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This study uses 1991 Abonginal Peoples Survey data and intemïews with migrants to 

Wmnipeg to Vivestigate the personal charxterktia of Regktered IndZans who have 

rentmed to reserves d e r  moving to cities, and those who made multiple moves between 

the two areas. M u l t i k t e  analyses of the effeas oÇ demogaphic, socioeconomic, and 

some cornmunitg variables on r e m  migration found diat retum m*gcants were iitde 

different than those who did not return. mile intem-ews Indicated that circulation was 

conunon. modeL p r e d i h g  circulation fàiled to ad-tely capture multiple moves. 

While there is migration to cities for employment and education, odier reasons 

indude the attraction of urban life to youth, h d t h  are,  and housing issues. Rasons for 

retum migration induded the pull O€ community, and the supports of extended h d y -  

Social integmtion into the reserve or urban comrnunity seems to b e  kpor tmt  in r e m  

migration. Retum on retirement and cornmuthg may be common strate*. 

Keywords: Aboriginal demograp hy, cLcu1a.r migration, retum mgnaon, 1991 Abonginal 

Peoples Survey 
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aDter 1, Introduction 

It is g e n d y  thought that the predominmt fomi of  mobility o f  Canadian 

Abonguial people is movernent Eom Fmt Nations communities into urban areas. To some 

e x t e n ~  this has been the case In 1966, only 16% of people registered under the Indian Act 

lived off-reseme (Beaujot, 1991: 245). This had increased to 29% by 1982, and to 41 9% in 

1996 WAC, 1997b: 5). Much O €  the incrase in the off-reserve population has occutred in 

large urban areas. By 1991, over 40% of the Registered Indian population, md almost half 

of the t o d  Aborigind population o f  Canada w;is living in Census ~Metropolitm Areas 

(Peters, 1994 4). Migration to cïties has been p;irricularIp predent  on the p m k k  

(Clatworthy, 1980; Siggner and Locatelli, 1980; N o k ,  1990: 40). Aborigind people now 

make up more than 7% of the metropolitm populations in Regina and Saskatoon. and 

nearly that much of the population of Wmnipeg (Statistics Canada, 1998). 

However, only some of this increase has been due to migrahon Lit0 d i e s  fiom 

resems and other non-urban areas. The 1985 changes to the Indian Act added 

approxliiateLy 104,000 people to the Indim Register, most of whom continue to live in 

ü i h ï  ze3j @<AC 1997b). Ili ï d ~ ,  +e zLpciüi i  süezii' b e ~ ~ e e f i  Püs; ?&~:iüns md 

Pnirie cities is much more bi-directionai. Berneen 1986 and 1991, both resema and Iqe  

urbm areas had positive net in-migration OF Aboriginal people (Clatworthy, 1996). As 

important as it may be to examine the reasons for mobility k o m  First Nations into urbm 

areas, it is equdy  important that we look at  the reasons that people undernke moves in the 

opposite direction. 

While some to reserves €rom the city are fit-tirne m i p a ,  many appear 

to be people who have at some t h e  rnoved into the city kom a resene community. As 

mel1, some of these people may have mule multiple, circular moves berneen the two 

communities. Clatworthy and Hull (1983: 47), for exmple, have found that of recent 

Aborigind migrants to Regina m d  Saskatoon, over one third had lived in those àties at Ieast 

twice before theu most recent move. Denton (1972) h;is found tiiat there mmq be mmy 

mipntS who lave reselves For the city with the intention of evenmdly returning. Gerber 

(1984) hm suggested that much of the migration between cities and Aborigind communities 



has taken place in the form of dud residences, and that moves becracen the mo areas m a .  

be fiequent. 

However, return and kcular migration among Aboriginal people has been seldom 

studied, in part because of limitations of the a d a b l e  data and incornpiete theoretical 

h e w o r k s .  This study is an attempt to add to our understanding of the nature of return 

and circular migration between ceserves and urbm meas, as well as the characteristics of 

those who choose to ceturn home, and dieu motivations for doing so. 

1.1 Why Study Retuni Migration and Circuiar Migration? 

There have been no major studies that directly address the phenornenon of return 

migration between urban areas and Canadian Aboriginal communities. Reseudiers have 

typicdly concentrated on the rates and absolute mounts of net migration berneen dies  

and non-urban comrnunities- The attention has been on the increase or decrease in 

population of the two areas, wïthout much distinction between those who move for the 

First tirne, those who retum home, and those who undernke multiple moves. However, 

there are severai important reasons that we should direct our attention to return and circular 

migration, dong with changes in popuiauon size to which these ypes oi move coniriiurr. 

For one thing, by focussïng on net done, we are irnpticitly assurning that 

those who lave as part of the prirnary Stream and those who malce the retum move in the 

opposite direction are similac Some studies of return migration, such as Gmelch's (1983) 

study of return m-gration to nid Newtoundlmd and Irish comrnunities, have found 

significant differences between primvg and retum migrants, in terms of age and rn&d 

status. Other studies have found that return migmts may differ €rom p r i m q  migrants in 

terrns of eduation (Rosenbaum, 1993; Hou md Beriujot, 2994). I f  those who move back to 

the area of origin are select in te- of demopphic, socioeconornic, o r  other 

characteristio, return may contribute to changes in the structure and composition 

of the home population. For example, it has been suggested that those who return to the 

place of 0rigi.n may tend to be those who, through ld of education or applicable skilis, 

have been unable to find suinbie employment in the host community (Denton, L972). On 

the other hmd, retuming may have been part O t the ocigind plan of the migrant. Those 



who retutn may have gained valuable s u  and educition as a result OC their move to the 

citg, and rnay enrich the home cornmunitg (Richmond, 1993: 270). In either case, 

understanding the characteristics oFthose who choose to return may help us underseuid the 

real effects oCcetum migration on the home comrnunity. 

It is also important to keep retum migration somewhat concephially separate from 

prirnary migration, whïIe we treat it within a gend  theo ry of migration. As Bearnan and 

D'Arcy (1980) and DaVanm (1976) have noteci, retum migration is quite a diEerent 

phenornenon than pcimary migration, and there are good reasons to betieve that people 

Pke Lit0 account diKerent tjctors when choosing to retum home. In most cases, people are 

moving in the direction opposite to that which w e  would predict by looking ;it die 

ernployment opponunities in eadi a r a  ( H i s c o ~  198E 587). They dso are moving to an 

a r a  about which they Iikely possess neir-perfect information, whereas primay mi gr an^ 

often undenake rnoves to places about which they rnay have only irtcomplete information 

(Rosenbaurn, 1993). However, while a distinction should be made between pxhzy  and 

remm migration, they may also be thought ofas coewistingwithin systems o€"grrition. 

There are also reasons for the study of return migration that are particu1a.r to the 

case oiKegistereci inckans in Cmad;5 and the movemenr benaeen reserves and urbm areas. 

Peters (1994), in a demographic study for the Royd Cornm*ssion on Aboriginal Peoples, has 

identified the importance of understanding the demopphic processes that affect the sue 

of the Registered 1ndka.n population in urban areas and on ceserves For the development of 

plans for Aborigind self-government in urban xm. As well, as Goldstein (1954) has 

pohted out, return migration rnay have implications for the snbiiity of cornmunities both 

on reserves and in urbm arem. This mzy p;im'niI;irly be the case if there is a high degree OF 

hyperrnobility, or the m;iking of fiequent moves between the city and Aborigind 

corrununities . 

The case of migration between reserves and urban areas is dso unique in diat 

residence on resetves is generdly subject to the requirement ofregistntion under the Indian 

Act, as well as that of membership in an Indian Band (Wherret, 1996). Changes to the Act 

in made 1985 have uicreased the number OF people registered under the Ac& and thereby 

may affect the arnounr of renirn migration to resemes (Cla~orrhy, 1996). As well, 



migration O€ Registered Indians between cesemes and urban areas represents a movement 

between LderaI and provincial o r  municipal responsibility €or social services such as health 

care and sociaI assistance. It is important to undeoeind the nature of migration patterns 

between resemes and urban areas, as this migration d Wrely affect resource allocation both 

in AborigLial cornrnunities and in the cities. 

î2 Limitations of Exïsting Theoreticai Frameworks 

It has largely been assumed by those who study that retum in 

general represents mobility in order to correct =lier migration misakes (DaVmo, 1976; 

Rosenbaum, 1993). According to this view, people rehirn to theü place OC birth iifier f%hg 

to realize their economic goais in the host community. This assumption is dso cornmon in 

the study of the urbanization of Aborigind Canadians, in which those who return are o6en 

seen as having failed to gui employment or to cope with the c u l ~ n l  ciifferences between 

citieç and Aboriginal communities (Denton, 1972). This orientation towards return 

may in part be due to the long-the predomliance of econometric models in the 

study of migrabon, and to the emphasis on hbour market pressures in the decision to move 

QGxU;-ai -md E v  fr'rr~ui-Xuwii uiy, i9ôq. û iü r i i o ~ i  ~ L V =  yfi~~djï L v ~ ~ f i  

conceptudked in tems of a cost-benefit fr;uneworli, in which both economic and non- 

economic Factors, such as proximity to Çriends and Ln, are eduated. This mode1 of 

migration decision-making was Fust ;lrticuI;lted by Lee (1966), who saw potential migrants as 

evduating various positive and negptive fictors associated with the areas of origïn and 

possible destinations, with intervening factors such as distance imd the cost of moving. 

FoUowing this fcamework. v o l u n q  p r i m q  migration h s  genedy been found to be 

heavily influenced by economic motivations (Shaw, 1975). Retum miption, then, has ofien 

been seen as the resuit OF the reevduation of these costs imd benefits afier the initiai move, 

in light of more complete information p i e d  through experience. 

In the case of return miption OF Aborigind people, this b e w o r k  may not be 

entirely adequiite. The implicit wumption in these models is that people Ieave with no r d  

intention of returning. Those who move are often contmted with those who do not move, 

in a mover-stayer typoIogy. In the case of return miption, those who make only the 



pNnary move are contrasted with those who make the r e m  move home. Circular patterns 

of? migration have nonetheless been identified in the study OF nval to urban migration in 

devdoping countries (Chapman, 1978). In these ases, migrants rnay lave niral 

communities with eve ry intention of retuming to theü home cornmunities afrrr a period of 

the,  which could range fiom within a day in the case of comrnuting behaviour, to a few 

years (Peterson, 1978). Within Canada, it has been found that nany migrants From Atlantic 

Canada rnay lave with the intention O€ retumlig (House, White, and Ripley, 1989: 80; 

H i s c o ~  1987: 595). The hding by Clatworthy and Huii (1983) of significant numbers of 

people who have made multiple moves betsueen pniri-e cities and reserves mzy suggest that 

in £àct some retum moves are made as part OF a stntegy that people have contemplated 

before making the initial m-ption. In an ethnopphic study OF migration between a 

reseme and a large urban centre, Denton (1972) found that there was an expemtion m o n g  

the young men in the cornrnunitp that they would move to the city for o time, afier which 

they would iikely retum. As wel, Gerber's (1984) suggestion that there rnay be patterns of 

dud residence bemeen Abonginal communities and urban centres may lead us to question 

whether we can consider eadi p r i m p  and retum migration as sepamte evaluations of push 

iuid pull Fitors, ur whrther ii  is mure appropriate to Uiink OF mese moves as a p m  of a 

system of circular migtation, or dud residence, in which rnoves ;ire O fien no t intended to be 

permanent- 

1.3 MethodoIogical and Data Tjmitations 

While the motivations for primw migants from Aborigïnd communities to urban 

cenmes have been given some attention in the litennire, dan Iirnitztions have prevented the 

careful investigation oE retum migration or circulation among Aboriginal migrants. Census 

data have been the most comrnon source of micro-Ievel information on patterns of 

migration in Canada. The census s k s  respondents where they were Living five yeas before 

census day, dong with their place of birth. These questions enable the identification of 

some people who had moved and returned home, but people who mide multiple moves in 

the intervening Eïve yean could not be identified using these d a n  (Rosenbaum 1988). The 

1991 census asked respondents to report their place O€ residence one year before, in 



addition to the Cive-year mobilitp question. However, this addition hiis not alleviated the 

problern of  the inability to identify multiple moves made betsween the dates captured by the 

dam, o r  people who move and retum home wïthui one year (Rosenbaum, 1993). Problems 

with census data have been exacerbated in the case OF Aboriginal people because of the 

historically low participation rate in censuses, both by individuais and by Aborigind 

communities (Peters, 1994: 7)- 

Mer the 1991 Census, Statistics Canach conducted a post-cernai s w e y  of people 

who haci reported Abonginai ethnic origin. The Aborigïnd Peoples Survey Liduded 

questions about the respondents' previous places of residence, as weil as their reasons for 

moving and a question about dud residence (Stxtistics Canada, 1993). The data kom the 

1991 APS hoId much more promise for the smdy of retum migration, dthough as with the 

Census itself, the APS data suffer Eom a low participation rate. 

While the 1991 APS data un be seen as an Lnprovement over the previously 

a d a b l e  sumey data, there cernain difficulties that may be impossible to adequately address 

using quantitative d a n  The rasons thnt people give For u n d e d n g  a move, €or example, 

may ofien be more cornplex than cui be aptured with survey methods. As weii, the data 

do nor give us a ciear indication oi the parrems of miprion, and whetner peopie inrenà ro 

retum home when they move to the àty. The use of APS data to smdy mobiiity also 

requires that the respondents define themselves as having moved. I t  may be diat in the Lase 

of cornrnuting or circular migration, an individual may no t consider a short-term move ;is a 

change of residence. In order to corne to an understmding OF the process of  migration 

between ceserves and urban aras, it is important to understand what the process m m s  to 

the migrants themseIves. 

1.4 Objectives of This Study 

This study is an nttempt to add to our understmding OF the pattern of migration 

between Fkt Nations and prairie cities, by concentmting on retum and circular migration. 

In particular, we are interested in the reasons that Imd people to retum to their home 

communities, as well as identifjing whether those who retum are different in ternis of 

demogmphic and socioeconornic chmcteristics from those who remah in the city. We are 



dso interested in investigating the importance of circular mobïlïty between the m o  areas, 

and the reasons that people undertake multiple moves. The goal O€ this study t to place 

return and circubr mobility between First Nations and Prairie cities within a larger 

theoretical b e w o r k ,  and to examine the extent to which various theoretid approaches 

are applicable to the case oÇAborigina1 migration on the Prairies. 

î.5 Methodologicd Approach 

In Iight G€ the above discussion oÇ the difficdties with exisàng data sources, we have 

combined qualitative and quantitative methodologies to enhance the understanding of the 

patterns and motivations involved in return niption between reserves and urbm centres- 

Despite dieu limitations, the 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey micro-Ievel d m  are helphl to 

anaiyze the differences between retum and nonretum migrants- Using logistic muItiple 

cegression techniques, the ability O € d e m o p p  hic, socioeconomic, and culhid-linguis tic 

varÎab1e.s to predict return mobiiity were e.mmhed. 

As weU, interviews were conducted wïth people who had moved fiom reserves to 

census metropolitan areas. In partinilu, we item-ewed adult people registered under the 

I?&z Ac% k. n r k  tc! k p m  cï r  ~~r(nrrc in&~ d ~ h e  r n ~ t k z ~ ~ t i ~  i m ! v e d  rsUF.tic.i 

and retum migration, and the pattems oÇm-ption between resemes and urban areas. 

The s m d  size of our qualitative sample, and lack of a systemztic sampling tfame, do 

not d o w  us to generaiize kom those people whom we were able to intemiew to the 

Aboriginal population as a whole. However, the respondents' expenences with their own 

mobiiity, as weii as theu knowledge of the patterns oÇ mobihty berneen resemes and urban 

a r a ,  helped us understand the contexc in which migration &es place- We asked 

participants to act as inforrnants who could give us a better idea of the types of rnobilitp 

pattems that exkt and the reasons behind these patterns. Discussing the mobility process 

with those who have u n d e d e n  a move From a reserve dso helps us to make this and 

future research more relevant to the migrants themseives, by identifjring the problems that 

they see nssociated Mth migration. 



2.1 Introduction 

Before analyzing migration between Fi t  Nations Communities and cities, it k 

important to assess the major theoretid approdes  to migration in gened, and the smte 

OC the litemture on renirn migration flows in pcitticular. Both have been L z l y  dominated 

by economic cost-benefÏt models, dthougtt there are other theoretid streams that cannot 

be so easily subsumed by economics. It is our position t h a ~  dthough these economic 

models are valuable, they should not be reIied upon to pcoduce a complete theoy of 

migration behavïour. Instead, we should attempt to integrate other models Ïnto our 

thinking in order to more adequately describe the redity of humm decision m h g .  

In order to understand the dynxnics of m-gration between £ k t  nations and urbm 

centres, one rnust dso be aware of the Iegd context in which it occurs, and some OF the 

historicd hcts which have Ied to the current situation. We wdI briefly describe the le& 

situation of reseeve comrnunities, and the implications O f registration under the Indian Act, 

as well as the effea of the recent mendrnent OF the Act. 

There have been a f i  quditative sociologid studies of migration of Status 

Aborigind people into &es kom reserve comrnunities. WhiIe not providing ernpiricd 

evidence of return or ciccular migr;ition patterns, they do provide some help in detecnüning 

the dynamics behïnd such Clows, and the ~ c t o r s  which should be considered in our own 

malysis of return mïpt ion .  

Fmaiiy, the quantitative evidence about migration between cesemes and urban 

centres will be reviewed- This evidence k spme, but seems to indiate that the flow of 

people into cities b e p  betsueen the end of the Second World Wiu and the 1960s. 

However, between the middle of the 1960s and the 1990s, both teserves and urban areas 

have been net e n e r s  of m i p n .  Although there have been no studies done rhat focus 

specifically on return migration, there k some Iimited evidence for the existence of strong 

return s t r m s ,  as well as for the presence olsome cücular component migration, 

in these quantitative studies. 



2.2 Push-Pull Frarncwodcs 

There has been a tendency For those studying migration to hvour an economic 

approach to the topic, and to consider people's migration decisions 3s the result of a 

rational cos t-benefit analysis. The concepts O Ç push and pull Eictors assochted with various 

places have become the core of much that passes for migation theorp, including the human 

capitai approaches which d be desmbed below (Krishnan and Odynak 1987: 385). These 

models implicidy contain some notion of cational decision miiking, and some fomi ofcost- 

benefit calculus. In genernl, this approach considers people to move as a result of pushes 

kom unacceptable conditions at the place of origin, or of pulls towards comparabively 

better conditions at poteniid destinations. This typology of motives has much intuitive 

attmctiveness, but suffers from some shortcomings which we d discuss ahet outlinhg the 

major contributions to rhis theoretical approach, 

Lee (1966) sought to create a gened theory OC migration. This h e w o r k  holds 

that people move in response to positive and negabve tactors associated with th& place of 

origin, and each possible place of destination. These factors may be such thing; as job 
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account in dieu decision-making. In addition to these place-specific Factors there are 

htemening obstacles to migration, OF which disoince is a perennid example, that act to 

impede mobility. 

An important contribution made by Lee is the acknowledgement of selectivitg of 

migration. Migration is affected by the personai chmcteristics of migrants thernselves. 

These personal charzcteristiq such as age, and maritai status, afÇect the ways in which an 

individuai responds to, or  weighs the various hcton at ocigin and destination and the 

intemening obstacles. Afier d, not everyone in a gîven xea will choose to mi-grate in 

response to the same hcton. IÇwe are to explain migration behzviour, we should be able to 

explain why some residents of ;m a r a  choose to move, mhile others do not. The most 

important penond chmcteristic, according to Lee, is the potentid migrant's stage of the 

Ii fe cycle at the time O E the decision-maklig. Such life-cycle even ts as gemng mmied, hnving 

children, or retiremenc cui dramaticdly change the ways in which an individud evduates 



the various costs and benefits associated wïth the positive and negative Eictors at origh and 

destination- 

A hrther advancement in the theoq O€ migration that has been made by Lee is the 

incorporation of knowledge into a decision-rnakuig b e w o r k .  Migrants do not have 

perfecg and perhaps not even very good, idormation about what to expect at a given 

destination- As a result, migration is inevitabIy r ï s b *  and uivoIves an amount of u n c d t y ,  

The avdabitity O€ jobs and econornic opportunities at a possibIe destination may eady be 

mis-perceived by a potentid migrant who has never been there, and who may not know 

anyone who has. O n  the other han4 the migcant does have a much better awareness about 

the conditions at the current place of residence, and miiy even tend to overestimqte the 

benefits associated with a place in which he or she has spent many ye;us (Lee, 1966:50). 

One of the shoncornings of Lee's theo y O€ lies in the any in which 

migration is dehned. WhiIe mort definitions of include dl geopphic mobility 

over a certain distance, regmdless of tirne spent, Lee chooses to exclude ~o important 

mes of moves. Lee excludes those mipaons  that ocair in very short time perïods, such as 

c o m m u ~ g  behaviour, as weiI as the long-term mghg that is characteristic of nomadic 
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to remain sntionary und penuaded to move. However, there are many exvnples a d a b l e  

of peoples who have moved more or les  constmtly at various times in their histories 

(Goldscheider, 1971: 51). Whiie these tgpes of mobility may be more difficult to incorporate 

into a "push-pull" Fcamework, others, such as Petersen (1958) have attempted to fit them 

into more complete typologies of miption.  As well, the importance of shorr-term, or 

comrnuting behaviour has been indicated by other wrïters in studies OF people who 

comrnute between places of residence and places of work (Chapmm, 1978; Be;~~nan and 

D'Arcy, 1980; Gould and Prothero, 1975). Both of these types of mobility should be 

incorponted into a genenl theo y O f rnigation, beciuse they indicate the range of mo bility 

patterns, and the e e t y  ofways in which people are willing to change their geopphy  in 

order to meet their needs. Rather thm eucluding types of mobility that do not appear to be 

cornmon, we should consider mobility types as beïng positioned somewhere on the two 

continuums of geopphic disouice and time between moves. 



Instead of assuming that people genedy prefer to rem* sntionary, which is 

refüted by even a cursory consideration of  the various nomadic cultures around the wodd, 

Petersen (1958) r e k s  to the physical concept of intrfrk to describe peoples' mobility 

preferences. This is to say that people who are at rest tend to stxy where they unles 

thece is some compelling reason to move. Peoples who are in motion will tend to remain 

that way, if theirs is a culture that has adapted to b&g on the move. This dows Petersen to 

încorporate those people who, for one reason or  another, rnake repeated migration when 

permanent settlement would be possible- 

Petersen helphiiy divides migrations into i'eled andjoned migrations, or  those in 

which the migrants have some choice in whether to move, and those in which they do not. 

Migrations are also dinded into those which are conrd~, in which people move 

geographically to maintain other components of theu lifestyle, and those which are 

innodm, in which people seek new expenences, or  improvements in their weli-being 

(Petersen, 1958: 261). fiom ecologid dinsters such as droughts, or wandering to 

follow game would be examples of consemative behaviour, as migrants in these cases move 

in order to mauitaui their food supply. Likewise, c o n ~ u e d  mobilirp of nomadic people may 
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Immigrant mobility to the new wodd may be considered innovative behaviour, because 

many people may move in search of a iife that is in some respects better than that which 

they leave behind. 

Petersen's tgpology is helpful in that it dows us to incorporate those who tend to 

remain in motion, and remulds us that people move not only to better their situation, but to 

keep it the same. However, Petersen tends to ignore people who mi-pte even though their 

prospects at the destination may be worse in some respects than they were at the origin 

(Krishnan and 0dyn;Js 1987: 386). In other words, we cannot say dehltively that people 

improve the& lives by moving. They are only able to improve i t  in particular dimensions. As 

Ravenstein (1885, in Lee, 1966: 47) suggests, people usudy mow to improve their situation 

in economic respects, but this may O C C U ~  at the cosn of other aspects of their qudity oflife, 

such as climate, convenience, or proximity to fiends and h i l y .  We therefore have to 

consider not only why people move, but what types of adeoffs people make when 



deciding to rnigratq and what effects the personal fkctors identified by Lee (1966) may have 

in rnaking those decisions vodaro, 1976:19). 

23 The Human Capital Mode1 

Most modeis of migrabion decision-making developed in recent years have made 

implicït o r  expikit use of the cost-benefit h e w o r k  best described by Sjaastad (1962). 

EssenaalIy an economi-c modei, this cost-benefit ?tework, or "Human Capitd" model 

treats migration as "an equilibntùig mechmism in a chmghg economy" (Sjxiastnd, 1962: 

80). Mïgt-riti~n promotes efficient resource docation, in which labour is the resource under 

study. This is true both at the r i ~ m o  and the micro levels. Ar the aggr-te level, the model 

holds that people WU tend to move from areas with f i e t  oppomnities to those with 

higher income leveis o r  lower unemployment. Assuming a kee labour markef this 

adjustment of the labour supply wilI dow an equiiibrium w;ige IeveI to be reached- At  the 

individual level, the humm capital model predicts that people will move in order to 

rnaximize retums and to minimize costs. In effect, iÇ we correctly identie the cos& and 

benefits involved, al1 forms o€migntion may be subsumed under the humm capital model, 
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Sjaastad's h e w o r k  assumes that people maice migration decisions on the basis o€a 

rationai cost-benefit andysis of the conditions at the origin and destination, and of the costs 

of moving. These costs uiclude the m o n e q  costs associxted with moving, such as the cost 

of travel and earnings foregone while moving and looking for o new job. As weU, there are 

non-moneq,  or psychic costs to moving that are incurred by migrants, dong wïth the 

potential psychic benefits. Distance from fnends md relatives, climate, and the stress of 

moving and adjustrnent to n e -  surroundings m y  di be sufficient to deter migration 

(Sjaastd, 1962: 85). The way in which an individud weighs the monentp and psychic costs 

and retums of migration may v q  with his or her p e n o d t y  and situation. For instance, a 

recent retkee may respond more to the psychic benefits of living close to fiends m d  M i y  

in a Çmiliar community, while someone Li early adulthood with a young family may 

respond more to potentid wage benefits ofmoving. 



The benefits that people may expect to gain through migration may accrue over a 

period of time. A better career available through d y  migration my lad  to a Metirne of 

eamingç that are higher than would othemise be possibIe Migration may dius be seen as an 

invesmient in an individual's human capital, or in improving the producüvitg of human 

resources (DaVartzo, 1981: 92). The human oipial model d e s  into account the value of 

location-specific resources, such as an exïsting patient base for a doctor or dentist. as weU as 

the benefits that one may gain fiom h a . g  more fiends o r  W y  in a particular area 

(DaVanzo, 1981: 116). This model implies that peopIe consider the Iong-run cos6 and 

benefits when they consider whether to move, m d  compare possibie destinxtions- 

At the macro level, there have been nany economlc studies OF migration that 

consider the movement of people prktxuily as  a redistribution of labour. In Canada, work 

by G m t  and Vanderkamp (1976), and by Stone (1971) are examples of this type OC snidy- 

However, the results oFeconomic studies that attempt to concIusively link wage differentials 

between areas to migration rates have been rnked (Ritchey, 1976). It h;ts been suggested 

that this can be panialiy expiained by imperfect information. While cIassid econometric 

models ofien assume pedea  information k aviiiQbIe to the cationai econornic actor, it h;zs 

been suggested that there may be inFortnation lags opemting which obscure the relationship 

between mobility and income or unemployrnent levels. Some people may move in response 

to perceived benefits which my no longer exkt (Richey, 1976: 368). 

2.3.1 The Humui Capital Mode1 and Retum Migration 

As tTrst pointed out by R~venstein (1885, in Lee, 1966), migation flows in one 

direction engender counter flows in the opposite direction. h y  theory of migration 

decision-making must be  able to xcount for people mipt ing  in either direction, between 

the s m e  two i1~'e;is. Studies which consider mipaon as only a m m s  of improving 

economic well-being may have difficulty explaining the phenornenon of return migration. 

After d, if there is a net flow to one p;irti*cul;ir destination, in response ta wage or 

ernployment differentids between two areas, myone who rehirns home after m&ng a 

primary move is movlig in the wrong direction, by economic standards. Within the humm 

capid model, return migrations have generally been considered to be either 'corrections' 



for earlier moves that have not had the desired results, oc planned retums f i e r  a parricular 

goal has been reached For emmple, people ma. retum home at3er detertnining that their 

information about job oppominities in the area O€ destination aras incorrea or they may 

retum home a k  complethg an educational programme (DaVmo, 1976, 1981; 

Rosenbaum, 1988). 

The human capital mode1 has dehi te  strengths for explainhg migration. In  

particular, the ideas that most people move in order to improve their weU-being. and that 

they perform a rational cost-benefit anaIysis in the rnaking O€ migration decisions are likely 

quite valid. The h u m  capital mode1 p r o ~ d e s  a good theoreticai basis for die examination 

OF the characteristics OC migrants, and the ways in which personai characteristics &ect the 

cost-benefit calculus of migration decisions. This b e w o r k  Ç o m  the basis for some 

conclusions that those moving for the fkt time may weigh some of the costs wd benefits 

of migration differently than those who go on to return home, o r  to make subsequent 

moves (DaVanzo, 1976; Rosenbwm, 1988; 1993). 

2.3.2 The Role of Idormation 

While it may be difficult to eupIaïn return migration in temis of  strictly economic 

mrïabies, incorporating the roie o i  uiFomation Li riie rauoniii decision-m;iiung process may 

help us understand the seemingly perrrerse tendency to move in the wrong direction. While 

the dassicai economic mode1 genedy  assumes perfect and h e l y  information is held by 

the rationd economic actor, the qualitg O €  information may aÇFect migration decisions. 

Miller (1973: 3) has noted that potentid primary migrants are usudly very uncertain about 

what life wiIi be iike in the new xea. They are womed about whether they d l  Like the 

c h a t e ,  the life-style, and the people. However, iiker the initial move the primary migrant 

probably has very good i n f o d o n  about social and economic conditions b d  home. 

Communication with fiends or  relatives who have remiuned may augment the migrant's 

o w n  f i t-hmd knowledge about the ;uea. The decision to move back home, Miuer sugggn, 

may be one that is more closely based on a cation$ decision-making process than is the 

primvg move. W~th bener inform;ition, the F i  ofmoving is less likely to be il deterrent to 



mobilitp. while unreaiistic expectations are les Iikely to induce regrettable moves @diUer, 

1973: 4). 

Some Wnters have dso suggested that the accuncp and completeness of information 

about the primarg destination may figure highly in the m o u n t  of Wed primary moves and 

subsequent return moves (Rosenbaum, 1988; DaVarno, 1976; Gmt  and Vmderkamp, 

1984). Because ofpoor infof111i1tion~ and the resulting inaccurate assessrnent of  the potentid 

benefits of the initial move, the migrant is disappointed- 'Ihe retum move is thereeforre seen 

as an attempt to correct rhis initial poor decision by means ofa move that has more ceroiin 

results. 

In generai, economic-rational iipproaches to mipt ion decision m;iking chmcterize 

primary and renim migration as nsponses to cational cost-benefit analyses, as suggested by - 

Sjaastad (1962). In the case of retum migration, either the migrant is moving back home 

because the hibal move failed to meet his or her expectauons, or becwse the migrant 

completed a short-tenn goal, such as education, which was the motive for moving. Return 

migrants may be select in that hep  are more responsive to psychic &ton in their deckion- 

making process, while non-return migrants weigh more h e d y  the economic cosa and 

benefits of migration. 

2.4 Souo-Cultural Approacfies to Migration 

2.4.1 Social Integration and Migration 

There has been some dieoretid work on primary and return migration that departs 

kom the economic aspects of mobility, in order to Çocus on the socio-culturd aspects. 

These writers have generally tried to consider the meming of mobility From the point OF 

view of the and the society to which the migrant belongs, while acknowledging that 

muiy O Ç the motivations for migrations involve improved materid conditions. 

Goldschieder (1971) has indiated the importance of considering the cultudly- 

detemined aspects of migration. It m q  be that there iue p;irticular points in the Iife cycle 

that are culturally dehed as being times at which one is prone to move. For exampie, at 

cimes of mm-taf dismption or dissolution, moving back to the home of one's parents may 

be a cornrnon pattern in some cultures (Goldscheider, 1971: 51) . Moves that coincide with 



these life-cyde events can &O be associated wïth economic motivations? or  with cost- 

benefit analyses, of course There may be an irtaeased propensity for return migration d e r  

maritai dissolution, as people return to the economic and soml support that the? enioyed at 

home (Rosenbaum 1988). However, Goldscheider reminds us that not dl societies are the 

sarne in te- of the iife-cycle patterns ~ F ~ g r a t i o n -  Wtthin any given societp, there rnay be 

times in the life cyde during which a move is considered more desirable than other hmes, 

and these culturaUy detemiined patterns may operate regardless of the existence OC 

economic mo tintions for 

Goldschieder (1971) has attempted to explain the selectivity of mITIIption in terms OF 

social integration. Recognizing t h t  the only demograp hic characteris tic that has consis tently 

been found to be related to r n - p t i o  L membership in a young adult age group, 

Goldscheider suggests that this efFect =y be related to the socid ties that people in the age 

group have to the larger society. 

... older people are more integrated into the community 
through hmily, %ends, housing ~nvestrnenb, s o d  
ocganizations, and so on and, consequently. are much more 
prone to be residentiaiiy stable thm younger persons who do 
zct h z ~ e  the S?-T-P se(7'iJ ?SC! E C Y ~ S ~ ~ C ,  In~es~.errts. Arr_ 

inherent characteristic of the iite-cycle state that older 
persons represent is the long-terrn development of these 
neighborhood, ~vnilid, economic, and social ties; therefore, 
they are less prone to break them by moving, and if they 
move it will usudy be within the s m e  community or 
neighborhood. 
(Goldscheider, 1971: 322-3) 

Goldscheider h d s  that among older people, those who are not m k e d  and those 

who do not have the same level of economic ties to a comrnunity are more likely to move 

thm those who are married and who have economic investments in a community 

(Goldscheider, 1971: 323). The presence of socid and economic ties to a comrnunity 

represent a level of social inteption, or of membership in the community. The higher 

mobility of young people is only partïdly explained by the thesis that they move in response 



to economic oppominity. People at the young adult lice-qcle stages have F i e r  social and 

economic ties a n c h o ~ g  them to the area O€ orÏgVi. The presence and saength these ties 

d e t h e s  the degee to which a particular indmidud will respond to the opportunities 

aEfocded by mowig (Goldscheider, 1971: 323)- 

Goldscheider suggests that our analyses of mobJity move a . y  from a focus on 

economic opportunity toward the more generd relationships berareen sociai cohesion and 

mobility- Rather than sirnply viming marital status o r  other characteMtics of migrants as 

ccdeternJnants" o€migration, we should see these variables in light OF the ties to community 

that they represent. (Goldscheider, 1971: 325). This npproach wouid give us a deeper 

understandhg O € the nature of migration processes, rather than mere descrïp tions o f  "who 

moves". 

2.4.2 S ystems Approaches to Migration 

One very interesthg theoretical npproach to migration has been put forth by 

Hoffmann-Nowotny (1981: Kubat and Hofhmn-Nowo tny, 1982)- Using a concept of 

's ystems' of migration, similar to the world-systems theo ry of Wallerstein (1974), 

Hoffmann-Nowotny proposes a theo y of migrriaon that incorporates power and status 

differentiais withïn migration systems, and exptains migrxtion p d y  as a response to these 

disparities. 

The concept O€ c'system'' used by Hofimn-Nowotny is essentidly an andogp to 

biologicd systerns, and includes Çeedbd loops and control methods, as well as the 

concepts OC "core" and "peripheral" areas. A migration stream, such as a nid-to-urban 

sueam,  or intemationai migmtion strearns betmeen less developed countries and developed 

countries c m  be considered migration between the Iess-developed periphery and the more 

industrialized cote. While the areas of core and perïpherg forrn a smtus hiemchy at a mcro  

level, there dso exists socid stratification within each of these areas- Socid fissures result 

from power differentids within a society, and sr;itus inconsistencies felt by the members of 

these CO mmunities (Kubat and Ho ffinann-Nowocng, 1982: 21 0). Status inconsis t e n d ,  or 

the feeling that one's achieved status is not in line with one's smtus expectations, GUI result 

in a sort O Ç momie that may be felt at the individuai or group level (Richmond, 1993: 272). 



c m  be sem as a means by which an indkîduai's o r  a group's anomic 

tension may be tesolved A migration may be a move to a destination where one's expected 

and adiieved sratus, power, or  presti@ are more consistent (Kubat and H o f h n -  

Nowomy, 1982: 210). This rnay be a place in which the opportunities to gdui power or 

status are pa te r ,  such as a move to a core ares which has better employment 

opportunities. Kt also may be a move to a place in which so&d constraintts on status 

achievements rnay be eased. A group m p  h d  that afier tnipàng to a core area, social 

impediments to their economic mobility are removed. As weU, a move rnay dow one to 

escape s o d  pressures to succeed, and to places where, "...bis objectiveiy Iûw status will 

fùnction as an excuse for his insufficimt prestige" (ibid.: 210). On the other hmd, it should 

be noted that immigration to an area may also Iead to the building oÇ tensions withîn the 

receiving society (Richmond, 1993: 273). 

This systerns perspective on m-gntion rnay dso have some vdue for explainhg 

return migration. W e  m a -  think of people who move berneen systems that are connected 

within a 'csuprasystem", such as a rud-urban hienrchy, as moving in order to change their 

positions wîthin a stratification hierarchy. By moWig, people rnay be able to achieve a 

higher status, or  at least one that is more consistent with their aspirations. There may be 

some rrUgnmtr who fie! chat, by having rnoved and Lved mmy, t h e k  social position in the 

home cornmunitg is enhanced (Richmond, 1993: 274). Leaving and returning rnay offer 

people sntus mobility by dowing them to re-enter the sntus hierarchy of the acea O€ ongin 

at a higher level than could have been achieved bad they cemained in the community the 

whole tirne. This increased status rnay come as a result of shply having made the move, 

and having experienced the core ares, o r  i t  rnay come as the result OF materiai benefits 

gained whiie away. People rnay also return home to periphed ;ireas if opportunities for 

economic or social mobility iue increased, such as rnay occur through increase in econ~rnic 

developmenq or  a change in politid regirne that removes barrien to achievement Cbid, 

1993: 275). 

One of the important contributions of this approach is that Hohan-Nowomy 

exptiatly recognizes the importance of communication berneen mignnts and people who 

have remalied at the place of  origin. The stronger the links of communi&on between the 



two areas, the more iikely peopie will be to return home (Richmond, 1993: 275). As weU, 

conceiwig O€ the areas of ocigLi and destination as a system aiiows us to remember that 

many main& an awareness OC the social and economic conditions O€ both areas, 

and that both retain key places within the consciousness O€ people who have moved- 

2.5 Circuiar Migration 

Whiie migration in generd rnay be divided into severai types of moves, xcording to 

distance, or whether the move k a primiary, onward, or a return move (Eldridge. 1965), so 

these sub-types ofmigration may also be made up of several identifiable mobility utegories. 

Return m-gration, as it has been used, c m  encompass seved patterns of migration that all 

have in comrnon a retum to the acea of origùi. In parcicular, return migration rnay include 

those migration patterns identified by multiple moves between a particular place of oOgin 

and particular destination, or a set oÇsimi1a.r destinations (Cordell, Gregory, and Piche, 1996: 

288). 

This pattern oÇmultipIe migration between m o  areas has been temed "circulation" 

by Zelinski (1971) , and has been identified as a pattern that exïsts in m;uiy different 

contexts (Gregory and Piche, 1983: 169). Zelinslri describes circulato ry movements as 

including ". ..a great varietg of movements, usudy short-terni repetitive or cyclicd in 

character, but ail having in cornmon the lack of m y  dechred intention of a pemuient or 

long-s tanding change of cesidence-" (ZeIinski, 1971; 228) 

As Gould and Prothero (1975) note, this definition rnay itself inchde a large k e t y  

of movements, and does not provide a guide for what is to be considered a "permanent" or 

"long-standing' move- Gould and Prothero (1975: 42) themselves divide circular moves 

further into daily, periodic, seasonai, and long-term types. These are to be distinguished 

from "migration", which inchdes irregular moves and onward moves, as weli as permanent 

moves. Circulation rnay include daily commuting behaviour ;md seasonal labour mo bility, ;is 

weli as those who make seved long-tem moves between the home and destination areas. 

There has been much evidence round that cucubtion is n comrnon f o m  of mobility 

in tropical f i c a  (c. E CddweIl, 1968; Gould and Prothero, 1975: Gregory md Piche, 1983; 

CordeU, Grego y, and Piche, 1996)- These circulato ry movements are oken Found to be 



forms of  labour mobility, in which people *te berneen rural areas characteriked by 

domestic production, and more ucbanired areas Li which wage labour k a d a b I e  (Cordeii, 

Grego y, and Piche, 1996: 288). 

If people generaUy move in order to increase their chances OF hding wage labour, 

we must ask why diey do not pemi~iendy move to these areas in which wage labour k 

more available. CordeiI, Gregory, and Piche (1996: 314), studylig circular migration berneen 

Burkina Faso and the West A f f i c a n  coast, have found rhat there is an ambivalence arnong 

circular migrants, resulting fiom the dual pressures of a need for income and a d e s k  to 

remah so&ally integrated in a community with fiiends and kLi. The cesearchers h d  diat 

most migrants lave Cor econornic reasons, whik non a te  h i 1 y  reasons for 

remaining at home. Those who have retumed tend dso to indicate having h d y  reasons for 

coming back. Cordeil, Gregory, and Piche conclude that migration within this pxticuIar 

system is Iargeiy considered to be tempomry by those who move, and that people genedly 

intend to retum once they have achieved ce& econornic objectives (ibid. ; 315). 

While it is difficult to capture retum migration with census data, circular mobility 

patterns are even more likely to be missed by data that capture only a "snapshot" of the 

popuhion distribution @ m m  and D'Arcy, 1980: 13). However, these patterns are 

important tn differenaate h m  mare &e cemm^n$ c~jdiec? 'cretwx" ~ i p t ; , c n ,  =hich 

ofien involves a single move away and a singie return move. The i m p e r n e n t  nature of 

cyclic moves affects the social and econornic structure of both the source and receivïng 

areas. Circular migration may be a source of economic inflow for source areas, as retuming 

migrants bring back savings m e d  while away. On the O ther hand, a constant turnover of 

population between taro areas may be socidly disruptive for the source aras, depending on 

the length of time that people spend away (Gould and Prothero, 1975: 45). As weü, in order 

to implement successhl developrnent smtegies in the iveas which are sources ofcircuIatory 

migrants, as well as for migrants in the receivùig areas, we must understand the nature of 

the migratory flow between the two areas, and the migrants' intentions. 



2.6 Motivations of Return Migrants: Empirical Evidence 

Retum migration has been approached at both the macro and the micro leveis. In 

generai, maaoeconomic studies of r e m  migration have fiound that retum migration rates 

are related to income and unemployment rates, and that retum w t i o n  is influenced by 

the same economic b o n  that influence migration in gened. At the micro Ievel, on the 

other hand, it has been Found that retum ofien respond differendy to the various 

costs and benefits associated with moving and tend to weigh these hcton merendg than 

prim,aKy mimigt.,uits. 

There is a large body OC literature that seeks to investipte return migration ushg 

aggregate dam These studies genedy  fit within the humm capid appcoach, as they trp to 

undentand the generai patterns of mobility through examination of the relationships 

between return migration rates and economk and socid chmcteristics. Using U. S. data, 

Miller (1973) has found a positive relationship berneen a sate's return migration mte and 

econornic indicators such as employrnent growth and wage leveis, using 1960 United States 

data and defining the retum migration rate as the number of return migrants over the 

population bom Li the state, but living outside This would seem to indicate that retum 
. , &  m e - r r  .., cLr. ..,-A ,f:,u-A--- r -  -----L-- ----- ----- Aaiaio .iiurc L i  ut= . a i i L s  -=&ut' 0 iiuii iclurit, p L u y  i i i p u ~ ~ .  ;~id n i  kBüei.~ed LYy 

the same economic haors. Lee (1974) has found that arareas with poor economic 

opporntnities, and resulting net out-m*ption, dso tend to have lower return in-migration, 

and concludes that return moves are havily detemiined by the xvztilable economic 

opportunities. 

As we have mentioned, though, i t  has been suggested by others that the motivations 

of retum migrants rnay be quite different than those of p n m q  m-pts. DaVanzo (1976) 

bas used Sjaastad's (1962) cost-benefit b e w o r k  and has hypothesized that return migrants 

rnay be more influenced by the psychic costs and benefits of migration than by its 

economic retums. While the origind destination rnay be attractive to p t h q  migrants for 

economic reasons, people who move home rnay do so in order to be with fiiends and 

Ç d y ,  to be in a cornrnunity they know, or for other non-monetary reasons- DaVmzo 

(1976) has tested this hypodiesis by e m i n i n g  the relationship of income differenads 



between areas to retum and pLim;up migration rates. Her hding that retum migration rates 

tend to be less sensitive to income than are primary mi-ptïon rates would seem to lend 

support to the hypothesis that return moven are more WreIy to return for non-economic 

reasons, although both types of moves tend to be in the direction of higher income 

@aVanzo, 1976: 21). Richhg (1985) and Grant and Vanderkarnp (1984) also have Found 

that non-economic Factors may be more important in return migration than they are in 

primarg migration. 

In an kteresting study, Gmeldi (1983) has examuied the reasons For retum 

migration among people who had previously lefi theu homes in nid Newfoundand and 

Ireland. Llsing snictured interviews, Gmelch found that rnost cited the puII O€ 

%ends and tamily, and the desire to be with people OC a simiiar culturd background as the 

most irnpoctmt reasons for returning (Grnelch, 1983: 51). On the orher hand, most o f  the 

return reported that theu original motivations €or Iaving either Newfoundand or 

Ireland were overwheImÙigiy economic in nature, and involved lookùig for better 

employment or m i n g  opportunities in mainland Cmnda, Great Britxin, or the United 

States. Return migrants may then be a select group of once-primq migrants, who while 

laving home for economic reasons, then reevaluate this decision in light of non-econornic, 

or  psychic hctors. 

2.7 Characteristics of Primary and Renirn Migrants 

As we have said, when studying people's migration behaviour it is i m p o m t  to keep 

in rnind thnt migrants are a select group, and that this is the cise for return as weU as 

p r i m q  migrations. While dl people in an ara miy be subjected to similar push and pull 

factors, they are differendy affected by these hcton. There has been a significmt amount of 

research that has attempted to identi6 the ciifferences between those who migrate md 

those who do not. In general, these studies have attempted to characterize migrants in 

terms O € sociodemopp hic 

socioeconomic status. 

There are two mairi 

associated types O € migration. 

mkbles  including age, gender, maritxi stntus, as welI as 

reasons for eumining the chmcteristics of migrants, and 

As migration involves the rnovement OC people €rom in ara 



O€ ongin to a destination, the characteristics of those who move wiU be important to both 

communities, as it afCeca the composition of theu populations. If it were the case that the 

young and educated, those with children, or the comparatively wdthy were more ke ly  to 

move, there could be significant s o d  and economic consequences of migration for bodi 

communities, depending on the rektive amount of migration. I t  is Unportan< thezefore, to 

know the characteristics of those who move, those who stay, and those who return. 

Also, knowing the characteristics of chose who move cari also teU us something 

about why diey choose to move. and the ways in which migration decisions are made. 

Increased mobility with income, for example, has been ûtken as evidence that the cosa of 

information and moving itself are deterrents to rn-gration (Shaw, 1975). Lieraise. a 

signifiant arnount O€ retum migration at oider ages suggesn that people may wisaish to be 

near fkiends, famiy, and fkdk surroundings afier retirement (Gmelch, 1983). These 

hindings help us to put together a more complete picture of the tacton that are involved 

when people make the decision ofwhether to move o r  to sny. 

When we investiete the relationship bemeen individual characteristics and 

migration, however, we must be vey  autious about the issue ofcausality. In no way <;?n we 

infer causality kom correlntions between p;imcuIar ch;ir;icteristics of migrants and diw 

mobility behaviour. ln order to suggest that these chmctenstics cause mobiiity, either 

directly or through intervening variables, tempod order must be known. Most data that are 

used for studying migration are cross-sectional, rather thm longitudind, and make it  difficult 

to determine whether the individual's socio-demographic s m s  Lifluenced the move, or was 

changed as a result of the move. While we may suggest some causal direction in theories of 

migration, we must remember that in the quantitative evidence, ctusdity is more often 

indeterminate- 

2.7.1 Age 

Thomas (1938 in Lee, 1966), has suggested that the only genenlization possible 

about differentials in intemal mi-gration is rhat people tend to move in their late teens or 

young adulthood. It is mie that age hiis largely been the only personal chmcteristic that has 

consistently been found to Fature prominentiy in migration. (Shaw, 1975; Petenen, 1958; 



Lee, 1966; Bo- 196% Ritdiey, 1976). The higher propensitg to move at the aga O€ 18 to 

29 k generally considered to be due to these young migrants being at the early f k d y  

formation stage of  the life cycle MobEty at these ;iges IIXLJT be 1;irgely in order to take 

advantage ofhigh wages that will be needed with a young Eunily (Bogue, 1969; S h u b  and 

Dcass, 1979; George; 1969). In keepïng with the human capid model, Cume and Hàili 

(1989: 485) have suggested that young migrants have more years O€ potenaal eaming ahead 

O€ them, in which to reap the benefits of mowig for a higher income. The totd potential 

income gains are therefore hïgher fior younger earners, as dlffèrentials c m  acaue o v e  a 

Iifetirne- 

Shaw (1975) has also pointed out that younger people are less likely to be deterred 

by the risk involved in moving. While younger migants may have longer to accrue potentid 

benefits O€ moving, they also have more time in which to "correct" the miçmke of an 

unfavourable move. A s  weU, whiie peopIe at the begïnnïng oÇ career and M y  Formation 

have more t h e  to benefit from a rnove, they have also spent l e s  cime in the place of ongin, 

and are less likely to have accumuiated matetid assets there that wouId be difficult to lave 

or to liquidate. As weii as not being deterred from movïng by the possession of a house or 

other goob, it may be that younger m i p e ;  are less arnched to the place of ocigin in a 

sociai sense. iigs the spenr in a pxücuiar community geneniiy means that there are b e r  

social ties to people or institutions in that cornmunity. Thece would therefore be f i e r  

"psychic costs" (Sjaasuci, 1962) a ~ s o ~ t e d  with leaving the a r a  and these relationships. 

Whiie younger age is genedy  associated with higher mobility in gened, it has dso 

been found to be a signifiant &toc Li retum migration. Retum m i p h  seem to be 

concentrated in the age goup that is five to ten years older t h m  the p e k  aga for prünary 

m i p t s  (Eldridge, 1965; Lee, 1974; Gmelch, 1983; Rosenbaum 1988; 1993; H i s c o ~  1987). 

This would seem to be as eupected, given that those who retum rnust fa t  m&e a p r h q  

move. 

As well as young people -periencing higher mobiiity in general, there has been 

evidence found of incrmed mobility ar retirement ages. Bogue (1969) has idenhfied a 

significmt amount of miption afier age 55, and su-n chat some people at these ages 

may be moving to spend their retirement in places which they had lefi miier- Gmelch 



(1983) also has Cound return migration m o n g  people at cetirement ages. However, Lee 

(1974) has found that most Amerïcan interstate migration at a d m c e d  ages may be 

attributed to primacy, rather than return moves. 

2-72 Gendes 

Ravenstein (1885, in Lee, 1966) h t  noted that femaies predominate m o n g  short- 

distance migrants. Because the amount of migration tends to decrease with distance, it has 

sometimes been Eound that females tend to be more migratory overail. However, this effect 

map disappear when distance îs controiled (Shaw, 1975). George (1969) has suggested that 

the rnobiIity of males and females in Canadz IIKL~ be becoming more similar- More recent 

studies of the characteristics of Canadian interprovinml migrana have genecally borne this 

out (Rosenbaum, 1988; 1993) 

Arnong reNm migrants, there has been littie evidence that gender has an effect by 

itself. Lee (1974) has found that gender Ïs not a signifiant hctor in predicting return 

migration, although it interacts significantly with age- In p;irticulat, the proportion of return 

migrants was higher arnong women at  ages 15 to 24, but w;is higher among men betareen 

ages 25 to 29 (Lee, 1974: 236)- These results have not been found to be consistent, however, 
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1993: 89; Grant and Vanderkamp, 1984). 

2.7.3 Fa- status 

While marid sntus and the presence of children are genedy highlg correlated wïth 

age and Me-cycle stage, these variables may themselves be irnpomnt determinants of 

migration. The presence of children in the home may be a signifiant deterrent to 

migration, because children increase the psychic and monetary cos& of moving (Shaw, 

1975). As weil, maritai stanis may iyffect die propensiy to mip te ,  as single people may have 

less anichments to the place of ongin (Goldscheider, 1971). Rosenbaum (1993: 87) and 

G m t  and Vanderkamp (1984) have dso suggested that maritai snrus may have an effect on 

return migration- Fiding that return mobility is highest m o n g  people who are single, 

divorced, or widowed, and who have children at home, Rosenbaum (1993: 89) concludes 



that people may return home &r dissolution oFa union. It k possible that the presence of 

children in single parent howholds leads to an increased propensity to retum home to the 

emotional and hanciai support of relatives oc hiends. 

2.7.4 Incorne and Occupation 

It is widely hypothesized that income hcilitates migration because it c m  counter the 

restrictive effects O€ the cost O€ moving as weli as the cost of (Shaw, 1975). 

Income and occupational status have been Found to b e  positivdy reiated to o Ç d  

types, aIthough this relaaonship is not unambiguous (Ritchey, 1987; Courchene, 1974). In 

the case of retum migrants, Grant and Vanderkamp (1984) have found that retum movers 

tend to have lowet incornes than p r i m q  or onward movers, Rosenbaum (1988; 1993) has 

failed to Eind significant income differences between the two gcoups. Gmelch (1983) has 

found that return m i p t s  tend to be less weU-represented mong managerial and 

professional occupations than are pcimarg migrants, and that those who return to rural 

cornrnunities in NewÇoundlmd and Ireland are more likely to work in resource-based 

primary and secondary industries than are n ~ n - ~ p t s .  Hiscott (1987) has dso round thzt 

return migrants to Atlantic Canada are more likeIy to be blue-coiix, or semi-skilled white 

coll-ar wuricm in cornparison ro ppcimarp migmrs ro diar a r a -  

We must remember that income and occupation data usudly are gathered in such a 

way that they reflect a migrant's status nfier the move, mther thm before (DaVmzo, 1981). 

In the case of people moving from areas with better opportunities to las-prosperous ones, 

it may be that people are sometimes Çorced to nke less weU-paying jobs than they had 

previously. On the other hand it may be diat those who return tend to be those who are 

less well-equipped to succeed in other areas, and have lower income or occup;itionai s m s  

as a result- 

2.7.5 Education 

M-ption is genedly found to be positively related to edumtion (Shaw, 1975). This 

may be for a number of reasons, including an increased annreness of opportunities at 

possible destinations, and better informuion about the benefits ta be gained by moving. 



However; in the case of tetum migration, E d u d o n  has been found to be 

negMvey related to the propensity tu miptee Hiscott (1987) has Found chat return 

m-grants to Adantic Canada tended to have less education than did pcïmary migrants to the 

region. Rosenbaum (1993) has found that having a univenity degree is signifiant Li 

identiCyLig retum, primary, and o n d  movers, and that it decreased the iikeiihood that 

one would be a renirn mover. On the other hmd, education was not significant in 

dis~gukhing retum fiom prUnq movers using 1971 &ta (Rosenbaum, 1988). 

It ma. be that the effect of education is related to the adability of information, 

and the abditg to make an infomed cost-benefit mdysis prior to a primuy move. If this is 

the case, it m2y be that those who have lower education have less reliable information, and 

are more iikely to be disillusioned d e r  the prünarp move. These people m?y be therefore 

more liable to make a return move (Rosenbaum, 1993: 90). In international return 

migrations, however, Kubat and Hohmn-Nowotny (1982) report that those with higher 

eduation are more iïkely to return to the area of origin. While these highly educated 

migrants may be more able to succeed in econornic terms in the receiving country, they are 

dso able to retain strong connections to the a r a  of origin. 

2.8 -The Context of Migration Eletween First Nations and Prairie Cltics 

Any discussion of the demograp hic situation of Aboriginal people in Canada should 

include a brieÇoutiine ofsome of the historiai and politid processes that have contributed 

to the present situation. First Nations people have been subject to politid and legai 

conditions that are difçerent €rom those of other Canadians, including other ethnic 

rninorities. The creation of reserve Imds, the Indian Act, and the gened relationship 

between govemment and Abociguid people are germane to our discussion OF migration 

between First Nation cornmunities and urban areas. As wek the pmicular economic and 

Iabour market chmcteristics of Prairies and Firs t Nations communities cerhinly affect 

the dynamics of migration between the nao areas. Unfomnately, i t  is not possible to fully 

describe here di aspects of the socio-economic contest in which migration t d e s  place. We 



wdI limit our discussion to describing the unique I e d  position of Registered Indians in 

Canada, as it affects mïgrati~n~ 

2.8.1 Resemas 

Appcoxuiiately 256,000 Status Indians, o r  42% OC the tod Registered Indian 

population were living on reserves in 1995 (INAC, 1997b: 40). These communities are the 

legacy of  the British and Cana& governments' desire to con& Abonginal people in 

areas that White sealers would not intecfere wïth. This helped clear the way for thk 

setdement and wes-d expansion by Eutopean immi-pts  (Ponting and Gibbins, 1980: 

6). Historidy, these rserves have served the dual, and ofkn  conficting. purposes o f  the 

British and later the Cmadian federd governrnents. These policy gods have been widely 

described as the 'protection' O€ Aboriginal people Crom dcohoi and other vices of White 

society, as weU as fiom unscrupulous Whites, while dso a t t e m p ~ g  to assimilate them into 

European-Canadian society (Frideres, 1983: 23; Ponting and Gibbins, 1980: 5)- Reserves 

setved the protective hnction by providing areas in which Abociginai people could live, and 

which would be unavailable to setders. The assimilation function would be pmmoted 

through the concentration o€Abon;i l  people on cesemes and the provision of education 

aciministereci ày the church (Fonting anà GibbÎns, î%û: iq. Ûn the p&es in partïcuiar, 

reserves were created to mode1 White agriculturd communities, with the goal OC 

transfomiing Abonginai people into b e r s ,  as a m a s  of ;zccuItuntion. However, resemes 

were ofien placed on marginal agrkultud land, and f i s  communities became successfù1 in 

agriculture (Buckley, 1992: 37). In gened, resemes tend to have litde in the way of saleable 

resources which could be the basis for economic development (Buckley, 1992: 11). The 

employrnent rate for people living on reserves was 32% in 1991, while the employment rate 

For Registered I n h s  living O ff-reserve was 43% QNAC, 1997b: 92). 

1 There are a number oEworks that treat the topic o f  the socio-politicai context in which migration occurs in a 
much more complete manner than is possible hem. In pkcui;u, J- S- Frideres' ,Vative People in 
Contemuorarp &ntli~;ts (1983). PoaMg and Gibbin's Out of Irrclevmc~ (1980). and Corneau and Sanrin's 
The Fint Gmndim (1990) wüI be usefuiil For the reader who wishes a more complete hïstory O€ the forces 
which have shaped the socid and pol'ticd situation o f  Aboagind people in Cuiadi~ 



2.8.2 The 1ndka.n Act 

The relationship between the government and Aborigind people in Canada has 

lafgely been dominated by l e  Jndian Act O€ 1976. Although it has been revised and 

amended ofien since its initial passage, the Act essentîdly continues the twin goals OF 

protection and assimilation that had been initïated by the British colonial governmenf 

under the then newiy formed Government OF Canada (Frideres, 198323; Ponbing and 

Gibbins, 1980: 6). The Act established Fedenl responsibility for Aborigind people in the 

areas OF heaith, education, and w e l k e ~  It ako entrenched the Liviolability oE reserve lands. 

They could not be sold, mongaged, o r  leased by their occupants, wïthout being surrendered 

to the C m .  This provision was intended to protect the Aboriginal occupants of reserves 

fiom being swindled out O€ their lands by white settiers or triiders. However, it h;is x t e d  to 

largely prevent the use of these Imds to leverage invesmient apical foc developmeng and 

has led to dependency of Fust Nations cornmunities on government for economic suppoa 

and investment tiinds ( P o ~ M ~  and Gibbins, 1980: 10). 

One O€ the most signifiant bequests of the Indian Act h;is been the division O €  

Aboriguial people into m o  major lepi and politid caregories. The provisions of the Act do 

not apply to ali Aboriginal people, only those who are registered according to the formula 
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blood reputed to bdong to a p;imcuIar band, my child ofsuch person, and anpwoman who 

is or was lawfully m;uried to such a person" (Ponting and Gibbins, 1980: 9). People eligible 

for Indian Status are listed in the Indian Register, and are referred to legdly as "Registered 

Indias". It is important to note that "Indim" is an objectionable terni to man? people, 

because of ia origin in the misconception of European euplorers, and because it is an 

externally-dehed term. It is more common for Aborigind people to refer to those 

registered under the act as havïng "sntus", or simply as being "Sntus", whereas those 

without regisnation are "non-stams". Reprdless OF the hbeis, the registmtion provisions of 

the Indian Act have divided Aboriginal people into taro groups, only one OC which is 

entitled to the benefits prescribed by the Act. h t i l  1985, having stanis entitied one to live 

on a reserve, keed one €rom paying myes on income m e d  on the reserve, md entitied 

one to certain h d t h  and education benefits. 



One vey important issue in the administration of the Indian Act has been that O€ 

e n h c h k e m e n t  Wote 1960, people who were registered under the Act were not 

considered hiiy Canadian citizens. In order to become eIigible to vote, and to gain the other 

r e t s  ~Ccitizenship, sa tus  peopk haci to renounce h e u  ties to the Aboriginai community, 

and would lose di& rights under the Indian Act ponting and Gibbins, 1980: 10). 

Enfianchisement aras thus used as an incentive for people to assidate into the larger 

Canadian community, and to reduce the responsîbilities of the govemment t o m d  

Aboriginal people. For a period aber 1920, enfianchlement was compuisory in cases in 

which a status person had eamed a university degree (Frïderes, 1983:35). 

Most uses O€ enfianchlement were not the result of Aborigind people choosing to 

be enhchised,  or losing their stahis because o€eduation, however. The most common 

situation was that an AborigLial woman, regktered under the Acc would marry a non- 

registered man. This would automatidy nullig her sranis, as well as the smtus of any 

children of that union (Wherrec 1996). Whereas al l  Aboriginal people were given the vote 

&er 1960, the provision remained that women could Iose their s m s  through out-rnamkage 

(Ponting and Gib bins, 1980: 10). This discrimliato y situation was nddressed only in 1985, 

with the passage of BU C-31, An Act to Amend the Indian Act OF Canada. 

2.8.3 Bill Co31 

Bill C-31 effectively eliminated the le@ discrimination toward snms women and 

their children by diowing those who had lost their status re-apply for sntus under the Act. 

This has led to a large ïncrease in the Registered Indian population (Wherrett, 1996: 1). As 

of 1996, there were 104,000 people who had been cegistered under Bill C-31. Most of these 

cegisûxnts have been women living off-reserve, dthough up to 10% of these C-31 

registrana have retumed to cesemes (INAC, 1997b: 14). People who regain soinis under Biii 

C-31 are not automaticdg entitled to live on reseme. Before 1985, membenhip in an Indian 

Band was included as a part of registration, and it was band membership that detemwied 

the r i e t  ofan individual to reside on m y  p;im-cular reserve (Wherrett, 1996: 7). After Bill C- 

31, bands have been dowed to create their own mies for band membership, and reserve 

residency, based on a e e t y  OF fornulas- As weli. the possibility to [ose the status of one's 



children through out-marriage still &a, although it is perhaps las discriminatocp. In 

particular, d e r  two generations of out-mmiage, children become ineligible to be regktered 

(Whemtt, 1996: 6). 

2.9 Soaologicai m d  Anthmpologid Research on Aboriginal Migration 

It is generdlp agreed that the perïod that saw the largest flow of migrants moving to 

the cities fiom the tesemes began d e r  the Second World Ww, and peaked sometirne in 

the early 1960s prouato, Romaniuc, and Addai, 1994: 9). It is dso commonly accepted that 

this wave of migration was largely n response to poor economîc and social conditions on 

reserves, and that people g e n e d y  moved in the hope of  hding a better econornic siniabon 

in the city- Compounding the econornic pressures was the demographic pressure created by 

a baby boom on reserves that lagged seved y e m  behhd that experienced by Canadkans in 

general (Royal Commission on Aborïgînai PeopIes, 1993: 89; Trovato, Rommiuc, and 

Addai, 1994: 9; Siggner, 1980: 37)- The study which seems to have Nst directly addressed 

the existence of this m-gration flow was the Surv of the Contemoorq Indims of Canada; 

A r e ~ o r t  on economic, ~ol i t id .  edumtiond needs m d  nolicies, admlnistered for the then 

Indian Mf;airs Branch by Harry Hawthom (1966). Commonly referced to as the "Hwthom 

Report". the studp was a compilation ~Esubmissions by fie-two socid scientists. and as the 

tide suggests, was intended to Litorni govemment policies regarding Aboriginal issues 

(Weaver, 1993: 78). Data for the report were collected through a band-level questionnaire 

administered to o d y  thirty-five bmds across the country (Hawthorn, 1966: 35). Of the 

members of these bands, about 73 percent lived on the reserve, while 27% lived in rurd or 

ucban areas off-reserve (T-kawthorn, 1966: 48). The report identified a significmt amount of 

movement from resecves to cities, l q e l y  by people in search ofeconomic opportunity, and 

that this migration could have severe consequences For both urbm and reserve 

cornrnunities. However, the report genedly saw migration as a positive process, one that if 

mmaged carefully could improve the living conditions of Aboriginal people in gened  

(Hawthorn, 1966: 297). 

The Hawthorn study identified three main types ofmovement between reserves and 

urbm areas, that were thought to be associnted with different situations in cornmunities. 



Commuiirg behaviour, or travelling to the city For work during the day and returning in the 

evening was Cound in some bands located near urban o r  indushinl areas. Mmy of these 

bands were found to have higher than average standards of h g  as a result of this 

employment (Hiwthorn, 1966: 109)- Also identified was movement to the civ for longer 

periods of  tirne, foliowed by a ntm to the reserve when the work ended- Some O€ these 

longer-terrn moves were O€ the seasonal type, generdy bp people who would lave the 

reserve to work as agn*cuItural labourers, As these jobs z e  g e n e d y  Iow-pa+g many bands 

with a iarge amount O€ this type of mobiIity had relatively low per capim incornes- On the 

other hanci, some seasonal and itinerant labour was found to lead to a relativelp hi& per 

capita incorne- In partïcuIar, high steel construction work by Mohawks, Iogging, fishing and 

construction work were better-paid types O €  seasonal work. Fmdy, there were the people 

who moved more pennanently, and who abmdoned iï€e on the reserve in favour of an 

urban Me. Rather than being the result of single moves intended to be permanent, 

Hawthorn suggested that permanent residence in the city was the result of a number of 

increasingly long stays in the àty, foiiowed by mps back home. IÇ people are able to h d  

satisfactory work and housïng in the cïty, they then are inched to brïng their fimiEes to live 

with them, abandoning the reseme dtogether. Permanent residence is therefore more 

p ~ E ~ ~ L n _ C p ~  x z a  &-c PIr;llpd zn_A, p&~rpri, miccrii, m h ~ e  hcm-e o p = =  1'- m~ CliSemr 

kom the urban centres in which they receive theu training, and in which their main 

opportunities for employment are concenated wwthom, 1966: 110). As well, Hawthom 

found that there was a considerable arnount of permanent migration to the city among 

young fernales, who generally had a higher education and skills that were more valuable in 

the city, thm did males (Hawthorn, 1966: 11 1) - 
The writers of the Hawthorn report expected that the pace of migrahon to the city 

would increase, as the demographic pressures on the reserves incrmed and economic 

prospects on cesemes remained poor (Kawthom, 1966: 14). Both permanent and retum 

moves berween the reseme and the city were considered to be beneficiai to the econornic 

well-being of Aboriginal people. Permanent moves to the city offered reseme residents the 

best chance at permanent ernploymenc and a higher standard of living. Return moves, in 

which the reserve residents move to the city for a while to work, and then retum, were 



thought to contribute vaiuable slrüls and experïence to the ceseme community- As well, the 

individual return migrants would gÜn experiencc skiiIs, and geater asvarenes of the @L: 

economic communiy, that rnay eventuaiiy dow them to h d  permanent employment in 

the City ( H d o r n ,  1966: 109). Mgration was therefore something that should not be 

opposed by either Aboriginal people or the federal govemmen5 and the best possible long- 

terni outcome was that people would abandon those reserrres that were unable to support 

them (Kasvthom, 1966: 256). The report urged govemment to provide fünding to help 

people d e  the m - t i o  to an urban lifëstyle, but to invest in programs only on resemes 

that have a resource base capable o€supporelig the population (ïbid., 256). 

While a majoriy of the conmbutors to the &wthom report were mthropologists. 

their approach toward migration was krgely economic. It is assumed that people d e  the 

decision to migrate largely as a result of "push" fanors, both economic and demogcaphic, 

from reserves, and that the mobility of people is phuillp a Form of labour mobility. While 

this is surely a significant hctor in mobiiity behaviour between ceserves and cities, it is 

important to consider other factors which may aCFect the propensity to migrate, o r  to retum 

home. As well, because the survey was adrninistered to bands, mther than to individuals, 

inEomation about the characteristics of individuai migrants is unreliable. and there were no 

~ileaïr* of the B s ~ k ï ï c  aiüünt ü E iriX~ûfii. 

While Efawthom seems to have believed that migrants to cities from resemes oui be 

assimilated into an urban lifestyle, Lurie (1967) attempts to show that this migration s t r m  

is considecably different From both European immigmt migration to Canadian cities, and 

fiom earlier rucal-urban migntion streams European immigrants who came to Canada left 

their comrnunities of ongin and were For the most part unable to retum. This break fkom 

the comrnunity of ongin m a t  that, within a Few gene~iaons, the ethnic community in 

Canada had become a part of the I q e r  Canadian society, with some symbolic rernnants 5 

the original European culture. However, Lune argues that in the case of migration Crom 

F k t  Nations cornrnunities into the city, the reserve community remiiins within reach, and 

there is fiequent migration between the mro mm. The result is that the Aborigind 

community is not assimilated into the rnainstrearrt community to the extent that European 

Immigrants have been, and Aborigind people theretore remain economicdly and socially 



m . a i i z e d  in the ciy. Lurie suggests that because of the European descent of most social 

saentïsts in Noah Amen- w e  tend to Ûimgine that moves by Aboriginal people are 

intended to be permanent iike those of our forebears @rie, 1967: 74). Accocding to Lune, 

the pattem that L FoUowed by Aboriginal people is largely circular, and connections are 

rnaintained berneen people in reseme and urban communities. 

mhere is constant feedback between the home cornrnunity 
and the urban community, Ideas are carried back and f o d -  
People keep tabs on what is happening with their relatives 
and thep oirry ideas fiom the Üty back to dieu home 
communities. It  is part of the unbtoken, viable, growing and 
changing tradition that remains Indian in outiook. 

(Lune, 1967: 75) 

In ocder to understand the cücular migration pattern, we must understand the 

position of the city within the cognitive environment of people who have grown up on 

resemes. M e r  than being an enàrely new world, with a new way oFlife, the citg is merely a 

part of a larger territo y that Aboriginal people have d m y s  occupied (Lurie, 1967: 79). The 

city has become an a r a  within this territory which can be utilized to squeeze out a living 

(ibid.: 74). Moves by Aboriginal people to the city are not moves that are intended to lave  

an old world behind, as with European immigrants. Rather, they are moves within a singie 

temto y diat are designed to derive benefits from different parts of the temto y. As such, 

we should not expect these moves to be permanent, and govemments should not attempt 

to force Aboriginal people to become urbanites, which is Iilfgely contrary to their intentions 

Furie, 1967: 80). 

The migrdon between resemes and cïties cm in some cases be permanent, and can 

be motivated by a M t y  of needs. Migrations mq nke place by people in search of 

education for thernselves or theu children, or by people attempting to escape poor socid 

conditions in Aboriginril comrnunities (Lurie, 1967: 84)). However, Lurie acknowledged that 

the primary motivation for is Iargely economic (ibid.: 74). 



Lune has thus made usehl suggestions regarding circulato y patterns of 

between resemes and aties, including the idea that these areas f o m  a system Li which there 

is good communication and feedback. This is in some w q  similar to the migration systems 

described by Hoffmann-Nowotny and Kubat (1982) and to the circular migration patterns 

described by Cordell, G-y, and Piche (1996). However, hher thesis is largely based on  

anecdotai and enperienaal knowledge of migration patterns. As weli, Lurie has broached the 

idea that there rnay be a cuitural predkposition towards migration arnong Aboriginal people. 

It should be note4 howeet, that not aii Aboriginal cultures have been ttaditiondy 

migrato y, and that this idea must be treated with a certain m o u n t  of caution. 

McCkkdI (1970) has attempted to h d  evidence that would support Lurie's systems 

approach to this particular migration Stream, through o study of migration into 

McCaskiU believes chat the push-pull models are oversimplifications, in that the? subsume 

all motivations for migration under utiliy m a x h k t i o n  (McC;iskii.i, 1970: 34-35). However, 

McCaskill points out that people's desires are usualiy multiple. and that migration generally 

does not satisk ail O€ theu wmts. People mzp move beause they are dissatistied in one 

sphere of theu lives. However, they -y not desire to change other aspects of their lives, 

including interpersonal reIationships, and quaiity of life. As a result, McCskill argues that 

Return migration, then, would not be the result of people not being able to achieve 

the economic goals that they had when they F i t  moved to the city, but rather an effort to 

maintain links wïth the home community, into which they are better socidy integrated thm 

the urban society. However, McCskilI finds that it is not assirniIation into the "white" o r  

urban lifestyle that promotes permanent setdement in the city, but the pcesence of a 

p r i m q  social group, and the development of social ties to orher people Li the city. The 

development of this primary social group is more important to the establishment of  

permanent residence than the finding ~Eemployment, or the presence of  formai institutions 

designed to help people in t ep te  into an urbm lifestyle (EvkC;iskill, 1970: 159). 



McCaskill has found some evidence of the ties oÇ communication between ceseme 

cornrnunities and people in u h  amas that Lucie (1969) suggests e x k ~  including the 

finding that 71 percent of people who had m&pted into the city had also retumed at least 

once to the home community in the p d o u s  year @cCaskiil, 1970: 226). On the other 

hand, McCasU1 h d s  that more than 80 percent of people who move to the city move 6th 

the intention of staying pemianently (ibid.: 135). In the end, it k undear how many people 

actudy do r e m  home, and how may people are involved Li circulatory movements, which 

Lune (1969) and McCaskill(1970) seem to believe are important components of the overall 

migration pattern between reserves and cities. 

Denton (1972) has also used ethnographie methods to snidy the phenomenon of 

berneen reserves and cities, and to challenge what he sees as the stereotypical 

view oÇ this pattern, in which people move in order to escape destitution on the 

reserve, and retum when they are unable to "make it" in the city. Studying patterns of 

mobility bem~een a single Fkt Nations comrnunitg, a nearby smaiI urban centre, and a more 

distant large city in 1968 and 1969, Denton has found that the motives and patterns of 

migration are more complex than suggested by simple economic models of labour mobility, 

although the peimary motivation remzains economic. He h d s  that there are two patterns of 

mobi!ity berneen the r p ~ c l ~ p  =d rh- ~c i rhm EZ-S The p t t e -  ~ c n c i s ~  cf' -nNnm 3 ----a 

adula who respond to social pressure to be employed by moving kom the cornmunity to 

the city to h d  work. These young people are then Wtely to make seveni circular moves 

betsveen the two areas. as their employrnent situations change. These moves were no2 

according to Denton, intended to be perrnmenG but nther represent a pattern of young 

people leaving the reserve in order to gain duable work experience, and to EuIEii the 

soàety's expectations diat they not be idle. Genedy, Denton h d s  that these young 

migrants eventudly senle permmentiy, usudy afier mmiage, ; i n  often in the resecve 

community. 

The other pattem that Denton identifies is that of permanent mobility* in which 

people move out oFthe cornmunity and cemain Li the city. These moves generally ocnirred 

because of outm-age, the acquisition of n very good job in the c i 5  or becwse personai 

confIicts within the community make the migrant unwilling to retum. Also related to the 



propensity to return was the extent to which the migrant identified culturally wîth the 

receivuig 'hrhite" souetp. or  &th the Aborighai community at  ongin. Denton hds  that 

those who related more strongiy to the white society genedy  remained in the ciy. In die 

particular comrnunity studied by Denton, there was a steady net loss of migrants to urban 

centres, aithough thk was compensated by hi& fertiliq on the reserve. 

Aldiough Denton's work cannot be generalized to other First Nations or urban 

areas, it illustrates several important points that should be remembered The first is that 

there rnay be a social apectation within a source community that young peopie should gaLi 

some experience in the cirg. This is akin to Goldscheider's (1971) suggestion that there are 

cultudy-detined hmes in the Lfe cycle when migration rnay be desirable. Denton's work 

also suggests that circulation rnay be an important pattern of mobility, a p e d y  at  younger 

ages. Thud, Denton's work reminds us that there may be more than one pattern of 

migration in operation bemeen ~o places, and that we should try to distinguish between 

the participants in these different patterns. 

2.10 The Reiationship between Community Characteristics and Migration 

It is ceasonable to expect that, at the aggregate level. there are cornmunitg 

chz~~terishucs shzt mu!d affect =r!e ratt of out-ni=tioz. Ir, onc of 'Sic f i  ztt~mpe m 5 

quantitatively mode1 aspects of the rrüption process, Gerber (1984) has used path analyses 

to measure the relations hips berareen ceseme community characteris tics and the proportion 

of cornrnunity memben living off-reserve. Gerber has found that, rather thm encouraging 

migration thcough ease of transportiition. the presence of road access to the community 

discourages out-migration by diowing people to commute to off-reserve jobs. rather than 

moWig off-reseme (Gerber, 1984: 157). Institutionai completeness, or the ability of the 

community to provide economic, adminisative, md educationd institutions on-ceserve 

also acts to discourage out-migration. O n  the other hand, the average ievei of educationd 

atm-nment and the employment expenence o f  band members w;is found to encourage off- 

reserve residence, by incrmsing members' abiiity to h d  employrnent in o fF-reseme areas. 

Gerber also has found o number of comrnunity-Ievel variables that have inportant 

indirect effects on off-reseme residence. Luiguistic acculturation, or the use of English or 



French in the commwity's da.-to-&y acàvities was found to be signifiant. Gerber suggests 

dia6 at the community l e 4  bands who were more acculturated to the o f i d  language~ 

m a .  have been be betrer able to negotiate hnding fiom governments. This allows 

Lnprovements in housing and social senrices on-ceserve, and indirecdy acts to chcoucage 

m-grauon. 

As well, Gerber fin& that the size O€ the on-ceserve community itself rnay have an 

indirect negatke effect on out-migration through ïncreasing institu tional completeness. 

Larger bands are more able to provide the institutional support required by Ï n d l v i d d ,  whaho 

are therefore less likely to lave the communi y. 

2.U Quantitative Data on Migration and Popdation Distribution 

In this section, we will describe the a d a b l e  data on the distribution O€ the Status 

population between on- and O€€- ceserve, and nid and urban areas, as well as the 

quantitative data on the size and direction of migratory flows between these areas. The 

availabie data are generaiiy Eiom either the Indian Register or kom the Census or the 1991 

post-censal Aboriginal Peoples Survey. Data from both sources are subject to Limitations. 

2.E-1 XI;&= ~.%g~o~cr &+a: Diô~5%ÿ~o= =f &&ta--& In&as g-%aawr= 

It  is important that we consider the changes that have occurred to the distribution 

of Registered Indians between resecves, rural, and urban areas, if we are to pkce retum 

migration in its proper context. Indian and Northem A f k  Canada maintains the Indian 

Register, the listing of people registered under the Indian Ac& which includes data For on- 

and off-reseme residence. When exmining the chmges in the proportion of Status people 

living on- and off- ceseme, we must keep severai cavaa in mind. Fust. people are recorded 

ûs living off-reseme who have not lived in a ceserve community for at least meive 

consecutive months (Loh, 1990: 42)- This codd m&e the on-reseme counts mtificirilly both 

high and stable. As well, the data collection process is such that individuds report chmges 

Li their residencg status to the Bmd, and the Indian Band in m m  reports the changes to the 

Departrnent. It has been found that both individuds and bmds have been slow or reluctant 



to make dik reportage This dso could Iead to an artificidy stable on-reserve population 

&oh, 1990: 43; Nauh et al., 1993: 24)- 

The proportions of Stahis people living on- and off- teserve are of course affected 

by demograp hic processes other than migration. Highv rates of naturd inaease on-reseme 

rnap obscure some of the effects oEout-migration fiom reserves (Niwit et al, 1993; INAC, 

1997b; Loh, 1990). In the case of Registered Indiuis, changes in the regïstration mies found 

in the Indian Act also &€ect die distribution of the Registered Indm population. mer BU 

C-31, over 100,000 people have been able to regain theu s ~ h i s  as Regktered Indians. This 

resulted in an addition o f  the toal Registered 1ndLa.n population of about 1i0 /o  (INAC, 

1997b: 14). A majotity of these new registrants were fende residents o f  urban off- reseme 

areas at the thne of registdon, and only about 10% of diese C-31 regisaants had m i ~ t e d  

to reserveç as of 1996 (ïbid.: 17). Unfortunately, data a d a b l e  Erom the IndLin Register 

describing the geographic dis tribution of Regis tered Indians do no t include information on 

the size of the Biii C-31 population in mch area, and therefore the effefects of the Bill on the 

Indian Register Data cannot be easily identified- The legislative changes have thus resulted in 

a large inuease in the proportion of the Çtanis population living off-teserve, and Curther 

obscure the eEect of migrationc 

XceIt!stzxhg &e zbûrt ~ . ü t i ~ a s  &out Iz&~z. Regiiter dztz yditr;, ~ h s e  

may be helpful in describing changes to the distribution of Registered IndLans berneen on- 

and off- reserve areas in the past Few decades. Table 2 1  s u r n m h e s  the proportions living 

on- and off?- reseme in the prairie provinces between 1985 and 1996. Notable is the 

predominance of mdes on- reserve and femdes living off- reseme. It seems likely, as we wdi 

discuss below, that some of these gender ciifferences are due to greater out-migration from 

resecves to urban areas by women (Clatworthy, 1980; 1996; Clatworchy and Huli, 1953; 

1995; Gerber, 1984). 

2.11.2 The Size of the Urban Population 

Table 2.2 shows the numbers of Registered Indims Living in Census Metropoiiern 

Areas in 1981 and 1991. We c m  see thac in general, the Registered Indian population in 

prairie CMAs increased in this decade, both in terms of toeil numben, and as a proportion 



of the totai urban population. We may also see diat the Registered Indian segment OF the 

toal urban population is largest in the prairie provinces, and Iowest in Eastern cities. Ushg 

1991 Aboriginal Peopies Survey data, Petecs (1994) has reported that more than 40% of 

Registered Indians in Canada Iived in Census Metropolitan meas in 1991. As we have 

rnentioned, i t  is important to remember that a large amount of the increase in the urban 

population since 1985 has been due to C-31 registrmts. Nonetheles, it must be recognited 

that Regktered in& are a growing segment O€ the population O€ Canadian âties, 

partïculady in the Prairie provinces. 

2.ll.4 Size and Direction of Migratoiy FLows 

Census data also d o w  some analysis of m-gmto y flows berneen urban, mral, and 

reserve areas (Siggner, 1977: INAC, l997b: Clatworthy, 1996: Nomis, 1990). nie  analysis of 

migration flows is prirnarily done through the use O€ the "mobility questions" in the census. 

which ask the respondent where he or  çhe lived five gexs  ago and one year aga The 

general pattern of migration seems to be one in which the rnajontg of movement L berneen 

Census Metropolitan Areas3and reserves (Norris, 1990: 54). The o v e d  pattern of net flows 

appears <O have remalied f i l y  constant since the mid- 1 9 6 0 ~ ~  and is one in which both 
. - 
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reserve areas experience a net loss of Registered Indian migmnts (Siggier, 1977: No&, 

1990: INAC, 1997b: 30). Figure 2.1 is a descrïp tion of the net flows berneen these areas that 

has been derived fiom the 1991 Aboriginal Peopleç Sumey- 

While changes to census ethnicity questions maice cornparisons to periods before 

1966 unavailable (INAC, 1997b: 30). Nomis (1990: 54) suggesa diat the l i ~ g d y  bi-directional 

nature of the flows berneen reserves and large urbm uieas has intensified since the a l y  

1970s. Between 1966 and 1971. only 66 percent oFout-migrants kom resemes were destined 

The "Five-Year Mobility Quesrion" has been iociuded in the Census since 1961. .md dows  idenü6~1tion of 
the cornmunity in which the respondent lived five years qp. The "One-Year Mobiiïty Question" was 
inwduced in the 1991 Census, and asks whether the respondent currentIy lives in the s m e  community as 
they had one y e u  ago, and the province, teaito y, or country o f  residence one year ;igo for those who moved 
(Statistics Canada, 1992 84-99)). 
A Census Metropotim k e n  is a large urbm m a  centred on an urbnnized core with a popdation of 100,000 

or higher (Statistics Cemada, 1992 182) 



for urban asus (Siggner, 1977). Accordhg to 1981 census data, 86 percent of out-migrants 

from reswes moved to cities @omis7 1990). As weU, the proportion of to 

reserves kom urban areas has Licreased. The 1971 census &ta show 60 percent of? in- 

m*p t s  to reserpes originaàng in urban areas (Siggner, 1977) . By 1981, this component OC 

reseme in-mïgrants had Osen to 71% iiIustratïng an increasingly bi-dkctional flow betareen 

&es and resetves (Norris, 1990: 54). 

mile the o v e d  pattern OF migration within the rural-urban hierarchy may have 

remained hidy constant since the Iate 1960s, the volume of migrants seerns to have 

undergone some periodic fluctuation. N o k  (1990: 56) reports a reduction in the migration 

rate kom reserrres to cities between 1976 and 1981, compared to =lier perïods, md an 

increased arnount of mobility in the opposite direction. Nomis explains a r e m  to resemes 

during the Iate 1970s as resulting Fom a general downtum in the Canadian economy and 

Çewer ernployment oppomnities in urban areas. In& and Nonhem MEairs Cuada report 

an increased volume of into CMAs from cesemes between 1986 and 1991, 

reversing the =lier trend (DIAND, 1995: 51). However, the only evidence offered is an 

increase in the proportion of Aborigind urbm residena who are registered under the 

Indian Act. Much of this increase is probably due to the registmtion of urban cesidents 
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migration to uties bemeen 1986 and 1991, this may have been a response to Eucther 

changes in the gened economic clirnate. No exptmation For this increased migration to 

resemes in O ffered b y the authors. 

2.11.5 Empvicai Evidence of Retum Migration and Circulation 

It has been genedy assumed thac ~ 6 t h  the possible exception of some Bill C-31 

migants who were not bom in reseme communities, Registered Indians who move to 

reserves are retum m-pts. This may not be an unceasonable assumption, as those who 

have previously Lved on reserves could well be more likely to move to reserves thm those 

who have never Iived on-reserve. However, there have been few attempts to verie this 

assumption, or to mesure the amount ofcetum migration to resemes with acc'umcy. The 

best evidence of the mount  of return migration to reserves h;is been found by Siggner 



(1977) in an analysis of 1971 census data. U s h g  the five year mobility question in the census, 

Siggier has defined "those persons aged five and over who were living ui the same 

community on June 1, 1966 and June 1, 1971, but who moved w o  or more times" as 

"quasi-retum migants" (Siggner, 1977: 3) Using this definition. Siggner reports that retum 

migrants accounted for 4û% of the total in-mïgr;ition ratio to ceserves during the period 

(Siggner, 1977: 6). Wh& this wouId seem to indiate that the majoritg of in-mïgrants to 

reserves d u ~ g  the period were not ceturn migrants, i t  may be that many of these in- 

migrants were remmees who had le& die reserve before census day. 1966, and who were 

classified as non-return migrants- 

O f  the S t m s  residents of CMAs, Siggier reports that 11.2 percent were "quasi- 

r e m  migrants" to the urban areas* forming 23 percent of the totd CMA in-migration mtio 

(Siggner, 1977 6). As weU, 3.3 percent of  reseme residents in 1971 were quasi-return 

m-grants who Iek and retumed between 1966 and 1971 @id.: 17). Although there is no way 

of ident iwg those who had made multiple moves between reserves and urban areas, which 

would constitute a clculatory migration pattern, Siggner sees the large component of return 

migrants as irnplying that "...there L o Iarge back and forth movement to and fiom Indian 

Resemes and Metropohan Areas, probably m o n g  the sme migrants". (Siggner, 19773 8). 

Regina, and Saskatoon, Clatsworthy (1980,1983) and Clatworrhy and Hull (1981) have found 

additional evidence of return mobility and of circulation. Of recent migants to Regina and 

Saskatoon, more than one third reported that they had lived in the city on at  least one prior 

occasion, and more than 16 percent had lived in the city on at least two prior occasions 

(Clamorth y and Hull, 1983: 47). Arnong recent migrants to Winnipeg, more than 22 percent 

had made two moves to the city, and more than 18 percent had moved to the city at least 

three &es (Clatworthy, 1980: 23). These results would seem to suggest that there is a taVty 

Iarge component of reseme-to-city migrants who make multiple moves berween the two 

areas. However, when sked  whether they intended to return to resenres, only about ten 

percent of Status residents in Regina, four percent in S~katoon, and seven percent in 

Winnipeg indicated that they intended to move aany during the coming year (Clatworthy, 

1983: 22; Clam~octhy and Hull, 1983: 50). Clatworthy and Hull take this as im indication thnt 



rnany return o r  multiple moveo betareen Fmt Nations and urban areas are not anticipated 

(CIatworthy and HuU, 1983: 50). 

2.11-6 Characteristics of Regïstered Indian Pr- and R e m  Migrants 

There have been f i  attempts to iden* the sociodemographic characteristics of 

those who choose to move ffom ceserves into urban iu-. The information presently 

available is lirnited in scope to age, gender, and W y  status. Additionai research to 

detamlie the effects O€ education, employmenc and income on die mobility of Status 

people into urban meas is warranted. 

As with other migration strcims, younger people have been found to be more likely 

to move €rom ceserves into ueban areas (Clatworthy, 1980, 1981, 1995; Clatworthy and HUI, 

1983; Peters, 199% Siggner, 1977). This effect may be more pronounced beause of a large 

number OC fandes, both dud- and single- parent (CIatworthy, 1980, 1981, 1995). However, 

w e  must also bear in rnind that the Aboriginal population in genecal is younger than the 

Canadian population, and that the proportion of  migrants in young adult age groups -y 

therefore be higher (INAC, 1997b)- 

Status women have been Found to be more iikely to move ïnto the city than are men 

:C!Z-GPY., sw, 1m,1(i95: r ! ~ ~ ~ r t ~ ~  zu tfr0, I>C~CZ, 1934;. c . , t i~ t t~  (1932 

16) reports that fernales comprised about 57 percent OF recent sntus migrants to Wmnipeg 

in 1981-82 As weil, female migrants seemed to move for different revons than did their 

male counterparts. Using 1991 AborigLid Peoples Survey Dam, Peters (1994: 24) has found 

that men are more likely to move as unattached, economidy-motivated individuds, 

whereas women are more iikely to move in a t i l y  contest, and p;irticularly as heads O€ 

single-parent h i l i e s .  This corro borates =lier evidence fcom Chrworthy (1980, 1981) and 

Clatworthy and Hull (1983) that women n ü p t s  to prairie àties were more liLFely to cite 

housing or W y  reasons, or problems with their home communities as theu rezsons for 

migmting while men tended to report that they had moved for economic reasons. 

In the only study to examine the effects of education on Abonginai mobility, 

McCaskill (1970: 127) has found that migrants to the city tend to have higher educational 



attainment than those who cernain on-ceserve- This effect may be due in part to there being 

a number of people who move Lito the üy expressly for educationai purposes. 

mile there have been fisu attempts to discover the sociodemographic 

characteristics oEmigrants kom Abonginai comrnunities to cities, there has been even less 

evidence coiiected about the charactetistics oE retum Clatworthy (1983: 2î) 

reports that male urban residents are more WEely to indicate a desire to leave the city than 

are fernales, and that young aduIts are more likely to express this desire than are older 

people. This may be an indication O€ the greater amount O€ labour market difidties 

experienced by mdes in urbm areas (Ibid. 22). On the other han& Clamorthy and Huii 

(1983: 51) h d  that more d e  than fernale residena of Regina and Saskatoon intend to 

remain in the city. 

2-12 Research Questions and Methods 

As we have seen, the exishg litetanire on retum and cimlar mipt ion k quite 

broad, and includes severai theoretid approaches. The emplicd research that has been 

done on mi&uion berneen First Nations cornmunities and Canadian cities suggests that 

there are signifiant amoune OC return and cucular mipbon bemeen the two areas. 
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on migration in general. There are several questions that should be addressed. in order to 

determine how these theoreticai approaches may be appiied to the present case. As well as 

being a look at between First Nations and urbm centres with a more theoretid 

focus, this smdy tries to answer some empirïcal questions about the migration betraeen the 

two areas that have been suggested by prevïous studies. 

While it is important to examine mipt ion  at an aggreete level, this study will be 

conducted with an individuai level of mdysis A compelling case may be made that it is 

important to understand the characteristics of communities that Iead to in- and out- 

migration. However, it is equally important that we study the ways in which individual 

decisions are made. in order that we be able to put the effects of community ch~cteristics 

in their proper perspective. As weU, it is important to know something about the 

characteristics of those who choose to move, as they affect the composition OF the 



cornmunities at ongin and at destination. It is hoped that some future reseacch wïU d e  

retum and firnilat at a comrnunity level, while the contribution of the present 

study wiii be to focus on the individual. 

Retmn M&zu20n and H~lmm C@*rol 

Retum migration, as it has been described by the human capital mode], involves 

movement in order to maximize benefits, either psychic or economic (Sjaastad, 1962). 

These approaches ohen consider renim moves to be due to a Iack of success Li the 

receiving area, which results in a retum to the area oÇ origïn, where the suppom O€ fiiends 

and f5mily a n  be found. This leads us to ask whether people who return to First Nations 

do so because of difficulty in hding satishctory employment in the uty, and so are pushed 

to their home cornmunities, or whether there are signifiant puU hctors in their 

cornmunities that may lad  people to return, regudless of their economic success in the 

city. The hypothesis that people tend to return because of a Iack of success in the city is 

tested by examining the socioeconomic differences between people who retum and those 

who remain in the city. WhiIe some other studies of retum migration have found that 

return migrants and prïmary migrants differ significantly in terms of education, income, or 

r\+l.Ief f~&tpA t^ htLman_ e-pi*J, *hcPrP & heeO s-r_S r m m h  fin r_h_e 

migration of Aboriginal people becraeen resemes and urban areas. Iinowùig whether people 

who return to their home communities are different thm those who move to the city and 

remain there may provide some insight into the roles that e d u d o n ,  employment, and 

other factors play in movernent between the two areas. 

As weU as ex;Lmining differences between those who move and those who do not, 

this study is also an attempt to hvestigate whether those who move to the city generally 

consider the move to be permanent, as humm capid models suggesq or whether they 

mxke the initial move with the intention of returning- Knowing what are people's in tentions 

when they undeaake the primary migration to the city will help us better understand the 

factors involved in their return. 

Gendér, Fami4 Slotu, and M&rution 



There has been some evidence found that women are more likely to d e  the move 

from First Nations communities into cihes than are men, and that they may do it for 

reasons that are more related to fkdy  status and the presence of children, while men may 

move as unattached, econornïdy-motivated individuals peters, 1994). However, the 

existing &terature does no t go ve y Far in descrïbing what ditferent motivathg factors may 

be affecting Abotiginal women. As weU, if women are more likely to move to urban areas, 

are they more or less Wrely to return home than are men? This study attemph to discover 

how gaider is related to migration between the rwo areas, and whether there are diferent 

motivations o r  conditions that lead to difétent patterns of migration €or men and women. 

M?3fdion Sy~témr ami I$omatton 

The idea that rrügration d e s  place within a sys tem that includes the areas oE ongin 

and destination has been suggested by Hoffmann-Nowotny (Kubat and H o f b n -  

Nowotny, 1982). As well, Lurie (1969) has suggested that migration betareen resemes and 

Canadian &es is properly viewed as a system in which there is good communication and 

feedback betr~een people in the two areas, and in which people move in order to utilize the 

stcengths of each a r a  However, not much evidence of the mount  and qudty of the 
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decisions to retum home has been gthered. This study indudes some investigation into the 

type oCinfomtion that people who move have about the city, and the wny in which this 

information affects their 

ComnrHniy InfegrafrOn and M&& 

Goldscheider (1971) has indicated the importance of community integration in 

migration, and has suggested that people who move may be those mho have weaker ties to 

their home comrnunities. As well, some of the Iitemture on return migration has suggested 

thnt people who return do so becwse O€ the pull of h i l y  and fiends in the community of 

&gin (Gmelch, 1983: Richling, 1985). We would expect that this would l a d  to more 

mobility m o n g  younger people, who have had less urne to make these community 

connections. This study attempts to find evïdence to support the idea the community 



integtation affects people's mobiiity between First Nations and aties. It may be possible to 

tind evidence of the efEects oCcommunieg integration on migation in the quantitative data, 

through the incorporation of age and other proxies for integratïon into the modek The 

interview data also m a .  provide some information about the importance of integcation in 

return and ürcular mobiiiy- 

G'.I ; t rM&ndon 

CircuEtr migration has been identified as a cornmon pattern of m.igraaon bemeen 

rurd and urban areas in Afnca, and rnay h o  be an important part OC between 

First Nations and Canadian cities. While severai Candian studies have suggested that it mqy 

be a prominent f m r e  of the mobility of Aborigkd Canadians, there has been litde 

empiricai ePidence presented about the amount of circulation that &es place, oc of the 

motivations of those who u n d e d e  these multiple moves. The nirrent study is ako an 

attempt to undestand what hctors are involved in the making of circular moves, and what 

sorts OC motivations are invoived. As with retum mobiiity, the human capitai and 

cornmunity integraiion approaches -y be of use in describing circular migration. 

The human capial model would suggest diat people who rnake several moves 
- - 
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of cyclid migrations then rnay result fiom ;ui inability to find permanent or suitable 

employment, and the decision to retum to the support of the home cornmunitg during 

periods of unemployrnent. Persond characteristics, partkularly incorne, education, and age. 

may then be important m o r s  in predicting circular mobilitg. 

As with migration in general, the human capid approach generally considers moves 

to be made with the intention OF permanent resettlemen~ or iit lest of remaïning in the 

new location und a compeUimg reason to move &es. CordeII, Gregory, and Piche (1996) 

have found that people who move circularly genedly consider these moves to be 

temporary, and move to the city with the intention of retuming home. 1s circular mobiIity 

between Fint Nations m d  urban centres chmcterized by similar intentions, or do people 

initidly move with the intention oÇ remining in the city pemmentiy? It may be that 



OrcuIar migration is a pIanned ment. in which the m i p t  moves with intentions to return 

to the home comrnunity, and pediaps to move back to the city somedny. 

The idea of comrnunity integration and its affect on mobilitg. as suggested by 

Goldscheider (1971). =y be of some help in understanding this phenornenon. It may be 

that people who move Qrdarly are somehow less integrated tito the Fkst Nations 

community and the urban community, than are other migrants. It  could be that these 

people are initially more iikely ro move, as Goldscheider suggests, beoiuse they are less 

integrated into the socid tabric O€ the community. However, some OC these people who 

move to urban areas may have difficuity being intepted into the urbm community, and 

may eventualiy retum home to the communiq that they had oonginallp left 

Methodologid Approach - 
These questions demand Elexibility in the methods used to address them. and a 

combination of  quantitative and quîlirstive approaches. Ir is impomnt that we investiete 

quantitatively the socio-economic and demographic ciifferences between those who retum 

and those who do no& and those who move cirmlarly, and those who do not. The question 

of "who moves" cm gïve us important information about why they move. This study uses 
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those who make return and cirnilar migrations between First Nations and Prairie cities. This 

quantitative analysis akes the Çorm of  a series OF Iogistic regressions. The iikelhood of  

having moved is regressed on demogmphic variables, such as age, gender, and M y  status, 

as well as the socioeconomic smtus variables education, income, and labour force activity. 

The efÇect of community Litegmtion on migration is dso addcessed, through the inclusion 

of a indicating knowledge O€ ;in Aboriginal Imguage- Some important community- 

level variables such as the size of the reseme population and the distance kom the city are 

also incIuded in the models. 

There a histoy of this approach in studies OF migration. Individual chmcteristics 

and thek relationship to mobility have been OF interest to demographers for a long tirne- In 

the Canadian context, seved studies have used regcession techniques and Canadian data to 



determine the importance of personal chafacterÏseics in predicting mobility of various types 

(Rosenbaum, 1988; 1993; DaVanzo, 1976; Hou and Beaujocl994). 

As weU, we have employed quaiitative methods to h f o m  our understanding O€ the 

context in which people migrate, and the Edctors that they see as Secting theu mobility. 

This approach aliows us to gaui insight Ïnto the role of Ïn€ormation and community 

integration, and the Litenrions of people who decide to move to the city. Taking a 

qualitative approach to the investignbon dso dows us to place the quantitative data in some 

context. WhiIe the mu1-ate annlysis is abIe to examine die celationship betsveen speüfic 

characteristics and migration, the qualitative mdysis dows a more complete view O€ the 

various tactors that a e c t  people's mobility, and gives us the opportunitg to present some 

of the issues involved in migration in the words of those who have themselves moved. 
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Table 2.1 : Proportions of Registered Indians living on- and off-reserve by gender, 

Prairie provinces, 198S-96. 

Ondesmm Off*- Totd 
% by %on- % by % off- 

Number Gender reserve Number Gender resente Number Percent 
1985 

Males 53397 51.3% 71.9% 20895 47S% 28.1% 74292 50.2% 
Females 50683 48,7% 68.7% 23T28 52.5% 31.3% 73811 49.8% 
Total 104080 100.0% 70-3% 44023 100-0% 29.7% 148103 100.0% 

1991 
Males 69458 51.5% 64.3% 38620 462% 357% 108068 49-5% 
Fernales 65503 48S% 59-3% 44964 53.8% 40.7% 11û467 S M %  
Total 134961 100.0% 61-8% 83574 100.0% 38.2% 218535 100.0% 

7996 
Males 82444 51.3% 62.6% 49272 4&6% 37,4% 131716 49,4% 
Females 782U 48.7% 58,1% 56525 53.4% 41.9% 134769 50.6% 
Total 160688 100.0% 60.3% IO5797 100-0% 39-7% 266485 100.0% 

Source: lndian and Northem Affairs Canada. lndian Regisfer Population by Sex and Residence- 
1 986; 1992; i 997. 
lndian Register Data. 

Notes: "On-resewe" indudes those living on Crown land- 
Prairie Provinces include Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. 
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Table 2.2: Registemâ lndians fesiding off-msewve in major urban areas, 1 981 and 1991, 

Major Urban Area 

Montreal 
Ottawa-Hull 
Toronto 
Winnipeg 
Regina 
Saskatoon 
Calgary 
Edmonton 
Vancouver 

Registered lndians 
living off-teserve 

454s 
2095 
664s 
8185 
4140 
2335 
31 85 
4295 
7480 

% of total CMA 
Population 

0.2 
0-3 
0.2 
1 -4 
2.5 
1.5 
0.5 
0.7 
0.6 

Registered lndians 
living off-resenre 

3255 
3480 
4920 
14935 
6345 
6050 
5390 
t 1055 
11605 

% of total CMA 
Powlation 

Sources: tithwick, Schiff, and Vernon, 1986; Statistics Canada, 1994, 
Census Data- 



Fiaure 2.1 Surnmanr of net miaration flows befnrieen on- and osreserve locations. 
Reaistefed Indians. Canada. 1-91. 



3.1 Inuoduction 

As uidicate4 thïs research project incorporates both a quantitative anaiysis O€ 1991 

Aboriginal Peopler Survey data and an anaiysk of qualitative intemiews wï& people who 

acted as informants, and who were able to describe the context in which migration takes 

place, as wd as what they s a w  as the important h o r s  in the migration process. This 

chapter provides an overview of the methodology used in the colIection and analysis of the 

gualitative data as  weiI as an ovemiew of issues that were addressed in the interviews, 

3.2 The Use of Qualitative and Quantitative Data 

Qualitative research methods, whiie not used nearly as much in demography as diey 

are in anthropology or sociology, are increasingly augmenthg quantitative studies of 

population issues (Obemeyer, 1997: Greenha@, 1997). WhiIe the discussion of the place 

of qualitative methodologies in demography is beyond the scope of this chapter, there are 

some specific rasons for uskg interview data in the current study. 

Qualitative cesearchers are kequendy concemed with the understanding of context 

(Glaser and Strauss, 196>67: Geertz, 1983; Miles and Huberrnan, 1994). Whereas quantitative 

analyses are very good at describing phenornena and testing hypothetid relationships, they 

tend not to be able to describe very weii the matenal and so&d clcurnsnnces that affect 

people's decisions. The use O€ qualitative dam can help to avoid the abstractions that are 

inherent in purely quantitative andyses (Miles and Hubemian, 1994: 41). Knodel (1992 848) 

SuggeSb that demographers in particular mzy benefit considerably fiom a h t e d  

conte.tu;ilization of demopphic behaviour through qualitative d a n  They d o w  the 

cesearcher to explore relationships that appeir only as correlations in sumy data, and to try 

to understand the ways in which the various tacets of social life un affect parci-cul= types of 

behaviour, such as mi-gration or fertiiity decisions. Incorpomting the perspectives of those 

who are engaged in these demopphic pmcesses can also confirm or contmdict sumey 

results, and c m  help inform the collection of qumtiative data (Knodel, 1997 851). 



In this study, the w of quantitative data helps us see migration as a process, and 

on be used productively with the quantitative d;ua The Aboriginai Peoples sumey, which is 

the nchest set of chta o n  the Canadian Aboriginal population, is somewhat h i t e  For the 

smdy of mobility. Most of  these problerns are addressed in the chapter on  quantitative 

methodology- The most serious problem is inherent in the use of cross-sectional data to 

study In particular, because the characteristics of the migrants are measured afier 

a migration has taken place, we are unable to determine whether these characteristics 

affecteci the deckion to move, o r  were themselves chmged by the move (DIiVanzo, 1981; 

Rosenbaum, 1988; 1993). Interviews with people who know about the ways in which these 

deasions are made, and the patterns of  mobility that they see in their communities, c m  

overcome some OF these problerns, and provide a more complete understanding of  the 

migration process. 

3.3 Qualitative Research and the Objectives of this Study 

There are severai specific questions which we hoped to mswer with the help of  the 

qualitative interviews, and which could not be addressed through the quantitative da- One 

major ;ira of  interest was in the importance and nature of:circular migration patterns. How 

;mnnr~n+ +ke pzgerr\. mu!@c myyp,c h e ~ e t r r  c ~ e ~ ~ e  n ~ r r ~ b r I  +T\ uL*rYLU--L r -- --- - -- 
be by those who are knowledgeabe about migrahon berneen these ~ e x ?  We dso  set out to 

deterrnine the dynamics oÉ circular and return mobility, and in partinilar the factors that 

participants consider salient in their decisions to move to the City, or  to move back. Why do 

people move to the city in the first place? Do people leme with the intention of someday 

returning, o r  do they intend to stay in the city permmendy? When they do move back, to 

what pulls toward their home comrnunity, or pushes from the city, are they responding? 

The qu&t;itive interviews were dso intended to investigate the importance of 

communities and networks ~Frelationships on people who move, both through theü effects 

on the adabiïity  finf for mit ion about potentid destinations, and the weighing OF closeness 

to community, Fnends, and kin in mobility decisions- For e-yiunple, do people who move to 

the city ofien have &ends o r  relatives in the city who cm provide them with information 

and support afier die move? How good is this information and how does it affect their 



success and iikelihood of  moving back to the rserrre? How weli ;ire tïes maintaled between 

people who move to the âty and those who remain in the reserve communiy? 

We aiso anempted to gaLi some inFormatïon about other issues surrounding 

mobility that were identified in the literature. In partïcuhr, participants were asked about the 

higher mobility oçwomen fiom ceserves into cities, and how this may be interpreted. Other 

patterns of movement and motivations were suggested by the participants that we would 

not have predicted, based only on the existing litemmre- For example, participants referred 

to the effects OC the politid situations ui First Nations communities and concems about 

crime levels in the cïty, which were not discussed in the migration literanire reviewed. 

Most irnportandy, the qualitative intemiews were used in the design OF this research 

projea so that we would be able to provide anmers to our research questions in the words 

of people who have participated Li the process, and who have experienced the 

factors that affect migration thernselves. This dows us to more accur;itely present the 

experiences of these people than would be possible through an mdysis of the quantitative 

data alone, and hopefüiiy to corne closer to presenting the underlying reality as experienced 

b y the participants. 

2 A Prrrr--tah'-c. -C *La f-+--Gc.m f L r Z A a  
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The interviews were conducted with the use oÇ an interview guide, but with the 

intention that the interviews would be dowed to move considembly from the constraints 

OC this guide. The purpose of the guide was p r imdy  to remind the interviewer to cover 

certain key areas, and to make sure that certain questions were asked. This approach was 

intended to help Çocus the intem-esvs, while providing the space for a more informative 

interaction, and the fieedom to explore issues not considered dunng the construction of the 

interview guide (Fonma and Frey, 1997). 

As we would not be able to identie a smple  consisting only of return or circular 

migrants, we had to rely on the knowledge of people mho have mipted  from First 

Nations, regarding the patterns and processes of migration to and h m  their home 

communities. The fkt section of the interview guide, included as Appendix A, was devoted 

to asking the respondents For their knowledge of patterns of mobility in gened, dthough i t  



was anticipated that people would voolunteer th& own stones as examples of patterns of 

mobility. The second section of the questionnaire focused on cornmunity issues concerning 

migration. The third section of the questionnaire was devoted to asking people directiy 

about th& mobility expenences. The Fourth section con&ed short questions to obtain 

dernograp hic and socio-econornic information on the participants. 

3.5 Sample Selection and Recmiting Pdapants  

As we are Ïnterested ptimady in retun and CitcuIar mipuon, an ideal situation 

would have been to interpi-ew a sample of people who either retumed to a reserve d e r  

moving to the uty, or who undertook severai moves between the two locations. However, 

this would likely have required access to seved ceseme communities, in order to locate 

potential participants. Unforninately, there has been an inmeasing and quite understandable 

relucrance of Aboriginal cornmunities in Cmada to participate in research that is directed by 

academic researchers not working for the community (Dyck and Wddnm, 1993). As well, 

this approach would have required considerable tirne and ~ e l ' t h a t  were not adable .  O u r  

solution was to interview a sample O€ people who have moved From a First Nation to 

Wmnipeg. While these people may not have made retum or circular moves, they acted as 

k,fcFazqs, teKq* 5 Y., dVIL.-u.Ulb crsm~th;.irr- c l h o r c t  LCYYUC -;-&ri ?y the- cep ;t -irrA nr\~n;rrrr 2 rrnb.-&c- 
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through which we may view the process. 

The sarnple oE participants uicluded people who were registered under the Indian 

Act and who had moved to the city of Wmnipeg. OriS;ndly, it  was intended that the sample 

would include only those people who had moved fiom a F k t  Nation arithin the previous 

ten years. However, because of the difficulty in finding pdcipants, this condition aras 

dropped. Although some participants had been in the city for more thm ten years, most of 

them renined some ties to the comrnunity of ocigin in the f o m  of Fnends or relatives, and 

most retumed for visits occasiondy. Regudless of the mount  of time that they had spent 

in the city, it was felt that they would be able to ofFer insights into the process of migration. 

The sample was selected with the help of seved Abonginal service orpizations and tribal 

council offices loated in Wnnipeg. These orpizations were sked to help us identik 

people who might be willing to participate. and who would be the beginning OC a snowbd 
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sarnple, in which respondmts were asked to refer the researchers to other people who may 

be wdhg to participate (Biemacki and Wddotf, 1982). 

Whiie the srnall sarnple sïze does not permit statïsticd inferences to the larger 

population, they do not pose a problem in out current application. The goai of the 

qualitative analysis was to understand the d p d c s  of the process, adding "depth, rather 

than breadth" to our understanding of the migration between F k t  Nations and Ptaine 

Cities (Ambert et  al. 1995). We wkhed to use these people's expenences to add to the 

quantitative analysis and to suggest directÏons for füture research. We do not intend that the 

conclusions dr;iwn kom such a small number of uiterpiews be gene&ed to the Abonginai 

population at Iargp. 

3.6 Ethicai Considerations 

In terrns of ethics, the greatest risk to the participants in the interviews was the 

possibility that they could be identified. In order to protect the anonymity of the 

participants and confidentidity of the interview contents, the names of the participants were 

recorded only on the infomed consent f o n  Audio tapes and ïntemiew transcrïpts 

contained no ceference to the uitemieswee's name, and no names of people or Fkst Nations 

,F-T.EIlmor r e ~ n . + ~ ~  rYL.-Y ;O ... AP -.- ç2&qF- zz&c eOps ?sd nezier *ss+.- --- Y- 

to be destroyed after the malysis, evcept in the case O€ one m m  who requested that the 

tape be sent to him. Ail participants were aslied if they would like copies of the research 

Eïndings after they were written, and were encoumged to send comments. 

3.7 The Int-ew Partiapants: Description of the Sample 

While quota sampling was not specifidlg undemken, we did hope that our sarnple 

would include peopIe who were both young and more mature, md who would be able to 

tell of a v;iriety of experiences. The smple did include people of different educationd and 

employrnent backgrounds, as well as an dmost equd number oÇmen and wornen. The tonl 

sample included seven men and ten women, whose education levels ranged From less thm 

grade ten to university degres. Some were students, some were unempioyed at the t h e  OF 

the interviews, and some were proFssionds of various types. Three people lived in First 



Nation comrnunities at the timÊ of the interview- Of  those who Iived in the ci% some had 

moved within the last five yeam, whiIe 0th- had lived in the citp for mencg years or longer. 

Some peopIe had moved fiom communities that are within an hour's drive kom Winnipeg 

while a few people had moved kom up to 600 kilometces. The sarnple incIuded people who 

identified thernseives as Anishinaabeg. induding Oiibwa and Saulteaw, as weli as Cree and 

Dakota- 

While the sample included a wïde vanvanety of people* there are taro characteristics OC 

this sarnple whidi should be kept in mind. Many OF the p a ~ ~ t s  were found with the 

help of Aborigind service organizations in the City? and because of this, several were 

cornmunit- workers of various types. These parhcipmts were particulztrly helphl because of 

the insights they had into the mount  of migration to and kom their comrnunities, and the 

issues hced by people in the city as weil as First Nations. These people were able to add 

valuable infomiation and depth beoiuse of their own personai ewperiences, and the research 

k greatly enriched by their participation. 

Secondly, while respondents m - e d  in ages from twenty to over sixty, there was a 

concentration of people in theu €orties. These people had largely not moved very recendy, 

and a couple of them considered themselves to have been urbm people for most of their 
k-;W, n-- -....A.. m n y  -1-n - L.-,LC-l 
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comrnunities, and knew people in the city who had moved recently. However. if younger 

people are more likely to move Lito the city, a younger sample may have included people 

who had moved into the city more recently and who could give us a more irnrnediate 

impression of the issues involved in mi&wion. 

3.8 The Data Coilection Process 

The agencies which had offered to help h d  research participants, and which had 

been origindy contacted by telephone from London, were visited in person as soon as the 

researcher arrived in Winnipeg. Whde there were several agencies that hha initidly offered 

suppoc some did not follow through. The cesons Cor this are unknown. However. those 

agencies which did provide potentid participants were ve y helphl. Some suggested changes 

to the wording of questions that would make them more mltunlly approprkte, or  



respectfirl. Others o f f i d  the use of theu ficilities as a site for the intem-ews, or contacts at 

other organizations that might be able to heip. 

The initiai process of hding potenaal participants was slower than expected. This 

was partly because of? the lack O€ suppon from agencïes which had previously volunteered 

th& help. As wd, there were a number of contacts and potenual participants who were on 

vacation asuay &om Winnipeg durlig the summer months. However, it became easier to 

h d  participants toward the end of the initiai summer visit, as the number OC people 

providing names for the snowbaii sample grea. 

Most individuais approached to participate were willing, and there were f i  refiisais. 

This was pardy because u s d y  the orgminaons and people who provïded the names of 

potenhai pachcipants had -de o kt contact, and helped to gün theù consent. A few 

people indicated some reluctance to phcipate in a studp conducted by non-Aborigind 

researchers. While stül agreeing to participate, some of these people were a w e  of  the 

colonial histo y of anthropology, in paràcular, and saw much of the research that is done on 

Aboriginal people as serving only to hrther the careers OF non-Aboriginal researchers. 

Interrriews took place in locations that were preferred by the participana. Most were 

conducted in the participants' workplaces or school, whde a f i  were conducted in 

p-aaicipants' homes, or in a public piace in which me parricipanr was comforubie. Some o i  

the participants were reseme residents who were interviewed while they were in the city for 

various reasons. One interview was conducted in a Fi t  Nations cornmunity. Most of the 

interviews were conducted in person and were tape recorded, however, two participants did 

not want to be tape recorded, so notes were taken during those interviews. One person ums 

also interviewed by telephone, because of difficulties in scheduiing an intem-ew. Al1 

interviews and notes were Iater tnnscribed. 

In some cases, the interview guide was FoUowed closely, while in others intekews it 

was almost ignored entirely. In interviews which were not tape-recorded, the structure O€ 

the intecview guide allowed notes to be &en more easily, without interrupting the 

conversation, and dlowing as rnuch as possible to be  captured on pnper. There were some 

cases, pxticularly with older people, in which excessive guiding of the interview bp the 

researcher did not seem to be appropriate. The interview guide was also more closely 



foliowed Li the beginning of the research process. As the intemimer became more 

comfoorgble the interview process itselc and as it became cleu that some of the 

questions were not effective, the intm-ews increasingly le& the structure O€ the guide. 

3.9 Metbod of Aaalysis 

The anaiysis of the quditative data ïnvolved coding passages of- the intemi- 

transcripts in order to try to understand die issues which people s m  related to migration, 

and the Eictors that they beiieved to go hto  the rnaklig of migration decisions. In order to 

accomplish thk analysis, we used the QSR NUDfIbT sofbare programme. NUITIST is 

specifidy daigned For andysis of qualitative data, and it dows For manipulation and 

atmchment of codes to text Mes (Richards and Richards, 1994). The coding scheme €or the 

intemiew data began with a rough outline, grew in response to patterns that presented 

thernselves in the data. The text units were first coded in fiirly concrete ways, usudy 

categorized by the motivation for mobility that they addressed. A passage may have been 

coded to %ousingJ' if it addressed mobility caused by housing shornges in a comrnunity. 

Eventudy, chese categories were re-worked, and the text uni& were re-assigned to more 

abstraa categories, grouping passages that addressed the effect of community integration on 
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eventudy move to expimato y levels (Miles and Hubermm, 1994), and to move an anaiysis 

ftom the concrete to the theoretical. 

3.10 Issues of Reliability and Validity 

One of the major problerns in the use oÇqudimtive dam is that the typid andysis Îs 

by an individual researcher, drawing their own conclusions. This causes d i f h l t y  in temis of 

the reliability and validity, and the influence of the pmicular researcher on the participants 

and the conc1usions of the study (Miles and Kubemwi, 1994: 262). 

As qu;ilicitive research is largeiy an interpretive exercise, i t  is impossible to elimliate 

d l  forms of bias on the part of the researcher- We did, however, consciously employ 

methods For the confirmation of findings. Trimgulation, or the use of multiple methods, 

helped us to confinn some of the findings. By using the qu;ilimtive and quantitative analyses 



together, we were able to identifp concepts and issues for which support was found through 

both approacheo, as weU as those for which there was more Lirnited evidence While we 

cannot question the v&ty O€ the meanings of mobaty processes of  the cespondmts 

themselves, it may be that feelings about the nature O€ the patterns and arnounts of 

do not acavately refiect the generai r d t y ,  and m a .  be more the result O€ the 

respondents' p a r h l  exp&ences. 

One oE the goals of Licluding qualitative data in this pcoject was to provide 

infomaaon about the process in the words OF the people who have experienced or who 

have considerable knowledge about the reasons that people move However, as Miles and 

Huberman (1994 263) have pointed out, i t  k v e y  possible for a lone cesearcher to Ml prey 

to bias resulting kom the over-weighbiig of accounts From particulady articulate 

respondents, people whose experiences fit weli into pre-existing theories. One way to avoid 

these mps is to actively engage in a search for the cases that contmdr'ct the conclusions 

which have been drawn. PracticalIy, this has been done through the inclusion of dissenring 

voices, and accouno of migration that do not fit the theones. In the codlig of interPieux 

and the reporthg OF hdings, we have med to make sure that di of the respondents' 

opinions o n  any particular aspect oEmigmtion are presented. 



. .  
tu 4. -ta- Methodoloa 

4.1 Introduction 

This chapter wili outiine the methods to be used to qumtintively examlie the 

phenamena of ceturn m-pïtïon and circulation berneen First Nations d P d e  cities. 

This study uses data from the 1991 post-censai Aboriginal People's survey, which is 

probably the richest a d a b l e  quantitative data on Canada's Aboriginal popul;iàon. Much of 

the anaiysis in this study takes the Corn oFan exercise in regression modelling, in which a 

number of personai and community characteristics are used to develop a model that can 

predict mobility at the individual Ievei n e  1991 APS &ta înclude some specific questions 

about the rmsons of mobility that are dso malyzed, using crosstabulation. 

4.2 Quantitative Data Source: The 1991 Abonginal Peoples S w e y  - 
The 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey was conducted by Statistics Canada as a post- 

censal survey designed to provide comprehensive data on Canada's North American Indian, 

Métis, and Inuit populations. As such, the 1991 APS has the advantage OF having a vey 

large sample size relative to the population univene, the total Canadian Aboriginal 

population. The APS includes a section spec i f i dy  designed to collect information on 

mo bility, which includes retros pective questions on previous residences, and the reasons for 

moving. This $ves the APS a distinct advannge over the Census, in tetms of its usehlness 

for the study of mobiiity. The survey also indudes sections on h d t h  and lifestyle, 

education, and employment, as well as a complement of variables gathered in the 1991 

Census. 

This study uses the individuai file of the 1991 APS ciam Access to the these dam was 

arranged by Indian and Northern AChirs Canada, which h;is access to the individuai file 

through agreement with Sntistia Canada I t  was necessary to use the hl1 dan set, mther 

than the Public Use Microdata File for two rasons- First, whereas the 1991 APS Public Use 

Microdata File is only a subsample of the tonl APS smple, the dataset used for this study 

hcluded the entire APS sample of81,570 cases. As we shdl see. this Iarge initiai sample size 

wa+ necessq in order <O select enough cases to model return movement in the prairie 

provinces. As well, the PUMF does not include certain key variables that would dlow us to 



positively identifjr people who had moved kom reseme communities to cities, and who 

retumed to the cornmunitg of origti. This smdy has only been possible wïth the use of the 

hll APS dataset. 

4.2.1 Sampling and Data C 0 1 1 ~ o n  Methods for the 1991 APS 

The target population for the Abociginal Peoples Survey was the Canadian 

population who either identified thernselves as Aboriginal, o r  were registered under the 

Indian Act in 1991 (Statïstics Cimada, 1993: 12). The initiai pool kom which the APS 

sample was dr;rrmi u m  dehed bp questions on the 1991 Census long focm. which WZIS 

adrninistered to about one in twenty off-reseme households, and d on-reseme households 

(Denis et al., 1991: 7). Those who responded that they were of Aborïgind mcestry, oc that 

they were registered under the Indian Act, b e r n e  eligible to be selected for inclusion in the 

APS sample. 

From this list of people of either Aboriginal ancesq  or who were registered under 

the Indian Act, samples were selected for each of the domains d e h e d  in the sampling 

h e -  To t h l  sample, a screening questionnaire and a foiiow-up questionnaire were 

adminltered. The screening questionnaire asked whether the respondents were registered 

rr.der &c !zh Act ZTC! Ab~r igkd  gûüp ~ ! q  irIezBCed Fmis et A., 1991: 

8). If either of these questions were muiswered in the affirmative, the follow-up APS 

questionnaire was adrninis tered. 

The overd Aboriginal population was first divided into iwo geopphic domauis. 

Domain One Ïncluded ceseme comrnunities, as weli as other communities chat had a hi& 

concentration oÇ Aboriginai people. Domain Two included dl other geopphic areas, 

including census metropolim areas, other urban areas, and rurai, non-reserve areas 

(StatLtics Canada, 1993: 13). The smpling for Domain One was almost a census of the on- 

reserve population, with a sampling fiequency of enumemted communities OC over 70%. In 

Domain Two, about one in ten people who identified with an Aboriginal group was 

uicluded in the sample (Denis et ai. 1991: 25). 

The data collection for the APS ans carried out differentiy Li a c h  dom&. As we 

have mentioned, the s4mpling hction was different for each domain. As well, Li Domain 



One, the on-reserve and other Aboriginal cornmunities, the APS questionnaires were 

completed by in-person interviewers. In Domain Two, induding off-reserve locations, the 

questionnaires were completed bp the respondents themselves @mis et al, 1993). This may 

have implications for data quaIïty in each dornain, dthough this is not evident from the APS 

data themselves. 

4.2.2 APS and Cmsus MobiJity Questions: 

In order to identify various types of fiom the data contained in the APS 

database, we will employ both the APS mobaty questions and the 1991 Census mobiIity 

questions. Each of these sets oÇ questions has its own limitations, and the combination O€ 

these variables does not give us a perfect method of identifying those who undertook 

various types of movements between 1986 and 1991- While imperfect, the APS does 

provide the best exkting dam source for measurement and m o d e h g  of the O€ 

Abonginal people. 

Census MobSty Questzbns: 

There were IWO mobility questions asked in the 1991 Census, and the responses to 
..1- - - - u i e c  q ü n t k m  :i-we ùeeri xt~rctieci iu ttic 1991 AC'S ciairibasse- Tiiese are Me one- mci five- 

year mobiIity questions, and they ask the respondent to idenci+ theu place of residence on 

June 4,1990, and June 4,1986. The responses are coded in order to identiFy those who lived 

on-reserve, in a Census Metropoiim are% lived in a smder urban ma, or who iived in an 

urban, non-teseme area in 1986 and 1991- 

APS Mobiuiuky QuesaOns: 

There was an entire section of the APS questionnaire devoted to questions about m-gration 

and mobility. The design of this section involves a series of retrospective questions about 

previous residences to obnin information about past mobility patterns. 

However, most o f  the retrospective questions ;ire asked only of those who reported 

that they had moved in the previous 12 months. An overview of the APS mobiiity questions 

is presented in Figure 4.1. Those who reported diat they had lived in their current place of 



residence foc the previous 12 months, but had not lived in that residence for dieu whole 

lives, were asked €or the location of their last residence oniy. For those who reported that 

they had not lived in their current midence for the pcevious 12 months, thece was a series 

of questions concerning last three places of residence, fiom which they moved in the last 12 

months. niese questions appiy only to those who had moved to their aiment place OC 

residence in the previous year, and &O apply only to those raidences from which the 

respondents rnoved in the last year. 

4.2.3 Limitations of the 1991 APS Data 

While the 1991 APS provides the most comprehensive data on the Canadian 

Aboriginal population to date, there are several problems with these data diat must be 

highlighted. One of the Iargest problems with this post-censal sutvey &in is the &Iy large 

non-response rate fiom Lidividuds of Aboriginal O+ and entire ceserve communities. 

This is a problem that k i s l y  cornmon with the Census oÇ Canada, and as the APS smple 

was selected fiom Census data, it has inhented the problem There were 78 incompletely 

enumerated reserves in the 1991 Census, representïng approxUnateIy 38.000 people (Peters, 

1994: 4). These individuals therefiore could not be induded in the APS sample. As weü, 
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enumerated in the APS (Statistics Canada, 1993: 14). This may represent as mmy as 20,000 

people (Peters, 1994 4). Many of these communities were incompletely enumemted because 

oÇ remoteness and difficulties wii geopphicd access by interviewers. but some 

comrnunities refbsed to participate. People who lived in resemes that were unenumerated or 

incornpletely enumemted in the 1991 APS were not included in the h d  APS dataset. 

As well as the large number ~Fcommunities that chose not to participate in the 1991 

Census or the 1991 APS, there was some non-response by Lidividuds who were 

enumemted by the Census, and who were subsequentiy selected for ;in inclusion in the APS 

sarnple. The response rate for the ovedl s q l e  was about 78%. with about 7V0 oÇ these 

non-respondents being absent, and about 15% rehsing to respond. Rather thm selecting 

O ther respondents to replace those who did no t respond. the reminhg cases were weighted 

to enable the final estimates to represent the entire population (Statistics Canada, 1993: 13) 



As mentioned above, there are also some problems rrlnttig to the design of the 

mobiïity questions in both the Cewus and the APS questionnaires, especdy if diese 

questions are to be used in the identification of retum migrants. The pmblems wïth ushg 

the Census mobility questions in the identification of migrants has been weil-documented 

(DaVanzo, 1981; Rosenbaum, 1988; Hou, 1993). Essentidy, beause both the one-year and 

the he-year mobility questions ask where the respondent Iived on a given day in the year of 

interesc repeated and return moves in the intemenhg perïods are lost For exampIe, the 

five-year mobility question would iden* people who had moved and returned to the 

original place O€ residence between 1986 and 1991 as not having moved, when in tâct they 

are return migrants. The one-yeu mobility question, which was added Li the 1991 Census, 

does help address thk pmblem by adding infomiation about the 1990 place of residence, 

which c m  be compared to the 1986 residence. However* multiple moves that occurred 

within the 1st year, and between 1986 and 1990, are mîssed by these questions. 

One way of addcessing these limitations of Census mobility data is through the use 

of retrospective survey questions. These questions d o w  the respondent to provide a histocy 

O Ç their mo bility and prevïous residences, beginning with the most recent move This is the 

method taken bp the 1991 APS mobility questions. However, there k a serious limitation to 
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on previous places of residence are asked with regard to those residences kom which the 

respondent had moved in the Iast 12 mondis. There are sets of questions designed to 

identig three such residences, providing what would be a useful set of retrospective 

mobility data, were it noc contined to only the most recent 12 month period. WhiIe the 

making of multiple moves in a relatively short period is an important aspect of mobility, and 

is one of the concerns here, it is unlikely that there wïil be many people who report h&ng 

moved three times in the past year. Even if this were a cornmon pattern. d could be 

identified by a sirnilar series O€ retrospective questions not limited to the last year, but in 

which the respondent could identi$ the approximate date of the move. Questions designed 

in this manner would be f;ir more useful for the ;mdysis of migration patterns than those 

empIoyed in the 1991 APS questionnaire. 



4.3 Mobility Univuse 

The present anaiysis of retum mobüity is Iimïted to those people who identified 

themseives as North Arnerican Indians, and who were registered under the Indian Act in 

1991, and who lived in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, or  Alberta In 1991- Institutional cesidents 

and members o€&e Arrned forces are excluded fiom the APS &tabase. W e  have included 

only those APS respondents who were 20 years or older on June 4, 1991- This ensures that 

aiI mi-grants were at least 15 years old on Census Day in 198% which is the day For which we 

have place OF residence data &om the five-year mobility question. The interest here is 

primarily in the hctors that are involved in the making of voluntary rnoves. It is reasonabie 

to assume that those who are under 15 yeam ofage move p r imdy  in a h d y  situation, and 

move largeIy as a result of thek parents' decisions. This study also excluded people who 

reported that they were children in census lamilies in 1991, rewdless of age. 

Using the cmsus and APS mobility questions, i t  is possible to identify- people who 

have made severd types oFmoves that are of interest here. Aç described in Figure 4.2, these 

data can be used to identify five-year p N n q  movers, five-year return movers, and 

hypermobile movers. These wili be used to constmct dependent variables for the regreçsion 

analysis. 

Five-Year Resmve-to-CM4 

Previous studies of remrn mobility within Canada have been undernken at the 

provincial Ievel (Hou and Beaujot, 1994, Newbold md Liiiw, 1990; Rosenbaum, 1988,1993). 

These studies have been able to identie pcimvy interprovinciai migrants using census place- 

of-birth and current place of residence information. However, the place-of-binh data are 

not availabie on a sub-provinciai Ievel. This makes i t  impossible For us to identie those who 

were bom on a reserve, and who have subsequently left the reseme. While there would stdI 

be the problem that people €rom reserve communities may be born in hospimls in nearby 

O ff-reserve areas, having an idea of the place OF bLth would make the identification of those 

who had ever moved to the city much easier. and more complete. 

mth the data available, one c m  identiQ people who moved to a ClLW Ftom a 

reserve in the five yean preceding the Census. This study hm employed the same 



methodology used by Siggner (1977) in his study O€ the mobility O€ the Registered Indian 

population bemeen 1966 and 1971. The Census five-year mobility question dows the 

identification of those people who lived on-reseme o n  June 4, 1986, and who lived in a 

CMA on June 4 1991. These people wili be referred to as Fivc-Year Rcren~~-to-CMA M@nk 

The Iargest problern with this identificaaon is that we cfuinot be sure of the moves that 

people made before 1986 In addition, moves occurring in the intervening tirne rnay be Iost- 

Fiw- Y- GU4-to-Resene -ts 

Similady, as described in Fïpre  4.2, we were able to identify people who were liWig 

in a CMA on June 4, 1986, and who were living in an on-ceserve Census subdivision on 

June 4,1991. These people wili be re femd to as  Fiue-Yem C U c i - t o - R e m  m&mk 

Five-Year CMX-to-Reseme R e w  M&pnts 

Using the Census 5-yezr mobiIity question, it was possible to identie those peopIe 

who Lved on-ceserve on June 4, 1986, and who Lved in the s m e  on-reserve Census 

subdivision on June 4,1991. Using information from the APS questions about moves made 

before and &erJune 4,1990, or 12 months pt50r to the APS, we could identie people who 

moved to their cunent residence fkom a CMA. Using this methoci, it is possible to identi@ 

people who b e p  and ended the five-year i n t e d  in the s m e  on-resetve location, but who 

moved to a CMA in the intervening period. W e  wiIi rehr to these people as F i . - Y e n  CU4- 

t o - R e ~ m  Retm M&rmr~r. 

Hpemobile or Cucula m&mnts 

Circular mobility, as we have said, rnay be thought OF as die making of a series of 

moves benaeen the same two places, or beoaeen a single place of orïgin and a destinations 

of a cermin type, such as urban areas. "Hypermobility", strictiy spealring, should probably 

refer to the making O€ a nurnber of moves, not necessarily bemreen the s m e  two places. 

While these two concepts are clearly not identicd, it is in pmctice ofien easier to find 

evidence of hyperrnobility, which may provide genenl support for the hypothesis that there 

rnay be an m o u n t  OF cuculation in a p;irticul;u migration s t r m .  In m -lier study of the 



migration of Registered Indians, Siggner (1977) has used the presence of hypermobility as 

an indicator of the possibiiity of a circuiar migration stream. This conclusion must be made 

with caution, however, as we have no way of knowïng if these people are in fact Qrrular 

migrants, or moved to a new destination each tirne- 

While the APS dataset contains a lot of i n f o d o n  on mobiIity, the data do not 

offer a clear way to identify circular movement- Unfortunately, the 1991 APS did not ask 

respondents whether or not they had made multiple moves between ceseses and urban 

areas. %th the a d a b l e  data, there are two ways in which we mzy identik people who may 

be considered to have m-pted  in a circu1a.r pattern. Neither method is sure to identiQ 

those who have made circular migrations, but -y provide some indications that could be 

Eirther tested as bettet datiï become adable-  

Thete was a question about dud residence-in the APS questionnaire, that can be 

used to identib some people who have made multiple, cuculat moves. The question asked 

whether respondents had gone back and forth benneen two homes in nao different 

cornmunities in the past 12 months. This is a E x  kom sufficient method to identiff circu1a.r 

migrants. At besq any information gained from this question can only give us  some 

evidence of what may be one pattern of mobilitg, that which consists of people mnkuig 

S C V S ~  shürt-tem L I L Ü V ~ ~  bttween csixb&hed residerices In WU xms. Xuwever, -a we 

indicated above, circulation may involve short or long-duration stays. Identifying people 

who have dual residences and the locations O€ these residences only provides weak evidence 

of circulation. 

The other way in which we m q  gain some idea of the amount of circulation is to 

examine the m o u n t  of short-term migntion. The APS data include inEomation on the 

total number OF moves made within the Iast 12 months. I t  may Lie that the making of 

multiple moves between difkrent reseme and urbm areas bemeenJune 4, 1990 and June 4, 

1991 would give us some evidence of hypermobility- Using the APS mobility questions, it is 

possible to identiEy people who hxve made multiple moves in the past twelve months, a c h  

of which was €rom an on-reserve census subdivision to a CMA. While these people may not 

necessarily have made multiple moves between the same First Nations community and the 

same CMA, and this approach cledy only allows the identification of the smd1 number of 



people who have made multiple moves between comrnunities Li the past year, providing 

some support for the pmence of a Cucuiar migration pattern. 

4.4 Modeilhg the Determbmts of Retum Migration and Circulation 

As idicated, this smdy k an exercke in modelhg the individual-Ievel determinans 

of return and circular mobility. Logktic regcession models are used, as the? d o w  the use of 

dichotomous dependent Panables (Pedhazur, 1997). In this case, we are able to use the 

procedure to create models which predict various types of mobility berneen Census 

Metropoiitan Areas and Fit  Nations. Dependant variables modelled ïnciude Five-year 

CMA-to-Reserve Return MM!gration, Five-Year CMA-to-Reserve Migration, and 

Hypermo b&q. 

As is common in muItivarhte models of migration (Hou and Beauioc 1994 

Rosenbaum, 1988: 1991) the dependent variables used are dichotomous, and the models 

predict the LikeIihood O€ an individuai widi a gïven set of charxcteristics having made a 

pdcular  type of move The dependant are constmcted in order to compare those 

who have made a p;uticuIar type of move to those who have noc but who were at risk to 

do so. Because of the dichotomous nature of the dependent variïbles, logistic regression 

modeis are used, in order to avoid violation of the assumptions oEiïnenr regression. 

4.4.1 Logis tic Regtession 

In an analysis in which the dependent vm-able is dichotomous, important 

assurnptions of ord inq  le is t  squares cegression are violated. The violations of  these 

assume tions make the use of OLS regression inappropriate. The first is the iissump tion thu 

the erron are normdilly distributed, and have a conscuit variance. This is to szry, i t  is assumed 

that the ciifferences betareen the predicted and actud vdues of the dependent variable are 

not systematidly related to the dependent variable. The iissumption of normdity of the 

errors is important to the effifiaency of procedures using lest-squares estimators (Fox, 1997 

296; Hosmer and Lemeshow, 1989: 8). In the case of a dependent mVIVIable with only two 

possible outcornes, the errors cmnot be independent of the dependent variable. 



Another assumption O€ the g n i d  hear mode1 is that of a Iiiear relationship 

berneen the independent and dependent mrhbles. ui the case of a dichotomous dependent 

variable, the regcession equation effdvely predicts the pro bability of a pdcular outcomz 

or of the dependent die havlig a value of o n c  Kowever* if a tuiear reIationship k 

assumed, it would be possible for a &en set of coefiaints to cause a regression equation 

to predict a d u e  for the dependent variable that is greater than one, o r  less than zero. 

Because of the dichotomous nature of the dependent variable, these d u e s  are logically 

impossible. As weü, having a set of  d u e s  for the independent variables that perfecdp 

predicts an outcome, o r  n d u e  of one or zero for the dependent is also logicaUy 

impossible. The assumption of linearity is untenable when the dependent variable is 

dichotomous wosmer and Lemeshow, 1989: 7)- 

These pro blerns oui be avoided through the use O €a logis tic regcession mode], fitted 

by maximum-keelihood rather than through ordinary least squares. Logistic regcession 

predicts the natural logarithm of the odds of a particuIar outcome (Pedhmr, 1997: 718)- 

This log-odds füntion is referred to as the logil and is evpressed as: 

Where P is the probability of the dependent variable being equd to one (Fox, 1997: 444). 

This trans€omation oÇ the dependent variable assures that the predicted d u e  of the 

dependent variable wiïi not exceed zero or one, and that the error variance may be constant. 

In gened, the logistic regression mode1 c;ui be written in the form: 

In(R) = 1.2 

Where: 

a =Y-intercep t 

X= independent variable 



b= the regression coefficient for independent variable n 

c = die e m r  term 

The use of logistic regression thereby dows us to use the dependent variables to 

predict the likelihood of rnobility, and to determine the effect of each O€ the variables on 

the predicted probability of belonging to a catego y O€ 'emovers" or OC "non-rnovers" or  OF 

undertaking any partïcular type of mi-gration. 

Assllolptibns ofbp's tr '  Rcgiiessibn: 

The assumptions made by the logistic regression procedure are generally the sarne as 

those of more cornmon multiple iinear regcession. Here, we wiii briefly describe the 

approach taken to avoid serious violations of thae assump bons. 

a) L i n m i #  The regression of each independent variable (X) on the dependent vart*abIe (Y) 

iç assumed t~ be hear. The rehionship betareen the independent variables and the 

dependent variable is assumed to be dong a line (Pedhazur, 1997: 32). In this snidy, iF there 

is a theoretical reason to believe that an independent variable rnay not have a linear 

relationship with the dependent variable, i t  has been ~ansfonned such that the relationship 

is more linear, or recoded and entered in to the model as a categorid variable. The linearity 

of this relationship is judged by testing whether enterkg the variable in the model as a luiear 

term significantly irnproves the fit of the model, as rneasuced by the change in chi-square. 

As weii, the distribution of the cesiduais of each of the independent will be 

examined, as this rnap often give m indication ofnonIïn&tg (Pedhwr, 1997: 37). 

b) Mulicoolïieady: K t  is assumed that the independent variables in the cegression equation 

are uncorrelated. When variables are highly correlated, the standard error OF their p m e t e r  

e sha tes  is Liflated. As the standard error increases, the signifimce O€ the d a b l e  in the 

mode1 is Cdsely increased (Pedhmr, 1997: 295). In order to detect rnulticoiiinearity, the 

bivariate correlations between each O€ the continuous x-V;Lfiables were exiunined. This 

approach may uncover the most grievous collinemïty problems. However, it must be 



rernembered that an examination of bivariate reiationships cannot infom us about the 

possibility of multivanate collliearity problems, which may be undetected by k t -order  

cordations (Ekdhazur, 1997: 309)- 

c) RRn'hd Dirl>ib&lroa a s s ~ i i o ~ ~  Regression models assume that the error terms, or 

residuals, are unrelated to the dependant variable, and are n o d y  distributed. The 

assumption ofbeftt~îceciarria'~ is most eady dehed as non-constant error o r  that 

the residuals are independent oE die value of the dependent variable. N o n - n o d  errors 

may make estimates unstable, apecially wïth s m d l  samples @iimïiton, 1992 51). In order to 

detect heteroscedastiaty, and non-nord  residual distributions, plots O Ç the standardized 

and studentized residuals are examineci, as recomrnended by Pedhmr (1992 59). 

Correcthg residual distribution problems can be ciifficul2 beause these problems 

may indicate several =es OF deficiencies in the model. Some heteroscedasticity problems 

can be corrected through transComiaaon O€ continuous independent variables, or their 

catego rization into nominal-level variables. As weU, a non-normal residual distribution may 

indicate that there are important independent variables or interaction terms not included in 

the model, and the model has thus been mis-specified. Where these problems have been 

encountered, we have transformed the variables and removed or added interaction terrns in 

order to correct the problem. As each ofthe models has been constructed Lidependently of 

the others, the h a i  models contain slighdy different t o m  of the independent variables, in 

order that each of h e m  has the best fit possible. 

Assesshg the Fir of tbe Models 

Seved measures that are provided by the SPSS v. 9.0 output ~trn be used to 

measure die fit of the modeis. The likelihood, presented as -2 times the log of the 

likeiihood, is a measure of how 'Wely" the sample values of the dependent variables are, 

given the calculated parameters of the independent variables. A perfect model fit is 

indicated by a -2 log Wrelihood of zero, so the lower the d u e  of this figure the bener the 

model fit (Pedhazur, 1997: 47). 



In a hear regression model, Rz is interpreted as the amount OC the varÿuice in the 

dependent variable that L explained by the independent pariables. A similar masure is 

available for logistic models, although the amount of 'Cvariation" must be considered 

somewhat differently (Pedhazur. 1997: 48). The Cox and Snell R' for a logistic model, 

provided in the SPSS v- 9.0 output iç: 

where L(0) W the likelihood for a model that contains only the consmg and L(B) is the 

likeiihood for the model which contains d of the independent vxïabIes, and N is the 

sample size. (Pedhazur, 1997: 48). Unlie the R' in a linear regression model, this value 

cannot be equal to one. A variation on R' has been proposed by Nagelkerke (1991, in 

Pedhazur, 1997: 48), which dows the value to be achieved. The Nageikerke Rz is also 

provided by SPSS, and can be more acmrately interpreted as the proportion of the 

ccvafiation" in the dependent variable that is explained by the variables in the mode1 (ibid.: 

48). 

4.5 Mode1 Spedcation 

As a result oE the previously reviewed iïtemture, we have selected a set of variables 

that could be important in predicting the likelihood that an individuai had moved. These 

independent include demopphic variables, socioeconomic sixtus variables, some 

community chamctecktics, ethnic afhi ty variables, and a number of control vaciables, 

These variables were used to construct three models. The fint predicts return migration to a 

First Nations comrnunity mong those who had made a p r i m q  mipt ion  to a Census 

Metropolitan Area. The second pcedicts five-ymr migration to a reseme community by 

people who were living in a CMA in 1986. The third model predicts hyperrnobiIity, which is 

d e h e d  as an urban or reserve resident having made multiple moves between within the 

last y-, or maintaining two residences in two diEFerent communities. 



Depeaduir Vm';rble 1: Rettun mobilrCkystatus 

The kt model consaucted is an attempt to predict the probability of someone 

who lived in a reseme community in 1986 and who lived in a CMA at some later poing 

h a h g  retumed to the sarne teseme community by census &y, 1991. The dependant 

variable in thk model compares Five-Year CMA-to-Reseme Return Mrngrants to Five-Year 

Reseme-to-CMA prhmy The population at risk for makhg a retum move to a 

reserve koom a CMA is the population that has at some point mide a prirnary move to a 

CMA from a ceserve. The APS and Census mobüity questions allow us to accurately identie 

some peopIe who had moved to the city and who had Iater moved back to the sarne ceserve 

community. Unforninately, this precision cornes at a cost While we may say with 

confidence that those whom we have identified as renirn m*gr;irits did indeed move to the 

city and return, we cannot identi$ dl of those who have made the move. The resuk is a 

sufficient, but srnaii sample size. 

Dependent Vitable 2: PrUnary Cm-teReseme Mobilr'iy Status 

The second model constructed is a cornparison of those who moved from a CMA 

to a reserve durlig the 1986 to 1991 period, to those who lived in CMAs without ha* 

moved. Whiie one cannot be sure that these CU-to-Reseme Migrants are in fact retum 

moven, this model will help to determine if those people who moved from CM& to 

cesemes are significantiy different fkom those who did not move, in terms of the 

independent vaciables. It also provides a larger sample sue thm does the &t model, 

aiiowing for a b e r  categorintion oFsome of the m e g o n d  independent varÏables, and for 

the inclusion of interactions that would have resulted in s m d  ceU counts in the &t model. 

In this model, the dichotomous dependant variable compares those who moved from a 

CMA to a reserve between 1986 and 1991 to those who Lved in the CMA in 1991- 

Dependent Vkiàbfe 3: HpeirmobiEty or Dual Residtmce 

An important concern of? this study is cirnilar migmtion. Unfortunately, beause of 

the limits of the APS mo bility vm-abIes, it is impossible to identify people who have made 



severai moves berneen wban areas and Fit Nations- As described above, we are able to 

identifj~ people who lived in a meme oc C M  in 1991 who have made multiple moves 

betraeen cornmunities within the previous twelve months, and those who have two homes 

in two diffmnt communities. Both OC these gmups OC people could be considered to be 

hypennobile, and could be circular movers. Beuuse there are not many people on each of 

these categories of people, they have been combined, in order that they rnay be compared 

to people who had moved only once between the two areas in the p s t  y m -  

Deimopphr'c and F d y  Status Vadtab.!es 

The demographic variables used in this mdysis Ïnclude gender, age, census b i i y  

SWS, and the presence o f  children in the home. Bèoiuse there are theoretical rasons that 

age may not have a linear relationship to the Wrelihood of migration, such as the possibility 

of an increased propensitg to migrate on retiremen5 age was recoded into a series of 

categories. In the r e m  migration mode1 because of the srnalier smple size, age was more 

coarsely categorized than in the C U - t o  resetve, or hypermobility models. 

The Census Family Status variable was used as an indicator of marital and E d y  

stahis. A census tàmily refers to a m k e d  couple, a couple living cornmon-law, or a lone 

parent of any maritai sws wïfh at least one never-married son or daughter k g  in the 

household (Statistics Canada, 1992: 119) People not Iïving in census Cimilies include people 

who live alone, or people who live with people to whom they are not dosely related- 

O n e  important component of f d y  sntus that may affect rniption is the presence 

of chïidren in the home. This information is avdable in the APS danbase, however, the 

number of children living in the household is only a d a b l e  Cor momen. This prevented us 

from including the potentiay interesting interaction of gender and presence of children in 

the home in the models. However, the presence of children was entered as a main effect, so 

that ia effect on mobility could be seen with the other h a b l e s  held constant. 

Soabeconomic Status Vanables 



The vanables used to indïcate socioeconornic status included indicators of labour 

force activity, income, and education, The measure of labour force activity was the number 

of weeks worked in 1990, This -able was a d a b l e  on the database as an intemd-level 

variable. However, the distribution o f  the number of weeks worked was senously skewed, 

and the= aras a large number of respondents who did not work in 1991. As weU, the small 

number who reporteci a negative income were recoded as having no income, so as to avoid 

hawig them deleted as rnissing cases. In the hyperrnobility and CMA-to-reserve migration 

models, this variable was entered as a series of categorid dumrny -bIes. In the return 

migration model, there was no significmt improvement in the chi-square of the model 

achieved by categorizing this variable, and it was entered as a lin- tem. 

The higtiest Ievel of schooltig variable is a census variable that 'kefers to the highest 

grade or year of elementacy oc secondq school attended, or the highest year of university 

or other non-university completed" (Statistics Canada, 1992: 105). The levels of education 

were recoded into coarser categories so that the ceUs would have enough cases for the 

anaiysis. As with the age variable, the education variable entered in the return mode1 is more 

coarsely categorized than the variable entered in the other two models. 

There are several measures of individual and family incorne in the APS database. 

The one that seemed to fit our purposes best was the indicator of the t o d  individual 

income eamed in 1991. This measure of income indudes wages and saiaries, professional 

fees, various types ofgovemment payrnena including unemployrnent insurance, invesment 

income, and other money Licorne (Smtistics Canada, 1992: 48-9). There were a large number 

of people in the totai sarnple who reported no income, however, and the distribution of this 

continuous variable was decidedly n o n - n o d .  The fit of the models was improved by 

recoding tocil individuai income into a series of categories. 

EMcAI4Uu'ty Viable 

As a pmxy for the level to which a respondent identifies with the Aboriginal 

comrnunity, or hels an anichment to the community of origin, a indicating 

retention OF an Aboriginal lmguage uns included in the models. This is a ve y rough 

indicator of ethnic affinity, or of cornrnunity i n t e w o n ,  however, this dimension is 



important to indude in the models, The variable included is dichotomous, indicating 

whether oc not a respondent has some ability to speak an Aboriginal language. 

C o ~ u l l l c ï - ~  V'ikbIes 

There were two community-leveI d l e s  included in the models, where possible- 

These ticlude the population O€ the cornmunity o f  raidencc and the geopphic zone in 

which the community is located. 

The 1991 popukaons of the cornmunitks in which the respondent lived in 1986 

and in 1991 are included. The population of the 1986 cornmunity of residence was induded 

in the retum mob&ty model. Because dl of the cases incIuded in thk model were people 

who had lived in a reseme community in 1986, this is the population of that cornrnunity. I t  

is also the population of the community to which return migrants eventudy moved. 

In the CMA-to-ceserve migration mode1 a m a u r e  of community size couId not be - 

included. The size O€  the comrnunity oFresidence in 1986 would be meaningless, because dl 

of the cases in the sample were people who had lived in a Census Metropolitm Area in 

1986. As weU, uicluding the population of the community O€ residence in 1991 causes 

problems wïth model specification, because di of those who had not moved, and who had 

rernained in a CM& wouId have vey high values for this vafiable, while di of those who 

had moved to reserve communities would have faLly Iow dues. 

The geographic zone of  the reserve community of residence in 1986 was included in 

the retum migration model as a rough proxy of distance between the reseme community 

and the citp. As weU, the zone of residence in 1991 was included in the hypermobiiity 

model. These variables in the APS dataset indicate whether a cornmunity wm in the "Far 

North", "Mid-North", or ccSouth". In the Prairie provinces, the southem region was 

essentidy d e h e d  as the bottom half of the provinces, whiIe the upper portion, extending 

to the Northwest Territories, was in the Md-North. (CIatwordiy, 1996: 4). In Manitoba, the 

iine separating South €rom Mid-North was at approxlnatdy 53 degrees North latitude, or 

just south of Grand Rapids, near the top of Lake Winnipeg. AU of the CMAs in the h a l  

smple were in the "South", as were some of the reserve communities. The rest O€  the 

reserve comrnunities were in the "Mid-North". 



C o n d  V26ibIes: 

There are severai variables that were uicluded in the models as control variables- A 

variable indicatïng that an individuai had been registered under the Indian Act as a result O€ 

the 1985 Amendment to the Act was induded. As wd,  because the three provinces couid 

have diEerent economic conditions, the province of residence in 1991 was entered as a 

series of  durnmy variables. As well, a variable indicating tiiii- or  part-thne school attendance 

was inchded as a control variable- 

4.6 Reasons fos Migration 

As shown in Figure 4.1, and Appendut B, the APS questionnaire included questions 

about the respondents' rasons €or r n h g  a particular move These questions were open- 

ended, and the anmers were then re-coded into o number OF simple categories, and i t  is in 

this form that these data appear on the APS database, Iddly, one would like to be able to 

examlie the reported reasons for mobility of those who returned to reserve communities, 

and those who made clcular moves. However, the reasons for mobility are atached to the 

APS mobility questions, and not to the census mobility questions. We cannot therefore 

investiete the reported reasons For moving by either Fizxyyem W - l o  Rc.rm8 Retm Ujpmf~ 

or Ew-Yem Q M A - t o - h e m  M&mn~r. As snted above, we are dso not abIe to cleariy identi@ 

those who have made circular moves. 

In order to incorporate these data into the snidy, we have e~amïned the reasons for 

moving of those Prai& residents who reported that they had iived in their current residence 

For them past twelve months, and whose 1st move was kom a ChLA to a reserve, or fiom a 

reserve to a CMA. The mtegorized rasons For mobility were cross-mbuhted by the 

sociodemographic variables gender, age, and family sntus. 

LLniting the andysis of the reasons for mobility to those people who have not 

changed residences in the p x t  year is related to the structure of the APS mo bility questions. 

It would be preferable to examine the reasons for rnovïng of those who had moved in the 

pwt y-, because the other characteristics of the migrants, such as their socioeconoMc 



status, would be less WEely to have changd since the move However, there weie not 

enough people in the sample who made these moves in the past y-, and the resulthg 

s m d  cell counts made any type of meantighl walysk impossible. As a compromise, we 

have identified those who have made the types of moves in which we are intecested some 

tirne before the previous yeac While we have no idea when they made this 1st move, thk 

approach yielded counts OC suffisent size for analysis. This andysis was limited to 

crosstabulations by age and by gendet, as weU as by family stahis. It is recognized that family 

status may weii have changed suice, o r  as a tesult of; the iast move- 

AIdiough tht approach dowed us a sample size sufficient for an maiysk, i t  was still 

necessary to recode the already corne oitegories o f  rasons for mobility, into even broader 

categories. The categories that are adab le  in the APS data are quite vague, and are given in 

Appendix C. While they are not able to approach the cichness of the qualitative data 

gathered €or this study, these data do d o w  some quantitative andysis o f  the reasons given 

for 

4.7 Sample Sue 

The APS dataset contains a weighting mrïable that dows estimates to be generated 

for the Canadian Abonginal population. However, using tht weighting variable in the 

regession models would inflate the sample sue, and would probably result in most of the 

variables being fdsely significant To prevent this, but to keep the effects of the weighting 

variables, we have created a new, scaled weight by dividing the weight b y the to td  sample 

size This dows weights to be used without inflating the sample size. 

The initiai APS sample included 81,570 cises, which are weighted to represent a 

population OF 630,760. A totd of 47,846 cases were people who reported that the? were 

registered under the Indian Act, and that they identified themselves as North Amencan 

Indians. Of these people, 20,129 lived in Saskztchewm, Manitoba, or Alberta. M e r  

removing people who were under 20 ye;irs of age in 1991 and those who were children in a 

census family, there were 14, 667 remaining uses. Using the APS weighing variable, these 

cases represent 68,086 people It  is €rom this find sub-smple that the m e s  used in the 

analysis were &m. 



Figure 4-1 : Strudure of the APS mobiiii questions 

1 E 1, "Have you I M  in aiL residmca al1 your life?" 1 
I 

I ~ n d  of section I I 1 "Have you iiied in this residence fbr the past 12 months?" 1 
I 

Mobility QueWons E 2 
Whsre did you move fmmT 

'When did you move?" 

Mobility Quetstions Et 3. 
Where did you move ftom?" 

W h e n  did you rnove?" 

I 
I " ~ i d  you make any other moves in the Iast 12 months?" 1 

1 
1 I 

1 End of section 1 
I 

Mobility Questions E 4- 
'Where did you move from?" 

'When did you move?" 
'Why did you move?" . 

1"Did you make any other moves in the last 12 months?" I 

'Where did you move from?" 
'When did you move?" 

I 

F0id you make any other moves in the last 12 monthsr 1 
I N 0  

I Yes 

End of section + 1 "How many other rnoves did you make in the last 12 months?" 1 
I 



Figure 4.2: Identification of pnmary and retum migrants 
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5.1 Introduction 

This chapm wiil review the resuits OC the iogistic regression modek prdcting 

movernent to resmes fiom CMAs and hypemobiiiy between the trno a r e s  Bivariate 

crosstabulations of the reasons for mobility given by various types of  movers d be ais0 

presented. In generai, the results provided litde evidence that those who returned to Fmt 

Nation communities after moWig to the üy were different fiom those who did not return, 

in ternis demographic or  socioeconomic characteristics Those who were hypermobile dîd 

a p p m  to be different kom other movers, however, As weil, there was evidence that those 

who rnove to ceseme communities tend to be  motivated by Ç d y ,  mther dian economic, 

factors. - 

5.2 Logistic Regression Models 

The thtee modeIs tes ted predicted five-year Cm-to-reserve return migration, five- 

year CMA-to resecve rniption, and hypermobility, A description of the smples used to 

test these models is found in Table 5.1, 

Modd b Fiireyear C m  to Reserve Retum 1MIgration 

The first mode1 tested was one in which the dependent variable was the log OC the 

odds of someone who had moved to a CMA kom a ceserve between 1986 and 1991, having 

returned to that sarne teserve by June 4,1991. This mode1 most direcdy addressed the issue 

of return migration, as we were able to be fiilp confident chat those identified as renirn 

migrants r d y  had made a retum more. However, as mentioned previously, this precision 

leaves a Çiirly srnail sampIe size. The sample for the first mode1 included 280 individuds who 

moved fiom a reserve to a CMA berneen 1986 and 1991, of which 210 returned to the 

sarne reserve, and were living Li that ceserve community in 1991. The remaining 70 ases 

were people who had not lefi the CMA in 1991. Weighted to reflect the L U  population, 

there were 625 retum movers out of 1310 people who moved fiom a ceserve to a CMA 

between 1986 and 1991. 



Signiflcant Viariabtes= 

The most notable observation was the insignificance of alI socioeconomic s t a t u  

indicators. NUther income, education, nor labour Force a&ty were significant predictors 

of return migration. As shown in Table 5.2, interactions betareen the SES m-ables and 

gender also were not sipifiant at the a= .O5 level. The which did have an effect 

on the keiihood O€ havuig retumed to a reseme were Aboriginal Ianguage retention, 

geographic zone OF residuice, and the interaction oE age catego y and gnder. As wd ,  the 

control variables Indlcating the province of residence and school attendance were 

signifiant. 

Table 5 3  shows e f h  of the signifiant independent variables on the predicted 

probabilities of an individual havïng mide a retum migration. Because of  the smd sample 

size, the f d y  large number of independent variables, md the choice of reference 

categories, some o f  the predicted probabilities were quite high, and even approaching one. 

This does not mean that an Lidividuai with these partïcular combinations of  the 

independent would have a nearly one hundred percent chance o f  moving. The low 

value of R2 in the model indicates that the model was only able to "hplain" a smaü 

proportion of the variation in the dependent variable, and that there were certaïnly 

important factors missing kom the model. 

The interaction between age group and gender suggests that there may be different 

forces dfecting the return migration of men and women. Figure 5.1 shows t h a ~  arnong 

people in theu menties, males are more Wiely to have cetumed to the reseme community o f  

origli. The probability of a man in the 20 to 29 age group having retumed was about 94%. 

with the effects of the other independent variables eduated at the modd categories. The 

probability OF women in this age group having returned was about 74'h. The probability of 

women having retumed incrmed with age. In the 45 o r  older age group, a womm who was 

a member of the modal categories on the other independent vaciables had probabilitg O€ 

having retumed that was more than 20% higher than that of a woman in her menties. For 

men, though, the probability of having retumed was highest in the youngest age group. 



Abonginal l a n w  retention appears to have the effect of inaeasing one's 

likelifiood of having retumed. People who repocted that they spoke an Aboriginal lan- 

were about 15% more likely to have returned than were those who did not s p d  an 

Aboriginal language. 

As shown in Table 53, residents of Alberta were significindy Iess Likely to have 

returned to the reserve in which they had iived in 1986. The pmbabilities O€ ceturn for 

people in Saskatchewan and Manitoba, however, were quite similar, with people in 

Manitoba being somcarhat more iikelp. 

The o v e d  expIanato y power of the model was &1y go04 with a Nagekerke R* 

OÇ S07, and a Cox and Snell R' of 380. However, there were some problems Mth the 

distribution of the residuals. A plot of the studentized cesiduais (Pedhanir, 1997: 44) 

revealed &at the errors were not notmdy distributed. Recoding of the conhnuous age, 

income, and labour force activity &ables did not seem to help this simation, nor did 

changùig the ways in which the resultïng ordinal variables were categorized. M e r  adding 

and removing variables and interaction ternis, it was Found that the greatest irnprovement in 

the distribution of the residuals w;is gwied with the addition O€ the edudonal  attxinment 

by gender interaction, so rhis interaction was included in the h d  model. 

Modd 2: CW-to-Reseme M&mtion 

The second regcession model predich the log of the odds that ;in individud who 

had lived in a Census Metropolieui Area in 1986 had moved to a reserve comrnunity by 

1991. The sample used for this model was Iyger, and this ailowed the age and education 

variables to be more finely categorized t h a n  in the first model. The smple included 1,240 

cases, of which approxirnately 900 remained in the CMA in 1991. Using the APS smpie 

weights, these cases reflect a total of 15,500 people who iived in a CMA in 1986, and who 

either lived in the same CMA in 1991, or  who had moved to a reserve community by the 

bine the APS data were collected. There were 1,375 people who lived in a reseme 

community by lune 4,1991. Those who b e p  this period in a CMA and who were living m 

a non-reserve, non-CMA location, or mother CMA by 1991 were evcluded from this 

subsmple. 



There were more significant independent variables in the second model than in the 

&t modei, as shown in Table 5.4. Famiiy status, highat Ievel ofschooling total income in 

1991, and Aboriginal language retention had signifiant effects on the likelihood O€ haWig 

rnigcated to a reserve fiom a CMA The control variables indiahg Bill C-31 cegistrant 

s t a u  and province of residence were also signincmt. As wd, the interaction of highest 

level of schooiing and gender was signifiant. 

As shown in Table 55, the effect OC census tamily status on the pmbability of 

having moved f o m  a CMA to a reseme takes the form O€ a increased iikeiihood of having 

moved €or people who were married or Living common-law. Both lone-parents and people 

who did not live in census F;uniles had a probability of h a . g  rnoved of about 15%, when 

the e ffects O€ the O ther independent variables were held cons tant. People who reported that 

they were -ed in 1991 had a probability O€ h a . g  moved that w;is close to 30%. 

Totai individual income in 1990 had a significant, but obviously nonlinear effect on 

the likelhood of having moved In generd, people in the lowest income oitegories were the 

most likely to have moved fiom a C1M to a reserve. Those most likely to have moved h d  

some income, but less than $10,000 in 1990, with a probability of about 30Y0. The least 

iikely to have moved were those with incornes above $20,000 in 1990. 

Those who spoke an Aborigind language were more iikely to have moved to a 

reserve, as they had been in the fvst model. Ail other independent variables held constan& 

people who reported that they spoke an Aborigind language in 1991 were had a probability 

of having rnoved to a ceseme of about 30%, while those who did not speak an Aboriginal 

language had a probability of having moved of about 18%. 

The interaction between the highest level of schooiing atnined and gender identified 

some i n t e r e s ~ g  differences between men and women in the relationship between 

education and mobility to resecves. Among the lmt educated, the difference in mobility 

between men and women was very littie, as shown in Figure 5.2. However, men with 

intemediate levels of education, berneen grade 11 and having some mde or  vocational 

training, wece much more likely to have moved to a reserve comrnunity tkui were their 

fernale counterpam. Men whose highest level of education was betareen grade 10 and grnde 

13 had id probability of having moved of about 30°h, when the effects OF other variables 



were held constant. Women who were similar to thae men on the independent variables. 

had a probability O€ having moved of only about 9%. The group most Wely to have moved 

was that including men who had a secondarp school certifiate or some trade or  vocationai 

training- These men had a probability of  mowig of about 40%? while womm with similnt 

educational attaînment were slighdy more than halFas Iikely to have moved. 

On the whole, people in the highest eduution =tep y were the Ieast likely to have 

moved kom a CMA to a reserve. This category Licluded those who had a certifiate or 

diplorna fiom a d e s  or vocational school, couege, oc who had some universitg education. 

In this group, women had a probabilîty of having moved that was about 50% higher than 

that O € similady-educated men. 

The control -able Lidicating the provtice of residence was signifiant in this 

model, as it was in the five-pr return migration model. However, while Albertans were 

agaLi l e s  Likely to have moved than were residenh of the other cwo provinces, in this 

model, people in Saskztchewan were much more Wrely to have moved to a ceseme than 

were Manito bms. 

While it induded more significant predictors of migration, the fit of the second 

mode1 was considerably poorer than the first. The Nageikerke R~ O€ the 5-Year CMA-to- 

Reserve model indicates that the model was only able to explain about 19% O€ the varÏation 

in the dependent variable. As we& the distribution of the residuals was considerably less 

normal than the h t  model, and was resistmt to correction. This poorer rnodel fit was 

partially due to a handful of mes  which were multivm-ate outliers, and which affected 

model fit considerably. However, these cases were not found to be extreme on any 

p;lrticular variable. In the absence o f a  mtionde €or the exclusion of these cases, they were 

retained in the model. 

The second mode1 dso may have been poorer thm the first bemuse of the way in 

which the mode1 was specified. Whereas one could be quite confident that the migrants in 

the k t  model wece in hct renirn migrants, five-year CMA-to-reserve migants include a 

Mde varietg of people, including rehim migrants, who perhaps were more diverse in their 

reasons for movhg thm were those in the f i t  model. Ali of the return and non-retum 

migrants in the &t model were people who lived on a reserve in 1986, and who had moved 



to a CMA. Five-year CMA-to-reseme migrants include people who have retumed to diur 

home communities, as weii as those who moved there €or the h t  tirne. As weU, those who 

rernaincd in CMAs include those who had once moved to the city, as weil as  those who had 

been bom there. Because of the way in which this dependent variable subsumes a number 

of different =es of moves, it rnight be expeaed that the model fit wodd be weaker. As 

weU, the fit of  both of the models probably suffered because of the absence of  important 

variables. In particular, it may be that including a good masure of the distance bemeen 

origin and destination would help the &Gty of the model to predict mobility betarren 

CMAs and Fit Nations- 

M0dd 3: H ~ 0 b z l p  

The thud model in this analysis predicted the likelihood of someone who had 

moved bermeen communities in the past y-, havlig made m o  or more moves, or  having 

homes in two diffirent communities. The sample included about 450 hypermobile migrants, 

and about 325 people who had made one move berneen communities, but were not 

hyperrnobiie. W~th the full APS weights applied, these mes represent 7060 people who had 

made at least one move between comrnunities in the past year, of which 4420 were 

hypermobiie, by the definition used in this model, and 2640 were non-hypemobile 

m i p t s .  Of the hypermobile migrants, 350 made two or more moves between 

comrnunities in the p s t  year, and 2290 mi-pa had two homes in two different 

communities- 

Table 5.6 summarkes the results of this modeI. The age of the respondent, the 

pcesence of children in the household. the number of weeks worked in 1990, and the 

retention of an Aboriginal language had significmt effects on the iikelihood O€ haWig been 

hypermobile in the past y-. The intemction of the highest level of schooling and gender 

was dso significant n t  a= -05. 

WhiIe gender did not have a significant effect on hypermobility, the interaction of 

gender and eduation yields some interesting results. As Figure 5.3 shows. in dl ategories of 

education, men were more likely to have made two or  moves, or to have two homes in two 



different communities. The diKetences berneen men and women were the greatest in the 

lowest catego y OC education. Men with less dian grade 10, and who were in the modal 

categories on di other variables, had a pcobability O€ having been hypermobile of about 

58%, compared to about 28% for women in the same categories. 

Those most Wrdy to have been hypermobiie were those with the higtiest education. 

As with lower levek of education, men who had mdes or coUege certificates, or  some 

universitg had a higher probability o € h a . g  been hypermobile thm did women with similx 

levels of e d u d o n .  Intecestinglp, the group whkh was the 1-t likely to have moved was 

the second-highest educationd ategory, including those people who had a secondatp 

school pduat ion  cemfiate, o r  some post-secondarp eduation but without n diplorna or  

degree. 

The other socioeconomic status &able that was of some use in predicting whether 

an individual had been hypemobile in the p s t  yenrwas the number ofweeks that they had 

worked in that year. Migrants who repocted that they had not worked in that year, or 

rehsed to answer, were the least Iikely to have made multiple rnoves. This gcoup had a 

probability of  having been hypermobile of about 28%. By far the most likely to have made 

multiple moves were those who worked 40 o r  more weeks in 1990. niese mi*gmnts had a 

probability of  hypermobilitg of about 78%. Those who worked between one week and 26 

weeks, and those who worked 26 to 40 weeks had iittle ciifference in their probabilities of  

hypermobility, as shown in Table 5.7. It is important to remember that these effects of  

labour force are independent of effects of income or OF e d u d o n ,  as the model controls 

for the other factors. 

There seerns to be a fairly direct relationship between the age of a cespondent and 

his or her likelihood of having been hypermobile in the past y-. A very rough 

categorization oFage was included in this model, because of  the small sample size and the 

s m d  number of  people at older -S. The s m d  sample sue  was mosdy due to the fâct that 

all of those in the sample used in this model had moved berneen communities in the past 

12 months- Nonetheless, the age van-able as it was entered in the mode1 hnd n signifiant 

effect, and indicates an incrming probability of hypermobility with age. Those lmt likely to 

have been hypemobile were those in their twenties, with a probability of about 28%, 



holding the other f h o r s  in die mode1 constant. Those in the 45 and older nge catego y had 

a probability of h a k g  been hyperrnobiie of about 55% and the intexmediate age group O€ 

30 to 45 were about 42Y0 likely to have made multiple moves- 

Although census fàmiiy status was insignificant, having children in the home 

increased an individuai's Wreiihood of havïng been hypemiobile, h m  n probability O€ 0.16 

for those with no children to 0.28 for those who lived with chiidren. 

As with the other models, the control variable ïndicating school attendance was 

significant- However, where it reduced rehtrn migration and mobility to resemes, it had the 

opposite effect on the likelihood of beuig hyperrnobile- 

5.3 Rasons for migration 

CMA-ro-Reseme M5&mts 

There were significant ciifferences found between men and momen in their reasons 

for mobility, as shown in Table 5.8. Of people whose 1 s t  move was From a Census 

Metropolitm A r a  to a reserve comrnunity, fhndy reasons were the most commonIy 

reported. This ws tme €or bodi mdes and femdes, dthough a larger percentage of women 

than men cited hmdy reasons for moving to a reserve comrnunity. While 27% of men who 

moved fiom cities to Fit Nations moved €or tamily reasons, almost as manp moved For 

schooling or employment rasons. Schooling o r  employment reasons were ais0 the second 

most cornrnon reason For movement to resetves by women, dthough only 1 S.Q0/0 indiuted 

these reasons for having moved, whiie 48Oh ofwomen had moved for € d y  reasons. 

Table 5.9 is a crossnbulation of reasons for migration by age group. Among those 

who had moved to reseme comrnunities from ChLAs, younger peopie most commonly cited 

M y  or schooling or employment reasons. h o n g  people who were in their menties at 

the tirne of the survey, more than h d f  reported that they had moved to the reserve for 

Çamily reasons. This was tme dso of about 40°h of those in the 30 to 45 year age group. 

Among the oldest group, those over 45 y m ,  the most common rason for moving to 

resems were "prefierence, affordability, or need" reasons, which were given by about 26% 

of the members of diat age group. F~mily reasons were less common for this group than 



the younger age groups, and "comrnunity or  location reasons" were much more common 

arnong people above 45 than those in the younger age groups. 

Table 5.10 shows a crosstabulation of ceasons €or migration by 1991 census Eunily 

stanis. Arnong those who were rna.mïed or living in common-Iaw unions in 1991, and those 

who were Ione parents, W y  reasons were rhe most common reasons for m-gration. 

Perhaps not surptisingIy, this was not the case arnong people who were in another Form of 

census k d y ,  or  those who were not living in a census M y -  Among these people in the 

"other'" làmily status category, community and location reasons and schooling or 

empIoymen t were dso quite common answers to this question. 

Reseiri;re-to-C1MA M!&mnts 

Among people whose last move, made more than a year pnor to the survey, was 

Eiom a reseme cornmunitg to a CMA, the reasons given For moving were quite different 

thm those who had moved in the other direction. As shown in Table 5.11, h o s t  60% oE 

males and a simiiar percennge of Çemales repocted that they had moved to the city for 

reasons of employment or schooiing. For both genders, cornmunitg or location reasons 

were the second most common reasons. As in the case of people whose 1 s t  move was 

kom a CMA to a reseme community, women were more Wrely to have given fdy- reh ted  

reasons for this move. However, tamily reasons were a much less cornrnon response in the 

case of people moving fiom resemes to CM&, than For those moving to resetveç. 

Among most people whose Iast move was to a C U  fiom a ceserve, employment 

and education reasons were importantt This was especidy txue for those above 45,78% of 

whom indicated that they had moved to the CMA for schooling or employment, either for 

themeIves or for someone else. Table 5.12 dso shows that fmily reasons for moving to 

the city were most common among those in the youngest age group. This was also m e  for 

those whose 1 s t  move was ftom the city to a reserve community, indicating that h i l y  

reasons for migration are commonly given b y Young adults moving in either direction. 

5.4 Summary of results: 

When b w i n g  conclusions frorn this quantitative dan, we must keep in mind the 



limitations O€ the data, and the tact that the personai chatacteristics of the individual 

respondents were measured &er a .  moves would have taken place, As weil, the 

distribution of the residuais in the models suggests that any conclusions should be made 

autiously. Nonethelas, the cesula of the quantitative analysis have implications for our 

research questions. 

m e  Amount o f ~ ü o n  to Reseirires 

There was a large amount of migration to reserpes among those who had moved to 

cities. O€ those who had moved fiom a reserrre community to a C w  aknost haif had 

returned to the same ceserve community within five years. This large amount O€ cetum 

migration fürther underlines its importance as a distinct phenornenon. As well 

approxhately nine percent o€Status people who lived in prairie CMAs in 1986 iived in a 

reserve cornrnunity in 1991. While this seerns to be a large m u n t  of migration, it is 

consistent wïth reseme cornmunities havïng positive net m - p t i o  berneen 1986 and 1991 

(Clatworthy, 1996). 

R e m  Mi&tion and Human Capitd 

The models give us some limited amount of support for the human oipinl approach 

to retum migration, and for the vim that people who return to reserves do so because of a 

lack O €  employrnent or poor econornic success in the &y. None OF the socioeconomic 

siatus variables were signifiant in predicthg return migration. However, the eEects of 

incorne on mi-gration to reserves would seem to indiate that people who move to cesemes 

had lower incornes than those who remaïned in the city. It could be that some of these 

people have returned to their home communities due to an inability to find suitabte work in 

the city. However, we must keep in muid the Iow employment m e s  in reserve communities, 

and that many people who move to a First Nation will find thernselves in a poorer labour 

market than in the city. As weU, the mode1 controlled for the respondents' 1990 labour 

Force activity, so that the income difterentids are to some extent independent of their 

employment in 1990. 



The effects of education are even more ambiguous- AgaLi, education aras not 

signifiant in the r e m  modd Men and women with the highest levek of 

education were relatively unWrely to have moved to a reseme fiom a CMA This would 

support the idea that these people who presumably have the best chances at employrnent in 

the cïty are less likely to have moved to a reserve- However, those who had the greatest 

Iikeiihood of havuig moved to a reseme were men with secondary school or some post- 

secondary education, This is not what would be expeaed if those who move to First 

Nations are those who have the least hunmn capital, and who h d  economic difficulty in 

the City. 

It does appear, from the reasons given €or m-ption, that mmy people move to 

urban areas Erom FLst Nations For employrnent or  schooiing reaçons, and that many people 

who move Li the opposite direction do so for h d y  reasons. This tends to corroborate 

sorne of the other evidence on retum migration that suggests that people tend to make 

primay moves for economic reasons, but those who retum are ofien motivated by the pulis 

of &ends and farnily- 

Age and Retum Mïpation 

While age has ofien been found to be the only reliable predictor of mi-gration 

propensities, Li this case it is no t dear that younger people are more likely to have retumed 

or moved to a reserve- What was notable about the effects of the interaction between age 

and gender on return mipt ion was that young women were much less likely to have 

remrned than other categories. It may be chat there is ii Id of employment opportunicies 

for young women on resemes. It may dso be that some women who move to cities do so 

to be more independent of  h i l y  constnina, and thus are more unwilling to retum. 

However, thk is only an açsumption, and would require further reseuch. 

As weli, it seerns thar people in their twenties are more Iikely to have given h d y  

reasons as their motivation for rnoving either to n nt- or to a reserve. This may represent a 

number of diEÇerent motivations for moving. It might be because of people moving <O a 

location in order to be near to their h i l i e s ,  young parents moving to provide a better 

environment For their children, or people moving upon m-e. However, this does 



provide &dence that even if younger people are not significandy more Wrely to have 

rnoved to a reserve, they rnight tend to do so for different reasons- 

&du, F~ Starus, and Mijption 

Other than young women being less kely to have retumed to a reserve communitg, 

gender alone seerns to have litde effect on retum migration o r  mobility to resemes- Ln the 

CMA-to-reserve migration model, wornen were less kely to have moved to a reseive dian 

were men, arnong those wïth Iower levels of eduuûon. This might be because employrnent 

opporhinities on reserve are better for las-educated men, than the? are for women. 

Census M y  status did not have an effect on return mobility, but those who were 

m&ed were the most likely to have moved to a Fust Nation. It is t e m p ~ g  to conclude 

that these people may be moving in order to pmvide a better environment in which to raise 

their children. However, the presence of children indioitor was no t signifiant in any OF the 

models. It rnay be that some of those who made this move did so in order to get married, 

or to be with a cornmon-law partner, as their W y  status is reported &er the move. 

Women did seem to be more Wrely to have moved for F d y  reasons than were 

men, and this was partinilady evident for those moving to a reseme from a CMA. Again 

this rnight be due to employment on F i t  Nations communities being more a d a b l e  for 

men, Inding men to move, mther than to n difference in the reasons that women undertake 

migration. 

CommulzlUIZlkylbtegration and Retum &@paon 

There is some evidence about the efÇect OF cornmunity inteption on migration that 

we c m  giean fiom the quantitative resula. In the return and CMA-to-reseme models, those 

who spoke an Aboriginal language were more Wrely to have moved to reserve, than those 

who did not speak an Aboriginal language. Knowledge of a Aborigind lmguage was 

included in the models as is proxy for ethnic identification, and these hdings rnay indiate 

that those people who return may Çeel more strongly a part OF the Abot-igind community- 

Homever, lmguage retention is only a rough proxy For connection to the Aboriginal 

cornmunitg, and this interpretation must be made cautiously. It should be noted that Gerber 



(1984) found that communities ushg Abonginal tanpages in dieu day-to-day actÏvities 

tended to more mernbers living off-reserire than did communities that used Engiish or  

French, because use of official languages ticreased the cornmuni&' ability to secure 

funding €or development This does not contradict our current hding, as it is possible to 

fÏnd opposite effects at the Lidioiduai and the aggregate bels, and the level oE ceturn 

migration may in any case be somewhat independent of out-migration. 

~ a t ~ t i o n  and H!Jpamobiu'ty 

While we were not able to posiàvely iden* circular we did Lind evidence 

of a potenMy important arnount o f  hypermobility, or  the mnking of multiple moves 

between communities. Wéighted to reflect the population counts, there were 4,420 Prairie 

residents who reported haolig îwo homes in ~o different communities, or who moved 

two or more tïmes in the past year, out o€a totd Prairie population 0f68.086. This is nearly 

6.5% of the PrWie Registered Indian population above the age OF 20, according to the APS 

data, and over 90% ofour smple of hypennobiie m-grana. Three hundred and fi@ peopIe 

made two or more moves in the p s t  year, r ep resen~g  only Cive percent o f  the 

approximately 7060 people who moved berneen communities at least once in the past 12 

months. 

Those who were attendïng school were more likely to be hypermobile than those 

who were not students. W e  would generally have evpected that being enrolled in school 

would limit one's movement between communities. This h d i n g  rnight indicate a problem 

with the variables used to ïndicate hypermobility. It is difficult to know what someone mq 

mean when he or she says that they have two homes. A home may be a residence that one 

owns, or it may be a former residence or one in which &ly memben still live. Students 

rnight consider their h n d y ' s  home or theu community OF orïgin to be dieir permanent 

residence, while they are iiway at school. 

People who were hypermobile were significmdy different thm non-hypermobile 

migrants in ternis of socioeconomic statu.  They tended to be more active in the labour 

Force. People wïth some post-secondq education were the most likely to have been 

hypermobile. Hypermobile migrants also tended to be older. This may be beause OF the 



rektively 1- number of  hyperrnobile migrants who were dassified as such becaw they 

owned homes in trao comrnunities. These people rnay be O€ high socïoeconomic status 

simply because they e the people who can afford to have two homes. The speufication O€ 

the model was not able to identik those who made multiple moves over periods of  more 

than a year, and is largely describing those with two homes. Having dual residence is aiso an 

interesthg aspect of mobility, particulady beause it appears to b e  quite cornmon* Ir may 

be that some O€ these people comrnute becween trao communities. IF this is the case, dual 

residence rnay provide an innovative strategs for reconciling the benefits oÇ Lvirtg in rach 

comrnunity. However, the msub of this model make it clear that those in our sarnple of 

hyperrnobile migrants are generally those who are able to fiord dud residence, or students, 

rather than those who have made a series of moves between the two locations- 



Table 5,l: Percent who returned to reserve, percent who moved to reserve, and percent hypermobile, and 
corresponding sample sizes 

Modei 1: returned to nserve Mode/ 2: CMA ta reservo 

% Moved to R e m  T da1 lkmognphk Varirbks 
Gender 
Male 
Femak 
Aoe group 
20 to 24 
25 to 44 
45 +- 
Census Femily Status 
Manied oc comm-iaw 
Lone-parent 
All others* 
Presence of ~h//dren 
No chiîdren In home 
Children in home 
Highsst levd of schooling 
None to grad% 10 
Grade 11 to 13 
tligh schod certificate or some 
pst-secondary 
Trades cedirite, diplorna, 
or =me university 
Total lndividud lncome 
No lncoma 
$1 to 9,999 
$10,000 to 19,999 
$20,000 to 29,000 

+ 

~esetve Total 



Table 5.1 continued 

Number of wrsks worked In 1990 
1 to 26 weeks 
27 to 39 waeks 
4û or more nrssks 
Oid no4 worWnot atated 
Ethnlc aM&y varkbk 
AborlgInel Irnguega trtent/on 
Speaks an &higinal language 
Does not sQeak an Aboriginal langw 
Commultykvei varIrMer 
Zone ofreslthnce * 
Mid-North 
Soulh 
Populetlon In 1986 place of residence 
Under 500 people 
500 Io 1,500 people 
Over 1,500 pmpb 
Contiol VaMMes 
School aîiendance 
Attending school fullor part-time 
Noi attendhg s c h d  
G 3  1 registrant status 
Registered under C-31 
All other registmnts 
Provhce 
Manitoba 
Saskalchewan 
Albarta 

Tord srin* sho: 

Mode/ 7: retumed to teserve 
% Returned to 

Total 

35 
20 
45 
110 

30 
1 55 

35 
240 

175 
45 
55 

240 
30 

35 
240 

80 
1 25 
65 

285 

Mo&/ 2: CMA lo reservs 

% Moved to reserve 

Source: 1991 Aboriginal PcoQles Survey Data, 
Note: Tdals on each variabb may diet kause of rounding, 

Cwnte are umvdghîd, 



Table 5.2: Regressioii remît8 for Modd 1, praac(ng retum migrath to resefve 99 

Unst. Beta Standard Enor , .  swmkancs 

Age gmup 
20 to 29 
30 to 35 
45 and over 
Gender 
Fernale 
Male 
Census family staius 
Marïed or commonJaw 
Lone parent 
m e r s  ' 
Presence of children 
Children in the home 
No chiidren in the home 
Socioeconomk Sbau Variabkr 
Highest level of  schooling 
Uementary-secondary oniy 
Other non-university ordy 
Un~ersity with or wittiout degree 
1990 Individual Total lncome 
No lncome 
$1 to $9,999 
$1 0,000 to $1 9,999 
$20,000 to $29,999 
$30,000 + 
Number of w e k s  wotùed In 1990 
Ethnic affin- variable 
Abonginal language retention 
Spea ks an Aboriginal language 
Does not speak an Aboriginal language 
Community characteristic varïabks 
Population of resenre of residence 
Under 500 people 
500 to 1,500 people 
Over 1,500 people 
7 986 Zone of residence 
Mid-North CSD 
Southern CSD 
Control Variables 
School aitendance 
Not attending school 
Attending school 
Bill G31 registrant status 
Registered under C-31 
All other regisbants 
Province 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta 

4.7389 
-0.5288 

ref 

0.8348 
ref 

-0,141 9 
-1 -3053 

ce€ 

0.5888 
ref 

-0,738 
0.8191 

re f 

2.537 
0.5351 
-0.4696 
-0.3905 

0.006 

0.7448 
ref 

-0.4568 
-0.5532 

ref 

-0.9062 
ref 

0.895 
ref 

-0.8734 
ref 

0.7998 
0.758 

ref 



Table 52, corrtliued 

Interactbm 
Famïiy st-s 'genclbr 
Mamed or common4aw ' femak 
Lone parent ' famak 
AM others * femaie 
Age * gender 
20 to 29 * femak 
30 to 45 ' female 
45 or dder ' femak 
HÏghest level of schooling * genâbr 
Uementary-seçoridary only ' female 
0th- norwYrivClSifY ortly ' femaie 
Some uniwersity * female 
1990 total i n m e  'gendiw 
No incorne ' female 
$1 to $9,999 * ferniaie 
$1 0,000 to 19,999 ' female 
$20,000 to $29,999 ' female 
$30,000 or more female 
Constvrt 

-0.3446 
0.9m 

ref 

-2.1 337 
0.4074 
0,4998 
12043 

ref 
-1 3663 

Source: Calculated from 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Swvey Data- 

Notes: Cox and SneU R~ = -380 Naelkerke R' = -507. 
-2 Log Likelihood = 151 -609. 
N= 285. 

signifiant at a =.OS. 
" significant at a =.O1 - 
' Oîhen inûude people who do not üue in a cemus km@ 
DV: 1 = Wed in a reserve community in 1986, in a CMA at some point betwe 
1 986 and 1991, and hed in the same reserve comrnunity in 1 986. 
O = hed in a reseiue community in 1986 and in a CMA in 1991. 



W Male 
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Table 5-3: Significant variables and their effsds on probabiliües of having retumed to reserve 

Not attending school 
Attenâing school 

Prow-i3ce of msÈdrenC8 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta 

Lmluage - 
Speaks an Aboriginal Language 
Does not speak and Aboriginal language 

Idemeibn of age gbup and 
Male 20 to 29 
Female 20 to 29 
Male 30 to 45 
Female 30 to 45 
Male 4S+ 
Female 45+ 

Source: Calculated from 1991 Abonginal Peoples Survey data, 

Notes: Return migrants are those who Iived in a reserve community in 1986, lived in 
the same community in l99l. and who lived in a CMA at some intemediate point. 
Probabilities evatuated at: Male, 20 to 29, mamied or cornmon-law, 
children in home, elementary-secondary only, 26 weeks worlied in 1991, 
income $0 to 9,999, speaks Aboriginal language, less than 500 people in community, 
Southem CSD, not a Bill G31 registrant, Manitoba, 



Table 5.4: Reg-on resuits for Mode1 2. prediaing mobiiïty to reserve fmm CMA 

Standard 
Unst, Beta Error Significance 

A s  grow 
20 to 29 
30 to 40 
40 to 55 
55 and over 
Genûer 
Fernale 
Male 
Census famry M u s  
Mamkd or common-law 
Lone parent 
Others ' 
Presence of chimn 
Children in the home 
No children in the home 
Socioeconomic Statu8 Variables 
Highest level of schooling 
No schooling to grade 10 
Grade 11 to i 3  
Secondary school certificate or non-university 
Trades certificate, diplorna, or university 
1990 IndMdual Total I m m e  
No lncome 
$1 to $9,999 
$1 0,000 to $1 9,999 
$20,000 to $29,999 
$30,000 + 
Number o f  weeks worked f i  1990 
Ethnic affinity variable 
Abonginal Ianguage mtenthn 
Speaks an Aboriginal language 
Does not speak an Aboriginal language 
Control Variables 
School attendance 
Not attending school 
Attending school 
Bill G31 r e g i . n t  sta fus 
Registered under C-31 
AI1 other registrants 
Province 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Al berta 

0.1 991 
0.2268 
4.31 72 

ref 

-0.0082 
ref 

0.5094 
-0.8077 

ref 

0.31 96 
ref 

O, 1 922 
-0.4973 
0.2880 

ref 

-0.2798 
0.6780 
0.0259 
-0.2030 

r e f 
0.0030 

0.3354 
ref 

0.0324 
ref 

-0,751 t 

0.11 17 
0.6569 

ref 



Table 5-4. continued 

Interactions 
Family sfatus * ~enalrer 
Married or commoklaw * female 
Lone parent femaie 
Al1 others ' female 
Age *w- 
20 to 29 * female 
30 to 39 * female 
40 to 55 * female 
55 or older ' female 
HiMest level of scliooîïï * gm&w 
No schooling to grade 1 0 * female 
Grade 1 1 to 13 * female 
Secondary school certificate or non-university ' fe 
Trades certificate, diplorna, or university ' female 
7990 total i m m e  *gendsr 
No income ' female 
$1 to $9,999 * female 
$1 0,000 to 19,999 female 
$20,000 to $29,999 female 
$30,000 or more ' fernale 
Constant 

6.0673 
0.1 156 

ref 

-0.6849 
-0.1 346 
0.3375 
0.3960 

ref 
4-01 36 

Source: Calculated from 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey data. 

Notes: Cox and Snell R~ = .O80 Nagelkerke R' = -1 88. 
-2 Log Likelihood = 954,993, 
N= 1305. 
* significant at a =.OS. 
" significant at a =.Ol. 
1 Otheis include people who do not live in a census family. 
DV: 1= Lived in a CMA on June 4,1986 and in a resewe community 
on June 4 1991. 
O = Lived in a CMA on June 4,1986 and in the same CMA on June 4,1991 



Table 5.5: Significant variables and the% effeds on pmôiabiliües of having moved 
fiom a CMAto a reserve between 1986 and W91 

Census Fmily Status 
Mammed or cornmon-law 
Lone pamnt 
Other 

Prow-I~CB of msiaem 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta 

AbotiQinai Languagp Retenthn 
Does not speak and Aboriginal Canguage 
Speaks an Aboriginal language 

Bill G31 Regîsiranf Status 
Bill C-31 registrant 
All other registrants 

Total 1990 IndMdual Income 
No lncome 
$1 to $9,999 
$1 0,000 to $1 9,999 
$20,000 ta $29,999 
$30,000 + 

Education and Gender Interaction 
Males 

Less than grade 10 
Grade il to l 3  
Secondary school certificate or sorne post-secondary 
Trade or post-secondary di ploma, certificate, 
or some university 

Females 
Less than grade 10 
Grade 11 to 13 
Secondary xhool certificate or some pst-secondary 
Trade or post-secandary diplorna, certificate, 
or some university 

Source: Calculated from 1991 Abonginal Peoples Survey Data. 
Notes: Probabilities evaluated at: Male, 20 to 29 years, manied or cornmon-law, 

children at home, elementary-secondary only, 26 weeks worked, $Cl to 9,999, 
spealrs an Aboriginal language, Nota Bill C-31 registrant, Manitoba- 
Migrants indude those who lived in a CMA in 1986, and who lived in a 
reserve community in 1991, 



Faure 5.2: Probabilines of havina moved from a CMA to a reserve communitv. 
interaction of education and aender 

No sctrooi ta Grade 11 to f3, Secondary Trades 
grade 10 mthout school certifiate, 

secondary certificate or diplorna, or 
sctiool some post- university 

certificate secondary 
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Table 5-6: Regression rcsub for Model3, predicüng hypemobility 

Un& Btta Standard Error SignÎtïcance 

A w  gmuP 
20 to 29 
30 to 35 
45 and over 
Gender 
Female 
Male 
Census family status 
Maried or cornmon-law 
Lone parent 
Others ' 
Presence of childien 
Children in the home 
No chifdren in the home 
Soc--ic statu8 variables 
Highest Ievel of schoding 
No schooling to grade 10 
Grade 1 1 to 13 
Secondary school certificate or non-university 
Trades certificate, diplorna, or universit'y 
1990 lndividual Total lncome 
No lncome 
$1  to $9,999 
$10.000 ta $19,999 
$20,000 to 529,999 
$30,000 + 
Number of weeks wwrked in 7990 
1 to 26 weeks 
27 to 39 weeks 
40 or more weeks 
Did not work in 1990 
Ethnic afinity variaMe 
A &original language retention 
Speaks an Aboriginal language 
Does not spealc an Aboriginal language 
Community charactefistic variables 
1986 Zone of msidence 
Mid-North CSD 
Southem CSD 
Control Variables 
School atfendance 
Not attending school 
Attending school 
Bill C31 registrant status 
Registered under C-31 
Ali other registrants 
Province 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Al berta 

-0.5892 
cr-@34T 

ref 

4,4040 
ref 

-0.0427 
0.1 069 

ref 

0,3706 
ref 

-0,0723 
O. 1252 
-0.3287 

ref 

0-3942 
0.0238 
-0.1 in 
0,0747 

ref 

-0.2202 
-0,5384 
1 .an 

ref 

-0.0540 
ref 

0.3665 
ref 

-0-5622 
ref 

-0,1661 
re f 

-0,0622 
4,1050 

ref 
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Table 5-6, conhinucd 

Interactions 
Famiiy status 'genûw 
Mamed or common-iaw * female 
Lone parent * female 
AI1 others * female 
Highest level of schodhg 'g8ndcK 
No schooling to grade 10 * femak 
Grade 1 1 to 13 female 
Secondary school cerüficate or non-university * female 
Trades certificate, diplorna, or university * female 
1990 total hcome * gen-r 
No income * female 
SI to $9,999 * female 
$10,000 to 19,999 * female 
$20,000 to $29,999 * female 
$30,000 or more female 
Constant 

6-0572 
-0.2555 

ref 

-0, 1 323 
0.2028 
-0,3850 

ref 

0,3995 
6-2432 
0,3015 
-0.0923 

ref 
4 -1 838 

Source: 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survcy Data, 

Noter: Cox and Snell R~ = -214 Nagelkerke R' = -291. 
-2 Log Likelihood = 983,728. 
N= 1070, 
* significant at a =-05, 
" signifiant at a =.Ol, 
' Others include people who do not live in a census family. 
DV: 1= Made 2 or more moves between different communitites in the past year, 
or had 2 homes in 2 different communiües- 



mure 5.3: P r o ~ i t i e s  of . - 
hv~emotnlitv. interad .. - ion of mender and 
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Table S,?: Significarrt variabtes and their effects on probabilities of having made hno or mors 

moves bethuemn hno dWerent cornmunites, or having hm, homes in two cornmunities, 
Prairie Provinces, 1991 - 

Robability of 
haviVIng been 

Log-Odds hypem~,b~Ire 

Age P U P  
20 to 29 
30 to 45 
45 and older 

Resence of chilcken in the home 
Children in the home 
No children in the home 

School attendam 
Attending school 
Not attending school 

Weeks worked in 1990 
1 to 26 weeks 
26 to 39 weeks 
40 or more weeks 
Did not woWNot stated 

Hïghest Level of Schooling by Gender interacfron 
Males 
Less than grade 1 O 0.1 447 0.5361 
Grade 11 to 13 0.41 27 0.601 7 
Secondary school certificate or some post-secondary -0.6290 0.3477 
Trade or pst-secondary diplorna, certificate, 1-0037 0.731 8 
or some university 

Females 
Less than grade 10 -0.9279 0.2834 
Grade 11 to 13 -0.3953 0,4024 
Secondary school certificate or some post-secondary -1 -4370 0.1 920 
Trade or post-secondary diplorna, certificate, 0.1 957 0.5488 
or some university 

Source: 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Suwey Data. 

Notes: Probabilities calculated at; female, 20 to 29, mamecl or common-law, less than 
Grade 10, $1 to 9,999, did not workhot stated, speaks an Aboriginal language, 
Mid-North CSD in 1991, not attending school, not a Bill G31 registrant, Manitoba. 
Hypemobile mogrants includes those who has moved 2 or more times between 
cornmunities in the past year, or who had 2 home s in 2 different communitites. 
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Table 5.8: Reasons for Migration by gender. CMA to Reserve Migrants, Prairie Provinces 

Community, location 55 1 2 4 O k  
Schooling 
or employment (1) I l 0  24,736 
Health or Housing (2) 75 16.9% 
Preference, affordability, 
or need 85 19.1% 

Total 445 100-0% 

Pearson Chi-squarw 47.606 
d. f, = 4 
Significance = .O00 

F;emalle 
Count Percent 
250 48,504 
55 10.6% 

T 'a l  
Count Percerit 
379 0.0% 
110 0.0% 

Source: 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Suwey Data 

Notes: Migrants include people whose last movs was from a Census Metropolitan 
Area to a reserve cornunity, and who had not moved in the previous year. 
Data are weighted to represent the population counts. 
Counts are rounded- 
Prairie Provinces include Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. 
1) lnciude the schooling or employment of the respondent or of someone else. 
2) lnclude heaith reasons of the respondent or of someone else, new house, 
house provided by a band, housing that was better than previous housing, 
or that previous housing was uninhabitable, 



Table 5.9: Reasons for Miiratïon by age group in t991, CMA to Reserve Migrants, 
Prairie Provinces 

Counf Percent 

Aged 20 tu 29 
Family 140 52-8% 
Community, location 10 3.8% 
Schooling or empioyment (7) 65 24.5% 
Heaith or Housing (2) 20 7.5% 
Preference, afforidability, or need 30 11.3% 
Total 265 lm-0% 

Aged 30 tu 45 
Family 
Community, location 
Schooling or employrnent 
Health or Housing 
Preference, affordability, or need 
Total 

Aged 45 and o/der 
Family 
Community. location 
Schooling or employment 
Health or Housing 
Preference, affordability, or need 
Total 

Pearson Chi-square=161,480,8 degrees of freedom 
Signifieance = -000 

Source: 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey Data. 

Notes: Migrants include people whose last move was from a Census Metropolitan 
Area to a reserve comunity, and who had not moved in the previous year. 
Data are weighted to represent the population counts. 
Counts are rounded- 
Prairie Provinces include Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. 
1) lnclude the schooling or employment of the respondent or o f  someone else. 
2) lnclude health reasons of the respondent or of someone else, new house, 
house provided by a band, housing that was better than previous housing, 
or that previous housing was uninhabitable. 



Table 5.1 0: Reasorrs for Mii@aüon by Census family M u s  in 1991, CMA to Reserve 
migrants, Prairie Provinces 

Count Percent 

Married or common-/sw famifies 
Family 280 39.4% 
Community, location 65 9.2% 
Schooling or empioyment (1) 140 19.7% 
Health or Housing (2) 120 16.9% 
Preference, affordabili. or need (3) 105 14.8% 
TOM 7io ruo.o% 
Lune-Parent families 
Famil y 
Cornrnunity, location 
Schooling or employment 
Health or Housing 
Preference, affordability. or need 
Total 

Others, hcludhg those not living in a census family 
Family 30 22.2% 
Community, location 35 25.9% 
Schoofing or employment 30 22.2% 
Health or Housing 15 11.1% 
Preference, affordability, or need 25 18.5% 
Total 135 100.0% 

Pearson Chi-square= 62,034.8 degrees of freedom 
Significance = ,000 

Source: 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey Data 

Notes: Migrants include people whose last move was from a Census Mettopolitan 
Area to a reserve comunity, and who had not moved in the previous year. 
Data are weighted to represent the population counts* 
Counts are munded. 
Prairie Provinces indude Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. 
1) lndude the schooling or employment of the respondent or of someone else, 
2) Include heafth reasons of the respondent or o f  someone else, new house, 
house provided by a band, housing that was better than previous housing, 
or that previous housing was uninhabitable. 
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Table 5.1 1 : Reasons for Migration by gender, resewe-to-CMA migrants, Prairie Provinces 

Mtk Fm* fial 
Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent 

Family 15 6-1 % 40 1 1.3% 55 0.0% 
Cornmunity, location 55 224% 65 f8.3Ori 120 0.0% 
Schooling 
or employment (1) 145 59.2% 21 0 59.2% 355 0.0% 
Health or Housing (2) 10 4.1 % 25 7.0% 35 0.0% 
Preference, affordability, 
or need 

Total 

Pearson C hi-square= 1 8.967 
d. f. = 4 
Significance = -001 

Source: 1 991 Aboriginal Peo ples Survey Data. 

Notes: Migrants include people whose last move was from a reserve to a 
Metropolitan Area, and who had not moved in the previous year. 
Data are weighted to represent the populatîon counts, 
Counts are rounded. 
1) lnclude the schooling or employment of the respondent or of someone else- 
2) lnclude health reasons of the respondent or of someone else, new house, 
house provided by a band, housing that was better than previous housing, 
or that previous housing was uninhabitable, 



TaMe 5-12: Reasons for MQratron by age gmup in 1991, Reserve to C M .  
migrants, Prairie Provinces 

Count Percent 

Aged 20 to 29 
Family 
Community, location 
Schooling or employment (1) 
HeaW or Housing (2) 
Preference, affordabiiii, or need 
Total 

Aged 30 to 45 
Family 
Community, locatron 
Schooling or ernpioyment 
Health or Housing 
Preference, affordability, or need 
Total 

Aged 45 and older 
Family 
Community, location 
Schooling or employment 
Heaith or Housing 
Preference, affordability, or neeâ 
Total 

Pearson Chi-square=194.148, 8 degrees of freedom 
Significance = .O00 

Source: 1991 Ahriginal Peoples Survey Data- 

Notes: Migrants include people whose last rnove was from a resewe to a 
censos metropolitan area, and who had not moved in the previous year. 
Data are weighted to represent the population counts. 
Counts are rounded- 
Prairie Provinces include Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. 
1) lnclude the schooling or employment of the respondent or of someone else. 
2) lnclude health reasons of the respondent or of  sorneone else, new house, 
house pmvided by a band, housing that was better than previous housing, 
or that previous housing was uninhabitable. 



Be-- Two WotIds: m i s  of the Int-ew Dam 

The qualitative ïntapiews provided valuable inCormation about severai aspects of the 

c~er?A prccess CF ~Gp t i cc  bemeefi F k t  N s i m s  rd uebnr. =ILS. The rcsexch 

participants gave insights into the motbations that lead peopIe to rnake the initiai move into 

the city, induding a lack of adequate housing in t h e t  communitk, hi& unemploymenc and 

pooc access to hdth semfP1ces, as  weU as mobility to attend school at various levels. Some 

participants f i t  strongly that some migration was -red by politid changes in theu 

cornmunities, and by the way Li which jobs and houshg were distributed. Some people, 

particularly younger participants, also suggested the importance OF the attraction of the 

excitement of an urban lifestyle, fuefled by boredom and lack of opportunity in their 

communities. The relatively higher mobility of women kom FLst Nations communities 

into the city was explaïned by some participants as resulting fiom o lack of employrnent that 

was considered appropriate to women. Others saw women as genedly more arilluig to orke 

Nks, to move in the interests of their Eudies, and to seek education and ernployment 

elsewhere. Some dso suggested th* some women may move to the city in order to escape 

domestic abuse. 

The participants also gave their impressions &out the reasons that people rnight 

retum to their home communities and the issues that people tace upon moving to the city, 

and the amount oFretum migration that occurs. Participants cornmonly mentioned the pull 

OF cornmunity iife, and the importmce of connct with their extended fmilies, dong with 

the relative lack of cornmunity support in the city. The f i t  Pace and impersonai nature of 

much ofurban life were seen by most participants as drxwbacks to living in the city. AS well, 

crime in urban meas was a major concern for urban residents. and many considered theu 

home communities to be safer and better places in which to raise children. 

The interview participants dso indicated that there may be n large m o u n t  of circu1;ir 

migration, or the making of multiple moves between First Nations communities and the 

city. Some claimed that this was a declining pattern of mobility, and most thought that 

younger people were more Iikely to mdce multiple moves. Some p;irticipants thought that 

the L-exsons for these multiple moves were similx to those for p r i m q  and return mobiiity. 



Some participants indicated that they thought that people who had less conneaion to the 

community were more likdy to d e  multiple moves. Migration badE to home communities 

at retirement was f r equdy  mentioned by the participants, as was the possibiiïty that many 

people rnay commute daily beciaeen the tcao areas, and were thus able to exploit the 

strengths OF the ày and their home communities. 

6.1 Moving to the Cirgr motivations for primary migration 

While it was to be expecred that rnany of  the underIying motivations rnight be 

economic, and that mobility in seflzch of employment would be cornmon, there were n 

number of O ther issues that were cited as reasons For laving F k  t Nations in hvour OC the 

city. Of course, people's reasons for deciding to move are al1 shaped by their own unique 

situations and personaiities. However, there were seved reasons that participants 

commonly mentioned when describing what they thought led people to move These 

reasons included the avdability of h d t h  a r e  services. education, the avdability and 

conditions of housing on cesemes, and the avdability of other city menities and leisure 

activities, as weli as a tendency for Young people to be attmcted by the promise of 

excitement and escape fiom boredom. 

In generai, 1 think, kom what 1 remember, it's economics- a 
better place to live- 1 know in (my community) ... there was 
just better things up here (in the city) Iike running water, 
indoor toilets, stuff Iike th* Access to things, maybe. ~Maybe 
they c m  go to a picture, stores, and thing. 
... Foc my community, housing was an issue and it continues 
to be. Despite the number of houses that have been built in 
my comrnunity, there's still a huge e t i n g  lis t of...rnay be two 
hundred people waiting in h e  for housing there. So, people, 
they end up get5ng crowded out of the house they're Living 
in becmse kids strrt hiiomg kids and stuE U e  th ;it...g emng 
tamilies, they need to move out, so they corne to the city. 
Job-wise, too, some people h d  jobs here diat they c m  mork 
at. Education, maybe. 
(Male, 40-49) 



Ifs the jobs. Jobs on the cesemes are short. They're hard to 
come by if you don't know anybody, type OF thing. ..- It's. iike, 
overcrowding. I've iived in plenty OF houses where there's 
three children to a single beà, or  somethlig. It's 
ovemwding and you want to find a job. There's no jobs on 
cesemes. Sot I think people, most of my fiends and cousins 
have moved for jobs. 
(Male, 30-39) 

... for many years, and 1 don't diink it's changed much, it's 
that people leaving the m d  area to come into die city is 
usudy jo b-related 'Ihey'ce Iooklig for jobs, empioyrnen~ o r  
they come in for health purposes, if they have to go to the 
hospiel or doctor's iippointments. I know with our hily, 
we had the older relatives come in the sumrner, because they 
couIdn't live the winter on the resems because these are 
older people, seniors- 
(Female, 4049) 

Education .... 1 don't know if that's the most common, but 
thatrs m y  reason- 1 dso think lack of access to services, I 
think is a big, big reason, because there's nothing out here 
(on the reserve), therers no economy. There's just housing. 
(Female, 20-23) 

People move fiom First Nations into the city because of the 
better quality of education (that) is a d a b l e  in the urbm 
settkg. Employment. The unemployment figures is 
anywhere from 70 percent to 90 percent unempioyment- 
Better iiccess to h d t h  services, social services, medicd 
services, hospimi services. Also the other activities a town or 
a city would (have), that they don't have on a reserve. For the 
isolated communities, some O € the people might move in for 
rnedid reasons. They rnigh have complications from 
diabetes, cancer, those kind of things, those kinds of diseases 
we never had before ;ire now gemng more predenr in our 
communitîes. These are some of the reasons why, I think. 
(Md% 20-29) 



Severai people suggested that many declions to move are taken in the EMily 

conteJct, and that parents see moving as a means by which the? nqy better provide for thek 

children, as weii as give theu childcen better oppoctunities. Some oE these people had 

themselves moved for theü children, and some had moved as children with theü parents. 

[rt's] more than jobs. 1 mean, I t h i k  it's an opportunity to 
do what's b a t  for your Eudy- You know, if you live in an 
environment where th+ were, status quo, dungç were not 
happening you obviously move. In today's enviconmeng if 
you're not happy =*th your job and things rem& the same, 
you move on. W e  do the sarne thing as a people. 
... 1 mean, there's hardiy any jobs in the comrnunity- If you 
take a look at any community, with the exception of 
probably oao or three here in Manitoba, the major 
employers are the Band office and the locai school. Other 
than that, there's no thing. There's no Lidustry. 
(Male, 4049) 

Oieraii, the participants indicated that while mo bitity For emplo ymen t op portunities 

is importanf other implications of a lack of economic development on cesemes were dso 

involved in people's decisions to move, including a lack of housing and social and medicd 

services. As weU, sevecd participants suggested that there may be a desire on the part of 

young people to move to the city in ocder to experience what they believe to be a more 

excîhng ucban li€kstyIe, and to escape Eiom boredom. This young woman thought that the 

problem of boredom or kck ofactivities on reserves led young people to want to move into 

the city, but that there were dso benefiû to Living near hmily. She suggested that these 

feelings were probably sirnilar for young people Living in r u d  non-Aborigind communities 

in the s m e  area. 

You get to feeling isolated, too. Like this whole side of the 
reserve ...k my whole h i l y ,  m d  Sm kind of used to it, the 
day-to-day goings on. But I get depressed too because 1 get 
isolated here too. I feeI isolrited and I want to have access to 
semices, and 1 want to, you know, get involved in things, and 
1 can't do that here because 1 don't have a vehicle, md it c m  
get to be redy depressing. it's the s m e  issues with the 



b e r s ,  too, in the mral communities.., 1 don't feel fiilfilied 
at all. M y ,  1 don't. I need other things to, you know, do 
and smfE 
(FemaIe, 20-29) 

One male partiapant OF the sarne age suggested that young people become 

enchanted with urban Iifestyles because of  the influence O€ television in Northern 

comrnunities: 

&cause they watch TV, they set TV and ifs big @ts, big 
&y- Everything you know, gets a linle crowded, so you just 
lave for something better, thinking that you might be able 
to h d  a better iife in the city. ... Ifs just that they get 
hypnotized by it. "Weli, the closest place L'il get to 
Hollywood is Wmnipeg. Let's go". 1 cal1 it n syndrome. 
"Bright Lights, Big City syndrome" .... 1 think they get that 
idea off TV, because you watch a lot O€ TV and it's di 
Southem TV. It's not Noahem lifstyles. 
(Male 20-29)- 

As weU as pointing out the I d  of employment opportunities and housing on 

ceserves as comrnon reasons for people to move into the City, several participants identified 

what they saw as inequities in the ways in which housing and employment were distributed 

leadhg to migration Li some cases. These participants saw employment and housing used as 

political currency in communities in which jobs and houses are scarce. Several participants 

identifïed this as a pcoblem which some communities must address. 

... the other diing is the politics at the ceserve Ievel ... if you're a 
smaii that you never get what you wmt  kom the 
people or the hmily that niles in the Fkt Nation 
communities...-It's a realitg. and 1 think it's got to be brought 
out. It's the same as m y  little town. Like, if you have a big 
f d y  in a litde town then it's the big f d y  that rules- it's 
the sarne system. 
(Male, 50+). 

1 know thnt there's people moved out of m y  community 
because OF politics, like some have moved back because of 
politics, and some have moved away beause of politics. 



Certain chie6 got elected, and they move baf4 kind oE 
àUng... so those people were kind of lek in iimbo when the 
old chie€ resigned (imghs). 
(Male, 40-49)- 

I'm not saying 1 would never go back to my 
comrnunity, f sa have brothers and sisters that [ive out 
the= BUG you know, there would have to be an opportunitg 
without me becoming a yes-man for a l o d  titici&. 
we, 40-49)- 

One participant told oFhow a politid change influenced his own mobilitg: 

. .Mer  that, there was a change in govemment. They elected 
a new Chief and Council. They guy 1 h e w  who got in as 
chieFdidn't like me, so 1 was out oFa job ... s o  I had to corne 
back into Wmnipeg. and Pve Lved in Winnipeg, in the North 
End ever since- 
(Male, 50t) 

Another saw problems with the current po iitid system, aithough he recognized that he was 

priviIeged b y it. 

... me and my family, we had a long h e  O€ being in office. So, 
if you're Euriily's in office, youfre more Likely to end up 
w o r h g  either LU-time or seasonal (than) if gour b i i y  
wasn't in office. For some people, they Sap, "Oh yeah, cight 
on ......[a relative] pt in as chiec nght on. We're di gemlig 
jobs". You stili hem that in the cicg. I've heard some people 
Say they're going to move back home because one of their 
relatives go t in office. So they c m  get a job. (Male, 20-29) 

Along wïth crime, substance abuse was mentioned as a problem in some 

communities which may lead people to lave. One woman in her twenties said that her 

mother had moved the family to the city beuuse of dcoholism in their community. Some 

people said that widespread drinking in their home communities was not the reason that 

they moved to the city, but that it provided a disincentive for them to return. For others, 



though, alcoholism was a problem more associated eth the city, and which made their 

living in their home community more attractive for themselves and their chiidren- 

Several participants suggested that the lack O€ semices and amenities on resemes aras 

exacerbated by rernoreness, and the inaeased prices €or necessities in Nocthern 

communities and comrnunities that are without year-round road access. While none O€ the 

participants themselves had moved to Winnipeg h m  more then 600 kdometres no& of 

Wmnipeg, they suggested that things were more ciifficult and expensive in remote 

communities, and that tht would provide an additional incentive €or people from those 

communities to rnove into the city. The cost OC milk, poline, and other necessities were 

cited by a number of people as reasons to move into the city kom Nocthem communities, 

and some thought thnt these reasons could be pacticularly compelling in the case of a tàmily 

with Young children. 

A lack O€ health services were dso seen as a p;uhcular problem in norihem and 

remote communities, and some participants thought diat this led people with h d t h  

problems, and o!der people in particulq to move to the city on a tempo- or permanent 

basis in order to receive treatrnent- 

... 1 know people some people from up North especidy, and 
there's a Eew from (my community), who, because of h d t h  
reasons, needed to be in the city. Lie, if they're on dialysis or 
something, Ike physiotherapy or whatever, where they 
couldn't travel back and forth- 
(Male, 4049) 

Distance and cemotenen were dso suggested by participants as tactors which could 

prevent people fiom retuming to their home communities. In pxticular, road access was 

thought by some to be an important fictor in accessibility. WhiIe reducing the costs ofout- 

migration, and makhg it easier for people to lave in the first place, road access was dso 

thougtit to malce i t  easier for people who had lefi to retum, or to move more easily between 



the Qty and the meme. Communities without d access, on the other hanci, were thought 

by some participants to lose more pennanently. 

Some people h m  up or fly-in communiües are, once 
you make a move you're kind O€ forced to stay for a petiod 
oftirne. You move, buy di your hmimre, and if you're going 
to move back, seii ali your hmiture. 1 think €or the ones that 
are d o m  south here and connected by highway, or even the 
ones that are up north connected by highway, their 
accessibility is beater)). 
(Mate, 40-49) 

For the communihes chat aren't accessible by rad, they tend 
to lose thek children. They g e n e d y  don't come back 
because it's so h d ,  or  it's so expensive. So they'll move to a 
closer reseme. Where Sm fiom, it's not a pro blem. I f  I want 
to go home and come back to the city, no sweat. But when 
you're dosec to the city, an hour away, you're not loshg 
anybody. The mobilitg's so there. 1 know people fiom the 
Eastern side of Manitoba There's no roads. It's like eight 
hundred dollars to fly. They don't go home that ofien. It's 
cheaper to iive in the city thm to fly home or even go home, 
so those cornrnunities, those are the ones that I'm dso 
worried about. 
(Mde, 20-29) 

As well, rernoteness was thought to conaibute to a lack of information about the 

citg, because there was less chance that mipa from communities that were vey  far away 

fiom the city, or with poor access would know someone who had been to the ciy, and who 

could provide them with information. People dso seemed to thkk that the culturai 

difference between more isolated comrnunities and urban areas w x  grater, and that this led 

to much greater problems in adjusment. 

6.2 The Disadvantages of the city 

While there were many reasons for which people may choose to lave their home 

communities in Favour of the city, there were dso pmblems associated with liFe in the city 

thnt the participants suggeçted as reasons that people might retum to theu home 



communities. Situations in the city that were thought to provide "pushes" back to reserves 

included problerns associated with cultural adjustment to an utban li€kstyle, rackm and 

&aimination in employment and housuis the perception of aùne in the &y, and the 

cost of living in the uty. 

Issues of adjustment to the Pace and expecgtions of life Li the city were kequently 

mentioned by participants. For the most p- they thought that people who moved to the 

aty were often quite unprepared for the signifiant adjustments that must be made in order 

to adapt to art urban IiFeseyIe. Ofien, this was thought to be more severe for peopIe who 

moved to the city fiom more remote communities, where the differences berneen rural and 

urban lifestyles are more pronounced, and where people mzy have had less contact with 

people who have urban experience, and who could provide information. 

- 
(When some people £ k t  come to the üy), they don't know 
where anything is, if they w;uit to go ouc even to a mopie. I'll 
give you an exunple. The people that come fiom way, way 
up No&, they come here and you tel them to go for a w a k  
They won't because theylU get los t- 
(Fernale, 40-49) 

Many people described the kt pace of city Life as a drawback, and a shock. 

What I k t  noticed when 1 moved to Wmnipeg was the 
speed of everything. It seemed like even the people wdked 
last. Busses went ht. Everybody drove fast. If you didn't 
cross the smeet when the light exacdy snid to cross, you'd get 
m n  over. Where I'm kom, you didn't have to look to cross 
the Street- Nobody's mnning angwhere. No crrs are driving 
fast, r d y -  13s jus& everything is too much. I mm, a lot of 
times ifs too easy to p q  down here, too. There's parties dl 
the time- Like, this city never sleeps. You c m  do mhatever 
you wmt  down here, and 1 think i t  just overwheims some 
people. 
(Mde, 20-27) 

..-itts constant movement- You know, everything's on the go 
al1 the time- Life's much slower in the country. A lot of 



diings that people think are important; time, money, cars, are 
not important in a Fit Nations comrnunity. 
(FemaIe -9) 

One woman suggested that part of the problem O€ inteption to the urban 

environment was a lack of Liformation about what to expect in the city. She suggested that 

active dissemination oE information wodd aileviate many problems that people had upon 

moving to the City. 

1 think what's needed, and it's most stpocoing is to have 
them oriented. Orient them to what h d  of services the city 
offers. How to txke a bus. Even how to ride an eievator. 
Those kinds of things. Where's the nexest groce y store, and 
how do you get there? And where's the bmk? Those kinds of 
things. IF you need to go for appointments, where do you go 
for that? Do you ask somebody? So, that's what's really 
important, to do orientdon. 
(Fernale, 4049) 

Some people suggested that people who move to the city my have diffïculties 

O btaining the required services, because of cultunl ciifferences, as well as ïntolemnce in the 

They have a lot of difficulty because they don't know where 
to go for help. And the liind of responses they get is not very 
positive at hmes. 1 went with this person to apply for welke, 
and even me, 1 though~ "IF 1 was just comïng here, 1 would 
cedy have problems". Beciuse they sit there and sit there, 
and Native people are, you only sperik when you're spoken 
to, when somebodp talks to you. And even when you have a 
discussion, you don't intempt people when they're tallring. 
That's the custom. And they could sit there forever. And the 
kLid of responses they geg oh my God. So. it's ve y hard for 
them to adjust because it's strmge, and the kinds of things 
you do. Your neighbour- you could go ciUr to gour 
neighbour if you wmt someuiing. Maybe 1 cin use the 
phone, you know? And they don't respond to you. "Who are 



youIt, you know? That kind of thing. So, i(., very hard to 
adjust* 
(Femaie, 4049) 

Some participants desaibed Fkt Nahons and the city as "two different worlds", in 

which culture, language, and even norms o € h s  were so t o d y  different that one could 

not expect people to adjust easily from one to the other. These participants suggested diat 

discrimination in hLLig and the p e r d  intolemce of the Iqer community made things 

even more dificuit Cor recent migrants, and made them more Lely to want to move home- 

One problem with liEé in the city that was cornmonly cited was the perception of a 

Iarge arnount of crime in the aty, This problem was hked  by most participants to the 

ciimculty of finding employrnent in the city, and the tendency for Aboriginal people to live 

in what the participants perceived as low-income, hi&-crime ;ires. Crime was cited as a 

problem for people Li temis of theü own persond safety, but dso as a thrat to the weP 

being of their chiidren, whom they fmed  were susceptible to becoming involved in crime, 

especially Street gangs. One woman who moved to the city, and whose mother remnined Li 

the reserve community, described her mother as being " terrified" about the things she saw 

on the news form the city- Others were concerned for their children. 

Probably one of the biggest disadvanmges (to living in the 
city) I would see, persondy, 1 hate to s y  if but itts probably 
the gang activities. Frankiy, the ability for young people to 
get into trouble is probably the biggest disadvanage. AU oCa 
sudden, that d r m  is gone by the wayside, and there's other 
opportunities which are negative in nature, but they become 
ùivolved in. 
. .k t ' s  face ib youth, being a kid, being a teenager's dl about 
fittïng in. You know, you tind a place to fit in, a.nd...in the 
Qties, it's pro bably p g  activity. 
(Male, 4-49) 

... if they're not helped within their F;unily., if theytre new into 
a city, then what theytIl end up is, theyïl look For a house or 
an apartment. TheyflI be put in the core area, md those are 
the hi& crime areas. 
(Male 50-59) 



One man suggested that the main reason that he had returned to hk home 

commUNv aras that he thought it was a bettet, sder placc in which to cise children- 

.. But the reason 1 moved back, the hndarnental reason I 
moved home is because the àty wasn't a place I aranted to 
raise m y  kids. 1 wanted to raise them on the ceseme* 
we, 40-49) 

As mentioned previously, sevenl participants mentioned dcohol and dmg abuse as 

disad~1~1c;iges to living in the city. The increased adability O € alcohol in the city was seen 

by some as a danger to young people espeàdy, becwse it could provide a distraction fiom 

ernployrnent or educational goals that wece the reasons For moving to the city in the k t  

place. As m*th mime, some people mentioned dmgs and dcohol in the city as ceasons to 

move thek fàrdies back to theü home communities. While some people had ùidicated that 

people rnight move to the city to escape subsmce abuse on reserves, some may h d  more 

abuse in the city than in their home communities. 

As we have seen, in the h t m - e w s  people expressed that there are both advantages 

and problems associated with living in the city. Whiie the relative advanmges of the city in 

ternis of labour market and avaiiability of semices might Iead some people to decide to 

move kom a First Nations cornrnunity to an urban iuea, it is clear that not everyone who 

moves to the city stays there. One major concern of this project was to Iearn how 

important retum and cirmlar rnigriition patterns ;ire, md what specific reasons people see as 

influencing the decision to retum. 

6.3 Mobility Patterns and Strategies 

The I ~ o r t m r c e  offitm a d  GGmh M&rzûton 

When iisked whether or  not most people who rnoved to the city remained in the 

city, there was a range of responses kom that of one womm who claimed that, "we di 

evennidy retum", and who had henelf returned to a reserve, ro others who thought that 



most of the peopie who left theü reswes rernained in the ciq- O€ the participants 

themsdves, about hdf either Iived on-ceserve at the time OF the intemiew, or  indicated that 

they intended to return at some point, while the other haE said ttiat they were no t planning 

on returning. Mkny participants described at Ieast a component O€ the m-grant population as 

making multiple moves bemeen the reseme and the city. Usually, the idea of multiple mover 

berneen cesemes and urban areas, or  of arnilar migration, was brought up by the 

participants ear1y in the interviews, without the LiterCnewer asking about this particular fomi 

of migration. In multiple movemenh bemeen the rserp-e and the u t y  were mentioned 

in aiI but one inteniew, sugpting diat circulation is perceived as an important pattern OF 

mo bility. 

Most people who s m  this pattern oE circular movement as important saw it 

predominandy occurring among the Young and that as people grew older, they were more 

inched to settie down. 

I'd sa? a lot of  the younger people. Therers a lot OF moving 
back and foonh. People corne and move to the city and try it 
out, and then move back- For a lot of these people, 1 guess 
the ceserves are a home base, and they're also.--we& there's 
h y s  insurance in case thuigs don't work out. You've dways 
got someplace to go. 
(Mde, 30-39) 

I think the older ones would actually just stay on the reserve- 
Like, 1 don't think they're the ones that are moving, becwse 
that's where they belons and that's where they live- But the 
younger, and the not too oid, you know, Iike maybe thirtïes, 
€odes, probably. Becwse .... like my auiunties and uncles, they 
move back and forth, back and Forth, back and Forth. 1 think 
it's because of the action, 1 guess. niey wmt things to do 
here, too- 
(Fernale 20-25) 

Said one womm who had moved back to the ceserve, 



... Once you reach a certain age-, you want to stay put. You 
want to be in a Familiar environment with your W y ,  
Lnends, and evergbody. And communities usually live in what 
we cal1 a tee-osb-pyt-eh- It m a s  a Eunily groupins right? So if 
you go to a Fi t  Nations communi ty....w hatever a r a  of the 
reseme y o u k  in, you know whose area you'ce in (laughs). 
Fernale 4049) 

One woman whose own M y  had moved ofien to and fkom the cirg whiie she 

was Young, believed it to be a cornmon but declining pattern of 

... norrndy what would hqpen is thnt people would sort of 
move back and forth quite a biq back fiom the city to the 
reseme. And 1 think n lot of thes people felt that the ceserve 
is theu home community, so that's their home. ..theu home 
base, so the city is kïnd of a temponry thing for thern, and, 
so that's why they move back and Forth a lot. There's a lot OF 
migration back and forth. 
.... but now 1 think there is more OF a permanent residence 
taking place in the city....~ e're getting more and more 
Aboriginal people who ... the cityrs becoming their home base- 
( F e d e  4049). 

Some participants who saw cÜm1a.r migration as quite cornmon, did not seem to 

distinguish between the making of multiple moves between the two areas, and simply 

moving back to the reserve- These people didn't seem to see pxticular individuds as 

phcipating in a pattern of circular migration. Rather, they seemed to regard each move 

separately, with people weighing their options eadi time. For example, one woman 

described the migration ofsome of her fmily: 

The younger ones, they seem to go back and Forth. Lke my 
cousins, they lived in the city for a while, they s q e d  here Cor 
so mmy years, and &er a whde they got tired of i t  and they 
moved back to the reserve- 

When sked  what it was that they got tïred of, 

The people ... the people and the noise. It's awkl noisy in the 
ci tg... it's just like the money situation, Iike if they get more 
money somewhere else, they're eventudy going to live there 



Another man remùided us that there are any number of reasons to move back to 

die reseme, and perhaps to come to the aty again, and that everyone's motivation is 

diffkren t. 

1 see people go back 1 see m y  cousins go back and Forth, but 
that might just be beause oFa seasonal job doam here Like. 
why should they stzy six months here in the Mnter and have 
to pay for rent and groceries when they could just go back 
home..&h for kee, them come back down here when 
there's more construction down here, That's what I've seen. 
I've seen people go home beause they have kids. Some 
people go home because they have kicis. Some people go 
home because they tried university or they aied college and 
they didn't make d They dontt Wre the iïfestyle down here, so 
they go back and iïve in the North. 
(Male, 20-29) 

Of the interview participants who said that they were considering moving back, 

most of them said that they would like to move back to their home community on 

retirement, when a lack of ernployment in the comrnunity was no longer an issue For them. 

A fair number of participants suggested that there may be a lot of migration back to 

resemes by people who had reached retiremen& while some thought that migration on 

retirement might not be too cornmon, pxticularly because of housing shortages. 

Some people were just tired of the city, and they basicdly 
want to go home and retire, kLid O€ thing. ... when 1 was 
taiking to (a fienend), h e  was saying about the possibility O€ 
moving back to the senior citizen's lodge that we have there. 
So, he's tdking about going back, just to basicdly be home 
and retire and see life out that -y, kind of thing I guess. 
(Mde, 40-49) 



1 hear that the older people, the older generation are 
planning to move back to the teseme as their retkement 

a& coming. h e  seen, or  heard people say, "Weil, I'm 
mowig back to m y  community and retirindl. Wek th& 
nice- 
(Fernale, 40-49) 

While people who were c o n s i d e ~ g  movhg on retkement were Iess concemed wïth 

hdhg employment in theu cornmunities, they did have houshg issues with which to 

contend. Some of them told OC problerns with getting a house Li the communirp, and those 

who had the means ofhm said that they wouId finance the buiIding of their homes 

thernselves, rather than wait for a house to be built by the band. 

Most of the people who considered moving home to theü communities on 

retirement described that they were drnwn by the peace and quiet OF their communities, as 

weli as the availability oÇ activities such as huntuig and fishing. Another suggested h a t  

retired people may seek the safety of nid communities, and wish to avoid problems OF 

crime in the city. One woman said that hancial considemtions figured in her decision to 

retire to her cornmunity. Lower costs for utilities on-reseme and her perception that "yodre 

taxed to death in the city" led her to conclude that she would be h m c i d l y  better off 

moving back- 

The interviews provided a lot of evidence that, when possible, rnmy people 

commute from reserves to jobs in the citg. P;irticipmts ofien rehrred to people whom they 

knew as m&g trips into the city during the day to work, and returning to their home 

cornmunity in the evening- This aras Iargely seen as a good amangement for people h m  

communities close enough to the city to make c o m m u ~ g  pmctid, because it dowed 

people to remain in their communities and to avoid some of the pro blems in the city, while 

phcipating in the urban labour market- 

I h d  with a lot ot' my relatives, they suy there. 4 lot of 
them drive back and forth if they've got a r d l y  good-paying 



job. I'm not rdlting about minimum wage, but a salarg k 30 
grand a year oc ~ e n t y 4 g h t  thousand a year. They drive back 
and forth to Wuuiipeg eve y day, and it works out Ore tsiventy 
bucks a day, 

And 1 think a lot O€ people wouId rather commute if 
there was housing avaibble for them. And even some of m y  
&ends who aren't band members, like m y  girIfrends who are 
fiom different resemes are h y s  sayîng, "Gee, 1 wish 1 was 
a band membee (of her comrnuniq), then I could 
cornmute" ... and theylre aiways saying that. 
(Female 20-29) 

1 think people. fiom m y  community anyway, it's a safer place 
to be, and 1 thïnk that if youlre working in the city, some of 
them don't see that big of a problem comrnuting. 1 know 
there's people commuting kom (-no ther community) to 
Winnipeg. That's a two-hour drive. Weli, there's one tamily 
there that, they worked in (the city) and right into their 
retirement, they aveUed fiom (my comrnunity). 
(Male, 40-49) 

mile some people rnay commute kom their homes on-reserve to jobs Li the city, 

some people with employrnent in theu community rnay keep homes in the city. One man 

interviewed worked as a counseilor in hL community, more then one hundred kilometres 

kom Wmnipeg but Iived in the city with his wife, who was a nurse in the àty. He suggested 

that there may be manp people who commute to work, whether in the citp or in a First 

Nations communitg, and who go home in the evening. To this man and his f d y ,  the 

distance involved did not seem to matter much, and "the big thing is that there is a job 

available". However, another man thought that commuting was ciifficul< and reported that 

many people who had tried it Found that they were unabible to keep up the long, duk drives 

in the early morning and evening d u ~ g  the Mmito ba winter. 

6.4, Benefïts to living on the reserve 

In the intemiews, people were asked to describe benefits thnt people rnight associate 

with living in Fi t  Nations communities, and hcton that rnight act to puil people back to 



thet home cornmunitieo. Muiy of these benefits related to living n*u Eunily and feeling as 

though one is a part o f a  dose comrnunity. Severai people described the extended M y  as 

being vey imponant in F k t  Nations communities. niep desaibed benefits to this 

organization such as the adlability of emotional support, as weii as pmctid suppoa such 

as helpingwith child are, or tempocary economic support- Ofien, though, people described 

simply being in a dose community as the 1argest benefit to hem- 

WelI, we have a traditional concep2 m d  it's d e d  "extended 
W y ' e .  1 don't know how you say it Li Ojibwa, but we kind 
of  look fier one another, and Ït's a haditionai concept- Lie, 
it's just Wce my uncle next door 1 consider to be m y  hther, 
and he trents m e  Wre Pm his da~ghter. And if you need 
somethîng, pou kùid of Iook f i e r  one another- Thatrs how i t  
is wïth Indian people. A lot of  that goes on, too, For a 
support systern. 
( F e d e ,  20-29) 

Probably just to connect back in to the cornmunitg iigain. To 
be with friends, to be with your family members. Thatrs 
probably the rnotivating factor, and that hc t  ifs their home 
base, 1 would think. That's what 1 hear thatls motivatïng 
them to go back- Ties to the hdy...we're v e y  t d y -  
orienteci, you know. We like to be around our fmiiy 
members if possible. Wouldn't you mther be among your 
Famdy than be among stmngers? 
(Femde, 40-49) 

Advantages. Pretty hard. The advmtage of M y ,  k e  I 
noticed in the citg here. M y  connections aren't as close as 
they are up North. I just had a conversation with my mother 
who satd that somebody was complaining because one OF my 
cousin's kids were always running around the town. But they 
have relatives like every three blocks, so you dwxys know 
where your kid is. But d o m  in the citg here, your kid d e s  
o€F..,pou don't know where that kid is. It just seerns iike the 
family connections are tight up there. It's close, dose bit. 
(Md% 20-29) 

That's why a lot of  people move back. Because a lot of 
people m't hmdle living in the city. Or some people who 
have moved to the city, and trïed For a couple of ye;irs and 



then moved back beause they don't lie living in the 
city....there's no ... I guess a sense of cornrnunity- U e  1 was 
back home this weekend, and therers a reai strong sense OC 
communiv It's iike a soap opera. If you go bacL to the 
reseme, somebody d give you arr update oE d x & s  hem 
happening lately. Who got in a fi&t with who, and who's 
been doing Wre, whatever, you know? It's iike a sense of 
communi~ 

That's the thing about living on the reserve, all the 
support tha+ youlre extended fkdy, or whatever. That's 
one thing 1 noticed when I a..- . l ike, 1 have thcee children- 
Whenever I have to go somewhere I have to gct a babysitter. 
But when 1 was out in the country I s q e d  at  m y  brother'ç 
place, and he's got a whok bunch of  kïds. And we just lave- 
My brother would say to his eldest son, "you just stily and 
watch the kids". So, like they depend on each other a lot  1 
think that's something that people miss when they move to 
the City- They miss that extended W y ,  beciuse extended 
Families are ve y important. 
(Male, 40-49) 

The advantages? In m y  community, myway, 1 think you've 
got a gcoup of people that have cornmunity conscience 
developing. 1 thuik there's people there that are taking pride 
in the community and are m&g the community aware that 
there's ce& things that we want for our community, our 
kids. And they openly talk about those things, and they go 
towards those things. Like a safe school, for euample, a safe 
cornmunity. 
(Male, 40-49) 

& well as the benefits of community, &ends, and W y ,  people commonly 

mentioned activities which they hnd enjoyed while living in theu community, and which 

were not available in the city- Hunting and fishing were mentioned by a number of men and 

women, as activities that they missed whiie in the city. People ;ils0 spolie about the p a c e  

and quiet that is avdabie when you Iive away from the city. 



Wd, then are loads (of advantages)). IE 1 was to live on the 
ceserpe. for me, Pd take advantage of the hunting and just 
having a good life out th= instead of  having to depend on 
the system. The people are there, and your family is on the 
reseme too. Eyou'ce in the ci- you've got nobody. Nobody 
to tatk to, unless you go to, sometimes there's resource 
centres oc &op-in centres, but it's not enough €or people. 
..-Th& M y ,  and people are so close, too. Like us people, 1 
thlik we're so close. Like, we're aiways comrnuniating wïth 
out fiundies. A lot of people miss that. 
(Female, 4049) 

Like, when I'm in the city, 1 have to d e  a break sometunes 
because of the aaffic Gd the noise gets to be too much 
because O€ I'm so used to this type of quiet pcurehhess. 
There's a sweat lodge ... at my uncle's, so 1 GUI have a sweat 
any t h e  I want. 
(Female, 20-29) 

6.5 Reasons for not renirning 

While the item-ew participants were able to suggest reasons which may l a d  people 

to retum to their home cornmunities, OF course not dl  people who move to the city 

eventualiy go back. About half of the intemiew participants said that they planned on 

moving back home, or had rilready done so, and the other hdÇ had no intention of 

retuming ro the Fit Nations comrnunity they once had l e k  These people had various 

reasons for not wanting to retum, but mmy rnentioned the lack of employment in their 

home community. Some had rn-ed non-Natives, or people who had alw;iys lived in the 

city. In these cases, people had ties to the urban community that were at least as strong as 

those to the reserve cornmunitg. In other cases, people who lefi their communities for 

partimlar reasons saw these issues as unresolved, and continuing to provide disincentives to 

return. 

The reasons 1 wouldn't move there is thût there's û lot of 
drinking, and dso because there's no jobs. Therets no work. 
I've worked rnost of my Life and 1 don't like being 



unernployed. IF people don't have jobs, we1fâre1s the biggest - 
employer on the resemee 
(Male, 30-39) 

There'd be nothing for me to move back for. 1 don't have a 
job there. 1 don't have a house. Therets probably a w a i ~ g  
List of two oc rhree hundred names for a house in m y  
comrnunity. We build six or seven houses a year, s o m e ~ e s  
itts e v q  two years. There'd be no remon for me to move 
badt 
we, 4-49). 

... for me, I'm fiom the community. I've been educated here. 
I've worked in the hospicil, my husband's from here. So, it's 
uniikely 1 would go back home, but we go back home to visit 
and sni& And if 1 have a job or  a proje- I'U go. But other 
than that, 1 wouldn't, because his home is here, 
(Female, 50-59) 

One woman intm-ewed said that whiie she would like to move back to her 

cornmunity on retirement, her husband preferred to remah in the city, where he would be 

able to golf and perhaps to start a s d  business. However, while the rasons for not 

wanting to cetum -ed, most of the people who uidicated that they did not want to retum 

did st i i i  have ties to the reseme comrnunity, including close relatives who Lved there, and 

many people still visited the community reguldy. As weil as m k g  their own trips home, 

several people mentioned relatives' and fnends' visits to the cïty as ways of smying Li touch 

with their home communities. 

6.6 Planning and Information about the City 

One of the objectives of this research was to explore the extent to which primary 

and retum moves are planned in advance, and the amount of information that migrants 

have about potentid destinations when they decide to move. The participants were of 

mked opinion about whether people who lefi First Nations cornmunities For the àty did so 

with intentions OF ntuming. Some thought chat most people expected to go home some 



dap. Others, Liduding most people who themsdves ciid not expect to retum, thought that 

most people moved to the uty Ï n  otder to stay there permanendy. These people iargeiy s n a  

most r e m  migration as resulâng Eom disappointment in the City. Othecs indicated that 

différent people lefi wïth different intentions, and that there were people who intended to 

go back, as weii as people who intended to sray. 

As weII, the arnount of planning that went into moves to o r  kom the citg was 

thought to vary, and was related to the ceasons that particular people gave €or moving. 

Those who had moved for education tended to have their moves planned out weU in 

advance Some suggested that people who move in ocder to h d  employrnent l q i y  do so 

without havlig a prearranged job in the city. 

I have to say "no". They don't A lot ofour young people, 
too, come in to Wmnipeg. ...I shouldn't say a lot, but some of 
them come in with the expecgtion OF going to a better 
school. You know. get a higher education. Maybe those 
people plan, but 1 would have to say that a majontp that 
come in probably have not Lined up any jobs, any 
emplo yment op portunities. 
(Mcile, 40-49) 

Pm not too sure, but I think probably the s m a r t  way to do it 
would be to arrange it. Beause 1 know sornetimes, too, some 
do come into the city because of jobs. Because they have a 
job h e d  up and they do move into the city for that reason. 
And rhere may be the odd tirne that they're just moving into 
the city for whatever reason- no reason at d. Just to be here. 
It's a varkd area, 1 guess. 
(Femaie, 20-29) 

In the case of young people who are c i r a .  kom Firjt Nations communities by the 

lure of an ucban lifkstyle, some participants thought that there was little or no planning 

involved. One man who had moved to the city as a teenager indicated that he had moved 

1 was jus t bored one dayy and I jus t said, "Who's coming with 
me to Winnipeg?" The guys looked. I said, "I'm leaving in a 
week." 1 moved down here with a hockey bag fi111 O€  clothes 



and two hundted dollars. Tha& aiI 1 had. 1 didn't even know 
where I was going to live 
me, 20-B) 

Most of the participants said rha~  while people may not have had much good 

information about what to expect in the city, many people akeady know people who live in 

the City* OFtcn, fàmily or acquaingnces provided suppoa for people when they moved into 

the city. &y of the partiapants Felt that, €or people who did not have %ends or hcdy in 

the city, Aboriginal otgmlatïons and othecs provided some help. 

Wd, there's a lot of Native oqpnizations, too. The Native 
communiey is actuaiiy pretty small, when you look at it. 
Everybody pretty much knows everybody. ... 1 know a lot of 
people because o€my family. And that happens Mth a lot of 
other h d e s ,  too- 
(Fernale, 20-28) 

A few people thought that, while there are a number of Abonginal service 

organizations in the UV that c m  help people with the adjustment to urban life, ofien people 

are unaware of them, or of the selpices that they provide. This feeling was evpressed by 

people who worked for such orgmintions, as weii as some who did not. 

6.6 Communication and Connections between Reseme and Urban Communhies 

The intemiew dan seemed to indicate diat it was usud For people who moved to the 

city to mainitun close contact with their people Li their home communities. Mmy 

participants mentioned making visits to relatives and fiends who remained on reseme, and 

some indicated that i t  was not unusud for people to corne to the city to visit them. In 

geneni, urban residents seemed to be knowledgeable about current conditions in t heu  

communities, indicating diat they mainmined a connection to those communities. 

There was also some interesthg information that %ose about the relationship 

between people who have moved to the city and those who remain in reserve communities. 



Most of the questions that were included in the Interview guide seemed to adequately 

address the research questions, and were understood by the participants. However, the 

section on mobility and communities presented a particuiar problem, and was valuable in 

that it exposed a misunderstancihg on the part of the researcher. The quesbcm a s h g  'In 

your opinion, is migration to or  Eom the ciy a problem for First Nations communities?" 

was not understood by most pacticipam, and most asked for clarification. The htent with 

this question was to determine whether too many people leavïng communities, or  too many 

people were moWig back front the ciq* caused problerns for locd services o r  infiastructure. 

When the intent of the question had been explained, most participants ansrnered in the 

negative. A Iarge nnumber of people laving the cornmunity, even if it were o dominant 

pattern, may not be a problem because O€ die high fertïiity on cesemes. In some cases, 

people indicated that there were some problems caused by large numbers of Biil C-31 

registrants demanding comrnunity semices or  housing. Other people interpreted the 

question as referring to o cornrnunity's responsibility for people who have moved to the 

city- They indicated that, in their opinions, young people moving to the city and becorning 

involved in crime or substance abuse were a pro blem for their cornrnunities. 

This question was duable in indicating that a loss OF population through migration 

was not seen as a problem by the participants. More imporhntly, it showed that the &tes of 

people who moved to the city were stïii a concern for their communities. This suggested 

that we should no t conceive oÇ Fit Nations communitïes as being similar to municipalities 

or nirai towns, as we had when this section of the guide was wcitten. While both Fit 

Nations cornmunities and rurd towns are responsible for similar semices and support for 

their residents, Miny First Nations are cornmunities c o n s i s ~ g  of a €ew extended families. 

Whereas a municipal govemment has only legai responsibilities For the town's residents, and 

these responsibilities are extended only to those who live in the comrnunity, members of a 

Fit Nation may feel responsibility for and ties to one wother that extend well beyond the 

geogmp hic community- 



6.7 Migration and Intcgmtion 

W1th the importance given bp the participants to community. fiends, and family in 

the reserve communities, it is pahaps not surprising that the Ievel of connectïon that 

people feel to a community may influence their WEelihood of 1e;iving o r  retuming to that 

community. Some people rnay faii uito a pattern O€ repeat movement because oCa lack of 

attachment to either comrnunity. This man suggested that the people who tended to move 

back to the community and to s a .  there were people who felt some kind of connection to 

the cornmunity, and who wanted to wotk to-d cornmuniy goals. On the other han& he 

thought that people who made many moves tended to be people who had m o n  tenuous 

connections to the comrnunity. 

The more stable a peaon seems to be, the higher the 
chances they are to return to the community, I find. Some of 
the people are living a r d  erratic Lifestyle. They'll wind up in 
Regina, Vancouver, or back Li the ci% oc they may even 
wind up back in the comrnunity for a while, but then they'll 
be gone agati. There's those people that do diat. I have a Cew 
people that do that. 
... and then there's othen diat have corne back and snyed. 1 

thhk that the rearons they stayed is they becme active Li 
the community, 
(IWzle, 4049) 

One man who had moved to the city said that one of the reasons that might have 

contributed to his Ieaving the reserve was that he Mt that he had some difficultg fitting in 

when he was younger, because he  had s Iighter complexion. 

Because ifs a smdl community, they knem 1 wasn't Méhs ... so 
the Métis didn't like me. Most of m y  cousins didn't l i k  me, 
so 1 ended hmging around with other white kids, Filipinos, 
black people. We had a littie group there. We were dl 
interrnixed. People used to bug us becuse we were kind of 
like outcasts, I guess. 1 got picked on by everybody- 1 was 
never white enough to be white, but never dwk enough to be 
Indian, too d u k  to be Métis- So, that's dso one of the 
rasons 1 le& 1 had a hard time fitting in. 
(Mde, 20-28) 



Some evidence of the importance of  integcation on mobility may be draran Eom 

some of the partiapana' experiencs wih residential schools. Four OC the participants 

indicated that their kt moves out of th& communities were to attend cesidentid schools. 

Some said that their experience in residential schools dismced them fiom theu 

communities and tfieir fàrdies- 

For me, I was away h m  my reserve since 1 went to 
boarding school since I was five o r  six y- old And then I 
didn't reaiiy want to go back there because there w;isn't 
anything there for m e  1 was a teenager when 1 ran a . y  
tFom the school. Then 1 just hung around in Wmnipeg, and I 
lived in a foster home. 
(Fernale, 4049) 

One man spoke of the existence of an urban Aboriginal community from which 

people could draw support. Howeveq he thought that most people living in the city did not 

become part of this community, that he saw as mostly being centred wound involvement in 

Aboriginal community and sem-ce ocganintions. He suggested chat iF more people couid 

become active in the urban community, they would FeeI less isolated in the ciy. 

O v e d ,  there was some suppoa found For the idea that the people who tend to 

lave the reserve community are those who are less integrated into t h  comrnunity- 

Comrnunity i n t e e o n  dso seemed to influence people's retum mobility. and the making 

of multiple moves. The hct  that rnost people szw circulac migration iis occurrïng primarily 

arnong the young might also be evidence that those who m&e multiple moves tend to be 

those whose econom-c and social ties to the reserve and city cornrnuniy are not stcong. 

However, whiie i n t e d o n  into the urban community mi@ decrease the iikelihood of 

retuming to one's home community* many O€ the participants who indicated diat they 

ptmned to return to their communities on retirement had been in the city €or years, and 

seemed to be well connected to the urban communitg, both economicdly and socidly. It 



may be that the arnount ofconnecüon to the home comrnunity is more important dian 

integration into the uhan comrnunity Li deteminhg wheher one wiil rehirn. 

6.8 Gender and Migration 

One of our research questions uns how one rmy account €or the higher migration 

to the atg among Aboriginal women, and whether women were more iikely than men to 

return- A question in the interrrikw guide duectiy asked the participants whether they 

thought that men or women were more WEely to movg o r  whether men and women tended 

to move for different reasons. Their impressions o f  the arnount of migration by gender 

were varieci, with some people responding diat more women moved to the àty, and other 

people who thought that men were more mobile. 

The most cornmon reason given that women may be more iikely to move to the city 

than men was that what jobs were available in reserve communities were mostiy unadable  

to women. 

WeiI, yeah, there's achidy ~ ~ i t h  the job postings that they 
have here (ii m y  comrnunity), I notice that a lot o f  them are 
geared towards men. L i e  with the housing, there's a lot of 
construction jobs, and there's a lot of, like, drywdïng, 
painting securiq at pow-wow the. Those are aü jobs for 
men, and there's r d y  nothing for women, iike there's no 
jobs for women iike th* eh? There's abays jobs that come 
up, because they have to build houses. So, I think lack of 
employment might be a reason that women lave. 
(Fernale, 20-29) 

I think, Li my comrnunity, ... the men ended up getting the  
jobs more thm the women. Or, the jobs that were created 
were more de-oriented. It wasn't jobs that bodi males and 
fernales could have, I think. Although, lately, we've had 
women working on construction. They found out they cm 
get more work done that wig, because the guys. before the 
women cune on site, they had o tendency to sit around and 
stuE like that, And now, they've got to work and show 
themselves what good men they are (Iaughs). 
(Male, 40-49) 



One wornan who had moved to the city also said that she thought that women were 

more IikeIy to take Nks than were men in her community, aIthough most O€ the jobs that 

were available in that community were ui the tïmber industry, and not, she thought, easilp 

filled by women. She thought that women were more likely than men to move to the city in 

order to get an education oc to look for work. Another woman told of  changes in the roies 

of  women in F k t  Nations communities, and that women have become more Iikely to 

education, and move were men. 

There's been a reverse in how women, their roles, and how 
they are undertaken withui the communiaes. And this 
happened quite a f i  y- ago when women made a 
conscious effort to go Forward and to receive higher 
education. So they're the professionds within the F i t  
Nations communities. More so than men. And right now, its 
the men that more or less control the political field. That's 
th& last stronghold. Very f i  women get into the politicai 
arena They're the teachers, they choose the programmes. 
... Women, because the? want to have a better job to provide 
for th& W y 7  usually nike the move. Men, to some extenq 
some of the younger ones now are goïng to school too ... 
(Female, 40-49) 

This view was, to some extenc corroborated by one man who saw that women had 

become more economically active, and more effective in finding employrnent and 

supporting children than were men. 

...I think the womm has more of  a role as provider in tod;igls 
society and that man has not adapted to that. When I say, 
"man", 1 mean the maie part of our society has not adapted 
to this. Women are out working now-.. and they're bringing 
in more money than the men, usudy. 
... 1 think that todayls society, the womm has gone even 
above and beyond what woman is traditiondy known to 
provide. 1 rnean, they go out there and they secure 
employrnent. and in a lot of instances, better employment 
than is usud (for men). 
(Male, 40-49) 



Besides movhg for employrnmt and education, it was suggested that the mobility O€ 

women rnay be more effected by a lack O€ h d t h  care in some remote cornmunities than 

the mobility o f  men. Some women said that women rnay come to the uty at least 

temporarily for treatrnent dated to childbearing o r  heaith problerns. 

Another reason that women may be more likely to lave  thek communities is to 

escape violence o r  abusive situations. Some f i l e  participants said that some women who 

were fàced with abuse or oioknce had linle choice but to lave the community and to come 

to the ciq. 

... another group that probably leaves the rural to come to the 
utp are women who are coming out of abuse situations, in 
terms of W y  violence. Those women who do come to 
urban centres for supports, or  whatever. So, they come with 
th& children, o r  they don't come with their children. It 
depends on theü situation. So, that's mother group of 
people who corne Lito the city. 
(Fernate, 4049) 

The women who mentioned that women rnay move for these reasons dso indicated 

that this group ofwomen typicaliy have ve y tittie support nvdable in the city, as they rnay 

have moved without much preparation or information, and the? m,îy have had to break ties 

with f h l y  members who could have been ofhelp to them f i e r  the move It was suggested 

that these women may h d  themselves in an especdy difficult situation, and m a .  not be 

able to retum to th& home comrnunity iÇthey have difficulties in the city. 

Not di OF the pah ipana  thought that women were more likely to move than were 

men. One woman and some men did not beiieve that this was the case. These men reported 

that, in their experience, more women tended to remah in the on-resetve comrnunity, while 

men would go to the city. One man suggested that young men were pechaps more 

susceptible to boredom on the reserve. Another betieved that, in mde-femde couples and 

fiunilies, men were inclined to go to the city in order to "scout" For emplopment prospects, 

and women may follow later. One young woman said that she did not know why women 

would be more likely to move thm men. 



The interviews did not provide much in€ormation about whether women were more 

likely than men to return home to their communities, &et movuig to the city. Most of the 

participants asked did not suggest gender as a making a signifiant ciifference in return 

migration. However, one Ç e d e  participant did suggest that women adapted more easilp to 

an urban lifityle, and were l e s  iikeIy to retum to theù communiües. 

6.9 Conclusions 

The interview participants proved a very cich source ~Cinfomation about migration 

between Fît  Nations and the city. They brought seved issues to out attention that had 

not been suggested in the literature, and confirmed some specu1;ctions that had been made 

about factors fiecting migration. For one, the effect oClo~d politics on the distribution of 

emplopent  and housing in some communities was thought by most participants to have 

some effect on mobility to the city, as weii as retum mobility. Also, h d t h  reasons were 

suggested as important motives for migration to a t i e~ ,  and thk had not been predicted bp 

the existing literature Thirdly, the participants indicated severai reasons why there may be 

more women migrating into the city thm men, includlig movement to escape abusive 

situations and the nature of employment opporrunities in F t s t  Nations communities. The 

intemiew participants dso spoke of a large amount oÇ circula. mobility, partkularly at 

younger ages. This is especially irnponang beciuse this pattern of movement cannot be 

captured adequately using the cross-sectional quantitative diin Retum migration on 

cetirement and cornrnuting between the mo communities were dso patterns of migration 

that were thought to be fru'rly common, but which we would not have predicted, based on 

the exïsting literature. 

We c m  consider these various patterns of mobilitp as sategies that diow people to 

reconcde the various benefits and drawbacks of the urban and the ceserve environmenes. 

The people who were interviewed Foc this smdy seemed g e n e d y  to renin strong 

connections to their communities of origin. Even those who had no intentions of returning 

often mentioned making visits to f~ends  or re1;itives who remahed at home, or having 

people corne to see h e m  in the ciy. These connections seemed to be renined by people 

who wece successful in establishing careers in the city, as weU as those who had Iess sable 



employment. Comrnuting berneen the two cornmunities, making periodic visits to &ends 

and fàndy, o r  simply retuming to one's home communicp, are all ways in which people may 

reconcile the benefits a d a b l e  in the city with those available in one's home 

comrnunity. For some people+ the benefits of living in the home cornmuniq, c o m p d  to 

the difficulaes encountemd in the city, rnay lead them to return home, perhaps in order to 

provide a bettet environment €or th& children. Peop te who have enjoyed considerable 

succas in the àty, and have remained there, may consider retuming home at retiremen& in 

order to enjoy ttre various benefits O€ livÏng in a Fit Nations community- People who 

would not like to live back in their home communities, beause the conditions that led h e m  

to leave, had not been corrected, rnight s till be in contact with people who remained in the 

cornrnunity, although they would not move back themselves. Each O€ these patterns, as wd 

as the making of periodic cucular moves, are &bIe shtegies For reaping the benefits of 

eadi cornrnunity, and can be thought of in the context O €  a system of migration that 

includes both qpes of community, and in which the pmicip;uia have &ly good 

information about the advaneiges and disiidvanmges oÇIiving in each location. 



ter 7. Conclusions and Discussion 

This research project had as its aim to Licrease our understanding O€ the process of 

migration bemxxxi Fat h\-E--- , ut.. ,..uïunities --- ziîd Pmkie &es, and tu fit this m-gratiuft 

into a broader theoretical context It was pcùaaeily ïnterested in the large amount of return 

migration arnongst those who make the primary move to the city, as well as in circulai 

migration, or the making of  multiple rnoves between the two areas. Thae patterns of 

mobility had so &r received linle attention, dthough the results of this study provide 

evidence that both are important components of this migration s u e a m  

R e m  Mi&ntion and Numu, Capital 

One of the research questions was whether those who retumed to their home 

cornrnunities f i e r  living in the city are different kom those who did no t retum, in terms of 

socïoeconornic status and demograp hic characteristics. The humm capital model sugges ts 

that migration is prirnarilp an economic phenornenon, and that people make migration 

decisions on the basis of rational cost-benefit analyses. As such, people's decisions are 

afFiected by their personai characteristics. According to the human capitai model, people 

with lower education or income levels are more likely to retum home f i e r  moving-, because 

of dificulties in h d i n g  employrnent &er the move. Retum migration, seen fiom the 

perspective of human capital, is basicdy a corrective move, that folIows a lack of economic 

success in the host community. 

In the multivariate modeIs, we have found litde evidence that those who retum to 

First Nations communities and those who cemain in the city are different Ui t e m  of 

persond characterïstics. Educition and incorne were not clezrly rehted to the likelihood of 

an individual having retumed, and labour Force activity seems unrelated to retum migration? 

suggestlig that people who rehirn home tend not to be doing so because of an ïnability to 

h d  work in the city. There was some evidence that people who moved to Fint Nations 

communities from CMAs tended to have lower incomes than those who remained in the 

city, but we cmnot be sure i€ this is a a u s e  of migration to cesemes. or a result of movïng 

to communities with litde economic oppomnities. On the whole, the results of the 



m u I t i d t e  modeIs indicate that for the most p- people who retumed to First Nations 

afier movbig to Prairie Qtles are not much different kom those who remauied in the City. 

However, the human capial mode1 does not onIy include the econornic cos6 and 

returns of migration. Sjaatstad (1962) recognized that people take into account h o r s  su& 

as proirimiv to &ends and h d y ,  dtnatc and other "psychic factors". The importance O€ 

these non-econornic fàctors Li peopte's decision-rnakïrtg was quite evident kom the 

qualitative interviews. mile labour market conditions certainly were important in some 

people's decision to retum to a ieu  home communities, intem-ew participants saÏd that there 

was also return mobility because of concems about aime and other s o d  conditions in the 

city, and in order to be dose to the supports of fiiends and h d y ,  among other reasons. As 

well, while rnany people move to the city in order to gnin access to the wider job market, o r  

to get education, we have seen that there are other motivations for making the initiai 

primary move. Pro bably the most important h d i n g  is that people appear to move in bo th 

directions For reasons that are Far fiom purely economic. According to the intem-ew 

participants, people also lave F i t  Nations communities for reasons such as a chronic lack 

of housing on reserves, lack of eady available h 4 t h  care, and politicai distribution of 

employment in comrnunities. Given that people do not move to the city for purely 

economic reasons, it would be reasonable to conclude that their reasons for returning may 

also not be closely related to their economic situation in the Qty. 

Gmder, F d y  Status, and M(ption 

Just as socioeconornic status mrhbles, f d y  st;itus variables also were not round to 

have much eFÇect on the iikelihood that an individuai had returned to a First Nation ahet 

moving to a Qty- Those who were k e d  or living in common-law relationships seem to 

be more iikely to have moved to a reserve Erom a CMA, but as with income, i t  is difticult to 

interpret this hding because we c;innot know whether maritai status changed because of 

the move, or was a tactor leading to the move. While fimilies wïthout children were not 

more likely to have moved to a reserve &;in those with children, there was a lot of evidence 

given in the interviews that people Qke the htures OF theü children into account when they 

decide to rnove. Crime in the cïty was a cornmon concern, and several thought that 



Aboriginal communities were safer places in which to bring up chiidren. On the other han4 

people ais0 move to the üty for the benefit ottheir children, in order to avoid various social 

probiems on resemes, and to give them economic and educationd opportunities that may 

not be availabie at home. 

Concems for chiIdren miet be a more cornrnon reason for women to move than 

for men. Some evidence for this was provided by the APS data, as weii as by the interpieus. 

However, women were not more likely to have rnoved to ceserves than were men, despite 

the higher number ofwomen in urban ~~, and the higher amounts of fernale migration to 

cities. The interview parricipana did no2 on the whoie, seem to Feel that women had a 

more difficult tome in the city than men- It seems as though more women rnay move to 

chies because o€a Iack of jobs in First Nations communities that ;ire considered appropriate 

for women- A predominance of construction, maintenance, and prirnay resource-sector 

jobs on reserves was thougtit by the interview participants to lead more women to move to 

the city in order to seek employment. If this is the case, it suggests that programmes and 

initiatives that are designed to promote economic development in Fkt Nations 

communities should saive to create employrnent oppomnities for women as weiI as those 

for men. 

Community Integntion and Mgration 

It had been suggested in the e x i s ~ g  litenture on m - p t i o  that those who lave a 

community tend to be those whose socid links to that community are Itçs stxong. 

Goldscheider (1971) has suggested that this is the underlying reason that migration taka 

place pnmanly among Young adula, who are at a stage where they have a less mensive 

network of socid connections to their communities. This project sought to detemine the 

importance of community integration in the process O €  retum migration to First Nations 

communities. In the r n ~ l t i ~ a t e  models, retention of an Aborigind Imguage was included 

Y a rough proxy for connection to community. As with the other maables, ianguage 

retention was meilsured afier return moves would have taken place, so i t  is impossible to 

know if the respondents' knowledge O€ the lmguage had changed as a result O€ having 

moved to an Aborigind community. However. to the extent that the knowledge of an 



Aboriginal Ianguagp does indicate a higher levei o f  connedon to a community, its indusion 

in the model did demonstrate that people who had more social connections to the 

Aboriginal communiy were more kely to have lefi the city for a ceserve cornmunitp. This 

was largeIy corroborated by the interpiew participants, who told of the importance of 

extended Edmiles in Abonginai cornmunicies. Some of those who did not return to their 

home communities Lidicated that the? made this decision pardy because they had strong 

ties to the adopted urban community. This seemed to be especidy the case €or those who 

had married someone outside theu own community, and €or whom the s o d  ties to the 

urban community m*&t be as strong as to their home communities. Others mentioned that 

th& ties to dieu communities and to their fiundies had been severed by their experiences as 

young people in residentiai schools. The people who mentioned this in the inteaaews 

seemed to be iess Likely to want to return to their communitks as aduits. I t  would seem as 

though, in the case of migration berneen F k t  Nations and Pnine cities, the strength of 

socid netwurks in the city and the home community are important considecations in 

people's migration decisions, 

~ C U I i u ~ t i b n  

This study also set out to investigate the amount of circular migration that occun 

betsveen the IWO areas. The participants in the quaiitative intemïews did indicate t h a ~  in 

dieu opinions, circular migration between the two a r s  was cornmon, especially for 

younger people. However, the multim-ate model that was constructed to predict circular 

m-gration does not appear to have accurately d e h e d  those who made multiple moves 

between the ciq and Fkst Nations communities. The model Found that people who had 

two homes in two diffierent comrnuniûes, o r  who made more than two moves between the 

two aras  in the p s t  year, tended to be older people with higher income and eduation 

levels. This suggests that the model captuced the associated with havïng two homes 

bener thm the determinmrs of  circular migntion. 

This study was concemed with the amount of planning that goes into migration 

decisions. The Litemiew participants were OC mked opinion about the extent to which 

retum and NcuIar moves were planned Li advance. It seems reasonable to conclude that at 



least some of those who move to the city, do so with the knowledge that they rnay d e  a 

return move in the hure ,  

The intemiews did indicate that commuting might be a common pattern of mo bilicp 

between the IWO areas. Many people indicated that being able to comrnute betraeen theu 

communities and the city wouid be a desirable situation. This hding corroborates 

suggestions that had been made in the exishg literature, It also provides some indication of 

the pains to which people wili go in order to balance the ambivalent attractions of 

employment in the aty and OF hnily and comrnunity at home. 

Mi&mtibo and Honwtion 

There was some information obmined about the amount and quality of information 

that people have about the ci$ before they mdse the decision to move. The interrriew 

participants genetally ùiought that good information about what to expect in the cirp was 

lacking, an that this could lead some people to decide to ren..cn. However, mmy people said 

that those who move to the city ofken know people there, who are a potenaal source of 

help and support in the uty. There also seemed to be a lot of urban people who would visit 

their home communities from t h e  to tirne, and who would receive visiton in the city. This 

suggests that there is a reasonabIe amount of communication between the urban and 

reserve communities. People did describe many difficulties in adjusmient to Life in the cicg 

that are expenenced by migrants, however. Some described the evperience of mowlg to the 

city as positively fightening. despite having some infomtion about what to expect. T t  may 

be that the kind O €  information that is i m p o m t  to being ab1e to successfüiIy tlnction in 

the city is not easily hansmitted by those who have been there to those who have not. 

Information about where to go to access services rnight be relatively easy to pass on, while 

it might be difficult to prepare someone For the noisî crime, and Iack of comrnunity 

support that the? could find on arrivai to in the city. 

I t  might be helpful to consider migration betrpeen First Nations and Prairie cities as 

composing a migration system, in which there is a hir m o u n t  of inForrnation a d a b l e  

about the two areas, and in which the pmkipant~ may move in order to rni~uimize the 

utility of each area. This is the approach suggested by Lurie (1967) to euplin cucular 



migration between First Nations and urban areas it is also similar to the ccambivaien~~'' that 

Cordeil., Grego y, and Pkhe (1996: 314). describe as occurring in the West Atncan contact. 

As in the AlnAlncan case, migrants to cities fiom k t  Nations feel the pull of the community 

O€ origin, whde the city represents a labour market that does not exkt in Aboriginal 

comrnunities. However, as we have noted, people do not h y s  lave Aboriginal 

communities for employrnent, but for a number oÇ different rasons. People seem to move 

between the two areas in order to balance di of the various benefits and disadvanmges that 

each of these communitks represent. The advanmges that c m  be  gnined by moving are 

parhcular to each reseme community, and to mch individuai's situation. Depending o n  the 

community, people might feel sder  in their home comrnunity, o r  they may €eeI that the city 

is a better environment A lack of houslig k an important disadvincage to living Li some 

communities, but is not a problem in others. What seems to be the case is that migrants are 

more or  less a . e  of the benefits to be had in each ares, and u n d e d e  moves to rnaximize 

these benefits in different ways. 

Lunirations of tlûk study and SuggesnOns h r  Fu- R e s e d  

Future research would be gceatly aided by the availability of better data o n  the 

mobility of Aboriginal people irr Canada This research was severely limited by the stmcture 

of the retrospective mobiiity questions in the 1991 Aboiginai People' Sumey- The 

restriction of the retrospective m i e t i o n  questions in the sumey questionnaire to those 

moves made wkhin the 1ast year severely hampered our ability to identig people who had 

tmly made multipie moves becareen the city and an Aboriginal community. While 

reaospective data are never perfect, and necessarily rely heavily on mernories of events that 

may have occurred a number of years ago, a retrospective suwey xkng people to recd 

their mobility history would d o w  a much better identification of? those who had made 

circular moves. I d d y ,  a retrospective mobility surrrey would include questions about the 

respondents' employment and marid histories as weii, so that chmges in other important 

characteristics could be linked to their mobiiity in such a way that causal order could be 

assumed (DaVanzo, 1981). This would signifimtly irnpmve our abiii ty to investigate the 



fàcron that affect mobüity berneen Füst Nations and P&*e citïes, without incurrïng the 

expense o f  longitudinai data coiiection. 

As weU, fiinire attempts to model berneen Fit Nations and urban 

centres should indude better measures of the distance betraeen the cïty and particular 

reseme cornmunities. mile Our multivariate models predicüng mipaon at  the individual 

level induded rough pcoxies for die effect OF distance on migration, the qualitative 

interviews made dear the importance of distance in the migration process. As weii as 

distance. other geographic Factors such as the presence o f  road access, seem to be 

important to indude in order to correcdy specifp an individual model o f  mobility. 

As judged by the resuIts of  our models, c h ~ c t e r i ~ t k s  of individu& do not seem to 

be o f  much use in predictïng renirn migration to Fi t  Nations cornrnunities. Besides the 

distance berneen the ciaes and various communities, models should be constmcted that test 

the effects of other community characteristics on migration. While an individual's labour 

force participation rnight not have an effect on  his o r  her mi-gmtion, it may be that the 

employrnent a d a b l e  in a Fit Nations communities has a significmt effect on the arnount 

of migration that occurs berneen those comrnunities and urban cenues. Other community- 

level factors such as the presence of  healdi cnre and educationd Fadities should be 

incorporated in order to f o m  a complete picture of the community conditions that atrect 

migration, including those that have been suggested by those intervïewed for this study. 

Besides constructing more complete models, there are Further research questions 

that arise from these hdingp. One of  the research questions that was not fuiiy addressed 

was the extent to which cLm1ar migration is intentionai. Because we were not able to select 

a sarnple of interview participants who had made return or multiple moves between the ~o 

areas, we could not Euily investigate the process of circular migntion. Circular mobility 

appears to be a very important comportent of migration on the Prairies, as indimted by the 

perceptions of the interview participants. Besides trying to nccurately measure the amount 

of circular migration, which would require better qumtintive data, it  is important that 

rsearchers trp to undentand why people d e  multiple moves. and the extent to which 

they are planned as a iife strategy. 



The interpiew participants made i t  ciear that W y  considerations were ofien 

important in migration decisions. People tidicated that people m a .  move in order to 

ïrnprove the quaiity of life of theu children, oc to be near to the supports of extended 

fâmily. Howeveq this reseatch was conducted widi the individud as the Ievei of analysis. It 

has been suggested that decisions are ofien made in a F d y  context, and that 

migration rnay be seen as a strategy for irnproving the situation of the W y  (Hugo, 1998). 

Select members of  the tamily may rnove permanentiy or temporarily, in order to maxunize 

earnligs, receive education, o r  to develop sociai contacts that di be of benefit to die entire 

M y .  If migration between Fmt Nations communities and urban centres is seen as a 

strategy to maximite the b e n e h  offered by each ara,  it is important to consider whether 

these benefits are best seen as accnrlig to an individual, or in terms of ii hmily strategy- 

Future resmch should attempt to determine the extent to which decisions to move 

between these two areas are taken in a F d y  conteut. 

If retum and ckcu1ar mobility are as important components of the ovedi  migration 

streams betraeen F k t  Nations and dies  as they appear to be, it is not enough that we try to 

measure the amount of migration of these types. It does not appear that people who move 

back to theu home communities are much different in t e m  OF age, gender, or 

socioeconomic status than those who do not move, and so the composition of 

communities is not much affected by return m-ption- However, hwing a large number of 

people moving into and out of a community rnight S & O U S ~ ~  affect the iibility of that 

comrnunity to build social and economic networks. In the case of F k t  Nations 

communities, many of which are struggling to implement s u s ~ b l e  econom-c 

development programmes, and which may be Exhg a number O€ social problems, having a 

Iarge number of people moving into and out of the community might negatively affect these 

efforts. As well, in urban areas, large population turnover may make i t  dificult for service 

agencies to promote a Feeling of community within the city. Having determined that retum 

and clcular migration are important elements of migration benveen Fit  Nations and 

PçaVie cities, we must now investigate the anys in which these migration patterns affect 

communities and develo pment. 
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This research project is about the migration of Aboriginal people betineen reserves and 
prairie cities, In particuiar, we are interested in the extent to which peopIe who move to 
cities rehirn to di& places OC binh. These questions d mostly be about your perceptions 
of diis movement between reserves and ciàes, and the reasons that people move. AU 
responses are anonyrnous and confidential. As weU, any Aboriginal cornrnunities that you 
rnay name will not be named in the research report, Eany questions are too personai, please 
tell me and I d pass over them. Muiy of the questions may seem Wre the answers are 
obvious, but we are interested in anything that you M ' t  have to tell us. You are ceaainly 
kee to ask questions at any thne Thank you very much for your participation in this 
pro ject. 

al. In general, why do you think that people move fiom reserves and Aboriginal 
communities to cities? 

a2 What do you think are the most common reasons for movïng to the city? 

Probe: Do people move to tind a job, to get marrieci, because of a Iack of housing at home, 
or because O € better avdability of semices, as examples? 

Probe: Are there times in life when people are more prone to move? 

a3. What do people see as advmtilges to living in the city? 

Probe: Disadvan tages? 

a4- O n  the other hand, what are the advanmges O € living on a reserve? 

Probe: Disadvmtages? 



a5. Do most people who leave home move to cities, or are there other places ro which 
people are iikeIy to move? 
(O ther communities, nid areas, other provinces, the United States?) 

a6. What do you thhk are the I;ugest problems that people who move to the city are hced 
with once there? 

a7. Do people usualiy know people kom their home comrnunity who had previousiy moved 
to the City? 

Probe: Do people rnake use of contacts that they have in the aty, or do they tend to "go it 
done"? 

as. How accurate do you think people's in€ormation is about what to expect in the city 
before they lave home? 

Probe: do they know what to espea  in terms of job adability, the presence o f  community 
within the àty! 

Probe: Do people oken arrange things like housing and employrnent be€ore they lave  
home, or do they do this once they are in the city? 

a9. What iç the adjusment to living in the city like for most people? 

Probe: are there cemin types of people for whom this process is more or less difficult? 

aI0. Do people ofien retum home afrer moving to the cïty? 

d l .  For those people who do return home, what do you think are common reasons for 
returning? 



a l 2  What do you think Ïs the most important reason for moving home? 

Probe: Are thece specific times in lite when people are more prone to cemm home? 

Probe: What are the a h t a g e s  to movùig home? Disadvanmges? 

Probe: What are the advantages to s tayïng in the city? Disadvanmges? 

a13, Some writers have indicated that peopIe who Ieave to go to the City ofien don't intend 
to smy th- In your experience, do people who move to the city ofien intend to l ave  €or 
good, or  do they plan to return home? 

a14. Do people who return often make another move to the City? 

B. Mobility and Communïties 

bl. In your opinion. 1s m-gration 
communities? 

to and fiorn the uty a pro blem for Firs t Nations 

Probe: Are there too many people leaving or too mmy people moving to back resemes? 
Does this cause problems? What h d  of problerns does it cause? 

b2. What do you think that governrnents, including Aborigind governrnents, could do to 
help solve these problerns? 

C. Personal Mobility history: 
1 would now Iike to ask you some questions about your own penonal mobility experiences. 
Please let me know iFa question is too personai, and we un skip over it- 

cl. How long have you lived in this cornmunity/city? 



c 2  Where have you lived, before you came here? 

Probe: in what order did you live in these places? 

Probe: Were there tirnes that you may have iived in two places at once? 

c2aWhen did you move between @Ern A) and @k B)? 

What reasons do you remember havingwhen you made chis move? 

What do you th* was the most important reason? 

c2b. When did you move belmeen phce B) and @hue C)? 

What reasons do you remember havingwhen you made this move? 

What do you think aras the most important reason? 

~3.1~ this the k t  time that you have lived here, or had you lived here before? 

c4. Did you have relatives or fiiends who were living here before you m e ?  

c5. Were there O ther phces that you were c o n s i d e ~ g  moving to before you came here? 



c6. Did you have unplopent  arranged before you came to the city? 
If not, did you have difficulty hdingwork? 

c7. Have you considered movïng back home? 
Probe: did you intend this move to be permanent? 
In what situation would you consider moving home? 

c8. D o  you thïnk you wiii move back home? 

D. Demographic Information: 

dl. Age group: 

-LeMy Married (and not sepmted) 
Separated ,  but not l@y mm-ed 

Divorced - 
W~dowed - 
Never mvried (single) - 

d3A: Are you livingwith a comrnon-law péutner? 

d4. Number of children: 



Number of children living at home: 

Age range OC childm 

dS. Occupation: 

d6. Totai yearly Income: 

-$O 
Less than $1,999 - 
$2,000-$9,999 - 
$1 0,000-$19,999 - 
$20,000-$39,999 - 
$tO,OOO and over - 

d9. Were you registered under Bill C-31 (1985 Amendment)? 
Yes No - 

d10. Are you a member ofan Indian Band or Ficst Nation? 

d. 11. What languages, other than English or French, c m  you speak well enough to conduct 
a conversation? 

None - 
Specifjr O ther hnpages 

d l 2  What language do you sp& most ofien at home? 
Engiish - 
French - 
Other (specie) 

d13. What is the langiage that you k t  Ieamed at home in childhood and sti i l  undersad? 

Engiish - 
French - 
Other (SpeciQ) 



El= Have pou been Lving in bis raidence aii pour iife? By residence I mean the 
house, apartment unic mobiie home, etc. where you are living. 

1- Yes &o fo E7J 
2 No 

Have you h e d  Li this cm-dence for the pst 12 months? 
1. Yes 
2 No & fo E3) 

E2.2a: When did you move to this cesidence? 
(Indicate Month, Year, or "Don't know/canJt remember") 

E2.2b: Why did you move to this residence? 
uong answer, or  ''Don't know, can't remember") 

When you moved here, ciid you move Çrom mother residence.. . 
1. in this same neighbourhood? 
2 in this community but not this neighbourhood? 
3. in a ciiffirent comrnunitp in Canada? (specïEy) 
4- ouoide Canada? (speciCg) 
6. Don't know, cm't remember- 

When did you move to this cesidence? 
(Indicate Month, Year, or "Don't know/cmJt remernber") 

Why did you move to this residence? 
(long mswer, or "Don't know, can't rimember") 

When you moved here, did you move Çrom mother residence.. . 
1. in this same neighbourhood? 

2. in this comrnunity but not this neighbourhood? 
3. in a different community in Canada? (specïfy) 
A outside Canada? (speciEy) 
6- Don't know, cm't remember. 

Did you d e  any other moves in the I a s t  12 months? 
1- Yes 
2 No k o  CO E7) 



When did you move to dus residence? 
@chte Month, Year, or 'non't Lnow/can3t remunber'') 

Why ciid you move to mis resicience? 
(iong answer, or 'mon't know, can't remember") 

When you moved here, dïd you move fiom another residence. .. 
1. in this same neighbourhood? 
2 in this community but not this neighbourhood? 
3. in a diffierent cornmunirp in CamcW (specifi) 
4- outside Canada? (specik) 
6. Don't know, m't remember. 

E5: Did you make any other moves in the 1st 12  months? 
1. Yes 
2 No &O zo E7) 

E5.5a: When did you move to this cesidence? 
(Indicate Month, Y-, or 'non't know f an't  remember") 

E5.5b: Why did you move to this residence? 
(long mswer, or 'mon't know, can't remember") 

E5.5c= When you moved here, did you move kom another residence.. . 
1. in this same neighbourhood? 
2 in this community but not this neighbourhood? 
3. in a different comrnunity in Canada? (speciCy) 
4. outside Cd? (specifji) 
6. Don't know, cm't remember. 

E6: Did you make any other moves in the 1st 12 months? 
1. Yes 
2 No 

E6.6a: How mmy other moves did you make in the last 12 months? 
(Number of moves, or 'Don't know, m't remember") 



çpecinc reasoiu moved to thU noidence (Questions E2.2b, E33, E4.4b, E5.5b) 

&onten,t: Code 

Family reasons 
Cornmunity/location reasons 
Schoohg o f  respondent 
Schoohg o f  someone else 
Emplopent reasons- respondent 
Employment reasons- other 
Health reasons- respondent 
Health reasons- other 
New house 
It was provided @y Band) 
Better than previous housing 
Personal preference/reasons 
AÇÇordability 
Need 
Reseme housing unadabIe 
Old home uninhabitable 
Incarceration 
Do not know 
Rehsed 
Other 
Blank/no response/no comment 

Source: 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Sumey Codebook. 




