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CONFEDERATION RESOLUTIONS. o \
v Tho following speech was delivored on February 8th, 1865, imme-
diately after w reading of the Order of tho Day for resuming the
debate on the resolution for a union of the British North Amgrican o
colonies. * Its delivory was frequently interrupted by the, hearty ,
cheers of the House, and at its conclusion Mr, Brown rcsum’c\d his o
seat amid loud and continued applause, o N .

Hox. Grorar Browx rose and said : It is with noordinary gratification
I'riso to address tho House on this occasion. 1 cannot help feeling that  ~ «
‘ /iho strugglo of half a lifetimo for constitutional reform—the agitations in ’
/ the country, and the fierco contests i this.chamber—the strife, and the
discord and the abuso of mauny 'years=aro all componsated by the great-
schome of veform which is now in your hands, Tho Attorney-Cioferal for |
‘Upper Canada, as well as the Attornoy-General for Ibwcr Canada, in
addressing the Houso last night, were anxious to have it understood
tlmb\‘lns schemo for uniting British America under ono governmenit is
something different froi ““representation by population '—is something
“different from **joint authority "~but is in fact . the vory schemo of the
© gobernment of which thoy were members in 1858, - Now, it ‘s all very
,well that my honourgble friends should receive evedit for the large share -
they have contributed towards maturing the measurs before the House ;
but I could not help reflecting while they spoke, that if this was thent
very schems in 1838, tho} suceceded wondorfully in botthing it up from’ all
the world except themselves, and 1 could not help regretting that wo had
$o wait tILIS6 until this mysterious plant of 1838 was forced to froition,
For myself, I caré not who gets the credit of this schemo-«-I belicve it
containg the'best features of all the suggesteons that have heen made in the
last ten years for the settlement, o, ong troublos ; and the whole feeling in my
mind now is ong of joy and tlmn_kfuln‘osu that there were found men of posis
tion and influence in Canada.who, at¥a pnement of serious ertsis, had nerve v
and patriotism cnough to cast aside pdtieal partisanship, to banish per-
sonal considerations, and white for the accomplishment of a llw;\s‘nl‘c‘ 80
wipht with advantage to their common country. It was a bold stopin.the
thei&xisting state of public Teeling for many members of the Hause to vote d
for the constitutional committeo moved for by me last session it wasa -
very bold stop for many of the members of that committee to speak and
vote caundidly upon it-—~it was & still bolder thing for many to place their
v uames to the roport that emanated from that committee—but it was an
{  infinitely boldey step for the gentlomen who now oceupy these treasyvy
benches, to brave the misconceptions and suspicions that wouldgeertainly
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attach to the act, and enter the same government. And it is not to be
denied that such a coalition demanded no ordinary justification, " But who
does not feel that evoryyone of us has to-day ample justilication and -
reward for all wo did in tﬁe document now under discussion ? . But seven

“short months have passed away sinco the coalition government was formed,

yot already are we submitting n sclheme well-weighed and matured, for

the crection of a futuro empire—a schemo which has boen received at home
’

and abroad with alniost universal approval, *

I

Hox. Mr. Hovtox (ironically): Heat, hoar ! A

Hox, Mr. Browx : My honourable friend dissonts from that, but is it
Possible truthfully to dony it ? Has it not been approved and endorsed by
the govcfhmeuts of five separate colonies ?  Has it not received the all but
unanimous nppi'O\:al.()f the press of Canada ? Has it not been heartily ah
uncquivoylly endorsed by the clectors of Canadn ? My honourable frien

opposite ¢gries ** No, no,” Lut I 32y ‘' Yes, yes.” ‘Sinco tho coalition was

formed, and: its polioy of federal union announced, there have beon no

fower thai twenty-five parliamentary elections—fourteen for members of
the Upper House, and_eleven for members of tho Lower House. At tho
fourteen Upper l[ous’o)cf){hfs, but three candidates dared to show them.
selves betore the people in opposition to the government scheme ; and of
these, two were rejected, and one—only one—succeeded in findjng o seat,
At the cleven contests for the Lower House, but one candidateton either
side of i)olitics venturetl to opposo the schome, and I hiope that eveh ho
will yet cast his voto in favour of confederation, Of thes twenty-fivo ~
clectoral contests, fourteon wero jn Upper Canada, but ot at ono of them
did a candidato appear in opposition to oyt schome, And let 1t be ‘observed
how largo a portion of tho country chso twenty-five olectoral districts
ombraced. 1t is truo that the oloven Lower Houso elections only included
that number of counties, but the fourteen Upper House olections embraced
no fower than forty countie® Of-the 130 constituoncics, therefore, mto
which Canada is divided for ropresentation in this chamber, not fower
than fifty have been called on sinco our scheme was announced to pro.
nounco at the polls their verdiet upon it, and at the wholo of them hut
four candidates o both sides of politics ventured to givo it opposition,

Was I not vight then in asserting that the olectors of Canada had, in
the most marked mannor, pronounced in favour of tho schemo? And will
honourable gentlemen deny that the people gud press of Great Britain
have received it with acclamations of approval ?-—-that the governmont of
England has cordially endorsed and accopted it?-—ay, that oven the press
and@ho public men of the United States have spoken of it with a doyreo of
respect they nover beforo accorded to any colonial movement? I venture
to assort that no schemo of eqnal magiitude, over placed before the world,
wag received with higher eulogiums, with moro universal approbation, than
the measure wo havo now the Pleasur®f submitting for tho accoptanco of
the Canadian parliament.  And no higher culogy could, Lithink, Lo pro-
nounced than that I heard a few weoks ago from the hps of ono of the
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foremost of British statesmen, that the system of government we propbsed

secmed to him a happy compound of the best features of the British and
Awerican constitutions. And woll might our present attitude in Canada
arrest the earnest attention of other countries, Hore is a peoplo composed

of two distinct races, speaking difforent languages, “with roligious and .
" social and municipal and educational institutions totally different ; with

scctional hostilities of such a character as to render govornment for many
years woll nigh impossible ; with a copstitution 8o unjust in the view of
one section as to justify any resort to enforce a remedy, nd yet, here

we sit, pationtly and temperately discussing how theso great evils and

hostilities may justly and amicably be swept away forover. . We are en-
deavouring to adjust harmon ously gréater ditliculties than have plunged
other countrics into all the horrors of civil war. Wo are striving to do
peacefully and satisfactorily what Holland and Belgium, after years of
strifo, were unable to acéomplish, Wo are seeking by calin discussion to
settle questions that Austria and Hungary, that Denmark and Germany,
that Russia and Poland, could only crush by the ivon heel of armed force.
Wo ard“seoking to do without fo.'oigl\l interventio that which deluged in
blood the sunny plains of Italy., Wo are striving to scttlo forever issucs
hardly loss momentous than those that have rent the neighbouring republic
and aro now oxposing it to all ths horpors of civil war.  Have wo not then
great cause of thankfulness that we have found a better way for the solu-

" tion of our troubles than that which has entailed on other countries such

deplorable results?  Aud should not overy ono of us endeavour to rise to
the magnitude of the oceasion, and carnestly seck to deal wath this ques

y spirit in which, so far,
it has beon discussed ? - .

The sceno presented by this ¢hamber at this moment, 1 venture to

aflicm, has fow parallels in history, Ono hundred years have passed away

" since these provinces becamo hy conquest part of tho British Empire. . I

speak in no boastful spirit—I desiro not for a nmmont&o excito a painful

- thought—what was thon the fortune of war of the brave IFronch uation,

might have beon ours on that well-fought field. ~I recall thoso olden times
morely to mark tho fact that ligre sit to-day the descendants of the victors
and the vanquishggl in the fight of 1759, with all the difteronces of lan.
guage, religion, civil law and sopial habit, nearly as-distinctly marked as
they woro a century ago.  Here|wo sit to-day sccking amicavly to find a
remody for constitutional ovils and injustico complained of —-by the van-

quished? No, but complained of{by the conquerors ! Horo sit the ropre.
faoutativcs of the British population claiming justico—only justice; and

horo sit tho roprosontatives of tho Fronch population, discussing in the

( . Fronch tongue whether wo shall hhvo it One hundred years havo passed

away sinco tho conquost of Quobe , but hore sit the childven of tho victor

aud tho vanquished, all avowing h arty attachmont to tho British Crown—

all earnostly doliborating how wo shall bost oxtond tho blessings of British
institutions—how a groat peoplo may bo ostablished on this continent in
cload and hearty connaction with Gréat Britain Where, in the page of
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history, shall we find a patallel to this ? Will it not stand | an imperish-
able monument to the gencerosity of British rulo& ) \
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Aund it is not in Canada alone that this sconc is being witnessod. Four
other colonies are at this .momont dccupie(l as wo are—(leclaring ‘their
.hearty love for the parent state, and deliberating with us [how they may
best discharge the great duty entrusted to their hands, anc give their aid
in developing the teeming resources of theso vast possessions.  And well
,may tho work we have unitedly proposed rouse the ambitfon aud eneryy
‘of every truo iman in British America.  Look at the map of tho conti-
nent of Ainerica, and mark that 18land (Newfoundland) ¢ mmanding the -
mouth of the noble river that almost cuts onr continont i twain. . Well,

, that islandyis equal in extont to tho kingdom of Portugal. Cross the
“straits to the mainland, and you touch the hospitable hores of Nova
Scotia, a éouutrj quife as largo as the kingdom of Gredee. Then mark
the ais_t_clﬂ‘/proyinco Qf‘ New Brl"lnsWick-—-cqunl in extent tv Denmark and |
Switzerlinul combined,” Pasg up the River St. Lawrenco to (Lower Canada—
a country as large as France. Pass on to Upper Canada, ‘.wcnty thousaund
square mile§ larger than Great Britain and yliclAa‘lii'l“p{lt tbgcther._ Cross
over the continent 10 the shores of the Pacitic, and ygu are in British
Columbia, the land of golden promise --cqual in_extontf to tho "Austrian
empire. I 'speak not now of the vast Indian territories that lic between—
greater in extont than the wholo soil of Russia «;\\m\l that will ero long,

I trust, bd oponcd up to civilization under the mlspi\‘ cs of the British
American confederntion, © Well, the bold sehemo in your hands is nothing
less _th:_\n to gather all theso countries into ong-—to orga izo\thcm all under
= one government, with the protection of the Britjsh ﬂagl awd in heartiest . .
sympathy and aflection with our fellow-subjects in the land thay gayo us
birth.  Our schome is to establish government that will scek to turn the
tide of Furopean emigration into this northern half of the Amorican con. .
tinent - that will strive to develop its great natural l'ls()'urces»mul that
will endeavour to maintain liberty, and justico, and Christianity throgh-

ont the land, g

Mu, B GO WALLBRIDGE ¢ When ?

Hox, Mu. Cantiri . Very soon ! .

Hox, Mg, Browy: The honguyable member for North Hastings asks
when all this canibe done?® T ;\:é\gvl)olo wroat ends of this confederation
may not be realized in tho lifbtim of many who now hear me. o
imagine not that such a strucpufo can be built in a month or in a year,
What wo proposa now is but to lay tho fgundations of | tho strueture —to
sot in motion tho governmental machinory. that will ohe day, we trust,
oxtend from the Atlantic to the Pacifie. . And wo taka special eredit to
oursolves that tho system wg_have dovised, whilo admirably adapted to
our present situation, is capable of gradual and ofliciont “expansion in .
futuro years to meet all tho great purposes contemplated by our schomo,

", But if tho honourable gentloman will only recall to mind Nmt{ when the
" United States sccoded from the mother country, and for many years aftor-
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wards, their population was not noarly équul to ours at this moment—that
their internal improvements di}/hot then approach to what we have already
attained, and that their trade/and commerce was not then a third of what
ours has already reached—I‘think that he will sco that the fulilment of
our hopes may not be so very remote as at first sight might be imagined.
And he will be strengthened in that convietion if he remembers that what
we propose to do is to ho done with the cordial sympathy and assistance

. of that great power of which it is our happiness to formya part,

. t y
‘Such ave the objects of attainment to which tho British Ameyican
Conference pledged itself in October, - And said I not rightly that such a
scheme is well fitted to fire the ambition and rouse the energies of every
member of this House?  Docs it uot lift us above the petty polities of the

+ past, and prcscnt\ to us high purposes and great interests that may well

call forth all the intelectual ability and all the energy and enterprise to

“bo found among us'® | veadily admit all, the gravity of the (uestion, and

that it ought to he \cu\;;i(lo/rcd cautiously and thoroughly before adoption,”
Fay beo it from me to qlt;prcc:\‘tu the closest criticism, or to doubt for a

moment the sineerity or patriotism of tlul)sd \\']10‘ feel it their duty to oppose

the measure. But in considering o ijuestion on which haugs the future

. destiny of half a continent, gught not the spiriz of mero fault-finding to be

hushied ?—-ought noy the voice of partisanship to bo banished trom our
debates ?—ought we not sit down and discusy the arguments presented in
tho earnest and candid spirit of men houd by tho same interests, seeking
a common end, and loving the same country ?{ Some I\(»llc)lll'ql)lc gentlemen

seem to imagine that tho mcml)brs of governient havo a deeper intevest in

i t . ) .
this scheme than others—but Wwhat possiblé interest can any of us have

" exeept that which \fo share with every citizen of the land ? - What risk

. v 1 N
does any one run from this mo.'\s;uro in which all of us do not fully pav.

“ticipato? What possible inducement conld we havo to urge this scheme,

except our carnest and hearttelt conviction that it will inure to the solid
and lasting aidvantago of our country ? ' ’
\ N )

‘ - i
There is ono consideration thnl cannot bo banished from this discussion,
and that ought, T think, to bo reniembered in ovory word \yl'o utter s it \IS\
that tho cqustitnti?lml system of Canada cannot remain as it Is now./h'mnc~ :
thing must be dond. We cannot st ud still, We cannot go back to hronie,
sectional hostility ;ml discord—to a stato of perpetual ministerial crises,
The cvents of tht} last tfigllt monf.h& cannot be obliterated ; the solemn

admissions of men pf all partios can nover be erased.  Tho claims of Upper
Canada for justice must bo mot, and met now., Iysay, then, that every

. ono who raises h'ivaoico in_ hostility ta this measureis bound to keep before

him, when he epof ks, all the perilous.consequences of its rojection ; I say
that no man who has a true regard for the well-hoing of Canada can givo
& voto againat this schomo, \}nlcss ho'is propared to offer, in amendment,” -

. 8omo botter remedy for tho ovils and injustico that havo so long threatened

ol i ! :
the peaco of our|country. Aund not only must tho schemo proposed in
amondment be a botter acheme—it must bo somothing that can be carried,

Y
’ !
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are the results fairly to bo anticipated from the measuro, Theie are two

- us begin by oxamining its remedial provisions, _ Firat, then, it applies a
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. 3
I see an honourable friond now before me, for whose opinions I have the
very highest respect, who says to me: ‘¢ Mr. Brown, you should not have
settled this part of tho plan as you have dono ; hero is the way yvou should
have framed it.” ¢ Well, my dear sir,” is my re'ply, I porfectly agreo
with you, but it could not be done, Whether we ask for parliamentary * -
reform for Canada alone or .in union with the Maritime Provinces, the
views of French Cauadians must bo consulted as well as oiirs. This schemo
can be carried, and no schemo can he that has not tho sapport of bo&h soc-

tions of the provinee,” * . h

Hox. Mz, CarTier : Thero is tho (uestion,

Hox. MR, Browx: Yes, that is the question and tho wholo question, - X
No constitution over framed was without defeet ; no act of human wisdom
was oever free from imperfection ; no amount of talent and wisdom and

. . . . . 3 . " AN

integrity combined in preparing such a scheme could havo placed it boyond

the reach of criticiam. And the framers of thisscheme had immeuse special SN
N\,

ditlicultics to overcome. We had the projudices of raco and langyage and
veligion to deal with ; and we had to encounter Kl the rivalries of trade *
and comnerce, and all the iealousics of (ii\'crsilit,{ loeal interests, o
assert, then, that-our schome is without fault, woull: be folly. It was
necessagily tho work of concession ; not ono of the thirty-threo framers hut
had, on some points, to yiold his opinions ; and, for mysolf, I freoly admit
that'l struggled earnestly, for days together, to have portions of the scheme
amended. - But admitting all this --admitting all.the ditliculties that beset
_\ls—mllnitting frankly that defeets in the measuro oxist—1 say tliat, taking
thoe scheme as a whole, it has my cordial, anthusiastioc suppdrt,\\\'ithout
hesitation or reservation. . 1 heliove it will accomplish all, and more than
all, that we, who have so long fought tho battlo of parliamontary roform,
over hoped to sco accomplished, | hehiove that, whilo granting security
for local interests, it will give free scopo for carrying out the will of the
whole people in general matters—that it will draw closer the bopds that
unite us to Great Britain—and that it will lay the foundations deep and
strong of a powerful and prosperous people, )

-

" And if the House will allow e to trespass to a somowhat unusual
degreo on its indulgence, I am satisficd that 1 can clearly establish that such

views in which this schemo may bo regarded, namoly, tho existing ovils it
will remedy, and tho new advantagos it will securo for us as a people. Lot

complote and satisfactory romody to the injustico of tho existing system of
parliatitentary veprosentation. Tho peoplo of Upper Canada havo bitterly-
complained that though thoy numbered four hundred thousand souls more

than tho population of Lowor Canada, and though they havo contributed

throo or four pounds to tho Roneral revenyo for overy pound contributed by

tho sistor province, yot the Lower Canadians send to parlinment as many '
ropresontatives as thoy do. Now, tho measuro in your hands brings this ’
injustico to an end ; it 8weops away the lino of demarcation betweon 'the

\
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|

two sections on all matters common to the whole rovince ; it gives repre. |

“.sontation nccor«ling't() numbers whorover found in the Houso of Assembly ¢
and it provides a simple and conveniont system for readjusting tho repre-
sentation after each decennial ccnsus, To this/ proposed constitution of
the Lower Chamber, T have heard only'two objoctions, It has boen alloged

that until after the cenaiis of 1871, the number

f members is to remain as

" Bt present ; but this is a mistake, ‘Upper Cynada is to receive from the
. start eighty-two representatives, and Lower Canada sixty-five ; and what.

ever increase the census of 1871 may f;tal)lis will he thent adjusted. It
has also heen objected that though the resolutions provide that the exist.
ing parliament of Canada shall estanlish the lectoral divisions for the firat
.(')rgxénimtion of the federal parliament, thiy do 1ot dotermine in whose
hauds the duty of distril)uti‘h% any additipnal members is to bo vested,
No doubt on this head need oxist 3 the federal parliament will of ‘courao
have full power to regulate all Srrangoments for the clection of its own
members.  But I-.am told by Up\pe (.'n/)u\(lixunh—tllo constitution of the
"Lower House is all well enough, it is iy the Upper House' arrangements
that tho scheme is objectionable,  And first, it is said that Upper Canada
“8hould have had in the legistative cowm Lil a greator number of membors

N\, than Lower Canada, .

/
l

" willing that they should have it.
1)

Me, I, C. WarLrrinag : Hear, hepr!

Hox. Mr, Brows : The honourable member for North Hastings is of
that opinion; but that gentleman iy in favour of a legislative wnion, and
had we been forming o legisiative unr(m. tlmrulplight have been some foreo
cin the demand, But the very essepco”of our’ compact is that the nnjon
shall bo federal and not legislativo, [ Our Lower Canada frionds havoagreed
to give us representation by population in the Lower House, on the express
condition that they shall have cquality in the Upper Houso.  On no other
condition could wo have mlvnncc) a step; and for my part, I am (uite

1 ‘maintaining the oxisting scetional
boundaries and handing over the/control of local matters to local bodics,

Wo recognizo, to n certain oxten y a diversity of intevests 3 and it was quite

natural that tho protection fm] thoso interests, hy cquality in the Upper
Chamber, should bo demande by the less numorous provinees,  Honour-
ablo gontlomen may say that {t will erect a bawvier in the Upper Houso
against tho just intluence that/Upper Canada will exercise, by her numbors,
-in the Lower House, over tho general legislation of the conutry,  That
may be true to a certain oxtont, but honourable gontlemen \\;)’# bear in
mind that that bavvier, be/it wmove or less, will not affect nip ey hilly,

Hitherto wo have Dbeen paying a vast proportion of the taxes, with little or

no contyol over the oxpenditure.  But, under this plan, by our just in.
Mluence in thoe Lower Chy ber, wo shall hold the purse strings, 1If, from
* this concession of equality in the Upper Chamber, we aro restrainod frbm
forcing through mo:\surcn( Which our friends of Iower Cu_nmlu“‘nmy considor
injurtous to their inter ats, wo glmll,|M any rvate, have l)(l)\\’l(‘l‘. which wo

nover had boforoe, to prA\‘cnt thom from forcing through whatdvor wo may .
' 20 :

/
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deem unjust to l\ls. I think tho compromise a fair one, and am persuaded
that it will work easily and satisfactorily, Bat it has beon said that tho |
mombers of the {J p\per House ought not to be appointed by the‘Crown, but

~ should continuo to bo elected by the peoplo at large. On that question my

\ ~ views have been often expressed. 1 have always been opposed to a sccond
olective chamber, and T am so still, from the conviction that two elective

houses arc inconsistent with the right working of the British parliamentary

K : -system. 1 voted, almost alone, against the change when tho council was ,
g made clective, but I have Jived to sco a vast majority of those who did the -
f | : " deed wish it had not been done, It is quite true, and I am glad to ackuow-

Ef ledgo it, that many ovils ahtiyipated from the change whon the measuro

was adopted have not been realized, . '] readily admit that men of tho// -
Jhighest character and position have been brought into the council by the

‘ clectivo system, but it is equally truo that tho system of gppointment
. brought into it men of the highest character and position.  Whethor
i appeinted by the Crown or clected by the people, since thoe introduction of
"kl-"!-; parliamontary government, the men who have composed the Uppor Houso

, of this legislature have Leen men who would have done honour to any
< legaslature in the world, But what wo nmstl feared was, that the legisla-

i tive councillors would be elected und v party responsibility ; that a partisan

§ spirit would soon show itself in the (:lmmlfor; and that the right would
. soon be asserted to an equal cnntmlﬁvitli this House over money bills,

5 %\ That fear has not heen realized to apy dangerous.oxtent,  But is it not

g - possiblo that such a olaim might cre long b asserted? Do we not hear,

,3 ' even now, mutterings of o iomiugdcn aud for it?  Nor enn we forget that

5 tho elected members cameinto that{chamber gradually ; that the large

th ! number of old appointed members exefeised muceh influenco inumaintaining

;‘ the oll forms of tho House, the old btylo of debate, and thie old barriers

ngainst encroachment on the ivilegesof the Commons,  But the appointed
3 members of the council are gradually passing away, and when the.clective -
v clement becomes ghpreme, who will|venture to aftivin that the council
j » would not elaim tffat power over mon ¥ bills which this House claims ns of
|

right l)ulon\ginp to itselt? Could thod not justly say that thoy represent
tho people as well as wo do, and that {lie control of tho purse stringsought,

b v+ therefore, to belong to them as mudh as to us? It is said they have not
i the power,  Dut what is to provent them from enforcing it Suppose we | +
[} had a conservative najority here, and'a reform majority ab8vo--or a ¢

! ] .

i sorvative majority above and a reform majority hero—all olec under
; party obligations—what is to prevent a dead-lock betweon the chambers? .
It pay bo called uuconstitutionml;bjlt what is to prevont tho councillors
(ésﬁ(*cinll)' if thoy feel that in thel dispute of the hour they have the
country at their back) from practically exercising all tho powers that bo-
long to us? They might amend our ‘no:my bills, they might throw outall ,
our bills if they likod, and bring to ’stop the whole machinery of govera-
ment.  Aud what could wo do to 3rovont them? But, even supposing
this wore not the caso, and that thojolective Uppor Houso continned to bo
guided by that diserction which hag heretoforo notuated its'proccédings,
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still, I think, we must all feol that the election of members for such enor-
mous districts as form the constituencies of the Upper House has become a

great practical inconvenience, " 1 say this from pyrsounl experienco, having

long taken an active interest in tho electoral contests in Upper Canada,
Wo have found greater difticulty in inducing candidates to offer for scats
in the Upper House, than in gotting ten times the number for the Lower
House. The constituoncies aro so vast, that it is ditlicult to find gentle.
men who have the will to incur the labour of such a contegt, who are sutli-
cioutl)( known and popular enoush throughout districts 80 wide, and who
have money enough to pay the enormous bills, not incurred in nn{ corrupt
way—do not faney that T mean that for a moment—but tho bills that are
sont in after the contest is over, and which the candidates are compelied
to pay if they over hope to present themselves for re-election, . ‘

'S

But honourable gentlemen gay, ‘' This may he all very well, but you are
taking an important power ont of tho hands of the people, which they now
possess.”  Now, this is a mistake.  Wo do not propose to do anything of
the sort.  What we proposo is, that the Upper House shall bo appointed
from the best men of the country by those holding tho confidence of the
ropresentatives of the people in this chambor. It is i)ropose«l that tho
government of the dx'\y, which only lives by the approval of this chamber,
shall make tho appointments, and bo responsible to the people for the
selectipns thoy shail mako. Not a single appointment could hey made,
with regard to which the governmant would not he open to censure, and
which tho vepresentatives of the people, in this House, would not have wn

1

opportunity of condemuing, . For myself, I'havo maintained the appoint-..

ment principlo, as in @hosition to the eleatiyo, over sinco [ camo ‘into
publie life, and have nover hesitated, when before tho ptople, to state my
opinions in the broadest manner ; and yet not in a single wstanco have 1

over found a constituenay in Upper Canada, or a publie meeting, declaring -

its disapproval of appointment by tho Crown andl its Hesive for election by
the people at large.  When the chatigo was made in 1835 there was not a
single petition from tho people asking for it—it was ina manner foreed on
tho legislature,  Tlio real reason for the chango was, that before respon-
sible governmiont was introduced into this country, while the ol\l oligarch.
ical system existed, the Upper House continuously and systematically was
at war witi tho popular branch, and threw out every measure of a liberal
tendency.  The result was, that in the famous” ninety-two resolutions the
introduction of tiio clectivo principle into the Upper Houso was declgred

-to bo indispensable.  No long as M., Robert” Baldwin remained in public

life, the thing could not bo doue ; but when he left the deed was consiim.
mated, - But it is said that if the members are to be sppointed for life, the
number should bo unlimited—that, in tho. event of a dead-lock arisfug

hetween that chamber and this, thero should bo power to overcome he

- difliculty by the appointment of more members,  Well, wnder the British

system, in tho case of a legistative union, that might be o legitimate pro-
vision. But honourable gentlomen must seo that the limitation of the

s
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numbers in the Upper House lies at the base of the whols compact on
which this' schemb reats, It is porfectly clear, as was contenddd by thoso
who representod Lower Canada in the conferenco, that if the l\mmbcr of
legislative councillors was made capable of increase, you would thoreby
swoep uway the whole protection they had from the Uppor Chamber,;
" But it has been said that, though youw-may not give the power to the ex-
ccutive to increase tho numbera of tho Upper Houso in the event of a
dead-lock, you might limit the term for which the membérs aro appointed.
I was myaolf in favour of that proposition, 1 thought it would he well to
provide for a moro frequent change in the composition of the Uppor
- House, and lessen the danger of the chamber being largely composcd of
gontlemen whose advanced years might forbid the punctual and vigorous
dischargo of their public duties, Stilly the objection mado to this was
Vory strong. It was said *“Suppose you appoint thom for nino years,
what will be the offect? For tho last three or lour years of their term
thoy would be uuiiqipatiug its oxpiry, and anxkiously looking to thé admin.
- istration of the day for reappointment ; and the consequence would be that
& third of tho moembers would bo under the influence of -the exceutivo,”
The desire was &) rendor tho Upper House a thoroughly independent body
—ono that would bo in the best position to canvuss dispassionataly the
measures of this House, and ‘stand up for the public interests in opposi-,
tion to hasty or partisan logislation, It was contended that there is no
fear of a dead-lock. ” Weo wero rominded how the system of appointing for
life had worked in past years, sinco responsiblogovernmont was intro-
* duced; wo woro toll that the complaint was not thon that the Upper
Chamber had been too obstructive a body—nét that it had sought to
rostrain tho popular will, but that it had too faitifully roflected the popu-
lar will,  Undoubtodly that was tho complaint formerly pressed upon us,
and I roadily admit that if over thoro was a body to whom wo could safely
entrust tho power which by .this measure wo propose to confer on the
members of tho Upper Chambor, it is tho body of gentlemen who at this
moment compose tho legislative council of Canada, Tho forty-oight coun. -
cillors for Canada aro to be chosen from tho present chambor. Thero aro
now thirty-four members from the one scetion, and thirty-five from tho
other. I beliove that of the sixty-nine, somo will not desire to mako thoir
appearance hero again; others, unhappily, from yecars and infirmity, may
not havo astrongth to do 8o ; and thoroe may bo others who will not desire
to qualify under tho sttatuto. It is quite cloar that when twonty-four are
solected for Upper Canada and twonty-four for Lowor Canada, very fow
indeod of the presont House will bg_oxcludcd from the fedoral shamber ;
and I confoss I am not without h'oi)‘d that thero may bg some way yot
found of providing, for all who dosire it, an honourablo position in the-
logislature of the country. And aftor all, is it not an imnginary foar—that
of adoadlock? Is it at all probablo that any body of gentlomon who may
- composo tho Uppor House, appointed as thoy will bo for life, acting as
thoy will do-on personal and not party responsibility, possossing as thoy
must a doop stake in the wolfare of the country, at\l dosirous as they must
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be of holding the esteem of thclr fellow-subjects, would take o unreason-
ablo a course as to imperil the wholo political fabric? ‘The British Houso

‘of Peers itsclf does not vonture, @ l'outr ance, toresist the popular will, and

can it be anticipated that our Upper Chamber would sot- itself rashly
against the popular will? If any fear is to be entertained 1n the matter, is
it not rather that the conncillors will bo fouu%o thoroughly in harmony
with tho popular feeling of the day?  And we liifve this satisfaction at any
rate, that so far as its first formation is ,concerned, so far as the. presont
question is concerned, weo shall have o body of gentlemen in wifém overy
contidence may be plac\d oo . /

-But it is objected that in tho wnntntnhon of tho bppcr Houso, so far
as Lower Canada is concerned, the existing electoral divisions are to be
maintained, while, as regards Upper Canida, they are to he abolished-—
that the members from Lower Canada are to sit as representing the divi-
sions in which they reside or havesthdir property qualiticution ; while in
Upper Canada there is no such arrangement. Undoybtedly his is the
fact 5 it has been so arranged to suit the peculiar position of ‘this section of
the province.  Our Lower Canada frionds felt that tllcy had French Cana-
dian intorests and British interests to he protected, and they conceived
that tho existing s v«tcm of clectoral divisions would give protection to
theso sepaiate interests,  We in l,ppm Canada, on the other hangl, woro
(uite content that thoy should sottle that among themselves, and maintain
their existing divisions if they chose.  But, so far as wo m the west wero
concerned, we had no sich sepavate interests to protect—wo had mo diver-
sities of origin or language to reconeile - and we felt that the truo interest

= of Upper Canada was that her very best men should he sent to tho legis-

* should boe in

Intivo council, wherever they might happen to reside or wherever their
l)lopl‘l Ly was located, If thero is ono evil in the Amcru‘.\u qutom “hlch .
in my mind stands ont as pre-uminently its greatest defect, oxeept univer.
sal suflrage, itds that under that constitution tho representatives of the
people must voside in the constituencics for which thoy sit, The result is
that'a public man, no matter what his talent or what his position, no
mattor how necessary it may bo for the interest of the country that ho
Emhlic life, unless he happens to belong to the political party
popular for the time beitgr in the constituency whero ho resides, cannot
possibly find a seat in conru.ns And over and over again have we scen
the vory best men of the republic, the most lllushluuu namos recorded in
its pt)lltu':\l annals, driven ou of the lv;,nlnturo of €heir country, simply
because tho majority in the clectoral division in which thoy lived was of o
different political party from them. 1 do think the British system infin-

' 1tul_\, hotter than that, seeuring as it does that public men may bo trained

to public life, with the agsured conviction that if they prove themselves
warthy of public confidence, and gain a position in the country, constitu-
encies will always be found to avail thomselves of their services, whatever
be the political party to which they may mdhere.  You may make politi-
cians by the other, hut nssnrcdl) “this i is tho way that: atatesmen are pro-
duced.
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.’ But it is further objected that the property qualifichtion of the mem-
. { bers of the Upper Mouse from Prince Edward Island and Newfoundiand .
- may be either real or personal cstaté, while in'the others it is to be real .
.~ . estate alone. This is correct ; but I fancy it ’n‘mttors little to us lipollI
. * whatsspeeies of property our friends in Prince Edward Island or in New-. )

foundland base therr qualifieation, . In. Canada real estate is abundant ;
every one can obtain it; and it is admntted l»y,/nll to be the best qualifica-
“tion, if it he advisable ‘to have any property Jualification at all. Bt in’
Newfoundland it wéuld .be exceedingly inconvenient to enforce such o
. " . ‘rule. The p}ll)ljc‘lmuls thére are not ov'eu"‘sflvr\'cycd to any-considerable
. extent; the poople are almost entirely engaged in fishing and commereial )
pursuits, and to.require a real dstate flualitication would by practically‘to. X Q
* exclude some of ‘its best public'men from thio legislative coundil,. Then in
Prince Edward Island a larga po'rtiqg"x of t/he island is held in extensive
tracts by ahsentce proprietors and leased to the settlers. A foiid of long
standing has been the result, and there \\'thl he some djtliculty in finding ©
. Janded proprietors who would be acc[}cﬁ)talﬂq to the peoplo as members of .
the Upper House, This also muet bo vemembered, that it will be a very
» difterent thing foil' a meinbor from Newfoundland or Prince Edward Islana
. to attend the legislature at Ottawa from What it is for one of ourselves to
i ‘ go there, . He must give up uct only his'time, but the comfort and conve.

. nerice of being near homo ; «nd 1t 13 desirablé to throw no unnecessary -

obatacle in the way of our eetting the very hest men from these provinees, *

N " But it isifu'rt'hiu" objected that»thesfi resolutions do not define how the .
; logislative c‘ouncill‘ors‘arc to be chosen at first. 1 apprehend, however,. \
4B L there is no doubt whatever as regards /that, Clause 14 ’snj's : ““Pho first
‘ ) . i selection of th(?mc‘mbers to constitutg the federal legislativo couneil shall
4 be made from the members of the now existing legislative councils, by the .
bl - Créwn, at.the recommendation of the general exceutive g(')-verm{mnt, upon .
‘ ‘the nomination of the respective loc.all 'govorun‘\'euts." The clear meaning ¢
' of this claiise simply is, that-the pre A‘ent'g(wernnmnt;{ of the sevetal pro- '
b Vinees gre to choose out of the existing bodies—so 1 as they qu\n find
'3 ._gcnﬂ‘emcu willing/and (‘iun]ilied to sorve—the members“who sha)l at start.

Ing composo the fedoral legislative ¢ounzil; that they are to’ present the
Mames so selected to the oxecutive gouncil of British America when con-
stituted—and on the advice of that body the cduncillors‘will be appointed
hy the Crown.  Aiid such hag I)E}Cl'l! the spirit. shown from first to,last in
carrying out the compact of July last by al the parties to it, that I forone
have no agfprehiension, whatever that full justice will not bo doio to the
- party which may be a minoﬁty in the government, but it is certainly not
~ in a minority cither in the country or in this House. Ispeak not only of
L \Upper Canada but of d.ower Chllt\(]a a8 well—- o , . w

. Hox. Mg. Dorrox : Hat ha't ¥ , ' ,

. o i T . . . ] ! i ‘ '
. ) © HbN, Mn. Browx ; ;\Iy“‘hononmble‘friend-'laughs, butA I assure him,

' and ho will not say I do so for the purposo of decoiving him, that having

been presont in’ conference and incouncil, having heard all the discussions
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and well ascertainéd the feclings of all assocmted with me, I have not a
shadow of a doubt on my mind that full Justlce will be doue in the selec-
tion of the first federal’ councillors, not only to those who may have been
in the habit of actmg with me, but also to those who have acted with my
honourable friend, the member for Hochelaga.

Now, I believe I have answered every objection thnt has come from
any quartcr against the proposcd constitution of the federal lcglslaturo. I
am persuaded there is not one woll-founied objeutlon that éan be urged
against it. It is just to all partivs ; it remedics the gross injustice of the
existing system ; and I am convinced it will not only work_ easily and
safely, but be entirely satlsfm,tmy to the great mass of our people. - But
I go further; I say that were all the objections urged agmnst this schome
gouud and gpgent, they sink into utter insigniticance in view of all the
misories this scheme will’ relieve us from—in view of all the difticulties
that must surround any measure of parliamentary reform for Canada that

could possibly be devised. Will honourable gentlomen who spcnd their
' energies in huntmg out blemishes in this scheme remember for a moment

the utter injustice of the one we have at present?  Pablic gpinion has
made rapid strigles in the last six months on the ropresentation question,—

" but think what'it'was a weck beforo the present coalition was formed!

Remeiber how short a tnnc lins o!apsed sinco the member for Pobl (Hon,
Mr. J. Hillyard C'\melon) proposed to geant one additional member to
Uppcr Canagla, and could not carry even that. *I(umcmbor that but a
few wecks ago the hon. member for Hachelaga (llou. Mr.” Dorion), who
now leads the crusade ag"unst this mecasure, publicly declaved that five or- .
six adulitional members was Al Upper Canada was entitled to, and that”
with these the Upper Cwmlmm would be contont for many years to come.
Aud when ho has reflected on all this, lot the man who is disposed to
carp at this great measure of representative reform justify his conduct
if ho can, to the thofisands of disfranchised frecholders of Upper Canada
demanding justice at our hands. For mysel! I unhesitatingly say, that
the completo justice w ulch this measure seMires to the people of Upper
Canada in the vital mnttcn of parliamontacy representation alono, renders

~all tl'lo blomishes averred agamst it utterly contemptible'in the balance.

Bun the second featuro of thls schetie ag a ramedial measure is, that it
removes'to a largo oxtent the injustico of which l)])])cl Cangda. has_com-
plajned in financial matters, We in' Upper Canada have co)?pl.nued that
thougi we paid into the public treasury more than three- fourths of the
wholo rovenuo, we had less control over the system of taxation :\ml the -
oxponditure of the puplic moneys than the people of Lower (nnmln Well,
the schemo in the Speaker’s hand romedies that.  'The absurd line of Jepar-
ation between the provindes is swopt away for general matters ;' wo aro o
have soventeen additional members in the House that holds the purse; and
the taxpayers of the country, wherever they reside, will have their just
sharo of influence over revenue aud expenditure. o have also complained
that immenso sums - of public mioney have been systematlcnlly taken from
tfno pubhc chost for local purposes of Lower C'madn, in whlch the pcoplo of
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Upper Canada had no, intefest ‘Whatever, ﬂlO\lgh compelled to contribute
three-fourths of the-cash, Well, this échen))c remedies that. - Al local
matters are to be banished from the general l(;gi/slature; local governments
are to haye control over local affairs, and if our friends in Lower Canada
choose to be oxtravagant they will have to bear the burden of it them-
selves,  No longer shall we lmyé to complain that one section pays the
cash while the other 8pends it hereafter, they who pay will spend, and
thoy who spend more than they onght will have to bear the brunt, It
Was a great thing to accomplish this, if we had accomplished nothing more,
for if wb look back on our doings of thelast fifteen years I think it will beo
acknowledged that the greatest jobs perpetrated were of a local charactor,
that our ficreent contests were about local matters that stirred up sectional
joalousies and ill(“gl}aﬁ()}( to its deepest depth.  Wo have further com.
plained that 1f o sum was properly demanded for somo legitimate local )
purpoge in one scotion, an equivalent sum had to be appropriated to the
other as an oflset, thereby entailing prodigal expenditure, and unneces-
sarily increasing-the publie debt, Well, this scheme puts an end to that,
Fach province is to determine for itself its own wants, and to fihd the
moncy to mgot them from' its own resources, “But I am told that though
true it is tlft local matters are to be separated and tho hurden of local
expenditure placed upon local shoulders, we have made an exception from
that pringiple in providing that a subsidy ‘of cighty eents per head shall be
taken from the federnl chest and granted to the local governments for
local purposes.’ Umlmlbfcdly this is the fact, and 1 do not hesitate to
admit that it would have been better if this had been otherwise, { trust
I commit no breach of discretion in stating that in conference I was one of
tho strongest advocates for defraying the whole .of the local expenditures
of the local governments by means of direct taxation, and that there wero
liberal men in all sections of the provinees who would gladly havo had it
80 arranged.  But'there was one ditliculty in the way—a diﬂiculty which
lias often before been encountered i this world—and that difliculty was
simply this, it could not be done.  We could neither have carried if in
conference nor yet in any one of the existing provincial logislatures.  Our
friends in Lower Canada, I am afraid, have a constitutional disinclination
to direct taxation, and it was olvious that if the confederation scheme had
had attached to it a Provision for the imposition of such a system of taxa.
tion, my honodrable friends opposite would have had a much better chance
of ruccess in blowing the bellows of ‘ngitntion than they now have, The
objeetion, morcover, ve®s not sonfinéd to Lower Canada-—all tho lower
provinces stood in oxactly the same position,  They have not a municipal
system such aswo haveo, discharging many of the functions of Rovernment;
but tlléil':gelle;;all guvernment performs all the duties which in Upper Canada
dovolve upon our municipal councils, as well as upon parliament,  If, then,
the lower provinces had bccnn\sked&to maintain their customs duties for
federal purposes, and to imliosé on themselves by the same Adt direct
taxation for' all their local purposes, tho chances of carrying the schome of -
union would havo been greatly lessoned, - o - '
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But I apprehend that if g did not succeed in putting this matter o
the footing that would have been the best, at least we did the next best
thing. Two courses were open to us—ecither to surrender to the lacal
governments some source of indiréct revenue, some tax which the general
government proposed to retain, or collect tho money by the federal
machinery, and distribute it to the local governmonts for local purposes,.
And we decided in favour of the latter. Wo asked the representatives of
the diflerent governments to estimate how much they would'require after
the innuguration of the federal system to carry on their local machmnery,

© As at il presented to uy, the annual sum lrcquirc(l for all the provinces
was somothing hke five millions of dollavs—an amount that could not
possibly have been allotted. The great trouble was that some of the
governments are vastly more exgensive than others —extensive countrics,
with sparse populatioiis, necessarily requiring more money per head for
}oc:t‘lignyerumcnt thun countries more densly populated,  But as any uprant
given from the common chest, for local purposes, to one province, must he
extended to all, on the basis of population, it follows that for every $1,000
. . givcn; for example, to New Brunswick, we must give o‘\"er.Sl,:f()O to Nova
' Scotia, 24,000 to Lower Canada, and £6,000 to Upper Canada, thercby
drawing from the federal exchequer much larger sums than these provinces-
needed for local purposes. The course we adopted then was this: We
formed a committee of finance ministers,” and made each of them go over

his list of expenditures, lopping ofl all unnecessary serviees and cutting
down cvery item to the lowest possible figure, By this means '\vc'suq-‘

- ceeded in reducing the total annual subsidy reguiredifor local governmeiit
to the sum of ¥2,630,000 -of which Lower Canadawill - receive annually,
£880,000, and Upper Canada %1, 120,000. But it is siid that in addition to

her eighty cents per head under this arrahgement, New Bruuswick is tﬂ'
‘Teceive an oxtra grant from the federal chest of 63,000 annually for ter
years, Well, this ig perfectly true. After cutting down as 1 have cx'pluinc(i

. thelocal expenditures to the lowest mack, it was found that New Brunswickz

and Newionndland conld not possibly carry’on therr local governments with

the sum per head that would sutlice for all the'rest,  New Brauswick imt

peratively required £63,000 per aunum beyomd lier share, and we had eithet

to find that sum for her or givé up the hope of union, The question then

arose, would 1t not be better to give: Now Rrunswick a special grant of

$63,000 for a limited number of- years, so that her local revenues miqlg‘t

: have time to be developed, rather than increase the subsidy to all the local

l‘ [govornmcnts. thereby placing an additiosal burden on the federal excheyuér

3 of over civht hundred thousand dollars per annum ¥ We é:nnc-unauimuusly

A A‘t(‘) the conclusion that the extra sum needed by hfew Brunswick was u‘}o

small to Lo nlowed to stand in the way of union—we also determined that

“it would bo the height of absurdity to impose a permanent hurdep on the
country of $500,000 a year, sjmply to escape u p:\giugnt of ¥63,000 for tin
years—and sq it came about, that New Brunswick got this extra grant—an

N arrmsment which received, and receives now, nei'_v hearty approval. Itis
only right to say, however, that Now Brunswick may possibly be wla

t
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_ . pbsi"tion, to do without this money. Tho House 18 aware that the federal
. government is to assume the debts of the several provinces, each province
* being entitled to throw upon it a debt of 225 per head of its population, .
{ ) Should the debt of dny province exceed $25 per head, it is to pay interest
‘ on tho excess to tho fedoral treasury ; but should jt fall below §25 pel."‘

) ' head, it is to receive” interest from the federal treasury on the difforenco ;
between its acu\X\l debt and the debt to which it ia entitled, Now, it 80
happens that th existing/(ieb.t of New Brunswick is much less than it is +

4 entitled to throw'on the federal government. It i, however, under lia. *
bility Yor certain orks, which if proceeded with would bring its debt up e
to the mdrk of $?5\n head.  But if these works are not proceeded with,

New Brunswick will \)o entitled to a large amount of anuual interest from
the federal chest, and {that money is to be applied to the reduction of the
§63,000 extra grant, And this, moreover, is not to bo forgotten asg regards
New Brunswick, that she brings into the union extensiveo railways now in
profitable operation, th& revenues from which are to go into the federal
chest. A similar nn:'mrg'ékm-,nt was found hecessary as regards the island
of Newfoundland—it, too, being a vast country with a sparse population.
It was found absolutely essential that an additional grant beyond eighty

‘ cents per head shiould be made to enable hor local government to he properly
: “ oarried on. But, in considetation of this extra allowance, Newfoundland

Lo "~ is to cede to the federal govetnment her crown lands and “minerals—and

1 assuredly, if the reports of geologists are well founded, this arrangement,.

. will be as advantageous to us ad it will be to the inhabitants of Newfound.

i , land, . , : o g

I am persuaded, then, that Vio House will feel with me that we in

Canada have very little to complajn of in regard to the subsidics for local

government, But if a doubt yet\remains on the mind of any honourable
member, let him oxainine the trado returns of the several provinces, and .

\ " he will see that, from the large quuntity of dutiable goods consumed in

i“ © " the Maritime Provinces, thoy have\received no unduo advantage undor

b the arrangement. lLet this too ever'bo kept in mind, that tho §2,630,000

i to be distributed to the local governments trom the federal chest is to Lo s

in full and final cxtingui’shment of all-dlaims hereafter for local pui‘poses; r

/ and that if this from any cause does not suflice, the local governments must

supply all deficiencies from a direct tax on their own localitids, And lot -
honourable members from Upper Canada who carp at this annual- subsidy,
remember for a moment what we pay -now, and they will cease tifejr

; grumbling, Of all the money raised by thy general Rovernment for local

| purposes in Canada, the tax-vayers of Uppar Canada now pay moro than

three-fourths ; but far from getting back in proportion to what they con.
tribute, or oven in'proportion to their popula\ion, they do not get one-half ., Y
of the money spent for local purposes.  But how different will it be undor - ; \
federation ! Nine hundred thousand people w?ll come into the union, who " oL

‘; will contributo to the revenue quite as much, man for man, as the Upper "~

| - Canadians, and in the distribution of the local 8\1bsidy wo will receive o.\'u'

‘ share on tho basis of population---a very differen arrangomont from that

el T YT
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we now enduro. I confess that one of the strongest aréuments in my
mind for confederation is the cconomical ideas of the people of tl\ése
Maritime Provinces, and the conviction that the influence of their public
men in our legislative halls will be most salutary in all finaticial matters,
A-more economieal people’it would be diflicult to find ; their prime minis.
ters and their chief justices get but £600 a year, Halifax currency, and the,’
rest of their civil list is in much the same proportion.

But there is another great evil in our exi:iting system that this scheme

' remedies ; it secures to the people of each province full control over the .

administration of their own internal Afairs. We in Upper Canada have
complained that the minority of our 3‘0;3resontntives. the party defeated at
the polls of Upper Canada, have been, year afteg yeak, kept in oflice by
Lower Canada votes, and that all the local patronafe of our scction has
been dispensed by those who did not possess the confiflence.of the jicople.
Well, this scheme remedies that, " The local patronage will be under local
control, and the wishes of the majority in each section will be carried out
in all local matters, We havdc_omp]nincd that the land systen) was not
according to the views of our western people; that free lands for actual
~settlers was the right policy for us; that the price of a piege of land squeezed
out of an immigrant was no cqnsideration in compari70n wi'th the settle.
ment among usof a hardy and jullustrious family ; and that the colonization
road system was far from satisfactory.  Well, this scheme remedies that.
Each province is to have control of its own crown lauds, erown timber and

crown minerals, and will be free to take such steps for developing them as .

cach deems best, We have complained that local works of various kinds-—
roads, bridges and landing piets, court houses, gaols and other structures
—have been crected in an inequitable and improvident manner. Well,
this d¢hemo remedies that ; all local works are to be constructed by the
localithes and defrayed from loeal funds. And so on through the whole
extensive details of internal local administration will this reform extend,
Tho people of Uﬁpcr Canada will have the entire control of their local
matters, and will no lpngor have to betake themselves to Quebee for leave.
to opeir a road, to select a county town, or appoint a coroner. . But 1 am

_ told that to this genergl principlo of placing all local matters under local

control, an exception has been made in regapd to the common schools, The
clause complained of is as follows : **6. lducation ; saving tho rights and
privileges which the protestant‘or c:\\tholic minority in both Canadas may
Possess as to their denominational schools at the time when the union govs
« into operation.” Now, I need hardly remind tho House that I havealways
opposed and continue to opposo the system of sectarian education, so faras
the public-chest is concerned. I have never had any hesitation 'on that

v

point. 1 have never been able Yo see why all the people of the province, .

to whatever scet they may belong, should not send their children to the

samo common schoo{s to receivo tho ordinary branches of instruction, I

regard the parent anid the pastor as the bost religious instructors—and so'

lougl‘as the religious faith of the children is uninterfered with, and ample

3
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opportunity afforded to the clergy to give religious instruction the
cliildron of\ their flocks, I cannot conceive any sound objection to mixed

-schools. Bt while in the conference and elsewhero I have always main-
tained this view, and always given iny vote against sectarian public sc ools,
I am hound tb admit, as 1 have always admitted, that the sectarian sybtom,
carried to the limited cxtent it has yet been in Upper Canada, and c‘;n fined
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as it chiefly is'to cities and towns, has not been a very great practical jnjury,

The real causelof alarm was that the admission of the sectarian principle ¢

was there, am\l that at any moment it might bo.oxtended to such a d aree

. as to split up our school system altogether. Thore are but a hundred

é"epa‘mto school\s in Upper Cai)mln, out of somg four t.lloils:lllt], nnll all

Roman Catholid.  But if the Roman Catholics are entitled to separato
schools :in(l.\to go on extending their operations, so are the members of
the Church of England, the Presbyterians, the Methedists, aud all pther
sects.  No cmulid\l{onmn Cathoiic will deny this for a moment ;‘-’ and
there Jay the great\dq!lgcr to our educational fabric, that the sep“amto
system might gradually extend itself until the whole country was stlﬂdde(l
with nurseries of sectnrian\lsu), most hurtful to tho best interests of the

1 ¥l entailing an onurfhous expense to sustain tho hosts of teachers

:ﬁg;\l a system of publié‘illstritction must inevitably entail,

is known to cvery hulmural)lu\melf\her of this House that l’l’ll Act

: ment of this sectarian controversy, I

was not in Quebec at the time, but if T luui‘bgén here I would havé voted
against that bill, beeause it extended the facilitieg for establishing separato
schools. . It had, howevor, this good feature, thatVit was aceepted by the
Roman Gatholic authoritics, and carried t)nrough parliament as a final coni.
p;omisu of the question in Upper Canada. When, therefore, it was pro-

- posed that a provision should be iliser(ed"in the’ confederation scheme to
bind that compact of 1863 and declare it a final settlement, 50 that wo
should not be compelled, as wo have been since 111\849, -to stahd‘ c‘oj:stantly
to our arms, awaiting fresh attacks upon our common sehool system, tho
proposition seemed to mo one that was not rashly to be rejected. | I admit
that, from*my point of view, this is a hlot on the “s‘chclno before tho House;
it is, confessmlly,.onu ot .the concossions from our §illo that had to be made |
to seccure this great measure of reform.  But assuredly, 1 f0r~ ono lu\‘\'o
not the slightest hesitaXion in accopting it as a nc?ccssmry coiulit‘ion of the
scheme of union, and doubly aceeptablo must it bo inithe eyes of hono% r-

able gentlemen opposite, who wero the authors ofitho bill of 1893. But it

was urged that though this arrangement might perhaps be fair as regards

- Upper Canada, it was not so as regards Lower Canada, for there \fcre mattdrs

of which the British pobulation have long complained, and some amenyl.

ments to the existing School Act were required to secure them cqual justice,

Well, when this point was raised, gontlemen of all partiesin Lower Canada

_ at once exprossed themsclves prepared to treat it in o frank and concilia-

tory manner, with a view to removing any injustice that might be showh
to oxist ; and onthis 1|lulerstnmling~tl|o educational clause wds adopted b

the conference, ‘ i \ '

. f !
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CMe.T. G WaLLeringe : That destroys the )IOWer of the local legis.
latures to legislate upon the subject, o

" HoxN. Mk, Browx: I would like to know how ‘:n_moh ‘“power ” tho
honourablé gentleman has now to legislate upon it? :Lgt him introduce a
bill to-day to annul the compact of 1863 and repeal all thp ctarian School
Acts of Upper Canada, and how inany votes would he'get for it? Would,
twenty members vote for it out of the one hundred and thirty who com.
pose this House ? If the honourable gentleman had heen struggling for
fifteen years, as I havo been, to save the school system of Upper Canada
from further extension. of the sectarian element, he would hgve found
precious little diminution of power over it in this very moderate com-
promise. And what says the honourable gentleman to leaving the British

"-population of Lower Canada in the uirestricted power of the local legiss |

latare? The common schools 6f Lower Canada are not as in Upper Canada-—" |
they are almost entirely non-sectarian Roman Catholic schools. - Des the.
honourable gentleman, then, desire to compel the nrotes;tw.ower
Canada to avail thmnéclvcs“qf Roman Catholic institutions; or leave their
children without instruction 7. I am further in favour of this schemo be-
cause it will bring to an end the sectional discord hetween Upper and

Lower Canada, It sweops away the boundary line between the provinces ;-5

50 f4r as regards matters common to the whole people—it places all on an
cqual-level—and the members of the federal legislature will meet at last,
as bitizens of o common country. ‘The quesntiox)[z that used to excito the
mést hostile feclingN\among us have heen taken away from the general
legislature, and place\quder the control of the local bodies, 'No man need
hereafter be debarred fromwgceess in public lifo hegmuse his viows, how-
ever popular in his own section, aro unpopular in tho other, for he will
not have to deal with sectional questions ; and the temptation to the
government of the day to make eapital out of local prejudices will be
greatly lessencd, *if not altogether at an end.  What has rendered promi-
nont public men in one section utterly unpopular in tlgo othexin past years?

-Has it been our views on trade and commerce—immigration—-land sottle-

ment—the canal system—the tavili—or any other of the great questions of *

money to local purpossg-—the allotment of public lands to local i)m‘ 3es—

; national interest? Noj it was from our views as to the applying oiyublic

the building of local roads, bridges, and landing-pers with public flyuls —
the chartering of “ecclesiastical institutions—the granting of public llf)ncy
for scetavian purposes—the interference with our school systom-+- and\simi-
lar matters, that the hot feuds between Upper and Loywer (fa.nxula hiave
chiolly arisen, atd caused our public men, the more faithful thoy were to
the opinions and wishes of one scetion, to ho the more uimopql:\r in tho
other. A most happy day will it be for Canada when this l)il.l goes into
effect, and all theso subjects of discord are swopt from the discussion of our '

logislature. \

I am fucther iu favour of this scheme as a remedial measure, because
it brings to an end the doubt that has so loug hung over our posjtion, and

. .
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gives a stability to our future in the eyes of the world that could not
otherwise have been attained, ‘ T S

Hox. Mg, Hovrox : Hear, hear !

Mz, Browx : The hon. member for Chateauguay cries *“ hear, hoar ” in a’
very credulony t:ono; but the hon. member should be one of the very last
to express doubts on this point. Has he not, for many yecars, admitted
the absolute necessity of constitutional changes, cre Peace and prosperity
could bo established in our lanq ? Has ho not taken part in the c'outests
to obtain those changes? Has he not oxperienced tho harsh and Jiostilo

feelings that have pervaded this House and the wholé®ountry ? And did he

not sign the report of my committeo last session, declaring a federal union -

to be the true solution of our troubles, political and coustitutional 7 And
‘does the honourabla member. think these matters were not well known in
- the United States, and that the hope of our annexation to thc'/ropubIK\\'ns
not kept alive by them froin year to year? Toes he fancy that our dis.

cords and discontent were not well known iil Great Britain, and that the .-

capitalist and the emigrant were not influénced by our distractions? 1)ges
he fancy that People abroad, as well ag at ‘home, did not perfectly under-
stand that Upper Canada would not much longer submit to the injustico
from which she suffered ; and that until the future relations of the two
sections were adjusted, no one could predict safely what our futuroe pééb
tion might he? But when the measuro before us has bovn ndoptcd»«\\'h‘cn
justice has been done to both sections—-when ail are placed on an cqual
+ footing—when the scetional matters that rent'us have been banded ovor to
sectional control—when sectional expenditure shall be placed on sectional
shoulders—-will not a scuso of security and stability be inspired which-we

never before enjoyed, and never conld have cnjoyed undor existing circum-

stances? Viewed then from & merely Canadian stnn(l-point~—viowed solely
as a remedial measure—1I fearleasly,assert that tho schenie in tho Speaker’s’
hands is a just and satisfactory remedy for the gvils nnd injustice that hav

so long distracted the province; and o strongly do I feel this, that wero

. overy word of objection urged against our unjon with the Maritime Pro.'

© Vinces just and true to the very letter, 1 would not hesitato to adopt the “.‘
union as the price of a measura of constitutional reform in Canada so just |
and so complete as now proposed. So far from the objections urged against
union with the Maritjne Provinces being sound, so far from union with
them being a drawback to this measure, 1 rogard it as tho crowning advan-.
tage of tho wholo scheme. I make no protension to having been in past
years an advocate of the inmnediate union' of the British Ametican colonies,
I always foit and always said that no statesman could doubt that such was
the hest and almost the certain future destiny of those colonies 3 but
doubted greatly whother the right time for the niovemont had yot arrived,
I knew littlo of the M:\riti.n;e Provinces or the feelings of their people ; the
negotjations for a unjon were likely to be difficult and long protracted; and .
I was unwilling to accept tho hopo of a measure 80 remoto and so uncortain -
in'lien of the practical romedy, for practical evils in Canada which wo were

i
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carnestly secking to obtain, and which our own lo qslature had the power
“ - immediately to grant. But of lato all this has Yeen changed. The cir-
' cumstances are entiroly altered. A revolution| has oceurred in Great
Britain on the subject of colonial relations to the arent state—the govern.
ment of the United States has become a great warlike power—our com-
mercial relations with the republie ave scriouslé' threatened—and every
man in British America has now placed before him for solution the prac.
tical question, What shall be done in view of the hanged relations on which
we are about to enter? Shall we continue to_ ftrugule along as isolated
communities, or shall we unitg cordially togbth r to extend our’commerco,
to dovelop the resources of our country, and/to defend onr soil ¥ But ,
more than this: many of us have learned, sincd we last met here, far more
of the Maritime Provinces than we ever did {before. . We have visited tho
K Maritime Provinces—we haye seen the coun{
and marked their intelligence, their industry
investigated their public affairs and found then satisfactory--we have
discussed terms of union with their statcymen) angl found thiat no insuper-
. able obstacle to unton oxists, and no necessit for\long delay, Weo come
- _ to the consideration” of the question to-day jn a totally different, position
- from what we ever did beforo 3 and if the Hofiso will grant mo its indul-
gonce, T think 1 can present unanswerable argupents to show that this
union of all British America shgml? qbe heartily and promptly accc[)t¢(l by
all the provinces, : ' o

ry—pe have met tho people
:{n(l their frugality —we havo

y L / .

e I am’in favour of a union of the Briti<h Ame ican colonies, ﬁn’st,fho-
cause it will raiso us from tho attitudoe of a number oflinconsi

into a great anil power{ul people. - ‘The unitdd popu
- Scotia, Now Biuns\\'ick\;\;'mvfoundl:uul and/ Prince

this moment \'or}“c!osc ‘on four willions {nf soulpl - Now, thuroll are ' in
t’of that iumber there are only
s¢ coloniey united, while three

Europe forty-cight sovereign states, and ou

cleven having n'gre.}tcr Boly_llntiou tl‘mn‘th .
of the oleven are so littlo ahead of us that hifore the néxt census Is taken, -
in 1871, we shall stand equal XI\ population

derable c"oldnies
ation of Canada, Nova
Edward Island, i3 at

\

to Tho nintly sovereign stato of
Surope.  Then the pullic rovelnes of the {uuit'cll provinces for 18G4 wero . -
Vo $13,260,000, and their expenditures sm'm ed up to 8 2,607,000, And B
. largo as these sums may appear, it is sdti‘sf}nctorg' to knoy that ;iho taxa- -
al . tion of British Ameriga—'-,-wcrc there no r duction from resent burdens,
\ ' " which I am suro -thero will be—will Le o 1e-third less pér head than the
- taxation of England or. France. There are only five or s§x countries in
- . Europe in which the taxation is less than ours will Be, dnd these,’
S moreover, are cither petty principalities gr s_t;\tcs which Ao ot cnjoy a .
very high degreo of civilization, S f o -
X h . y .

vinces, they
0.600,963 ;

" Then, as regards the imports and exports of the united pre
.. summed up in 1863 to the following dimepsions:  Imports, $

exports, £66,816,604: total trade, SIST,‘I#T.SGT. - Now, I should “liko
honourable gentlomen to notice this fact, that in 1793 —long after the
United States had achioved their indepondenco_and established) a settled
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government—their oxports and inu)oris did not amount to one-third what N
ours do at this moment. * There are few statesin Furope, and those with a
vastly greater population than ours, that can boast of anything -like the
oxtent of foreign commeree that now passes through our hauds,

Then, as-to our agricultural resources, I find that 45,638,854 acres have \
passed from the governments of these colonicsintopri\mtc hands, of which
only 13, 128,229 are yet tilled, and 32,510,625 acresg have still to be hrought
into cultivation. The whole of these forty-five millions are picked lands
—most of them selected by the early settlers in this country ; and if owr
annual agricultural prodicts are so great now, what will they bo whon the
thirty-two millions yet to pass underthe plough have been brought into
cultivation? gnd what will they not be when the vast tracts still held by
government are peopled with hardy settlers ¥ According to the census of:
1861, the value of the agrienltural productions of the p\e\'ious year in the /
united provinces of British America was 8120,000,000 ; and if we add to
that the garden products, and ‘the improvements made on new lands by
the agrioultural labourers of the provinees, it 'will' be found that the actual
product of the industry of our farmers in that year was £150,000,000.
The assessed value of our farms—whicl is al\vx{ys greatly less than thereal »
value—was 8550,000,000 in the year 1861, - ’ :

: Then, in Li'cgar\d to the minerals of the united provinces ; what vast
N fields of profitablo industry will we have in the great coal beds of Nova
X - Scotia, in the iron (l\npos_its found all over the provinees, in the exhaustloss
copper regions of Lakes Huron and Superior and .the castern townships of -
Lower Canada, and in the gold mines of the Chaudiéro and Nova Scotia,

i / , , And if the mind strotehes from the western bounds of civilization through

. b .
those great north-western regions, which wo hope cre long will be ours, to

g o " tho castern slope of the Rocky Mountaing, what vast souirces of wealth to
! ) the fur trader, tho miner, the gojd hunter and thé agriculturst, lie there
0 ) ~ ready to be developed, . : o L

Nor ¢an another source of wealth bo altogethor forgotten. The Presi-

. - dent of the United States is said recently tb have declared that the produce

' - of the petroleum waolls of the United States'will in half a dozen years pay

_oft the wholo national debt of the ropublic.  Well, wo too havo *struck
oil,” and evegy day brings us intolligende of fresh discoveries, and if the

. enormous debt of our neighbours ‘may possibly bo met by the oily stream,
may wo not hope that somo-nmtor'inlAmldition_ to our annual industrial
revenue may flow from oyr potrolowm rogions ? ’ o

" Another vast branch of British American industry is the timber and
lumber trade. In the year 1862 our saw-mills turned ont not less than
772,000,000 fcet of manufactured lumber, and our whole timber exports -
summed up to the value of 815,000,000, C

The manufacturing interests of thto provinces, too, are fast rising into
. e importance ; agricultural implcnmnt works, woollon factorios and cotton
mills, tanneries and shoo factories, iron works and rolling mills, flax works

W
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and paper mills, and many other extengive and ];roﬁtablo mechanical
establishments are springing up among us, and rapidly extending their
operations. Aund to add to all, we have already 2,500 miies of railway,
4,000 miles of clectric tolegraph, and the noblest canal system in the
world, but which, I hope, will soon be infinitely improvel,

These are some examples of the industrial spectacle British America
will present aftor the union has been accomplished ; and I ask any mem-
ber of this House to say whether we will not, when thus united, occupy a
position in" the eyes of the world, and command a degreo of respect and
influence, that Wo never can enjoy as separate provinces? Must it not .
. affect the decision of many an intending emigrant, when ho is told not of
the fishing and mining pursuits of Nova Scotia, or of the ship-building of,
* Now Brunswick, or of the timber trade of Lower Canada, or of tne agri-

culture of Upper Canada, but when he is shown all these in ono view, ag
the collective industrial pursuits of British America? I am persuaded
tgl_{:\t thiy union will inspire new confidence in our stabilit ,» and exercise
the most beneficial inflyenco on all vur atfairs. I bolieve it will raise the
valuo of our public sccuritics, that it will draw capital to our shores, and
secure the prosccution of all legitimate enterprises; and what I saw while
in Eogland, a few weeks ago, would alone have convinced me of this,
Wherever you went you encountered tlre most marked evidence of tho -
gratitication with' which the confederation schemo was received by all
classes of the people, and the'deep interost taken in its succoss, Lot mo
state one fact in illistration. For somo timo provious to November Jast
our securities had gone very low down in tho market; in consequence, as
my honourable friend the Financoe Minister explained the other night, of
the war raging on ouf horders, tho uncertainty which hung over the future
ol this province, and the fear that we might be involved in trouble with
our neighbours, Our five pertent. debentures went dm‘hl-iu the market
, %0 low as 71, hut the recovered from 71 to 75, I thiuk, upon the day the
resolutions for confederation, which we aro now'discuasing, reached Lon-
don. Well, the resolutions wero published in the Lond\on papers, with
culogistic editorial articles, and the immediate cffect of tho scheme upon
the'public mind was such that our fivg’per conts, rose from\75 to 92,

-Hox. Mz, ;‘Houro.\' : What has [ylt them down sinco ?

has put them down since. But I say that, if anytiing could show more
clearly than another tho offcct this union'is to have on our position over the
world, it is a fact like this, that our securities went up 17 per cent. in con-
gequence of the publication of the details of our scheme. The honourable
member for Chateauguay asks, ** What put them down agan?” I will
toll him.  They remained at 81 or 92 until the news camo that a raid had
been made from Canada into the United States, that tho raiders had been
arfcst_od and brought ‘)cforo a Cmn}d'iag court, and that upon technical

legal grounds, not only had they beon set free, but the money of which

thoy had robbed the bLanks had bgoiu handed over to the robbors. The

Hox, MR, Browx : 1 will preseitly tell the honourable gentleman what .

. .




|
s
!
.i

-effect of this news, coupled with General Dix’s order, was %o dPFixe doLn

3922 LIFE AND SPEECHES OF

our securities 11 per cent, almost in ono day. But, as my honobrable fri
the Finance Minister suggests, this is but an additional proof of the accuracy
of the argument I have been sustaining—for this would not have happened,
at all ovents to tho same oxtent, if all the provinces had been united and

© prepared, as we'aro now proposing, not only for purposes of commerce but

forfpurposcs_of defunce, ;

- Secoudly, I go heartily for the union, because it will throw down - tho
barriors of trade and give us the control of a market of four millions of
people.  What one thing has contributed so much to the wondrous material .
progress of the United States as the freo passage-of their ‘products from
one stato to another 7 What has tended so much to the rapid advance of

_all branches of their industry as the vast extent of thoir home market,

creating an unlimited demand for all the commodities of daily use, and

-stimulating the onergy and ingenuity of producers? [ confess that in my.

mind this one view of the wion—the adddition of nearly a million of people
to our home consumers—sweeps aside all the petty *objections that are \

“. averred against tho schenyo, What, in comparison with tiis great gain to

our farmers and manufacturers, are the fallacious money objections which
the imaginations of honouralfe gentlemen opposite have summoned up?
All over tho world we find nations eagerly longing to extend their domains,
spending large sumns and waging protracted wars to possess themselves of
gre territory, untilled and uninhabited, Other countries offed large in- -
ducements to foreigners to omigrate to their shores—freo passages, freo
lands, and froo food and implements to stArt them in the world. We our-
selves support costly establishinents to attract immigrants to ouy country,
and are satisfied whon our annual outlay brings us fifteen or twenty thou.
eand souls. But horo is & proposal which is to add, in ono day, nearly -
a million souls to our population—to add valuablo territories to our domain,
and secure to us all tho advantages of a Iargo and profitablo commerce now
oxisting.  And ‘becauso some of us would have liked certain of the little
dotails otherwiso arranged, we aro to hesitate in accepting this alliance!
Have honourable gontlomen forgotten that the United States gladly paid-
twonty millions in hard cash to have Louisiana incorporated in tho repullio?
But what was Louisiana then to the Americans in comparison with what the
Maritime Provinces aro at this momout to Canada ? I put it to honourable
gontlemen opposito—ii the United States were now to offer us tho state of
Maino, what possible sum could be named within tho'compass of our ability ,
that we would not e prepared to pay for that addition to our country #
If wo wero offored: Michigan, Iowa or Minnesota, 1 would liko to know
what sum, within the compass of Canada, we would not be prepared to
Pay ? Theso states are portions of a foreign country, but hero is a peoplo
owning tho same allegianco as ourselves, loving the samo old 8qd, enjoying
the samo laws and institutions, actuated by tho samo impulses and social
customs; and yot when it is proposed that they shall unite with us for
burposes of commerce, for the- defenco of our common country, aund to -
dovelop the vast natural rosources of our united domains, wo hesitato to
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adopt it! If a Canadian goes now to Nova Scotia or New Brunswick, or
if a citizon of these provinces com here, it is like\going to a foreign -
“country. The custéms officer meets you at the frontier, arrests your pro-

gress, and levies-his ir
us is to throw down al

-of one, citizen of the whole; the proposal is that our l‘::\r_mors, and manufac<

tucers and mochanics
village of the Maritim
bring their fish, and ti

v Lo

VR

-

HON. GEORGE BROWN. ~ ~ ' = 393 |

i
Pt

nposts on your effects.  But the proposal now before ., |
I barriers between the provinces—to make a citizen I

» shall carry their wares unquestioned into every

|
|
|
I-
|
|
|

e Proyinces, and that they shall with equal freedom f

ieir coal, and their West India.produce to our threo |

millions of inhabitants. The proposal is, that the law courts, and tho
schools,.and the professional and indpstrial walks. of lifo, throughout ajl

the provinces, shall Le

thrown equally open to us all, ,

Thirdly, Tam in favour of a union of the provinces becatiso—and I call |
the attention of honcurable gentlemen opposite to it—bgcause it will mako /

us the third maritime stato of the world.,  When this unién ig accomplished, l '
“but two countries in tho world will be auperior iy maritime influencs to
those are Great Britain pud the United States. In | i,

British America, and

. 18063, no fewer than 6

the nggregate tonnage

in Canada, 158 vessels, with 67,209 tons; Nova Scotia, 207 vessols, with

28 vessels were _bullt in British Awmerica, of which
was not less than 230,312 tons, There were built

40,8062 tons; New Brunswick, 137 \!Csspls,. with 83,250 tons; Prince Kdward *
Island, 100 vessels, with 24,991 tons ; Newloundlaud, 26 vessels,.with 6,000 B

ﬁons; total, Q'.!S vessel

8, with 230,312 tons.  Now, in 1861 —the year pre-

ceding the outbreak of the civil war-~all the vesscls l'milltuin. the United
States, with their vast seaboard.and thirty willions of people, were in the
n'ggrogqto%)‘l:t ‘2.“33,193. tons—only three thousand tons in excess of the
British Anrerican Provinces, And 1 hositate not to atlirm that if the

people of British Ame

facilities wo unitedly

rica unite cordially togother in utilizing the singular .
possess for the oxtension of the shipping: and ship.

building interests, many years will hot clapse beforo wo groatly surpass our -

~ neighbours in this luer

Hox. Mw, Horrox
Oowa now?

ative branch of industf‘y. - o i
: How miu,/h of the shipping built in that year do wo

L 3

‘Ilox. Mi., Brow~: How much 6f wh:\i the A;néri-*n};a built in 1861 do

» they own now ? Why is my hi)noumblejrieml so auxious to decry the

industry of his country-? 1If we have not the ships it is hecauso wo

sold them, and the n

moro, In 1863-we soll ships built. by our mechanics to the large amount

of 9,000,000 in"gold.

wney 18 in our pogkets, aind wo are ready to build -

But if_lllY—-lll)llOllrﬂlllc"f{‘ielld from ()Imtc.’guguiiy

will permit me, I am going, on to induetrinate ‘him ui)on tho point of th

ownership of vossels-— .

Héx, Mr. Horrox

Hox. Mr. Browx :

_instructed ; well, will

by British America?

\

: Don’t !

a

“Ah! my honourable friend does no require to be

ho tell us how inany tons of shipping are now ownad
) , ) e

-

I
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Hox, ‘M. Hourox :t Iam awz‘xre that most of the vessels my honourable
friend speaks of, and the buildinig\of which he cites as a proof that we will
be a great maritime power, were sold abroad. Building ships is a good
thing, ‘and selling then is a bettef‘, bu{ that does not provous to be a great
maritime power, ;o : L

v P

—B8 o

. »HoN, MR, Browy t My hon/(;urable friend cannot eat his cake and have -
it too, If we dot 89,000,000 for a portion of the ships wo built in 1863, it is
clear we cannot own thoem also, It did not require & man of great wisdom
‘to find out that, But I.was going on to show the amount of shipping that
‘Wwas owned in these provinces, I hold in iny hand a statement of the vessels

owned ‘and registered ;‘i" British America, made up to tho latest dates, and = -
I find that the_‘provinf:os unitedly own not fewer than 8,530 vessels, ‘with +

fan aggrcgato-tommgo of not less than 95‘2,246_t0ns.
Hox. Mr. Hortox : Sea-going ? *
Hox. MR, Brow {1 Sea-going and inland. ' o
. Hox. Mn, ][omoiz (ironi;:ally) : Hear, hear? .

Hox. Mr. Browy : Why is my honotrable friend so anxious to depre-

ciate? Is it then so ioplomblo a thing to own inland vessels ? None knows : ‘

botter than my honoLmblo friend when to buy and when to sell—and yet, . .

I greatly niistake if there was not a time when my honourable friend

thought it not ﬁo-ba{l a thing to be the owner of ships and steamers on our,

inland seas.' . Am I Wvrong in believing that my honourable friend laid the
foufidation of his wdll-merited fortune in the carrying trade of the lakes ?

*and is it for him, |from nfomentary partisnuslnjp, to depreciate such an
important branch- ¢f lmtional,industry? What mattérs *‘where the s.‘\ip" )
-floats, if she is a gdod and a sound ship ?—and the inland tonnage includes ’
.80'many steamers, fhat in value it will- compare favourably with that of .
the sea-going. On the 31st Decomber, 1864, Canada owned 2,311 vespels, .
of 287,187 tons; in 1863, Nova Scotia owned 3,639 vessels, of 09,554/tons; -
New Brunswick, 891 Vpsse]s, of‘ 211,680 tons; Princ‘e Pklw:}rd,lslnhd, §60
vessols, of 34,222 tons ; Nowfoundland, 1,429 vessols, of 89,603 tons ; total,
8,630 vessels, of 932,246 tons. Now, it is quite true.that the United States
have a much larger ommercial navy than this, and Groeat Britain a vastly
larger ono ; but it is equally tragphat tho c’ountry next to them in import-

* ance is France, uuLl that uotwi&!ﬁhnding her thirty-five millions of people, . .
largo foroign trade, and extonsive gea-coast, she owris but 60,000 tons of
shipping more than British America; In 1860, the aggrogate commercial
navy of KFranco:was but 996,124 tons. I say, then, that oven as ship-
Jowners the British American confederacy will occupy from the firat a

*, proud place ambng the maritime statos of the world, and that when her

ships hoist a distinctive flag alongside the Cross of Red, there will be fow
geas in which it will not bo unfurled. And let me here mention a: fact

~ which camoe undér my notice while, recently in-the. Lower Provinces—a
fact of great impertance, and from which, I think; we, wlio are moro inland,'\ .
may well profit. |I learned that, as in the British isles, a system of joint. *
stock ship-buildiyg has been spreading over many parts of tho Maritimo -

.
. -
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N LET - - .
/| Provinces, | Ships are built and owned inggmall shares—say in'sixteenth,

thirty-second, or sixty-fourth parts, and’all classes of the peoplo are taking
small ventures in the trade. . Most of the ships so-builf are sold, but a
portion, and an increasing portion every year, are sailedJand sailed with
profit, by the original joint-stock holders. . T was dglichted to be told that
some of those clipper vessels which we often hear making wonderful
trips trom China and India and Australia to British ports)
and owned in New Brunswick, under this juint-stock system. So much for
the building and‘ownership of ships ; now let me show you what will be the

strength of the united provinces in seafaring men. By the census of 1561,

it appears that the number of ‘sailors and fislprmen then in Canada was
5,958 in Nova Scotia, 19,637:in New Bruunswigk, 2,765; in Prince Edward
Island, 2,318; in Newfoundland, 38,578 total, 69,256, - Whether regarded
merely as a lucrative branch of industry, or as aftecting our taritime posi-

are vesselg built -,

Sy

tion before the world, or as a bulwark of defence in time of weed, this one

“fact that British America will have a ccombined force of 70,000 seamen,
appears to me an immense argiment in favour of the union.  And let us
look at the products of the labour of a portion of these men—the fifhermen,
From the latest veturns I haverbeen able to meet with, T find the joint
p'réductsbof our gea-coasts and inland lakes were, in the years named, esti-
ypted at the following values: Upper Canada (1859), 8 50,000 Lower
Canada (1862), $703,805; Nova Scotia (1861), 82,072,081 ; New Brunswick
(1861), 2318,530; Newfoundiand (1861), 86,347,730 toral, ]10,022,236, 1

-ty ant

-

was unable to find_any estimate ag regards Prince Edward Island, but
“fancy the anfount thére must be ahout $200,000.  But be this as it may,

so valnable a fishing tra\d as this of the united provinces does not exist in
any part of the world, Ok ud o doubt these estimates ave far under the
fact, as a large portion of thddelicious food drawn by our people from the
sea and inland waters could no possibly be included in the returns: of the
fishery inspectors,  And let us obgerve, for a moment, the important_part

" played by this fishing industry in “f foreign commerce of the provinctp.

The exports of-products of the sea in t\he year 1863 were as "follows: Frdm
Canada, $789,913; Nova Scotia, 82,390,661 ; New Brunswick (1862), 2303,477;
Ncwfmmdlapd, $4,000,970; l’riinﬁl‘hiwa\\l Island, $121,000 ; total exports,
§7,696,021,  Add to this, 20,000,600 rcceivc\in the same year for new ships,

" and we have $16,696,021 as one year's forcigh exports of our ship-building

and fishing interestss  With such facts beford us as the result of only a
partially developed traflic, may we not fearlessiplopk forward to the future

in the coiftident hope of ‘still more gratifying redults, whien, by combined,

and energetic action, a new imjietus has heen given to these valuable
. 9
branches of industry?

But there remains a still moro singular comparisomto be made, 1 refer

to the statement-of ships annually entering' ml(l.lea_\'glg our ports, Of

‘course overy one comprehonds that l\\ large amount of thé tonnage entering-
and leaving ports on the upper Iakes is repeated in the returns over and .

over again, This is tho case, for ihét:mcc, with the ferry boatd between

the American and Canadian shores, that carry passengers and a small quan.
.

* .
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tity of goods. It would be unfair, to put down the tonnage of such bpats;
overy time they enter or leave a port, as foxeign, commerce.  Still there is
a large amount of valuable shipping engaged in the.inland trade, and a vast
amount of frejght is carried between the countries ; and the only just plan
is to state separately that which is sea-going shipping and that which is
inland. Acting on this plan, I find that in 1863, the tonnago between .
Canada and foreign ports was as follows:

. Inwards;  Qutwards, Total.
Canada ......... _// 000,041,300 1,001,805 2,133,204
Nova Scotia . ...~ ....... 712,939 T19,915 1,432,854
New Brunswick............ 039,258 V727,727 1,386,985
- P E! Island (1862)......... 69,080 - 81,208 150,283

Newfoundland .. ...... ... 156,578 148,610 303,188

: : 2,639,164 . 2,769,355 5,408,519
Inland Navigation. : ’ '

Canada......, e 3,538,701 3,368,432 _ 6,907,133
* s ———— — ) .;__.;.,_..._
Total tons.......... 6,177,865, 6,137,787 . 12,315,652

Now, the United States age in the same position as we are in respect to this
inland traflie, and they include it in their returns as is done here. And

~ what do you think is the difference between their tonnage and ours ? Why,

ours is over twolvo millions and theirs is but sixteen millions, There 'are™

- not four millions of tons of difference bgtween the two, And let it be

* recollected that the Unifed States have had sevonty years start of us. As

~—

regards IFranco, the wlole amount of shipping that entered and left the -
ports of that great country in one Year was but 8,436,734 tons —four mil. |

" - lions_of tons less than that of the British Amerjcan Provinces. May we

not then, when this union is accomplished, fairly- claim to be the third
maritimo state of the world ; and may we not even entertain the hope that,
at somo future day, a still higher position is not beyond our reach, when
the days of puberty hav® leen passed and the strength of manhood has
been reached? I ask hoourable gentlemen, in looking at these figures,
to consider what the eftect must be when they are set down thus collect-
ively, side by side, in ofticial commereial returns, in comparison with the

commerce of all the great maritime states? Will it not strengthen o'ur'

T T . . . M
“position abroad ? will it not give us a degree of influence and importance

to have it known that British America wields 8o large a share of the world’s

© commerce?  Aud if honourable gentlemen will still further consider the

deep importance to Canada, in her inland position, of exercising her just
influencé in the control of s0 valuable a maritime interest, I think they
will come to the conclusion that all tho objections urged aguinst this union
are, in tho balance of its advantages, utterly contemptible, :

,/In the fourth place, I'%o for a uli(ion of the provinces, beeause it will ‘givo
8 new start to immigration into our country, - It will bring us out anew
prominently before the world—it wiil turn earnest attention to our re.
sources, and-bring to our shores a stream of immigration greater, and of.a
better class, than wo ever had bofore, 1 was in England when the first

/
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_ public anncuncement of this schemo was mado,,:md witnessed, with pleas. ‘
. " .ure, the marked impression it produced. You could hot go abroad, youn .
' could 7\3\_{ enter into nn)/ companyy in any class of socie‘ly, where Canada or '
- the British American Provinces were mentioned, but you heard this union
movement spoken of almost with enthusiasm. And I say that 1t is desir- -
able that this scheme ghould not l}j; delayed, but be carried through promptly .
»nd vigorously, I hesitate not/to say that it shoul®be accomplished with
a vigorous effort to give a new /mpctus to our industrial enterprises, to open
up fresh lIands for scttloment, and to cheapen the transport of our prodice
. to the sea-bnard. With the, 'consummation of this unien, I trust we will .
have a new immigration and a new iand settlement policy—that we will
ascertain every lot of land wve actually own, so that a printed list may be
. placed in the hands of every immigrant—that the petty price we have been
hergtofore vxacting will 1o louger be exagted, but that to actnal sattlers,
who come among us to hew out for themsél\'gs and their children homes in
the forest; no bnrt‘hen or condition will ‘be doninn’Jetl, ‘bevond resident
occupation for a certain number of years, aud a fixed amount of improve-
s A ment on the land. " / A ' ‘

v

How. Mr, HO\LT(\)‘VN: Unfortunately for your argument, the lands will

be in the hands of the local governments. '
i

Hox. Mg, ]h:yow.\“\: So much . the better. My honourable friend c:\qn oo
manage his public lan{ls in Lower Canada as he likes, and we will manage . -
" ours, And, speaking fpr the western seétion, I am bound to say there are
very few shreywd men in Upper Canada who do not feel that far more public
. benefit is tg be gained from the industry of a hardy actual settler upon 100 -
acres of land given to hili; free, than the trumpery $1350 that can be squeezed
out of hille\S its price, the payment of which keeps him in trouble perhaps

* for’years, z'\\ml retards thc\n'ogrcs's of the country. On this question of immi-

- gration ’tur‘l‘t\s, in my opipi\?n, the whole futurefsuccessof this great scheme
which weare now discussitly,.  Why, there is ii: rdly a political dnd financial
or social problem suggested \by this union that does not find its best solution
in a large inﬂ\ux of immigr.-\tiuu. The Jarger our population, the greater
will he our productions, the more valuablo our oxports, and the greater our
ability to '(l‘c\'el\op the resources of .our country. The preater the number,,
of tax-payers, and the more densely they are settled, the more lightly will
~the burden of taxation fall apop us all.  And in this guestion of immigra-

/ tion is found ‘thel only true solut\\on of the problem of defence. ~ Fill up our
vacant lands; double our population, aml we will at once he in position

- to meet pramptly and effectually any invader who may put his foot with
hostile intent upon our soil. \ ' : .

' And this question of immigration naturally brings me to the great sub-
ject of the North-West Territories. The resolutions before us recognize
. the immediate ncéessity of those great territories being brought within the
‘ confederation and opened wup for settlement. But I am told that, while
the Intercolonial Railroad has been made an absolute condition of the com-

pact, the opening ul; {)f the great west and the enlargement of our canals

.

- N \
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)ln'vesbeerl Teft in doubt. Now, nothing can be more unjust than this,
Let me read the resolutiong : ’ ‘

‘ Tl;c\geneml government shall secure, . withou ay, the completion
of the Infercolonial Railway from Rivigre du Léup, 2 New Bruns.
wick to T'ruro, in Nova Scotia, ‘ ST ‘

** The communications with the North-Western Territory, and the im-
provements required for the development of the trade of the great west
with the seaboard, are regarded Ly this conference as subjects of the high-
¢t importance to the federated proviuces, and shall be prosccuted at the
carliest possible period that tho state of the finances will pormit.”

Tho confederation is, therefore, clearly committed to the éari';ing out
- of both these enterprises. I doubt i there was a member of the confer-
“ence who did not consider that the opening up of the north-west and the
improvement of our canal system, were not as clearly for the advantage of
the Lower Provinces s for the interests of Upper Canada, Ifl(lceql, one
gentleman held that the Lower Provinces were more intercstéd—they
widhed to get their products into the west, they wanted a buck ~country
as much as we did, they wanted to be the carriers for that great country
—and they were, therefore, to say the least, ag much intérested in these
questions as we were. But honourable gentlemen lay stress upon *the
point that, while the gne enterprise is to be undertaken at once, the other
i3 not to be commenced until the state of the finauces will permit. No
doubt this is correat, and tio reason for it is sumply this: *Ihe money has
already heen found for the Intereolonial Railway. They mast he well
aware that the late g(,‘\'crnment (the )Iacdonahhﬁicotto administration)
agreed to huild the.Intercolonial Railway, and obtained from the Tmperial
government a guarantee of the debcnturps for building it,. s6 that that
money is ready, at a very low rate of interest, whenever required, We
know where to find the money for one guterprise ata pate we ar¢ able tohear, |
and can thus at once goon with a work which uust bo gone on with jf this
union is to be consummated, But we don't know this of the other {u’eat
work 3 and we.all felt that it would he exceedingly indiscreet—T, mysglf,
as the special advocato of opening up the great west and of the enlarge-
ment of our canals, felt that I could not put my name to a document which
declaved that ae all linzards, while our five per cent. debentures we‘r(’i
quoted at 75 or 80 per ¢ent, in the money market, we would commence'at
onge, without an hnnr’{dc]ay, any great public work whatever, Honour- .
able gentlemen opposite must not imagine that they have to do with a set
of tricksters in the thirty-three gentlemen who-composed Shat conference,
What we have said in our resolutions was deliberately adopted, in the
houeﬂ:"sense f the words employed, and not for liurposes of Ilecoption.
Both works Ate to go on at the catlicst possible moment our finances will
permit, a1 honourable gentlemen will fird the members of the cabinet,
from Lower as well as from Upper Canada, actuated by the hearty desire
to have this wholo scheme carried out in its fair meaniny,
Y /
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,\.\y’\hemréccnmy in England, I was charged to negotiate with the Impe-
rial governtiient for the opening up of the North-West Territories. In a

few dziys_ the papers will be laid beforo the House, and it will then bo seen L
whether or not this governmentis in earnest in that matter. The gentle-

men who formed the conferenco at Quebec did not enter upon their work
with the miserablo idea of getting tho advantage of each other, but with a
due sense of the greatuess of the work they hai o hand, with.an carnest
Jcsire to do justice to all, and keeping always in mind that what would
benefit ‘pne section in such a union must ‘necessarily benefit the whole, it
bas always appeared to me that the opening up of the north-west aught
to be one of the most cherished projects of my ljononrable friends from
Lower Canada. Lating the discussion on'¥e question for some yvears back
I'had occasion to dip deep in north-west lore —into those singularly interest-
ing narratives of life and travels in the north-west in the olden time, and
into the history of the struggles for commercial dominaney in the great
fur-heariug regions ; and it has always struck me “that the French “Cana.,

ia

dian people have cause to look back with pride to the bold and successful -

part they played in the adventures Jof those days.  Nothing perhaps has
tended moijc to create their present national character than the vigorons
habits, the power of endurance, the aptitude for out-door life, ndc’luire(l in
their prosecution of the north-west fur trade. Well way they look forward
with anxiety to the realization of this part of our scheme, in contjlent hope

that the gre.#t north-western traflic shall be once more opened up to the

hardy l"l‘enclP Canadian traders and Loygenrs,  Last yqiu‘ furs to the value
of £250,000 s‘]tg. (31,400,000) were carried from that territory by thé Hud-
son's_Bay Cos rany—smuggled off through theNee-hound regions of James’
Bay—-that the preteuce of tho barrenness of tho country,nud the ditliculty

——

. | . A .
of conveying merchandise by the natural route of the St. Lawrence, may bo

kept up nvlittl‘.o longer. The éarrying of merchandise into that country,
and bringing down the bales of pelts ought to be-ours, and must ere long
be ours, as in the days of yore ; and when the fertile plaitfs of that great
Saskatchewan ].territory are opened up for settlemaft and cultivation, 1 am
confident that'it will not only add immensely to our annual agricultural
produgts, lmt ;Ill‘illg us sources of m‘iucg‘al and other wealth on which at
- present we do not reckon, :

While speaking on this question of immyjgration, T would remind tho

House, and 1t is impossibl?ﬂy) urgo it tuo strongly, that these provinces are

communities, When s party in Europe thinks of emigrating heve, he has to

ascertain separately all about New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island, -/

and Nova Scotia, nn:(l Upper and Lop'cr Canada, and if by clm‘ncc ho
meets a party from some one of thesé provinces, he has to listen to a picture
of the merits of that one section in high contrast to the demerits of all the
rest, and the result is the poor man’s ideas about us becoma n mass of con-
fusion, On the other hand, if ho secks to know the inducements for emi-
gration to New South Wales or New Zealand, he gots it in one picture-;

“r LA

in g very disadvantageons alipect, as different

in an oflicial form—and the offer is made to pay his passage to these landg ’
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of hope. A large smount of emigration, and of money which the emigrant

takés with him, are thus carried off to a}ppcll more distant lund than this,

and one that does“[ not offer equal inducé\ments to the settler. But how

different will all this he when these provinces stand united, and present to 4

omigrants a dombidation of so many bmuch\eg af profitable industry ? Yn! R

turning over sognc; United States statistics, I\ recently fell upon a \:cry' '\"lf“‘,_.-’

curious official cal ulation, made by tho Unitegd States government, as to

the value of immigration. By the census of 1§61 the population of the:

United States was over thirty millions ; and thi calculation was to ascer- '

tain what the population would have been had there been no immigration

into the country, hut the population had heen lefg to advance solely by its

own natural incm:u‘;e. And what do you think wal the result > Why, it iy

shown that if the Cnited States had received all th immigrants that came

to them up to 1820, and tha\sto ped receiving them, the population, at )

this moment, inste:\l«l of 30,000,000, would have be l‘l)llt 14,601,485, It

is shown that if immigration hn(}\gone on until 1810, land stopped then, the

population now would have heen ouly 12,678,562, MHhd it stopped in 1800,

the population nm& wouid have Dleéen 10,462,044 ; ahd had it stopped in

1790, the pdpulution now, instead of 30,000,000, would have been but

-8,789,969,  These dre most valuable facts, which shéuld bo impressed on

the mind of every public man in British America.  If we wish our country

1 " ' to progress, wo should not leave a single stone unturned to attract the tide

' of emigration in this dircction ; and I kuow no better ‘method of ‘securing

that result, than the gathering into one of these five provinees, and pre.

i ’ - _ senting ourselves to the world in the advantageoug light whicls, when
united, we would occupy. - . . “
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Fifthly, I am in favour of a union of these provinces, becaude it will
enablo us to meet, without alarm, the abrogation of the American reci-
" procity treaty, in case the United Sfates should insist on its abolition,
£ 1 do not helieve that the American government is so insane as to repeal
: _ " that treaty, But it is always well to be prepared for, contingencies ; and
I have no hesitation in saving tl’at if they do repeal it, should this union
of British America go on, a fresh outlet for our commerce will be opened
Up to us quite as advantageous as the American trade has ever been, I
have never heretofore ventured to make this assertion, for 1 know well
; . what a serious task it i3 to change, in one day, the commereial relations
¥ of such a country as this. When the traflic of a country has passed for a

lengthened period through a particular channel, any serious change of
that chaunel tends, for a time, to the embarrassment of business men,
-‘and causes serious injury to individuals, if not the whole Community,
Such a change we in Canada had in 1847, But as it was in 1847, so it will
bo in 1866, if the reciprocity treaty is abolished. Our agricultural interest
had been built up on the protective legislation of Great Britain, and in
1847-it was suddenly brought to an end, We suffered severely, in conse.
¥ ‘- quence, for some years: hut by degrees new. channels for our trade opened
up—the reciprocity treaty was negotiated—and we have been more pros-
perous since 1847 than we ever were before, Aund so, I havo not a doubt,

i O R
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as that treaty has unquestionably been to us—and it has beon more profit-
able to the Americans—astill, were 1t brought to an end to-morrow, though
we would suffer a while from the change, I am convinced the ultimate
result would be that other foreign markets would be opened to us“quito as
profitable, and that we would speedily build up our trade on a sounder
basis than at present.. A close examination of the working of the reci-
procity treaty discloses facts of vital importance to the merits of the ques.
tion, to which you never hear the slightest allusion made by Alklt‘l‘iCNI

speakers or writers,. Our neighbours, in speaking of the treaty. ke‘cp con- .
_stantly telling us of gho Canadian trade—what they take from Canagla and
. what Canada takes from themn) Their whole story is ahout the H)uying

and selling of commodities in Cagdh.  Not n whisper do you ever hear
from them about their buying and sling with the Maritime Provinces—
not a word about the enormous carryini trade for all the provinces {which

they monopoliza—not a word of the largh sums trawn from us for oup vast -

tratlic over their railways and canals—3nd not a whisper as to their im-

- mcnse profits from tishing in_our waters,\secured to them by the treaty.

No; all we hear of is the exports and impdgts of Canada--all is silence as
to other parts of the treaty. - But it must not\be forgotten that if the treaty
is abolished and this union is accomplished, an abolition of reciprdeity with

‘Canada means abolition of reciprocity with all the British American pro-

vinces—meansRringing to an end the right of the Americans to fish in our

© waters; their right to use our canals ; their tight to the navigation of the

St. Lawrence ; amil that jt also implies the taking out of their hands the
vast and lucrative carrying trade they now have from us. It must be

‘will 1t be in the event of the reciprocity treaty being abolished. Profitable

always kept in mind that though the United States purchase from Canada’

. a'large amount of agricultural products, a great portion of what thoy

purchase does not go into consumption in the states, but is merely pur-
chased for transmission to Great Britain and tie West India markets.

They mercly act as commission agents and carriers in such transactions,

and splendid profits they make ont of the business, But beyoml this,
another large portion of these produce purchases, for which they take so
much credit to themselves, they buy in the same manner for oxport to the
Marjtil Provinces of British America, reapiug all the benefit of the sea-
going as'well as the inland freight—charges and commissions,  The com-
mercial returns of tho Lower I’rovinces shqow not ouly that the Awmcricans
send a large quantity of their own farm prodiicts to those provioces, but g
considerable amount of what they (the Americans) receive from us, thereby
gaining the double advantage of the carrying trade through the United
States to the seaboard, and then by seg to the Lower Provinces. I hold in
my hand a return of the articles purchased by the Maritime Provinces from
the United States in 1863, which Canada could liave supplied. 1 will not

—

detain the House by reading it, but any member who desires can have it -

for examination. 1 may state, however, in brief, that in that year the
breadstufis alone bought by the Lower Provinces amounted to no less
than 34,447,207; that the import of meats, fresh and curéd, amounted to

- \ . A
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$659,917; and that the total value of ‘products which the Lower Provinces _

might have bouglit more advantageously from us, summed up to over

seven millions of dollars. The Americans must tllé:efore bear in mind,
that if they abolish the reciprocity treaty, they will not only 19sc that seven
millions which they now receive for their products, but the carrying trade

which goes with'it. But, on the other hand, when we have this upion, °

these products will, as they naturally should, ko down the St Lawronce,

not only for.the advantago of our-farmers, but swelling the volume of our
own shipping interests, The Americans_hitherto have had a large por-
tion of our carrying trade; they bave brought us our goods—even our

European goods—and takep our produce not only to Europo but even to

) . the Lower Provinces ; and'T say oue of the hest features of this union is, '

(\ . : that if in our commercial relations with the United States wo are compelled’

. by them to meet fire with fire, it will enable us to stop this improvidence,
and turn thie turrent of our own tradeo into olir own waters, Far be it from
me tosay Famah advocate of a &8ecrcive commercial policy ; ou the contrary,

. entire freedom of ~trayle, in my opinion, is what woe in this country should

4 X r ~ strive for, Without hesitation, 1 wonld, to-morrow, throw open the whole r

of vur trade and the whole of our waters to the United States, if they did-

the same to us.  But if they teil us: in the face of all tho advantages they

get by reciprocity, that they ar.c/(cterminc(l to put a stop to it, and if this

is dono through a hostile feeling Ao us—deeply as I should régret that this
should be the first uso made the northern states of their uuw-)(m_u:(l

- liberty—then, I say, we have f policy, and a good policy, of our own to o
fall back upon, »And 16t 10 say a word as toltne eftect of the repeal of
“reciprocity on the American | shing interest, The Americans, in 1851, had
engaged in the cod and ma skerg® fishing, in our waters, shipping to the
extent of 129,014 tons ; Lut nder the influence of the reciprocity treaty it -
rose, in 1561, to 192,662—a increase, in ten years, of upwards of 13,000

' oo ‘ tons, or fifty per cent. The/repeal of reciprocity will givo us back all this

inerease, and more, forit wjll be a very different thing in the future from

what it was formerly to i' ach on our fishing grounds, when these pro-

vinces are united and determined to protect the fisheries of the gulf. This

} © . . fishing intevest is ono which may be cultivated to an extent difticult, per-

\‘_ haps, for many of us to conceive. .But wo have only to look at tho amount
; : of fish taken from our waters by the Americaus and other nations, and the
i ‘ advantages wo possess, to pérccive that if wo apply ourselves, as a united
¥ ‘ : people, to foster that trade, we can vastly increase the great traflic we now

enjoy.  On the whole, then, I come firmly to the conclusion that, in view

' _ - of the possible stoppage of the American reciprocity treaty, and our boing\'»
t ~ compelled to find new chanaels for our trade, this union presents to ug

l : advantages, in comparison with which any objection that has beon oftered,

or can be offered to it, is utterly insignificant, , ‘

..Siggll)'; Tamin favour of the union of the proviuces, because, in tho
ovent of war, it will enable all the colouies to defend themselves better,
and give more oflicient aid to the empiro, than they could do soparately,

I am not one of those who over had the war-fever ; I have not belioved in

R i S i
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getting up large armaments in this country ; T havé\pever doubted tlmt/u
military spirit, to a certain extent, did necessarily form‘} rt of the character

“of agreat people ; but I felt that Canada had not yot reached that stage in
her progress when she could safely assume the duty of tlot% ce; aud thht,
8o long as peace continued and the mother country threw her shield around
us, it was well for us to cultivate- our fislds and grow in nu\

f
\bqrs and
material strength, until we ecould look our chemics fearlessly in the fdce,/ . .
, ! A /

But it mlylst.bo'admitted-—aml there is no us‘(:'of‘; closing our eyes b({thé’
fact—that this question of defence has been placed, within the last twﬁ
years, in a totally different position from wlhiat it ever occupied l)cf0>é.
The time has come—it matters not what ical party may be in pow;ep\
in England—when Britain will insist on a reco isideration of the milit}‘ry
- relations which a great colony, such as Canatla, ought to hold to the empire,
And I am free to adit that it is a fair and just demand,  We may doubt
whether some of the demands that have been made upon us, without r‘lcgar(l
to our peculiar position at the moment, and withdut any attemptx/to dis-
cuss the question with us in all its breadth, were either just or well con-
sidered, But of this I think theie can be no doubt, that when the time
comes in the history of any colony that it has overcome the burdens and
cembarrassmeits of carly settloment, and has entered on'a carecr of per-
manent progress ‘and prosperity, it is only fair and right that it chould
contribute it¥ quota to the defence of the empire, - What that quota
“ought to be, I think, is a matter for grave deliberation antz discussion,
as well as the measure of assistance the colony may look for,.in time ofs
war, from the parent state; and assuredly, it is in this spirit that the
prosent Imperial government'is desirousof approaching thé question., " I
am persuaded that nothing more than that which is fair’ly due at our
hands will be, d::mande(l from us, and anything less than this, I am sure,”
* the people of Canada do not desire. In the conversationg’ I had, while in
" England, with public men of differerit politics, while I found miny who |
+ considered that the conuection between Canada and Englnnd involved the
mother country in somo danger of war with the vowerful state upon our
borders, and that the colonial -system devolved heavy and unreasonable
burdens upon the mother couutry, and while a still larger number thought
we had not acted as cordially and energetically as wo ought in organizing
our militia for the defence of the proviuce, still I did not mcet one publie
man, of any stripe of politics, who did not readily aud heartily declaro
that, in case of the invasion of Canada, the honour'of Great Britain would
be at atake, and'the wholg strength of the empire would bo unhesitatingly
warshalled in our defence. But, coupled with thgs, was the invariable and
most reasonable declaration that a share of the burden of defence, in peace
and in war, we must contribute. And this stipulation applies not ouly to .
;. Canada, but to'every one of the colonics. Already the Indian empire has
been made to pay the whole expense of her military establishment. The
Australian colonies have agreed to pay £40 ‘sterling per man for every
“soldier sent there. This system is being gradually extonded; and, union or
1o union, assuredly every one of these British American colonics will bo
‘ . " .

\,
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called upoﬁ to bear her fair share towards the defence of the onipire._ And

“who will deny thatitisa just demand, and that great colonios such as these
" should Le proud to meet it in a frank and earnest spirit. Nothing, I am ‘
bpe»r_sumle(l, could bo®hore foreign to the ideas of the people of Canads, than
that the people of England should be unfairly taxed for service. rendered to
‘this province, Now; the question presented to usissimply this: Will these
contributions which Canada and the other provinees must hereafter make
- to the defence of the empire, be better rendered by a hardy, energetic
population, acting as one people, than as tive or six separate ‘communities ?
‘There is no doubt about it. But not only do our changed relations towards
the mother country call on us to assumo the new duty of military defence
—aour changed relations towards the neighbouring republic compel us to do
so. “For mysclf, 1 have 1o belief -that the Americans have the slightest
thought of attacking us. I cannot believe that the first use of their now-
found ii})erty will be the invasion, totally unprovoked, of a peaceful pro-
vince. Ifancy that they have had qiite enough of war for a good many
years to co\me, and that such a war as one with England would certainly
“be is the Iast they are likely to provoke. There is no better mode of
warding off ‘\v:\\r when it is threatened than to be -prepared for it if it
comes. The Americans are now a warlike peoplo, They have large armioes,
a powerful navy, an unlimjted supply of warlike ‘munitions, and the car-
nage of war has to theth been stript of jts horrors, The American side of
‘our lines alroady bristles with works of defence, and unless wo are willing
to live at the mercy of our neighbours, we too must put our country in a
state of eflicient proparation. War or no war, the flccessi.t.y of placing
- these provinces in a thorough state of defence can no longer be postpouned,
Our country is coming to be regarded as undefendéd and indefensible—the
capitalist is alarmed, and. the immigrant is afraid to come among us, Wore
1t nerely as a measure of commercial advantage, every one of these coloniey
must meet the question of nilitary defence prompiiy and encrgetically,
And how can we o this so efticiently and cconomically as by the union
how proposed ? T have already shown that union would give us a body 6f.
70,000 hardy seamen ready and able to defend our sea-coasts and inland
lakes; let us now seo wht would be the military strength of the confedera-
tion. By the last consus (1861) it appoars that thg, men (from 20 to 6o
years of age) capable of bearing arms in British America, were as follows
Upper Canada, 308,935 ; Lower Canada, 225,620 ; Nova Scotia, 67,367 ; .
New Brunswick, 81,625 ; Newfoundland, 25,532 ; Prince Edwardn Island
~{from 21 to 60 years of age), 14,819 ; total, 693,95.‘ With the body of -
efticient soldiers that might bo obtained from this vast array of men, the
erection of defensive worksat salient points, and tho force of British troops
~ that would soon como to our aid, who can doubt that thofnvasion of our
country would be successfully regiated ? ) '
Seveutbly, I.am in favour of this union becauloe it will give us a sea-
board at all scasons of the year. "It is not to be denied that the position -
of Canada, shut off as she is from the sea-board duiing the winter months,
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is far from s.;ttisfactory;‘nnd should the United States carry out thejr in-

. 8aue threat of abolishing the bonding system, by which our merchandige

passes free through their territory, it would be still mare embarrassing, -
The Maritime Provinces are equally cut off from communication -inland, -

Now, this embarrassment "wil'l be ended by colonial union. The Intercolo.
nial Railway will give us at all times access to the Atlantic through British

territory.  As a commerecial enterprise, the Intercolonial Railway has not,

I apprehend, any considéiable merit ; as a work of defence it has, how-

ever, many advocates ; but if the union of the provinces is to g(j on, it is
an absolute necessity ; and ns\, the price of: union, were there no other argu-
ment in its favour, I heartily go for it. "The advantage it will confer on
the Maritime, Provinces can havdly be overrated. It will make Halifax
and St. John the Atlantic sea-ports of half a continent ; it will insure -to
Halifax, ere long, the establishment of a line of powerful steamers running

in six days from her wharves tosome near point on the west coast of Ireland; -

and it will bring a constant stream of ‘passengers and immigrants through
those lower provinces that never otherwise would come near them, =
1. N .

- Tcould go on for many hours piling up arguments in favour of this
scheme, but already I have detained the House too long, and must draw to
aclose, But I think I have given reasons enough to satisfy every candid
man who desires the advancement of his country, why this House shonld
go urianimously and enthusiastically for *“ the union, the whole union, and
nothing bt the union I Before sitting down, however, there are one or

two general objections urged against the scheme which I am desirouis of

'\;nceting, and I will try to do so as briefly as possible.  And firat, I an told
“th

at we should have mage the unjon legislative and not federal. Undoubt-

" edly this is'a point on which ditférenp opinions may be honestly held by'
men sincerely secking thi€ same ends ; but, speaking my own cws, I think:

we came to a'most wise conclusion, © Had we continued the prbgéut legisla.
tive union, we must have continued with it the unjust system of taxation
» for local purposes that pow exists, and the scctidnal bickering would have
gone on as before. - And can any honourable gentleman rc:\lly/ believe that it
would have been possible for a body of men sitting at Ottawa to administer
cfliciently and wisely the parish business of Red River and Newfoundland
and ail the‘comltry between? Only think of bringing suitors and witnesses
“such distances to promote a bill for closing o side-ling or incorporating
aclub! And if such o thing were desivable, would it he possible for any
body of men to go through such a mass of work? Why, the Imperial
parliament, with 650 members, sits for eight months in the year, and oven

our parliament sits three or four months ; how then would it be possible |

-for the legislature of all the provinces, with a thousand or twelvo hundred

. bills before it, to accompligh it all?. The whole year would not sutlice for
it—aud who ‘in theso colonies is able to sacritice ](s whole time to the .

duties of public life ? But there is-another reason why the union was not
made legislative—it could not be carricd, We had cither to take the
federal union or drop the negotiation.  Notonly were our friends from Lower

N
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Provinces. There was but one choice open to us—federal union or nothing.
Bag, in truth, the scheme ri__ow before us has all the advantages of a legis-
" lative union and a fcdcml“o e as well. We have thrown over on the
; localities all the questions <‘1(;:ich ckpérience has shown lead directly to
! local jealousy and discord,/ﬁhd we haveretained in the hands of the general
;. government all the 'po\ﬁn‘sfncccssary to secure a strong and eflicient ad-
ministration of pu?i affaics. By placing the appointment of the judges
in the hgnds of “t/l) geueral‘.'govcrnmcnt,'nn(l the establishment of a central
court of ‘appeal; we have secured uniformity of justice over the whole land,
By vestiug,rfho appointment of the licutenant-governors in the general
governmont, aud giving a,veto for all local measures, we have secured that
no injustico shall be done witholit appeal in local legigation, For all
dcﬁlh’)gs with the Imperial govermmnent and foreign gol}niltrics, wo havé
glothed the general government with the most ampla powers. * And finally,
/"W matters of trade and commeree, banking and currency, and all ques-
/ tiohg common to the whole people, we have vested fully and unresﬁictcdly
in the general governmeny, The measure, in fact, shuns the faults of the
“fedghal and legislative,systems apdado7ls the best parts of both, and I am
well persuaded it will:work etlidiently and satisfactorily,

/Cz\nmla against it; but sé ;vere most.6f the delegates from the Maritime

Iam told that the cost of working‘ this federation s¢heme will be enor- -
nous.  Now, it would be a very rash thing for m¢] or any other person, to
assert that the experise- will not be great ; for we all know that any system
of government may:be made ‘either economical or extravagant precisely
according to the discretion of those who administerit. = But this I am con- '
fident of, that with (.)rdin:\ryl{ diseretion, far from being more costly than the
oxisting systom, ‘a .very considerable reduction may bo readily effected ;
and one thing is qlplite\certain, that no ingenuity could make it a more
costly or oxtravagant system than the one we have now. Undoubtedly
tlfe mode in which - the local :governments shall be constructed will very
much affeot the costof the whole scheme ; but if we adopt (as I earnestly
liope we will) simplo and inexpensive machinery for local purposes, I am

" quite satisfied that there will be a reduction to the peoplo of Canadaon *
the amount they now contribute. I have great confidence in the economical

“effect of placing local.oxpenditures on logal shoulders, and in the salutary
inllucnco,'in the same direction, of the representatives of the Maritime
Provinces when thoy come among us,

Hox. Mz, Hoirox : The trouble is that t‘hey will spend our money—not -
theirs, N , ‘ e !

.o ;

Hox. Mir.'Browx ; The honourable géntlem’au is entirely wrong, and I

~am amazed at his making such a statement. There is no portion of the .

: - . community that will pay more money, per head, to the revenuo, thau the .
people of the Maritime Provinces. If the honourable gentleman had /
turned up the commereial roturns of thoso lower provinces and calculated '
the effect of our tarift) if applied to them-—or oven a tariff' less than ours,

i
[
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for our tariff must Be reduced—he would have known that they will hear
their full proportion of the national burdens, . . IR

T am told that the arrangement as to the debt is unfair—that we have .
thrown on the federal exchequer the whole of the flebts of the Maritime
Provinees, but only a portion of the debt of Canada. * There is not par- .
ticle of force in this ohjection.  The whole deht of Canada is £67,500,000,
but five millions of this is due to our own peopld” to meet which there are
certain local fuils. Now, if we had thrown the whole 867,_."»00,”00'011 the -
federal treasury, we must also have handed over to it the local revenues,
which, so far as these five millions m‘%onccmcd, would have been pre-
cisely the same thing.  But, as regands the public debt with which the
federal government would start, itfwould not have heen the same thing,
By restricting the debt of Canada to 262,500,000, we restricted the debt of
the' Marisime Provinces to the same proportion, or 325 per head of their
population ; but had we thrown our whole debt of sixty-seven and a half
millions on the confederation, the proportion of debt for the scveral Mari-
time Provinces must, have heen increased, and the whole debt very greatly
augmented. Butin throwing these five millions on the local govemnients of

" Upper and Lower Canada, do we impose a burden on them they are unable

to bear? Quite the contrary; for with the debt, we give them the corres. )

ponding sources of revenue from which to meet it. - The local governments - -

of Upper and Lower Canada \\'i“*fw\"cl'ﬂ”y not only have fands, from the
subsidy and other sources, to meet all expendituve, but a large swiplus
besides, 1 am told that this federation seheme may be all very right- it
may. be just, and the very thing the country needs—but this government
had no authority from pavliament to negotiate it. The honourable mem-
ber for Cornwall (Hon. John 8, Macdonald) particularly pressed this objec- *
tion, and I am sorry hoiis not in his seat. S

. Hos. Me. Hoprox: 1t is qilit(} true, -
Hox. My, Carriken ; No, the reverse is true,

Ho~. Mk. Brows: I am astonished to hea such™a statement re-

peated.  No one knows better than the honourable I/_Iémber for Chateauguay

and the honoutrable, menber for Cornwall that injthe ministerial explana-

tions brought down to this House at the time lof the formation of this
governnlent, it was distinetly declaregd that the golt‘erum(:nt was-formed for
the special purpose of maturing a scheme of fo{dcml union, and that jt
would take means, during the recess, for opening negdtiations with the
Mantimé' Provinees, to bring about such a uiion,’, '

Ho~. Mr. Hovrox: But not to conclude them.

Hox. Mr. Brows: What we have done is entirely subject to the
approval of pailiament, The honourable member for Cornwall is the vcry
last man who should haye raised such an objection, for he attended o
caucus of the liberal members of lllc assembly, heard the whole phns of the
government explained, precisely As th?%y have been’carried out, and h&e"was

?
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+ - Mr: Duskiy s And I heard somgthing more said—that nothing should
Y be done which did not leave the IHouse perfectly free. _ ‘ .

\\ “Hox. MEg. Browx : I can assure my honourable friend that, as far_ag
that goes, he never was ‘more free in his life than now.~ We do not
pretend, to gay thit anything we have done l)in(ts this House ; apy member
may object if he pleases: but 1 do say we reccived the approval .of the

~ Houtsc for opening negotiations, and it is a miserable pretence to say any-,

o tllil\lgl to the contrary,  We did no more than has been done by every

. . . .' ) .
[} N LT . . . .
. &® . R

. . . ) , ) _ - .
the very person who moved that L should go into the govbenment' to give .
v\\ them effect. : : - ‘

government; under the British systein, that ever existed.  We have but

made{l compact, subject to the approval of parliament. So far as this
R

government is'concerned, we are firmly committed to the scheme i but so

. far as the members of fhe legislature are concerned, they are as free-as air;

but I am.confident that this House will almost unanimously accept it—and

.

not, with changes and ‘amendments, but as a whole—as the very best com-

oy )
-Promise:arrangement that can be ohtained, i
Hox. Mg, Hortox: We haye not the treaty-making power. e
- - v . &
v R . L
, Hox, Mr, Browx: I remember a government formed from that side of

the Housc, and the honourable Vmen_xbe'r for Hoclielaga {Hon, Mr., Dorion)

T /\ iHTenTesier it too, which ‘made a treaty respecting the l)uildinﬁ' of the
—r——r— “'—d/v

7" Intercolonial Railroad. The honourable member for Cornwall was premier

. of that government, and it does not lie in his moutli now to object to what

he lgimself did. But the hongurable gentleman is entirely wrong when he
- says we had no power to make this compact with the Maritinie Provinces.
‘We had full power, expyess instructions to enter into 1t.

¢ 7 ’
Hox, Mz, Hovrox : Did the Parliament of England give von ' that

power? - ) - “ .

. N . N -3 R
Hox. Mr. Browx: Ne; the honowrable gentleman ought to know that

-the treaty-making power is in the Crown—the Crown authorized us spe- -

cially to make this compact, and it has heartily approved of what we did.

. Tamtold That the people of Canada have not considc}‘éd'thié Schéme,

' ;- and that we ought not to pass it without appealing to the electors for their

approval. Now a statement more jncorrect than this, or more injurious to

. = the people of Canada, could not be made. They uot only ]‘iuve considered

this scheme—for fifteen yeéars they have been earnestly considgringbit-—bu

- they peorfectly comprehend it. If ever question was thoroughly debated

- in_any country, the whole subject of constitutional change’ has been in
Canada. There is not a light in which it could be'placed that has,not heen
thoroughly canvassed ; 5\ild if the House will permit ine, I will show from’
our histofical record how totally absurd this objection is. The question
of a f\edeml union was agitated thirty years ago, and here is the resolution

@%é?pted by both Houses of the Imperial parliament so far back as 1837: .
s

**That creat inconvenienco has been sustained by His Majeaty’s sub.

- fe(ﬁéﬂhabiting the provinces of Lower Canada and Upper Canada, from
. . - . . . . * .

oo . \
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the wantof soipie adequate means for Tegulating and adjusting questions
Tespecting the trade and commerce of the said provinces, and divers other
Questions wlietein the said provinces have a common interest ; and it js
expedient that tho legislatures of the gaid provinces respectively be author.

_ized to make provision for the joint regulation and’ adjustment of suel
théir cotnmon interests,” . . . I

In the instructions given'to Lord Durham by the Imperial government
in 1838, this passage occurs : . , :
- 7 "It is clenr that some plan must he devised to meet the just demands

-of Upper Canada. It will be for your Lordship, in conjunction with the
comntittee, to consider if this should not be*done by constituting $0me
“joint legislativc~:u1thority, which should preside over all questions o: com-

“ mon interest to the two provinced, and which might Le appealed to in
extmordinary cases, to arbitrate hetween contending parties in either ;

preserving, however, to cach provinee its distinet legtslature, with au.

« % thority in all matters of an gexclusively domestic concern. I this should

”

be your opinion, you will have further time to considei’ what shouli bethe,
natureand limits of such authority, and qll the particulars which ought ¢
be comprehendal in auy scheme for its establishment,” a

In Lord Durhaw’s. admirable report of 1839, I find this passage :

““The bill should contain provisions by which any or all 0:"%"{0 other
North American colonjes may, on_the.application of. the Legisla ure, he,”
with the c{)nseul;of the two Canadas or their united legistature, admitted
into the union on.such ‘terms as may be agreed on between them, As the
mere amalygamation of the Hmlscsnf-Asscmb'ly of the two provinees would
not be advisable, or give at all a due representation to each, a parliamentary
‘commission should be appointed for the purpose of forming the clectoral

./ divisions and gletermining the \numl)er of members to be returned on the

' principle of giving representation as near as may be in proporiion to popu-
lation. * The same comthissjon should form a plan of loeal government by
elective bodiés,sul\u‘n&]in‘/ud to-the general legislature, and exercising a
complete control over siich local affairs as4lo not come within the provincee

. of gencral legislation, The playo framed should be made an Act of the
Imperial parliament, so as to meu t the general legislature frqm encroach.
ing on the powers of the local I)O«]icL. A general exceutive oif an improved
nrineiple should he est; blished, togt:thcr with the supreme court of appeal
for all the North Amerﬁn coloniey.”” et '

And heré is the statement of Lord John Russell, in 1839, while intro.
ducing the original bi|l founded on Lord Durhanr’s report: > $

“ The bill provides for the establishment of g central district pt
Montreal and jts neighbourhood,”at which the. government shall be carricd
on, and where the assembly shall meet. [ The other parts of Upper and of,
Lower Canada are each to be divided ix;#o two Tlistricts. It is proposcd
that these disWicts should be formed fox"){t‘hc purpose of becoming muni-
(_:ipa_l districts, for theimposition of taxes and ratzs for nll}lopal purposes.”,

A
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My next quotation shall be fromn thcg‘)rocecdings of a hody of gentlemen
. who made a great commotion in their day and -generation—the British
American League. I hold in my hand tle proceedings of the Ieague of
3rd November, 1819, and among other names mentioned I find those of *
the Hon. Gebx‘ge Moffatt, Thowas Wilson, the Hon. Geo. Crawford, the
Hon, Asa A, Burnham, John WV, Gamble, Mr, Aikman, of Barton, Ogle R.
Gowan, John I)ug'gm’, the Hon. Col, Fraser, George Benjamin, the Hon.
P. AL Vankonghnet, and last, though not least, the Hon, John'A. Mac-
donald—of whom, however, T find it recorded that he spoke in a very
jocose manuer. Here is the resolution of the league : Lo *

~ i

“That whether protection or reciprocity shall be conceded or with-
held, it is essential to the welfare 'of this colony, and ‘its future good
government,. thy!'a. constitution.should he framéd in unison with ‘the wighes_
of the people, and suited td the growing importaice and j itelligence of the
country; and that such constitution should-embrace a union of the British
North American Provinces.on nwutually advantageous and fairly arranged
$¢tms, with the concession from the mother countfy of enlarged powers
of self-government.” - - ‘ ’

I pass on to 1836, when we had the motion and speech of my hohourable-
friend the Minister of Finance (Hon. Mr. . Galt) in favour of a union of all
the British American Provinces, but, as the whole House is familiar with
it, I shall not read the document, But in the \'oieg.a_nd Proceedings of
this House, of 25th, April, 1856, I finl a very remarkable (lncumcl_ll:.
It is a notice of motion to be made in this House, and its contents are as

v

follows ; -t .

| Resolved,—1, That the inconveniences atising from the Legislative
Union betwéen Upper and Lower Canada, render desiralle the dissolution
of that Union, : v .

““2, That a committce bo’appointed to inquite into the means which
should be adopted to form a new political and legislative organization of
the heretofore provinees-of Upper and Lower Canada, either by‘thc‘cstnb-
lishmqnt of their.former territorial divisiens, or by a division of cach pro-
vinee 30 as to form a confe(lera}t'ion having a 'fedcral' government and a local
legislature for each one of the new provineds, and to deliberateas to the
course which should be adofited to regulate the atlairs of united Canada
in a manner which would be cquitable to the ditferent sections of the pro-

vinee.” . . . :

" Hox. Mk. Cartieg: Whose notice was thag? .

Hox! Mre. Brows: This notice of motion was given by my honourable
friend the member for Hochelaga (Hon, My, Dorion). : .

Hox. Mr. Doriox: It was in amendment of that of the honourable:

member for Sherbrooke, which I did not exactly like, o / .
V did not

Hox. Mg. Horrox : And which that honourable gentleman
venture to move, so that the’House did not pronounce upon it.
. s Y

-
.
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] Hox. Mg, Browx: But 'x‘ﬁy honourable friend (l){on. Mr, Dorion) made
a speech which 1 perfectly remember, “He held ts motion in his hand

while he spoke. . "t : o <. ‘\‘\
“Hox. Mk. Dorioy: 1 made a speech on the motion of the honourible “\
, - member for Haldimand, Mr. Mackenzie, not on my own. ) N
\Q}; - Hox, Mz, Brows . That does not signify. I seek not to fasten down - \

my honourable friend *to the views he then held, Much light hag been
thrown on the whole subject since 1856, and I trust we will all act on our )
conscientious convietions of what'is best for the country now, without .- . .
fegard to auy opinions we may at other times have held, But when my
hoyouralle friexi(.l and others allege that ‘tjhcr'c never has been in Canada an
agitation in favour of a federal systein, and that the people have never .
considered such a proposition, 1 think it dircetly fwAoint to prove the- ’ *
contrary liy my hon‘bumble friend’s - own proceedings,  The next step.in -
the constitutional agitation of the country was the formation of the Brown. -
Dorion administeation. That was in 1838 : and to sliow how serious my:-¢
honourable friend opposite (Hon. Mr, l)orfou) and myself and our ten
colleagues viewed the position of vt‘ie country from the denial of constitu.
tional reform, ‘l/\/vill read the oflicial statement of the basis on which the
government '\\'.j:/sAforme(l. I read from- the Journals of the Legislative
Council for 1838 . . ¢ e -

“For some Yyears past, sectional feelings have risgpl_i_n this country,which,

: ¢ b
especially during the present session, have scrinusl%\mpcdcd the carrying
f the government. The

onof the administrative and legislative functions of

late-admninistration made no attempt to meet these iflicultics or to sug- . .
gesb a remedy for them, and thereby the evil has heen greatly aggravated,
His Excellency’s pfesent advisers have entered the government with the
fixed determination to Prgpose constitutional measures for the establish.
ment of that harmony hetween Upper and Lower Canada which is essential
M.to the prosperity of the pihvinee, They respecttully submit that they hate

a right to claim all“the sapport which His Excellency can constitutionally - C.

.- extend to them in the pmsu(“futiou of this all-important object;”

Here was a government formed seven years ago for the express purpose
of doing that whicl we are mow engaged in—a government distinctly
telling the Governor-General that the veace and prosperity of the count/r‘i
were endangered because constitutional remedies were deferred ;- and yet: -
- my honourable friends opposite, who with me ' wero responsible for thati
document, tell us that weare not now in afit position to legislate upony this
“~question, But I come next to the'famous despateh to the Colonial Minister,
e signed in 1858 by my honourable friend the Mimster of Finance, the At .
. torney-(eneral {east), and the Hon, John Ross.” It stated that ‘¢ very .
i grave difliculties now present themselves in .conducting the government of o
_ Canada;” that “the brogress of population has heen more rapid in the»
‘western section, and claims are now niade on behalf of its inhabitants fof
'giving them representation in the legislature in propdvtion to their num. -
bers’; ” that ““ the result is shown by anagitation fraught with great danger

§ B b

-
.
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to the peaceful and harmonious working of our constitutional system, and,
consequently, detrimental to the progress of the province 3”7 that ¢ this
state of things is yearly becoming worse ;” and tifat ‘¢ the Canadian gov.
érnment were impresséd with the necessity of s cking for such a mode of
dealing with thosoe diiticultics as may for ever re?nowe them.”  What must
have been the state of public feeling whén the copservative government of
1858 ventured to use such language as this 2-a/id how can any one pretend
that the people do not comprehend this qyestion, when seven years of

agitation have passed siuce that document wa$ penned ?

I come riow to a still more im'pm'tant document—one that goes into the
details and the merits of just such a scheme as that before the House, I
refer to the manifesto issued, in 1859, by the Lower Canada,members of
the liberal party in this House. * It is very long, aud I will only read from
it a few extracts;: . . / ,

“Your committee are impressed with the conviction that whether we
consider the present needs or the profable future condition of the country,
the true, the statesmanlike solution is to be sought in the substitution of a
purely federative for the present so-cabled legislative union ; the former, it
is believed, would. enable us to escape all the evils, and to'retain all the

advantages, appertaining to the existing union, «* . .

*“The proposition to federalize the'Ganadian union is not new, On the
coutrary, it has ‘been frequently meoted in parliament and in the Press
during the last fow years, It was, no deuabt, sugyested by the example of

the neighbouring states, whede the admirable adaptation of the federal

" system to the government of an extensive territory, inhabited by people of

divers origins, crecds, laws and customs, has been amply demonstrated ;

but shapc and consistency were first impartéd to it in 1856, when it wag

formally submitted to parliament by the Lower Canada opposition, as

oflering, in their judgment, the true corrective.of the abuses generated
under the present system, . LI . P

“ By this division of power the general government would be relieved
from those questions of a purely local and sectional character, which, under
our present system, have led to mucht strife and illbwill, ., T

“ The committee believe that it is clearly demonstrable that the direct

_cost of maintaining hoth the federal and local governments neod not exceed

that of our present system, whle its cniormous indirect cost would, in con-

sequence of the additional ‘checks on expendituge involved in the new

system, and the more direct responsibility of public servants in the pro-

obviated,” . . . .

- vinee to the people immediately affected by such expenditure, be entirely

Rl
!

“The proposed system could in uo way diminish the importance of the

~colony, or impair its credit, while it presents the advantage of being

susceptible, without any disturbance of the federal economy, of such ter.
ritorial extension as cireumstances may hereafter render desirable, ”
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Now, who were the signers of the address *—on whose special responsi- -

bility was this manifesto sent forth to the world? Why, it was signed by
ny honourable friend opposite, Hon. A. A. Dorion, ‘Hon., T. D. McGee, -
Hon. L. T. Drul'nmond, and Hon. L. A, Dessaulles, four of the most able
aud most popular leaders of ‘the Lower Canada liberal party—theo part
now virulently opposing the resolutions hefore the' chair. So my honour-
able friend opposite (Hon, Mr. Dorion) not 'onl)'ragitatcd the country foy

constitutional chnugf:s, hut insisted that it should take the shape of a

. 4 s aqe
federal union, because of the chieapness of that system and the facility
“ib afforded for bringing-within the federation the other British Ameriean
Provinces; and yet, six years after the promulgation of this document, my
honourabie friend gets up and repadiates a federal union because of its
frightful cost, and because it does bring within the federation the other
: s , . @ ;

British American Provinces! . : :
Mz. PoweLL: Who wrote that document

Hox. Mz. Brows : 1 cannct exactly say who did the composition ; but
will x}bt my honourable friend from Chateanguay (How: Mr, lolton) per-,

v

mit me to ask if his hand is not discoverable mit? If so, he well may be X

proud of it, for it is a masterly.exposition. - ,

Hox, Mz, Horrox ; Will my honourable friend accept it as an amend-
ment to his scheme? ; -

Hox. M. Garr: Noj ours is hetter than that v .

5

. - . /> T
Hox. Mz, Brow~': I-come now to the great meeting of the reformers :
! N . - 2
of Upper Canada, known as the Toronto convention of 1839, and atl(vlnch i

570 delegates were present from all parts of the,{fvestern provinee, IHere |
are the two chief resolutions : ' [ i o
5. Rrsoleed,—That in the opinion of this assembly, the best practic-
able remedy for the evils now encountered in the government of Canada
is to be fd"fun! iu the formation of twoor more lozal governments, to which
shall he committed the control of all matters of a iocal or sectional charae-
ter, aud some joint authority charged with such matters as are nceessarily

common to both sections of the province. . '

6. Resolved,—That while the details of the changes proposed in the
last resolution ave necessarily subjé?)p for future arrangement, yet this
assembly deems it imperative to declare that no government would be
satisfactory to the people of Uprer Canadarwhich is not based on the prin.
ciple of representation by population,” - J,//

Here we have the very essence of the measure now before us for adop-
tion—decliberately approved of by the largest body of representative men
ever assembled in Upper Canada for a political pyrpose; and yet we are
to be told that our people do not understand the question, and we must go
to them and explain (, letter by letter, at an immense cost to the country,
and at the risk of lds?n the whole scheme ?  But let us see what followed,
A general electidn\was ordered in 1861—there was a fierce contest at the

.

|
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polls—and the main questipn at every hustings was :the demand for con-
stitutional changes. . The result of that contest wag the overthrow of the
Cartier-Macdonald ministry and the formation of the I\Iacdo‘nald-Sicot.te
administration in 1ts room. But so bitter had been the struggle for and
against constitutional changes; and so clearly defined were party lines upon
it, that it was found impossible to construct that government without a
distinet pledge that it would resist every motion made upon the sil{bject-

Hox. Mg. HoLrox : Did you recognize the propriety of that cou}se? :

Ho~. Mk, Browy ; No, indeed, T did not. T but cite the fact to\lshow
how ‘thoroughly the whole question has bheen agitated, and how perfectly
its Learings have, for years past, been understood, Well, mark what fol-

- lowed.  One short year had not passed over the heads of the Macdonahl-
Sicotte ministry before they tottered to their fall; and so repugnant to

the House and to the country was their conduct on the constitutional quck- W

tion, that they dared not appeal to the country until they-had changed
their avowed . policy upon it, and replaced the men who had forced upon
- them the narrow policy of the year before, by gentlemen understood to be
more in favour of constitutional changes. The governmcntA(I\Iacdo:mld-’
Dorion), so reconstructed, went to the country in 1863, hut in the year
following, it too fell ini,t/@ turn, simply because it did not deal boldly with '
the constitutional quest/i/’(m- ‘
Hox. MRr. Doriox :*We had tlie support of all who were in favour of
the question. /// » " ¢ ‘
Hos. Mz, Browy': Indeed, you had not. _ :
Hox, Mr. Howtox : Weshould have fallen if we had attempted to deal
‘with it. = ‘ L
Hox, Mr. Brow ;
policy upon it you mi
. Ma’cdouald-l)ogfon m
but it too sod by & majority of two, simply because it did not deal
with'the con;ﬁtutioual question-— L.
A ,\’0105:,5: Oh, oh! ’

4 A , s
s, 1\/11{. Brow~: My honourable friend cries *“Oh, oh,” and I am
‘pericefly ‘amazed at his: doing so. I{yu about to offer my honourable -

‘ deny that; had you pursued a bold -
it have bten in office up to this hour, Well, the *
¢ away fqr the Taché-Macdonald administration,

friend thé most complete proof of the correctnesstof my statement~pfoof
80 .coqufllsiire that if he does not accept of it as such, I do not know how
he ‘bal;/’be convinced of anything.  In one single day the Taché-Macdonald
administration, by taking up the constitutional question boldly, turned
. thei,;/'// minority of two into a majority of seventy. Could anything prove
. {nore unanswerably than this the deep hold this question has on the public
ifd, and the assured confidence of the members of this Heuse that their
cqflgtituents understand its whole merits, when, in one day, such a start-
lihg political revolution was brought about ? Was it, think you, a doubt-
/u consideration that could have induced the Upper Canada opposition,

4 - 3
//:\lmost a3 one man, to cast down their party intrenchments and make
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'conuﬁn\cause with their opponents? Could t ere have been the slightest
doubt as to the sentiments of our people and’the imperative necessity of
immediate action, when such men as now sit on the treasury benches were
forced, hy their supporters, to unite for the settlement of this question ?
And could there be a more conelusive proof of the ripeness of public opinion
than the unanimous and cordial manner in which our $0 uniting hds been
sustained by the press of all parties, and by the electors at the polls?
Never, I venture to assert, was any great measure S0 tlmrnilghly under-
stood, and so cordially endorsed by the people of Canada, as this measure
now under consideration, The British government approves of it, the
legislative council approves of it, this House almost unanimously approves

of it. the press of all parties approves of it ; and though the. scheme has-

already been directly submitted to fifty out of the one himdred cqnlagittlcll:
cies into which Canada is dividgd, only four candidates ventured to appear
at the hustings in opposition to/it—all of them in Lower Canada-—and but

two of them were elected, J .
. o .
L] i

s | . N

And yet we are to be told that we are stealing a mareh upon the
coﬁntry ; that it is not\un(‘lers,t'ood by the people: and that we must dis-
solve the House upon it, at a vast cost to the exchequer, and at the risk of
allowing political partisanship to dash the fruijt from our hands at ﬂl(,‘ very
homent we are about to grasp it !, T have no fears whatever of an appeal
ti the people. I cannot pretend to speak as to the popular fecling in
Lower Canada, but I think I thoi'qu-;hly understand the popular mind of
the western proviuce, aud I hesitate not to say that there are not five
gélltlcvllell in this ohamber (if so many) who cgul,d;g‘i_!!ﬁfm'e their con-
stituents in Upper Canada in opposition to this scheme, witli'i'lﬁ‘sligh_t\ust

chance of being returned. It is because I thoroughly comprehend tlie .

feelings of the people upon it, that I urge the adoption of this measure at
the earliest possible moment, The most gross injustice is to be reetified
by 1t; the tax-payer. is to be clothed with his rightful influence by it;
new commercial relations are to be opened up by it; a new impulse to
the industrial pursuits of the country will be given by it; and I for
one would feel myself false to the cause I have so long sustained, and
false to the best interests of my constituents, if I, permitted one hour un-
necessarily to pass without Briilginlg it-to a final issue, 1t was only by the
concwrrence of most propitious citcumstances that the wonderful progress
this movement has made could have been’ accomplished.  Most peculiar
were the circumstances that-enabled: "s'uch a coalition to be formed as that

now oxistingrfor the settlement of this duiﬂié)u ; and who shall say at what

hour it may not he rent asunder ? And’ yet, who will venture to aflirm

" that if party spirit in all its fiercenesé were once more to be let loose

amongst us, there would be the sliglvltes"‘t hope that this great question

D)

Gt

/
/

could be approached with that candour anil harmony necessary to its satis.

factory solution? * - .

, ) . .
. Then, at the very moment we resolved to deal with this iluostiou of
constitutional change, the Maritime Provinces were about to assemble in
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joint conference to consider whetker they ought not to form a union among
themselves ; and the way was thus most propitiously opened up. for the .
consideration of a union of all British America, The civil war too'in the
neighbouring republic ; the possibility of war between Great Britain and
the United States; the threatened repeal of the reciprocity treaty ; the
threatened abolition of the American bonding system for goods in tranasity
to and from these provinces ; the unsettled position of the Hudson’s Bay
Company ; and the changed feeling of England as to the relations of great
colonies to the parent state ; all combine at this moment to arrest carnest
attention to the gravity of the situation, and 8nite us all in one vigorous
effort to meet the cni'ejsﬁnc_v like men, .

The interests to bd dftected by this scheme of union are very large and
varied ; but the pressure of circumstances upon all the colonies is so
serious at this moment, that if we cannot now banish partisanship and
sectionalism and petty objections, and look at the matter. on its broad
intrinsic merits, what hope is there of our ever being able to doso? "An
appeal to the people of Canada on this measurq‘simply means, postpone-
ment of the question for a year ; and who can tell how changed ere then
may be the circumstances surrounding us? The man who strives for the
postponentent of this measure on any ground, is doing what he can to kill
it almost as effectually as if he voted against it. Let there be no mistake
as to the manner in which the’government presents this measure to the
House. We do not present it as free from fault, but we do present it as .

& neasure so advantageous to the people of Canada, that all the blemishes,

real or imaginary, averred against it, sink into utter insignificance in pres-
ence of its merits, We present it, not'in the precise shape we in Canada
would desire it, but as in the best shape the five colonies to be united coutid
agfee upon it.  We pregent it in the form in which the five governments’
have severally adopted it—in the form the Impertal government. hag en. -
dorsed it—and in‘the form in which we believe all the legislatures of- the
provinces will accept it. We ask the House to pass it in the exact form
in which we have presented it, for we know not how alterations may aflect
its safety in other places; and the process of alteration once commenced in
four different legisl“z‘;tures,' who could tell where that would end ? Every
member of this House is free as air to ecriticiso it if he so wills, and
amend it if he is able; butwe warn him of the danger, of amendment, and
throw on him all respbusibilit)} of the cons;equences.“ We feel confident

. of carrying this scheme as it stands, but we canuot tell what we can do if

it beamended. Let not honourable gentlemen approach this measure as a«

“sharp critic deals with an alistract question, striving to point out blemishes

and display his ingenuity ; but let us approach it as men having but one v

. cousideration befqre us—the establishinent of the future peace and pros-

perity of our country, Let us look at it in the light of a few months back

~—in the light J)f the evils and injustice to which it applies a romedy—in

the light of the years of discord and strife we have spent in sceking for

that remedy—in the light with which the people of Canada would regard

this measure were it to be lost, and all the evils of past years to be brought
9
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back upon us again. - Let'E‘\ honourable gentlemen look at the question in
this view, and what one of them will take the responsibility of casting his
vote against the nieasure? The future destiny of these great provinces
may be affccted by the decision we are about to give to an extent which at
this moment e may be unable to estimate, but assuredly the welfare for -
mmany years of four millions of people hangs on our decision. Shall we r
then rise equal to the oceasion *~shall we approach this discussion without ;
partisanship, and free from every personal feeling but the earnest resolution
to discharge conscientiously the duty which an overruling Providénce has
placed upon vs? It may be that some among us will live to sce the day
. when, as the result of this measure, a great and powerful people may have
ETOWn up on these lands—when the boundless forests all around us shall *
“ have given way to smiling fields and thriving towns-—and when one united”
government, under the British flag, shall extend from shore to shore; but :
who would desire to sce that day, if he could not recall with satisfaction |
the part he took in this discussion ?

I'have done. I leave the subject to the conscientious judgment of the
House, in the confident expectation and beliof that the decision it will
render will be worthy of the parliament of Canada. '
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THE RECIPROCITY NEGOTIATIONSH

The following specch was delivered in the senate duri11£; the session
of 1875, heing the one immediately following the reciprocity negotia-
tions at Washington in 1874, and was intended to he a semi-official
account of these negotiations—conducted by Sir Edward Thornton and
Mr. Brown as joint plenipotentiaries—and also a general review of the
whole trade relations of Canada with the United States, and a history
of the former negotiations, including the Washington treaty of 1871,
The speech also contains many statistical statements which My, Brown,
had prepared for his work at Washington.

ME. Browx saiid: In rising to make the motion of which I have given
notice; T am sure you will all feel that it js right and fitting, and will
be expected by the country! that I should take this carliest opportunity
of laying liefore the Hougg such a Sstatement of the recent negotiations
between the United States government and Great Britain in regard to
commerejal reciprocity between the United States and Canada, as may
* in-the public interest and befitting my position. T have the more
/%eagure in doing 50 because I fecl that in dealing with this matter hefore

the senate, I shall he sustainc«} by the honourable gentlemen who com- A
pose this body in taking an enlarged view of the whole question, in leaving
aside many frivolous criticisms that have'been made by political partisans,

andin contending that because A commercial treaty is very advantageous - -
for one party it does not follow that it may not be equally good for the
.« other. Itis very easy to fancy things that might advantageously have
been included or omitted in any such arrangement, but it must he always
borne in mind that when two parties sit down to make a bargain the
.result arrived atfcanuot be what cach desires to'obtain, but what hoth
will consent to. The merit or demerit of every such compact must there.
fore be tested by looking at it in jts bearings as a whole, and not by
o . minute disscction of minor points, - ’

I'shall not waste time by entering into any elaborate argument as to
the ad\'antages‘\\'hicjl{ must flow from throwing down the barriers in the
“way of international commerce between two countries so contiguous to
cach other as are the United States and this Dominion.' We have ample
proof of this in the commercial history of Great Britain since the union of
the three kingdoms. e have it still more’ markedly in the great material .
results directly flowing from the free interchange of products between the
several states of the neighbouring republic.  And nowhere can be found a
more gratifyingfiflustration of the grand results that tlow from commercial

o
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- freedom than we have in the progress of our own Dominion since the
accomplishment of confederation, Though the customs barrjers against
intertraflic betveen the British. North American provinces have only heen

removed since July, 1867, the united forcign® commeree of the provinces

has visen from an annual average, for thirteen years hefore confederation,

of $115,000,000, to the cnormous amount, in the scventh year nft(,-n"it, of
3240,001),()()0. Twenty-five years ago the subject of commercial reciprocity
was, I believe, quite as weoll if not hetter understood by the people of
Canada than it is now. It is twenty-one years sinee ‘the treaty of 1854
went into operation 3 but it took six years to negotiate it, and during that
time the people of the provineces hecame thoroughly conversant with the
various advantages which flow from such arrangements ; and if the states-
men who conducted the negotiations of those years were present to-day
they would hear with astonislunent that any member of this chamber
entertained a doubt as to the enormous advantage which must acerue to
both countries, from the consummation of such a treaty as that which has
been recently discl_lsscd.' It is only nine years since the old treaty of 1554
was brought to a close by the action of the United States government,
The wonderful success whicl attended that treaty is shown by the fact
that the interchange of traflic botween the United States and the British
North American provinees, during the thirteen Years of its continuance,
inereased from $33,000,000 in the year immediately preceding that in which
the treaty went into ol‘wmtion, to no less than 84,000,000 in 1866 —the

year in which it was repealed.  Since 1866 there have been several negotia-

tions with the United States for the venewal of the old treaty.

’ . ! . )
I will briefly vefer to each of them, net for the purpose of drawing
invidious comparisons—for 1 hope nothing will cross my lips to-day to

" excite party feeling-~but simply for the purpose of showing clearly the
- past history and present position of tllc';rcciprocity question.  Such ques:

tions as this should, 1 think, be regardél from a higher point than that of
mere partisanship.  We are all alike coneerned in the prosperity of our
foreign commerce, and in seeuring good 1‘('lﬂti()llV\'iﬂl our powerful neigh-
bours, and to these L;{ds we should all I‘u;m'tily contribute, whatever party
may be in power, or nrged with the negotiations, In the negotiations of
1865-6 for a renewal of the treaty, ofters were ‘madd to the American
government by our tincn Finance Minister, Sir A, 7. Galt, which my

opinion ought not to have been made. The govermment then existing in

Canada was the coalition government formed in 1864 for the- special pur.
pose of carrying confederation of the whole British North American pro-
vinees, * I was a member of that governmeyis and, as is well knp\\'n, it was
in consequence of the policy adopted l»_v/ny colleagues in the conduct of
the reciprocity negotiation that I felt compelled to resign my position as

President of the Exdeutive Council, Iresigned because I felt very strongly

that though we in Canada (lg{lived ‘great mlvf'mtagé fromethe treaty of 1834,
the American people derivel still greater advantage from it. [ had no

objection to that, and was quite ready to renew the old treaty, or cven to

N
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extend it largely on fair terms of-rcciprocity. But I was not willing to ;

ask for renewal as a favour to Canada; I was not willing to offer special

.
inducements for renewal without fair concessions in return ; I was not -

willing that the canals and inland watérs of Canada should be iade the
joint propérty of thé United States and Canada, and be maintained at their
joint expenise; I was not willing that the customs and excise duties of
Canada should be assimilated to the prohibitory rates of the United States ;
and very especially was I unwilling that any snele arrangement should be
entered into with the United States, dependent on the fraijl tenure of re-

- ciprocal legislation, repealable at any moment at the caprice of cither party.

I firmly believed that good as the reciprocity treaty had been for Canada,
in the event ‘of repeal, we had a commercial policy of our own open to us
for adoption not greatly inferior to that we would be deprived of ; and
unless we got a treaty for a detinite term of years, and conditions of fair

reciprocity, without such embarrassing entanglements as were proposed, T

was willing that the tréaty of 1854 should e repealed, and each country

left to follow its own course. My colleagues determined to proceed in the
. Yy 14 d i

manner I depreeated ; I could not be responsible for such a poliey ; and to
avoid responsibility for it; I resigned oftice.  The government sent deputies
to Washingtonh to obtain, it possible, legislative reciprocity—they did all
_they could to (‘btain it, -but without suceess, and the tréaty of lb;&l came
toan end on the 17th of Mareh, 1866, I have not changed my opinions
from what they were in December, 1865, I still believe that Canada largely
profited by the treaty of 1854, but that the Americans pr()lite@’ by it still
.more; and we all know pow-—~for we have tested 16—that Cn.hada has a
commercial policy of her own but little if at all inferjor to that she was
deprived of in 1866, Notiwithstanding this 1 am still strongly in favour of
a commereial treaty with the United States for a defnite number of years ;
-and so long as it was just and profitable to Canada, T shquld be all the
better pleased the more profitable it proved to our Americanf}riemls. Itis

always well to have two strings to one’s bow ; it cannot possibly be injurious

- to seenre access to a market of forty millions of people at the price of per-
m'itting our own people to buy some of their wares (rom them free from
customs duties, Treaties of the comprehensive character of that proposed
‘with the United States ought got to be—cannot be—adjusted by ounce
scales. By the removal of all artiticial barriers in the way of a fair exchange

of the products of industry, both partics must henefit, No inan sells unless

N i . .
he henefits by doing so, and Mo one buys uunless he finds advantage in it.
And who shall tell, when two countries throw open their egpective markets

to each other, which of them derives most advantage from fhe arrangement? . -

It takes years of practical experience to obtain glata for such a comparison H

-and the rannfications of comméreial interchanges are so fnr'-rcaching, and -

so various and complicated, that it is hardly possible b¢_judge with accu-
racy on which side the balance turns. o oo

.
¥

-

More thau one effort was made by the late government for tl\e' renewal
of the old treaty between 1566 and 1869, 1In 1869 formal negotiations

*

.

¢
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were entered into with the American government, and-the proji¢ of a
treaty was presented for discussion.. The negotiations continued from
Juiy, 1869, to March, 1870. "This projet included the cession for a term of
years of our fisheries to the United States; the enlargement and enjoy-
ment of our canals; the free enjoyment of the navigation of the Nt,
Lawrence River; the assimilation of oug customs and excise duties ; the
concession of an import duty equal to the internal revenue taxes of the
United States ; and the free admission into either country of certain manu-
factures of the other. This negotiation ended abruptly in March, 1870,
but it is instructive to observe~aud I refer to it for the purpose of point-
ing out that, from the fepeal of the old treaty in 1866 up to the recent

negotiations, the government of Canada has always held the most liberal -

views as to the considerations that might be included i a treaty with the
United States, « . : ’ o :

The negotiation of 1570 was sc)ou' followed by the hijsh joint .commis.
sion, nominally for the adjustment of our tishery disputes, but in reality

for the settlement of the Aldbant embroglio.  We all kibw what was the .

cost to Canada of that negotiation. The fisheries of the S, Lawrence

went from us for twelve years; the navigation of the St. Lawrence wag

‘presented to the United States in perpetuity ; the use of our canals way
ceded to them for twelve years. “Aud to show exactly the position to
which the relations of the two cdyntries were then reduced, it will not be
deemed unfitting that I should real a fuw short extracts from thg oflicial
protogols of the high jdiut commissioners. And first as fo our invaluable
sea-const fisherics, n .

“Gth of March, 1871, when the British commissioners stated that “they
considered that the reciprocity treaty of the 5th of June, 1854, should be
restored in pr%ciplc. “The American commissioners declined to assent
“to o renewal of the former veciprocity treaty.” Tlioy said, *That that
treaty had pfoved unsatisfactory to the people of the United States, and
cousequently had been terminated by notice from the-government of the.
United States, i pursuance of its provisions. Its renewal was not in

The question of the fisheries was discussed at the conference of{_)ﬁc

o . ' . TS
their interest, and would not be in accordancejwith the Sentiments of their
" S e . . . . - — I~

: "

« people.” . PRI L o
At conferences hield on the 7
. . B . o - as . Y -
American commissigners Bt{:.'tcll : *Thatif the value of the inshore hsher!es
could be ascertained, the Uhited States might prefer to purchase, for a sum

of money, the righfs to cujay in perpetuity the use of these inshore fisheries ‘

in common with Btitish fishermen, and meationed $1,000,000 as the sum

they were prepardd to offer, The British- commissionerd replie.(l that this )
offer was, they th ught, wholly inadequate, and that no arrahgement would’

be aceeptable of ‘which the admission into the United States, freo of duty,

of fish the produce of the British fisheries, did not form a part} adding that

any arrangement for the acquisition by purchase of .the inshore fisheries
in perpetuity was open'to grave objections,” , ., . , 3 D\uring these

! A

th, 20th, 22nd aud 25th’ of March, the -
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. ' Ca e T, . . b, »r. .
- discussions the British coms ssioners contended that these inshore fishieries
.. R . - - - N ~ )
were of great value, and the most sutlsf;lctor; arrangement for,their

use would be a reciprocal tavii arrangement and reciprocity in the coasbing
N +

trade.  The Amevican comniissiofers replied that their value was overcsty.
mated ; that the [;'nitenl States desived to seeure their enjoyment not e
théir commercial or intringic'value, hut for the purpose of removing a source
“of frvitation, and that they .could holil out no hope that the congress of the

M - . . e -
United-States would giveats consent to such a tarity arrangement as was

proposed, or to any extended plan of reciprocal five admission of the pro-

ducts of the fwo countries,  But that inasmuch asione branch of congress

had.recently more than once expressed itself in favour_ of the abolition ‘of
duties on' coal and salt; they would propose that coal, salt and fish ;he
reciprocally :ulh\it_tud free, and that *, , | they would further propose
' th.'}t'luml)cr he ndn-l_itteil free frol;n tuty, from and ':lftel'_the Ist of‘July,

ASTL” The Britisfi Gonxllnis[sionc_l's,'un the 17th of April, stated that this

offer was “regarded as iuzuh-:ul:i‘tc‘: that 1. M. government considered
that free Tumber should be granted at onge, and that the proposéd taritf
coneessions should be suppleniented by a-money payment. The Anterican
coghmissin 1ers then stated that they withdrew the propesal which théd

hatl previousI$ made of the reciproeal free admission of coal, salt and fish,
: aod of lumber,»gftcr_July Ist, 18747, -, They expressed their wills

ingness ““to concede free fish and fish oil as an wquivalent for the us\e" of
the inshore fisheries, and to make the arrangement for a term of years ;
that they were of opinion that frec fish and-fish oil would be inore than an
cquivalent for thése ﬁshérie§i kut that they were alsé willing to agree to
. reference to i]etcrmine that ghéstion and the .;unouu,t of any money pay-

- ‘.‘, nient that might be foupd necessary to complete an equivalent.”. The

British cominissionérs on 1Sth April aceepted this proposal, and Articles

-XVIIL to NeXV. thercanent were agreed to,” ‘ A
\ s o ) .

® “Piie. British commissioners proposcd to take into consideration the
e N o 3 . . y

question of opening the coasting trade of the lakes reciprocally to each

e - 'k. - - e . -
party—witigh was declined. . | .

“The British commissioners proposed to take into consideration the

5 . D . - . .
reeiprocal registration of vessels as bet\yeen the Dominion of Canada and
> the United States —which was declined.” | D

At the confévence on the 23rd «March, tl;e” American ‘Ccommissioners

. : “ \ . . . o . N
stated : ““ That unlessthe Welland Canal should he enlarged so as t6 aceomy
modate the present coursg of trade, they should not be disposcd to make any

] -

concessions, &e. LT At tlle£01|fcl'c11cc on the 27th Maych, the Y pro-,

posed enlargenient of the Canadian canals was further giscussed, It was’
n :

Ky .o . . 4 o .
stated on the part of the British commissioners that the Canadian govern:
ment were now considering the éxpcdicncy of enlarging the capacity of

the canals on'the River St Lawrence, and had already, provided for the
- enlargement of the Welland Canal, which would he undertaken without

© delay, - o L
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It wauld be scen by these extracts from the cflicial récords of the high
joint commissioners hoiw very humble o position in the eyes of the com-
o Missioners Canada Leld as a negotiator with the United States for reciprocal
commercinl :ulv:mtagvs; and to show the citects of the concessions made
by that commission, T'will ow read from a speeel made by Sy AT Galt, .~
in the C:m:inlinfﬁ“ouéc of Commons, on 21th February, ISTL, in referenee
to the appointment of bat commission, anid the great*dangde that serious
injury might be done Y it to Canadliay interests,  Nir Aley, Galt used the
follm\"iug lahglﬂlgc':/

o

P : o
* The fisheries were of paramonnt impm‘tnucg’ to us” They meant an
* impoitint source of employment and trade to us, and o licld for the train.
ing up of scamen, They have intrinsic merits also, They constitute taluable
means of commereial (-.\'ch:mgc with the United States—means of securing
useful trading cquivalents from our neighbours, |t \'\':ls_t}ho way we dealt
with the fisheries and navigation of the St. Lawrence, upon ‘\\‘llicll‘ll('])cllllwl o
mn"futm'ﬁ:l(l\'i\llt:lgc and superiority with the United States, in negotint- R
ing aty conmmercial (7()>ln‘unti0n._ If we made @ improper use of then, it
we lost those advAntages, we should. be placed ina positign of inferiority,
baving nothing to offe! for envinlhle opportunitics, ™

. Sir Alexauder Galt wound up hisspeech by moving the follow
of ‘a scries of rcsolutions\ carnestly (lcp)'cc:ltin;_; interference 1y

mission with the territorial rights of the people of Canada :

ingasoge .
Y the com-

““That this House -has hl\\'z‘,ys been, ;1’11_(1,11(;\\' ié,.,prcp'._trml to concede
the most free and inu‘cstrict’cd use of the li:hcrics :_ni:l» inland navigation -
Mto the United’ .ﬁt:\tcs, upon receiving ak ap equivalent Hiun-fm;'
plete compensation iy the ‘moditication of tiie United Sfates’ Commereia] «
system, divected to the more free and liheyal intcrchﬂngu of the troduet
of 1;1!1(;111‘_1'1!7tlle’t\‘m countries.  That the concession to tlie United Ntatces.

- of the freedom of thc""ﬁslwrics and of the St, L:u\'rvnco, \\‘itlumt com; .
pensation, would -place Canada I a most dixadvasita seony Position fop .
futuré uegotiations, hy deprivivy her of the means of otl'cljingmly':iu!(u,uutc :
equivalent for those cuncessions she jg nlcsirouq of ohtuh!ing from that
nation,” . R . -

com-

Other hcgotiations took pluce after tiye treaty of Washington w

but to these it is not IOW necessary to refor, .\'I;L;]l then was the Position .
of the recipl'o,city uestion when Nir John Macdonald'y government resigned »
.and the present mlngin_istmﬁiun cafpe into bower, - And to show the Jight? .
in which the right Ronowdhle wentlémag whe Je
House of Commons then regardegd the' situation,

. spccch of th‘:\l':' gentleman, ‘made in the other ¢h

as yigned, T e

ads the opposition l)t‘flc B,

I will now ru:_;l‘ﬁ‘um‘ ‘a }

ambir in Athrein 1574, e

whenithe announcement was mude to parliament that [ ), thech associated o

with Sir Edward Thornton 'in the rcn:z\\'al of negoti:ﬁ}}h‘ﬁ{ S i a : '
. o ~ . ' .

““ His honourable friend from West Toronto had thrown out a remark-
which would discourage the negotintion at Washington, because he had
stated that the old reciprocity trc:;ty, if they obtained that, would not

: T 23 :

.. . o -

[ I
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‘gi\'e satisfaction to the country, as Siomethiug more-was wanted. ' Now, if
e ﬂlcy were only to be consulted in m:‘lking such a treaty, they could put in",
what they thought proper ; hut there were two sides to the question, and
what our negotiator had to think of was, not whethey we should get all we
required, Intt to get as much as possible.  He should be very .glad to see ‘
Canada get the old reciprocity treaty; he had no hopes that he would
. § ' succeed in gctiing it in its entirety, but if the honourable gentleman made -
. 1 . an approximation to it he should he exceedingly glad. If they could pro-~
. teet the salt, wool, gl,ul'fimln-f interests, so mucl the better; and if ‘they
could open the, market stjll more, so much the greater gain for Canada,
They.should not scan too inuch the coneessions made -on the part of -the .
' United States, so long as our coneessions were not too great on the other
side.” :

ey e

i
3
1
i
i
?

. . v ’

. L " The right honourable gentlo;:man, at the very moment when the men
- » ° whohad relicved him of the cares of office were about openinig nbgotiations
- . at Washington, might well have omitted so inconsiderate a statement as
“that even a small portion of the old treaty would be acceptable to Canada

. in exchange for what he (8ir John A. Macdonald) had left it in our power |
B to offer to the United States. I cannot but think 1t was e”.\:ceelliuuly
wrong that such a statemént should have been made - with the certain
knowledge that,it would be carried to Washington, and be used there in
depreciating the value of our concessions to the Americans.  While agree-
ing with' both of the horfonrable gentlemen from whose speeches 1 have

i read, as to the ipjurious influence of the Washington tieaty concessions on

b ; our position as negotiators with the republic, I entirely ‘dissent from them ,

3 “ . in their assumption that, apart from the use of our great sea fisheries and

i the free navigation of the St. Lawrence, we have not commercial advan- ‘ \
4 tages to offer.to the Americans quite equal in value to any we scpk from

E v, them, ‘I venture to think that this error has tinged all their negotiations
1 ’ at Washington, and that a close inquiry as to the value to the United
States of the commercial trafiié alone bes,,weeuxi the republic and ;hel British
provinces for a long series” of yeurs past would show it to havelgreatly
surpassed in importance and profit any other branch-of their foreign com-
: . merce, except their direct trade with the British Isles. I have never
" doubted that our neighbours, if they|did not already recognize this fact,
’ would come ere long to acknowledge 'it, and that the value of the vast
‘ : carrying-trade they derive from usof the great saving in cost of trans-
_ . portation realized from the free use of our internal navigation, *and 6f thyeir
., luerative enjoyment of our Atlantic coast fisheries, would céme home to
them more clearly as the settlement' loomed tearer in the distance that
must be made, and cannot evaded soiiie seven or cight years hence,
. when the concessions of the high joint fcommissib_ncrs shall come to an end,,

It whs in this belief that tile ‘present Canadian government reopened
, negotiations at Washington—ijot, as has been diligently asserted by their
. -~ political opponents, with hat ih hand, but in the frank, indepeundent atti-
: ' - tide of men who ask no favourd, but believed they had ample equivalents




.
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to offer forw'l they sought to obtain, The time \lof their gbiug to Washing-
ton was not Yf their scleetion—they had to go. Articles XXNIL and XXIII.
of thie Washington treaty rendered it al)sollltcly‘lnccessal'y that they should
o so.  Let me read the words ; ' :

‘ARTICLE .\.\'ll.—,i,nnslnuch as it is asserted by the governnént of Her
Britannic Majesty that the privileges accorded to the citizens of the United

. States under Artiele XV of thig treaty are of reater value than those

- appointed to determine, having regard to the

aceorded by Articles NIN. and XXI1. of this treaty to the subjects of Her
Britaunic Majesty, and this assértion is not adwitted by the government
of the United States it is"further agreed that commissiondrs shall e
‘ z;ri\'ilv;;cs accorded by the
United States to the subjects of Her l;rimnl:ic Majesty, ds stated in
Articles XIN, 4nd NNL of thix treaty, the amonnt of any compy nsation
Which, in their opinion, onzht to by paid by the govermment of the United

States to the governmment of Her Britannic Majesty in return for the

privilcglcs aceortied to’ the atizehs of the United States under Article

NVIHL of this treaty; and tha any sum of money which the said com-

missioners may so award shal be paid by the Laited States govern-

ment, ina gross sum,.within twelve months aftersuch award shall have
” - a + - . . .

begn given, . o :

“ARTICLE XNTL —The commissioners referred to in the preceding

. . . . . :
artiele shall Ly appointed in the following manner, that isto sity : One com-

missioner shall he nauned by Her Britamiic Majesty, one by the President of -

the United States, and a thivd by Hgr Britaunie M:\jcSty apd the President
of the United Stutes conjointly 5 and in case the third commissioner shall
not have .been so named within a peviod of three months from. the date
when this article shall take ellect, then the third c'mmnissimu-r shall Le
named by thé representative at London of Hig Majesty the Emperor of
Austria and King of Hungavy, In vase of the death, ,"\I)senc:e, or inc:lpacity
of any commissioner, or in the event of any commissioner omitting or

- ceasing to act, the vacancy shall be filled in the manuer hereinbefore pio-

.-

vided for making tie original appointment, thie period of three ménths in
case 'of such substitution being caleulated from the date of the happening
of the vacancy, ’ ) '

v

““The commissioners so named shall meet in the city of Halifix, in the
provinée of Nova Scotia, at the earliest convenjent period after they have |

been respectively named, ‘and ghall, before proceeding to any business,
make and subscribe a soleynn declaration that they will Ampartially and
carefully examine amd decide the matters referred to them to the best of
their Judgment, and according to justice and equity; and such declaration
shall be entered on the record of their provecdings, - ' B

“Each of the: high‘contmcting partics shall alne'onc_: person to
attend tlhe commission as its agent, to represent it gemerally in all patters
cowlected with the commission,” o ’ . '

Mr, Rothery, a dfstinguished English juri"scmfsn]lt, and registrar of the
High Court of Admiralty, arrived in Canada shortly before the late

' - . . .
3 . T
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government loft otlice in 1573, as the duly appointed ageit of the PBritish

government to get wp the case for Canada in the fishery arbitration pro-

vided for by these articles... I know nothing of what passed between

cither the late or the present government and My, Rothery while he was

at Ottawa; but in ‘Passing through Toronto on his way to Washington,

Mr. Rothery saw several promjnent public men, with a view to acquiving >

information as to the vaiue of our sea-coast tisheriee, and the best mode of

collecting evidence to sustain our claim, and among them I had the honour

to be'ineluded. 1 availed myself of the Vopportlmity to express to Mr,

Rothery my strong conviction that the submission to any three arbitfators

of the power to place a cash value on: our yreat sea fisheries was excecd-

ingly distastefal to ?hu great mass of ‘the Canadian people. T reminded

him that Cavada in 1854 coneeded these fisheries to the United States for s
. & tevm of years as.part of a commereial arrangement hebween the two '

countries, aud -I/vunturctl to suggest how much better it would be were -

the same thing repeated now, and the concession of the tisheries merged

in a general treaty of commercial reciprocity for a term of yearsand ona

mutuaily advantageous hasis, [ expressed my belief to My, Rothery that

if he could sneeeed in bringing this about he would confer a yreat benetit

on both countries, and estahlish good relations Letween them for years to,’

come, and that probably he might finl the United States government not
disinclined to entertdin the propositlon.  Who that owns a-property of
_enormous value would voluntarily consent to dispose of it for'a price to .

be determined by three persons, of whose very names he was ignorant?
Would he not say : ““ Let us dispense with arbitrators ; tell me the compens -

sation you propose, and then'I will tell you if I will dispose of it 2 \Wheo.

can tell what view may be taken of our fisheries by the umpire selected hy

the Austrian ambassador?  Wonld the Americans be satistied if he gave

an award equal to the great estimate we Dlace upon them? And what-

would be the feeling of our people if fie named a sum much llll(]ct.: their .
expeetation? Nay, in view of ‘the vast annnal value new drawn from the
" St. Lawrence fisheries —the exhaustless character of those fisheries—the - /.
rapidly increasing population of this’ coutinent dependent on them for
daily supplies of fish, aud the fact that there is no other, tishery in the
world to enter inti competition \\'itllttllexutf.{--\\'llat greater folly could he
imagined than to hifve a moncy value placed upon them at all ? _

Mr. R()thcr}; went on to Washington, and some weeks after I had the .

pleasure of learning from*him that he had suzgested the substitution of o

geneval commenrcial treaty for the fishery :u'b'iti\ttion,.nml there was some | .

hope of its being favourably entertained.  But meantime, the Canadjan v

g_m'crnméh@ had heen moving in the matter, and in February of last year

I 'was informed by them that there was some nmovement at Washington in

favoyr of a rendwal of the old reciprocity treaty, and they were a}nxious‘

that T should visit that city unbllicially, and ascertain what were the.

prospects of success. 1 went immediately to )\'q‘sllilngtorn, 'mul' had the .
‘A/a.dvantaqe of discussing the whole subject with many of the prominent
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public men of the republic. 1 heard a very general desire expressed for the
establishment of better commereial relatibns with Canala, if terms could he

- arranged to'the satisfaction of both parties; this I commuunicated to the
government en my return home, = Of the oflicial action that followed 1 have
10 pecsonal knowledge, hut on the 17th of Maveh a commission was isSued,

_under the great seal of Great ]h'ituin,’5)r13(»ixlti|1g Nir Edward Thornton and
“myself joint plenipotentiaries on the patrt of Hey Majesty to Regotiate a
treaty of ﬁshcrics,_cmnmercu, and navightion with the government of the
United States.  On thie 28th March the Negotiation was formally opefiedd,
and I will now read, from the official record, an extract showing the position
hel in the matter by the Canadian governuent; -

“When Her Majesty’s advis s invite the sovernment of the (“nited
States to reconsider the whole conmmereial relations of the republic and the
Dominion, with a view tp place them on. o friendly and durable basis of
reciprocal advantage, the question naturally presints itsclf, how it comes
that, having prozpered so well since the repeal of the reciprocity treaty .of
1854, Canada now seeks-for its restoration, “The answer ig ag natural as
the question,  The population of the United States is forty millions, and
that of the Dominion is but four millions, - The Loundary hetween them,is
for the most part but o surveyor’s line, often unknown cven to those who
live beside it ; and it is of the ntmost importance to Canada that common
interests and mutual good-will should exist between the two countrics,
And what so conducive to this énd as commercial intcrcmirsc, gencerously
carried on and mutually protizalle T, ,'_!‘hc-pcpplc of Canada are not ignorant
that a market near at hand is betfer than a distant ove ; and good as their,
present markets are, they would gladly have the old one in addition, 'l'hcy\
comprehend the barvier that custom house restrictions throw in the way
even of the existing traflic: and they seck to have these withdrawn, They
are proud of their own S, Lawrence route, and intend to improve it to the /
uttermost for the benelit of the great west and Canadian ‘traflic, but would
gladly use the ocean. ports and other channels of commerce of the republic,
when freights and fares and friendly reciproéity draw them in that divee- / -
tion. And very great as have been the advantages always accruizig tg
the United States -from reciprocity, the Canadians can’ find only cause of
rejoicing at tifst g6 long as they themselves continue to enjoy that modef-

. ate degree of prosperity with whicl Providencerhag IJ!L‘SSQ(I them.  There

is no mystery i their desirve that the commereial relations of the rcpu/»lic
and the '_Don}{lion should be placed on the most kindiy and unfettered and
mutually m,l'vantagqous basis consistent with their respective existing/rbli- '
gations, an with that connection with Great, Britain which the Do inion
so happily enjoys, . i o -

1 . . . “

It was with these views, and in this spirit, that the Canadian dmin-

istration availed itself qf the opportunity presented by the twentyisecond: -

article of the treaty of Washington to represent to Her Majesty’s fgovern-
ment theadvantage that would accrue to hotn countric§’by the sul)gtitution
of a satisfactory. commercial treaty in lieu of the money compensation to be

‘a4

.
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p:llid (under arbitration) by the United States, for twelve years' enjoyment \
—of the coast fisheries of the Dominion. It was folt that if the largesvalue !
placed by the Canadian people on their tisheriés were not reasonably come
pensated by the results of the arbitration, a feeling of dissatisfaction might o
be engendered in the provinces not conducive to international harmony; |
and that if, on the other hand, an award were made equal to the confident
anticipations of the prn\'iuces,\tllc good fd;:lixig restored in the United Ntates
. by the tredty of Washington might be sensibly impaived, To merge the
matter in a general mewsure of mutnal commereial concessious, for the

»

‘mutual advantage of hoth parties, and with injury ov injustice to neither,
scemend the fitting conclusion to be mrrived at by the govermments of two |
great nations. Ier Majesty's ministers were pleasad toadopt the siggestion

of the Canadian governntent, and the' matter haviug been brought under |

the attention of the Secretary of State, and through him to the notice

of the President of the United States, a friendly vespouse. was at oncel

\ © received, and®the necestary measures instituted for opening formal nego-

. ‘ tintions,” : ‘

i . ' - Gentlemen may thevefore dismiss from their minds the false impression|
that the:initiation of this negotiation by the gentlemen on the treasury!
benches was in the slightest degree improper or undignified.  And
take thi;/ol)pnrtlmity of expressing my régret that heated partisans ou
side the walls of parliameént shonld haverspoken of the attitude held by tl
R United States government in these negotiations as if it ad heen intendg
|
I

o and

to delude or overveach. N(;tl-ling could I,)e more unfounded or unjust, T
President of the United States, the Seeretary of State, and all the otl
distinguished persons who took an interest in the négatiations, with har
an exception, showed the most friendly feeling ,t«)\)':ll'as Canada, and a s" n-

f g} cere dlesire to bring about more satisfactory commercial relations. Trje,

, - they naturally cnough looked atethe question from their own jyoilit of \'i{_ w, /

# M and sought to get an aldvantageons avrangement for their country 5 'hut

¥ : ) ! tlw_\" never coneealed: or undervalued the diflicultios that stood in the vay .
g of suceess; and to the unsettled condition of the country, and the finaheial .

[ . » . N . H .
-ditliculties now pressing for adjustment, may, in a great measwre, he gttyi-
' - ) . . - o
i = . buted the unfavouwrable advice in the matter recently given to the Presfdent
by the senate of the United States. e - . :

And now let me eall attention to the manner in which the Hegotifitions
proceeded, and especially to the fact that all that was sought by the British

« plenipotentiarics was simply the renewal, for a term of years, of fhe ol
' reciprocity treaty, and the concurrent abandonment of the fishery ‘irbitrw

! , : tion.  Irom the American government came the snggestion of an 'nl.'u-geu-

: © . ment of the scope of the old treaty, . Mr. Fish sugygeited the enia ‘gement N
- of owr canais, and he was at once.informed that the Canadidn govtrnment .
was ready to treat for their enlargement,  My. Fish suggested theaddition .

; : " of mannfactures to.the free list of the proposed treaty, and here iss;’the reply

, S o

that was made as otlicially recorded : 2 .

- i TN ST ' H
“In regard to the addition of certain classes of manufactures to the
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* free list under the old treaty, we reminded Mr. Fish that the revenune of
the Canadian Dominion was largely obtained front a fifteen per cent. ad

valorem duty on manufacturdd goods, and that any articles wade free in
Cavada under agreement with any foreign country must be made free
to Great Britam,  But we added that the goverhment of (anada was
desivous to atford every facility for the encouragenient of extended com-
mereial relations between the republic and the Dominion, in the helilf that
notling could tend inore to their mutual advantage, notonly in a pecuniary
senxe, but as tending to foster and strengthen those friendly feelings that
ought cminently to prevail between two peoples miinly” derived from the
game origin, speaking the same langnage, and vecupying the geographic
position towards each other of the Vnited States apd Canada, . We cone
veyed to M. Fish the dssurance of tiie, Canadian government, that acting
in this spirit, and in the confidence that we would belinet in‘the same spirit
by the govermment of the republic, the assent of Chnla will he heartily -
given to any measire caleulated to promote the free and fair nterchange

of corimaditics, to reduce the cost of transportation, or conduce to the

joint advantaye of the two countries, so that it he not seriously prejudicial

to existing ill(lllstl'iz}l mterests of the Canadian people, "
) \ C : . . ¥

It was thensuggested that'a projet of atreaty should be prepared, to formy’
the basis of discussion.  That was agreed to, and a projir wag aceordingly
preparved amd presented to the American government by the Biitish com-
missioners, It suggested : 1,—That the duration of the treaty should be
2l years. 2. —That all the conditions of the old treaty of 1854 should be
renewed. 3, —~T'hat the following additional articles should he added to
the free list of the old treaty : Agricultural implements to be defined ;

+ bark, extracts of, for tamiing putposes ; bath bricks ; bricks for buiiding

parposes ; earth ochres, ground or unground ; _ip:'ly: Lime ; malt; manu-
factures of iron and steel -to be detined 3 manufactures of iron or stecl,
and wood jointly —to he defined ; manufactures of wood —to he delineld ;
mincral and other vils ; plaster, raw or calcined ; salt; straw s stone, mlx'.rhk;,
or granite, partly or wlolly cut,lvr wrought, 4, —That Ahe tishery arbi-
tration provision of the Wa<hington treaty should lncalmljdoncd. d.-=That " -

the entire conxting trivde of the United States dnd Canad; shemld be thrown

~open to the shi[\»piﬁg of both conntries,  6,—That the Wellaned and St,

Lawrence C;m:l]s should he enlarged forthwith, so as to admit:of the ]3.155:\;;(:
of ves=els 260 feet, long, 15 feet beam, and a depth equal to that of the luke
harbours. * 7,—That the Canadian, New Vork, and Michigan Cuanals

should be thrown open to the ves sels of hoth countrics on terms of cont-

. plete cquality, and with full power to tranship cargo at the entrance or
. outlet of any of the said cahals, *8.—That the free navigation of Lake

R P .
Michigan should be conceded forever to Great Britain, as the fiee navi.
gation of the St Lawrence River liad been coneéded to the United States

_ by the high joint commission in 1571, 9,——""hit vessels of all kinds Luilt

in the United States or Canada should be entitled to registry in cither
'L‘oqntry with all the advantages pertiaining to home-built vessels, 10, —That

\ L
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a jomt commission should be formed and continued, charged with the -
deepening and maintaining in clicient eondition the navigation of the S,
Clair and Detroit Rivers and Lake St. Clair. 1L, —That a similar juint
commission shonid be formed and maintained for securing the erection and -
proper regulation of lighthouses on the great lakes. 12.=~That/A similar
jomt commission should be formed and maintained to promote thie protec-
tion and propagation of fish in the inland waters common to hoth countries.
13.—That the citizens of ¢ither country should be entitled to letters patent
for new discoveries in the otlier country on the same terms as the citizens
of that country enjoyed. 1, —-That joint action for the prevention of
smuggling along the lines shonld be a subject of consideration and co-oper-
ation by the custom anthorities of the two countries, h

Time was of course needed for congideration of these suggustions, and
for inquiry and. discussion in regard to them, and it very sooh heeame
manifest that the absence of exact knowleédge as to the intertraflic hetween
the republic and the provinces in past years, as to the actual operation of
the treaty of 1851 daring the thirteen years it was in force, anid as to the
advantage to be gained by our neighbours' from ‘access to ovr markets in
our improved position, stood greatly in the way of successful negotiations,

- The misapprehensions found to exist as to the condition of Canada, her
revenue, her foreign commeree, her shipping, her railway system, and the

- extent and prosperity of her various industrial avocations, was truly mar-

vellous.  On every hand, and from very unexpected guarters, you heard
it alleged as beyond question that the commerce between the countries in
bygone years had been of little account to them, Lut always in our favour;
that-our neighbours hought from us pretty much all we had to sell, while
we bought little or ilothing fr_qm them; that the rec'i‘procity/téenty made
the matter much worse, and curiched us at their expense ;’and that the
abolition of the treaty of 1854 lad brought us well nigh'to our wits end,
I do not mean to say that such mistakes as these were found among many
of the prominent statesmen at Washington, bat with a ver large propor-
tion of the politicians congregating at the capital such ideas were sincerely
entertained and unhesitatingly atfirmed. Let me give you an example, I
had the good fortune to meet a well-known statesman, equally remarkable
for his ability, high personal character and kindness of heart, as for the

"extreme nature of his protectionist opinions, The subject of the proposed
- treaty came up, and I ventured to express the hope that it would receive

a more friendly reception from him than had been accorded: to a previous
one.” “ What possible g0od,” was his exclamation, ** can we get from a
treaty with Canada! \\"hcn the last treaty existed we took' everything

from you that you had to sell, and you took nothing from us,” ¢ Sarely,”

I replied, ““you are not stating this seriously.” “Of course I an,”
gaid he; **surely you don't deny that it was so?” My reply was that I
not only deriied it} but was prep:{rcgl to show, beyond the shadow of a
doubt, and from the-oflicial returns of the United States, that from 1820
up to 1864 the inhabitants’of the British provinces had bought from the

'\

1
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United States merchandise and produce to the extent of over Sl-')0,0_O!)l.OOO
in excess of what the United States had bougit from them ih the ‘same
years, I said I had no faith myself in what was termed * the balance of
trade,” but if there was any truth in it, the tratlic of the United States with
the provinees must he all that could e desired, for up to the third year
before ‘the treaty was repealed it always showed a large annual balance
against Canada.  He was utterly incx‘e(llllolls;indignantly ineredulons —
though my statement was strictly aceurate, ““But,™ said L, ““lot us supre
pose that you are correct—let us suppose that during all these past yeurs
you bought a vast amount from Canada and we houghit very little from you
—was that a very creat disadvantage to you? Dg you think your mer-
chants and traders wonld have'flocked over as they did to'the lumber milis
and Turm-yards, and factories and fishing ports, of the provinees to buy our
stull, to the extent of m'any.millions'pcr annum, unless they got protit by

it They might have done it once or twice with a loss, but would they
have done it for fifty years in succession, steadily and largely increasing

the amount of their purchases from year to year? |And apart- from the

great profits that must have heen realized by the resale of the gouds, was
there not great gains to the United States from tlle‘tra'msport‘ation of all

that stufl’ overlaud to your ocean ports, and in shipping it from them in
your sea-going vessels to foreign countries ¥ :

, .
I made very little impression on my protectionist friend, and his case is
but one out of a great many similar to 1t, Indeed, it is havdly to he won-
dered at that very great misapprehicnsion should exist in the United States
as to our traflic with that country.  Until the B.N, A. colonies were confeder-
ated in 1867, all the provinces were isolated from each other, their public
accounts and trade and navigation returns were published separately, if
published formally at all; tdeir customs and excise duties were entirely
different; and their shipping returns were made up scparately, if mado up
at all.  No clear statement of the united traflic of all the provinces with\'
the American republic in past years was ever compiled until last year—

.

we ourselves in Canada were ignorant of its vast extent—and the absence-
of reliablg data left us open to the mistepresentatious of our protectionist
oppouents in the republic. Put our traflic together in one account, aml
hardly copld a branch of trade in the Unitetl States he named which did
uot profit by it ; but take the traflic of the several provinces apart, and there
was hardly’a branch of trade that could not be shown, from the example
of some one province, to buy nothing of- that sort. . Upper Canada way
shown to send wheatand flour to the United States every )"c:u';‘ to great
amounts—and the attention of western farmers was pointed carhestly to
the fact—but it was carefully omitted to he told at the same time that

Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland ‘and Prince Edward Island
took much more of these commodities from the United States than the
States took from Upper Canada. Cape Breton and Nova Scotia were shown
to' send a few hundred thousand tons of coal to the Boston and New York

. N N b .
markets—and the indignant protests of Pennsylvania-were hurled against
. . . W . . -

W
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such an iniquity—but it was carefully omitted to be told that Upper and

Lower Canada took four or five, tinies the quantity of coal from Pennsyl-

vania that Cape Breton and ])'(?v\.:'cntia sent into the States.  Just so was

it with a very large portion of the commoditics we sold to our American
Ariends.  Yet it was by such weapous that the false impression vas im-

planted decp on the public mind of the United States that the tratlic with

the provinces \m%:ttcr]y unprofitable to the republic, .

It soon; as I have said, became perfectly manifest that these false im-
pressions so created must be removed if satisfactory progress was to-be
made in the reciprocity negotiations, Reliable returns of the tratlic for a,

. long series of years between the countries must be compiled, balances
struck, comparisons with other countries exhibited, Al this was done—
every figure having been taken from the ollicial returns-of the United
States, and a memorandum on the commercial relations of the two countrics .
was prepared, which is now, [ believe, in the hands of hon. gentlemen,
How eutircly erroncous were the impressions of our neighbours as to our
traflic with them in past years, is shown heyond cavil in that document,
1t shows that the British North American provinces, in the 34 years from’ -
1820 to 1854, bought merchandise from the United States to the extehb of
£167,000,000 ; that the United State(q bought from us in the same period
goods to the extent of $67,000,000 ; and that the so-called “*balance of
trade™ was, therefore, 100,000,000 against the provinces, It shows that v
from 1854 to 1866—Dheing thc/ thirteen y(;ars during which the treaty of
1854 was in ope'mtio:;faccording to the United States returns (for there
is a great discrepancy between their returns and ours) the balance wag
820,000,000, and according to the Cqullian returns, S!P.'),OU(),OOO_ against

. us and in favour of the republic. A large portion of this discrepancy oc-
eurred during the last two years of the 'trcnty’s existence, and' no doubt

“arose in large degree from the loose valuations at the custom houses on the
lines during these vears. The memorandum shows further that the gross
traflic between the United States and the British provinces, rose, in the
eight years immediately before the treaty went into operation, from eight
millions of dollays in ISL3, to nine millions in 18465 to ten millions in 1847;
to twelve millions in 1843 1 to fifteen millions in 1850 ; to eighteen millions
in 1831 : and to twenty millions in1833. ' In 18534 the reciprocity treaty
~went into operation, and at one jump the tratlic went up in that year to
no less than thirty“tliree millions of dollars. In the following _ve:n':‘it went
to forty-two millions ; in 1837 to forty-six millons’; in 1839 to forty-eight
millions ; in 1863 to fifty-tive millions ; in 1864 to sixty-seven millions ; in
1865 to seventy-one millions ; and in 1866 (when the treaty came to an
end) to no less than cighty-four millions of dollars, } The gross amount of
trattic between the countries during the thirteen\/em's of the freaty’s opera.
tion amounted, according to the United States returns, to no less than
$(iTl,(NM),()()O, and according to the Canadian returns, to 2630, 000,000 —
either of them a sum which, considering all the circumstances, must bho
admitted to be marvellously great. I know not where, in the history of

y
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commerce, a parallel of succt/;s to this can be fouwrn, if we keep in mind
that one of the parties to the treaty had at the time but three millions of
population, :

The memorandum shows also that the parchases from the United States
by the British American provinces during the thirteen.years of the treaty’s
operations were greater than the purchases from them of China, l‘h'azil,
Italy, Hayti, Russia and her possessions, Venezuela, Austria, the Argentine
Republic, Denmark and her possussions, Turkey, Portugal and her posses-
sions, the Sandwich Islands, tie Central American States, and Japan, in
the same yea®, all put together. It shows further, that our Jurchaxes
during the efstence of the treaty were of the most valiable character,
there having Leen no less than 150,000,000 of farm products, $8,500,000
of timber, S71,000,000 of miseelianeous, and no less than £151,000,000 of
general merchandise—a sum to which no other country approached in these
years. The memorandum shows alxo that, in addition to these great com.

mercial exchanges between the countries, an cnormous transportation -

tratic was carried over United States railways and canals hetween the
provinces and Atlantic ports,cand riee s, Acewrate returns of this
traflic do not appear to have been kept until very lately, but in the six
years—namely, from 1868 to 1873—for which we have returns, it appears
that the merchandise transported for the British ;\ll.;cl‘ik".'ll_l eolonies over
Anierican lines was of the total value of S162,000,000, The memorandun
brings out, moreover, from the oflicial statements of United States com-
missioncrs, that our Shore fishericy ave not of the slight value to the United
States that they were placed at in thb.pmtum;ls of the high joint commis-
sioners, but that, on the contrary, they had in the year 1562 over 203,000

tons of shipping engaged in the Nt. Lawrence lisheries, and 98000 seamen P

that the returns that year considerably cxuécdcd$l~l.(l(m,(NN) i that at lc‘:ns‘t
5,000*new seamen are annually broken in for the United Ntates marine
service 5 that 600 sail have in one season fished for mackerel in the Gulf
of St. Lawrence, :lli(l‘tfll{(tll fish to the value of SEM0,000 3 and that from
40,000 to 30,000 tons of the United States tishing tleet, whrth from
83,000,000 to 7,000,000, amnldly ti<h wear the three-mile line of the jpro-
vinces, It shows that three vears  ivom the repeal of the reciirocity
trcaty,,‘”\\'hich steprived United States lishermen of the sshore “privileges
enjuyé({ under the tieaiy, the Uniged, States tonnage in the tiade had
fallen from '..’t)l%,tNJll-tqns in the voar 1862 to n.;',n‘m) tons in 1869, a falling
off of seveuty per cent.; that the reconeession of thpse shore privileses
under the Washington treaty doubled the tonuage of the American fishing
féet from what it wis in ]h‘(i‘.’f, awl that it will $6on exceed the tonnpge of

1862, The memorandum shows yet further that the foreign trade of

Canada was 1ot seriously injured, as seems to have been supposed across
the lines, by the abrogation of the treaty: but that, on the contiary,
while from 1854 to 1862 our f(;rcign trattic had averaged but S115,000,000
per annum, it had in tho year immediately following the abrogation risen
to 2142,000,000, 1869 to S145,000,000, in 1570 to R145,000,000, in 1871

2 ’
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to $189,000,000, in 1872 to 8214,000,000, and in 1873, the voventh year of-.
the repeal, to no less than $240,000,000. . R ‘

But th; moemorandum bringa Ou} ‘another fact worthy of nouﬁ-—-thAt.'
though the'ropeal of the treaty did n6t for an hour stay the incroaso of our
foreign trade, it groatly lessened the proportion of it done with the United

~Statos, . During tho existenoo of the treaty tho aggrogate oxohango of com-
moditios with the republic gradually rose, until in the yoar of its repeal it
amounted to 62§ per cont. of our whole foreign trafiio, Butin the firat
year after ropeal it foll to 42 per cent:; in 1868 to 41 per cent.; in 1860 to
40 por cent.; in 1872 to 36 por cent.; and in 1873 to 38 jor cent, And the
momorandum discloses another most important fact—that & great change
in tho character of the tratlio, betweon the countries resulted from the
ropeal of the treaty, For oxample, that tho price of lumber has gone up
80 much, and tho demand has continued so good, that while we sold to the
Uni.tcd States peoplo but five millions of dollars worth in the yoar before
"the expiry of the treaty, and an annual avorago of but throo millions during
its whole continuanco, we sold in the single year of 1873 ovor elevon
million dollars worth, Again, §|l?‘t in rogard to wheat, flour, provisions,
and other like. commodities, o; which both ‘countries have a surplus, the
offect of the prohibitory duties of the United States has simply beon to
sond the Caniadian surplus of these products tb compete successfully with
.the Awmerican acticle in foreign markets whero they formaerly hold sole pos.
scssion.  And still further, it shows that Canada has become a large pur-’
chaser of Amerioan produots in the Chicago and Milwaukee markots, which
" it carries by the St. Lawrence route<for consumptioii in foreign countries—
that this trade only commenced with the ropeal of the treaty, but inthe
six years following that event aggregated the large amount of 240,683,312,
And strange enough, in regard to the much abused ‘' balance of trade,” it
shows that.since the repeal of the treaty the balance had Boy9 80 systo.
. Q“nﬁt.io\ully againat tho republio, and so steadily in favour of the provinces,
that, 'in the seven yoars following ropeal, a balanoce of noarly 8.52,000.900
", had to be settled with our people by the United States. Nay, it ie clearly
shown that in spite of all the disoouragement that has boen thrown in the
way of cur traflio by high customs duties and oustom house barriers, our
* - Anuual purchases from the United States are still largo enough to keop us -
in the front rank of their forejgn customers ; and that with the exception
of tho British Isles, no countr takoa as large an amount {tom them as we
do. This momorandum was comploted on the 27th of April, and was im.
mediately. communicated to Mr. Fish. It was reforred to the treasury
department for oxamination, and romained in its hands for soveral weeks,
Its faots and figures were olosely examined, and their Acouracy acknow.
- ledged fully and frankly, From that time thére was a 10anifest iniprovo-‘ .
ment in the impressions, as to-the ohargot.or of Canadian commerce, of such
persons as took the trouble to read the momorandum, ‘and- these were not,
a fo; and tho progress of the negotiations was sonsibly socelerated, The
atwnt\‘: of the United States public press was aroused to the importance

~y
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of the question—the merits of the proposed treﬂty were thoroughly can.

*, Vassod, and, though soverely oriticised by the ultra-protectioniat organs, I

1 4

- in tho draft troaty, as transmittod to the sonato by the Presidont of tho

have no recolleotion of any similar measure boing received with such

general favour by the leading papors of thé republio as was accorded to our '

projet.  In Now York, the Tribune, Herald; Times, World, Kvening Pou,
Bapress, Journal of Commerce, (raphic, Mail, and many other leading

oxponents of publio opinion, all declhred in favour of a new treaty ; and

in Boetqn, _Chicago, 8¢, Louis, Cincinnati, and other great citics, the l‘ll‘lﬂ-
nimity of. opinion among tho loadihg journals-waa oqually remarkablo,

" T cannot pass from this paré of tho subject without reforring to a chabrgo
that origitmtcd ih,l’hil}delphin, and was cchoed far and wide over the con.
tinont—ay, even in Canadian journals—that this unanimity of the press

was obtaitied by the corrupt uso of Canadian publio money. The charyge

s utterly without foundation--it has not a yoatige of truth to -palliato its

. concootion, Not one shilling lins been spont ilkégitimately to |, to tho

negotiation, and a final answer to this and all similar charges i§ ¥8und in
the fact that tho ontire cost of the nogotiation to the people of Conada,

, including all heeessary dishursoments, will amount to littlo more than

$4,000. Tho negotiation now wont on from day to day ; tho soveral clauscs
of the. projet wero dis¢ussed, nltorations suggested, modifications kgloptod,
tho draught treaty 88 it now atands submitted for thq,approval of the
three govornments, and all that remained to make it l‘e\mly for ‘signatureg

waa the clear defihition for custom house purposes of ‘sonie articlea in tho

freo lists, and tho correction of an appearance of ambiguity in tho woriing
of one or two passages. It had been understood that congress would bho
unable to adjourn bofore tho end of July, but unexpectedly the determina.

tion was arrived at to adjourn on tho 22nd of Jung, and that day was near -

at hand. The Scerotary of Stato ﬁuggqst?d that tho draft treaty, ns it
thon stood, should bo sent doiwn by the President of the Uni;od States® to
.‘ the.senate -for agvico, angl if favourably ontortained by that body, the

nocoeagl'iv corrfection of langupgo "could bo made and the treaty formally '

oxecuted, It was of courso [t the United States governntont to judgo as
to the mode of obtaining the sanction pf-the sonato, and, the plan suggestod
was adopted.. Tho draft treaty only reached the scnato twq, days beforp

* the adjournment of ‘congross, whow it was quite impossible to discuss and *

decido 8o large and complicated a quaption an its adoption involved, and
tho consideration of it was adéordidgly adjourned to.the nextgensning
: -;_’V:{.. N ‘_.."

. é'ejsion.

We come now to tho consideration® of the sbvorql provistons ombrhced

' United States. And lot mo say very fraukly that I do not stand hore
to-day to.contend that tho conditions of this bargain are moyo favourablo

to Cgnada than to tho United States. On tho contrary, I beliove that in'a '

oémmoreial treaty botwoen s peoplo.of forty million souls and one of four
million, it is almost in the nature of tho thing that to the larger country
tho largest advantage must acorue, But greatly advantageous as this
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treaty—if it over goos into operation—inust bo to our fricnds across tho
lines, there is cnough in it, I venture fearlcssly to asscrt, to sct tho wheols
of industry in motion on this sido the linos, and to give such nnimpetus to
the development of our great natural resources as wanld amply componsate
“us for all the concossions we arc pledged to in the agreement. ' 1 acknow-
ledge the force,of all that is said 88 to the immense advantago posscesed
by the American people in a contest with a colony of one-tenfh thoir pop.
“Iation, and hardly yot past the first stages of forest scttlemeont. I admit:
- the larger means, the vaatly greater oxperiende, and the eminent ‘business
sagacity they would carry into the coutést ; but I have fuith enough in the
indintry, the enorgy, the enterprive, and tho indomitable perseverance of
iy countrymen, and in. the cool hlood- of our northern ¢lime, to heliove
that in tho long run, and with a fair 'llqld, Canada would hold her own
Aunder all theso disadvantages, cow
As yol} ave’ aware, tho draft trciu} embracea ten propositions : 1,-~The.
wgnesysion to the United Stutgu of our fisheries-for twenty-one years, and ‘
the abandonment of the Washington treaty arbitration.  2,-—The adis-
sion, duty free, into both countries of certajn natural products therein
named,  3,-~The admission, duty free, of cortain ananufactured articles.
thevein named. 4, The enlargemgnt of our Welland_and St. Lawrenco
Camla. 3. - 'Tho construction of the Caughnawaga and Whitchall Canala,
G.--‘The throwing open to each othor, veciprocally by both countries, the'
coasting trade of the great inland Inkes, nna of «tho St, Lawrenco River,
7.-~"T'ho concedsion to each other on equal terms of the iise of tho Canadian,
New York, and Michigan Canals.- 8, T'he y‘(rcipl'ngl admission of vesscls
built -in cithor country to all the advantages of registry in the other,
9. --The formation of a joint conpmisdion to accurg the eflicient lighting of
the yreat inland waters common to hoth countries,  10.-=The formation of
a joint commission to prowmote the protection and propagation of fish on the

o«

great inland waters cominon to hoth countries,

Now thon, let us ‘examing those. Propositions seriatim. - Tho Tirst, \

- secord and suvcp{h of them go naturally togethey, and:they need no com..
mont.  They cinbrace stnply the conditiona of, the ald treaty of 1854,
s+which operated so fasiourably for us, and so wmuch more favourably for the
- | Unifeil States, The' third proposition,~ay to manufactures—is the only
*item that has mot with bittor apposition, and that, strangely enough, from
- all threo countries, 1 will leavo it for the present and roturn to it again,
* The forirth proposition-—for the enlargement of our exiating canalp—is one
- eminontly for tho advantago of thq United States, and involves a very
large oxpenditure on ouv part. It is impossible to “estintato,the onormous
-annual gaing that ‘must rosylt, to the Tarmers of tho western statos when
- vessels of 1,000 or 1,200 tons shall bq_p\blg to load .in tho upper lake’ ports
and sail direst to l,i\'on)"ool—:frcof.frotn transhipment oxpensos,’ brokers’
commissions, way-harbour dues @nd'occun. port oharges, and roturn direct
to the prairios with hardy immigrants and cargoes of European merohand.
iso, Canada, no doubt, would have hor share of benofit_from all this—

F
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-+ transportation is a foremost question fu this western industrial worl
. What.ean be conceived moro absurd than to see, as is ofte
.

- the civil war the merchant vessels of
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but it coui«l not ho compared for a moment with that of the great north.
-westorn and somo of the middle states. The fifth proposition—for the
construction of fho'(laughnaw«\ga canal:—~would bo also an immense boon to

the United States. Tt would open up to the dense mq“nufncturing popula.

tion of Now England, for tho firat time, n diveet water communication of

their own with the great west : it woull enable them to load ships qfy1,000

tons at thieir Lake Champlaii ports with merchandiso for ¢ho prairio states,

and bring them back freighted with farm produce ; and when the White.
hall Canal should he enlarged to Troy,-amd the improvemonta of the Upper
‘Hudson completed to deep water, where in the wido world could be found
so-grand asystom of intornal water navigation as that, stretching? ns it then
“‘would, in one continuous ship channel from Now York on the Atlantic to
tho west end of Lakoﬂuperior, ard possibly, ‘ore long, to the cnntgni baxa
of tho Rocky Monutainis? ALanada, too, would haveher sharo of profit in
all this. “Hor great lumber interests on the Ottawa and its,hinnches wopld
find full advantage from it, and the onterprising furmers of the middle and
eastérn countios of Ontaric would havo the New England market, with its
thred and a half millionff manufacturing population, opened to their
" tratho.  The sixth proposition is the contession to cach other of the inland
coasting trade, and nothig could be done more sonsible or more profitable
to hoth [fﬂ.l'titd\ Our season of navigation on thée Inkes js short- the
* pressure for vessels in partionlur trades at special times is very great on
both sidos o the Inkes, and frebghts advance to unreasonable rates; Cheap
Y d, and
n scen, largo
- quantities of produce lying unshipped for want of vesselw, Iu-cuuu}; foreign
bottoma cannot tako freight from one port to another in the saIne country?
What the United States could fear from tho eompetitifh of onr limited
with the 5,676 vesscls of all kinds, and an agurogato tonimgo of
) tous, it is diflicult to imaginoe, The cighth proposition —for the
reciproxal admission of vessols built in cither country to registry in the
other—ls gonerally regarded as highly advantagoous to this country, and
no doubt guch:is tho fact, But I confess I cannot kco why it ought not te
he regarded as infinitely more advantageous to the Ulited Statcs. Duying
: the republic ‘were gold in large .
numbers to forcign owners, nnd m\luimd forgign registers ; and notwitli-
" standing that ship-building had  almost disappeared  from the United
States in coiiscqueiice of an extremo protectionist policy, the law absolutely-
forbade their being brought back or vessels of forcign build beitig purchaged
in their room, The conscquenco is, that at this moment nearly the entiro

.

" Dassonger traflic of the Atlantic is in tho hands of forciguers-—a vast

proportion of the freight of merchandise from and to foreign countries is
also in the hande of foroigners—and only two months ago we had the

~ startling statement mado ofticially by Mr. Bristow, the very able secrotary

of the United Statos treasmy, that no less a sum than one hundred
‘millions of dollars is paid annually by the people of the United States to =

foreign ship-ownera for froights and fares, Now, a largo portion of theso
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“ships, which the people of the United States require 8o urgently, can bo as °
well built in St ‘Zohn an Halifax and Quebee, and atless coat than in aﬁy
other country. \\'hy'th;m doprive American citizons of tho privilege of
buying them from us, and sailing them as their own? Woe -aro told that
American ship-building is reviving, but were it to rovive with-all the

!/.[npidity't‘lu- mast sanguine could desire, it cauld ngt keep pace with fho
e/ wear and toar of the.presont réduced nwinrine and the annually increasing
__damand, much less begin to supply the vacuum croated sinco the wab,
The mnth and tenth proposals are. for the appdintment of joint comnmis.
sions for tho curo of the ligliﬂ?m‘nsvs and tho fisherics of the-inland wators
= common to hoth eduntries; but as to those there is no uiiﬂ'«-rcncu,of opinion,
and no doulit of the great mutual advantago that might flow from. the"

“proposesl concerted action in regard to them.

These, .Chcnl, are the whole of the items; and now let us retiurn to.the-

one we passed hy - the list of manufactures,, .

T shall ot allego’ for one moment that there is 1o i{rouﬁd whatever
“Hor the loud outeries wo have heard fram protectionist manufacturers
aguinst the admiasioni of their wares to the free list of the treaty. That
some would have suffered by the competition it’ would have etailed I,
renglily admit,: for in all avocations theve aro ‘mep whoso want of expei-
encey or want of encrgy, or deficiency of capital, unfit them for such a con.
teat. “But while all our sympathics must have gone heartily with such
men in these circumstances, had the treaty been consummated, 1 cannot
“ think that this great mcasuro, affecting advantageously as it would have
done’so largo a proportion«of ous industrial population, oughteo have heen -
given up simply beeause some among us might have_suffered from ita -pro-
visions.  Are there not always sufferers by every now measuro of taxation,
by every chango of the tariff, hy every new municipal nsseasment scheme ?
And yet wholreams of rejecting a grent measuro of public policy because
atch jndividual hardshipa unfortunately attend them? I cannot, however,
help thinking that many, of the gentlemen whao have- been complaining -
most lowdly of theix threaténed: rain would_have heen more frightencd
. tlmn"hurt ‘had it gono into offeot. 1t "cani®Wbe an unmixed evil to
exehafige a market of four millions of huyers for ono of forty niillions, and
- T kn'Bw, some shrewd manufadtiirers among us who heard with deep regret
of the action of the American seimte, It is not to be doubted, howevee,
that n great deal of the lllﬂl;lll‘Winch has been professed in veforehee to this
-section of the schem has Witen from the partics not knowing exgctly
what the treaty proposed, 1 have mysolf mot many persons who supposed
that they would he most injuriously affegtad by it, but who found on o
little inquity that their articles wero not in the slightest degreé affected, -
A curious instance of. this was soen in tho oxciting meeting of New York ™
druggists to.denodnco thé injurious influcnce of the treaty on their trade,
* though not an article in their business was touched by its provisions,
Only within tho last fow (lnygﬁr mot & most intelligent gentleman who was
positive that his business was to be very muoh injured; if not destroyed; -




&

[ Hox, crorar’ proiry. T . 369
- : : p)

. . i B . A M / v
but it turned out, ager a little conversati n, that the articlo he mainly
manufactured was nof at all atfected by the treaty,  And thero have been
many such cases amnong those loudest in their Protestations,  A.great deal
of the indignation, too\and a great deal of the eloqiencs has procecded
from parties who wero nilgrys not hecause their warcs wore included ju the

.

- ssheme, but hecausg they wepe oxcluded from it, ' .
H “ . wlf, . *
But I am ready to meot jnfl objections to this part of the propused
> treaty on higher and broader grounds, [ contend®that there is not one
artide contained in.the schedulos that is a fit ohjact of taxation ; not
one that ought not to be totally freo of Wuty, sithor in Canada or- the
United States, in tho inforest of the public. I contend that the finance
minister of Canada who—treaty or no troaty with the United Statea—was
able to announce tho 'repcnl of all cuatoms dutics on.the eutire lint of
- articles in schodulos A, 13 and C—oven’ though the lost revenuo was but
shifted to articles of laxury —woulil carry with him.the hearty gratitudo -
of tho country, feall the attention of the scnaty cArnostly to this fact,
~that noarly overy articlo in the gntire list of $hanufacturcs is cithor of daily
consunption and necessity amopg-all classos of our Ropulation, or an
implement of trade, or onters largely into the economical proscontion of
the mainindustries of the Dominion. Let me vead to you tho whole list ;
Agricultural implomenta,tall kinds; axles, of all kinda; boota and shous,
of leather; bouts and shoomaking machines ; buffalo robes, dressed and
trimmed ; cotton grain bags ; cottqn denims ;. cotton jeans, unblegched ;
cotton drilliugu,.unl-luuchud; cotton plnid\g; cotton ticking;‘ cottonades,
unbleached; cabinet-ware and furniture, o parts theycof ; carringes, earts,
waggons, and othér wheeled yohigles and sleighs, or parts thoreof ; fir .
engines, or parts thoreof ; folt covering for boilers ; gutta percha belting nm‘L_,
K t°nhin.;:'iron~--bnr, hoop, pig, puddled, rod, sheot; or serap ; iron nails, ,
spikes, bolts; tacks, brads, or springs ; iron castings’; india ribber Lelting |
‘and tubing ; locomotivoes for railways, or parta theveof ; load, sheet or pig:
letier, solo’or upper ; leather, harness and raddlory ; mill or faotury or
stoamboat fixed ongincs and machifes, or parts theroof ; manufacturcs of
marble, stone, slate, or gtanite ; Dinnufacturgs of wood sololy, or of wood )
nailed, bound, hinged, or locked with metal materials ; mangles, washing
"machings, wringing machines, aud drying machings, or paits thereot
printing paper for hewspapors ; paper making. machines, or bartas thereof;
printing type, pressos and folders, paper cuttors, ruling ‘machines, page
numbetipg machines, and stercotyping An clectrotyping appatatus, or
© pavtssthercof ; refyigerators, or parts thereof ; Tailginl cars, carriages; and .
trucks, gr parts theroof ; satinets of wool and cotton 3 steam engines, o1
parts thoreob ; stoel, wrought or cast, and stcol Plates and rails ; tin-tubes
and piping ; tweeds, of wool yolely ; water-wheol machines and Apparatus,
or parts theroof, Theso articles woro soloctod \\'itlf'n'triplo_qucct. The
. st was, as [ have already stated, that they should be articles of common
~ daily usé among the people or aftecting the proseciition of our leading
industries ; the second ‘whs that tl;gy should he of su%h a character os te.

" . T h \
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be difficult to mmugglo across tho lines, and easy of identification as the
genuino production of Canada of the States ; and tho thjrd was that they
shotild bo as far as possible tho produttion of branches o induatry natural
to Canada or the United States, aud_in which a considéxablo intertrailic.
‘betwecn tho two countries might reasonably be expected, And if the liat
is carefully examihod, I think it will'he admitted that tho articles fairly
fulfil those. threo conditions, Could anything bo more impolitic than the
imposition of customs duties on such articles ns theso? Tigie was in -
Canada when thd imposition of duty on any article was regarded as a mis.
fottunoe, and tho slightest addition*to an oxisting duty was resented by the
people.  But incroasing dobt brought new hardens ; the doceptive cry of ‘
**incidental protection " got n footing in the land ; and from that the step
has heen oaay to the hold demand now st up by a fow favoured industrigs,
that allthe rest of the community ought to he, and should rejoice to be,
taxed 17} por cent. to keop them in oxistonco. _And it is remarkable low
amall a portion of the community are concernod in the maintenance of this
injustice, T hold in my hand an accurate Jroturn of tho 'mon, women and |
“children personally employed in all the industries that could possibly have
been affoctod cithor advantageously or injuriously hy tho treaty had it goue
into oporation, and it appears that the entire number is 68,813, Of theae, o
" considerable number would practically not be alfected at all, for thicy have
no protection now and donot-want any : a large nwnbor would ouly he
nffocted ian small part of tholr husinoss i and a very large number would
ho advan gcoyul‘y affected by the treaty, ’l'honnumlmr who could honestly
loolaro that ** ruin " to them would ho the result would ho small indeed.
And it is not unworthy of riote how vory small aré the contributions of
the industries that might bo aflected by the t;'caty to the foragn exports
of the country, In-the year onding 30th of June, 1874, the exports of
domestio products woro aa follows : )

Products of thofarm ...l i s 834,289,311
Products of tho forest.. ......... e e e, e . 26,817,715
Products of the fishories Coree i e o 5,202,368
Products of tho 'mine . 3,077,216
New ships e s e (00,6875
Miscellaneous ’ 410,800

‘ ‘ 871,573,085
Manufacturos.. qoveeeeeeininiin vt e 2,353,603 - -

———

TOAL L eiitrveriiitcetteeeer s s erees e e v 878,026,748

The amount of manufactures imported that ycar was, thorefore, a little
ovor two milllons of dollars; but I hold in my hand streturn of the articles
that made up this amount, and I fifid that several hunired thonsand dollars
of it could not fairly o classed as manufactures at all; that n org, than half

_of the remaining amount is mado up of artioles not protected now ; and
that the contiibutors who aro protectod now and could injuriously bo affected
by the tréaty, are fow in number and very small oxporters. . Aud now lét

. us placo in contrast W“!l this [ho great agrioultural intorest with its half
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million of h{\lr)dy_ workers, which has no 1 rotéction. which feeds the wholg
people, and contributes hesides annually to the foreign exports of the
Dominion commodities to the value of thirty-four millions of'dollm"hs. I
ol in my hand a return of the customs ‘dutics levied on agricultural pros
duots going intq the United States; and to show the advantage that would
have acerned to our farmors from thdgperation of the treaty, I will now
read someo of the items ; Animals, 20 per cent. ; Leef, le. per Ib.; butter, Je.
perlb.; cheese, Te, per 1y, ; honey, 2ue. per gallon lard, 20, per 1. meaty
smoked, &¢;), 35 per cent.; pelts, 10 per cent.; pork, le, per b, ; sheep.
skins, 3 per cont.; tallow, le, per I wool (worth $2¢, aud under), 10,
per b, and 11 por cont.;'wool (worth over 32¢.), 12¢, por 1, and 10 per
cent.; barley, e, per bushel ¢ beans, 10 per cents bran, 20 per cent,;
ﬂnx‘(uu(lrcaucd),_ &3 por ton ; flax tlrossed), 820 por ton ; flax.seed, Qne, .
or bushel; flour, 20 per cent.: fruit (green), 10 per cent.; hay, 20 per
{cent.s hops, e, por M. Indian corn, 16 per cent, ; malt, 20 per cent.;
maple spgar, 20 per cont,: meal toat), fe. per Ih.: meal {eoru), 1o per cent.;
“onts, 10¢. por bushel ; peas (seedy, "2 pex cent. Puas,(vegetable), 10 per cent. ;
peas (split), 20 percent.; rye, 1ie, per bushel ¢ seeds, 2 per cent.; tobuacao,
3¢, per 1, ; vogetables, 10, per bt wheat, 20¢, per hushel.  All these
dutics would have heon swopt away, and the American macket thrown
frecly open’for all farm products. The great lumber interest, too. - i which™
100,000 men’ aro said to e engaged —which has no proteetion, which not
_only supplies our home market, but sends twenty-seven millions of dollars
worth of lumbor annually to foreign countrios, and cmploys a large fleet of
vessels in ita tratlic ~how would it have heen atfectod by the opceration of
the treaty? Why, it wonld have ficht away an average duty of 20 per
cent. froigriG ontiro oxportatiohs to the Stater.  Aud just so would it have
“heen with our great mineral interest. . Seventy-five conts per ton now
. levied on Cape Broton and Fietou coal would have been abolished, and the
New England markets woulil have heen freely oponed to our coal tiade,
Twenty per cent, on iron Gie and one and a half cents per b, “on lead ore
would also lave disappeared, The great E«mt’ﬁshcry interoat would als,
havo heen largely bonelited, for the ‘.\m_cricun market would have heen
sccured to it for twenty-four years to come.  On the wholy, therefore, 1
think i/t’ will bo safé to como to the c/»nuh_m'ion that however a portion of
our, manufacturing interestsmight hdve heen atlected= by the treaty, the
result on tho latge industiies of the Dominion could not have f.'\il%d to be
beneticial, o = :

I come now to thacobjections which have l)c)Qn urged agniust the treaty
from such quartors as entitlo them to a fornial aiswer.  The Hrst of these
is tho allegation’ thet the treaty discriminated againat Great Britain in
favour of thio United States. Nothing conld bo more unfounded than this,

It was porfectly uudorstood from the opening of the negotiations that no
* artiolo could bo free from duty in rogard to the United States that-was
not also froo with regard to Uroat Britain, and nothing else was ever con-
wml)lnu:d for A moment. ! P

’
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The othcr’ohjcctioim which have boen made I find so clearly formulated
in a memorial of the Dominion Board of Trade, and clothed in such
unusually tempeiate language, that I shall anawer them seriatim,  And 1
venturo to bolieve that'a very cwrsory examination will show how vory

 }ittlo forco is contained in the whole of them, ' o
) - 1]

- The first objection of the hoard is in regard to what has beon styled - .
“‘the sliding scale,” andl about which we have heard a very great deal for -
many montlis pnst,  In tho tirst place, then, I hove to say that tho gradual
roduotion of tho existihg customs duties was nov part of tho treaty,
but nerely a mode of putting tho treaty in oporation as easily as possible
for all partios concerned. It was muggosted meroly as a weans of over.
coming two ditliculties found to oxist, not only in the United States but
‘in Canoda as well, It was supposed to ho not undesirablo to give manu.
faoturers some time of proparation for the change by gradually reducing
the oxisting duties on foreign goods, Morcover, had tho dutics gone off in
one day the revonuos of hgth con‘ntribn would hiave heon seriously aflectod,
aud the simultancous imposition of now taxon to roplaco the loss of revenuo
might havd been a difticult task, But, in truth; the impottanco of this
matter has heon absurdly exagjprated. It has been totally ignored that -
though the duties of the United States on fino manufactured goods are
cuormously high, on tho articlos we seml them the avorage is only about
24 per cent,  Now, one-third of this coming off would have mndo thelr rato
fhr tho first yoar 16 por cont, whilo oura would have been noarly 12, and
for tho second year their rato would have heen 8 per cont, agninat our 0 ;
and at the ond of tho second yoar all the duty would have come off #h both

. countries,  Moreover, the important fact scems to have boen forgotten or
concealod; that wo would.-have had soino cmnpéuuntiou for that sinall'slid-
ing scalo disadyantage, in tho fact that the coasting trade and ship vogistry
clauses would have gone at once into oporation, while the onlargement of
our canals could not have bocomo available boforo 1880,  Aund to sum up
the matter, it is by no means certain that tho sliding scalo might not have
been dispensed with altogethor ; for in tho Customs Acts giving efiest to
the treaty, clauses would no doult have been inserted giving tho' two
govornments power hy proclhunation to put the wholo treaty in forco at
any earlier moment they might mutually ind convenient, -

The socond objection of the Hoard of Trade.is the dangor they seo fn a -
promise to complato the canal works hy 1550, 1 dare say the Canadian
govermment carefully cousidered this mattor beforo they conmitted them.
selves to it, and had the best advico upon the point that skilled ongincors
could atYord them ; and I venturoe to heliove that my honowrable friend in
tho other chamber, who so adinirably presides over the public works de-
partment, was as compotent to jmlgfolgf what waa fitting to be done in the

_ Premisos as any man in Canada, ' e

o

he third objection is that in tho opinion of the Board of Trade the
vntive ocean coasting trado of the United States should have heen conceded
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to ('nnmlu. No doubt; hut probably the othe .[
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r party had wméthing to'may

’

The fourth objection of the board is that the right of obtaining United
States registry for Canadian ships cannot bo regarded as a valuable con.
cossion, socing that Canadians, inatead of keeping their ships and sailing
thom, might be seduced into selling thoin, and therohy transfer*to the

* Americans the great profits of the carrying trado, I venturo to think thix
objeotion is not worthy ofcl reply, ‘

to that,

Tho fifth ohjeetion of the board is, that the C
not havoe been stipulated to ho built until the co
hall Canal way abgolutely scoured. The Canadian govornment thought
otherwise, and I vonture to helicve they wers right fu what thoy did, "The
chiof intcreat of the United Statea nnty he *tin the opening up of a new

routo to the ocean ;' but a vory important, interest in Canada is to open
up & new water route from New Hugland to the West,

aughnawaga Canal should
nutruction of the Wijite.

Tho sixth objeotion of the hoard is, that the right of re.cntry. of goods
. into the country’of their production should have heey provided for, hut
was ot All foods placed in bond can Bow Lo re.entered in the country

from whenee they camo. Surely the board cangot mean that hroken pack.
ages of goods should be returned? . .

- The svventh objection of the hoard iy
manmufactured in either country must |
rials, Certainly not,

s that it caunot tell whether goids
'0 composed entiroly of native mate.

'
V .

Tho vighth and laat objection s, that all consular fees and certificates
" should have bgon nholislie] by the treaty, but wero not. It ia by uo
“meang olear that this would liave been an ndvantago,

With regaril to the recent action of

draft treaty, and its roturn to the Presidont with tho advice that it was
inexpedient to proceed. wit), it, 1 may stato he explained that the procecd.
. ings of tho senate were taken in exceutive session, and therefore strictly -
secrot, bhut the probability is that no Il dineussidn of the matter had taken”

place in cogsequence of the shortiess of the ression, the absorbing interests
of the Questions now agitated, and the latgo finnpicinl “deficit that had to
bo met by the fmposition of ‘new tanes, - The fate of the negotiation s,
however, settled for the present, bat ). agreeincot that resulted'from it
is on record, and no doubt will yet inke ity Appearance again, and forn
the basis of a new and more suceessful negotintion, It wok sia years to
Aty of IvSE and not a few delays and
Dotally misconstruo the present temper
great chingc: oh the subjeet of protection
is nof approaching; aud whon that day
tical rcheme embraced in the draft treaty will ’
But Do that as it may, it is not for the poople of
dluence.d by any such anticipation.  They have shown their

. »
. ’ ’
L}

-Q

the United States senate on the

conolwdo the negotiation for the tie
refections oceurred in that time,
of the Amerieany pitblic mind if
and finance angl fowign trade
arrives, the larfre adil prac
hardly be forghtten,
“Canada to ho A
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nbxllt to open new markets for thomsolves whcn the American market
. was el agaist thom, and the clear paath for them is to follow up, with
e ~redouble<l enorgy and per severance, the pohcy on whichthey havo entored. *
Lot the Americans load their industricaw ith customs dutics as they chooso;
be it the firm policy of Canada to rc;mo every barrier in the way of com.
" mercinl oxtension, to repeal all (lutu.n on raw materials, on artioles \iwd in*
manufacturing, and on the common necessitica of daily life, and to rop]nce
tho rovenuo lost, if needed, by a wiser and cheaper system of taxation ; lot
them seck to dc\ olup thewr ‘greht national industries, and especially the -
. agricultural, shipping, fishing, mineral, and lumber industries; let them
open up noy markets adapted to their tratlics and-let the Canadian flag
be found lloutmg on every sea, .
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- Barren speech from the throne in 15951, 44, * ) ‘.
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” Y dishes Britiah Chronicle, 10; comes to Toronto, 115 his reputation vin.
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death-bed acane, 1, - ’ . L
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e moves to T'oronto and publishes Buanner, 11'; eatablishos \\'wkl.\\h'_(ob',
I declines noyination, 13 ay a speaker alid writer, 14¢ as Recretar
of Commission on Proyincial Lenitentiary, 16; proscguted for libol, 16;
~defends himself, 17; defends 1.or Elgin, 10; cilmmpi(ms countitutional
joverninent, ); reluctant to hreak with goverpment, ¥3; lotters’ to
’ ilr. Hincks in 185), & o 287 nominated for Haldl aud, 241 addresy to
/ clectors, 241 causes of- his defoat, 3¢ denoupces the government, 25,
» ‘real position iu favour of roligious equality, 31; advocates a uon-donoy-
‘ inntional schoml system, 3337 nominatgl for Kent and Lambton, 36;
reluctant to onter parliament, 36; letters to scerotary of Lambton
, Reform Association, 375 opposed by My, ‘Rankin, 38; declines ‘tq.
4 pledge suprort to the tyvernment, 33, olocted,. 39; doclatationsron
K state-churchism, 39; delence of )is motives, 41;, was he responsiblo
oo J/ for breaking up_rofoln party in 1531, ¢1; his appearanco in parlia.
~ ment, 43; declingsto oppiose Mr, Canieron in Huvon, 14; his majden *
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Brown, Houi: George—continued, = .

apeeoh, 445 attitudo towards the governmeont, 41 increasing intluence,
."»ll i olectud for Laribhton in 1834, 321 supports conscrvative candidates
o iu 1S54, 527 influence through the Gloh, 385 advocacy of groat prin-
ciples, 515 oxcessive lahonrs, 34 attacked by government in 1856, 55;
aceused by Mr. J. A Macdonald, 35; moves for committen toinvostis
gate cheteges, 55; partisan chavacter of committee and its report, dii;
ttack a failure, H7; olectod for Tormito and Oxford in 1837, 39; aits

or Toronto, H0; asent for to form minissry, S0; forths cabinet, G0; .

advisod dissolution, 625 vesigns, 613 tutrof parlinment, 69; re.clected
in*‘Torontg, (9; continnes agitation for vepresentatiop by population,
-703 eharacter attacked in parliament by My, Powell, T1; splondidd
vindication of hig fathor and himeselt, 74 illness in 1861, 765 defeat
in ‘I'qronto Fast, 78; refuses all offors of coutstituoncics, 78; resigngs
“leadorship, 78; pleassd with testimonial, 79 vis{ts Fuvope, 795 married,
T0; ro-cntors parliament, $0; devotion to his frther, 81 pProposes con.
stitutionnl changes. 86,°87: consults My/J. A, Macdonald avd My,
Galt, 88, 80: conscnts to enter coalition cabinet, 047 made Presidont
of Couneil, 95: vipits Mavitime Provinees, 03: visits Eanglud, W6
leaves coalition govermmoent, 103: calls convention of ‘1867, 1125 con.
tests South Oxforid, 1173 visits Burope, 1187 meet, old college frivuds,

© 1183 his enthusinam in farming nnd stock-vaising, 1: in congum.

mating. confederation, 1207 proseented for vontompt of court, 133;
defonds. himsolf, 133: made senator, L voes to Washington, 1383
deelines: govornorship of Outavio, 130 doclines K. C, M. G, 140;

assassinated, M1 Christisn ceeygnation, 1433 deatl,» 144; funcerai .

obsequics, 145, ¢
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- . Camoron, Mv. Malcolm, entery wministry, 163 contided in by liberals, 20;

dubbed a clear grit, 35: overtures to Mr. Brown, 38; attacks Mr.
Brown, §0; accopts Presidency of ‘Council,. 443 attacked Ly Mr.
. Brown, 3§, 48, : = ’ ’

Gamoron, M.\l 1., membar of compitten onconstitutiong) changes, 8.

»

v Cadinal Wiseman's pronnuciamento, 33, :

Cardwell, My, approves confederation, 97 upplics pressure to Maritita
. . ' 1

Provinecs, 37,

- /- CavtiersMacdonald government defeated, 0. . , N
Carticr, membeiyof conmittoe on constitutional changes, 851 visity Fuy.

“land, 085 opposed to acquisition of North-West Terrvitory, 102,

Cathulie, Roman, soparato sehools, 83 .
Catholies offonded by Glohe nrtieles, 33, ° )

. Causos of ME Brown's legving coalition, 103, 105. . /
Caises of inswerveotion of 1837.9, 1, » Ty

‘-. s Llerdy reserves, lands scized by Chureh o

»

\

, . Caploy, Mr., moves,amendmgnt, 56, \
"+ Cliapais, Mr,, mamber of committee on constitutional changes, $3

G Chronicle nowspaper, 10. ) : ’ '
* Clear grit,” origiu of tern, 39, 149,

]

f Eugland, 43 some Preshy terians
accept sharo, §; Imporial Aot i “m“\": Mr, Hineks on, 71 Freach
}iberals: oppose secukivization, 23; LaYoutaine on, 26: Lafontaine.
Baldwin winistry unable to agrve, 30 consexvative government de-
featod for failing to deal with question, 525 yuestion settled, 33.

Coalition covernnient hreaks faith with Mr. Brown, 106,
Colborne, Sit John, endowment of.vectories founded by, $1.
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" Comnission on management of rovincial l’cniten‘tinry,' 16; ro})ort and

results, 18; accusations against Mr. Brown in connection wit 1, 83 .
. Commiittee to investigato charges againat.Mr. Brown, 56; to propare testi- .
monial to Mr, Brown, 70; to considor oonstitutional ohanges, 83. | .
- Compromise, torms not explained, 48, ‘ o ‘
Confederation accomplished, 108, 121, 151, ,
Conforenco botwoon Mossra, Macdonald, (alt, and Brown, §8, §0. ;
gonnor, Dr., appainted judgo, 80, ) , o
‘onsorvative govornment, undor Lord Alotealfo, 7; oxpiros in 1848, 7. . “
Contradictory gpinions of law oflicors of crown on ondowmont of rectories; X
ui, ' ’ »
Convontion, reform, of 1807, 112; of provincial delegates o confedoration,
05, . * .
Correspondenco, oflicial, botwoen Sir E. Head and Mr. Brown; 59,00, 61; .

after death of Sjv 1S, P, Taché, 801015 botweon My, Cartier and Mr, '
Brown, in refordnco to Mr. Brown's tesiguation, 104-5; botweon M-,
Brown and Dr, (Kyorson, 110, 111.- ) !

Cowardico of some foform leadors, 13, )

Crawford, Hon, Jolln, Mr. Brown's viows of his appointmont as Licutenant.
Governor; LW his death, 13y, . .

Carrie, Mr., movep resolution at veform convention, 113, .

<~ reviowed by uut)’(xr. G1-G9; botweon Mv. Brown and M. Macdonald,

Daly, Mv. Dontinick, solo minister, o~ » .
Death-bed sconos, 1434, L ’
Defection of leading reformors, 15.

.

Defence, Mr. Brown's, of Lord Kl in, 10, 204 of l'oli4i6lla e uality; o
[ 4 1 )

“Dorby, Lord, ioted on Canadian aflairs, 2. ,

- Eeolesiastical uostions, 4.

Disvacli, Mr., on Washington troaty, 136, .

‘Division bottor than desertion of principle, 32" .

Dissertation on Mr, Brown's Canadian caveor, 147-134, '
Dissolution, in 1514, and its rosulty, 12, - . .
Divorgencd of viows of Messrs, Camoron, llol)kius, and Hincks, 47,
Domestic relations of My, Brown, 134, : ) N
Dorion, Mr. resigns, 803 re-ontors ministry, 80; opposes coufederation, 95, | ¢
“Doublo shfiftlo ** porpetpated, 6, . ‘o
l)owninp\Stmot nnmmg}) nent, 120, 121,
])mpor, V. 1L, 2. . : " %
Dutterin, Lord, Lord Kimborley's instrnctions to, 6: course contrasted with

Sie i-ldlnuml'llcml's, 00 criticised l;i' Gl 1219, '
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Election, gonoral, of 1817-5, 141 of 1831, b5 oof 1857, &9 of 1872, 124
Flgin, Loxd, on colonial governmént, 2 goverus constitutionally, 3, 21,

. violent attaok on, 19; Lowd Uroy's despatch to, 52, .
Lranminer nowspapor, 8, : :
Lixpenscs of commissions to \Washington in 1851 and 1874, 13s, . .

Explanation demandod from Ministry, %$0; of Mr. Brown's position, 31,
Extracts from Lindsoy, 1; Lord Doy 0y, 23 Lord Elgin, 25 Me.Walrond, 8:
" Lond Klgin, 3, 17; Lord Brougham, &; 61, L 02, 23,25, 98 4,
32, 33, 43, 68, 705 Mr, Brown, 24, 25.29, 36, 41, 44, 4350, T4, 77
Sie Ko MHinoks, 30; Mr. Brown, 108, 112, 114, lla'S, Hd s Me, Justice
- Wilson, 131 Mé: Bfdwu in Globe, 131, 134, ~
X i
Failure of Mr, J. A, Macilonald's attack on Mr, Brown, 0;.

Family Compaot denoundod, 147, N
Federal u}u'()n proposedy /13 agreed to, 00. ’
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© . Felton, Mr., movos amondmont to arhondment, 57,
Foley, Mr., loader of Opimition, §0. .
. Funeral of Mr, Brown, 143. ’

2 .

© Galt, Mr,, on committes on constitutional ohanges, 85 visits England, 96; .
- visita, Washington, 103, ’ :
Garficld, Mr,, wolcomos My, Brown, 133, e )
Gavazzi, Lathor, leotures in Quobeo, 34; outbreak against, 34,
Gladstone, Mr,, 117. o
Glohe Hhuilling erected, 79 N . L
Glohe nowspaper, artioles from—soo ** Extraots”; founded, 12; progress of,
18; lonienoy to ministors, 22; roasons for:lonouncing ovornmont, 23 ;
desoription of Hincks' ulinistry, 43; appears a8 daily, B1; opposes
. coalition govorgnent, 53: charaoror pud iufluence, 653; do.; 129 atti-
" tudo duving Amprican War, 135, ~
", Government, rosponsible, causes of failure, 1, .
Gray, Mr., his history oriticised, 117, |, .
(lroig,ﬁ Dr., convorsation with Mr. Brown, 143,
Groy, Farl, dospateh to Lord Flgin, §2. ,
Gordon, Mr. Arthur, Covernar of Now Brunswick, 97; applies prossuro in
fpvour of confedoration, 7,

“~

Harvington, Mr, Juaﬂcn:‘\].’i(), 133, 134, - e ~
Head, Siv Edmund, oriticiaod, 4} oxcitos hulignntlon, 683 alloged porfidy,
. U083 comrao contrasted with Lord Dufforin 8, GY), TN
Hincks, Sir Francis, on olorgj' vesorvos, 73 on Mr, Lafontaine, 30; doolara-
tion of, 41; critivised, 235 a8 Sir J, A, Macdonald's colleaguo, 31
forms coalition, 52 ; polioy contrasted With Mr., Brown's, 151,
" Holton, )lr..-ontoruiministry. 80; proposed by Mr, Brown as delegato to
Washington, 84 ; on committeo on constitutional chaungos, $5; opposey
.. confadoration, 05; advice to Mr. Brown, 140, .
7 "Honowrs conforred én My, Brown, 140, '
Howland, Mr., in coalition governmont, 103 ; \'ieita‘\\“n‘hington, 103,
consured, 107, - , T A :
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]nspéotor-ﬁvnor' s ovorturo to opposition, 48, B

Insurroction of 1837-30, T. . . —

Ishester, Mr., aids in acquisition of North-Wost Torritory, 102,
. ’ ' .
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Jealonsy of liberal jm:rnuls, 23, o
Joint Stock Bow Park Favrmn Company formed, 119,

-

Kimblarloy, Loxd, instructions to Lord Duflorin, 6,
King's College, scized, | ; seculavization of, 14, .
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v L.

» . . .
Lafontaine, Mri, why placed in powor, 135 forms ministry, 16; houso
attacked, 20 retires, 80; critieisod, 30. / !
Lotollier, Mr,, ontora ministry, 80, - , Lo '
Lotters quoted, Mr. Prince to Mr, Brown, 13; Mr. Brown to Mr. Hincks,
23, 28.0¢ Mr, Bfown to seorotar Lambton Roform Convention, 36 ;
to friomi, 61 do,, 77; do., 783 Mr, J. 8. Mavdonald to My, Brown,
833 Mr. Brown's roply, 84; Lord Monok to Mr. Brown, 96 Mr,
Browa to'n friond, 1185 to John_O'Donohue, Patrick Hughes, J. D,
-~ Merrick, and Thonmas MecCrosson, ropresonting catholics of Ontario,
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Liberals, lcmﬁng t'remch, op Yoo seculavization of clorgy veserves, 24 ] R
Lower Canadian, dissent from Mr, Brown's proposal, 56, .
¢« Lindsoy's Lifo of Williggn L, Mackenzie quoted, J. SR /

" Macdonald, Sir John A, attacks Mr, Brown, 55 ; oxtraordinary course, 5 ;
blamed by committeo, 13 failuro of attack, a7 on comnuttee to pro.
pose conatitutional clianges, 83 ; opposos report, 86 ; changos his mind,
561 govornment defeated, 86; visits England, %4 : correspondenco .
with Mr. Brown in regard: to promiorship of coalition government, s

//after death of Sir E. P, Tacheé, 99-101 : virtual ruler of cabinet, 103 ;
. no warnt friend of-confodoration, 103; consured for appropriating
+ - .othor men's laurels, 107: for failing to retraot false charggy 10,
 Macdonald, Mr. John Sandfield, sent for by Governor-tienotal, Yi(',: his

. - double-majority scheme, S0 ; opposed by Me, Brown, S0t roconstructs,  a

' # s, vosiyng, 83; on committoo to Proposo constititional changes, 85 ; .
. opposes yeport, 863 his ** patent combination " tlcl'cag)d. 128, : .
Maiden dpoeoh, My, Brown's, 43.50, - .
Mackenzie, Mr, Goor ¢, Mr. Brown's grandfather, v,
" Mackonzio, Witliam syon, opposes Mr, Brown, 23,
» Mackenzie, Mr. Aloxandor, his motion rospecting coalition, 93 chosen
leador, 118 policd® of his adnuniatration, 136,
Mecbougall, Mr., William, olected for Nortl Oxford, 594 membor of com.
mittoo on constitutional changes, 55 3 ontors conlition Kovernment, 95 ;
- censurod, 107, ‘ _ ‘
MoRollar, Mr., on committeo o condtitutional changes, $3. N
MeNab, siv Allan, his rosponso to Mr, Brown, 45 as premier, 32, 53,

* Meeting of Upper Canada o position to consider coalition, 02, v
Mombers of My, Brown's cn‘nnut in 1838, 65, - o .
Memorandum : of -Mr. Brown to Nir F. Head, 623 of Sir B, Hoad, 62.64

contidential, 90 ; of interviow betweon Mp. Brown and My, Macdonald
atter- death of My, Taché, 975 ot commercial rolations with United
- States, 137, :
Morvitt, M., 20, R
Metealfe, Sir Charles, his course unconstitutional, 3 : autocrat in spirit, 4 ;
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\ - adhored to by faction, 4 ; defonds himself, 61 defended by writors, 12,
‘ Ministry, reform, formedy 163 consured, 48 dofeated, 09 ; .\ir. J. S0 Mace
~ donald’s vesigne, 815 the result, 85; Siv B, 1, Tache's formed, 83
. . . defeated, 86 3 coalition formed, 91, .
t Mistakea of popular leaders, 1, ) '
Morvis, M., aide Mr, Brown, S8, . '
Morrison, Mr. Justico, 130, 133, 138, ° .
) Motions, Mrfl!mwn‘s, 83 Mr Cavley's, 36 Mr. Wilson's, 561 My, Felton'y, -
~ 473 oir seat of governpont, o), . :
e Mowat, Mr.,- entora My, 8 S, Macdonald's cahinet, €0 member of Cghi
- mittee on constitutional changes, 533 enters coplition, 0, <

Namos of committeo on constitutional changes, 8.
National feoling eultivatod by Mr, Brown, 153, -
'Noed of constitutional changes, 70, 71.
Negotiationa for coalition, 00, 91, 92,
v - Nolson, Mr, Thomns, 59,
Northcoto, Sir Statlord, on Washington commission, 116, .
Nortlb}\'cut Territory annoxed, J01; Mr. Brown's advocaey of the evhume,
. ’ 1Y v A * .
- Oligarchies, political and ccclesinatical, 139, C // '
Opinions, Mr, Brown’s, on trade rostrictions and monopoiicy, 130,
- .

' Orange opposjtion to My, Brown; 31, - ,
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Pacific Rajlway scandal, 120, .

Parties, stato of, 3. : :

' Patont combination,” J. 8, Macdonald’s, 128,

Political afairs, atato of; 1, .

Pdwell, Mr., attack on Mr. Brown, 74, - ~ -

Presbyterians, conflict in Scotland extended to Canada, 4; sdfe accept
clorgy resorves, 3, . .

Prico, M., 20; his vosolution on clorgy roservo quostion, 52, . .

Princo, Col., prosceutes Mr. Brown for libol, 16 ; lettor to My, Brown, 13.

Prilteotion craze, 138, . : g
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Quebre county, appeal to, 46, . .

Quotations—(sco ** Fxtracts.')

Questions gottled by confederation, 109,

-Roport of commi

] '\ .
Rebol®on, bill concorning, 13, o .
Reciprocity troaty torminated, »3, .
Rectorics, endownient of, 30 conllicting opinions by law oflicors, 31,
Religious equialit acconiplished, 108, . ‘
{too on constitutional chnn;ﬁos, 85, o ,

Roproaontation, parliamontary, increased, 52, :
Resolutions, of convention o? 1358, 32 concerning tostimonial, 78 ; con-

cerning coalition, 03, : :

_Riots in"Toronto, 103 in Montreal, 19 cause of, 10 in Quobee, 34,
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Rodph. Dr,, attacked by My, Brown, 443 his podantie sueor, 43 3 fully con.
mitted to reform measnres, 47, ~ noe

Ross, Mr, Robort, joins ministry, 52, <

Russell, Lord John, his instractions te Mr. Poulott Thomson, 2. '

4 .
Ryerson, Dy, dofends i Charles Motealfo, 12, ajtacks My, Brown, 110

. . wntes on polities, 110, . "
- . . ‘ . . . ’
Sabbath observance, Mr, Brown on, 153 S C .
Salary of Govornbr-Goneral, 30, S . : . .-
Scoble, Mr., mombor of committco on constititjaual changes, 83 ; .OpPoses
ropprt, S, . ) ' ; .
Separato school question, 33, 122,
Simpson, Senator, libel suit, 130°; atidavit, 187,
Sorvow univioraal at Mr, Brown's death, 146, 2

Speeches quoted, Mr, Brown, 3\ do, 43:30; do/, 74755 do., 113: do,,

4116 do., 121 5 do., 133, .
South Ontario contested, 117, . _ .ot
Sullivan, Mr.; 2, 20, ’ .
Sydenham, Lord, his administration a fnilure, 24 death, 3.7 ®

a . |

’l‘:'\ch(', Hon, Sir I, I, his ¢hallenge to Mr, Brown, 33 ; in wrong place, 30 ;
formns ministey, 833 his ministry dofeated, 803 death, 97. ' )
'l'cmpor:mco, My, Brown on, 133, .
Tostimonial to My, Brown, 70,
Thibaudean, Mr,, entery mini%t.ry. 80.
Thomeon, A., 141, '

o
Thornton, Sir Edward, joint commissioner with Mr, Brown, 1363

_Turcotte, Mr., member of committoo on coustitutional changes, 8§53,

Treaty, \\'nshin%t«)n) humiliating, 136 ; drait, by Messre, Brown, 'l‘horntoi»‘
©and Fish, 1 i : ,
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Vankouginet, Mr,,.57, .

Wilkes, Mr., 39, R T
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