthough th- interviews are not 

includeâ here). 

A üd of the guiding questions used for the intewiews un ôe found in the Appendix 

(Appaidix A). Some d the questions are rimüu to t h  Cakn used in his *dy of "pro- 

Israelism" in m s h  1-ode (19ûl). The qucrtions were designed O eliat the 

meaningfuiness of kiid in poples' livca The miphasis was not ody on lad, but on the 

Imish eommunity and Jewish identity a d  how lavl might play a d e  in theh iives in North 

America. 1 did not uae the tcim "dhpon" in the questions, MW did I cm ulr my quediau 

about 'Zionimn" dimtfy. 1 wanted each interview8e to iabe t a w  if and whai he or rhe 

thorght it appropriate, BO 1 could explore the context and dcncy. in this wiy, I ivoided 

defining in advance the popk 1 met as living "in diaspora" .nd/or defming m y d  in dation to 

Zionism within the interview context. 

One of the caistnints involved in u ~ i y i n g  interviews involved the "geqraphicd- 

make up of the tocu bus gmups. AU of the tours 1 t r i d e d  with in k l  induded pople hoai 

aaoss North Amaiea. Foc the two C m a d i r n - k d  tours, I was put on the "Rat d [the 

Pcovinccr and the "Rat of Chadam buses, respectively. Tourîsts hom Montrd .ml Tomnt0 

made up the corn of the tours, but k a u s e  my permanent home was not in 6th- commuiiity, 1 

w u  put on the "o'otha' buses. The "Rest of Canada* bus indudecl pople from Alberta, BritLh 

Columbia, Manitoba, Nova Scoti., Ont-, Queôec, and Slskrtdrcwan. The ICSI: tour was much 

smdler thm either the ILF and the IDF t w t s  and while the maprity of the travelkrs were b m  

one rmjot ruban centre in the US., sorne had travelled h m  the states of Cakniia, Illinois. 

Maryland, Massachusetts, New York, Washington, and Washington, D.C., as w d  w from 

Ontario. Canada. This diwrsity meant, of amme, that the likeühood of chance nmtiiys with 

p p l e  1 had t r a d e d  with on this tour while attending community events in -da was vcy 

Iimited. Houever. 1 did travel to the US centre to conduct interviews (see below). 

I~tdbremuiydthacth.t~trrdcdwi~hmthcanimuniüesIwaludih 



When we met, we spoke about out tour bgdher md Israeü poüîïcs as well as Jewish ammunity 

orcumntcvents. OAmIwuh.itdto~paidmactiiMwithppitUiüiathom~ortojoin 

them at other wents. In some cases, we maintaincd contact by telephone, the Internet, and letter- 

m i t a .  In d cases, upon my rrhun from a tour, f wrote ietters to contact those who had a@ 

to an interview while on tour but whoae schedule in Isriel prevented us from curying it out. 

On the first tour, the h l  Land Fund tour pianners did not give me any 

opportunity to priesent a description of my r d  ptqcct. The local oqgmiscr ftlt that many 

ppkMpi.nndthàttnp.sava~tion.ndth+ftFdidnotwmtthemtofnlthrttktr.wl 

hdo(herpuipoabesideskiairr. SheJroMtthattheiLFndedtotapitsdist.nœ,ud 

aewldnot in .nywaykrssoe i . tedwjfhthed Ptwidingmewithalcttad~upportot 

with the nama of the tourists pria to our trip w u  ait  d the qudion for this quùsa. She 

expected that p p l e  wouid evenhully find out about the m e d  and they wouid qprorch me 

on thch own if thy werc intcrested. 

O€ coumeo the N plumer w u  comd.  It  tmk a hw days, but eventudy pople 

rpproached me, and on a one to one bas& 1 a<pl.incd what 1 was seeking to do on the twt and 

invited them, when appmptirtc, to partiapte. Atmort -one 1 spoke to shawed -me 

interest in and support foc the irsaudi (and muiy wae intemded in gdtiiy a copy of the 

"resuits"), but very few appmaehed me for an interview and 1 did feei crmstnincd, in put 

k a u s e  of the IU; pwition, about approaching anyone on my own whik on tour. As wdi, due to 

ahifting of tourïsts from bus to bus there was r rhtinking of Oir tour group u a wholc Somc 

toucists were rn d r p p y  with out tour guide that they Mt Iiot 0 t h  b- and joineâ thnt 

fnends from Toronto and Montmai, whik on 0th- days travdlers h m  0 t h  buses joûd ours. 

These shifts meant that 1 aometimes had only one oPPoftuMty to spcrik to peopie abut  the 

reseuch- When they apptorched me, f a  example at med tirna, they rdrcd Iot inforai.tion or 

gave me theu support and enamragement. But I didn't frd that in in cases the relrîiondups haâ 

devdoped enough that 1 could approach people for r formd înterview. 



1 did manage, howcver, to spe& to nuny people who were not part of our core "bus 

p u p .  The vu*biiity in the make up of the "gmupw unda investigation and the tact that UKle 

were quite i numbet of non-Jews h m e  quite prominait) on the bus, meint that the "data basem 

w u  much smaîier than 1 had antiapatd it would be when 1 fust ldoked at the list of puticipuits. 

Fmm this gmup 1 conducted four formal intcrviws and hdd two informai meetings to di#uss 

the tour with those who did not want to be intcrvicwed but who were happy to meet with me. 

Al1 of th- 1 interviewecl and met with l i v d  in the uea where 1 conducted my ceseuch This 

gave me the opportunity to see them rHcr the buron more than on ocasion at other 

community cventa Anotha six people gave me their dàmms i t  the md of the iiF tour, but 

whciiI~t~manote.PletttKtour~ILWCiVCd~micplics 

The Isnel Civil Society Fund (1- pmvd to be a airprcisïngly difficult tour. 

Although this tour hid kcn ~oinmendeâ  to me by CliuidWi membas of the Boud of 

Diirctarsf and whiie I had extensive contact with people who ~upportd this Fund, the US 

organiaem halked when 1 approached th- on the first night of the tout to ask if 1 could give the 

gmap an wiatation session on rny reseUC)I. Kada, who h d  k e n  the North Amaian I a F  at 

ocdinrtor on the tour didn't understand what 1 was wking br at h t ,  and when 1 trkd to cxplùn 

she dimnbd me m d  said s k  didn't think it important thit 1 p m m t  at that timc. 

The nsct day Kula and anotha ICSF supporter rppip.cheâ me r t  h.kf.st to rdr me 

who had givm me w o n  to accnnprny the tour and to outline my d agenda in 

spaaic tcrms. 1 expllincd what 1 wis dchg and that 1 hid been invited b go on but by 

Gnadian ICSF bard Members. When Karlr insisted that the US. &ce had not ôeen mtified, 1 

replied that 1 had been in wlu contact with the Canadiin a& dllectot as weü as the ismeli 

staff director and that the îanadian office had not only d v e d  my reseuch popoul and 

consent forms but had arranged for me to be in contact with the 1- staff mcmbers in brd.  

Furthcrmcne,Idcsaibd howIhidkcncont.eledbythclsndi~~.ndkcnùivitcdform 

interview for the ICSF newailetter. Although i had tumed the interview down, f#ling that it 

cwld .ffPct the rwearch pmj&, 1 did meet with the fund's haeh medu represcnhtive in I s d  

ptiortothehvdofthetcstofthetout* Ihrdnoreasontoklicvcthatmcmtiasofthd~ 



orgnintion wac romcbow uninformed. I .ho pointcd out h t  the Cuudian staff manber had 

been in touch with the US- office in orda to arrange for an American hotei room-mate. 

Aftetsome~ll~~mmyputuidwith~~tad~ofjustwhatIw~todonert,I 

ieft the matter in the hmds of the tour orgmkms. Sivan, the tour guide, as well as Elaine, one of 

the Canadian 1- Board k b e m  who h d  invited me to go on the but, and who was in h e i  

at the tirne, su~ested 1 hke a "wait and ste" attitude beforr laiving the tour dtogether. Sivan 

came to me upon heuing about the issue and wra vcy supportive, and as 1 indicated rbove, she 

mid that she fbmd it "CUtious" that the US. mpcamtatim would hi "no suqMous" and "so 

insecure"ahtmyrcbcudi.nd wonddûoudiftheywcrrYrfraidathat~projccY~ 

funding piiorities a h t  iomchow -t the ICSF. I reminded har that 1 had pmnhd 

not to name the orguuSrtion and she bewncc cvcn more puzzled by the attitude of the tour 

erg*. She spculatd that pahaps their l ïbedbmw was n d  as"opnia for non-Jew; in 

other words, thcy had identiûeà me as a PJcrranlln and h t  pabp thq wem suspiciow of my 

motives. A aornmunity fncnd and Cliudiur ICSF Board Mcmkr suaested that the US. tour 

participants who were Iiwyers, lobbyias, and b u s h s m e n  simply m ' t  useà to being the 

"aibjccb" of a mseuch pcaject. She thought that the faet that they w a c  US. citizinrs af whorn 

many w a t  kwyem misht dso have dfeded thcir appmrdi to the reoeuch projeet in .nothcr 

way they might consider it an enmachment on thar civil a h t a  b u s e  thq  had not ymd to 

putiùpate prim to t h e  .Rival on tour. 

Likr that dry, KuL a p p d e d  me for a aeamd timc I was tald that 1 would have 

mane time to pment my research projeet to the group at aome point Uut day. F d y ,  whik we 

were between sitc-visits, I was @en time to present the meacch prqect to the tourists. As a 

dt, aimost evay toucist appmached me with eneoutqpnent, support and/= an ofkr to be 

interviewed. Sivan clme to me and mid that she sm#d that the mqoritty at the touriats wese not 

ody interestcd m the reseUC)I, they were happy to have ate on the fout- She rdded that KuL 

and at lewt one 0th- ICSF repmentatîw m e d  to have kcn ulmd aommhat by the tounstb 

mception to my pmmttation. 



On this trip, 1 conducted five of the interviews on our last day in kael. Three o h  

tour participants qreeà to k intemiewed on site but we did not have cnough tirne and thy 

iived f u  enough away (Cdüomia, Muuchwetts and New York), that 1 w u  unable to visit them 

or conduet prohibitively expemsive longaistana telephone interviews. Approrirmkiy six 

months after the tour, 1 travelled to meet with a numbet of the tour partiapmts in the city where 

thqr lived, where 1 conducted the rest of the interviews. Unfortunately, Kula with whom 1 met 

at the time and who had previously agreed to an interview, did not find the time ta be 

intecviewed, nor did the ICSF supporter who h d  confmnteâ me with ha. Nonetheless, of the 

nine KSF tour participants 1 wemt to inktview, six h d  the tune 0 do *> (onc by telephaie). In 

addition, while in the city, an ICSF tour putiapuit i n b r o d d  me to oth« community memkrs 

who wem intarsted and "attacheda to b d .  1 conducted fout more intervimrs with thun. 

h l  M o p m e n t  Fund (ID0 tour quiiscn took aiac i n h W  in my research hm 

the very moment 1 approached them. niy read the p+ and inûoduced me to the 

partiapanb, hiving induded my consent famr in the IDF tour package un t  in dvanœ to d 

tour par t iapts .  One of the ûrst items on the qenda as we sat together on the bus f a  the fkst 

tirne at Ben Gurion Airport in Td Aviv, w u  to get the co-t Eorms h m d d  in to me. Muiy 

tourists did so, while o h  aslod if they cwld s p r k  to me befom agrcein6 to k intervkwtd. 

Most of the IDF interviews were conducted on site. mer this tour 1 did not aend !etters aSh6 to 

interview people who had not sigmd the consent forms to participate. I felt that thy had h d  an 

oppdunity and, in onc case in parüdar, had corne to know me quite wdl, and 1 fdt that 

rpprorching them wodd be unfair. 1 wrote ta others who h d  signed thc ccmsemt forms but with 

whom 1 was unable to d e d u l e  an interview onaite. Not ali the people who were appmdied a 

second time p n t e â  my request for an interview. AU of th- who were not intaviewed lived 

some distance away from my home community. One of the tmvders with whom 1 was unable b 

co-otdinrte an interview did semd me his refitxtioiis on the tour that he had published in his I d  

community newsletter. Of the total ten tourists who agreed to be interviewed, six interviews 

were conductcd on sitc; and one was conducted by tekphone after we mhmd home. 1 a h  met 

with throt &CI tour partïapants in the community sometûne der the tour. In di crses, we had 



an oppoctunity to discws the tours (and o h  mritters) but on an infocmd buia 

ïntcncticms with uioee touiPis who did not gïve apiiat  petmidon 0 be part of the 

piqect (ie, p n t  me an interview), or who showcd no in- or were obviwsly uncomfort.bk 

about the praject have n d  ban incocponted in this research. In cases whac towists apptoached 

me to discuss my mmr& 1 have indudecl th& questions to me but nothing more of our 

distussions. ïheit intenetions with tour guides and 0th- tourists, even th- who agreed to 

partiapte in the easea& and t h e  iapoxum a questions on site have iIso kni omitîed hom 

uiy llllsysb hem 

Imet withovs 100popleUicl~Uaconlouiova(hcoo~1b~dtherrwuch 

period d dcinbpd doae friaiduhipu with many d than. W i h n  the communify, thm people 

appioiched me f a  intcrvicws but mod war not lamrlly interviewed pdimhg mead to have 

on-going conversations with me. 1 wrs invited for m e 4  M y  gathaing~!, p e ,  politid and 

community mceiuigs and evenb, and Tempk #Nicc8 cm rpcci.l ocasions. 1 wrs often invitcd 

to pin p u p s  such as Pace  Now or Givat Haviva, and on a number of occasions, 1 was invited 

to piaait  my ptnpcctives on the conflict &sa L n e b  and Palestinians at breakfast dubs, 

dm' day wents, anidrasha (an evening Jewish "night sdtml? fa m), and media m n t s  (aee 

bdow "'F'iding' QuestioM of Idcntity"). Whik the voiœs of thme 1 did not formdy intmrkw 

are not heud here nonethdes, 1 think thar positions and dections are pmsent in my aceount. 



Myrna, Wuren and Smh, and Auon ill cxperieenced Isriel in the e d y  yeus of the 

strte. Thy had each EDnned an identification with i s r d  (in Wuren's use, one that w u  at ficst 

negative), d have continued ta support and identify with b e l -  Theu own expriences of anti- 

Semitism and the Second World W u  define the background for theV identifications with IsneL 

AU of the peuple pf i îed hrd brvelid to i s d  on at kad one trip prior to the timc we met. 

Among thode who had had a long-term reirtionship to isrrel and I s d - d t t d  issues 

was Myma. In hcr late Ws, Myma wanteû v a y  much to puticipate in the lcdcuch piqect. She 

invited me ta her hotei room where she was taking time to recows fnrm a i o q  and 

uncomfort.ble flight to israel. Myma pro+ h d  agWst mme pibws and sbe(cched out 

c~mfottrbly on her hotei ùed, and asking me to ait beside her in the easy chiir, she p d e d  to 

cpmrnuid my attention for close to thtee hours thrt dry. 

Myrna w u  born in the Lower East Side of New York to Russian immigrants at the 

beginning of this century. She desaibed it as follows: 

W e  were d y  very poor, we never had a tekphone,, nothing exccpt a neuspapa to 
tell you what wu going on in the world-. and we ncver went uiyphœ or did an* 
or never evm left the neighbourhood fot many, many y-. 1 Mt piotected. It WU 
60% of it Itdian and 4096 Jewish... 

Her parents were practising Orthodox Jews but she had rcbeüed against them. She "didn't 

believe in Codœ and when she had her own farnily she "kind of dropped the r i t d  dtqethet 

dthwgh (she] kept the holidays and knm what it was dl about. Senilm is the word." 

AMrr winning a state scholarship, Myriu gradrutcd hom univmity in Jmuriy of 1931, 

and became a socid worker. Her siblings had alsa completd post%econdary eduation. Al1 of 

~emstayedïnthe'nei~hbo~oodauntiitheygot~aftd wwacouiicd. ~ynuhu~ccüved 



in a numkr of US. States, including California and Michigan. 

M y n u  d e d  how I s r d  had not at di been part of h a  OIOIodox J W r h  upbringing. 

She said: "... dl 1 knew about kael in the 'a and '3Qs w u  that we had ... a couple of Pushkas 

(boxes to coUect money for Istaei] in the house, . and  my mother would occasiondly put pennies 

in it. They diàn't get very much from us but that's what brael was: It was a place w b  the 

~ushk. money went to. We didn't have much interest in it rt dl." She explained how Isrrel had 

become part of her consciousness: 

1 met Mymr on het fifth trip to i s d .  H u  first h d  ken in the hli of 1959,- whai she 

had been d t e d  by a p u p  interestcd in dcvdoping Iwrel's socid weifue. S e  d e d :  

1 had corne with a great inteeest in Isrd and Jef't with the mod extravagant 
admiration for the maety and tmnatdous e m o t h d  amunitment. Great, pst love, 
grert aiüuiasm and ruch pride, sudi pride. I was m glad to be a W. -. 'k i r  
paceptions, their honesty, their deceiicy, the w k  that thy mhoweâ... It wu, to me, 
an apcrience I've never go- ova, nevm forgotten and never will. I've ban 
dedieated to i s d  cvcr since., The guide was ...a youiy S h r ,  a man, 8 link bit aude 
and aousc in his rppeamnce but m stmng in his undastanding, m &cmg in the wry 
he ptcsaited himsdf and eo finn about his Irnowledge md convictions thit I j ud  
couldn't bdieve it. 1 was so proud of him. He knew m g  ud he hrd ken in the 
umy and hem he was tdking about the histoy that comes from the Bible. in dher 
worâs he was the best-infomed person 1 have cvec in my lifk met. 

After 1959, she mtumd to Israel with h a  spouse f a  a fnv piokiaonai m-s and 

to see old hiends but 7argely they had tnveiled as tourists." Pnor 14 the orp&ed tour we were 

on tqether in 1996, her b s t  trip to 1sr;iel had been in the eariy 19Ws. 

Yet Myrnds comrnitments to kael e n c o m p a d  the unconvcntiod as she piayfdly 

desaikd a  momait on hcr trip to Isml  in the e d y  197Ws. In this doy she wm dedy p l a m  

with the most dgnifïcant Zionist muker: 

-.We came to Tel Aviv and stayed th-... and we a a y d  cm the beach in a v e q  shabby 
hot& it wm shabby and inexpensive, but Uut was fun because it w u  eo uswlm It 
wuintiiosting. W e m e t a d u ü n g d d i n g y a r y m i h  [H~tmkwhgsin...andhe 
ud 1 cxchanged glanees and imnreâiatdy 1 likcâ him and he anikd to mc; he must 



hm beat about a0 [or] sornding iike air [He was] quite dmk, [ d l  Çenutic- 
looking. And then, we uked ior wata and he brought up the wr- and thcn... the 
toIlctw~biolrn.r,&cimtup.ndGredIhetoiktmdby~tinewewac[.U] 
lauglüng .... And I wis 00 [happy, thhkingJ, 'Ccq it's so nke to have a Jm*h boy akc 
this' and so on. 1 d d  what is your xume? He said 'Mohrmmed'!! But we stayed 6 4  
friends and when we kft, he lrissed me- It wrs 8 chumin6 thin& 

And later, she told me: 

1 think 1 told you this, [1 wrs so p u d  b m e ]  eveqbody here wur Jewish that's why 
whm the litüe bay said 'Mohammed' it w u  ao funny. 1 hughed. But the first time 
[when] I saw people demi116 the strcets, thq were Jeus; the poüccmen were Jews. .- 
EvcryUinb ifs the oc@ p h ,  (and it was] the f h t  time in my We that 1 Mt uiybody 
who didiked me it won't be becatlbc Pm Jeuish. . ,~)eaubc ...i've lived under r cloud 
of anti-Semitbm d my U. 

e t y  uid h.ppineee at being m the oniy artc she klicved couid be M y  frcc of mti-Semitism. 

She had &O sip.lkd very cPtly in the interview that rhc knew thcn wem dm non-Jews living 

My- had considerd lmry in hm1 "many times" but qseci4lly .ftcr hcr k t  visit 

when she rerlir-l that "nobody c m  be rnti-Semitic to me anymore- ...[EJVQCYbOdfs Je* 

-.Wt*s so wondaful to k h d anti-scniiti~rn.~ For f d y  and o h  pqpmtic iaions. 

however. she never lefk the US. to live m b d .  

Mymr had been a supporter, and boud member. of sudi groupa as the Amaicm Civil 

tikrtia Union in the past, but ehe said she didn't %ke [bÿpporting) Jewish quiisrtionsn 

k a u s e  she would ntha support o ~ ~ t i o n s  that w a e  "more d y .  Alibayh M y n u  had 

supportcd kaei d l  her Me, she had not idmti6ed with or apportcd US.4ad orgu\islticms 

until she diseoverd the Isrnl Civil Society Fund (iCSF). She told me that she h d  kcn attncted 

to the organisation - the fint Jmish ooganhtion she hrd felt uiy  tommitment lo - rHer she met 

one of theh speakem at a meeting in her community. She b d  been most i m p d  by the 

He told me ,. that king a Jew or being anybody, but especiaüy a Jew, d justice is 
the mm! important thing in the wotld. 1 t!iink that society is r cons ~y 86akd the 
poa.Andnobodycurs.boutthtpaorUIYwdon'th.vtbh~ En poorIikeIwas 
in a d a  to lmow what povesty doa  ta popk but it hdp.... 1 lam whit it was iike û~ 
k poa j u d  as 1 lsnm what it was ülo to k Jewish .... ï h ~ t ' s  why 1 wm h y s  in 



fniour d ...equrlity ud roc*L jdœ.  .... [And the 1- just fit inta my Me. It8s just 
w h . t I ' v e k a i b d r l l y E a . ~ w u ] a w . y d b c l ~ l r n c L  I b v e b & I w d  
dK fa kd, but 1 wmt b d  to k good, to k a wondciful countsy and this ir my way 
of chipping in. 

In our conversations about the s i e g  d the Osb P u a  Accords* Mynu's first 

rdecîions weze on the ide that the Netanyahu govanment thm in pwer had piryed in 

the p m  and the d e  of the h d i  ' ' ~ ~  who she Édt w a c  pmnting the 

implementation of the Accords. She had been fnish..tcd by the entire situation saying at one 

point: "". I hate the popk that u e  dcstroying the di.r.cta Uut 1 think Jam rhodd display.' 

Throqhout theinterview, M y m i  w d d  shüt ha descriptions dlnvl h o n a  (h.1 

aet it within a wiiqudy Jnvish tddogy to one Uut annpued it to otha " n o d "  dates. At one 

point she md: '1 thinà that we'ce gohg to have to take our phœ with evay o h  coun(y and 

just k a country and by to bc the krt country we an, but it wül never k without t m u b k a  

boniHcrdictddmcthitZiaiistmtm . . . a a n n t y t h i t 1 i * s b a u L q d t y w h a r p o p k  

got enorgh to Lin on.# Saying that "people kül one mother f a  no auae* because thb is the 

' m h  d mana she deetcd on what was presattîy ocnuring in Israel, and thcn uid: 1 dodt 

see us kiiy wipd out b u s e  we're Jews]. I think we'U kiN o d v s  klac bnd's wipd 

out.' But when I vkd her if Imel w u  just üke any o h  date, 8he c e 4  quite droqly ta iny 

datexnent and said: "No.... lad, to me, it's speciil; nat üke uiything e h .  1 don't üIrc uiy otha 

date like 1 lwe brael." And when 1 .sM if that wis kcriuae she was Jhish, she answered rn 

unqiulified "Ycs." 

In ilmost wery way, Myma was very supportive of IarcL She repmmtcd it as a state 

that had saved di of the world's Jews. This is how she desaibed ik 

I'd like to ste anything that strengthens Israel's aidence and 1 ait.uily thuilr Jovs owe 
it to -1. Jews di over the world owe it to h e L  'fhy mved us, They mVQd us and f 
don't want the Jewish presence in the world to be diminished in rny way. 

When 1 aked Myma what she meant by her statcmcnt that Israei hrd '=VCdW the Jeus, sht 

quidy answered: Wd what would have happened to the Jews if there w u  m kd?" 



That's duiyed the whole w d d .  , [I]t&ave Jews dl o v a  the wodd a pmminenœ and 
a ptesence and an identity which made em more viable, 1 t h i d  thit Jews without a 
country were at a g c i t  disadvuitqe.... 1 think Uut we were people in the ut, 
Zufûnenschenn and now .,there8s a place where we un be proud and happy and good 
and «)dixtable and decent and succeesful. [It] is a great boon to di the Jews in the 
world and 1 like to s e  mything that would maice it better and stronger. 

M e n  1 aslsed Myma if travelling to Isnel gave North American Jews 'a better same of 

themselves as Jews,' she repüed: 

Akdutely. Ab~~lutdy-  thrt's why I'd üh to see the countiy palcct... You know Jews 
havedwaymkcnatadi~~d~~~~tage~ T h y d o g d a n d ( h a c u e ~ i o i i s . b o u t  
thcm:~rrwicked,thyhrutpcopk,thyWomonyrw.y6rombl.rluindr,on 
daoforth.  I ' d l i l o t o ~ a p o u 4 f i m ~ r d m b y t h r t , d t h . t i t  
won't have piobkms but k t  it wiU d d  with the proMcmr in... UN intdügcnt and 
righteour wiy. make a g a t  coz\triôution to the wodd which is caanly akdy a d  
mybody will k p u d .  1 fed a difkmit n nm that t h d s  an l n d  Not ody  
that I could come hcrc but th.1 it's hem an tF=' 1 m proud to be a Jew. 1 dways w a  but 
now ". I have a d con- commiûnait to my Jewishness. 

Cieariy rnti-Sexnitism had affectai Myma's lifc and the founding of I s r d  h d  had likchrnging 

consequences. She spoke about the founding of the state of ïmel rt evay tuni and in muiy 

diffemtt contexts. She had p l a d  isticl at the centre of the chuying peqedives on Jews not 

d y  by Jews as weli as by non-Jews. 

F a  Myma, krwl a ilsu the plaa to k mcogmd foc d of its accompüshmaits. Here 

is what she had to say about one of Israel's most recqnisable institutions, the Isd-Defensc 

Forces: 

Iaiwayshtedum*sbut (whenImetwiêaC.nanlin1%9,1thori~ht] thelrrwli 
u m y  wrs so wondcrful 80 democ1.tic and ... my imptwaion was that it w u  the nrolt 
constructive organisation in the country. To think that ...no u m y  d d  do w h t  this 
u m y  did. It tica people togethu. It made the nation. It eduated. It tmk cnybody 
who a m e  in, induding the Miiun Jews [Oriental or Mimhi and S e p M c  at 
that üme and the story is .,they didn't know how to use r toilet or mything and #nt 
them out polished, eduated, sophisticated in mme way of nuking a living a d  hdthy  
d bndi. Thy came hem stumbling and bumbling and h.niy liHd in a prianitive 
life and suddenly they becrme lsndi atiams. It was the only educatioiul opportunity 
the# people cver had and they got a wondufui duation. So 1 fwnd m y d  cheeehg 
for UiL wondahil arxny. It wm r, diflamt h m  w h t  .n u m y  mcint to me in the 
United States. In the United States (the umy]  was the dregs and they m v ~ ~  did 
rnything Idce eduate them lot g d  and ... so [the WF) wm the a- 
theme y a u y  p p k .  So whm 1 hüced about the m] umy, when 1 ti3zr'" 
~ ~ t . U o e d . b o u t ~ t h y w e c e d o i i y c i g h t .  YouthinktheJews~ermut7 
Ycs thy am. And yau know w u  they're doing with the# Ul\bdiCVrble poMcmr 



they hm? Wondcrful U*ys .  Thy think just the right way and thefte doiiy the e h t  
thiiy. S." wi(h cbei htdlig- ~d wlth th& Rildmiy With their mefgY Utd theh 
wiUgmaa to work like dop, [and] to do Udr own thing, it w u  jud w b t  1 thought 
the wodd ought to be. You laiow' you M a ided new wodd T-ed out they'se iust 
iike -body ck but ktter' on a whec h l .  And ., adnnity d a s  that. % was 
W g  at the bottom of the wdl th t  utde them .tray and dderniuied and brought out 
the ka of them. Thy w m  n d  as aplo ih t in  as they d d  k 1iter. 1 think put of 
that is that they w e  a more sorirlist 

Here Myena, foUowin6 ha own dcûnition of Zioriism (above), h d  cnvisioned lrnd as a aoddist 

date, with its own people's umy.  It wm an Lml that h d  dghtened  "Ahian Jewe". it w8s an 

This image is .II put of the rttnction that Ianl hoids im Myrnq a highly motivated woai.n 

whose mekidentity is l h k d  to the klia h t  dl Jews m committed to aeeking a o d  justice. 

h e l  is a modd of what Jews u e  qabk d doing within t k  own *te. lsndi-Jews ue not 

and independent. But this wrs dm an Isnel that ttld ctungeû. 

When neu  the end of one atatement Myma spoke about "cxploihtion," aie was 

e d y  i d d m  about Israel was deuly complicateâ by this knowkdget 

When 1 .sM Mym if her penpectiws on the , h b s  have chrnged over tirne, she said 

she didn't know much about "the Anbs" accpt as a thrcat to kd, sryllig: 

1 didn't know how muiy there were ,or 1 knew that the Grand Mufti was a hicnd of 
Witlefs. You ~ O W ,  he was in hvour of Hitler and m on, and 1 knew there w u  gnr t  
d q e r  but 1 didn't know rnything about theh date. ... H didn't have eogency- Cor me. 

Later when reflecting on the Osio Pace  Accords, she said: 

1 think it's pIobably the su- of kael  [that kd to the Accords], [I]t made the Anbs 
fcrl rlso that there was #nnething t h  b r  t h .  If thy and$ come to tcrms with 
Istid lives would k bette. Of cwrsc m the mmnüme I thid the Jcws exploit4 
thcm, used them as slave l h  and controlkd that livrs for the bendit of private 
cntqrhs in this country and that troubles me vay much 



Again, Mymr's idcntifhtion with k d s  sucœss wm key, shapuy her assumption that the 

h b s  wouM wrnt eomeîhing hm, or a ~~Iationship to, Irnd Ha assumptions were bucd m 

an assumption that b d  was a modem date that the h b s  w d d  wmt "a pmt of". And y& 

she reco&d that the arploitative teiationshïp of the Jews ta the Arabs amtradicts the vey 

modes of redistribution and sharimg of wedth impliat in the .W.l*t envisionings she init~illy 

qoke of when mhc dcrnibed the state. it is interestin6 that despite the fact that she a r p d  

-me d c t  over the exploitation d h e l i  Arabs, Myrnr never made uiy tcference to the 

milituisni d ïmeli aociety, or to the proMians f a d  by Plikrtini.na 

Nar the aid d the mkview, M g m i  apard w b t  h d  been obvioco hom tk v a y  

bcgmning of ouf conversation and what she wwld m t  thmughout tk tour: 1 love t.Urin6 

about beiq  Jewish, and 1 love IsraeLW 

Wuirn lad Suib 

1 met Warren and Sarah on the ILF tour. It w.s th& second trip to M. Th& first 

trip had ban in the mid-15Wsa Afta our tour tqether, 1 met thcm in the annmunity and w.s 

invited on numerous occuions to corne for lunch, On one such occasion 1 coducted an 

intewiew with both of them, 

Wuren and Sarah ue retired but both continue to k active. For aumplt, Wuren 

M t e s  1etters to the d i to r  of local and nationai newspapem as w d  as utides eonœming aicid 

matters. He llso maintains an active Intemet Iist-serve. Surh golfs and pUnts b u t i f u l  water- 

colour paintings. The couple spends every wintcr in Fiorida. Thy have both ka\ pn>fession.Ls; 

ht in -de union politia, she in ducation. Warren, ruscd in m Orthoâox f d y ,  wm rckl l ious 

in his youth and as part of this rebeilion, becme an anti-ZiOnWt. Suah, r a i d  by communist and 

atheist pulents who had not belonged to any synagogue, feit s k  "v up iike topsy." They h.d 

two daqhters and two sons, ail successful adults living in aücs away h m  th& parent's 

cocnmuni~* 

Wben n0cchiy on th& relationship to JudiUm and th& own hmily's Jewish 

ducation, Warren and Srnh tdked about the tîme t h q  foundcd a Morm Temple in the aty 



they d to live in beaudc they did not want to attend Orthodox CM Consavative d c e s  in 

that smmunity. Thou6h çuih became quite invdveâ in Jewish ducation at the Temple, d e  

b d  that %rad didn't phy a big d e  for us. I didn't kmw an- about h l  and 1 dm't Uiinlr 

thwe was anything on the curriculum for those eariy years." In th- year~ Rdom JudUsm 

"wasn't acœpîablew ta the Jewish taigious authonties in the community and the congmgation 

had to meet in church brsements. As Warren recalled, 

...- a lot of my f k l i q s  about Jews-. and Jewïsh mmmunity Me [ue negative] b u s e  
of the way t k y  ûeated a lot d Refarm pople, and 1 have rome negative feelings .*o 
.bout Iard now b u s e  of that. It 6- back a kmg ümc.... 

"boys cimrmcised" and 'celcbrating the Pasaver Seda." 

When 1 asked how th& petspettives on h e i  had cvolvtd, ench h d  a vay diffaait 

history. Wurai  told me he had been 

mti-Zionist at one time... when 1 was very, vexy young ... when I could think about 
what Nabsm, [and) Fascism meant to me 1 cquited it with that. Naticmalisan and 
m5.ürm to me was a vy ugly thha and I guess 1 hrd o n e  of the i d e h  [about] - 
world 6owniment, the world unity and ., 1 MW , Zionhm as the u r t i h i s  to that i t  
one time 1 don't have that same f d n g  now ascept 1 do fcd that the [Oithodox and 
nationllist] extremias [now in Isnel] cepcesent that to me. They'ir N d  

When 1 wiceâ him what had chrnged his minci about "Zionhm," he h d  he h d  kcn l "0- 

world idedista who had only k u n  to see i s d  as a prapatic mua to the JMS' sitautkm 

[We d e d ]  to have a homeland for the Jews after what thy'd gcme ~ h . = .  (WF 
laet a lot of my hmily, mainly from my f i W 8  side, in the H o k u s t  and-. [from], my 
own petsonal experïences with anti-Semitisrn in this munfry, (which had been] very 
stfcmg.. . . 

Sarah had become a "Zionist" only after a "dear Ma of hers had "made di#." For 

mlny y, Srah had "avoided" her fnend's ptomptings to pin "gmup Lücc Piom Womai." 

Euiy on in her life, Sarah had become a member of the B'nù B'rith but stie haâ avoided 0th- 

Jewish qanimtions, 



Jxcaube I just didn't have a (sctiiy fof lard mtil w u  bmke out and what we knew d 
what wm gohg in N d  Camrny and AusbL and them kiüing Jews N h t  and Left.... 
A n d t h a i I m d w  L e o n U r i s ' b o d c u i d W I d i t :  i 'maJmandmy 
f.mil 's Jewish urd 1 have soute lrinship with di h a e  Jms t h t  wnc kïkd and tried to 
hc.~triedto]mvethcnrselves~ Weremüynedabcl.nd,wedyaadriaic 
phce of refuge, [and] a place to go to, to d out own and *, ihrt wis when I... started 
to give to the H . d d  and otha D d l  orguiisrrtiana... So U t  became important 
to me. 1 redised h t  we needd homdurd. WC needed somewhere w k e  our people 
could go to when they werai't wdcome uiyvhem dsc. Not only werc thy not 
welaome uiywhere clse at the time, they wcre king kiiied just because Uiqr were boni 
Jewish. So that's when I becune inhestcd in Isrd.  1 still bekve th.1 we need an 
Israel, we n d  that country M y  and we need to support it. 

Suih hrd an intematin6 way of s m  h u  desaiption~ from "thc)c to "thcm" b "we" when 

dewibing ïmd is  and Jms. At each moment, howcva, the nad for a hone and r homduid is 

desccibed on the basis of Jewish "khship" and n)lkctivc qxmaibility. 

A signifiunt demmt of Wunn and Srah'# idenüfiation with kwl  is the mmiation of 

the state's signifieance to the Jews a€ter the Second World Wu: it wrs the Jews' slfc haven. 

Warren and Sarah had been attnrled to the ïLF tour in put becmue of the œcebrrtion of 

Jausdem's "ria) year mniver~uy." While this but "bmught back many mernoriesu h m  theh 

first trip, they wdratounded" with "the changes in b m l  and it was üke r wonderiand to us. 

Some wondaful thingr that the country hm done and... WC w a c  just thrikd bo k there and... 

we felt- üke we w a e  part of it." niy both Mt that the firnt tout had given Ucm d fcding 

about what Israel was ail about ... Like the history and the sites we visited whidi we didn't wuit 

to let go ... [ofL iike Masada., And [it dl] told us r lot about h e d "  

One O€ the ma& mcmorabk visits h d  been their tour of thr Diaspora Muaeum in Td 

Aviv in 197s. It had prompted some to get 'in touch with my mots... 1 found 1 was d i n g  the 

Bible der thrt and reading books on Jewish history. It ac.tted a strong interest. If 1 hadn't gone 

to Isnel I don't think 1 would have Mt that interest," 

When 1 rsked Warren and S a d  to describe b d  for me they replied: 

Wurcrl It's multifaceted. 



Surh: A lot of high en- activify, a k t  of innovation. 

We went to the h n n s  and saw [the] cxpaimentd work that they are doing. It 

W.S astounding. Th- is lo much bigh energy, kainy people them. Tht's why it's f a  

young people. It's a country for y- people ... 
Warrem Something thatms very unique about iscael is the people who are making isnel 

what it is. 

and Surih had been 

m o d  a o s t  [by] the Masada cnperience, It's not just the physid thing abwt the 
M d a  but the stay about.. . how people, tricd to save themaelves and ddend 
thcmsclves. But that .rmq whrt they h d  d a u  b pca+nc the* l i ~  and th& fiith 
uid the  freedom, that is enormously im @W.... Thrit thy bufit  rn hud ta mate 
this- @vcs the lie to the idem that they Weâ thcmscIves. , 1 can't bdicvc thy 
committed suitide. That 1 don't klievt, 

Sarah aplaineû that perhaps '-. Ihy didn't want to give UKir cnany [the] mtishction of kïlling 

them or making thcm into slaves." But Warren said no matter what *thy would have w h t  to 

theit death. " 

Srah said the other memmbk site had becn Megiddo, "the site where Armageddon, 

... was going to k." Surih desaibed whrt she had k e n  impcessed with as foliowsi 

We saw the cotton fields planted there and so on and that ris] whcrr they m... 
thcrt will k a gept confiid or a wu, that will k whece [Amqeddon] wili k, and 
that will be the time in which we will have the Messiah ame. NOW 1 don't know Out- 
[but] I cwldn't Mieve that cotbn was growing [Oiac]. 1 mean we aiways think of 
cotton gmwing in the deep South of the Unitd States, right? And you to e 
black womm and children pickin6 the cotton. We saw nuchines hamesting the cotton 
and then we found out afterwuds ... on out second trip thrt they ue irrigatinb oh you 
heud him, the guide teNin6 us how they irrigite the Cotton fields and otha fields with 
puntied sewrge water, remember? 

Here !%ah had "named" the site in terms of its biblical apificrnœ and presumably fobwin6 

the tour guides presmtation, desabxi it within the temts of ZonM development narratives. 



triwlled on as m uc9 Uut, prior to the Jmd a i v 4  had kai an unproductive "swamp" or 

m d a n d .  I t  w u  intctreting to me t h t  Suih had 'foqpttai" that the tour guide on the ïE tour 

h d  .Le d e  the environmentai and ecological ptoblems t h e  smie cotton fields had 

aeated in the area. 

Wuren then added that he had ken "pa t l y  i m p t e d  by 

the building, [and] reconstnicting the ficc of the d.. . [For aunple, J what the 
Isneiis me doing thece in [the Negev Desert]. p ]  is the bmis of a new technological 
revolution... (And]l if you an do w h t  theyeie d a i y  there and transfer that 
tedrnology to othcr  ouit tries in the wodd, it meam that more p p l e  u n  nirvive and 
n d  die of duvation. ...mhere u e  poriibilitks of fadiiy moce popk [ h t  i m v  
me]. Jud beause d what they're doing , tnnsformùig Isrd, it's a tnnrfonnation of a 
whok wodd and (by doing h t ]  thy're dding  with the [wodd'~] elan d 
stuvationandpoverty. Çoitesnotjustthere~theladis;UuAnbr.ndothn 
aounûics mybe an benefit h m  this. . 

Warren uid Suah ~pvcUed in israel's deveiopment, especidy in the Negev M. But 

Warren did not simply celebrate the Jewd accomplishments. He iLo stressed the potmOd that 

mch devtlopment might have for negoüating peaœful rdationships with non-Jcws. Suih was 

mnewhat less optiaiistic than Warren, feeling that these technologies couid rlsa k the mot d 

the h W  teseiitmcnt towards Israel. She said: 

-. 1 an just picku. them. the p p k  bokin6 d o m  on L d  from the Co*n Hcightk 
and lodtint at d these rich fieids and wondahil pasture lad, and then t h y  look at 
their own land and say 'Well, why not us? Why can't it k for us?' 

Slnh cwld not have h o w n  from the tour narratives (or fnrm populu or community narratives 

tOr Uut matte?) Uut the West Bank provides a g d  de4 of the qriculhvri pduce d d  in i8rael 

and that the Sycims are known Lot th& signifiant aficulturd production. Afta .U. the be is 

lrnown by another nlme: the Fertile Crescont 

Another thirtg that had Ieft , a big imprrssion" on Warren was 'that aty with nobody 

li-g there.... It w.s in between israel and Tel A*.. How they put that di togetheru. 

Fmtrstic.' 1 arp ldnd  that the place he was speaking about was cded Modiem and that it wis 

ibidr with the ncws and as if they h d  disbaicved what I h d  said, abimed: 7 h e d s  a whde 

city [thciCr ud Wow." Sarah Unn ul<Ld nc: "Didn't thcg know h t  when thy were building 



it?' And Warren questiond "A whole Iot of w d  ... and money gone inb it." Thy were 

surpiistd to hcu h t  tk .rra had mn kai aettiedda the M u r  pvemment. 

1 Lki checked my fieid-notes and transaïpts to aee what in bct they had been told about 

Modi'in and EDund that Avi, the Brigadier Genad who had uided the Isml Land Fund tour 

guide, had d d b e d  the ucri as follows: 

Look how a new aty is kiiy built". One Yeu 40 this wwr nothing. If you corne back 
five yeus h m  now, it will be a butiful city.,. The Green Line was one kilomette 
fmn here. This mountain wrs Jordanhn between 1948 and 1%7. It is veiy, vcry 
expensive iand here. 

"Jadmî~~~ w u  since 1967 put of the k p i e d  Taritotics, it w d d  k porible to thinlr cme was 

simply loaking at a new r u b d  within istrel's borders. 

ûoth çinh and Wmren said thrt thqt had appmiated Avi's milituy knowledge, 

Warren said that Avi had given him 'ustfui," 'vduablc' inf'tim as w d  as 

some insights., when we went to look at the Colur Heights ... You know when 1 saw 
Uut, that gave me a pessimistic view about the posuibüities of pue in irael. Hou the 
heu a n  Uiat Golan Heights problan d y  k solved.~ mmn the defence stand pQnL 
1 don't nae how the Israelis a~ give it up. ... WC were standing up boking 
down onto the S y r h  encampmentsi in the distance, [Avi] uid, ...it wwu a vay short 
distance h m  th- [Kissinger's h p ]  to Syriui baseu. 

Surh added "it rlmost looked like a stone's throw." In oder  to get Warren to expluin just why 

he felt so 'pss imwti~ ,~  1 asked if it ww due to the expluutions that Avi had given us or if it was 

his own sense of the place. Wuren explained that it was Avi's explmation 

-but .Lo the space, the geography, 1 h d  a vim of it oa the ground.... 1 souidn't e 
how that issue could be resolved. ki faet my vim d i t  mow ... is that it couldn't k 
resolved without having -- the United Nations a sotnebody occupy that p u n d  and to 
make it like international ground so it doesn't klong to either Syrh or Israel ... to 
neutralise it in some way. Becluse to have it accupied by the Syrians would be a thmat 
to *mi [and] having it ocrupied by Isnel I UwJr the Jyr*ns wül sa it iegitimrtel as a 
k t  to thexn... So it gives you a somewhat psimistic vim Wether with the 
things about the whde politics of the rcgion, 

A 

In a move h t  w d  to counteract WanenS "pe""bmœSarah in-d with a h d c  

Exœpt t h  they've done.,. nidi mllacb with that luid up until now. The b d b ,  1 



thll*. c m  iccamplish rnything they wuit to. Yeso 1 think [ p ~ c  and Pace in that 
areal... c m  k ac-piished. rm mot a strate@& ud 1 don't even know how they 
accompli& what they've h d y  done- 1 think w b t  they'n donc is a mirade BO they 
can -te mother mirade. 

Ta which W u i e n  pcsaimisticdy a n s w d  added: 

...(but] thqr tui't even get themselves out of Manon. Even if thy wanted to, thqr 
can't. And Lebanon and HaboUah is tieâ in with W.. nie Manese have a ceal 
pioblem. How cm [they] escape Syrùn domination? It isn't jus Jews aglinst Araùs. 
It*s r complicated situation. 

continue to overcome its obstrcles in the most miradous d wqs, the corn of Wurai's 

presmted in the Syna and Cd.n Hci8hts nuntives. 

Warren persisted with his ugument that Israeli accomplishments in b d  be 

c o n s i d d  for use on a ~lobai basis. He ugued that 

... the Jcws have a lot to off- the wodd and the wotid a n  bendit emrmously. "1 think 
itms a pity in a way [that J w h t  the Jms have to o h  the wodd rhould k iimited in the 
way it U right now, Bounded by the bontees* whatcver thy will be, of what w e k  
gohg to c d  h e i ,  bounded by the chahs of history, the p.rsionr of racial and 
reiigious ullmositics. T h m ' s  so much mon to k gained by ampuation and by 
communications if we ody find a way of 0v-g a lot d it. .. becriuse we have a lot 
tooffa Uic wmid and the world stiii hasa lot t o o & r t o k d  inalltheoeexchanges. 
Whtn we tdk about tnde 1 don't think about it., jud in terms of a a m u n d  b i s  but 
[with] the Anbs thcmdclves .,~]hy're our bmthas, WC have the mme meestom ud 1 
wonder how is it thrt a lot that we have an' t  k r h d  with out biothcn and a>* 
not just Arrbs, but the whole world but puütuluiy with Ar& who ra them#lves as 
our cnemies and 1 thhk that thctc's the chdatge. 

ïh is cornplex statement reflected Wuren's layerd undctstuidiqs of Jews' identities and Istrel's 

plae in the wodd. It is as thoqh Istds borders, both l i t d y  and Qurativdyo and the 

population in the region, both intemdly (israel's Onhodox a ~ t h o r i t b ) ~  and artcrrully, (tk 

Anbs), cestrain the kws' and Isnel's potentid amttibutions to the world. For Wurm, Istid is 

ticd to the Jews* potentirl con1nbutions to w d d  history. Futthermon, Imd is a pl.a in which 



went M) f.t as to d the Arabe "our b d k s  and cousins." 

But Eat Suah not di Anbs should be tnasted or traded with. She was fu mote dubious 

of the potentid sucœss of Wurni's p h  for pence, and said: 

WhenIw.sthenorwhaiwewcrethacIrancmber~gwhenIwraco&gb.dr 
to the hotel, Israel how smaii we are on that mip. It*s such a ormll little country, a 
jeuel; a jewd in q h  tmW, and aurioundcd by a b t  of h ~ ~ t ï I i t y ~  hostile people and 
how do t h y  manage to nirvive? You un't hdp it. Thp whole thuy b a miracle. how 
it manages to muvive. Not only for itsdf, but as a h m  for 0 t h  psaplce, you know . 
other Jews u w n d  the world and if more Jews go these, where are they going to go? 
Theyen going to acpbde this iittle tiny spot on the map. 

m.làng this sbtanait, Slirrih niddenty shifted the conversation and mid: 

Do we send our childmt th- to go and geî Wed in th& umy-. It & me fed a 
Little uncornioctable.. . ausc hem 1 am raoting for this iittk country to rutvive but wh.1 
do I do other thrn giw them money? 1 don't send my e)uldrcn th- thy w d d n ' t  go 
U i v Y  md 1 dai't 60 m y d f ~ r q c  yni ~ O W .  1  SU^ th- Mth Wh.- m w  
we an- I don't do mything else... W e l  mmetimes 1 feel guiity. Lilo when 1 was 
t h e .  1 felt @ty .bout it. 1 did. 

Srah feit p d t  over the need for "this little country" to c o n b u d y  paform hdc actions in 

o rda  to survive. Wuren's immediate ceaction to Sarah's point was to tum to me and sry he 

'diddt have thaie same fnlings.' Rather, he expIwied, in a somewhat agitaid &te: 

1 un see the neeessity of r Jewidh homeland, I un s e  the legitimacy of my support in 
thrt but 1 h d  no Iegitimacy being cestricted to it. Liûe my identity as a Jew ... doesn't 
begin or end with brrcl not do 1 feel it would be good for J W s  in the wodd or Jews in 
Israel or uiywhae else to have Our Jewish idea a d  the Jcwish identity restrickd by 
that. I see the n d  for lsrael to exist and 1 sec the n e d  ior wocking out... [what] pople 
d - peace., a way of living and wotking t q e t h a  b a n  Ank and the Pdestinbs 
00 that we cm ôoth go on and fulfil Our mission to the w d d .  ,. It is sumethhg th.t is 
a proôlem now thrt's restricting us €iom redising out potentid worth u Jews and as 
Pdestinims. 

The tension in the discussions between Warten and Sarah grew as the discussion ccmtinued. This 

tension wrs b d  on a fundamental disagreement about the role that North Amaiun Jews 

should play and the sttengths of their cornmihents to b e l .  Whik Sarah kit she had not 

contributed eiiough to Israel, Wuren felt Israei was only put of the Jews' colkctive mission; the 

Jews' .ca~mpüshmcnts are unrelated to living in the -te. Wuren thwght that t h  who 

belicvc Out Jews could only live Wly Jewish Iîves in bd, msüict+d Jcws to one 8cgt.phid 



place. h hct, uiy seme that aN Jews d Jewish identiv are tied to Irml limits the potentid not 

oniy of what Jkws but what Israelis, P&stinhs and Anbs un contribute to the wodd. The 

tension ~ t e d  by Srah's co~nments caitinud to M d  on this issue. Whüe both had erpresd 

theh sense that israd had to exist for t h e  "who need it" Warren added: 

,. 1 ki I'm making my own, [and we] are making our own contributions [to the 
world) by this- Like what out son is doing. He's a Jew, ... even if he daesn't kel Like 
he's an Israeh or duesnet have any identification (with Israel oc Jud.ism] .... 

But for Siinh, North Amerian Jcws naxi to make a greatec commitment to Istad. She +: 

You kmw, what ifthere w m ' t  an kd, and another H i t k  nus its head.- 
W k e  would WC d nin b? And ., it's vwy e q  for motha Hitler to come to be The 
Gcraun Jmrs didn't think that t h d d  cva be r pemmn, a dictrtor who would wipe 
tham out, who would wmt to w i p  than out and they etayed on. Muiy of than w e d  
onto@küled. J m s i a p r i s c d ~ M t h c w r y y w d o ] b u e e ~ m a i l l . f m s t i l l  
young aiough to ranember what h a p d  

To which Warren m g d y  tetorted: 

But rm dao old mwgh oc young [mot@] to mnember, 1 remcmber what bppmed 
to my parents for instance. I'm a little kid who was on the ... sûwdcu and we wam 
immigrants 1 wm just a litîle àid, [the] oidest of threc, and we're going downtown to 
visit our datives way out in the cmt end of [thc &y]. My pulents wao  jabûefing r t  
udi otha  in Yiddish and aome old dnuik u y r  "Hey qeak Englidi; you'rr in an 
Engbhrpcaking country a go baek whac you crme h m œ  or mmthing üke th&. 
That is important to me ri@, kciubc when 1 say we don't ôeîong just in I~~M?I, where 
doweJ&vsbûo 7 Berru#we~otahomdurduidwebel~ùiit? Ithjnkwebdong 
to the world- an 7 1 want Itnd, but 1 think we m m  .II fight for the mum of mying we 
belong in Canada too. We a n  Hong whnicvcr we wmt. A lot of thaie barri- are 
being broken down... 1 likc the idea of g l o b ~ t i o n  (f jus don't like to eee a fm 
corporations dominating that globe...). The idcl that we Mon& the w d d  is out oystet, 
it's ours, it's for evcrybody- Not just for Jws.  Thc Pahtinims unfoiturutely, you 
know, 1 think thy s h d d  have t k  hoawluid. W e  nccd our h d a d  but that 
d m ' t  mean that the Prlestinims don't klong in Canada as much u Jm do, or 
anywhereclsetheychametogo. ThrtLthethingthat1thinltisworth~ting(fo?]. 
But we are..- being distmkd by it and 1 think this is why 1 said 1 a&d out with being 
anti-Zionist. 1 like the Zionist mission but not if it's 6oîng to k in krmd of the idea of 
having a homdand. Evc~ybody has to have a place whac thcy crn di borne right but 
r d  like to be able to move where Pm not c & d  to our homes like they're j.ils brd 
k.* 

Suih interjeetad, "You a n  ch- to be a Jew but ...yo u'rc stiü vuinmbk to mti- 

Semitïsm (and] ... You cm still k subjected to, you cm still be a d m  by a Nazi-" 

Warren replied, "And that will be whether there is or [then] isn't an M..." 



"By a dictatoc You can di k wipd aut. You and your people can stül k 

wiped out." 

Wuren= T o u  know what, that's ûue but at the-" 

Su3i: "At the whim of some mckpot..." 

Anti-Semithm is just one fam of ncisrn. Wlut rm saying is thit rawm wiii h y s  k 
h m . - b m m c d ~ i c t w h c l h a ~ b r n I i n d o r n o t  Myoonamirthatthac 
ihoddbcLarditudmycmdnn~(bafaca(Mp~pkbdmciia#~m~ 
thrit is mon mtnctive than 1 would like it ta ûe, The neim wiii ... Jways be there 
but it rhwldn't k the force that it is and to mciny people, even jews, the idea of a 
P a k i n b  th te  thy uy 'Akght, h t ' s  a p k  la the h b s ,  g& Ct out of bnd 
put them into Paicdine' [and there] that goa *in. ïhe whdc- whetha you're Jcwish 
Pd-, ... k h .  Scatti~h whateva. Yes, you got your homdriid - p u  g d  

SmUuid, you got Muid and we a n  d üve in peae togctha in M.nd or w h m v a  - 
but you still un go mywhere. The lrirh and Scots eune to M a  and prcmped h a c  
and t h q  klong hem men though Uwy cm still Eal Uut Scr,tluid is t k i r  homeland. 

Sadv "Thats why 1 think Israel has to exist." 

Wamm Wd I'm not denying that, I said ya, but not to say that its got to be ri j d  for 

us." 

T k ~ h  Urir d-oris, Suah and Wurni  d i s ag rd  o v a  huidmental issues that 1 heard 

regdady debated among Jews in diaspora: to what degrec mu& the Jms' place k defined by. a 

confincd to, the texritory of IsrwL Sarah's km was palpable. She h d  not been t a i d  in a Zionist 

hauchold, s k  had not bca p u t i d u l y  active in any ZioNst organisations ud had kan an 

educator within Rcform setüngs. In 0 t h  woidr. hem w u  not an extmnist's po6ition by ury 

stretch of the imagination. Yet, for Sarah, history teaches that the jews are cndangered, and rny 

tnisting relationships with non-Jews are difficuit for her to imagine Warren, on the othm W. 

had gone r, fu as to 'normalise' anti5emitian by placing it within the spctnmi of n à r m  nthts 

Uun imbuuig it with rome uniquc sigxüficance for the Jeus' apcrience of the wodd. Whik crdi 

desired an Istrd for the Jews, for Sarah such a state is fundamental to Jewd suivival whïk foc 

Warren it is one of a number of g v a p h i c  places the J&ws ua dlm a a h t  to live in. In hd. 



t h e  is oniy one *pl.&' for the Jews, thic could k as dangaou. as hving no place fa h m .  He 

.Lo the d u y r  nich assumptions poa for the Pdcbtinirns, w o y i i y  ba t  if the h i c  

of laignhg popk to a p h œ  is playcd o u t  Unn the P d e s t i n i . ~  d d  k movd to a future 

"F'de8tini.n state*" Warren felt the Pdestiniurs have as much right ta continue to live in Israel as 

he hu the right to chooge rot to üve in b l .  Of comte? the hct h t  Paiestinians cannot ch0059 

where they mi6ht iike to hve wur not at hue  hem 

Asked if tours to Israel were a means of maintahhg North Amerian Jews' identity 

aend young people to k w l -  Thy urd to work on a kibbutz k i t  m w  they jud p 
ara th- and mayk hdp a i t  in Un fields but they get to luwm 0th- bncü kids and 1 
Uunk it's a good crrprienœ. It's dwgn good b k m  how o k  people - in o h  parts 
of the world live. 

The faet that Srah did not describe israel as a puticululy spgrl place br Jewish youths to 

h a d  to aught  me by surprise particularly because h a  cuüer statements were about the 

uniquenam of Isnd and the n d  br Jews to provide s p c i i l  support to the date. 

Thc mk of the Orthodox rabbinate authoritks and in puticuiar lbcir powa ta decide 

"who is a Jew" dominated the mt of our discussion that &y. W u r m  and Suih both expnsscd a 

peat d a 1  of uya on this issue. It w.r &O fairly appuait  that they h d  crdi thought about 

how this issue thcm per#mdy. At one point Wurm acgued th&: 

thece's a lot of incaisgtencies ud pmbhnr within tk hW& v*w of what L l JCW. 
And it [docsn't] fit in the modem worid, [or] ... the... politid cerlities in Ianl r i e t  
now. For instance, one of my rons rnarrieâ a Japanese girl, [and) they've got two 
duldren, Supporiag they cegded t h d v e s  as Jnm and ."Uy nuowed Jmi.h 
practiccs... The boy had, the circumcïsion, and m~~osing  even that th9 were 
brought up as Jewish, Beauae the mother h d  aot cmverted aca3rdin6 to klrdp... 
they would not k acccpted as jews. h t  if it w.r one of my dnghtcn who m d  a 
CcaCik -mdthyhdd iüdr rnud~hcdr rnda l l cd thyw~J~h . thywodd  
still k Jcws ... Right mw, the Orthodox rdua to auminc it. J v e n  mongit the 
Rabbis thece d d n ' t  k a unuùmous rgmcmcnt of w h ~ t  kPtrcira msrns md how it's to 
k applied and yet they don't want to apply it in a wy... which- unites (he 
ppk- So 1 thid what they d now ia to have iomcbody wrik a new 



Wuren wanteâ me to understuid the inrtiondity of the current Orthodox position, h m  his 

pointofview. InthepioorktoudKdonthc~hirrd~dücmnu-onwhatbrsirira~ 

to be denned: nation, culhur, religion? As mudi as S;mh and Wamen mxognid that t h e  

teligious l m  affect them as Jews living outside of kael, neither Mt that they had rny business 

ùitcrfaùig in Isnel's governance beause they did not pay taxes and did not have a right to vote 

there. Though powakse to do anything about it, they both womcd that brael's policies would 

continue to have an effect on theh own lives and the lives of their loved ones. 

To Wrnni  and Surh, the Orthodox ut simply fan~tics who cxpmss rdigious p i o n s  

th.t have kd to unfair policice ad, in the a-, the murda of one of b m l ' a  Rime Mùiisters. 

There w r  no mcopiüon of the Orkdox' rrügous attrdiment to the Lnd a th& idealisation d 

kae l  as a sacreci space For W u n n  and Surh, b e l  is a dernacratic rnd d u  state thmataicd 

With respect to the Oslo Pace  Accords, Warren said he Mt thrt both sides have to 

ded with extremists and the temwists... . That to me is the key. 1 thinlc the land issues 
are subordhate. I think the land issues and money issues can be resolwd but the 
problems like h m  my experience in labour reiaüons the ideolqies are the problems. ... The seurity problem is how to ded with the &es, that's what it is. 

Ever the Iabwr negotiator, W u m i  suggested that the issue is simply one of reconcili.tion. While 

Warren setmecl to ôe suggesting that al! the issues could ôe r~901ved through negotiations, he did 

not seem to recogniae that taking the land issue off the table shifts the bilance of the negotiations 

to one stridly fnmed by isradi i n t d s ,  br the Pllestinian contlicî is -y about th* right 

to land. Wuicn aaned to suggest ideolqical differences are at the toot d the confiid, but it 

was not c leu  what ideologid problems could be resolved without a b  dealhg with the land 

issue, especidy land that bile1 daims as uniquely its own. 

W u t m  and Suah were both cornmitteci to the exidence and stren@h af b l  and have 

hterpreted its place in the wodd through Oieir own experienccs of mti-semitism and mernoch 

of the Hdouust. Foc S a d ,  fsnd is a place d cefuse, a place of history? and a place that evay 

Jeu should bath sakgtaud and fcel proud of. In het own way, çurih q @ e d  thrt I s rd  is not 



. . .  discnmriution and hatreâ t o w d s  the Jews. 

W u n n  norrmlistd the jews' erperiaice of anti-Seaiitism, ampuin6 it at one point to 

another fonn of naSm, cm the one hmd, whiie on the other hand, he p l a d  Israel at the centre as 

a unique mode1 of the Jewd amtributions b the wald. For Warren, lsnd could becorne a light 

unto dl nations" and thoryh he did rrcogiiec other üghts, thy were romdum lem bcight. For 

both Wurrn and s.nh Inrd is a n a t i d y  d u  nther than a particuldy celigious or s a d  

The intaview with h n  wis conducted on a bright w u m  diy whüc ritting on a dodr 

on the Red S a  in fmnt of our hotel. It wrs out list dry on the tour together and 1 wra 

particuluiy exQted w k n  Auon pnted me an interview. He seemed very engqed by the tour 

pmwntations and events and quite thrilled to be in W. He was rlso willlly to challenge Amie 

the tour guide on the israel ûevelopment Fund tour on a couple of occasions (see Tourist 

Resistance above). And he rivdled me in documeenting the tour by taking hundreds of 

photograp hs. 

Aaron had emigrated from Lmdon, England to Canada "ifter bving sucvived the b k  

md the bombing of London in the W d  Aaron's fust trip to Ismd w u  in 1957 when he had 

rrpesented Canada in the F i  Macçibbea -a form of "Jcwùh Olympien held m d y  in h d .  

He said of his 1998 trip: Tt's kcn mlzing. It's hard to recoilect what type of dcpnt+d phce 

h e l  was 41 yeus ago, in my eyes.* 

After 1 asked Aamn what had tied him to Israel, at ûrst he srid: You're asking very 

etnotional questions.ms Whm 1 advised Aamn that he was under no pressure to answu anythin6 

he was uncomfortrble with, he said: 



No. 1 would u y  it stems h m  r edy  the Hdocaust. 1 was 12 at the strt O€ the W u  and 
1 have vivid, vivid mcmories of pictures d the u m p  piated in the Eaylish mwwpa. 
That w.r j u d  haitcendins they are prhted on my mind, [and] n v a  go nvay. 1 tkinl< 
r edy  that's what led me to ...mJiy lean t o w d s  h l .  1 w d d  say U t  I'm not a 
tcligious Jeu, rrn Jewhh and FU dcimd my Jewish rights. 1 don't go to Synagogue 
evay Sturday ... rm not that nügious, d l h a y h  1 mme d y  fron a vy -0- 
€&y badc in England w h m  we urd b w d k m  Suturdaye and 1 eouldn't use the 
scisaors Fciday night. 1 wodd h y s  end up piiyuig dKa with my father Fndq  
night. But now, of it's r littk bit diti#ent. ïhere rire 111 sorts of fds .  

But I'm not, well we're not redy thrt relighas but, you how,  we do 
be4ieve in the date of Israel, nim's no question .bout it. .."[I)t9s just a beautiful date. 
To see what they've done is unbekablc  ... 1 lhink a bt more people s h d d  coaie and 
see what IB.d hm done to i t d t  the way it has nude oh. ûeautiful p v c s  out of 
desert.... Onuyleyoulwkrt~p*8idiitydddaat.ndy~ihunuaadthe 
0th- wiy and you've p t  beautifd building4 [ w d  auybe] noé kutiful but at le-t a 
iiveable situation. 

memaries of the Uruga d the Holmust. He had witneSBed the -es in the s h t e  d Iiml and 

c o n s i d 4  the transformation, putieulirly in the desert, to have been an impmsive 

1 expected Auon would repeat the narrative of the Negegs d d o p m e n t  when 1 asked 

him to r d &  on the tour and what he had Ieameâ, but Auon surprised me and said: 

-. 1 only had one genecalisition of, the whole world [and that) is man's i n h d t y  to 
man. This is ruiiiy what the whole story's about. It's tcying to iive in peau and kt 
people do their own thing. 

Aaron's statement "man's uihumanity to man" to d d b e  what he leuned on tour, suggestd to 

me thrt he did not s e  the wodd in Zionist tems which partieuluises the J m d  condition and 

prosents th& history as r condition of "mm's" (sic) inhumanity towuds d Je- N e w ,  

when asked how important I d  is to North American Jews8 Auon Wd: 

Well [it's] very important.. ,[I]t*s basically out land- [O]ne of the thùigs thrt 1 found 
very uitetestirig 41 yeus ago, what 1 eouldn't believe and what made me ... fatl at 
home w u  the fad thrt cvnywhere t tumed - like the mUd in tht hotd was Jeuish the 
taxi driva was Jewish, the writrcs was Jewïsh, even the lady of the ~ g h t  strndiiy on 
the street in Didcngoff in Td Aviv wrs Jewish - ... 1 d d n ' t  get 4 to it. It is very 
sa-g fcclUIg beause 1 grew up in Englurd and,. t h e  was a loto€ mti-Seanitimn 
them. 1 kit it in schod. 1 came acmss it fitst-band and just malid Uut 'Hey, it'r us 
done  dcnost, drtunately,' and that*s whrt 1 W. 



For Auon as for others, bnd was to be debrated as the Jews' homehd. But Auon's 6nd 

reluctantly accepting or conceding üut the JCWb lud not h v e â  to an empty land and they were 

not aione in Isrrel; there had been other people there as well. This was an "unfortunate" 

cimumtanœ, howewr, b u s e  it had troubled the mlationships ùetwecn the Jews and the 

others. What had begun as the Zionist narrative of r uniqueiy Jewish homeluid tumed into a 

description that included the fact that the Jews wae not in faet 'aionen der  A. 

Another reading would h r w  it that hr wau reacctiry on how it was that the Jews, once 

they esbblished th& pnecnœ in kd, found Oiansclvea dane ud ha* to d e h d  

themdves o n e  mate, 

about the dangers of aoming on the tour at the height of the latest US.-Iraq showdown, he 

have done since 1991. Hae was what h m n  had to say on the h q i  situation: 

1 don't trust Saddam. 1 think he's just another Hitler and ... whar 1 was 12 yeus old, FU 
never forget Neville ChamMain conhg home, off the phne from Munich, in 
his hand, w.ving a piece of paper T e e  in our T ' i œ  and I think the vcry next day 
Hitler walked Uito Caedidovakia. And you an't kt r m d m m  have bidogicd 
wuface type of chernicrls, e t c  and anthrax. f mean if r man lPlbr his own Kurds in his 
own country ., what un you think? It'a bke Chirtim, the Cuudiui Prime Minister 
ordering ali ïndiuis to be killed in Curada. Simc thing brrsiidy. 1 don't know what 
you think but ... we have our own probkms with the indiam in Canada. It's a difficult 
problem* 

interprettd the unstable "p.ce?' and '''ee~l~" agmments that the UN h d  s@ned with b q .  

Netanyahu's position that iraq's leader was an untrustworOiy "pc- pfhd' because he ww 1 

dictator had oôviousty resonateâ for Auon. But in an interestin6 way, Auon had llso shifteû 

separatist and nltionllist problem the Kurâs pmsented to the Inqb w.s i n d d  a "difficuit 



Auon fdt that the toufs w a e  a " g a t  wry' to leam .bout lrrad because they tdl of 

'the mysticiem of d country [which] t fascinaüng 'cause it is a mystic place.' When 1 asked 

Auon what he meant by "mystic: he Wd: 

WeU beuuse d the background. From day one, you'ie in a country w h m  it di started 
at, the old Bible, the New Testament and 1 remember the first thne 1 clme here, we 
visited Nazareth and thît was unbelievable. 

When I rsked Auon what had been so 'unbeliwablea about Nazareth he said "the caves." The 

œuvesm .rr r of Chrishn sites, induding the Crotto d the Annunciation where it is 

daimcd that the Atctungel G-1 bld Muy rhe would give birth to the "am of Cod;" and a 

aypt  at St. Joueph's Church said to be Joseph's shop. Aaron was dedy uptivrted by bibliul 

histoy - kith JewiSh and Christian. It was as though the m a t i v e s  and the îand had somehow 

aptured motha  time for Aaron -a üme that was spintiully and historicdy important. This is 

what made k a e l  "mysticai." 

Auon, while seemingly engaged by the politid issues on the tour - he h d  dter ail 

asked questions about braeli d e m e n t  poliaes d Castel (see above) - was surprisingly 

u n i n f d  whm 1 r s k d  him about the signing of the Oslo Accords. At k t  he .ekd when 

they were s i g d  and oniy aftet 1 had piompteâ hirn with "Remembet the famous hartdshake" 

did he rsk  "What with Arafat?" to which 1 responded, "Yes." At that point, he ptoceeded to 

desCnk what he had klt  r t  the time: 

1 think scepticd . . . (and J, respd[€ul]- [Il t's a probkm. You know the mandate of the 
PL0 at that time was to drive Israel into the sea. 1 dcm't think t h t  mandate's been 
chmgcd if 1 tecollect, h a  it? 

Auon was sceptid because he did not trust the Pdestuiians who had not yet dedt 6th what he 

cllkd their "mandate" meuiing their revolutionay chutet, also known as the Covenant. Still 

his atended to the israelis fbr atkmpting r solution, k when 1 d e d  him if he w u  

"hopeful at aii?" Auon shifted his position. He said: 



fnrm the Fvst W d d  Wu, where 1 loet two uncies: ... thy srid thy shouid put dl the 
pditichns in 8 fidd bgethez and let then it a i t  thunselves, ud thds about the 

of it. m i e ]  in [t]he g n a d  pubiic think have any uiimoeity towards 
the otha. 1 man, y& Pdestiniur, - W- 1 don't 6al m y  urimaity t o w d s  you. ... YouVre a bweetheut of a girl. ...No reWB 1 think it*s rididous. As, rve rlwaya said 
a d  1 repeat it, mm's inhumanity to man is j u t  one d the tragedies of the whok world. 
When p u  eee what's goin6 on everywhac; othcr countriesB this is just ridiculous... 
niygetdworlredup. 

Aaron's univerdistic, hummistic and generdy apoliticd sensibilities Uiionned his position on 

the Peace process. While fot ways in which "the people" generdy get dong together, 

he did not sec the exploitation of amne (e.8.. the Pdesinuns) but he did eee the humanity of di. 

For Amon, it wm the p d j t t i w  who are the main obtades b peacc; thy in- in the lives of 

people who would othecwbe work well together. And again it WM aigni6-t that Auon ated 

the Paiestinun's contmvemiai chuter and yct he did not descriùe the conflict in tecms of m 

etemai Mimosity .mon6 the peoples in the rcgion. He did not choose to sp#LL in dpolitick or 

security terms. While his was perhaps a naive prspective on  the rehtionship between 

Pdestuiims and Israeiis, since he did not ruse  the issue d the p w e r  ÜnbPIance between the two 

p u p s ,  or the issues of Luid and refugees, his humuùsm led him to some fairly radical poeitions. 

When neu the end of the i n t e ,  I rsked Auon if he had cvet c o n s i d d  living in 

israel, he said cmiy that 41 ycus e u ü a  he had km tempteâ to come and lin in ismd by -a 

gorgeous Israeli girl" but that since t k  

Pve enpyd the materiai things Pve had in Canada. M y  Jate unde Wd mme over [to 
Çuuda] when 1 was living in England, [He wrs] thinlsing the stxeets are p d  with 
gold and rve kcn kaking fix th& gold ever sine! 

Auon did not ttem at aU conaictd about his choie to runain and mr)tl a lik for himself in 

Canada Auon's attitude toward Israel is to k pratd of its a d u o w s i h  but not particulady 

wotned about its hatuce. And though he envisions I s d  as the Jews' ancestral iand, and 

attributes its achievcmcnts to the Jd devebpment of the land, it semm th& Aarcm reqmbes  

that 0th- have histories and l i ~  within that rinc M and that he might consider the 

possibiiitjes Eor shring i t  He did not discuss the issues in politid t- he simply wmted 

p.ac a d  k was mt intaestcd in what rcmed to hin ta k nm pditïdiydrivai and 



parochial issues nther than g W  humanitarian p ~ a p l e s  guiding the poütiQIM on both 

sides. 

Myrna, Wmen and Suah, and Avon had each selected and ~ i s t e d  Zionist ~ a t i v e s  

of I s r d .  Each of them was proud d kael's accomplishment though they ditfemi Ur th& 

emphases- Only Surh expressed any y i l t  h t  in d e r  that she may have a d e  h m  should 

she need one in the future, is~enelis must make the sacrifice on het behllf. AU had gterit cozicem 

fot Israeh democncy and d t y ,  but none of them msoded to milittaristic or territocialist 

arguments for sccucity oc q a t  o t k  "undcm~cntid" mghbours. niy i m q h d  lsml as 

th& meestrd homaluid and a place of pride for what Isrreli-Jtws, theh national kin, had 

rccompiished there. 



Li this diapter, 1 explore the meanings d lnrd with th- who Uiitidy havelled t h e  

during hael's euphoric yeus after its victory in the Six Day Wu. 

Mulene's grandfatkm came to AWK. hom îiœ Ulrnine and d e d  in a mid-AUantic 

aty on the US. M in the euly 1900s. EIdi d h a  parents was ban Ji- Mace euh d 

th& respective fathers lcft lor h d c a  and the f d y  ceunion ia both had been delyed by îhe 

Russian Revolution and the Fùst World W u .  üoth families were "anti1rehgiou8~ one for radiai 

poütial reasons* the 0th- fbt teasons u d a t e d  to pditics. MuLn grew up in whit she c d e d  

a "radid household," expliining that her grandfathers and h o  parents h d  once km 

Gmmunists. They had shifted their positions somewhat dtuïng the 19Ws due in part to "seeing 

through the l a D  of bmmunism and to witnessing the râse of the McCuthy a in th United 

States. Mular recounted how a much-kloved friend a d  physiaan who h d  beem a m e m k  of 

the Communirt Pasty had died a h i c e n  and destroyd mm mon iAa McCuthyism Iud begun- 

Mulene's pulents bcume 'vy invohd' in israel-dated acüvities in the bte 19Wr and d y  

1Ws. Her father beume a leader of one of North American Jewry's rnoet prominent community 

or6anisations. She described herself as a "nondbsmrant Jcw" whoae "seme of Je idaitity ... 
has boat ndhing if not nothing to do with religion" adding Uut her "identity as a aeaak Jeu 

(and]... Jewish iden tity" are "very important" to her. 

While on tour, Mufene and 1 would o€ten chat and eat our merls wether. 1 amdurttd 

a formai in- with her on out lad  day in Israe!, though we h d  an opprohrnity to meet 

again bter at her home. Though she had described hcrsdf as a dinid d worke? when we 

ani met, whilc at her home 1 h n d  that she was .la0 vy invoIved with devdoping p d c  and 

mmmunity mental hdth pmgrrimma and uaaincnt  khaiqw la imdeqrivikged chi lhm 



in the iMCI aty schoois in h a  area. She was a h  vcrg amunitted to Jewish community 

orguiisritioris; for example she w u  a luy putiapant in a $13 million fundraising ampaign to 

rrhubish the l d  Jewish Community Centre. She was so pmud of thh accompiishment that she 

bok me for a taa of the grand building and 1 later rrhvned to attend a lecture on Jerusalem's 

future in the Centre's nw library-lecture h d .  Mulene llro sent me a newsletter h m  a Jcwish 

Feminist o c g ~ u t i o n  in the Ukraine. Cieuly a woman ~ommitted to socid justice, M u l m  had 

come on the IQF tour apecting to meet üke-mindeâ people and to examine the pmpcts she 

1 met Mukn on what she thought was probably her fiftmth tnp to M. She had 

h t  tnvclled to I d  in 1972 in order to "sec Isrrel, to cxpaience Israelw and had 'hund it 

tremendody a a t i n g  ... d g  d l  the places that I'd only heud and cead about." After h a  first 

trip she had been "exciteci enoughm to get involved for the next few yeus with the Israeli 

E m b q .  Her famiiy's involvement in the Jewish community had made that easy for her. 

When 1 rpoke to her about israel and the mle it might play for North American Jews she 

had this to say: 

...J thLilr [ I d  is] very important if one charcr it to k important. 1 lhinlr i b  
possible to be a North American Jew and not be deeply involved in Istd 1 suppose, 
Tlut's just not w h m  1 corne h m .  Thae are many parts d the North AmaKan Jwbh 
community that don't appeal to me at dl. 

For Mulene, North Ameticui Jews do not have a duty to identify with Isrrel. It is a choie thy 

make and it was a choice she had made. She also pointed out that the communitfs interesta are 

diverse and thrt not rll Jewish community interests were n d y  in her interest to support. 

When we later d iscusd what lsrael had meant to her as a Jew, she said: 

,. it's not really possible to separate it as a Jew fiom rs a pcrson and bt me an 
important point. ,.. [M]y first trip to Imel in '7L. was a d turn on. I mern it wrs 
very, v#y aa t ing  to sce this new country becliuee it wm aill vay new at k t  point 
ud things that w a e  k i n g  created and beautifuî thinp that aisted and people who 
were monstniciing lives and funilies and so on... But .fdet ht, my mxt trip 1D I s r d  
was 1WX. very soon after I had keome sepamteâ and d i d  and, br the first 
timc,.. 1 was on m y  own, l i t d l y  fot the k t  time in my So the exritement d that 
m m h w  becune co-mingled with the exatement of the ind dence here. f made a 
M d identification that w y  which is not iiteraüy Jnnih, ~ c e t i c r l l y  I suppose 1 
cwld have gant through that devdopment tqudy aommhere dse but 1 w d t  drawn 
todoio, M . y k t h i s k l t & u i s o m e p s y d K , ~ c r l ~ o f ~ n d p h y d d ~ -  1 



Madene wmted me to kmw r t  the outset h t  being Jeuish should m t  set her rpart in her 

identification to or with f s r d  This theme r d  in di of my conversations with Mulene. It 

seemed she wanted me to kxtow that her reiationship ta Israei wm less "nation.liaicaUy" 

onsited thui might have been expeeted of mmcone who had had such long tam assoaations 

with IstreL M h c  deckd  on i s d  as a safe, secure spacq even for r wonun done. Her 

identification with Isrd w u  rlmast as a eocom-üke œtüng which ww inkmthg for in 

ami, btnl was qmœnted as a danpuus place. In Mukne's crrse, i s r d  wrs cnvisioned in 

terxns one might use to des& "home" or the a)LnfDrts of one's home. 

Whm we 1iUpd about the sigrin6 of the Odo Peaœ Accords, Mulene s d e d  and told 

me that she had kai 'vety aated .  I was cm the White House lawn .... Oh it was thnUing 

absaluteiy thrilling." A mail pene group that brings Jewiish and Atrb diildren and teem 

together lot aimmer camp hrd invited Mulene, as one of their supporters, to the 1993 s i m g  

cletemony at the White Hoam Iawn. She d d  she had kai "deiighteâ" to sec "... a whole of 

theV kids, twenty-fivc or so werc on the White House hm ,. " and that she iud "a pichare of 

them with M t . "  As she spoke about this event, Mulene's entire dememut dungeâ. She 

becune more m h a t e d  and mniled as she told me just how pmud the hrd kcn to witn- the 

signing. ïhe faet that she kept r photo of Arafat and the chiidrar signakâ hcr openn- to the 

peace-building proccsb. 1 suspect that most of the p p l e  1 met on tout would have preferced a 

picture with W n .  Sü1) Mukm said she felt "rclsoiubly cyxûcril" and criutioned Uut 

When 1 rskeû h u  what the "it" was shc said: "Wdl, Pace hm keame a word t h Y s  ambiguid 

(sic). S r n e  kind of ...(p]eacchrl coexistence, mmc kind of ability to livc side by aide in di the 



eome of Uwr people to fed dmid fot th- who might be &&ed by these changer and yet 

distant enocah h m  th& perceptions of Is-1 to k able 0 urn how such changes might .&rt 

them. W e  ta lkd about some of îhese changes and d t e d  iseues throughwt the tour and then 

again at her home. Our conversations b m d  to a large extent on h a  aiticism of the 

"Jewishnd of Lrrel or the exclusivity of an Isml as a &te kt Jews. Muiene often aiticised 

0th- tour putiapuits for holding onto thb id- of Ismel. When 1 asked her to elabrate on 

Ycs, 1 meut I don't know that 1 crn undcrstuid individual by individuai but... U you 
rraPIwuCclliiyyouiboutmymo~whobud~gcnuinly~hiaiutcd 
background poütidy and, who stiîi mmas d o m  to tk point d uying ,Oh my Cod 
we've got to malce sure it remains r J d h  stite? So yes 1 do understuid the d.im to 
that and what 1 imagine to be the terroc, and t h t  rmy not k too strong, the tamr J the 
contanpIrtion thit they're goin6 to wake up one day and it's no longer going to be a 
jewbh date. Not because they have any id- about whrt h t ' 8  @y goiiy to k lilo 
but it's a perception. Ites i m d  exprience of huge 1 0 s ~ .  whetha or not it would 
actudy work out that wry. 

While aiticai of any position that assumed Israel's primuy &tus was as the Jewd date, Mulene 

is dose enough to cr>mmunity activists - even radical activists - to know h t  this fwndation, if 

and when it shiitb, couid k experienced as "t& and e q e r k n d  as "bse. m e  people 

who held such positions fnistrated her, she was empathic and u n d e r s t d  theh feu. 

When I rsked her to tell me just what she thought w.s the "Jewinh charader of the 

Wd, when you by k tdk about the charader of r @tate or r an~tcy or a c i . . .  yod= 
tdking about the avowed v d u e ~  vcrs\w the actud d t b .  Suddedy the awwed 
ducs  i h t  d d  up to the Jewish chmeter in thp phce are abut roci.l Wce, [ad] 
dernocracyu. So 1 un say that one of the important aspects of [this drtc'r) ch.nctcr is 
demoaaq even though you and 1 and a b t  of 0th- le b w  that there are uuny 
wdcmocntic if not non-demaritic things Uut h a p z h  hml] JI the W 

Thus wMe noting 4h.t Ole "charader" of any stak is ideaiïaed nther thrn a mpmmtritkm d 

reaüty, Mukne's own cynicism about other Jcws in diaspora had sept into the conversaticm. 

She fdt that beause the ICSF tour had npresentted i s r d  as a dernoentic date, apcci.lly in our 

meüngs with bmdâ hunun righb Lwyem,, pumdbts, and kminb& that "auddenly" Jtws wha 



hd for so long d-beâ L n 1  as a Jewish thte, w a a  mw d e k g  it as a demoaatic shte. 

The dernodatic naîure of the date was in this way mmâated with the Jewish c h a c t e r  of the 

strte, M a y  on tout w a t  thesefore taking for v t e d  the democratic nature of the date rather 

thm crïticrliy atploring to what degree isrd was demoeratic at 111. 

One of the moet "cmotionaim moments on the tour for Mulene occurred when we went 

to the Bedouin couununity and met with H.nul She srid: 

I've visittd eome Bedouùis in the d e s d  but not since they have beoome gentrified. But 
1 mess it wrs when Hanan was taiking about how her father and others kept mying she 
waslikeimutlike.muiwhenwh.ttheyd#rl mcuitwasmYouueaompetentm, 
~ou'regdatsomdhing'udthatruydkin 1 sofpemonalbeltsfcmneinmy 
datiaubip with my own fatha and dha peapk abait u(icul.tcrms, dcvcmar, 
qui&-wittedncss and many &a thllys [wdmcn ucn't] dumed [to posms as 
womcn]. So 1 mnember teuing up a coupie timcs over that. I dm, 1 mean I bved just 
the Bedouin cxpericnce sort of neparate Iroai that. 

Mulene's tie to Hanan wrs a hut ist  onc; she identifid with Hanan's struggle primady in 

tenns of her own resistame to patriarchd authority. 

Mdene said she had been saddeneâ by the tour because she had not "connectedm with 

others in a way that she had hoped. She had expected to m& Weminded" people and felt that 

M e a d  thy w m  more "tid to the status quo ., of what k a d  is, of what Lml s h d d  k. of 

what their Iives shodd k.,' For exampk, s k  Mt th& tefîdions on the powa d the Ultra- 

Orthodox in Jasusalem wrs disingenuais, simply "inteUectuai., b a u s e ]  it doesn't infiurne 

anything about theit dgious affiliations." For Mulene, r d u  Jew, the other practising Jews 

on the bus had no right to condemn the Orthodox. Since îhq too are religiou~, for M W ,  thar 

is no mcMindful distinction ta k made ammg them. 

This conversation led us to speak more &out Jerudem. When 1 isked Mulene to 

descfibe Jenisrlem for me she said 

A hideout... It îs a hideout for, rnd it's nther stroiig- IOr the d i g b s  Jews who want 
to k on top d a  mauihin, who w a t  to tccp the wodd the way thcy want it to be, who 
do not want to nulrc room in th& lives cm Likdy, physiully, make m m  for anythhg 
dlfknnt... I have no desire to [return to Jecudcm], W h a ~  we teeched Tel Aviv 1 
breathed a sigh of relief... (I]t is the scculu city and it's wheze the action is. 



Markne's desuiption of J d e m  was ciaustrophobic and this is due in no srnail measam to her 

perception d the control the <Mhodox have o v a  the City. S& Edt no sentimentai tie to the place 

at ail. Mutene expremd no connection to Jenisrlem's history or the Jewd history in the City 

eitha. For Mulene, it was in the rmlir space of Td Aviv that she Mt the sense of freedom and 

independence that she mwt identifiecl with kael. 

Mulene and 1 dm hrd an opportunity to discuss her contact with other Araôs and her 

expomre to theu pempecüves on b e l .  She told me that indeeà she had a very ci- firiend who 

bounduics. It is not mqrisbg that she never did ask this qucaion, Shc said thrt in g c n d  

the way 1 get uound di this sticky-widty pub... and thb ir no( jud gc(tin6 m d  [the 
issuel is eimply to say that there oiyht to k a compurbk Law of Retum lor the 
Pdestjniam, nther than debathg is these such a thiq as a Law of Rdum oc ihould 
therebe. 

Mulene had been engageâ in conversation with aome of the most e~llbvemid issues k i n g  

Isnelis in her dimusions with Ar& and Pdestinims. She slid she klicvtd thae iu rn 

imbalance between the puties and that contiol ove? cesources is llso an issue. But nther thm 

simply debaüng the mcrits of one's right ovcr rnothds, she klt th% in orda to "ri~ht  the 

balance" h e 1  give "compurrbk" rights to the Pdc61Uuurs. Mukne thus w t e d  k t  the 

mot of the codid khween Israei and Palestine is d.ted, to soute d m  to the inabibty of wme 

Palestinians to "retum" to Oieir homes. SuggcJtuig a "comparable" h w  of Return for the 

Palestinians was at once a radical dkaming of the issue as well as a reconsidention of the d e  

that f s r d  might continue to play in Jews' Iives. For to propoec r PaksChh "returnlil shifts my 

future of the Jews' uretum" h m  one baseâ on a Zionist h n h 6  of dexnption md 

d a m a t i o n  to one b d  on atiaenship and human rights. Frtrthermoce, she suggcsteâ that the 

return of the Pdcstinians was aiso a matter to be mlvd by the more " n o W  politics of 



poasibilities for peaœ in terms of "righting the bdmœ" nther than in such red-politic tama as 

"sCCUIjtyœ or œ ~ ~ a t i ~ n "  As committtd as Mukne was to the Israeli Strte, it was a seeuh and 

b i d t u n l  future that she envisioned. 

Fmm di thit Mariene d d b e d ,  it was apparent that she had not only been aposed to 

difkrent perspectives on israei, she had rlso intemrliscd an adtemative" Isnel. Mulene's 

willingness to puüapate in discussions rbut such dtenutives indiuted to me ttut while Israel 

is important to her, she did not necessuily saailise its temttory. Despite h a  long history and 

# atbdimait t0 kd, h d d ~ n ~  bnmd kcn 8mChd t0 its " ~ W U S  ~ t O & h S ~ ~  & 

d m a t  engaged with prinapks of ni.kiiy it r jwt, dameratic and accuh date repmam(.tive 

ddofitscitizms. 

&&!ne in auny ways mrempiifies 8 womrn whoee telrtidnship (0 kd is cmotioiul 

and prsonril but dao vcy politid. Ha mnmitments to d jwüœ w a t  d d e d  in h a  

enga6cmcnts with the vuy dilemmas that muiy rmtlir and ''pqmmive" Jews identiryins with 

kae l  have been fomd to face. It was deu that she was diaurt from the strie@ 'nrtionrlisticœ 

perspective on IsrreL and that she teflected a d d l y  on what she paaeivd as problematic 

poeitions of a state that daims to be both Jewish and dcmocntic 

L m  

After about a year a so of meeting at a "Jewish hindiD" at a restaurant in the Mer 
metropolitm centre whece 1 conducted some of my reseuch, one of the group memkrs 

approached to rok me for an interview. 1 was very p l d  ud we ammgcd to amduct the 

interview after one of the lunches. As kitchen workers and waiters p d  back and forth 

deuing tables and m g  others, we "set up shop." It was quite a üuïii to be doïng this in this 

space for in many ways it had been ttansfonned into a communai 7 0 t h  Ue." 

Lynn, a woman in her forties who had grown up in r priirie province and now l i d  



and worked in an d e r n  metropdiib, had h y s  been CUtious about my work and we had 

devdoped a fiiendly rehtioilship fairly quiûûy. 1 d one of the fb t  thi iys she said to me 

when we met and discovered that 1 was living with a &dent in psychiatry. She said: "My 

condolences" and when 1 askeâ "Oh, why?" she ceplied "For iiving with a psychiatrist." It 

turned out that her spouse was r psychiatrist - and she added, "i h o p  you're not with him for 

the money!" SuMety was the Iast thing 1 could expect when speaking to Lynn and it was r style 

and penonaiity 1 was wry comfortabk with. So 1 crptct+d out intemiew to be lively and 1 was 

not dimppointed, 

Lyxm made her first trip to I s d  in ha teens and her lrst viat had been in 1992. -te 

the fad thrt k p m t s  had no interest in kael, h d  nothing to do with 'Zionia acguljsltiona" 

and had never traded to Isnà, LyM had h y s  felt that she had r 'wry dmng reûtionaiip" 

to h e L  1 fnl that in a way it's r kind of homt rwiy h m  home and 1 fcel that it*s much more 

than a country that 1 visit. Thcrc's a r d  kind of psychic conneetion.* 

Lynn was 16 when she fiiist visited triel with Zionist poupe aithoufi she hrid not 

been a dedicrted p u p  manber. She and two other friends hrd Wed the g m u p  only six months 

"could not stand king put of what Uiqr d e â  'the movanaitn and in fact the d y  rehtionship 1 

hrd to a mowmmt was that we di had diarrhœa dl sumater. Th.t was what 1 thought of as 'the 

movement' f found the idcol- and the rah-rahness actudy cepulsive but we were able to do 

our own thing (once in I s m l  JP Lynn ww no followa and her secure individualisai h d  -cd 

di O€ her amences and interpretations of Isrrcl. 

Once in 1-1, she said that each of the teens was 'adoptedu by a kibbutz family and 

they dl "beclme very connected to the social group themg Thqr .Ise had to "do Gadna in the 

a Lind of p m m y  ap<i*ence and (in ode? to] get - [us b] understand what the umy 
is about and 1 thùik with the idea of making [us] very rah cah about the army. 1 was not 
at rll r d  mh about the army but 1 was vecy nh nh about the soldiers! 



S k  dectcd on what it h d  meant (or h a  as a young woaun to have kft h a  home av whefe 

there were 2û0m Jcws and 1 kmw every one of than and m d y  Jcwish men wece 
nothin6 to Wtite home about. WeU, we luideci in kael and we rll went 'Oh my Cod' 
becriuse it wrs mbnishing that di thcst goqsous yys were Jewish and we just 
couidn't wait to basidy drop our pants. So,. 1 would say it was very much an 
adolescent -ce OK and that as tu as a Jewbh aperience went. The Je-h put 
w u  h o 8 t  negiigible. 

1 would suggest, however, that th was more than a simple "adolescent" exp&enceO for what 

Lynn expreseed here, if mps only sublimuullyf w.s i "Zionistw~ected perception of wedc 

and it quiddy beurne part of her own identification as a Jew. Whcn rhe cetumed to hcr home 

aty, she comported h e d  wîth a greatez amse of d t y  and 'pridd'. 

Kippur War whieh she atprirnced in wh.1 she h d  desuibeâ wm r naive and ideabtic wiy. 

She said 

... for domeone who urne fmn (a Canadian Prairie Qty] wheie nothing d y  
happened, to gomg to the middle of a w u  and r part of thiiys. It was a vcy 
exating process. 1 had no feu  r t  di. 1 did not r e d y  undCIbfind what was going on- 
Fricnds of m i n  w m  wounded and 1 thought that w u  pretty n i t .  

Lynnfs identifiation with ImeI evolved from one of blind support attributed in part to 

w h t  s k  considercd h a  "youth" and naivete to a m<m ait ia i  and mihue persP#tiw on 



in 1979, her 'pgois i  sort of d&ed to d c d w  npiâiy" due in part to the t h t t i o n  

h t  '- people w m  hr ccumoud with tk whok thing. A lot of the KibbutmiL [hcr friends] 

had changed theïr opinion significrintly." 

Another trip 10 israd in 19û9 h 4  ben a d taamhg point for Lym. She had traveüed 

aftn the 'inv~sion of Lebanon" and duting the "imt@&t," and had begun to see 

the inny urd the whole govcniment situation in a much, much different way. People 
who had been tah rah and [who) codddt wait to go into the u m y  [in the p d ]  ... m d y  
fdt it was a duty that they &y couldn't stand." 

As d t  of theee mtp&enccu, she joineâ Peace Now kuu#, aie expiaiad "mod of the pople 

thatIknewthmsuppart+dit and thepeople whodiddtauppatit,1Edt I d  budytdkto. 

Even ha relrtionship to Jemdem had chrngeâ. 

ImeanJenadandychangedforme., ~ t h e p d ] I d i d n o t f d t h . ( t h a a w ~ a  
dangerou pcscnce r t  di within the City. 1 nvcr M t  km kfotr. At this int 1 was 
quite 6eduL- (nK tour organbm] uid we rhodd no( go inin the Uw P" the market] 
b u t ï w m t ~ y w a y b e a ~ 9 ~ ï d y w m t e d  torr[ i t ]  and1 wasvefyupaetbywhtI 
saw beauae ... th- was a rsll cconamK d d i m  that was visible t h  and peapk were 
.Ise suffaing. T b  whde situation wrs r ~ d y  untenable. 

As Lynn's pmptiai d israel change& h a  tnvd arpr*nces and what she "uw" .Ise duryed. 

And whik rhc bec- uit ial  of Israeli governmcnt pdi&u, h u  couunitment to the date 

rermined strong. As she noted, she ch- to support r peace goup that her I s r d  fneiids 

On her most reemt trip to isnel in 199Z L ~ M  had agreed to be a "chapeilone on a 

M u d i  of the Livingg tour which took i p u p  of teenagers to Auschwitz and then 0 Israd. Lynn 

was still vecy angry about her experknce on this tour. She said: 

... 1 redy..Jelt much more disconnected to this idta of a Jewish &te than ever before 
whidi is interestuig because here rd corne back from seeing the Hoioclust and di the 
hamble things that hrd hppened to Jews and thae 1 was in Mc And Ahey took us 
first thing to the Waiiing Wall and 1 kit cxtmndy disconnecttd fiom this whde kind of 
Jcwirhprocessinsomeway. ,.IguasI.LsDreactedtothesameLhiiythatIhd(inthe 
p.rtL I*c thip vecy rd-trhism ( m g  i m p a d  on] the kids. 1 kept trying to put a 
dam- on it and ûyïng to say'weü. kmk rt the teility d the situation.' So it was a 
kînd of k b ü n g  trip lor me in terms of the Ismd put unyway- When people 1.0rcd 
about Isnd uis@ h m  the ashes of the Hoiocaust 1 rediy wanted to uke. 1 tMd to 
k a iûnd of foi1 , to that way d m . ,  niac was a split among d: Meeu. We 
h d R . b b U t - u i d w e h r d - U I ~ ~ w h o , j u s t H t t b . t ~ w c r e ~ h t . n d  
evayonedse was wmng. ...WC hd peopk who 1 thoufit wcm quite cvPt and (who 



said] Pdcstinim d Arabs were tnsh, and thy had no value fw human life and we 
w a e  the good people ud we were the &aen -le -whidi ...i found extremely 
difficult a d  1 did ûy to cowitarict it [bccruae] aome d the kids were qui& smitten wilh 
tiut. ,J sti l l  felt a real connedion with my friends but 1 d d n ' t  wait to get out of the 
whole kael put d the trip and go with my frirnds. 

Lynn was obvîously very mgry at what she perceid to be an oppoctunity taken to exploit the 

Holocaust and prisent Zionist jingoimn to a p u p  of vulnerable teenagers. As she desaibed it, 

this tour h d  ksi used to pmmote an lsrwl she could no longer identify with. She fdt 

eompelled ta renurativise Israel and the conflid with the Palestinhs and Ar.bs in these spaces 

ao that the teat putiapants m@ht gain mother interpretation of the rn- of the p h œ  

Lynn #cm& to have ken ovemrhdmed with the task and had been BO dbtcesd and diomryed 

by what ahe d e d  the rsnel put" of the four -the more i d d o g i d  orhtr t ion of the tour - 
that she could not wait to escape it by phhg k more lilreminded israeli frimds. 

Sht hter addd thrt h u  own atpericnces of kae l  and ber H e  -cc in North 

America had pmmpttd h a  to rethink h a  dationship b Israel. 

.A whrt's inkesting is - and 1 don3 know if its becrwe of my age or bu# of 
the poütid situation -but, 1 have k«rmc mu& more connded to L d  kuuw of 
my own hbtory d pr#wul rdationship there, but mu& more âbconncckd h n  the 
country itstlf. At the aame tirne rve bemm much mon amnedd to Mng JewiA-.. 1 
did not kcomc rtligious but 1 ûeame much more i n t m d  in the n and the 
rituab. ... Im~vedm~da~~hterfmmomH~khoolbrnoOia~~~+]...I 
wanted h a  to h m  more H e k . ,  1 klt Hebmv's the luipage of accese to the 
To nh.... So 1 t h i d  that I'w kcome much more J&wbhly i n v o l d  and mudi k s  h a e l  
involved.., 

With I s d  no kmga the symbol of Jewish continuity for her, Lynn had dccided to "retucn" to 

"Torah," which she desaibed as the embodiment of Jewish cultural hmtage and tradition. 

Lynn suggested v q  e d y  in the interview that israel's offensive milittaq actions had 

&eeted hn perspective on the shte. Her dections on how the confiid in the region was to be 

resolved included the foilowimg: 

1 thinlt t h e  has to be r Jewish homdand but 1 think that the whde mehue ot it has to 
be vay vay différent. ... [M)y views are that theme has to be a kind of just di- 
Th& wuring putia  - and ï'm taking ribout m w  about Jcws and nom-Jews - don't have 
bli)GCa&&bllfthybmtaamcupwithaf.irrndjri61-t- Andifit 
means uaaificing luid- The whok ide& that the lad, the oenipcd tenittoriea h.n to 



k wnkd and the pliaes of the lrrt Govenunent are just rrpuLive to me. b when 1 
aee people who are Jewish adin6 in this way, 1 f d  very disconnected from them. 

Furthennore, Lynn ursoàatd this ùehaviour with the politics and pressures of the Ultra- 

Orthodox. She said: 

... 1 f d  much more comected to the Tonh but 1 fd much kss connected to cedain 
fonns of Judaism. plut 1 feel totd âbmsodation h m  the Ultra Oithodox which 1 did 
not when 1 ûrst got there. When 1 hn t  got there 1 saw wdl  isn't this wniderfd. The)-re 
goïng to keep the Jewish state dive. 1 don't have to keep culture or do uiything... W h t  
now 1 mdly ... vimr them as a much more signifiant emmy to the weU-being of the 
date of Isne!, to the w d - k i i y  of- popk in g d  than in fact 1 w d d  view ... 
cven [Inqb] Sadâun Huseeïn- ïhe mamn m thrt 1 thinltu by th& khrviout, thit 
they have d h c d l t d  ,thattheyhivcdiscnfrtnûüstda~enumkr 

- chc'eT of...Jewiah pcopCc,bothin&drn hucdIjustaethemrshdunentr l idrwb 
ut dangemw like any fund.mcnt&b who ue dqpcms.  T h t  they have a n ü m h  
urdthy'rt~buidthy'~avayduyaourdan~~~trird,~dktiorecapoiicy 
to take .wiy th& power and ... initiative. But it amxw Do me h t  thy've been @en 
monuidm~pow~tuidmorcmdmondamyuidmorrmdmoleuc~kto 
dcdne tven the questions rbout Judaism ... 

Lynn's ch- tehtionship to brad had .bo been dktd by what she saw as the 

undemoartic practiccs of Isrriel's dgious autharities. Isrrel wrs no longer the seculu shte 

Lynn felt she d d  continue to iden* with. Her conœm &out the continuity and survivd of 

the Jewïsh peopk had shifad hm r concem for the date of Isml to a concemm that this abte no 

longer embodied h a  own ide* of j&h practice. For t h e  nrsons, Lynn had tumd to 

practices in diaspora that she felt embodied in the culturd and cornmu4 pnctices of "Tonh" 

Whm we d h m s d  the importance of tours to brd, despite her most recent 

experience, Lynn said that shc still thought they wcrc putidariy important br "briryry youth 

on boad in k r m s  of a jewish identity." Sh+ cxplained: 

1 think that the only way to cement a conncction with h g  Jewish is to visit b e l  even 
with aN of the q a t i v e  things because 1 do thhk that t h e ' s  a kind of suhr, 1 doii't 
lmow how you say it, spirit, that is there h t  y w  can't expeiience in the dirspon. 
What thatgruhais1 t h Ï Ï i t  aill is, numberont,seeingastatewhcrcmostpwpleup 
Jewish. 1 thllik thates a phenomenal acpainiœ for myone who üves in the diwpora 
cspccirJht if they corne from smdk places. 

It seemed thm that istlel is still a place of diffcrence Cor Lynn; she holds on to the Zoniat ~ n s e  of 

the power and dynlmism that the Jews have aeated in a phce of th& own. It is bt this rcr#ni 

that Lynn expresd  #rme dïatres6 that h a  drughtcr showcd na interest in kd and wrs nat at 



S U ,  what Lynn wanteâ Jewish youth to sse and experiene in Isriel teQected herown 

envisioning of the state as weU as of Jewish life in North Americ.: 

1 think that msing ,. that it's buially a (heocracy, and a g . . .  how diffidt it is to 
be r sedu Jew in Istad. ...I think h t  we donet have t h t  ability to persody ch- 
thrt in the diaspoca but in i s d  you c m  u ~ ,  'YOU know whit rm ping to a night-dub 
on Friday nibht,' or Tm eating bread at Pemh [Pasamver]' wkch is sornething that you 
can't dfiwd to do here in the sane way. 

'Why not?" 1 4 and she npW: 

You anet  .fbd b do that baauœ whai puen, in laad if you a t  brad on b8h, if 
you trrvd on Shabbat, if you spit in the face of the T d  youere stïii JCWi8h b u r e  
you'nthacandyouereinaJeui&d.k. Y o u d o n ' t b v e t o k ~ i n ~ t o k  
JCWidh. In the diaspora if yodm not a i t  then ... you ua't bdong. ... You cin't paaibly 
k amnated in a full way to judabm, kiiy JCWidi the JCWibh arpMcncec It's a 
difinent kind of statanent hem than it is these and 1 think th&. young people need to 
understand that sort of statanent, ao that thq a n  make remi choieas- 

Lynn's dcsaiption of Isnd as a "thmxmq" rr&cttd her fau that the Chthodox aommunity was 

chuying the n ihm of Israeli #Kiety, a d e t y  Chat ahe envisioned until reœntly, as a s e a h  ont 

w h m  you an Bmpiy hke your Jewishness for gmnted kuur you are in a "Jewish" strie. This 

that feam r loes this idaitity d practilcs. Lynn dao dniittcd she fdt condmined in North 

America, where synagoyes and temples ue the centres of-h culturd pncti- 

Asked what kind of youth tour she would oq- if she had the opportunity to do eo, 

Lynn icplied: 

I think w b t  1 would ûy ... met a lot of dher kdi ywth h m  -y, muiy 
backgmunds and ... i'd have a lot more dialogue. rd have them meet with Prlestiniui 
youth. ... 1 think king on a Kibbutz - although thc Kibbutz system is d m  - [it] is 
very, very aïtical because 1 think that t h q  cm undembnd, somcthing of., the 
d d u d  pionecrin6 spirit. ... C would f w  it kss Jewhhly and more historidiy utd 
the =won is because the Jewishness has ken uaupcd by the Ultra Orthodox MW-.. 1 
would take th- to the Wailing Wall but ., rd tak .bout how you don't have thc right 
to 60 to the mai's section, how it's , monitod by the üitm Orüdox.... 1 would iOCUB 
an Jman as the digious ap i td  of many rrlighns and look at how di thar 
religions intend. I think in terms of the physid foeus that 1 wouM have tk lrids do 
Cadna [preumy training for youth]. 1 think thmt they need to k kss cnimouced of the 
umy than they ue, and [they need to] mahe how ha& the conditions are and that just 
k a w e  youk in the u m y  doesnet mewu you'ze rmad..., or cvrn brave rnd indead of 
looking at the werpony 1 think rd  have tlwm trlk to pcopk who had km in the 
umy... and ... what is it lilo to serve in thcoccupnd Tnritorics and to d y  tdk h t  



h t  and the feot and di of that, ...i think üut the conmetion with the hnd c m  be 
f q e d  through much d the naturd beauty of the land and h t  1 would - wdk thmiyh 
the wadis, (desert vallys). We would go and visit like Sde Bolra i&n GUncm's kibbutz 
and site of his tomb] and the ndd #hod a, that they had a sense of the temin of I s r d  
not jlut the cities; do some h*Ls up in the no&. .. .. [u, the C.ülre] t h e ' s  histoy and 
there's h u t y  and thae's Jewish sites and Oieds burial site. ., We would w d k  up 
M a . . .  W e  would .Ise taik .bout w k t  happened then in 8 kw ... heroic gesture and 
how Masada has evolved and what it meam. 1 think rd try to bchg out lot more 
controversy in the tour. 

And just as she finished outlining her own tour, Lynn blurted out: "Now that ï've tecorded this 

Fm never going to get a chance to take anybody who's Jewishly fundecl!" In a vety intetesthg 

ud organid tours to braei. She still "mapped" Isrwl uriry the Mal sites d t r o p  "the 

land", the IribbutZ, Masad4 and Oit G d e .  Whrt she was Uisisüng on, howevet, wm a rp. 

narrativisrtion of th- spaces as w d  as a "didogue" ktwlcn Isrniis, induding Pdcainiins, 

and laur participuits living in diaspora. In 0th- words, Lynn wanted tour putiapurts to 

When 1 rskeâ Lynn why she had not m o v d  b Ismel, aie sùd die had never ken 

p r e p d  to make the pemanal kinds of finrnaril ~crifiees that it took in d e r  to move 
thm. -., Did 1 want my children in the umyt No. ... Could 1 iive through the kind of 
pasonal mflwing that mothem go throqh thae? No. 

While Lynn had bcln very active. ewn describing herseif as "jingoistic" in her past support of 

lsnel, not even her high Ievel of ideolwicai cornmitment had motivated her to maifice the 

comiort of h a  Iift in diaspora. She dso said that she h d  h d  the opportunity to think about h a  

Iik in North Americr when r "kibbutz fiîend" had corne to visât h a .  SIce recountcd how they 

had 

looked at &de. of '73-'74 and talked about all the people that we knew- (uid] I thinlr 
that I would have been very b o d  in Isnel. I don't think that 1 would have fwnd the 
same kind of i n t ek tud  community that 1 found hm.  1 think that 1 would have k e n  
trcocnipied so much by the daily s t~ggles  of iik that life wodd have been pretty 
boring so- No. if 1 was extremely w d t h y  1 wodd go thete for 6 months a yeu like 
people [wha go ta1 Fiorida, but that's it, 

In many respects, Lynn had shifted in her peqtxtiw on kael frorn a mon d168icd and 



ar. d Jews iiving outside of Iuvl have p h  of th& own. As dtid as she was of ladi poütics, 

Lynn diil "iaugined" Iad üuough min of the mat potent symbob of Zionism and continued 

to f d  that I s d  is r place with deep syuficance ter di Jcwi. 

Kum and Paul were the Melong friends of one of the women 1 met on the Israel Civil 

Society Fund tour. 1 mct Ucm in th& fiorne in a mnùi, weil-tu-do suburb of a luge centrd US. 

business at one tirne. 

Both hrd heud about Ismd whm thy were gmwing up. P d  who i.id he h d  been 

"indocûinated very cuty on," remembem the of the dite of farda which had œ d  

whik he was osin in his tceiia P d  d d k d  his paren@ who had amtnbuted 'large muna of 

-J hrd rimpiy dways fdt a kinship, a connett+dmss.... And thac was a pnod of time 
in fact 1 mnember, 1 wouid say 'we' when dixring to Isnd and tuy would aay, 'But 
ites not [we). You're mt an ldnâi,' and ht'r ' ht, Ym not an krcli and 1 shddn't k 
t o u w e a ( w h e n I  .Labout~snd~T.-.h-dmtianrlit)r-..but(h.tis 
whatIamtdkint .bait-~ammetd--mdjuatith.drhv.gtkcnthae. 

adults. That first trip, in 1983, was important to them for it not only marketl their daugh-s Bat 

Mitzvah, it gave them an opportunity to s h u e  thcu ithdiment ta the s b k  with d of their 

childcen. 

When they discusbed t h e  travel to hael Kuen and P d  anphasiscd the d-t 

of the state. Karen desaibed what had impressed h a  on the first trip and on dubsequent tripe as 

b b w s :  



1 gucu o n  of the things which atruck me d* otu trip ... w u ,  the amvarion of the 
d y Anb pWcl of lmd inb lurh vegetation si- n x t  to more dry eveqhdes, and the 
t9.lib.tion a i t  Che only maaon tiut (thece was] was lush vegetrtim [hm] becluse of 
[the] technid and scientific advances thrt simply don't erist in other parts of the 
wodd. And it w u  extrwrdlliuily impnasive to see k a e l i l  ~ccomplmhments. ... 1 
mern it's a  band new counûy. 

Karen imrghd I s d  in d.ssicd Zionist tenns: it is a land deexned and developed into a 

modem, productive land by the Jews. Pad d d e d  in apemmt  with Karen, and then added: 

Paul's more "poiitida dections rdded to m a k d y  Zionist conception. He implied that h e l  

hid not only devdopd into r democmtic modem strtc, it hrd lleo devebpd dmng saâd 

institutions, sudi as the Hist .d~t .  h d ' s  labour unions have o h  been rs#>cirted with rn 

Iand thrt is fair, egditarian, and sociaiist, dl important for somame üJte Paul who cares about 

When 1 if tnvdling to b e l  hrd prompted him to think diffenntly .bout b 8  in 

the world, Paul said, 

1 have a  feeling of being pethaps men more i m p r e d  of the obtades that the Lotrelis 
haveov#comethnnigh theseriesof wuawh-1. .. l o o k d h m a p W i t i n I s m l a ~  
a vay smd v i l l y  and saw Jordan, an dvasuy.  Or whni we went up on to the 
Golan Heights and lookcd d o m  on Un kibbutz which aould k so e d y  didkd. 1 h d  
an cwn p a t a  rppreciation bt the dangers with which h d  h d  kai preaentd ever 
since its formation, 

It was wry deu that Paul and 1 had taken very similu tours, his more than 15 y- euiier! 

These sites and sights had in/ brmed Paul's belief that Istd was milituily ùisecute and th.1 it 

had remulubly overame the ~t odds posed against it. 

Karen added that on her first trip, she hrd a h  been puticuluiy "struek 6 t h  the frct 

that this was the first tirne that Jews uound the wodd had a haven, had a home" .fter hrving 

"ûeen dispasda t h g h o u t  the wodd. As she put it: "I lmew it kiore, 1 knew it theoretidy 



but it w.r mu& more pipant." And Paul int- with : "Thar was a feeling that 'Oh my 

Cod I'm in the Jewbh date.' So there w u  an aniooaul msp~nse.~ And Mer Kucn muid: 

It's in the for thoc  of US who don% p h  m a r d y  to doute.... I would -y 
h t  it's impatint for mod Jews [tiut) ... the s W c  of h l  continues to exbt [to) form 
Jews as a Jewish communai. 1 have no euidence to back that up. It's just our 
communication ... with friends, [uid) an aw.renese of the [commitments of the] Jewish 
communiity in this country. It frrls very strong Chat we have the existence of titis 
homeland. 

naticmû body, the Jcwirh a>mmunity. as wdl as wiain the natiariatrte itbelf. The hct that Paul 

in North Amdu, While their cornmitment to kd and Jwish identifiation has been very 

mg, chiidren within the f d y  who had manid,  had muMd "out". Thus. their ammitment 

to h d  .ml Jmirh identity had not provided mg pottction in t&ir frmily -rina 

ïhe only way to maintain Jewish identity is to have o p p d c m  becam the more 
opp-on you have and the more ghcttoisrtion you have. the more brndiiy tqether 
you have But once ya i  have a... country that is toknnt of Judahm [k the U S ]  you 
tind a grder assimilation d that is hppating &rr and 1 think it's probrbly 
happening di ovn the w d d ,  And y& there ut #nnc frmilics w h  thae ir m 
intcrmuriage, m l y k  the more Orthodox, At tîûs point 1 thhk &Yu musud. 

Thir point dected Kucn's mstdgic appeai for a sense of "community" ratha than any desire 

for a less t o h t  North Arnerica. But 1 think Karen's comments are important, for they tel l i fke 

her own n d  foc and d a t i o n  with Isnel in Jewish communai and dective terms. 

Arcording to Kum and Pad, this cornmitment must be extendmi to indude the tcspoirribility of 

di N d  MCM Jews to pmtect brael shouid support la the state hg at the US. poiitiul 



1 think if the tinte came when there were a gowtnmcnt in this eounûy that wam't uite z, nuc what its reiatïcmship with lsnd w u  gohg to k. it would k helpful to b e l  r 
American Jkwcy to [use] di the tegitiautr pditid p- rat its d i s e ]  to ~ Y ' H v  
don't k g e t  krael. She's bsm out h*nd. We stüi wmt her u out hiend'. 

Kucn uid Paul did not identify with israel for individud reamns; they did not cite antisemitism 

or any haecwity in thàr own identifications as Jews. Even th& deetions on intermarziage 

with th& own choice to iive o m h  üvcb outside d k a d  and in an open noci* iike the United 

States. 

In out disamions about tk Odo Pmce Accords, both Karen a d  P d  said thy had feit 

*Might", "di& and "happiness" at the tirne of the -. However Paul did not think Uut 

conflict. R a k ,  he fdt thrt "more recent cvmte" hrd ahifted North Amaicin -vies. He 

There are r t  lead two or mayk thae are t h m ~  s d d s  of thought ... in this country 
among Amaican Jews. Number onc: f i t  e h  aould M do? This Anht  d w i p  
wu, atwap will k, a termrist, It's hopkm and itb di his huit That's numkr ont. 
Number two: What is this idiot ( P b  MUiistirJ Net~yahu doiiy b scmv up tht 
pace proar. And then t h d s  at *ia one o(ha rchDol [and] 1 thtilr I'm in Uut rchwl 
whidiir: PmnotsureI fu l ly~~tuidIth inkthac 'sanewprronthertbuton 
the other hmd, we'l never h o w  how far the two group cm travel towuds the ruad to 
peaœ if the prisait Ignei i  goverrunent keps putüng mrd blocks in the path... I 
guess... fnnn week to wdc,  hPm month to month 1 mdann dthu or both, 

And he turned to Knn d he asked hcr: "What do you say .bout U t ? "  to which dK 

Well ifs i n t d n g .  I agree with you ... I don't lcnow that you nerrssuily un acpct 
somebody to phiiosophidy change- and ï'm nEcmn6 to M a t  now -but at the urne 
the  he un become very pragmatic as he mco@ses h t  without -me fmm of a 
-~utw~~gouigt~~~~ni~otin~(ha~~mm...ycur * [ i ~ s 1 n o t G E  
hrs chan@ but (hit @ r p  his thinkhg is mu& more foeuwd on to d v e  
wme of thc issues. Whatever [Arafat's] feeüngs and thinkhg is, it% Netanyrhu that is a 
shock to us. W e  heard him s p r k  r t  the h d i  Embassy whcn he was an undaîing h a e  
in this country.., (And] he w u  so impressive... T h e  was r btillunce ta thh mrn. 



Kuen had eulier d e d  thrl on one trip to hael, she had wonderd why th- was 

Why are we f ighiy  o v e  this? Thaa u e  m nuny wiys that the West Bank d d  k 
u d  o h  tlun to mate controveny betw- the Arribs and the Jews. It couid be 
[divided] ktwcen Israel and the Anbs ... as a Homduid foz the Pdestinirtis... 

Both Karen and Paul fdt that the solution to the probiem of the conflict between the Pdestinllns 

and the israeüs s h d d  k dedt with pngmaticdy. Tby did not r d &  on the issues in human 

rights tlrmr but ratha in very poiitiul (anu aüng weùc a d  untnutwocthy kdet8hjp on both 

aides of the conûid as pcuôlana 

In contnrt to Unrc whose tesponse to Rabin's murder w u  thit they w a e  shod<cd th.t "a Jew 

w.s murdereâ by lnother Jw," Paul's inmediate ceaction to the m d e r  of the Prime Minista 

was to tdk about its nmifications for the p i c e  proar. 

When 1 rsked if either of them would "cvcr rctum to Isnd to live, " both immediitely 

Karen explrined: But that's not [because it is h d ] .  If you [rdred] would you live 
anywhere but this country the answa would bc nnm, It'r not that we would never go 
to kd W e  would never ieave this country on my b d .  .,.. Why should we? 1 have 
no ceason to go. 'Chtse's abeolutely no it.#m to k.vc a country thit we hvc p w n  up 
in, whcrt out parents were born, [andl a eounûy to which our pndpamnts m i p t d .  
Thece is no,. 

Paul: "And that we think is the greatest country on euth.* 

Kutn: ... Yes t h  is absolutcly ,,. no motivation [to 60) whatsoeva. ... 1 would live 
in mother country for a yeu ... if Paul got migmd to Switzdmd or rame wonderfui 
place for r yeu or two, sure but would 1 cva pmnanentiy have? Absdutely nat 

Pauk "As much as we have a tie to I s d  the tie w d d  neva be that &?on6 to make us 
to leave Amena and live in Isnel." 



P d  '... thc contrd they exaci#, this tiny littie group whom we do r e p d  as 
fuutics." 

Karen: "Any fuiatics, it doeen't mattet what digïon they aren 

P d  "Fanatics a d  Zedots rhouldn't control any country and given the vety fr@e 
conditim ttiere now they have a bemendous mount of power. W." 

In their interaction on this rmittet, Paul and Karen shifted h m  refiections on the sikty and 

M t y  of liEc in the US. b the feac of what Me might k like in an b e l  they permwd to be 

contidkd by Orthodox Jewry. Thus L d s  mdernity, devclopmmt and democtacyI while 

e a r k  cckbtated, ame into question and cwn prkd m cornpuhm ta what is av&k CMJCWB 

in the United States. 

In Uüs way, Karen and P d s  mvisionings of I s r d  were vny ampiex. Thy identifid 

and i d d i a d  Isml in damicllly Zionist krms and thcy i b  commud importuia for 

ali Jews üWy oubide the date. Inrsmuch as I s d  h d  devdopd u a modem date, the United 

States is pdkmd, esp&dy in b6ht d the cbe of Orthodox powu in Isnd. Whik a p r u m h g  

-me fear Mat brwl is in a militay position, ncither Kuen nor Paul rQdtc in 

milituistic îems nor off i ind d t u i s t i c  solutions to the confiicts in the regbn. 

In rum, the Jews in diaspora who travâieâ to kd in the period khvcai the victo y O€ 

the S d a y  W u  and the f nlZ W u  with Lebanon anphasid a politid dationdu'p to i sd .  

Althwgh they were pmud of Isrdi  .ccomplishmmts, they mtdy ideaüaed th* datiorrship to 

the nation or the shte. In some naes, in hct, they were quite a i t i d  of state ptlcfiœs, 

puticukrly the powerfui d e  of the Ultra-Orthodox in kd. Memkrs of this p u p  r+cmcd 

optimistic about prce in the Middle East and each erpressed r willingnam to Hum land for 

Pei=* 



BEtONGING ïN DIASPORA 

in this dupter, 1 explore the meanînp of l u v l  for Jews who had padiapatcd on a tour 

and who had developed a relationship to k a e l  "in diaspora" at some point after 1982. 

"=Y 

I~OzyontheLradDcvdopmentFundtwi. FortheintcrYiewwedKIsetomsctat 

a r a u l l ~ ~ r o s t r u n n t ~ . b i y a t h c k i d i ~ r ~ m ~ 1 1 ( 1 d e o n o a c o t U u ~ d i y . d U u t a v .  

He wls born in Hunguy during World Wu II. He wm the head of a medid  f a d t y  in r k g e  

Canadian aty when we md 

Ozy wrs the am of Hoioaust survivom He tdd tour participants the s t q  d his 

funilfs 'minculous" sunrivd md of the "hcsoü~m" d the man baiind it as we .11 sQod in front 

d a b dediated to the &6hkow Gentik who had nscucd his hther. Ozzy's *f8* and fi- 

of his M e r s  [and] ... btothem~in-law wem taken into the Hunguiui Work Brigades,' but only 

hir atha rrRuncd dter thc w u .  The 0th- had 'prirhcd coda dave iabour con di^" havin8 

ben "sent to the Uhrinian h n t  to [work in] the mines.* His father, dong with la) othas, 

managed to rvoid the front h e s  because a Colonel in the Hmguian u m y  who w u  a 

"Hunguian mistocrat, r Christian, a gentleman' aent than to do "memiil trrlua inskd. 

Although the Colonel's actions w a c  d i s c o d  and he was "court-mudrrJled ud acntenaed b 

death" for his d d s ,  the Soviet advance into the m a  m v d  his lifr. ïhe Cdond w u  " ~ U d e d '  

for his arunge by being demoted to night watchman in a shoe facby." Ozq a- deep 

love and respect for the man responsible for his hmily's survival. He fondly tummkd, 

though he was onîy S or 6 ycus old at the thne, the C o I d s  nsits b his pumt's home rfta the 

wrr, and the love show by his parents for the man who d e d  those he s a d  7iis boys? 

Oay was on his third trip to i s d  when 1 met him. One of the reamns Ozy had aome 

t o f s i l i e l w m t o c o m ~ a ' ~ " h e h d b e y n t w o y ~ p n o r .  Hchadaxneonthir,tour, 
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and to Yad Vashem in puticuiar, in ader to "finish inrcrib[ing] [the nama 4 the Lrt of the fifty- 

people in my f & d y  Uut perishcd" in the Hobaet But he h d  ibo corne in d e r  to 7am 

about the country. ra the country ... and see some hiendsa as wdl as to attend a Board of 

Directors meeting for a prominent development organisation workhg in I s r d  Ozzy's 

identification with h e l  though tecent, had qui- developed into a commitment to a Jewish 

organisation engaged in the development of Isrsel? 

Priot to his CU6f trip to lstael in 1995 to celehate the 3oooth mmiversuy of J d e m ,  

distant frimds." He'd known b d  oniy thtough m d b g  about "the country? Opy recomted 

how he fdt  da landin6 in kael  for the fùst t h e  in 1995 in this w w  

...I w u  getting off the phne with this vay  mrja quwtiai muk in my mind and in my 
kart. Who am 17 How do 1 fit UIto this pichue? How does this pichm fit into me? 
What h thir goin6 to be k? And what am 1 do@ redy  hem? 

Ozy had first corne to I s r d  teking to answer existentid questions about his own ph- in the 

c m o t i d  moments occuned on the sccond day m b d  and the ûrst dry of tour, as they drove 

north dong the tout. O q r  dcsaibed what happned as fdlows. 

..- [AIS the guide s t a r t d  to taik about histoy. rbout things that 1 was corniortable with 
[and that were] familiu [to meL i dutd ceking. And then, as S was watchiq thert 
was something thrt [Il caught out of the amer of my yc: u d b m ,  addiaa And 1 
kept on hoking r t  oie faces, these chüdren in uniforms, these Jewish diildren m 
unifoims - who would maybe iÎvc or die, G d  only hiows, but they h d  to do it -0i.t.s 
whem 1 stuted aying, sccùig those kids. Thrt wrs my co~ccüon at thrt moment in 
time with what the heu 1 was doing hem, who 1 was and it wre just an op«iing and îiut 
made the whole trip afterwards a roller-coasta [of] up and down motions. .... It was... 
h m  a personai perspective , an understanding, an awrlrcning, a fiesh sut- 

OPy desaikd f s r d  as the place for his own 'awiikcning' or "fresh -'' It was as though the 

rnswer to his f d y ' s  sutvival, as weil as the reasons for the suffering thy had eXpenend, h y  



mmewhere in b r d  He Mer desaibed his eeiationship to kael as foiîows: 

-. Mt's i certain part of my own pironil d c  1 idmtify with S. [and the] "g mie -. hem It d o w s  me to forge r more rclur acfi idmtity and, a d  on that 
aporingmydiildrentoth*hopWlywûl&wUwmb@a.bb.L.ndr*wd 
what the wodd U. .". W d y  b&g a descendent of Hobaust  survivors, the only 
identity 1 had w u  pain and my motha's denid of who we wae .II rbwt and what 
weare di about., Perhps Uw paitïve things that an k happning in J d h  afe. that 
thme is i good ride to behg i Jeu, t h e e s  things that you an k poud of, things that 
cui k a ~ ~ ~ m p h h c d  , (when you) iden* y a a c l i  Jeu. It w.s an optiai Uut  ha^ 
km to me and ites m option Uut 1 gmbbed onto with hvo handr 1 ad ". l'm 
more r t  perce with myself and fwith] &ers. 

d c c t  on a plvc asamchcd with the Jd acawpüshmcntr ud anpowcrmnit in the wodd. 

Whüe k I.lrimed he h d  oniy begun to nput the pieces of the mode together; he w u  obviously 

Ites not only for North Amciicin Jews but Jm dl over tbr w d d .  Ha* I i v d  f a  
thouaands d yais  d e r  0th- popk and hvhg to d r m  80 -body dr'r way 
dîife,andbcnymaûjected t o t h e m o r e a 1 e s s d i s c r i m i n r t o r y p l ~ o i o ~ -  
dcpriding who t h y  wese under - the simpk hct t h t  Jewish homdud exista (b 
aaitid]. Wnd it'r ckuly not the biôlid M that the Modrarh'm [W. fa MaWh] 
ping to min inta Ites l pditicil entity. Ites a lut potcntid p h  ia rrhye. It.8 
louœdpride.ndp~p.ccwith~Mlimtbitit-~swülh.epnüLcUy 
did hrppcn to my f d y  and other p o p E s  f.milY... thac's a pl- where we a n  go 
home, whae we're weicome. 

centuries of rubjugation. Ozy's Holoaust experiaice forms the background to his mue of the 

need for a sa€e place of iehige for the Jews. 

When we trlkcd about what he might emphuide when he d d b e d  tmel to frîends 

and f d y  he &: 

Ifs the hnd and the p p k .  The Iamd is ibiolutdy bmthtaking. The land is M of 
histoy. [it hotds] i lot of emotions for a lot of p p k  in this put of the world. And,. 
the of ppk that you see hem is just unûdievaûk, from di puts d the wodd, 
from .II w.Urs of Me. fiom di culturai, ethnie and cdigious brcûgrounds. Ites a 
phenornerid place. 



Ony did not sacnür the spicc or ide- it as the Jews' M. In hd, k m x o p i d  that the 

nme M hu d a p  meaning [or 0th- who live in the tg ion  and he seemed to enjoy the 

"modfl  or multidtutll, multi4utïc and multi-miigious rnake up of the country. At the same 

Orne that Oay i d e u  h l  as a inalel of the Jeds accompiishments, he rempbd that th- 

and religious Jews. He said of the intoieranœ he witnessed: 

For Ozq, I s r d  is .Ise a pLa compiiated by the inribiiity of scme to diaiiyrtish ktw- the 

religbus and the &. Ozy r e f k t d  on mne of the aquriences on the tour and said th.t 

thought w.s intolmna on the put of secuk Jews w b  did net or d d  not, disthguiah how 

th& own praetîœs are in fad .Ise infonned by digion. 

Ozy rlso o b w e d  thrt this tour had pmvided him with the arst memingfd 
\ 

-ce at the Kotd, or the western ~d in Jerusaiem. In the pmt, it had km 'düûculta h 

luge measure to his parentin6 respomibilities, Ozy had ircentiy developd r new rehtionship 

to Judùsm. iie hm taken pleisure in coming to understand more about it. He desaibed what 

hrppaied rt the Wall as fdlows: 

It was perhrps Oireatening foc me to go up and scc ail theae people [the Orthodox] mth 
their b k k  hib and (to see] things that 1 didn't undesstand.... [Hlaving had the 
expianation [by one of the tour guides who had humuused the Orthodox] ,. [made] it a 
lot ersier a b  goin6 up to the Wdl on a Shabbat which I've mvcr done bdorc- AU of r 
sudden h#ring plople singing songs where 1 mcogniscd the tune and 1 loolIed rt them 
-uid~rrepplehomdoverthewdd-itmdehawof-ty. It 
w u  not divisivc, it w u  inclusive, and h t e s  what rve kcn toulring for on this trip- 
What ut the indusives instead of the exdusives, and that has made a differaiiœ for me. 

The IDF tour of an Orthodox section of Jenrukm had ailightened Ony to the dg- that he no 

longer feit "thnrtened" by the dïfference of the Onhodoox* A sccuiu man who had ken 



upbringing in J u d a  Ozy found the Wd b be the one plrœ whem the Jews' continuity as a 

people was being ponitiveiy cxpard in a a i m n d  way. But it wis meuiiiigfd for him mt 

k a -  of its rebgiaus pais, but b u d c  of the tradition exnbaüed in the songs and the 

communil itmosphere îhe people then emateà. The Wd, once oniy an intimidating .pwe foc 

Ozq, h d  kmme a phce d tradition and communil expression; it had become 8 meanin@ 

place. 

Whm Ony md 1 digwrcd the reltiomhip d Nath Amnican Jews to I.nd Oay 

said that he had hoped that in the Muir, IsntYa dcpaidency on North hmria w 4 d  rhift ao 

Amcricm Jews and [Notth Amcrian Jewu] a n  kun a liffk Heblcw from [Istrdis]." Ozy 

their poiiticl "ciout." He went on to say: 

1 klieve that North Amaiun. (and] wodd Jnvy in g d  is vay  important (to 
Istrclj. Whaiit'rknelyat~~~tedNa~,I.nddhubUiinlrud,hopdully 
the -le in ïsrael know thit t h e  are people out t h e  who tare 

In this cornmat, the k a l i  govenunent w u  po*oond u faidy weak in thc mtematiocul uau, 

needing not aily poüticd support but mord support fimn the# "who am." 

But Ozzy added t h t  the dose dationship between North America and Iurd rould 

.Iso be blamed for Isnel's recent Americanisation, something Ozzy mid he did not rpprearite. 

rm a thnmhck 1 guars, from the pion- days. 1 likeâ the spirit this country had 
ôefoce Cou€oh and McDonaids invaded, jbcfore] the me, mc, me. (I pnferrcd] the 
let's g d  togdher [and] work togethet. But 1 gucss it's the prie you pay w k  you @et 
out of the ghetto menlility. But I wish they wodd have exndakd scmething a lit& bit 
more worthwMe .... Thm's nothing wrong with momy but this kiy, buy, buy, [it's] 
materidistic, [and the] spiritual h. 



Twiœ durin6 our eonvetsltions Ozy made it deu that he had been watching me 

durùig the tour, hoping to g d  mme understuidin6 of my perspective i t  different sites. When 1 

lslcled hini what he wouid t d  friends and famiîy about this tout* he mentioned that he had 

experienœd 'the pleasute of sseing ntet huid the mixed exnotions of individu& of mued 

backgrounds and how this place lffects them." And when 1 r s k d  him if thete w.s mything, any 

event, personrlity, or place visited ... that promptcd him to thinlr difkst ly  about Pdestinians he 

1 was interestcd that Ozzy w h t  it important ta try to understand an& perspective on Iard 

and that he had mmned my prepectives w d d  be Uiformed by my Trlcstinid and "mÎxeda 

bu)yn,wds. It would have ken v h b k  to have .dod him to say mair about how he thought 

my pempecüve might be "diffaent," but 1 wm aught off guud by hia m e c  rnd 

unhrtunatdy, did not return to it later. 

Whm m d i d  the e i m g  of the Oslo Acaord, Ozy d e d  how in 1!?93 he h d  

Mt i 'gwided hop. The 'histozy of the @on [and] the difficuities encountasd in the past 

between combatPitsm made him autiaau in rrsponac to my quatiai "Do p u  think the Ode 

Accords change Nonh American Jewd paspctives on the kael-PrkaÙie conûict" he sepicd 

"In essence* no" and explained: 



kause  thy are not piivy to the tcuth. The w d d  is not privy to the truth. 

Oay was criticai of the kind of mpresentations hc h d  been e q o d  to with rrrpwt to the brad 

Palestine confüd. It was interesting to me that he had gone so fu as to say that the "tnith" could 

oniy k Ewnd by e!xperiencing the confiid *on the pundm and in Uw West Bank! Though I did 

not ask Ozy to e k a t e  on what he meant when he slid that he did not feel safe in the West 

Bank as a Jew, his disposition and his general rbility to empathiss, led me to think that he 

thoryht the conditions of occupation would make such r trip d e  for him as r Jew rather than 

uiy genud uumosity of the h b s  towuds 111 Jewa 

It was rppuent to me upon my 6rst meeting Ozy that he wrs a thoqhtfd uid 

tn6aged tnvdler. He and 1 stnick up a friendship with an d d d y  couple who hdpd us to 

undastand 8 number of the more rekious pmctiœs we wibicsbed or WC~C ukcd to join. Oay 

washimdlybut q ~ o b s e r v i n ~ . I I d u r . n d d y i i y * > m a ~ œ h o m m a t o f t k ~  

tourists. 

For Ozy, isriel was an mclunting if armpliuted p k .  Euty on in the intemm, he 

desaibed Imel as "a dimond; it has got ton of hces and 111 never CO- them 111 in r 1ifetime.- 

Jogie wrs the donour roordinator for one of the organisations I toured with* A few 

rnonths after our tour through Israel, we met in her office in a 1 y e  h a n  cartre with the 

intention of ronducting an interview, As it t u d  out, shc was unrble to take time ior the 

interview r t  the time, so we agreed to conduct a telephonu interview iiwterd. 

Josie had gmwn up in Brooklyn, New York, having no dationship to Israel. Though 

her Jewish mother 

redy lcnew israd 1srael to me was a tiny little plot on the globe that was fun to try and 
f h d  when 1 w u  gmwing up-. [Olther thm that I had rbsolutely no telationship lo 
h e L  

J b e  had begun "worlring on and developïng [hm] Jewish identity as a yomg adult and klt  ., 
h a e l  was -. the next step in that pmca.r.' h &ut 8 pdawaril oppahmity opned up for 



her. 

Jueie had tnvelied to bmel for the fimt time in 1993. She had d y  just becorne a put of 

a Jewish phiimthropic organisation and one of the Boud of Diteaors' meetings w u  king held 

in IsneI. The trip wa 'a vy strange and disappointhg apr*nœ.' Shc aplained: 

1 fdt, 1 thoufit 1 was gomg to have a 'click' when 1 got there.... 1 got off the plane and 
thought 'Ah, here 1 un. This is ,. going to concretwe the ~n of Jewish things that I've 
h thinking about and leamin6 about and trying to incorporate into my l W  rnd it 
didn't [happen] at .II. 1 felt no 'click' 1 felt no conneetion. 1 felt no passion. 1 felt redy 
e!npty&outthetriQ* 

not evayone's JewisL. T'hem u e  more -le who are Jcwish in Brooklyn thui thcre are in 

heL' Jwk haâ Mt complet* out of place w k  she tetunid to the United States, m t  

knowing if rhe belon@ in a job whae she would be 'working in the Jewish Community where 

tvcryone just ... g m v  up with Isriel as a mantra in Oieir home." 

But Jmie d d b e d  her smnid trip to h e l ,  as a likchuiging experkncc" She 

ittributed this crpnencc to the hct that s k  had been hidry enough to join a garp of 'ten 

incrrdible w d  and that she w u  pcgiant at the t h e  which 'furtheda ha "fdings lor ha 

own Judrism-' It was .Ise the fint time that she made ariends with an israeli, another staff 

memba  in the ~ ~ t i o n .  Josie cecaîîed that whcn she retumed h m  her tour, she had Wd to 

her sporue: Whm are we 80- when are we moving, whm ue we gohg brck?" She 

It was amazjng and 1 just developcd this pa3sion that Pd never felt kfoR for a p h .  1 
mean I'w dwrys loved different phas  in my W. 1 loved Ennce when 1 liveâ there 
d 1 loved p h m  but 1 never felt this. There's somethin~ about lsnel that got to me 
inside Out 1 had ncva fdt about any place kiore and my bve f a  it, my c o n n h  to 
it, my understandiig of it has d~epened since then. 

One of the mwt important moments for Josie h d  kai the -ce of memocirlieing 

the Holoaust in b d .  niis was how s k  d d b e d  her experienœs in the Hdocaust Museum in 



Washington and hter at Yad Vashem in b& 

&dore h t  second momentous trip to Isrrd the Hdocaust M u m m  opened ... in 
Washington. 1 went a couple of Cimes with [my spouseJ and the fird time that 1 went 1 
ended the trip in the Holoeaust Museum,, and [I hdJ the ovawhelming feeling that I 
wanted to have chiidiwi. That was Lilre how 1 felt toming out of the museum. It was 
very inteme understanding [ofj what pontinuity wre about. And then we ldt  and (1) 
fbqot a b u t  it. [q went back to the muscum a couple of months hter and [I) felt that 
again after 1 left and m thought 'Oh my Cod t M s  what 1 felt the first time 1 was hem' 
And when 1 went to kael rnd w.s actudy pregnmt it kiiid of was a dosure for me of 
that feeling. It was a uense of 1 understand th- [and] ... 1 understand here what it 
redy meam to want to have diildrcn. ... And [whai a fnend told me that the 
-ence of the Holocaust Museum in Israel w d d  be more powerful]- 1 just didn't 
understand what that m e ~ t  and 1 wcnt to Y d  Vashem my first trip and m d  'Oh ites an 
d d  dwty musnim, it'r not prrticululy iirnovltivr and 1 don't undesstand it.' And then 
when we went back on the rcoond trip. 1 undclbtooû it. I undedoad w h t  it meant to 
k at Yad Vuhcm in Jerusakm vemuo being at the Hdocrust Mu#um in Wahingbn. 
, Y a i b i o w w e ~ u p i n . n a ~ w h a , t h e H d o c r ~ w ~ ~ ~ m r t  
Hol~~trstdrvaatmyhighKhoduidwUege... SaIfdiüceinsomcwr]n-and 
thrYs how 1 fidt whcn I wcnt to Yad Vaskm the fht  time - I've aeen th& Pve donc 
this. And since 1 didn't have the d b i l i t y  of brd, the Lnd, at that tirne... it w a ' t  
moviiy. 1 mcrn item dwayr moving but it wrsn't puticuiuty moving to me. But that 
second time it zfdy w m  And the bcoond time 1 went 1 didn't even go into the 
muaeum. We took the p p  and 1 mt out in one of the g d e m  and that wm much 
more memiqful to me. 

In 1- Holocaust memorialisation had kcome marüacd fw Jde .  The mUBCUrn% age and 

shabby a p p e u m a  were no longer 'importantœ and she h d y  lsnm the narrative What 

mnained important was its location in the place of ~ienew4 retum, uid mbiiih in bd. Jade 

had made the connedion betwc+n the Holoaust, Jewish continuity and b d  and hid dected 

t h e  symbolic rcpresenhtiow ont0 her own body tluough her desire to be pqpmt  and, once in 

Israel her experience of that pregnanq. 

When 1 ukeâ JosK if she believed t h t  tours were an important means of lhkîng North 

American Jews to hael. she said: 

... 1 thhk that gohg to Israel, going someplace and walking the rtreeês and f d g  the 
pavement undemeath yout tœs and redy taiking to people who Iive th- rnd 
bicath[ing] it and rc(ùy] it everyday 6ives you a vay dinnmt pempecüvc on what 
it's about and why fi's important to have Israd ... Not only are you ünking y o u d  to 
your history and yourte Iùrking youisdf to the land, -puore linking y o d  to the 
mament day Israel, you're Iinking y o u d  to the pople you're travdling with and the 
people that you meet there. 

On the importance of Israel for North Amenan Jma, Josie sùd that it "repescnt(sL ... the 

continiution and the amtinuity issues of the diaspora comm unity... -1 look 60 btid for r 



of havin6 a homeluid. ..." In Josie's view, then, bel's  primuy d e  for Jews living in 

North America was to be the phœ k t  embodied Jewish tnditicm ("contïnuity") as well as 

ptoviding the d t y  d having a place to c d  one's own (a "homeland"). 

(ell me Uut it is important to maintain strcmg dationships between Jews in North Amaria and 

israel. In fict she m*d that trips to 1s-1 were one of the most irnpottint bo ls  at the dispod of 

To Kami, the point of aa+ org.n*itiau is to h g  pople to p h  where thy will çal 

comh,rtabk knowiiy th& donations are soin6 to provide #Mas t h q  a n  identify with. 

JO& WU an inkrrstùig ample of a permon who h.d h d  no rd.ttioridup to brd and 

w h  relationship tn Lml d v e d  as she developed ci- and doeer ties to the J h h  

comunity. Ha athchmcnt to Israd was ôased on aperien* ïsd aa part of r coUdve- 

Once she cune to iccept h a  plice within that d e d i v e  she could more M y  undentuid the 

importance of Isml for the Jcwish community. k a d  only hame memin@ to JorK once she 

acceptd its mie in the survivai and continuity of the Jews and h a  own rdrtbwhip to tiut 

CiIlian, a nurse from a Gnadian prairie city, in h a  late SOS, wis on k aeamd trip to 

israel in llmost IO y-. W e  met on the Istael Development Fund (IDF) tour and 1 Uitaneued 



fathet, dgimlly fram Od- R u a  was Jewish, she had not been "brought up Jewish-" She 

did tdl me that the had promised her father belorr he died that she wodd attend rivices every 

Yom Kippur kaur she mnemkrrd him sayins 'hybody that h a  an ounce of Jew in him 

should be in dd on Yom Kipp W....' Ha broihet-inhw had been the one who h d  ' d y  

spulred an interest in" IDF, an organisation he volunkred for. GiUm had brought h a  partnec 

dong fat his fiftt tour of Isnd. 

When 1 asked Gilliui what her reasons w a e  b r  coming to Israel and what her 

dationship to Imd was, she said: 

G i W s  conneetion to lsncl was based on her imagïning of it as a Jewbh 8htt and her tie to it 

w u  bucd on that Jcwishness. That very sense of bdonghg w u  what 1 d y  w m t d  h a  to tdk 

to me about, and when 1 asked her how she d d b e d  krrcl to 0th- ehe md: 

m a t ]  1 d w y s  say to them is that 1 d t  begin to describe to you the feeling8 1 
-ce whm rm o w r  thm. the emotiond dctumnster you get over Oiac It'e jud 
b o n d  wordbd,,~whmIWtofrKndsandwticnI~bf~mdromcdmy 
f u d y  have beem hem, Unmediately they =y8 'No more. we lmow what you 
mean'. 

When 1 asked what that "mllercoasterw was about, she said: 

I guess the height for me is the Western Wall and 1 know when 1 was thece iast night, 
CVcIything just ovcrflows. .... And 1 canot d y  aplain it. 1 don't know what it is 
...why rm touched so mu& r t  that point, but 1 m. And it'r juat k rm m my  O- 
üttle word and 1 mme away with a grut rcnr of stnngth of pace uid 1 had h t  
ex@ence the first time 1 was hne tm. .,.. 1 came back [b Canada) with a v e y  s t m y  
amse of weU-being and . . .rejuvenation. ,111 t's like a source of strength hne and 1 ~ i s h  
1 could aplain it better but 1 can't, 1tes just an etnotion that 1 feel and thrt 1 experience- 

Gilüan cepcesentcd Israel and the Western Wall in prücular as a place imbud with s p û i t d  

significanœ, but it was not her religiosity that was key; it was h a  sense that thae ehe hrd 

a o ~ e c t d  with her "mots", the ancestral or collective idcntity of the Jews- Isnel was a phœ to 

be ~xpSnenCCd 'emotioiuiiy" and remained ïndcsaibabk. 1t was intecesüng U t  C i  did mt 



about the d e  of the ü l t r a ~ o d o x  in b d .  

G i h n  had kai imprrasd by the wock of quiisrtions ciyqpî in deveioping I s r d  

She hid k e n  apcciilly s u @ d  by the C d .  Caitze, a amununity centre b d t  with the 

support of the IDF in the aty of MhJ1.  in the Golm Hehts .  Giliian laumed that Israelis w m  

heavily dependent upon ruch a t d  funding ud that my diaspora o ~ ~ t i o n ' s  huidraising 

involvement in Isneli lifc wm important and neceswy. 

Whm we dirolrcd whetherr there wr. =me persaculity' event, or site that we met or 

saw that pooiplal her to thhk diffcirntiy about kd, GüUn q i i e d  Uut rhe iud km much 

'morc impnssionrble~ on ha ûrst tour but that rie didn't fnl this tour had changeâ mything. 

And when 1 isked her what she thought might have promptcd such i change in him &d: 

,. 1 thùik 8 bt of things [ k ]  tht Prime hhida'r T- ,[H)c'm ncva had the 
greatest respect for b and w h m  that ame from d d t  biow but rftcr listuthg to 
him 1 thmlt he ~~ th.1 yes (Ndrny.hu] nrlly d- wmt pcef  hedoes wrnt a 
peaceful sctttcmait, ,, [Ndanyjlu w d d ]  k cvaybody to iive in prce but he 
undastands, 1 UUnlr that peace isn't ail about IJCWibh] maifice. 1 mean the one puty 
un't lrap ai saaificing and uaificing tenitory and cîghts and etc. It's got to k both 
ways d 1 thinlt [rny putnet] became more awue that maybe thc Anb d e  is a little 
too denund*. 

CillianDs int-tion of the conflict and of Netinyahu's @ was that ,the Arabe' wuit moi, 

than they desavr and that thqr are f q  the hmd of the I s e  the k a b s  rcem to have e q d  

oc pater  powec than the Jews. She d&bd the Pabtûüam as Atrbs, a dcsaiption that 



th- who didn't "see b e l  ior t h e d v e d '  was agahuit ïsrael and tended to misrepresent the 

situation in favnu of the Arabes. in fact when we discussed whethec there was uiything that 

prompteà her to thhk diffenntiy about Pdestuuuis or At rbs#  Cihan said: 

Well, 1 didn't reriitw that, üke [at] the hotel DerudemL that the employees are 50% 
Jewish, At&.- 1 didn't r i e h  that and 1 understand h t ' s  a lot. ..J was told thqr 
have to be XI% Anb and 5û% Jewish. ..J was vciy aanazeâ at the 
dernonsttated men by our tnu guide. Like he docr mot speak negatively about the 
Anbs at d. In faet he's vay positive, And that was ... shocking to me because I 
thought t h t  th- would be more of r distinction betweai them and us and 1 didn't - that at dl. 

the tour guide had km positive. Hec perception that the Ar& are Istrel's enemies is 

C i  said that she had " h y s  hoped that Jews and Ar& could iive peacehrlly' but 

she 'wondered' if *two rpurte identities' a nations couid do IBO and she fdt that 'b]ime u n  k 

b ~ g  Face because 'it's a httle more involved." Getting Giiiian to d rbontc  1 mked her if she 

thought the Ode Accords had trandwmed h a  own or o W  paspectives on Prlc8tinians or 

Anbs or the confiid and she said: 

1 thinls the prejudice (yaïnst the Paiestinims] probabty came out &ronger. I thhk it's 
the land issue. Eventdly you f d  like how much more does lsnd have to give up? 
Like I mean when is it enough? When me t h q  going to be sat isfd enough and uy, Cb 
hy ,  we w d t  make any more dcmands? So when y w  hem thit it juat aeem tike it was 
neva aiough so then you sort of k u m e  resentful, at Ieast 1 did, you hm. 

When 1 mkeâ agUnst whom she held this "resentfulnessm she said: The Pdeetinians.' And she 

added. "Mthough 1 know they have a right to be here, ,. 1 think thy're tao dcmuiding.' Ag- 

Gillian perceived the problem of implementing p-ce in the ml rests on the Pûestiniui's 

wueasonabk dmiands for land. Israel is repiesented as 'givïng up' luid rather thm rrtunwy it. 

However, Giüliui never represented the Pdestinians as violent, only ulve118CZtUble, n a  âid she 

d e c t  on the conaicet as a Secunty issuee In an interestins way, Gillim saw the primuy conflid 

as b d  stricUy on the shuing 06 or dividing up, of the land, somcthiry the Pdedinhs  a d  



and-b&. She was most conamed with the problem of how hvo nations d d  shuc o n  land. 

And if thqr could not s h u e  the land, how much wodd one puty h ~ v e  to "6ive up" in or& to 

have "perce?" 

When 1 m M  Cilüan if anything on the tour had pmmpted her to U*Jr diffetently 

about Jews in the world, she said: 

Yes actdly. 1 h d  heard &out the E t h i o p h  immigration and it was stasting to sink 
in, in a aense. Now h ' t  that intecesüng b u s e  you don't think of Jews as being 
Ethiopian - which is very mive on my put -but 1 just felt a -ter unity with other 
Jews in the worid and 1 think ... they'ze dexnonstnting it with the invitation for uiybody 
toirtuni. ~thc~l .w, thcL.wsofRrhunIthurlrh .vrkcomcvnyopenurd 
liberduid that apintdlsmethat,yestheywuit thepcopleback. 

place. Signifîc~tly, she did not mpment it as a slEc ha- 

they yrin rcvsikd h a  ifnaginhg of lsncl as a "spirituai" spaœ. This was what rhc had to say 

when 1 mked her if there wis  anything that she had k d  on the tours thrt promptcd h a  to 

think difkently about North Amctican Jewry: 

1 think t h e ' s  a big differencc between the Ismli J w s  and the North Amaian JWS. ... 
, J kcl it's more of a cultuml thin8 in North America ... and herc 1 hi it's very much r 
spiritual thing. 1 comc away with this fnliry -in attendhg Syna buk homc-... 
u t  it*i aimort a of wxiaîising. 1ts ükc a ciub ... morc thin It\~opportunitY 
our] identification with the roots [of our dhut]. 

Cülian's twpaience of lsnel wrs as a place imbueâ with the spirit of the Jewd heritqe th& 

"root~,~ an quùcity linking the Jews to this land; it is the authentic place to k Jewibh. On the 

other hmd, Jcwd pnctices away from israel were d d b e d  as more "club" like, more about 

#)a.lising than pacticing one's Jewishness. FaGillian, the synagogue in North Amena wrs no 

substitute for kael. 

When I sked if kael wis important to North   me ri an Jews Gillùn said: Wot 

important enough,' and proaedd b expiain U t  ahe fdt chat Ulcrr should k more of an effort 



made by 0th- Jews in "nbuilding S e  fdt that thàr responses weze intermittent, 

She went on to say that wen if Jews c m  

mavive without I s r d .  ., 1 think Israel &y does need North Amencl, thqr need 
support h m  North Amerka. .... Minanady and emotiody,  spiritwlly. h e  noüced 
on the tri b0 Kvml bat and apprecïated the expression d gratitude [shown by 
Ismlis] k a t  m have ch- to corne at Uiis partitulu t h e  to show support. 

For C i i  North American Jews are -te even "without IsraeIu but bne l  is stiil an 

e t e d  rt.C, in n d  of outside politid and tlli.aQII support. 

her p a f h ~  and 1 s h a f d  quik 8 bit of our the tqether while on bur. W e  had d dioiai to rit d 

the baek of the bus and had developcd 8 camaraderie dong the way. Our expience8 t ogeh r  

kd me (0 bdieve that Gülian w u  unhappy about how she had km treated by 0th- Jw on the 

sucpriscd by her commentS. 

I piobably would k to say this: 1 found that at Ur beghüq of the tour, 1 didn't 
know whether t wm me or wheîher it was my defensivwmm ... but 1 Mt h t  people 
were kss open to me thm they are at this dage of the gunc. Now thrt an go 
uywhere b u s e  you put a bunch of rtianga on a bw and at f h t  it depends who êts 
uound you and so 1 r d l y  enpyed getting to lrmm p u ,  dutting with ou, that w r  i redy nice. Now as the w d  p- mom pople m more open. ut what 1 kund 
quite unusuai... [was that] they aked why did I want to p on a tocu with mq and 
thy have a right to h o w  ,. and they were very diplomatie b u t  it and thy said, 'You 
don't have ta tell us.' And when they a skd  me [about] my religious oriaitation anâ 
again they said 'You don't have to answer this,' weii 1 mid '1 have no probkms 

il' And when 1 aplaineâ both [my partnets] and my [orni] b.clgoindO 
We&' they said, "that's ry interesün~.' T h y  were ny acqüng d i t  but once 1 got 
on tour 1 felt th- wrs a wdl. ,..[I)t was . .. 'Why ue they on our tout?' And as the 
w o d  got o t n d  m a i  people in fact as Iate as May, came up to me [and uid] 'Oh. 1 
u n d a d  your father was Jmish.' Tky sùd that to [my pubml loo: 'Oh. 1 
undmhnd your father was Jewish.' Now, dl of a sudden then's an acceptance. ... 1 
h o &  feel iike we qrillify now..., 

Güüm's pmp(ion of othds wpitions was v y  accurate. A number of m i e  had even 

approached me - I beüeve kciuse 1 h d  km chatting with C'ian and her partner- b ask why 

she h d  taken the tour and why her part- h d  c o a ~  dong. tier interpretations of the touiid.' 



home City, whese people were more " M y "  oriented. For Cilhan, Jews in diaspora had f d  

a p u p  that d d  itself off from thcme they perceive to k 'outsiders." 

This situation was in etuk contrast to her apMaiœ in Isrd, where dl kinds of Jews are 

accepted becausr; as Güüan understd it, th& relationships to one another were more 

spititudy amnecteâ. In Israel Jewishness was haitage. It was not h e  Judaism that defined her 

relationship nor was it a history of rsaocirtition or pncticcs as a Jew. Rather what Ciiiîan had 

found in I.nd was a place that was cauieckd to her past, to her "motsr it was a place that 

m~ected dl Jews to th& homeland. 

Hn inuillry of an h l  that is a tdcnnt ~tionatrte w u  connectecl to h a  ~ c p t i o n  

d ~ d i t e ~ a # ) C i c t y ( h . 1 ~ h t i O U w ~ t œ t y p r " o f ~ ~ h a Y i r t u r n M t o  

th& humduid. fias was a natiorulist i m a m  of kd and the place of b s  in the wotld, 

w h e  Jkws b u l d  be even more respomibk for bd's  d. It was sig&ant that Gilliln iud 

thest impmssiom while not rt d behg engageâ in North Aanairrn Jewbh community 

org1IIiS1tions or activities* 

Hope 

T h c ~ d C i v i l S o a e t y F u n d t o u r w ~ H o p c ' s ~ t n p b I s n d  Iinknhvedhec.ftn 

breakfast in our hot4 restaurant on the lad day of the tour. 

Hope is an expaienced politid c o d t u i t  living ncer a large city in the d - w e s t e r n  

United States. S e  "started out being very involved in the feminîst movementm and evaituüy 

becme very invoiveâ in œwomcn* oqpisatioiis -Uut dcc( wanen [and hdp wo- get] 

appointed to public office ...." She mmaged the pditicd camprip  of tiuee "undadop", di of 

whom wcre dected to public offi- Hope ww involved in 'affirmative action' prosrms,  

desuibirrg M u  'working to refiect the divemity of out ammunity*" In h a  own wotlcLy 

environment, she hireâ 'p~>pie of colour' and the mrjority of h a  staff werr f&mak She 

iiecounted how this was 'a little bit difticuit on the white mdes that worked there but that was * 
kay. ïhey djusted a they le&' H o p  was dePty couunitted 0 activist-hberd p ~ c i p k s .  



Hope h d  never been r member of Temple, ncver had her Bat Mitzvah and had never 

been Iffiliateâ with any J&vish oquiislîions. Her famiiy does celebmte Hanukah and P~SSOW 

but 'in conjunction with auishnas and Waa. For Hop, this was more about participh8 and 

leamhg &out 'teiigious piIUIIWm," thrt is Christian and Jcwish rdigious traditions, thm 

maintainhg any tradition in puticuiu. 

Hope said thit though her parents were both Jewish she had not grown up l d g  

very much about Isricl. H a  father, who was going to beame r Rabbi befote he decided to 

becorne a doetoc, h.d 'a p a t  love br ceügion, and the hiatory of religion, and the d y  positive 

rspccts of religiona and had spoken about and trivldkd to kd. But nther thm ammethg hct 

to k a d ,  rhe Edt that she had kni 'instilledCI with a "vay stroiy rnm of f.mily and [dj not 

fozgetting the pasta Hope klt that becoming a grandparent dungeâ how ik felt about Isnel. 

She uid: Wheneva p u  go h g h  th- major bwitionr [yai think &out] what (you]... 

want to prss on b the next 6exmation.- She Mt that a h  did not bKmr enoqh 'about the 

Plomiscd Land or ., about Israel' and becauge she wrs not reiigious, ihe was not intmestcd in 

'the biblicd parts" but rather "ïsraei and the whole meuiing of JudUsm [which am& a lot bimer 

than just 1-1, (It's about] hcrirage,.' 

Hope dcbcnkd Israel as 'the place that muiy Jcw% dkr  Worid W u  II came to because 

they hoped thit in the Pmnised Land nothing like what [hrd] happned to than codd p i b i y  

mer happen [againl. JIlt was ... lke  seeking Nirvma, seeking a place free of disaimination." 

Hope hrd corne to Isrrel Ui order to meet with her relatives and in a d =  to "get in 

twch with [hm] own mots.' She had ho@ to gain a better understandhg of imaes that she h d  

only read about. One of the most important things she d i s c o v d  was that h e 1  is not as 

'homogenews" as she had thought. As she put it: "1 a n  see that the spertnim in h e l  amow 

Jews and non-Jews is as wide as it is in North Ammcc...' Hope had ''senm an i s r d  that was 

more than a Jew's da te  



Hope .bo decided rhe n d d  to 6nd out why it was that Jews '%ad ch- to make 

b r d ]  th& home" In genaai she mid she had discovered: 

... they f e d  üke then's mon thq  crin do here, t W s  more opportunijt to make a 
difkence in theV soâdy. They're M y  cognismt ... of the problems. They're secul* 
Jewr. But they feel - lilce the pioneers - th.1 th&$ a chance hem to make a difkrrnce 
whcrcrs in the [United] States they'd just be ... Likc eveiybody dse: work hud, gct rich 
but not cedy nwke r big diffkrence. ...KI leuly ifs their mots, it ïs th* home. 

Until Hope had corne to Israel. rhe had envisioned it as a very dmgerous place and she could not 

understand why uiyone would ch- to lerve the cornforts of th& Lives in the United States. 

After this trip she felt t h t  thoae Jews who hrd nude di@ had made moco me- lives for 

Hope cornpurd the moment w h a  Rabin was amamhated to the assaminition of 

President John F. Kenneây and said: 

The idea that a Jm was Irilling a Jew was just tcmfying. 1 mem 1 just oouidnot bdKvr 
that it -ed, ~ ] e a u a c  I h d  .sniiaKd h t  if there was an u".ailjll.tion it would 
be an &ab Itilling Jm, (the enemy) not h m  withh Ycs, ... it w.s h-t. It 
was tenibly rad. -1 dwiys thought of kWqp as something that r tamrist a r 
nudman or an enany would do but not somconc that wrs one of your own... 

In Hope's opinion. the asasaination d the Prime Minigter by another Jm was Y i n a m ~ t " .  

She had acccpted thc naïve myth that ail Jews supported one mother and Oi.t they would nd 

hwt one of th& "own." Immdiately rttcr trlkuig to me b u t  bôin's murder, Hope kunctnd 

into a disaadon of the powa of the Orthodox in Israel. She said: 

1 d y  CM not identijt at dl with the Ultra Octhoàox segment of J u d a  I don't 
undastuid how anyboây in modern times a n  clin6 ao mudi to the and k Mind 
to the poitive parts of p q p s s  .... 1 U*ilr they'it aii aat of nuts. ... F thf Huaidie jews, ...very religiws jews prayïng rt the wdi and then getüng on then 
telephone* ,..to me that was rn rnachronism 1% never n et ova. ... I just don't 
undestand how people cm klieve this nonsense. It's a fable It's r sûxy and why thqr 
an't aee d t y .  and this would be tnie of m y  religion ... 1 mun theh d.y, th& night, 
thnr week, their clothes, ... eveqthhg is connecteâ to the put. A have a mct of very 
negative, negative firciing about it. .. 

As a seeulu North American, Hope could not at d l  iden* with the Orthodox pcactias, œehg 

them as ridiculously ''clinging" to theit traditions and in the process denying the "positive" 

.spects of modemisan or "progres." She did mye however, that she could whoUy idmtify with 



aiI of the women we met on tour. She expluned: 

1 felt much more c o ~ u t e d  to the women, both Atrb and Jewish Israelis becruse 1 do 
f a1  that womni m very mu& the rimc the wodd over. înKy are] the nuthuen, the 
g a i d a  lem wiliing to go to w u ,  that wüi do mything to ty to work things out- 1 
mean thq're pretty mu& üke you and me in th& hopes and (heY aspirations and just 
the way thefie ûying to wock for change 1 thidc the women are much m m ,  aOm 
what 1 could teil, wiüing to try to dunge the patterns of the plst then the men are..- 

Hope beiieved that kael is a "young troubted m t r y  k t  has traditional values" which is 

k a e l  qrnbîiaed wMe being aitiai of mme of its poücies. When 1 rslred her about the 

the date, she said 

Our conversation took severai more turns md thcn we urived to a point whcn I isltcd if she 

thoqht h t  Israel could be the nate of her aüzens rather than the state of the Jews. She said: 

That's difficult. 1 wess 1 would agree with it, ... reluctantly. Yes ductuitly. It's tough- 
1 would nther define what r Jewish shte is than abandon the notion of a Jewish strte- 
I'm not d o r t b l e  just throwîng it open for the person who p b s  the most hnd 
qudless of ni1imaiity, regudlcss of nligims heritage. 1 I'm nat jurt for 
àutllig dl over with an open deaert and ra*y who inhaôits i t  On the other hand 1 
œrbhly don't ?hi& that the Jews should hdd .II the powa and we mw how they just 
stomp on the Anb àtiacns, [and] non citizeiu. ûbviously that's despiubk but I'm 
ah id  1 don't have the answer but 1 sure sec a problem the way it is- I p e s s  its 
kause I'm Jewish- 1 don't lcnow. ,.[P]ertups it's not terilly ration& mybe it's just 
more anotiod. Pm not sure that's definitely one of the things Hm contemphtin6 and 
-6 to 66uceout. 1 6uess 1 do identify with the Jew -emotion* now rd 
uitcucchirlly - then 1 identify with the h b s  just b u s e  thafs me On an intdcctud 
kvd 1 rc Uut it*s absurd but -. we d are - [p]ducts of whac we came from. Both 
my parents were Jcwish. My gnndmdher wur kilkd in the Con-tntion Camp. 1 do 
have that identity rnd I've aiways said that Pm a Jew. I've dways kit  that 1 just didn't 
do much with it. So to s u d d d y  jus thmw it .II rway doesn't kel right. 



Hope fdt d e t e d  when it came to uticul.tïng just what kind of h e l  she could iden* with. 

Her own rhay feelinp Ihit "chutch" and -te mu& be sepuacd confiicted with the n a d  foc 

Istrei to be a Jewish state. In the end, for Hope the Jewbh natiod priurity takes ptecedenœ ovcr 

the need Cor a fully democratic polity. 

The tour had a Weehmghg effect on Hope* Shc kszme much more aem~tiondy and 

inteUechiaîîya engaged with Israel and planned to get more involved in a Jewish fellowship 

group when she teturnecl to the Uniîed States. She expresscd some trepidation that hm new 

involviement would affect h a  muriage Hu huaburd is ~ECUIU and nomdentiQing, and she 

uid: Wdl ites pin6 to k a problem kuwe on a Ftiday night hees goiiy to want to 60 to the 

movies or go #t out kids or do acnnething eiae d ï'm goin6 to want to go to this....' 

One summeer day 1 todr a trip to the suburb of a Clnidiur metropohtan M. to meet 

with Iui and Samantha. Whik 1 had not spent much t h e  with them on the hael Lmd Fund 

(ILF) tour in kael, we had maintained some contact by letter writing and thq had shown 

interPa in my ceseuch. They invited me to come to their home luc and Sunantha hrd kai 

Socid Workcrs and were in their hte éüs or e d y  7ür whai we met. 

hed ia t e ly  ifter 1 enterd th& home, we begm to speak comfwt.bly. Two cats on 

soft couches m e d  me as weii and 1 codd meü of the f d  p izu that was king ôaked for out 

lunch. Whiie 1 was somewhat ncrvous at first - this wrs my ûrst formal intecview - kn and 

Simanth. immeâiately put me at eme by discusdng the politid s t n i g g k  over rocirl &ces 

occuming in the province at that t h e  and by feeding me a wonderfui lunch. 

Srnuitha had grown up in a "remote area o f  Canada and sa "id was ûao a rom& 

h g .  It wis way out there." She remembered her parents taikïng about I s r d  lürc (it was] a 

dream (and] aomething unusud" and how they would spak .bout Ben C e  with grmt 

admiration, but she couldn't dl km1 havins 'much meming." As Samanth. h d  an 

opportunity ta move away from a Christian domlliated cornmunity to uers whete the 'mixed 

with a Jewbh community [site] beyn to heu am about people% -6s [and] it bgm (D k a 



littk more melning[fui]." She h a n  to heu "about k a e l  as a homeland" md  she becune 

'attraded" to Isnd "mon a d  more as the time gsew on... e s w y  ... the potentid of kiiy able 

to see histonc sites that were œntuties old,..' Her 'firat encounter" with k a e l  came at university 

when she was broqht by a fnend to a "Ha'Bonim" or " p i o n d  ocganisatiod meeting. There 

she met 0th- her own rge who "were interested in going to I d  and becorning pioneers and 

they wen quite *t in how they spoke about it. And it was dmost Lilte ., a teligious revivd 

in the way they Mt (rbout]... what they were going to be doing." Although some group members 

she h e w  mude the decision to go to haet, she 'didn't have, at that point, ... the urge to go and 

visit it." 

lui had km r a i d  by a "stnnig, left wing y i d d i d d t  f d y "  in what he said wrs 

"not- m mti Zionist but an A-Zionist milieu .-." h debQibed how 

evay time som- of note ame here h m  Isrrd, we wodd attend the lecture and 
k8m sanethin6 more about the politics, mmeümes rehgion, the country... And the6e 
opened up ueis ,. you wouidn't norxndy are about,, you might cead [rbwt itl but 
when you hcu saneone who's puticipateâ and k s i  then [Ne diffcrnit] .... 

Ian's 'identifkation with the Jews of Ismel began [in] ... 1947, [with the] UN Resoiuüon on 

Pdestine, as it's been crilied." He 

ùegan to see Isncl, as the years piogresseâ ... [and] as it devdoped as u i y  othcr abte. 
[It wasl sornewhat differerit from whrt many of the euly Zionists wuited it to be, but 
[it was] still a date where a lot of survivors of the Holocaust went., and where =y of 
the grand arents and parents of the Jews who had been pion- and drUned the 
swamps, f and] dreamed [ahut] the land, Iived. 

His -6s for I s r d  had "mnaineâ furty constanta over the years. He "won(ied) about the 

sàtuation in thrt part of the world not only becruse I'm concerned about I s d  Jews, I'm dso 

concerned about Palestinians and Arabs as human beings in the Middle East.- 

Sarn d e r  we ate lunch. and once the interview ban, I uûed Ian to repeat a comment 

he h d  m d e  when we were dixussing my reseuch interests. He sUd: 

1 [hadj mmmented on the whole concept that you mentioned about I a r e l  as 'home.' 1 
don9 consider l s tn l  as home, I consider Canada as home. 1 was born ha= My parents 
d the pndparents came here early in this caitury to this counûy. There was g d d  
ibn6 the gddcn land, ,. and that's basiaîiy what I identify with. I s d  is the home of 
a portîon of the jewish people. It's a aite, It's a &te lilkc any other date. It wrsn't 
utpposcd to k r state Likc rny o h r  sîak but it ia in tetms of hael, 1 c m  idaitijr with 



the cuty Hdutzim, the picmeers -one of whom w u  an unde of mine who rbül lies 
bufid bomcwhae in h a d ,  [rnd who] was there i t  the turn ofthe century. [He was] 
one of the e d y  Zionists -1 a n  iden* with the nvcrt and teus that thme 
through- On(hco~hrnd,I~UutinodaEaUudaktokestrblis danothet 
people were dbpoamd, theP.kstùiiui 

p"" ""' 
peopk. And min is, as you know, ... a 

minotity opinion in the Jmiih community but U t ' s  w h t  1 kd. that's the way 1 was 
rused, 

The KF tour hsid beem Ian and S l m U i W s  âta trip to IsncL When 1 iskeà why they 

the price was right, which is an important factor and ... we both decided it was time that we 

pined evayone de to  cc out origha And Iin idded: "., 1 winted to go k a t m e  Km.. . a 

that ., catunly  we [don't] aee hem-" Ian descriùed btnl as fdlows 

And lm said that he was "most impffssed" by 

the 6- of the land... ûriving alon6 the Jordan River and b & d y  ... 
deserüfication in Jordan and - the giren beit ucu on the IstlCli side- And - sîinding 
at the waIl ui JCIUSIIem and buching the stnic and Uut thoae dons p back 
to King H u d .  That's King Herod's waü, King H d s  time and you d y  get a œnse 
of the hisbcy of thit partieulu piece of d estate in the worid. 

Ian cssentiaiiy d d k d  a Jewish h e i .  Its eontemporuy history was tuikcd to the ddopcncnt 

of its kibbutzini i d  fan's connecfion to 1-1 was bucd in put on the belief that his own 

ancestocs had lived there long ago. 



Whm 1 rsked Ian and Simintha what My would tdk about w k n  spedchg &out 

b e l  to W y  and friends, Ian Sud that 

Cenecdy sperlung when 1 tak about brwl it's , the d e t y  of the situation them. a 
regret- Mn 7ü the Jews tmk a wmng tum. ITby] m01M -a hopless dl - 
agumi Rome and they were aurhed and t h e  w m 8 t  a Je* sbte thcn foc airnuest 
2 0  yeus. And I think what's -le are the Jews are missuig out on i peace..; 
that they made a mistake of electing i govemment which is going to lead to lnathtr 
Holoaust That's what I'm a h i d  of. It's goin6 to kid to another Holocaust in the 
Middle k t .  

While distant from "Zionismm Ian and Samanthi had mrippeâ Israd in Zionist tams, pa i t idu ly  

idmtijtulg the 'picmeensa and Uwir w d  on the Lnd. Their rccogiitiai and 'regret* that the 

iai.g""g& howcver, and it was deu that thy rlso mw Isnd as a "nonnalm shte. As f u i  put it, 

hael is c o m p o d  of m a v v i ~ r s  of the Hobcaust and the childnn or the grmdcMdrm of the 

oriwai pion- who went th-., [ud]  [s]tmggieâ. They draincd the a w m p  and then 

ircigated the land. It sounds iüce pmpaganda but a iot of it's truc." Slinrintha ameurred with this 

perspective adding that the pionmm had dso "started... fuming." 

Ian later said he didn't feel 

there was mything on thit t a u  ... that poaipted us to think di&rratly about I s d  1 
think we'n t q e î h u  in out fecüngs that when it comes to piopagmda we ms don't 
take second boat to anybody and 1 think, the pmblem with that ., tout is if thqr were 
goiiy to show us a n o t k  rcservoir -and the rrrnoirs are important in what they did 
in bringing water to the - other puts of Iscael [and] ifs important in ph t i ng  trees 
[but] [ w b  knew about this- before we visited h e l  -but if we w a r  6loin6 to see 
another rrservoir I think 1 would have blown up the bus. 

Yet both Çunantha and Ian had rlso been impressed by 'ail the plaques urd Oiings' honouruig 

'the people [who] have wdly extended themselves to hdp the country, to make the country 

greenet. to help it prospa...." Th y both felt "wum' knowing %at there was mme connedion 

betw- ... W>IIIC Jms in the diaspora and Jews living in IsraeLm And t h q  feit it was important 

that "that support ume through agriculture, [and!-. teforestation, And these  am^ the m a t  

positive aspects of the Jewish settlement.' For both lm and SImantha, rebrcstntion was 

symbolic of the are and support given by North Am&can Jews for the Isndis,  and was an uai 

that sscmcd nrtuous beause it invdved supportmg agrïcuihinl dcvclopmaitt 



F a  Iui, Avi, the Brigadier Generd and tour guide's assistant, was the most interesthg 

person he met on the tour. He desujbeâ hm as fdows: 

He's h o d  got the tkvour of a Jcwbh perwnt ,. and 1 don't say thrit in a pejorative 
8ensem. ïhîs is somcthing whidr, in terms of the diaspora Jews, is a -ce. 
diaspora Jews are Uitdkctwls. Thy'rc busin= people but you don8t see vay many 
JCWi8h famers in #e d h q m a  but y w  do in k a d .  And not oiily wrs he oort of a 
pea-t but he was dtm a soldiet. Wdl he fwght on Golan Heights didn't he? 

Sanuitha waa not quite as takm by Avi ur Ian had been, and suggested that "[Avi] had 

say "He was put  of samething w h m  thm was a lot of killiiy." lui q k t d  to s.nUntha that 

Dly Wu whcte the Syrims clme down and ame into hael, and there was a lot of peopk killtd, 

and th- u e  still mines in that mea.U h desaibtd the israelis in Zianist îams -as new mm 

who codd k hrmas and soldiers. In addition, hi. undastandings of the coriBict wa the 61ia 

Heighb comspaided with, and miy m have been bued on, Avi8r pnsaitatiom on tour. Avi 

h d  legitinuted the I s n l i  w u  with m a  by reiteraüng Uut the Syrians had e n t d  k d  

during the Six Day Wu, and thus I s d  had to defend itself agrina an inv.ding umy. slinrntha 

then d d d  Uut T.IU the pide on the L F  tour, h d  nude a m*rd h p d o n  an ha. She 

1 an't say she impressed me but [she] rppresent[s] a very, and 1 met a few 0th- not 
-y8 Imdi women but a irw 0th- like her who ut vay hush and vay agpsive  
and - as WC both understuid, it's how they greu up, how they struggltd, how thefve 
hghttogdwhethyucrndlikcnunyothc~s,daoui#,rhcrpcnthameUithc 
u m y  and she's still an u m y  person .... And it's sort of a p e d i y  type and IPve htud 
0th- pople  desaik Indi women in that way. 1 nan Uy cm't .II k îhat way but a 
Si6nificant number I'n\ sure fmght their wiy into whateva t h e y ' ~  dohg in the 
country. So dthwgh we didn't like her ris r tour guide we had to thmL of ha as a 
puticulu kind of petsonality. 

Thus for Ian and Simiatha, not only b d i  men but Israeli womcn a n  k dcsenkd as d-t 

h d s  of pople. They are tocyher, brasha, and more "aggdve." Sinianth. b d i d  this 

bduvïau reflected hush Israeli Me e x p i e m e s  as weU as the skiils neeâed to cop  wah them. 



Iuc howevcr, Mt vey  strongly that Tili.  h d  been r "îittie pkmising and uisulting" 

when she spoke to the group about the 

Wu with Iraq, whai b n l  was und- thmat and [th- wem] ind niasilei h m  
Saddam HUSganH- [S]omebody at the front of the bus Wd 'You Lnow we were very 
womcd .bout you people, w e  were vuy w d e d  about the people of b r d '  and she 
Sud What do you know about somcthlly üIrc M... What do y w  know about it? We 
werr heee.' In 0 t h  words you luà to be th- on the land m order to appreciate what 
was going on thm. Well. most Jews weren't in oceupied Europe ... between 1939 and 
1945 but n u i y  d us brt daüves thm and we muid identify. We didn't have to be 
O i e  to know what kind of daughtcr that wrs, 1 don't think you have to, I think to 
some of the Ziorüsts, - 1 don't know if Bat  Gurion wrs one of thcm - who said that in 
ader to k Jewbh you d y  have to liv, in b e l .  Wdl that climinrtes a hdl of r lot of 
Jws ... [it] ccrtunly diminates a lot of No& M a n  Jews k a w e  ... the di@ to 
h c l  from North Amder is pIKticrlly mthing. It's vay, very d ud 1 think ... the 
fçnmul.Cioni .yaian'tüv*aful l~hl ikwi*uyaiü~inI.nd Wditdcpnds 
mwhatyoumc.nbyIiWyahrllJcwirhiife Ithùilrs.aUnth.rndIhaveafullJcwiih 
k -. I'm involved in diffiinnt kinds d activities, 4 action- a@wt the 
prisait provinad goveinmcnt ... and 1 thïnk th&$ vey Jcwirh. Thrt's leadhg r fdi 
Jewish Lik and when I'm r member of Peaœ NOW that's lead& a J&h W... Tryiiy 
t0 p ~ ~ h  for l @ h & N  in hd, th&# J-. 

more meaning to me to be Jewish and to show hou 1 Mt about it üun jricst the m a e  act of ping 

-6th in a Jewish identity that was d a t e d  to settling in h e l  or coauxütüng to the state in 

When a s k d  what they had leuned about Palestùrims or h b s ,  Smuitha said: 

The faet is we find and we fcol very strcmgly about [the firt] that th& living standards 
me so low and [they] ue not ptopcriy attmded to. And thete's r Ming on th& put 
abut why are they m g ]  b t c d  in üûs wry. And certrinly WC kgan to thin&. wdl  
how un thy have any great fdin6 for the Jews in their oountry a the country where 
they live if they're living in proximity with them but mot benditin6 hnn the slmc 
thùigs as othet people. We began to have a diffecent perspective [on Isnel] and 1 thhk 
when we saw poverty in some of the areas and knew who [suffa+d] it - 1 think this hit 
home very hard. We were seeing it, [though] we weredt heuuig remoteiy [.bout it 
h m  the guides]- and to us as Jews and - with our focus on the d needs of people, 
1 think it re.Uy Kt hacd, 



Samanth. and IIn had taken side trips during the tirne we were in kd. They had p n e  off on 

their own in and amund Td Aviv cm the fint dry we w a c  in h e l .  As Im put it: 

[ut's interPain& that we saw , that patwied to PalestMans w.snotputof 
the tour. ... [It of h e l  without Pdestinirns, and Out's inteFesting b u s e  

t h  .bout ...a counttcy ior a 
without pcople or 
never h b 

[cep-teâ] ... a country without Prledinims. 

ian md Sirnuitha put the Prle&ini.ns back h t o  the history of Iarael's establishment in a way that 

not Onty ch.lla\sed the Zionist a t a y  d aetüing an 'mipty Ladw but that dm d m  ruch 

cxpressed t h e  siwed belief that, as ian put it: 

-.mt's v q  imptmt,.. [Fb many Nonh Jewe it's rbout the ody 
identification they have with Fwry. i m e i  U lilrc the Stcuiu &@on of the Nonh 
Ameskm Jewish m u n i t y .  And 1 a n  undnitud thrt importance. It'a important to 
me too b u s e  there ue four million Jews pving üme] and 1 p e s e  a milfion - 1 don't 
knw how many - Pdesinirns were them and the bves of thcee humui ù e i q s  me r t  
risk And 1 think it's important that r W g  p k «rdved the... 1 think to a great 
d e n t  what the Prkstiniuis have bcm given is a form of Ghetto type of thlly and 1 
think as Jm, b u s e  we u e  the more pomrful puty, [we] could have .ffadd to 
have ., done r bit M e r .  

Eoth Ian and Samuitha's fedings for I d  were bascd on a conœrn for their national ün living 

in rnother place, rlthough in many ways Isrrel did not "play a roieœ in "many ucui of [ Ians j 

For this couple, 1-1 is specïal beause of its tie to Jewish hisbcy, but it was not 

desaibed as an extraordinary çtate and neither Samanth. nor Ian fdt  any puticuiu duty to iive 

in or support Ist.el. 

Iu i  said that he was concerned rbout certain things in the province and in Cuuda  and 

h e l  doesn't fit into that at dl ewcept for one aspect T h e  Mme idiot, who is the fnmc Minisfer 

of Israei, ,. [hm as) his Centile countecpart ... the Ptemier of the [Province]." For lui, the 

wing politîal paliâes fmm dominrting in both +ces 



Anong this lad p u p  of profiles8 t h e  were a range of envisionings of Isrriei, from 

those who rimply celebrateâ the existence of the state to those who wanted to give it even more 

attention and "protection." Despite the difierences among those profileci, howewr8 th- were 

similuities with respect to the debration of the date's accomplishments, puticuiarly the 

achkvements of the Istaelis in the iUegev Desert and, as imp~rtantiy~ the -nition that non- 

Jews as weU as "different" kinds of Jews Iive within the state. Moreover, the luipage of 

toleruice and recognition was put of every discussion. 



SECTION FOUR 

CHAPTER 14 
RE-LOCATINC JEWS "HERE" AMD m" 

1 would like ... to imagine r place in which humans c m  live. A p k e  more desuable 
îhm the f ü l u n  which we prcscntiy inhrbit ïb f d u c e  whieh, WC Qur, crnnot be 
ddk8taL 1 will d m i t  that my purpoa b ubpiui if th& won't mtui Uut my putp~sc is 
bughibk. To k surt ifs not, then, Ws k d e r  about our utopia* W a  undeduid 
by it the hrimpk notion th& there ur ideas as yet unrediaed which if rriliad would 
~ d o u r p n s a r t r e d i t y . . , .  Letmeputitthisway,I'm.ftcradnmhem. A 
rieabable ühasion (Author Curtis White from lofHomelo.) 

A cornplex u n y  of power dations c m  k sccn in wexy rttempt of the Jewe in diaspora 

to make sense O€ the nrtionllist nunttiws they have ken preseiited with. nunttives 

q e d  them to rrr and ad in putictalu ways. But powa is involved not oniy in the relation 

kiweai the audience and the narratives but .Lso in the dation between the dmogmphet and 

the r u l e  assumptions, and pricoas which dehe hislher own W. Understanding the 

intecpcetations of such narratives is useful anthropologicd as w d  as politid work. 

Ooewiew of Pnrfiles 

While the tours garmilly presented an ardusivia, temitoridist, Z i o ~ t  narrative about 

the Jews' place within the land of 1srae1, the narratives r t  community pcesentrtions at times 

compiicated such narratives, some pmsenting the problematics of such exdusivist politics (e.g, 

the geographer and poiitiâui's presenhtions d i d  in Chapter 9). Both positions eliated a 

response from some tour participants and audience members signaiüng an rw- of the 

d a s i c d  Zionist namatives as weU as of the non-Zionist or pst-Zionist lurntiws,  



nie p&es of Jews living in dilspon represcnt numemus identifications with and to 

the state d Itml. The vïewr rrprrscnted hac wac m t  the d y  ones to ôe Eaund in the Jewish 

mmmunüies in North &neriun and th- views indudd much divmity, is the profdes show. 

Neverthelese, there ue grounds on which to expect tfut mme of the viewpohts identifieci here 

were widely held in North American Jewish communities. 

Whether th- 1 intetviewed hrd travded to b e l  for the first time in th& Lives ot for 

the meenth, many but not dl of the Jews in diaspora involved in this shidy had poiched the 

maprity of Zicmist nuntiw piesa\ted to them: (hy mtuataâ the Jws' rnceatr4 biblid 

herihgcinIaa&thyexpresd t h e n c c d i o t a ~ t i o r u l 8 b t e o f ~ e k d J ~ d ( h y  

proudly envijioncd and imagind lanl as a modem Md dunomtic &te. induded in that 

deetions was pst @de in kael's d e d o p e n t  p c t i c e s ,  for exampk in the yrtems of water 

distribution, refocwtation, d m  qriculhurii pmduction, and ~ c r l  dcvdopmcnts. 

Yet hoidin6 the# views did not pmlude the putiapmts from llro niiing the 

problems of atiaendup, eqrulity, demoo1cy and most surprisingiy, aecurityf u iuucs üut bt.el 

must caihont on terms not simply defincd by Zionism, but nther the reilpditic d d a t e c d  

and hrmiui rights. Thus the same people who i m l y i d  Isnd in 2ioniat-hbtoric.I t m  at 

otha times a h  reflected on Israel as r &te, with its "notmr(iiPedW &encc and ûoubksr n t h a  

than ils "unique" qudities as a Jewish state. These shifts were the ancs Uut -ad to me Lat 

a national but not territorid concem stren@hened their tie to h e J ,  for such c o n  wcrc about 

governance and the M t y  of a population of Israelis, not &out land pcr se. 

Many of th- interviewe& and not just those ated in the auiicr chaptas, wae  vcry 

houbled by the power wielded by the Orthodox minority withb Isrnl's dmocncy. Some 

fd the rnti-modemising tendencies of this gmup whom they dimcten#d as holding pe- 

modem vdues that d d  potentidly push & r d  "into the put." These interviewees apteseed 



aome ku that ~hould h e J  becorne even more influenced by such "theocratic" authoritics, the 

state would became dinirmuiri.ted from its d e  as the prirnuy symbol of modern Jews' 

accomplishments. 

nie ceftections of Jews in diaspora about the atraordinuy powcr held by the Odhodox 

must be undeiaood as a amsquence of other issues induding the assasshation of Rime 

Minister Win by rn Oithodox-Jew, as w d  as the "who is a Jew" contmvecsy. With respect to 

the htter issu6 the Orthodox were repiesented by the Jews in dirspora as p o t e n u y  ha*g the 

powa to detemine theh îives even though they üve outside the state of b e l .  Thus, the 

rrspoarrddiupoiiinkrvicw~~bbthcOIZhad~~racmt.omudiama~dtheird~k<o 

~ a # c u l u ~ ( w h i d i w i s w h . 1 O r i s u y m n i t w m a b u t w i t h i n I e d ) r s a ~ t o  

Orthodox prinapîes, considaeâ by mrny to be an mti-modembing, undemodltic force in 

lsneliaockty. 

Sorne interviewees rùd that thcir trip to Isnd kd thtm to (re)amned with Jud- and 

"Torahm in diaspora. One tour participant Wd she had made this deasion as a d t  of her own 

U of identification with Irrrrl; it no longer reptesenteâ a piaœ that could hitnl her n a d  fa 

Jcwish authmtiaty. Hu retum to the ûwk nther t h  to the Land of b d  was r dhpric, 

detcnitori.ti#d wuce. It suaedeâ that the Jews in diaspora cm mate  and maintain thcY 

identity and the sunRvai of their tradition without tecritory, as they had done oves the centuries 

(Bide 1986,1992; Boy& and Bayuin 1993; for pZionist paspective, oee Dubnow 1961). 

The knowledge of Ismd held by Jews in diaspora war .Ise onc not sùnply asmciatcd 

with theit meestta& spinhiai, historid and traditionai ties. Jews in North America were vay 

much aware that they weff daiming t i a  to a mntested tenitory, aithough the degme of 

knowledge about that contest varied, with =me p p k  hwing a very supedidal amse of it and 

others wy much engyeâ by what was at stake fm di the communities involved. in a n W  to 

many of thc narratives thqr were pnsented with on tour, and much like some of the narratives 

presented by mme israeiis in public cuihue events in the communities, many Jews in diaspora 

d the luyiage of peace and coexistence when discussuig tams of engagement and peaœ 

betwcen Pilwtinirns, 0 t h  Arabs and J m r  Milituistic narratives .fkctcd acnne participants' 



perceptions that i s d  is a "tiny" country under siege, but evcn those people sought not to 

continue the wu, but to kuy puce to the re6icm. k y  participants who mpresenkd i s r d  in 

debntoy Zionist tams often a h  reaqphd thc pîight of the Pdestinians, putirululy those 

!iving in the Occupied TerritoriesI but sometime6 rlso incluâing the Pdestinians within the date 

of Isrd.  The ineqdties that exist behueen PdestWans and Jews within the state of israei W-, 

however, not often recognised. Overail, those intewiewed ssem less concerned about m y  t h r d  

from"~Anbkmdmaew1~eniedfaa~~u>Irml1&tcouldbrhutoUKidC.1S 

of dcmocncy, eqd ty  8nd peue. 

GefWr8ktd diffemnces in identifiuthw with and ~~s of brad w a c  dm 

c r u d  (eeeTmpet 19%). Thoe who persody expricnced mti-Scmitiam in th& youth, and 

who mnembered a time More the &te of b d  was founded, envisioned b d  as a modd of rll 

the best that libuatedw Jews bdiy to &e wodd, and a potentid place d refuge rhould WS 

cva again be endangerd as thcy h d  ken in World W u  ïL 

Among thode who spent a period in thcir teens or e d y  rdulthood in Isnd's time of 

6loy m the 1971Ts, it -cd that œicbntocy d n n c e s  were displad in the 19ûû's. 

Critid awuaiess was nid with the unpopdu k a d i  invaibn of m o n  and the gmw- 

cemgnition that the w u  of 1967, celebrated for "reuniting J d e m , m  iiso resulted in the 

occupation not only of a temitory But of r people - the Prlcstinians. Within this p u p I  th- wrs 

not only a nostalgie longing for the glorious i s r d  of that other tirne, there was llso a mue of 

disappointment that I s r d  was not as it had once km oc whrt Uly once thought it could b e  

The perception of rnany interviewees was that the conftict between Isrrnlis and Anbr would and 

could be resolved if there was mehngful cooperation and the mqpition iot eocristen- 

And W y ,  among those who had recently h m e  identifid with israeL a r a q e  of 

relationships had developed to Israel. Some had decided ta take gteater ~esponsibility for h d i  

datebuilding ptojcets by becoming more active in Jewish organisations thrit suppated îhese 

piapcto in W. Others wece turning theu attention to Jewish-identified pnctices in N d  

America and simply celebcating the progress and secucity of the state. Among this p u p ,  thair 

wcrrth0~~who~d&rbsur~ttoktnwtd,butthqrussdluyiryethrtwis1.mc 



whcn annpared to some of the tour pider' and hostd qretmtrt ionsf  and d t e n œ  and 

coop~~ation m o n 6  Israelis rnd Arabs was described as a possibility and a desire. 

Amon6 t h e  Jews in diaspora who h d  travdlcd to Lnvl most often them W.S 

m h t i d y  cwiplex undentuidhg not oniy of isrdi palitics but of Un conflict in the -ion as 

well. In other words, those who had a history of identification with and cornmitment to the date 

- u s d y  in theV youth - were dso most crit idy aware of the state's cornplex realities and most 

tights. but they 00 did not primarüy apeak in d t u i r t i c  tamr. 

C a u i h n t  with o h  reserrçher's fïndings (e.8, Cohen 1- Cieûnin and Cohen 19% 

diaspora had thought about nuking h hct them w.s not one pasori thit 1 inhmkwd 

who said he or she wished he or she had made u i e h  ud oniy one who w m t d  b maice dw 
but couidn't (ecc Jemny Wow). AU had pragmatic remmm Ea strying in North Aaieri~q uid 

th- üved "in d e f "  romehow out of place, did not play a role in their envïsicmïngs of I d  or of 

their awn place in the wotld. 

ïnstead of the concems over diph, jews in diaspora wac  mort cnncaned that t h q  

might not continue to identify with a nation-date that no longer repmentd their ideah, 

especïdly with respect to democracy. lsnel held pride of place within an eth icor  nationd 

huning - "we are dl Jeus" - but it was not of the same impoct with respect to dhitd pditi- - 
"we are dl living iuthmtiully Jewish lives but we do not yeam to becorne isradu" nii. 

rppmch is -y in contrast to ciassical Zianist thearns wtüch deny tk possibilitics €or W s  

to Iive fuii, d e  and secure lives in diaspora. 

Swic readers of these profiles may re.d ''ZionWm" whem 1 rrrd "diurporieian" 



kaeL But the con- and ambivdence about the relationship of Jews in dirspon to Isrrel were 

r a d y  e x p h  in terms of whether or not they Mongd "herea or "there" "Surhm in 

"Wuten and Suaha above) nor did these individu& describe Israel in temitotialist terms. 

Moteover, as 1 compued the tesponscs of Jews in diaspora who have a more distant 

relationship to israel (those who had taken only one or two tours to I sml  and who ue 

uninvolved in bekil iaspon dewlopment oquusUtions), to those of diaspora JWS who were 

most umunitted to kd (those who trifse frequent ûips oc are involved in fundding activities), 

1 notiecd that mocy the latter p u p  thac was a p a t e r  commiûncnt to a non-viokl non- 

militaqr -lution to thc kwl-Pdesthe and b&-Arab d c t .  This diBefatce is nat an issue 

1 hW@ Sccn c~plored by th- W ~ O  SU=& t hd  h V d h 6  h I l U t k  Of -6 

Jewish identification. This is one are& thrt 1 beiieve deserves furthcr -ch. 

At this point, 1 wouid like to nturn to Liebnun and Cohen'e (1990) findings menîionuî 

eulier in Chapt- 3. Th& desaiption of Jews with s t m q  identific~tiocis with Iawl does not 

areount for the fact that muty who might fit the category of "pro-Isrda Jews euy dao be highly 

criticai of Isneli politics. Such individuals could not desaiôe themdvce on ru& ümikd tania. 

By a p l y  deâding to d a Zionist-minus-theupVltioz\adispk " p b t a d "  Cdmi 

(1983) and Cohen and Liebman (1990) m i s d  the opporhinity to explore w b t  in hct it meam to 

be "prdsnd." 

But the importance of israel ww not exprcssed simply in tenns of the rdbation of the 

founding of a state for the Jews; nor the icrlisation of the new Jeu; nor thc Zionid t r o p  and 

symbolism of development, rdemption, modernisation and demoaay m i d r t  rh.os and 

primitivism. Most importantly Isi.el prwided a symbd of the SUZVivllism of the community, of 

the Jws as r nation - a nation wit hin bot h diasporicïst and Zionist frameworlcs. As auch, when 

j e u s  in diaspora "im y in& h a e l  they weie dso "imagining" the hisw, mvyivl and 

continuity d their community, the nation of Jews. 

t think this aspect of theù continued identifications with IsmI is centrai to uiy 

understanding of Jewish identifieaiton with Istael. Jews in di.spon Qdr up rome but not di of 

Zionism's kme and, in important ways, c&mulaM nrtionrlist h g b q p  nat as a simple 



tenitotill beI-g but as a dusporicist bdonging on the bais  of Ion and roresponsibility., 

much as anthiopobgiat Pnina Werbner (1998) pointed out in her insights into the practiœs oé 

m e s  of a mmmunity in diwpan, 

Without the emphasis on t a r i e ,  natiorulity could be as authentidy experiencd 

and maintained in diaspora as in h e l .  Further, kael as tercitory g~emed less important to Jews 

in diaspora than was the are for th& LuL the pupuiation of Iwaeli-Jws. As such the nationai 

concern was a amœm foc g d  pvemment and the good &te in Iscd. This poet-Zionist shift, 

h m  imagining Irrid as nation to haginhg lrml as &îe, opncd up oppoctunitks for the 

l r i n d s o f d i # w s i o n s . n d d c b . b I w i ~ , m d w u p i v y b , d ~ ~ ~ p n o d .  

1 would d the# iniaghhp "diaqxwa natioculism" in a d a  to highlight that when 

thebecucityofthc«)mmunityimr~manatiocibnolo~a~.s~~~~~\~bya 

tcrrittorul impaativc, in the iorm of the aommiûrmt b diph, thai support of and identification 

wïth Isnel couid b e n e  detenitorhl and oncclJa nudm of aommitments Jews could mrlrr to 

th& nation, t h e  hoadand, and UHit nation-state of kaad. 

A Post-Zionist understanding does not shift the unphmis away h m  kin and 

respocmibility to the nation, but tathe shifts the buis for the rdrlionship away from a pninuily 

territorid statc-building p d œ  to one thrit is frimd within mtion-buiidiq (ahai 1995; Evron 

1995; Silberstcin 1996,1999). For this ceason, I klim Jews in diaspon e d y  criticibc t h  who 

are territoriaiist, like Benjamin Netmyahu's Laud govemment, and at the same time may a d  a 

return to spùituai and -us pnctiw as defined within Judaism, and heriîage. This "rehun" 

is a teturn to the fold, rather t h n  a "return" ta Imel. 

Moteover, the mle of Lin and the associatd responsibilities that define natiorulist 

Iwigings anà Hon@ng cxplrin how it is that culturai conventions and inventions siturted within 

personai histories d o w  for the "taking up" of these interpolations. 

I discovered that a number of people chder i s cd  my interview qucsüons as very 

"personai" or "emotiond." 1 d i s e d  that what I had usurned were pditid questions were, in 

faet, questions that &ed people to d e c t  on theh place in the world: thcir f&dW arpcriences - 



tragic and survivdist at the srme time - rnd th& understandings of lunship and responsibility. 

Not only had the nationllism litenhue, m o d  as it is within a poiitimurstitutionai h ~ ~ ~ ~ o t k ,  

ltfnted my thinking h t  these questions but .Lo my own bias towud this community w u  

m u l e d  to me. 1 had mistJvnly concciveû of Jews in diaspora as p i m d y  a politidy 

committed couununity, particuldy in dation to the Isrwl-Palestine tontlict, and this left me 

unprepared for the strength of th& exnotional COIIUIIitment to the Jewïsh eoliectivity. As well, 

Zionist narratives may have resonated for Jews in North America in part becluse the majority 

ue, or are deseenduits of, Jews from the amas in Europe most rffected by the Hdoc.aust. And 

these ongins contribute to fkelings d a+responsibilijr La the iuticm's I\UYivd, in order th t  it 

bas the #fr hwen Out the Jews of Europe wac daiicd. ïhb mry rlso have amtnbuttd to th& 

taking up rurvivaiist narratives at Jenrslkni, h d a ,  and milituy sites. 

1 suggest (hcn that dl of th- fadors have kd ta the cmagenœ of a dirsporidst 

iddogy that a n  o d y  k undatmd within the devüopmct d a Pd-Ziocrist a a  (Cohm 

Evron 1995; Sdkrsteïn 1999). Post- Zionism should not be conhistd with di-ZiOnidm nor with 

non-Zinism. Post-Zionbm is, likc pst-modernism's dationship to mden\ibm, a d e x i v e  

ideobgy that Mitha fuiîy tnnscends n w  fuüy rrjccts Zionbt conceptions of iüstocy or pnxU 

(Collins 1989; Huteheon 1988,lw Rose 1991). It is Zonbm's prqtct -the existence of kae l  as 

nation-state for the Jews - that has informed this ense of BCCUnty and this ability to iook 

"beyonda. My use of the t a m  "beyondm should not be misundemtod le in my way a negation 

of Zionism'o "accomplishmenls" eîther. 

The Post-Zionia era has opened up new pssibilitks fbr North &meriun Jews to 

iden* with Israel as a secure space, and their sense of th& own place "in diaspora" wrs 

tepresented by them as equdy if not more secure- This was refiected in the nature of my . 

discussions with interviewees where there was a sense of the "permanence" of d i a p r a  rather 

than a y e m  to change the &tus of those living in d i a s p n  With the r i e  of Zioniam amc 

the concept of the neeâ to "negate the diaspon" - that is to return to a temitory of that would k 

the Jews' own - in order to "nomaiise" their Iivcs. With the establishment of the Jewish Mate in 

kael, t h e  would no longer need to be diaspora (Meir 1966; Ychodiua 1986). ïhb concept lus 



fwmed Oic badyound to longstanding debates and dïscwsio~ &out the survivai of the 

diapra and the d e s  Uut Israei, and Pr- s h d d  piay in Jewish contetnporuy Me ( E h  1986; 

Levine 1986; Levitt and Shrffir 1993; and as satirid in Roth 1966,1993; see aho Cooper 1% 

Ezmhi 1996; Furnun 1997). However, 1 kl that the discussions taking place among Jews in 

diaspora Uut 1 obmmed were about the permunnœ of l a v l  d the permanence of life (or the 

Jews wtside of Israel. 

At community events, when Pr@ beame an issue in the responses of Israeli-Jews 

cneounferurg resistmœ or a differenœ of opinion from theh North Amcrican audinices, it 

aeemed ba ia th i tboUi~dcr -Jurh~ .ad I rnd i -~8 -une toUic rcencna(enbom 

po6itionsofaiaigth. 

Paradoxicdiy, then, a territorial natiodbm, Zionism, may have achieved the d t y  

not oniy of a homdand fbr the Jcws but of a ddCCIjtorulistd diapra  natiorulism m wdl. As r 

dt, thae are possibilities for the anergcnœ of a mw politia of Nath M a  Jews' 

"bations." While there have been countlss aiW and celcbrato y mdyses of Zionism (es.. D. 

Coldûerg 19%; Wheatcroft 19%), they am not rbwt how ZWnism m y  have tontributed to the 

meme of achievement e x p W  by d i a p r a  jews in North Amaica. I bdkve h t  this is a 

potenti.uy rich uer for fiuthct resaudi. 

Some readers may wonder if people that I spoke to had shielded me from their most 

vwfnous feelings about Ar.bs and Pilestinians. That may dao be the crisc. However* 1 do not 

think such a iospanse was cornnion, in put beause the interviewcw eeaned honest and 

fwthcoming uid w m  d e n  aiticd of Palesthian and h b  practices; and, if p p l e  had wry 

&rang feelings, 1 think 1 would have heard them expresseü during the tours or in coaununity 

seMing- While the cesearcher is cleuly put  of the research situation in any participant- 

observation fiddwork (e-g, h d a y  1997; Abu Lughod 1986; Iackscm 198ï; Kugelnass 1988; 

Narayan 1 do not küeve I couid have a f f d  ail of the practices of those 1 worlod with di 

of the time. 

1 ima@ne U t  some readers might q u e  that t h e  people wîth whom 1 engiged with 

h mort W y  to hold more '"diasporieist" attitudes t h t  1 have outlurd above. Could it k the 



case that 1 only had the oppottunity to meet or get cl- to those williry to have uiy encaunter 

with r "Pdestinim"? My ulswer ta this question is mucd. 

Some tour pytiapants wamed me* mmetimes obliquely, sometimes not, to stay away 

h m  0th- tourists. On one d o n  1 was told that one of the touists didn't think that 1 "looiced 

Jewisha and that 1 s h d d  probably stay away from hm. On .nothaocc~ion, hvo tourists tdd 

amthet thrt the reeeudi a n  was "bothering" the- but my "uif0111unV' mid she thought that 

"mti-Anb" sentiments unddry th& wuincesa Some people in the community shunned me as 

weU. Invcrdid(~~a1~1&outtoth0d0fmwhomIh.dkcnwdbort.yawayCrom, 

r s I w m t c d t h c d ~ t o b c d ~ ~ d o p c d m t h c b r r U o f ~ t u i d r S a p r D C i t y .  Thus, 

~ m e p o p l c w i t h ~ ~ s n u y ~ h v c b a a a p p n > r d i c d 6 a r n u i ~ n a d i d 1 h i v c  

the knefït of engagin6 in bng conversations with thaa 

It is tnr that inrny of the tourists and c~mmunity pspk with whom I devdopd h g -  

tenn dationship wete at brt mympathctic to a paœ y t  b e t w d ~  the P h a n i u i s  and 

Isnelis, though it is signifiant thrit 1 did not and d d  not know about such eymprthïes prhr to 

meeting t h e  individuah. in faet, only a fcw of the peopk 1 met in the Jd coaununity were 

engageci with the issuts b the degree that WC d d  fuüy dbcuss the debates about the 

udtcrnrtive" histoy and Pdcstinian or non-Zonbt c o u n t u ~ t i v e s  of the iounding of the 

date of Israei, and the implications for such "nm his- (cg, Evron 1995; W e r  1- 

Siberstein 1999). it is rlw truc that not d of the people 1 beame dosc to wese sympathetic- 

More imporhntly, the maprity of people 1 met were neitha activists mir on the fnmt lines of 

peace building betw- Jews ot Istdis and Pdestinirna 

Despite the hct that dctùlc of Israei's disaiminatory poLiacS towud and dtreatment 

of the Pdcsünirns were avdabfe to Jews in diaspora, the range of interprehtions and 

understandings of such politics and pobaes were Limited. 1 bel- these limitations are due to 

the ovawheiming number of accounts that pcesent Israel as a demoeratic, fiif, pioneering 

glonOus, hcroic, threatened, md, a d  accitive nation-statc As wdI, am noted Coriia, there were 



feu or no oppomiaities Eot tour putiapats a communify membors 0 meet with Pde~tinians a 

o(haAnbs,ümitiiy(hcpossibfi~e.~Jcwsmdiuspor~toh.veprondcontic(aid~~p~ 

to narratives dothers' experintrs. 

Among t h e  intcrviewed, the terms for ury discussion about " d c m o c t i ~  in h a e l  

wac limited to the thiait th.1 the ü ' i t n ~ o d o x  pcxed (or an IsneIi-JOwish dcmocncy. 

Unfortumtdy, this uulysis never atended to indude what the impliutione might ôe br  non- 

Jews, which is puticuLrfy s b u y  when one considers Uut miny ü i ~ d o x  jcws continue 

to lobby against any P c i a  Apements with the Phtinims, and promate the conünuation of 

building edanents in th J d c m  uea md m t k  West &dr region. 

I t i r h d a r t ~ ~ U u t m a t J ~ ~ a ~ w h o a p r a r d r n w ~ p t h y w i t h ~  

Pdestinian pÿht did r, only on the premise that Jcws and P.krtiniuis would ûe rpuacd into 

No entities, a J k i s h  abte  and a Phtinim stitc a entity. Such p m p o d ~  w d d  p t  l a d  and 

*>me aovaeign statu5 to %tha ammunities. But thq are . irt id by me inportant factor, as 

Warren, one of the tour participants p d e d  above hinted at: thit P d e s t i n h ~  who continue to 

Iive on th& land within the strte of b d  would have to continue to live as n d  ciam atianrs. 

They are not nation& in a Jewîsh date; thy are its "atizms" ud in Istrd the m d i d i o n ~  d 

aidi 8 ShtUS Ur m k  hd, cdu~8(i0lt, d b f y  Utd d @&S d fi- MM h t  b 

Israelis who are Jews (e Halper 1998; Peled 19% 1995; Rabinowitz lm; S N -  1989.1992). 

T'hm were k w  t a u  partiapuits or cocnmunity members with whom 1 d d  di- 

I d s  land pdiaes. On some o c ~ ~ ~ i o n s ,  I tried to suggest thit laid is a d.ted@d by what I 

d l  a h d  of "dcmagrrphic denial". That is, in regions where tht Pde~tini.ns ~ n t î n u e  to k the 

maprity, or whcm Ismeüs view it is possible that Paledinians wül become i mjorijr, 1 4  land 

and d e m e n t  polich m useâ to seek to change Un demogphic profileo When 1 atpcMcd 

this *wpoinl I w u  & treated with either hostility or mcompreheniion. M o t ~ o v a ,  reactims 



to my proposal k t  we might h i n  b rraivision Israel on binational tcmLs that account for and 

wodd thus dhinish aKh demographic pliaet? q e d  b surprise O 8nger. Such ui idea 

w u  dacribed as "impracticrl" or "impossiôle," because "no &te has ever ken  bi-national" a 

as "racist" 8nd "anti-semitic" because it denies Jews  the^ own land. 

1 would add, then, that the pempediw of Jews in diaspora envisioned the region in 

terms of a E~u~centric ided accordhg to which nations seif-re.lise as tenitorid naticmatates; Out 

is, to each nation, a state (Anderson 1991; Güner lm; Smith lW8 1991). This perspcetive 

denies the t0Jities of the histories of poples in the Middk East (and perhrps muiy 0th- mgions 

as weli) and ofkn M e n s  reügiaus pmcticcs with natiollil pracîiœs. In thh way, "Dniac,'' 

œ - -  Chstmns,'' '&douins," and *sa are, by victue of th& düïerent cultutrl or rdigious or 

politid pmeüces, hnsformed and srpamted into difkient "peopks." This limitd 

interpmhtion of pmpk and their phces not only dides the s h a d  gcgnphies and histories 

that exkt in one place, it uemtes a &tortcd sense of tht Middle East 8s a me6sy rprœ ofYmUted 

peoples" (e.g., Lebanon as presented on tout), and is set in contnst b an ided "pu&' nation- 

date, the Jews' stite, t h t  Lsrael is, or is becoming. 

Molpover, tours and community presentakns did not show how it b Uut the m i e s  

of hl-Pdest int  live dongside each o t k  and that even the Oslo Accordd propo#d "byplss 

roads" a n  only be used to "bypass," rather thrn -te, communities of -le living on the 

same land. The maps were nothing if not reifications (BIack 1997). They did not repfmmt the 

mrlities of those who live on the ground and thus they did not tepmcnt tht fact th.t Iaieli-Jews 

and Pdestiniuu endure the dfkb of one rnothefs politics, ceonomics, and meid w d f m  no 

matter how many mads criss-ctoss the tenitory. The histories of dl of the poples in the region 

are, as ever, intertwined not only by confiicts but also by d d y  intendions in the marketplace, at 

work, in the streets of Israd, and in those areas that have ken milituily occupieû. L d c  of 

awareness of these rich encounters and the expcrierices of these lived in-s, as weli as of 

the diffidties of sustaining separations in the ewryday domain, lirnits the understuidings and 

experiences of Jews in diaspora. This la& of awueness may l l s o  be the remcm that brds and 

Jcm in di.spon someümes m e d  to k taiking past one rnother m community iKttiiys. F a  



oumple, to the IsneLi-Jews proposhg peaœ, th- in N d  Am&u enviqed ''impraetid" 

and "iderlistic" hopes when they imyiiKd k d s  future on pfeoslo m. 
Whik I h v e  rt out the miay difkren- ~ppointments, and constnints within 

which 1 have discussed the conceptuaüsations of oommdty, nation, tdtory, anâ the p s t  with 

community members, th= were dm many uuitfui moments of shuing. 

In my examinations of the specific conacts for the reception of orguiised 

nprcsaitrtions of Isr& 1 have not ody shown th.1 nations ue (re)mrrated and (re)irmgined, I 

have ibo dCmOLldfnted the wayr m which thcacnamtivea w a t o p  to cblknge as w d  as O 

(re)intqretation. ïhe dation of the Jews in dilupora to what thq putiapated in and hcud 

wrsthusbothconanincduidke. ïhereucamiluitieswithicsp#ttowhididthenamtivw 

interviewees povhcd (cg. biblid Mtage, national rrhye, modem -te), a d  which narratives 

were not po~hcd (demouacy is coinadent with a JCWibh date, milituioai is ewentirl), m g n a h g  

the power of certain narratives ovw others. Indccd, -ch d tk pbinîs of wm d o d y  

tied to pcrsond expecience ot libenl Nonh Amaieam idcobgies - seplntim of "churdr" and 

state, multinltunliwi, peaceful solutions. 

As de Certeau (1% 1986) m h  deu, them b d w a y s  the pomibility of Uinovating 

agWist Un d e s  - the pmddify of creating by knding or brcPltiiy convention, of h w i n g  on 

0th- ''niles" hoai 0th- areas of l ik.  These possibilities depend on the criaence of conventions. 

whik not being entidy constnined by them. Such practiw and resinrnœ~ may or miy not 

have cich ronsequences, but the fact that it is possible b resist, reinterpcet, and sdect, and that the 

consequnices of such practiar am no( simply detdned by one set d conventions done, &WS 

more & d o m  than attributhg pnctices to a topdown, "iddqicrl" power would suggest, 

Thus people, readers, "consumers" or tourists are not oniy b t d  in one "iddogid" or 

"powd convention, but rather thq iive in sevaai. It is not c i e u  thrt de Meau (1984,1966) 

hm this puticulat appmach in m i d  when he describes the practices of po'chiiig. 



At the same t h e  that uithilbpobgisîs face questions uisllig h m  a poatmodern 

moment in r ''globd w d d "  which describes identities as hybridjsed. aeoiised, diasporiased, 

dd, migrant, and d e t c m t o ~  identities (Appdutu 1988; Boyuin and wuin 1993; 

Clifford 1997; )irnnerz 1996; Lavie and Swedenburg 19%; Olwig 1997) this -ch shows that 

some of the most explosive politid and cuiturd questions fiang North Amcrican Jewiy in 

today's worid emeqe h m  r deterritoridid politics and identification with a homeluid. While 

mu& of the pOamdexn and diaspora litaature points to the potnitid dbpI.canait d nations 

as thc buis km adkcavve identity. 1 have le- that this is a Qmplistjc seadhg of dùrpora 

subjectivitims and puticuiuly of their relatiotuhips to "nationœ as 1 o ~ e d  them. It tums out 

that the dirspotr Jewd daionships to b c i  ut much more aimpkxly intefbrbâ with 

iomginïng the mtioirthmthe uithtopob@cril and culhinl ddiea litmtureon diapra h d  kd 

me to believe. 

Whik Jewish mmmunities in diaspora have lud sevctd h e w o t k s  for i d m m  

with th& "Jerudem," for ample, r pZionist  spirituai ieirtionship to the Temple and r 

Zionid nahnai4crritori.l fot Imei (Baer 1W7; Ei#n 1966; Hertzkg 1914; 0. Gddberg 1!M). 1 

believe 1 have obsecveâ an emergent Poet-ZiOniSf identification with both the nation - the jews - 
and with the strte of I s r d  (eg., Evron 1995). 

Other rescuehem have explored some of the poesibilitia opencd up by the atuây of the 

chan@ne; dationships of Jcws to h e f  (e.6, Heilman 1999; Licbman 1999, but th& wock hrs 

bem non-cthnographic, or has described othet settinp. Partieulady infcrosting are thcme 

scholus who have shown that there are many elements within Jewish tradition which a n  be 

dnwn on in r of "dirspon'' politics and Isneldiaspon itl.tiOndljps in order to 

inchde a nortudusivist, non4exritorirlist perspective on Isnd. For examplt, in "rn Iltemitive 

story of brrd" uithropoI+st Jonathan Boyarin and culturd thCOnSt Daniel Boy& (1993) d 

into question the ide. thrt 8 people mwt ha= a i d  in ocde? to k 8 people (I99wI8). Ci- 



bibliul &lu Thomas Davies, they argue h t  in fret, 

The M of laid was not the birthplaœ of the Jewish le lsrael was bom in exile. 
Abraham had to leave his own land b get to the &d: the father of Jewy was 
deterzitoriili#d (Davies as a t d  in marin and Boyah 1-2718). 

With such "deterritoriiüacd" beginnings, the J~IIVS' suivival is attributed to d i d & i d  tensions 

Uny h d  to endure as a pople who w a e  defmed on "nationai," "gendogid" and "religious" 

withmd controUing M. a m  without caiholüly 0th- people or developiiy a n a d  to 

di.parr thmi d t h e  h W  (1993723). Moreover they write that I)i.spaic culîurai idaitity 

continue to aLt as a p d u d  d such mixinga (199392r3). Thus thy meonceptudise in amfident 

t m s  the Jeu$ existence withat  üwir own territorial state and mac8t tbt ,  in fart, the Jws' 

survivd is psdiateâ upcm th& continuai "wandaiiys" ntha Uun u p n  setüing in one phcc 

1 Uiink the BoyBayuinr' attempt to reconceptuahse "diaspora" for contempocary Jews is an 

important theoretid move (Clifford 1997). While not an remarate teflection of how Jews i met 

and engaged with aivisioned th& dationship or identinutiom with knel, *>me d what the 

pctusibüitirs and debrations of a detenitoridid Jewry. The Boyuuis advoate r spiri td 

nthet thm national identification with Israel, primuily because they identify naticmahm with 

tmitoriaiity, as do most nationdist üieories, and in this ctmtcxt, Iike ZioniwL But by as~umùig 

that nationdisnt is tercitori.llyIbued, the Boyuins miss the point that the rdatioriship of J e ~ s  in 

diaspora to fsnd is not specificdy ümited to tenitory and that it is .bout Jews' heritage - as 

tepresentd by their rdationship to, and survivd as. a people from the land of Israel. Eqrully 

important, it is about the &vd of Jewy h u g h  their responiibilities to d e r  Jews. 

The concept of Pd-Zionism, which h u  bsm applied by some .didus to describe 

Ismli-Jeus' cenegotiated relationships to " I d  (Cohen 1985; Silberstcin 1996: 199% Steniiuil 

1998). might .bo apply b Jkws in âiaspora - those Jews who identify with kd while living 

outside the state. 1 mggest that that people have shifteâ h m  a Zionist territorid identification 



to m e  dcnmd by a s t r q i y  diisporicist a detemïtni.ürd identï6cation with and irmghhg of 

IsneL As I indiuted above, 1 d this datiaidiip "diaspora natiaulism." in dohg so, 1 do mt  

mggest that Jews in diaspora are outside a place t h q  define as ki r  homeland, but that thy 

define thit relrtimhip to homeland on n a t i d  tefms. Such a definition is fundunentrlly 

st~chired by identification with the nation as Jews, nthec thui by any tenittocid imperative, 

d / o r  the need to tnake diyh 

Theee identifications focus on a (rc)teiritoriaiizd homeiand insofa as it is an rn@ 

land, but diaspora Jews are not tïed to its temito y eo much .s i b  popuhîion - its Jmùh 

population -as members of the srmt nation, and trinship adktivity. ïhb dirrporicist 

identification with Iml "hnagheâ" (Anderwn 1991) in diuporr and imignd on the bw d 

the "ontologicai e t y "  providd by nationaiism (Giddais 1987; Paine l m ,  is prhndy bual 

on the pctices of"-biüty" to 0 t h  of the nation (Wcrbnec 1998). This pcrepcctive 

emphasises the rcl.tbnaiips of Jmr in diaspora to Iml as hodand  and to itr population as 

kin, but wilik the probknutic that Zionists had identifid prior to the foundhg of the date 

th- Jew envisioncd Israel from i secure position outside the itate. 

Thus the narratives and ptlttiœs ceportcd here exist in r aompkx and chm@g 

historieai moment in which muiy are rdhinJcing ideas and pnctiœs that bave dominrted the iaat 

century. It is dso a mommt in which thete is unprecedented suc- and aecurity imong Jkws in 

North Amcricri as weli as in Istlel. And, it is a time when the Pmœ Accords have initiateci new 

contacts and hope fot Face in the Middle East. In these contexts the dolubakd opni iys f have 

h n d  in this study could becorne part d an active praci. of rrthinlung and d adion in and 

about the "new" Middle East (Frankel1994) as well as p a t e r  understandings mon6 ail 

involveci community m e m h  - Jews, Palestinims, and o t k  h a b s  - both "hem" and "themm 

Edding Qudom O€ ldentity 

On many ocasions throughout rny fieldwork, 1 was asked to "locrte" mysdf ns-i-vis 

b e l .  A yeu into my rieseudr, 1 was invited to give a presentaticm at r Rcform Tanpk breakfast 

-6. This cvait wrs to k.d to ncw contacts in the communify where I h.d chorm b do 



some of my mseweh, as well as to a number of invitations to spcak for atha eommunity 

otguiisritions, induding r US. R e h m  Temple, and radio and television p r o g ~ ~ ~ .  It was pntty 

deu to me thrt 1 had b e n  invited to piwcnt at k t  one versian of m "dtematiw" namative of 

In.d Evayone asked that 1 d e c t  on what it means to k "bath Jewish and P.lesthian." What 

foiiows is one version of Oiis presentation: 

1 bdieve h t  pu t  of the teasan 1 have becn .skd to speak to y w  today, ir that 1 have 
iived in that ''in-betwmm-mam" cht mod paqh on either side d thc Pdaaniin/ bneli 
divide cannot drim. My motha io an hhkmazi jew whoae 
h a i o n d f ~ u ~ d t h e h d m u t b y k . v i n g G e n n a n y f o r  rdintbcarfy193iY~ 
M y f r t h e r i s a c h r i s a . n P ~  

rbauvi--- 
whacfhilywufDIccdoffthcirlad.ndmovld 

indo what was to bec- the state d kd in 1946. 

Theone~gyouk~~~,~manthropo~islsowitisthtthc~\.~~ti~~ofonclificis 
p~d.nintenxninccttdictofnunti~itiscmkdddinthed~ofUnrc~p 
fKlm which individuais decive Oicir identity. I do not ud cannot mnembes the NiPs 
orGmmnyinthe19msorthcHdocrutk IdonotudcrnnotmnanberUn 
duphcanent of my f r thds  f d y  ather or the confisaticnt of 0 t h  peopk' lands. 1 
a n  aily teü you Uloae storns that are important to me and hdpd fam my idaitity. 
My dories u e  th& stories. They are based not in the hîstoci.neB t n i h  but in pople's 
mcmories and apetiences- The impat of the .bries ir the mendes Uuy hold d 
betmyd and trust, of displaamsit and nation buiiding, of love and shiing. and of one 
murCs ïnhummity towuds an-. 

ôeisan, my fathcr's village, is r vy different kind of Pd6tini81~ viüage hom theonc's 
many have heard about or written about. It ww not mabandoned"; it wm acupcd, in 
1948. Rte Israeli u m y  came to the vülrge der r night of sonic booms to acare the 
v&ge?s and i ~ o ~ n ~ e d  thrt d PdeSanian Atabs waeto be e v ~ u . t i d  and moved to 
theGIlile~regîon(anueanotyetdeciueâto kputdthencwlardiSt.te),orto 
h 0 n .  My f i t k  -krs p p k  - WomCn, chil- dd uid -6 - 
strerming out of t o m  aicmg the road North with w h a m  klomgiqr thy could cuy 
with them. My fmily, domg with many athcr fimüics, wcrc di kdcd into buscr and 
dropped off rt the eâge of r s m d  town and furœd to w.Us the distance to whrt was 
then the new border of Palestine and the town of NIPreth. Border shifts a d  boundary 
shifts. fhcy waiked in, îiterdly mipty-handd - no dothes, no food, and none of th& 
bdongings. My father was just 15 yeus old. 

For weeks on end my father rmiembers di the men sitting in afa dnnCriiy 
watching w u  planes overhead, discussïng UKir m b n  home to f d y ,  friends and 
wock. But dl the taiking and hoping never hmght thcir mommt of rchtrn. f)rd 
Wicvcs most -one was in shoek, never comlly to tems or cvrn undastrnding 
what had reaily happenecl. Some ycus down the mal, my pndfrthu w b  had 
worked for the British govemment as a land airvyor and one of the fht Pd~turiuis 
ever hired by the f s d  state, wmt to his " c o m p W  (Bcitish and kadi) to ask for 
an explmation: why wrs the family movd h m  Behan? Thcir had kcn no resi8t.n- 



then w a r  no ums in the whoh of the viihge, ao why did they have ta move -one 
out? He did not get an iiuwer. &iru, was simply occupied and then e m p W  dits 
&ab population - it was "ethnidy cleuped'' in today's tarm. 

1 cetumed to ùeisan oniy a Em yeam ago. ï he  pur hws had been removeâ for bmli 
&ab (not for Gaza or West Bank Pdesünhw of course) and ao 1 aslred my unde to 
1.lrcme. Itw.scsiew.Uiiym~~~dUKnINdwh.tw.sonœthehhourtlutmy 
father iiveà in. His school SU stands but is sunounded by a fcnce. The government 
building t h t  my grandfatha wociced in 1Lo stands, empty. The Pdestinian part of the 
tom that m y  father lived in is uninhaôited - no new buildings, no new schmb. 
nothùig, a gh-t town. A kibbutz w u  buüt dongridc the old town -but why were the 
Palestinuns moved? Why were their I i va  ruined? Why the trauma? Why? 

And whiie it is th& teachinp as weU as my purnts' teadrings Uut m h t  me to 
activbts' &des t h e  and again, agiinst poverty, ncinn. mâsm, ud ineqdty in my 
community in Canada as well as in the Middle East, I must admit that my 
guidparents' a n p h u b  did not mue me for an mcounkr I h d  when WO- 6Dr 
p.a in the Middle East 1 was eating breakfast with a p u p  of Pdc&tùii.n 
women who had rrantiy iaimignteâ 0 h a d a .  Two in a p u p  d La woincn 
to1.UrabaitthcirapiimcecinthrWcriBdudwhik(hPs(aia~~hcut 
wrcndWy (hy cepeatedly useâ the most ha- ofdmo(yp. of and tcpceited 
many a death wish to Jewish families. My cmotions b a d y  1 dnn* my 
CD& and Mt soon after breakfast was finished, never hrWig said word to them- 

1 couldn't beliew that after ail the yerrs of standing up for the rights d Prlestinirns, my 
people, 1 had had to endure sudi hatefui and s p i W  lmguagc And Ihough 1 w i h d  
more thui uiything 1 h d  at least acknowledged my JCWibh MW, aiac than 
anything clse I felt betrayed by 0 t h  Pakstinim, Canadian, and h b  womm who 
neva said a word on my behdf, newr once s b d  up and said th- rbhoned the ncist 
l q y e  Unse women were using to dehumanise the Jewst J.o my popk. And whüe 
X knew thrt I should have acknowledged my own identity, 1 rlso knew that other issues 
would have been more difficult to deal with. What d d  1 have said? That not di J-s 
support Lmli agpssion? ' k t  not d l  I s d  support Isneli pvemment pdiaca? 
That my grandparents suffetcd a sirnilu hte, ha* baa moved out of Uwir W O ~  
Germuiy, away h m  family and hiends, and UKir culhue? That though my f . U i d ~  
histocy p u d e k d  th& own, he marricd a Jew beaume he bved h u  and in tpik d thc 
pditiar that was meant to keep them apul! But was it fair to tell dl di this when 
thqr had just m u f e d  the fate that Pdestinians continue to aiflPt - iiot just in 1948 but 
u until this day - displacemen& confiscation of lands, occupation, incuoet.tioi~ a 
dcndng of that needs, and continued emigcation to new lands - -me wdcwiiag 
t h  (Canada), others not ( E m ,  Jadan, etc). This pasoiul m d  cdlectivc bu of 
p u  b difficult to mpond to from any point of vïew. 



1 wodd like to move away h m  th- aperhces  and say oniy thrit tk gfeatest 
advrntage 1 MI have hrd is the dvantage of dialogue. Muiy cliim that didogue hm 
kcome a &ch& but 1 believe it is stili one of the most profound acts and politid 
devices for you a n  pnuidc and k pnuded in avny ways - rot only by words ki t  
aise by feelings, pstumi, and intuition. The achrrye is one that un r e v d  shngths 
whde nonetheieas exposïng one's vulnmbilitks. It crn be a fsightening, anotionllly 
drWung and even physidy threatabhg expaiene. It CM dso be orhilarating. 
1 have *ken to and been to the thoughîs of .II parties to this crisis. And many 
people have trlscn iM in, so to s p e k  - to tdl me their depest feus, thnt many regrets* 
uidîheirhopeshralrsCingpeaœ. 7%eone(hicytiutstcikesmeaboutdofthepeopîe 
Ihrvcmctdqthcwry Lthtdcpth~fW-mfot-namllcyudWm-~ 
morc~th.ri~bkrbktopluiahituirwi~Ulc~dwu. Muryhaw 
wnmaitdonUlchviddpnaity~Lndi.nwircimprtuitthnhuauaüEc. 

In many ways, 1 Édt 1 had opmd up O amununity members in these prriantat9nr 1 was 

hoping that they would aense my own vuincnbilitics as a prion a u @  

comrnunities each of whïch has members who define th& own poeitions and op/poeittions one 

to the other only in the namwest of ternis. And while I wrs not there to reptesent "boîh" 

comununities, 1 wanted to set out just how each aommwity had some responsibüity for cornui6 to 

undartand the othds expcnence of IsraeI. [kspite the fact that 1 rt out to define mydf  8s 

BOM Jewish and Paiestinian, 1 was continuilly akeâ to b a t e  myself on one side or the otha 



couunitment to and the ~ ~ 6 t h  of the namatives of Isnd as the site of a nation adusively for 

the Jews, la w d  as showing me that the silencing of Pdestiniin traditions and histories was 

ptofoundly p a t e r  thm 1 had expected. In 0th- ases, our discussions led to aome veiy 

interestin6 new political moments of rerlisition and the v e y  ''dialogue" that 1 desired. 

Gay* Spivdc sperks of the "subp position" in what 1 think is an appropriate and 

usefui way. S e  writes: 

Quite of- whm we say "subjeet positionN we d u c e  it to a kind of confessionai 
rttitudinizing. W e  say, T m  white, I'm bla* ï'm a mdatto, I am maie. I'm b o q p i s . "  
A aubject itim ir not, in ficf a eonfkaiorul rdfIdeuaiptîon ather in pniic a in dis- 
p r a k , ~ i b c u v r t h e p o d i o n o f  t h e m ~ ~ a n k a m i g n e â - a d u ~ e d "  
mmm,Ith&that it can and mustkc0mcarir ;ndfor thepemmn whorpeplrcr, but 
~ t b e p m n w ~ ~ ~ ( h r ~ p r r m w h o ~ ~ , w w h D ~ m y w w h t r h c I * a  
abautwhorhc~ûutlorthepa#in whomda Wham,infk&theresparribkrda 
rcrids the sign that is the subjcct position of the rpceika or the writer, it kcomcs the 
agn, kt us my, of an dhnqmlitics, of a ch- ndity, or an inaihitioiul 
putition, and this is not undu the con h$Y of the pa#rn wlm speib. She unnot 
dhpoae herse& we are given over to out readefs (spi* 1-m. 

were defined by nation& c u l t d  and, most impottantly. poiitiai tams set within Middle East 

poiitics. I have kai and continue to be inûwâud to Jewish community m a n b  as fdows: 

7rsmin is a Pdestiniui wiîh r Jcwish mothef'; or ''Jasmin is an &ab but she's more Jewish than 

socne Rabbis." I m o t  recd eva havin6 been introduced to anyone in the community simply 

by rny fint or by my f h t  and l u t  names. At füst, 1 wondereâ why such introductions would be 

so important to people and 1 kued that they wece signlling my "differencat" to 0th- who might 

not "me" it. But then I had to ask myself, what codd the motivation k for such r pctice? 

What "difference" does my "difkence" maice? Were people simply introduâng me in order to 

count me in (as a Jew) or were thqr raising flags so that 0th- wodd not eomehow be surpriscd 

to find out independently who I rdly was (aiso a Paiestinun)? Wur I kirtg induded or exduded 

by these introductions? A h  several conversations I began to take notice of just when my 

"Jewishnd was trken for  p n t e û ,  when it was questioned, and when I becrime a Pdstinian. 1 

think it rare for pcople to have seen me in terms of both/uid, but that is tnie O€ the way that 

many pople d&e cich 0th- more genenlly - that is, in tmns of crch o t h d s  nati0rt.l identity. 



But the stnngeness of my combination utches me within poiïtiased communîties where to ôe 

politics. If my mother had simply muricd a ncm-Jew that would ûe one thing. To have llutned a 

Paiestinim within a community that for mme thne now defined Pdestinians and Anbs as the 

enemy is quite another matter. For this teoson. I beliwe Chat people 1 met could not help but set 

me into the history and histories of identities and the politics of Istad and Paiestine. 

Once during rny nddwork at a lunch meeting, hadet te ,  a woman 1 had corne to 

know quite w d  over the m c h  paod, told me that her initiai respome to me wis to k 

inkmadqe and the mhtionships tiut popk dcvdop aaoaa cultures and mtioulitities, and she 

told me she was concernd about the high rates d ''uitemmrtiye" within the J d h  dommunity. 

When the mlrrd me how I Mt abut this hieue, 1 orid h t  1 oppoecd idcntïty politics or 

comrnunity pnctiaes that datied pople the choie to iive and rhue their livw with whomevcf 

they wished. I rdded that such politics were puticuiuiy s t ru ige  for me anyhow as r person who 

could newr daim any one "identity" defined by nrtiodity. 1 think becrwe she v h t  to 

massue me by asuignuig me one identity, Benudette then confidcd that ova  the time with me, 

she haâ decideù thit 1 ndiy wrnr't "me of them," meaning of amme a Pdeathbn, an A&- She 

sùd this to me openly and without u i y  hesitation. 1 remember beuig quite stutled by ha 

response, because only two months culk on an ut grllety tour togctha; WC hd d i s c w d  

Israeii Settlements amund Jerudem. 1 had mid that Jenisl)em d e d  to k r aund "unïfied'' 

city, and h a d e t t e  had md to me: "Jasmin, you wüi never know what it m- to k a Jew." 

On 0th- occasions, 1 was t h  to task for suggesting that my mdti-national (Jewish, 

Pdestinian, Candian) identity be taken seriously since 1 m o t  and would not want to separaîe 

myself into one of these "identities". When 1 attended Hebrew leseow i t  the Zionist Couna my 

tutor, a Gnadim jew in his 7(b who had emigrated h m  Russia, contu idy  mked me 

Why do you say pu're Pdestinim onri Jewish? As f u  is I'm t o n d ,  you're a Jeu. 
You s h d d  know, y w  probably h a d y  know, that accordhg to out hws, you are r 
Jew eo you don't nad to wony, 



He expresd -me degree of frustration that 1 w d d  "denr m y d  a "pmpef identity and 

dfaed adviœ as to how 1 could legïtinuteiy "hide" tfut "othef identity if 1 orer klt the 

"needed" to do ao. 

Rathes thui throwing open br discussion the imue of what it might mean to be a Jew 

who Wres certain positions on the Istlel-Pakstine conflict, such as the position that mcognks 

both nations' right to continue to aàst not as two sepurte entities but om the same land, my 

fathei's nationaiity seemeû to ovedetetmine d other aspects of my arpefience and pnctiœ- 

My intedoeutom wodd disaiise the politid ideas 1 a p m m d  by ciaimin6 that the P&stllii.n in 

me washdows the Jew. This attitude prcdudeâ .ny icknowkdganent that my pit ion  is 

rooted within i radid or ''pqpwivc" J d - k d i - i e f t  and liberal P.kstlliiui tditïon (tg., 

P8pp  1992. Siberstein 1999; Sud 1996)- In UUs way, my p i t i o n  wrs often disueditcd rs "pro- 

Pl)cainiui" 8nd even anti-sanitic 

When I was irrviîed to s p k  in the community on the brd-Pdestine d c t ,  it was 

suggested to me that my acttss to the Jewish community war pemitted ody Üwfu rs my 

speaficdiy Pdesünh  d cwld be ''controiied" by the fad thit I wm alao a jew. DrPiry a 

Jewish Nght du101 dYs ptcbcntation about "king Jewish and Paiestini~" 1 . r k d  if -ne in 

thed~h.d~mct.nhbaaPd~btiniuiinthcit~vcbtoIsrdain~ellhomc 

community and whai di but one young woman sûd "No", one young man turned to me and 

said, "Yau don't think you'd k invited hem to apeak to us if you wcrm't at k.st hdf Jewish, do 

you?" He was right, of course. Of dl of the invitations that a m i e  to me fiom Jewish 

organisations, few of them had wer invitcd a Pdestinian to spemk about the IsmeEPakstine 

conflict. 

These examples open up a discussion on identity that focus# on the pnetices of 

identification. The question is not so mu& "Who are yod" as What do you do that d o w s  me 

to decide who you am?" And "What do you do that makes you think you're r Jëw?" 1 th* 

these questions are cruciai ht undastanding why it was that 1 was initidy amfbd by the 

strategies that my intdocutors fohwed for idmtirjring me, and how they d d  k cocifused bp 

rny identifiati- 1 found that whcn my attachent to bml wm m t  like üut  of other Jews in 



diaspora, 1 eimp1y beume a Paiedinim. This s i g d k l  to me that th- is an expectaüon thrt as a 

Jew cme knows how to iden* with iard ,  and ont wiii do so c o d y .  That is, my positions on 

Jemdem, on the adusivity of the Jewish date. and on the problem of intemarriage .U 

signaîîed to th- 1 spoke with that 1 was not a Jew in the bime way th J they were Jewish. My 

mothds Jewbhness confemed upon me the right to c d  mysdf a Jew, but that was not suffiaeit 

fot identi€ying as a Jew. 

Thus, community members often iden- me in t a m s  of my "other" or hybrid self on 

the b.rir d their politid undedandings îhat fit the bgk d ni thdis t  ydcw d idaitity. 

T b  w u  not 8 cdcbntion d "ardistd" or %ybriâidWkïnp (and I'm mue this prspctive 

b not partieuh b thb community). The wry thrt 1 wae 8 o i q u h  identity w.r mon 

often thn not bmed on understandin45s of what it mcuit to k a Jew in diaspot.. if 1 did not 

rrrpaid in a way îhat w u  caaprehensible on thor (aay 1 %teune" 8 Plhtnlla. 

Whrt Idiscaveredthen w a s t h e s f n n ~ o € a ~ t . i u l d a i n  whichthe 

concept d national identity is central to memkts of what the podmodem thcaids would define 

as r  det te mit^" community. EL6 mudl as I wmted b insist on the hybridity and 

multipliaty of the "location" of Jews in diaspm, they insbted m an auhea(*ity in dation 0 

I.nal And when 1 paitkmeâ my d f  as multiply Imted, they rriirild the pomibility d nidi a 

position by locating me in d i f f m t  settings, as a member of one group or th+ o t k .  

As 1 thought these issues through, 1 wondered if perhaps 1 had gone h t  thb msead 

in the wroiig way. What if in my meditations on the postmodan wrys in whidi identities ut 

cautrudd, 1 as a kldwotka. h d  left khind how the arpeeîencc~) of identities are amt indy  

k ing  iecomtnideâ not as plural identities but in terms of authmtiaty, .s a singuîar identity? 

For throughout my xeseuch, notions of hybndity hüed to o p n  spaus for sustaincd i n k r p t i ~ ~  

dUMa011s  or reinterptetitions of nationaiities - despite the d a i m s  of Mode (1994) and n u y  

poamodeni u i t h n , p o w  (Appadurai 19% C M d  lm; Lavie and Swadenbq 19%). Here 

1 wodd I*c to retum to Mouffes quotation ateâ eark .Mi set R withui the context of national 



identifications and identities: 

... resïsting the cva-pirrnt texnptation to amstrud identity in tems d exclusion, ... 
we un ''convest !he antagonism of identity into the agonism of diffiitence", as 
Connolly pub it, and thus stop the potentid for violence that aias in ewry 
construction d an "us" and "them." Only if people's aUegiances ue multiplied and 
theV byl l t ia  pluriüzcd wül it k paiible to a a t e  tcuiy "agonisc plurilisma. 
Becs- where identities ue rnultiplied, pas&ms are divided (Mouffe 19!&111). 

Peihips we m o t  "escape" the rntqonisms of national identity i t  di, and the agonisms are 

about how detenitoridid identities may be in the process of r#onfi@g, retcnitorialising or 

P a h p s  tk diapra  natiorillism of the J e u s  points the wry to an undastuiddixmg of 

how even detersitoridised idaitities are loutable or situated identities. Whik esaping the 

d i ap ra"  kcomc "mAattda nther than "didouGdW in ways dunonstrrted by Jews in 

diaspora: they mùntain their sense of "loc~tion" in rommunity and in relation to W. Jews in 

~ t i o n  thit hs a history, memory and most recently, r tenitory, kael. But these Jews do not 

territddise thrt identity. 

Pahaps MouWs comment "where identities are multiplicd, w o n s  are dividedm 

(Mouffe 1-11), should k revised to date "commitments must k multipiid, in orde ttut 

have to a& what if those with whom we meet and engage d i m e  to acknowlsdge the p l u d i k ~  

of theu own "locations"? What if people do not self-identw as plurd identities but ~re rather 

guided by the tmns set by notions of authenticity and identity? And what if this ta, provides 



As pactitionem with 'history, bbgraphy, psyehology,' we occupy dmdurdy 
'diMacar iodions. Unless we are to b e n e  hopelesdy disembodid, dïs tnad and 
destabiiized within our own identities ... our locations need to be accounted fot, not 
wiiied awy, disguised, d d  or d t d  down into some big t d smeness.. .. 
To rpllr about and w d  for i "polila of locationW is not to go aUc a nnrl seshg 
place, an essence that we cm eonifortably attach &vcs to, but a "position" that 
works a g M 1  disembodimmt, immobibtian and s ü c n a  (Feminist M Hidorian, Joui 
Sarsr 1990, Pp. 24 and 40) 

Snm 1 am Ibo interesteci in highlighting the ways Uut poiitics ud didogue a n  occur 

acroes natiauny d u  borders, 1 tum now 0 on of th- moments when behg ''part" 

rrprraaitativl He hm a Mis(ds degrce in Jewish SW.l Studiea h m  a US. institutiaii and has 

been a Jmish ducator and f u n d e  sinœ compkting his d m .  

took a leave fmn his university d w  p p m  and wOIIC<( on a kïbbutz la six months. He 

describeâ his fint trip as 'unkiievrble. 1 w u  red exateâ. E- w.s in blmm and 1 redy 

fdt üIrc 1 was in M. It w u  a d arating feeling- Fl)y ... bndat manay [wu] ...the r d  

smr of couununity that aisti [on i Ki'bbutz]l Aithough Jemny ü v d  among Imli Jeus, he 

wrs also h d  with d e r  non-Jewish visitors to the kibbutz Still he fat there wrs a d #nuce 

of conneetion with what he w a  leamhg Lat was very different tmai the na*Je~d 

IsraeL He kit thit 

they saw it as another partof Histoty kit I Mt i d paraul put d h t  histoy... I 
think it was redly leacning about the land ... To me the land incozp01.k~ the popk, 
the hidoy, the language the land, the hysiai. 1 took i lot d dur in m h  h i s b ~  

itluminated a lot of the things that 1 wrs and 1 think that by going there it .or( ' 
hdying in Icbuoi. It made it r lot more tuyibie tdking about biblial hiebey and thai 
ibo jumpw into pcesent day Jewish histoy, the estibl*hmmt of the dite of hd. 
EvcLyfhing kclme d. It just w u d t  something that was taken out of a book 1 didn't 
have the connedicm Mir thmugh the books but thit amncction beame cvcn mart 
d ...As you're just wdk@ -und 1 just kept on thinking back to mm Jews 
w.Urtd: on this spot Mixe 1 have ïhey fought for this luid. ... My fïrst trip to M a d a  
. . . w ~ a v # y m o v ù i ~ ~ d d a p a i a i ~ j u s t ~ . b o u t ~ w h d e r t o y  
th.t~~aœoiitop~ttKmountrin,htH~sp.l.oc.tfKZerlobthrt~.snot 
toktJonapti~~bythcRom.nsdcctedtokiUthcmwltlied T o a n i t a t i l l ~ t s -  



trptivity thy shouldn't f d  inta 1 r edy  Mt a( them a ~ e c t i o n  in that space of aWO 
y a n  where thy lived fa their ideais. nicp were bom as Jmr W U  die as a Jms. 
This wiü never h a p p  again. [And] the Wdi [rrprrients] 2000 y c i n  d Wory-. it 
repments a strong c o d o n  [bt me]. 

When 1 mked Jemny to desaibe isnel to me he said, in part 

Fd&L ... Cuns. Tension. T~~ll loi l .  ... Rmponèbility. Beauty. Hope. Future. ... 1 
üünk k a e l  is a country relative to the hihue, sort d placed on a pedestrl. A country to 
c q e d ,  bor the most pu(. to admire the way they've taken in people h m  uound the 
world md  I think ... To me it represents the esaence of w h ~ t  it means to k Jewish and 1 
hop that &a me, these fedinp wül k carcied on into the futurp. Politidy people 
miy disyrrc and that's OK but 1 SW t h i d  t h t  wherrvcr you ayne hom [it's ours]. 

Jemny d c c t s  on Iavl in mu& the same way as did my otha interiautom. He is tind 

t o b l a s a J m ;  hefdtit wastheJms'luid,that it hddmani iy ford l  Jewsintenn~~fhido~. 

tradition. ancestry. He h d  committed to working in the Jcwish community and in p a c t i d ~  

with those cormnitted to stren@ening h d .  

Whiie on the tour we had a number of conversations. On one occlsior, on out way to 

an b d  Air Qcœ baue* 1 askeà him why he thought that Jews who ncnmrlly wouid be anti- 

mili(uy would r> admire the Lraeii umy. He said to me: 'Cniinlr about it. The key wod h 

LRel fkfiaiu Force is 'defend. This is not üke any 0th- uaiy in the w d d .  It is ddclldi~~." 

AftatheFndaytvonin6"~ces" at thewd,  J emnyc lme tomemdadd i f I  

would wdk t h g h  the " h b "  Quarter of the Old City on our way badr to the to the Hotd bt 

Shabbas dinner. At fïcst 1 thought he was plring and Iaughed it off but he becme very sezioiis 

and said he &y wantd to p Uuwgh the m a  with me. He had rmethïng he wanted to r k  

me. b as night fàl, we b a n  wdking bnn the PI- in front of the Wd t o w d s  the (~uMuI)  

"&da Quarte As we wdked. we tdked about the day's events* hduding the visit to Yad 

Vashem and the pcesentation by Benjlimin Netanyahu. Jetemy said that he dways feds m m  

when at Yad Vashem and he fecls that there one wxms just how important I s d  is bt the b s .  

When 1 r s k d  him if he d l y  klt like the Jews wouid always k threatened if thy didn't have 

th& own "territoqf' he q ü e â  in the affirmative. And when 1 ukrd then why he reinPMd in 

North Ameria he said it was b u s e  hg spouse did not want their c h i l h  to have to serve in 



Iad is a ule phce to 1.Lc refuge, s h d d  mythhg go wrong fa the Jms living miside of 

laid Hu spouse hcl. differenüy. To ha, LRd tcpwents danger, p.rticuluty because it 

wodd mean her children would be consaipted into the ka& army. 

As we walked thmiyh the da& i U y s  and c h a d  shops, passing PaIestWm teenrgrrs 

and dderly men as well as Israeli soldias, we continued to t.Ur And the* di at aice l~rrmy 

doppeâ, tumed to m e  and uid: "Okqr, so how do you b l  mw?" and 1 was baffld. "What do 

YOU mean?" 1 uked him, and he said: "Wh= I'm in the J W r h  Quarter 1 kd ed 1 kbng h- 

iikeitishome. I ~ w ~ t t o k n o w h o w y a r f e d h e i r t . ~  M a u W i g , o f a w r , u n a P ~ M  

athoneinaplmüIrcJ~emîn~hcewwryth.taJcwcyiaclatkomciaapliaLiL 

Jemudan? 1 replieâ h t  whiie it Mt " f d a r "  1 caildn't h d p  but "hal the oppression d the 

phce." Th.t as Israeli d d i m  w a k d  by 1 couldn't help but mk mye% "What uc they dohg 

h e ? "  And Jemny was astonished. He said: "You don't think we h m  to giw up J&an do 

y-? ni* uÜi never be a part of Pakstine!" And 1 sbot badr "For as l a y  as (hue ue ddicre 

here it is nobody's piace and fa as bng as it is occupied and people have b live unda müi- 

iule thece wül never k pema There w u  s h c e  as we w.llrcd thmugh theOld City and untü 

w e p ~ U u o u g h t h e J a f f a W e .  Jacmythendoppdandonœsaidagainapardhiranger 

IDw~d1&Ccnnllls101wh.1(hyhdda~totheJm HeœttheHo&iudinwrbng 

historiai üne of atrocities committd gainst the Jews, a hated p p k  Uuaighout history. W e  

tdkd Chen h t  the heinousncss of the N d  crimes. f askd Jeremy if he thought the mot of 

htnd towud the Jews w u  a n a t d  OCCURC~CC or if it was kuned, if the Cemuna h d  to kam 

to be Nuis? He ceplicd that he thought Uut they must have had to kmi to k Nuir, and thit dl 

people haû to leam to hate; it wasn't nahinl. It was i t  that moment that 1 came up with an ida.  

1 asked Jeremy if he had ever met an Anb or a Pdestinian f.mily klote and when he replicd in 

the negative, 1 w e  not surprid. 1 ukeâ him if he would accept Ihc ''chden@ of putt* l 

face (O UT "enerny" ao to speak, and Lnne to visit m y  fautiiy. He hesitatd but then .cccpkl. 

As we neared the hoW, Jeremy k m e  inacisîngiy sure that aKh a vïsit was d y  

what he wanted to do and encoucaged me to teiephone my unde immcdirtdy to m e  a 

trip the xœxt day sinœ we h d  no activities scheâukd on our t au .  At that pnnt 1 w o n d e d  if in 



fact 1 had made a mistake. 1 would be putting my f d y  members in a positim 1 had been put in 

oves thc yeus, of having to rhuo their painfui crpriemœ of Israel as kaeli  Arrbs, as 

Pdstiniuis. Nonetheless, 1 telephand my unde, told him that Jcremy was a fundmiser for a 

mapr Jewish organisation and uked if my unde would meet with him. My unde said he wrs 

deiighted, if only because it w d d  give him another opportunity to spend the  with me (!), and 

we a@ to meet the next evening outside the hotel in JerueJear. 

On the Saturday, my uncle, a building contractor in his late 50's and my cousin, a 

coikge rhdmt  in her urly 2O's, came to pick us up. AMrr a few bcief intrpductions and my 

undds "&hg up" -y (rubbing -Ys diin, in faet, and 8skïng why he hrd not r h v d  for 

the ocasion - the iormdity of the Palesthian up the iniornulitty of the North Amcrican!) 

WC dimkd into my unde's gray and custing Citrœn. WC putterd dong in the pourin6 

with windws dd up and g.s himes fitliirg the interior. My unck u id  he thoqht it w d d  k 

interestin6 to have Jemny aee the new date of Prkstllie. Jawny later d d e d  (hrt this had 

made him more nervous thui anything but when 1 asked him if th.1 was O-hy, he said h v d y  

"Sure". The discwuions begm h o c i t  immediateiy. My un& slid that he and Jemny would get 

dong fine as long as jeremy treaîeâ him with the respect he would show 0 t h  

As bng as you agme we are both hum- we will get dong. 1 don't are who you u e  ris 
long as you come to me as a human king kt, then we will be abk to judge, to 1.UC to 
agree and to d i s a p .  But only as human beings first. 

We dmve thrwgh Jemasalem a d  passed the 1 4  rnilitary -point and then the Pdestinian 

Authority checkpoint More coming into hlr l lah.  W e  lit- hit Randah  with a ûmg as we 

sunk in a d  out of 1 y e  potholes. Jeremy commcnted that these mads were v a y  unlike any of 

the mads we had travelied on the tour and my unde tumed to him and smileâ bwingiy .  My 

unde dmvc uound the centrai square where people avoïding the poufiiig nin duckd in and out 

clks and shops. Jnwiy todr in the sights, eommcnting on the n m  buildings beùig b d t  

dongide the old and dilapidated ones. Whm we p.sscd a p u p  of P.1esllll.n police standing 

in a atde at a corner, J-y a s W  if they wcrc the "security" police and my u d e  said: "Ihey're 

just plice." My unde pointed to areas where he and my runt had l i a  for a time in the 197Ws 



and then he ho* out d the car to see if we would be welcome to visit i t  a flmity friend's 

house. Wew~d~0~t8e,dweclinikdupa~~ofstUn,dintouioldstonehouse. 

We wem p&ed at the doot by a woamn in h a  W s  and her daughter-in-hw. She was 

arpecting her son to pin us at my time. We sat on two old mfas and were o f f d  cold drinlés 

and eookies. As we sat and dmnk, Jeremy looked uound, noted the television in the toom set on 

CNN and m e d  to relax. Soon the discussion begm. The eldaly woman was introduœd to 

Jeremy and was told thrt he wrs a member of a Jewish o~uiisltion h m  North Amerka. She 

&d h t  h e  WIl W m  h ui "hl&- dkeSkCI but thit whik ~ 0 i k i n 6  h th+ W& hc h d  

to cuy hb Pdestinh LD. ards and w d t  rllowed to trcivd with his US. Iiba\cy ar. Jacmy 

a p m s d  his vKw that auch oppression was wmmg but then imartdi.tdy hunchcd into a 

âimmkm of how w m g  it had ben thit people couid not rcapt the Jewbh date in 1947, and 

how things might have ban diHecent if the s h t e  hrd ken rcapted. M y  unde iounediateiy 

cespcmded: "Why did y w  come here and take m y  lad?  What did 1 do to y o d  Why d d n ' t  

you corne here and live with us instead of trlsing the land from us and ldwy us to live with 

you?" The eldnly woman cut in and said thrt the situation in the ucr w.s much more 

cornplicateû than whcthn or not the PaItsthi11~ would h.vc a@ to any wttlcment in 1948. 

She pointeâ to the furnihue we were sitting on and said that it was hiniiture that she had lost in 

her house in M e  (now an Israeli aty) in 1W8 and that she c d d  d y  iedrllm it .fter Istd 

occupied "the rest of Pdestine" in 1967. She m d  nothing much had dunged fmm 1947 to this 

day, as ~ h e  continutd to liw under occupation. 

The conversation then took on a life of its own with comments and counter comments 

flying. Jemny's intmjections ranged h m  "How could your pople murder innocent pcopk in a 

market oc on a bus? and "Why didn't you stand up for those innocents?" My unde, the women 

ud the y-g atm, who now pimd us. answered with Wait a minute* this ir mt .II P i * a i n w  

that are doing WB" and W h y  do you think that h k  me ku humin Ihui you? Whca do you 

duid up for us?"' At eveqr point when there e m e d  some sene of "ibc1tionU or poiitiai 

remlution on the tabk, Jemny wodd sly: 7 h i s  is such an cmotional issue and t h e  is no truth, 

oniy pempedivc." My un& at one point said: "ïhis is pditics, not psyddogy." When my unde 



and the mn q u e d  that without iand, cornpaisrition uid return, th- w d d  never be p.c* 

Jemny seemed ilmo6t oowd into rn agrrraient, but then quickly said he didn't think rrhirn was 

possible and left the disrusaion at th& 

After about aie hour of watching both Jemny awn c b  b team as he yued b m  bis 

position and my unde and h i i y  fiends shake their herds in disbelief, 1 felt complctely drùned 

by the aperience. And hunsy! W e  thnlred out hoc& and my d e  then hvited us b a steak 

dinner at a nice restaurant in IClmdah. We wese =ated in the imge restaurant and as we 

continutd to discum the mhicüon of Pdcstuii.ns in the West Ba& the Oslo Accordr, the rok of 

A m d a n  Jews in Ianli politics, a lightnesa enterd the conversation a d  my unde and Jemny 

beg.ntopke.rrnuid. E v c y o n e ~ d b ~ m ~ m o r e n l u r c d u i d r e i d y t o ~ ~ ~ t r r i n t o s c r i o u d  

discussion once mon. ARCI a fulfilling memi, the best âther Jc10my or 1 h d  eaten in d the timc 

we spent in k a e l  on tour, we triwiltd bdc to FruslJem. On the wiy in, there wem no braeIi 

ddias waiting for us at the checkpoints. 1 askd Jmmy wlut he thowht d the fad th& for di 

the taik of tarorisrn and the "Uifiltratim of tenorists from the West Bank" and di the kar  that 

was iiwtilld in the Isneii population, we had just p d  ttvough what is for ail intents and 

purposes an "open border" betwcm R u n d a h  and J d e m  jemny simply ceplied that it 

scared him and that he eould not understand how i t  w u  possible. 

Fmrn thit moment to this dry, Jemny and I have chatted on the phone about Israel, 

Jm*h pditics, Amcrian politics. personai dationships. and just abnit eveqthhg. And we 

have had hvo opportunitics to meet as well. Jeremy h u  told me that hc d y  appmcïated the 

opportunity to q e a k  to my funiiy and family fiiends, and though it was h u d  for him to Lista to 

what thy had to =y, he Edt that perhap it had bcni h a d  for them to &istetn to hù perspectives is 

well. I was pleased that he had made the effort to meet with them and to try to tPlre the issues on 

with people who experiend the ramifications of a politics that only Iegitirmted the Jews' 

location in 1-d. 



When 1 asked Jeremy in a port-tour inteiview what he most nmembered about OU 

tour, he tecounted our trip toge the^ to the West Bank is follows: 

[I met this woaun]. She sti l i  hr a lot of t.müy on both sides, mother's side md father's 
ride and when we were in lnvl 1 w u  invited to job her together with .U the diflnmt 
relatives and 1 küeve it w u  the hghiight out d dl the trip Ifve e r a  been in hael. 
Pdestïniui Anbs who knew Uut 1 wm Jcwish, who biew my p i o n  fa the land and 
theppIe ,but  agahit w i s a ~ , v a y m a n t y h i l k c r u s e I s d d r c t b i t b y ~ ~  
uivited into UKU home not that uiybody noticede t h y  wcre people jurt üIrc m y d  and 
my fmllty who wanted to [iive normrlly]. And just by kiiy in their homes,. It w u  so 
-8 why can't two people awtut with one uioüia? We're dl di&rrnt. Thy CM 

go their way we a n  80 our way but roll get up in the mcming without kuing for their 
livc* br no remon whitaoever and it wu,  again R was a ray anotiod apMnœ fbc 
me.toiht*that. IUUnkthac i shop(orp ice~~theAr .brandJewr  W e h v e  
a0 ac(irCiy WC th& attitude towuds ad, o h  and 1 UUnt it won't happen 
wemight, but it hm to hrppm îhough. 

It was by virtue of "kmting" I d  in the lives of Pdestiniu\b that Jaeaiy d d  sec h t  

e u l i a  definitions h m  ~ p u a t i o n  to &- and he had huminird the Pdestinùns. This dcp 

man who is cormnitted not only to the Zionist ided - he was the d y  person 1 met o v a  the 

who was irco~iduing a politics ddirporeuioa and speiliiy h t  the pageibilitb thit the 

Jews and Pdcdinims could nraist with one amthet. J s e n y  ir not done in hir a p i i a i œ  of 

one kae l  and yet he, lïke Lynn and Muiene (profiled &ove) owing to theïr cnmmitmenîs to 

I s m L  set out to discorn .II they could about the td-Pales t ine  conQict. Lynn kürva that 

more contact with Palestlliiuis could kad to pater undastuidin6 b & w n  Jewr ud 

Pdestiniw. p u t i d d y  the new generation of youth in diaspora. Mulene promotes uid 

supports s u d i  contact both in Israel as well as in North Amesia in the pmpmming rhc funds. 

Thy have each in the* own way d o u g h t  thek relaüonship ta the date without any duninidieci 

cornmitment to J e w s  or Jewishness. 

1 would d d  that the impliatinis of such thinking about idenaty and ties to home and 

homdand are pdound when tunûng to examine the reîationship d migrant w o r k e ~  uid 

d g e e s  to their homdands. This topic is beycmd the of this dimedation but it is an acea 80 



whieh I h o p  to turn in future reseuth. 

Inu-mce" 

1 b q p  and ended this dissertation with dections that e x p ~  utaph d e :  

H.anih Arendt% c d  on each of us to be able to "ka and expience in an/otMs place in order 

to jdge appropiirtely, and Ciutis White's desire Eor a "red nowhere," a play on imaginuy 

d t i e s  and üluroy places and the place of utoph's in our imaginings. Bdh quotes speak b my 

own desise and ambiviknœ .bout the nature of positing ubopu, pibüi l ias  Lor pnctid 

i d e n t i t a a n d ~ ~ h l a .  Ih.v.dumcdth.1ontheoaehuidbciaonSandiutiocuinthe 

~ ~ t l d i r r ~ m d t h . t a t U r ~ O m q u d i i n i . ~ h ~ ~ ~ t b " r a l *  

a,~\d~~uences for people's lives. But 1 hop 1 have .Ira r h m  that these hughhgs are defined 

by their fiuidity, th& oonstrudd iorms. Evayday actiorw and imrginhgs ue at once a mema 

d lldKh6 phces and 1 4  identities. By emgaging with o h m ,  WC tnnsfbrni the wdd,  m-6 

it into a w d d  of p b .  To say "nation" is not b M t  R to bution. Nations uc named, thy 

are expcrienced, and they me nurated or given me*. 

Gught as I am ûetwccn/.mong the n m d ,  imagined placa and "naticms" of knd. 

Pi*dim and b a d 4  1 i m a e  a ürm when othas might fed ''uu@" toa In such a th* we 

inriy k iMe to shift w analytîal hneworks to explore and d c h  our pracüces u the hykidr 

thatwedare. 

We n d  a utopian sense of coUective place. 



1) Was thîs your ûrst trip to israd? If yes, why did you c b  to travd now? If no, how may 

times have you t n v e ü d  to Isnel in the past? What wcre your msons for corning to israel in the 

p s t ?  What was your teason this tirne? 

OR 

Whm was your fird trip ta I s d ?  Why did you duioa b travel then? How many times have 

you tnvdltd to Isnd? What were your re- lot tnv- bdc to i s d ?  

2) C.n you say mmdhhg about yout datianship to M? How h a  it evoived awit the y? 

3)DesuibeIwitltolne* 

4) Whm you spak to youi fnnids and flmily h t  brd, what do you anpbise? 

5) Was (hem any e v c n t / p r n a l i t y / p l œ  visited on a tour 0 Lrwl that pmmpkd you to Uunk 

difiwcntiy about Israd? About Jews in the wodd? About Jewish idmtity? About North 

Americui Jewry? About Paleainuns? About Anbe? 

6) In your opinion, how important is I s r d  to North Amnian Jewu? In what wiy is it an 

important phce? in what way is it irreIevant, if any? 

7) Similuly, in your opinion, how important ue North Amerian Jews to brd? To I s d  Jcws? 

in what ways are they irrelevant, if at dl? 

8) Do you ôeiieve ttirt tours to Isnel are an important meam O€ linlsiiy North Amaiun Jews to 

the state of Israd? To Isradis? To other Jews? If yes, how so? If not, why not? 

9) How do you f d  about the Oslo Peace Accords signed betwcen i s rd  and the Pal-? Do 

you thhk this agmment has trmdormed Notth Aareriun jewish prspcctives on the kael- 

P . l e s th  conflict? If so, how? if not, why not? 

10) Do you thhk you will return to Israel? Why or why not? 
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