
Foreword 
 
This book has been prepared as a quick reference for participants in the US and Canadian 
commercial fishing industry. The book focuses on species that account for more than 99.6 
percent of the total landed value of marine and freshwater, finfish and shellfish, in the US and 
Canada.  
 
Eighty different species have been chosen to represent major seafood groups under “approved” 
market names (e.g., anchovy, cod, grouper, hake, clam, crab, shrimp, etc.) as defined in the 
publication “The Seafood List.” Using these chosen species, the book sheds light on other related 
species that comprise the same, or related, market name or common name designations. In total, 
several hundred species are introduced and discussed - almost all the commercially significant 
species landed in the US and Canada.  
 
The book provides a pro forma summary of the major factors affecting the highlighted species 
including, for example; terminology, physical identification and differentiation, habitat range, 
fishing methods, landing trends, commercial uses and forms, spawning behaviour and life cycle. 
Where appropriate, the book also identifies real or potential threats to a fishery; conservation 
initiatives; aquaculture initiatives; impact of recreational fishing; government regulations or 
advisories; processing methods; under-utilized species and unique species characteristics.  
 
Market information is often deficient without clear identification and understanding of the 
species being discussed. Similarly, scientific information on species often lacks important 
perspectives on economic impact and market presentation. The integrated approach taken in this 
book facilitates a quick and comprehensive (if not detailed) understanding of the state of the 
major commercial fisheries in the United States and Canada.  
 
To accomplish “cradle to grave” species identification is no easy matter, especially as conflicts 
and duplications in species nomenclature are still rife, particularly in the use of common names. 
This hampers the integrity of both economic and scientific research efforts, as well as the 
transparency of commercial transactions.  The book tackles species identification issues head-on. 
 
The author’s approach was to match the preferred market name and common name of 
fish/shellfish species as identified in “The Seafood List” to the scientific names of the species as 
verified in the Integrated Taxonomic Information System (ITIS). The US-sponsored ITIS 
database for scientific names, as with the “The Seafood List,” is based on North American-wide 
input. Hence, the species identification terminology used in this book is compatible with the 
most recently approved usage in North America, but may not equate with other conventions. For 
example, species of finfish were cross-referenced with the “Fishbase” database and many 
differences in nomenclature, particularly in preferred common names, were noted, and included 
here.  
   
Like language itself, existing or local custom often prevails over science and some fish/shellfish 
nomenclature issues will probably never be entirely resolved.  For example, it is unlikely that 
lake trout or brook trout will ever be widely known (or marketed) as “char” [“charr” in Fishbase] 
even though this may be a more appropriate name. Further, the true significance and/or value of 



many fish called, for example, “bass,” “butterfish,” “hake,” “seatrout,” “snapper,” “pompano,” 
“porgy,” etc., is actually disguised when these names duplicate the true species approved under 
these labels. Rockfish are legally marketed as snapper on the West Coast, while Greenland turbot 
is often marketed as halibut in Boston. Some species of whelk and clams have no preferred 
common name at all. Even statistical information can be confused when two very different 
species, such as Atlantic pollock and walleye pollock, are both reported just as “Pollock;” or 
different freshwater species (e.g., lake herring) are reported with the marine herring species.  
Blackback flounder and gray sole are designated common names, but are not presently found 
under these headings of statistical landings in North America; neither is kingfish in the US, nor 
whiting in Canada; although landings for all of these species exist.   
 
This book makes a serious attempt at clarifying issues of species identity so that the reader can 
quickly appreciate and connect issues of larger importance appropriately. This effort is aided by 
almost 100 illustrations of key species and a comprehensive index that is organized to reflect 
market names, common names, scientific names and common aliases. Multi-lingual names are 
also included in the text.  Hence, the book is a valuable tool to industry and government 
decision-makers, as well as researchers and educators, involved in the North American fisheries. 
 
 
 
    
 


